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PREFACE. 

TH  E  Year  of  which  we  treat,  prelented  the 
moll  aweful  appearance  of  public  altairs, 
which  this  country  had  perhaps  beheld  for  m my 
ages.  All  ancient  fyftems  of  policy,  relative  to  any 
fcheme  of  equality  or  balance  of  power,  feemed 
forgotten  in  Europe.  Friends  and  allies  were  no 
more  with  refpeft  to  us,  On'the  contrary,  whe- 
ther it  proceeded  from  our  fault,  or  whether  it  was 
merely  our  misfortune,  mankind  feemed  to  wait, 
with  an  afped:  which  at  beft  befpoke  indifference, 
for  the  event  of  that  ruin  wliich  was  ex'pefted  to 
burft  upon  us.  . 

It  has  happened  fortunately,  that  the  expelled 

evil  and  danger,  were  lefs  dreadful  in  the  encoun- 

tcr,  than   in  the  diftant  appearance.      The  great 

combination  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  with  the 

American  Colonies,   was  far  from  producing   all 

thoie  efFedls  which  were  undoubtedly  expefted.     If 

our  own  fucceffes  were  not  great,  and  rather  ne;i;a- 

tivc  than  diredt  in  their  nature,  our  lofTes,  however 

Goniiderable,  were  ftill  lefs  than  might  have  been 

apprehended. 
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PREFACE. 

apprehended.  It  affords  no  fmall  room  both  for 
fatisfadion  and  hope,  that  no  diminution  of  na- 
tional glory  has  taken  place,  through  any  failure  of 
native  valour  in  our  .Seamen  and  Soldiers.  They 
have  fuppcrted  in  all  cafes,  and  under  whatever 
circvimftances  6f  diiadvantage,  their  antient  cha- 
racter. 

With  the  importance  and  variety  of  the  work, 
our  labour  has  increafed;  and  every  year  of  this  pe* 
riod,  fo  full  of  trouble  both  abroad  and  at  home, 
has  produced  fo  much  matter,  that  the  bufinefs  of 
one  has  run  in  upon  the  other.  The  Reader  will 
thus  account  for  the  delay  which  has  annually  in- 
creafcd.  Perhaps  we  ought  rather  to  apologize  for 
bringing  out  the  matter  fo  crudely,  as  we  are 
obliged  to  do,  to  keep  tolerably  vi^ithin  time,  than 
for  a  delay  rendered  neceflary  by  the  magnitude  of 
our  talTc.  Happy  fliali  we  deem  the  hour,  when, 
recurring  from  the  horrors  of  war  to  the  pleafant 
wnys  of  peace,  we  fliall  have  the  pleafure  of  an- 
nouncing to  the  P^iblic,  the  glad  tidings  of  return- 
ing tranquillity. 
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Ritrc/jfe3ive  ^ie'tv  df  Amtrhan  affairs  in  tht  year  1 778.  Expedition  t§ 
Bedford^  Fair  Ha*vin\  and  to  Martha^ s  Vineyard.  Admiral  Mont agut 
difpcjftffts  the  French  of  the  ijlands  of  St,  Pierre,  and  Miquelon.  Lord 
Corn-ivalliSf  and  Gen.  Knyfhatt/en,  advance  info  the  cnemy^s  country,  on 
both  fides  of  the  North  Ri<ver,  Surprize  of  Baylor* s  light  hcrfe.  Succefi 
of  the  expedition  to  Egg  Harbour.  Surprize  ofPulafii's  legton.  Cruel 
depredations  by  Butter,  Brandt,  and  the  farjages^  on  the  back  frontiers. 
DeftruQion  of  the  ne^  fettlement  at  Wyoming^  attended  tuith  circumftancei 
offingular  cruelty  and  barbarity.  Col,  Clarke*  s  expedition  from  VirgtntOp 
for  the  reduQiou  of  the  Canadian  towns  and  fettlements  in  the  Illinois 
country.  Confequencts  of  Clarke's  fuccefs.  Expedition  from  SchobariM 
U  the  Upper  Sufquihanma.  DeftruSion  of  the  Unadilla  and  AnaquagQ 
JktUwunts. 

WE  have  feen  in  oor  laft  failare  of  hope  with  refpeft  to  hia 

votame,  that  the  effec-  primary  objed,  the  noble  Admiral 

'  taal    protedioQ    which  immediately  returned  to  the  fuc- 

Ae  Frtttch  fqaadroo  received  from  cour  of  Rhode  Illand,  which,  we  « 

ttdr  flew  allietj  mt    Bofton,   had  have  alfo  feen,  h^d  been  inYclled^ 

j^^  aA   entirely  fraft^ated  Lord  and  vigorouily  attacked ,  by  Ge« 

^^0^  Ifowe's    defign    of  at-  neral  Sullivan.     And  finding  that 

'^*      tacking    D'Eftaiog    in  ifland  already  freed  from  danger, 

te  wmi  or  barSonr.    Upon  this  he  proceeded  to  New  York,  where, 

T#i..zxa.  (a]  u 
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in  confeqaence  of  what  is  under- 
flood  by  a  previous  leave  of  ab- 
fentie*  he  refigned  the  command 
of  the  Reet  into  the  hands  of  Ad- 
miral Gambler,  and  returned  to 
England. 

Sir    Henry   CKnton,    who   had 
embarked  with  4,000  men  for  the 
relief  of  Rhode    Iflaod,  had  two 
ocher  material  objeds  in  view,  in 
one  or  both  of  which  he  might  p(0- 
bably  have  fucceeded,   if  he  had 
not    baen    detailed    by   contrary 
winds   a    few    hours   beyond    his 
time,  or  that  Sullivan  had  not  been 
attentive  to  the  danger  to  which  he 
was  expofed,  when  he  found  him- 
felf    fipally    abandoned     by    the 
French  fleet,  and   in  confequence 
deferted  by  the  New  England  vo- 
lunteers, who  compofed  the  better 
part  of  his  force.     One   of  thefe 
was  to  cut  off  Sullivan's  retreat  to 
the    continent;    and     the   other, 
which    might    have    been    either 
adopted  as  principal,  or  purfued 
as  a  fecondary  objedl,  was  to  attack 
the  Americans  in  their  head  quar- 
ters and  principal  place  of  arms  at 
Providence  ;  the  deftruftion,  or  ef- 
fedual  difmantling  of  which,  would 
have  removed    an    eye-fore,    and 
conftant  fource  of  apprehenfion,  at 
leaft,  from  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Rhode  Ifland. 


zards  Bay,  in  that  part  of  NeW 
England  called  the  Plymouth  Co- 
lony ;  which  from  their  vicinity 
to  Rhode  Ifland  and  the  Sound, 
greatly  infefled  the  trade  of  New 
York,  ^as  welf  as  the  adjacent 
coads  of  Long  Ifland;  whilft  the 
neari^efs  of  their  retreats,  ,with  the 
fmalinefs  of  their  ve^els,  and  the 
fliallownefs  of  their  creeks,  fecured 
them  in  a  great  meafure  from  all 
pnrfuit. 

This  fervice  was  performed  with 
great  c£k&  by  the  detachment  un- 
der the  command  of  the  Major  Ge- 
neral. Between  fix  in  g  v 
the  evening,  when  the  ^*P^>^  • 
troops  were  laaded,  and  twelve, 
on  Uie  following  day,  the  work  ««as 
cooipletcly  done  ;  deftrqying  in 
their  courfe  about  feventy  fail  of 
fhipping,  befides  a  great  number 
of  imall  craft.  The  detachment 
likewife  burnt  or  deflroyed  in  the 
fame  manner,  %  the  magazines, 
wharfs,  flores,  warehoures,  rope- 
walks,  and  veflels  00  the  flocks, 
both  on  the  Bedford  and  Pair  Ha* 
ven  fides  of  the  Acufhinet  river. 

The  tranfports  and  troops  pro- 
ceeded from  Pair  Haven  to  the 
ifland  called  Martha^s  Vineyard  ; 
the  inhabitants  of  which,  like 
thofe  of  Nantucke.ti  were  once  ce- 
lebrated for  their  enterprise,  fkiU, 


Sullivan's  timely  retreat  having  and  great  fuccefs  in  the  fiflieries. 

Irnftrated  thefe  defigns.  Sir  Henry  This    ifland   being,  however,  the 

Clinton,    on    his    return  to  New  reverfe  of  Nantucket  in  point  of 

York,  difpatched   Major  General  'fertility, '  afforded    a    confiderable 

Qrey,  with  the  fleet  of  tranfports  and   Q^oft  defirahic    C0niribiKie»» 
and  troops,  under  the  convoy  of  confifliqg  of  io,qoo  iheep,     and 

Captain    Panfliawe,  of    the    Ca-  300  oxen,  for  the  public  fervice  at 


rvsfort  frigate,  upon  an  expedi- 
tion to  the  eaffward.  The  firid 
objefl  of  this  expedition  was  to 
exterminate  fome  nefts  of  fmall 
priyateers,  which  abounded  in  the 
tiven  and  creeks  adjoining  to  ,Btt2- 


Ncw  York. 

In  the  mean  time.  Admiral  Moa- 
tagne,  who  commanded  on  the 
Newfoundland  liation,  no  fboner 
received  intelligence  that  D'-Eftaiog 
had  commenced  hoiiilities  on  the 
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•oaftt  of  North  America,  than,  in 
coafequeQce  of  proviiiontl  orders 
with  which  he  had  heen  forniihed 
for  the  parpoTe,  he  diipatched 
Commodore  Evans*  with  the  Rom- 
ney  and  fome  frigates,  together 
with  •  detachment  of  marines  and 
artillery,  to  fcize  on  the  fmall 
iOands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Mioaelon, 
which  had  been  allotted  to  France 
by  the  lad  treaty  of  peace,  for  the 
parpofe  of  curing  and  drying  their 
fifti,  and  ferving  as  a  itore-hoafe 
and  (helier  for  the  vcflels  employed 
in  their  fiihery. 

As  France  had  been  particularly 
reftrided  by  the  late  treaty  from 
fordfying  thofe  iflands,  and  equally 
tied  down  firom  any  increafe  of  a 
faall  limited  number  of  troops  in 
them,  which  were  only  adapted  to 
the  fupport  of  the  civil  govern- 
nent,  and  not  to  any  purpofes  of 
defence,  again  ft  whatever  might 
deferve  the  name  of  enemy,  this 
fervice  was  accordingly  performed 
•rithoat  difficulty.  A  capitula- 
tion was  granted^  in  confequence 
of  which  the  Governor,  with  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  garrifon,  a- 
ORounting  in  the  whole  to  about 
a,ooo,  were  tranfmitted  to  France ; 
all  (he  accommodations  of  habita- 
doo,  trade,  and  fiihery  were  de- 
ftrofcd  ;  and  the  iflands  thrown 
back  into  their  original  fiate. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  troops 
from  the  Bedford  expedition,  and 
with  the  contributions  raifed  at 
Martha's  Vineyard,  Gen.  SirHen- 
tf  Clinton  determined  upon  ano< 
llier  to  Egg  Harbour,  on  the  Jer- 
ky coaft,  where  the  enemy  had  a 
nmbtr  of  privateers  and  prizes, 
«id  «imt  sraa  ffill  more  intereiting, 
tee  v«iy  confiderable  (alt  works. 
Vo'inm  «ny  their  attention  from 
fcibjtfta  of  Uia  cypedition*  and 


in  order  alfo  to  procure  forage  and 
frelh  provifions  for  the  army.  Lord 
Cornwallis  advanced  into  Jerfey 
with  a  ftrong  body  of  troops,  where 
he  took  a  pofition  between  Nevlr- 
bridge,  on  the  Hackinfack.  to  his 
left,  and  the  North  river,  to  his 
right.  At  the  fame  time,  Lieot. 
Gen.  Knyphaufen,  advancing  with 
another  divifion  of  the  army  on 
the  Wed  Cheller  Hdc,  took  a  paral- 
lel pofition,  his  left  reaching  to 
the  North  River,  near  Wcppcr- 
him,  and  his  right  extending  to 
the  Brunx. 

It  would  not  be  eafy  to  con- 
ceive any  fituation  mbre  favourable 
for  the  carrying  on  of  military 
operations  with  advantage.  The 
two  divifion s  being  only  feparated 
by  the  North  River,  could,  by  the 
means  of  their  fiat  beats,  unite 
their  whole  force  on  either  fide 
of  it  within  twenty-four  hours  ; 
whilft,  by  the  command  off  the 
Channel,  which  their  marine  af- 
forded ail  the  way  up  to  the 
Highlands,  W^ihington's  forces^ 
which  were  likewife  feparated  in 
the  fame  manner^  but  much  more 
difperfed,  could  not  havf  been  af« 
fembled  in  lefs  than  ten  days. 
And  even  then,  if  he  (hould  quit 
his  ftrong  ground  in  the  High- 
lands, in  order  to  pafs  over  to  the 
relief  of  the  Jerfeys,  he  muft  have 
fubjef^ed  himfeif  to  hazard  the 
confequences  of  a  general  adion, 
in  a  country,  which  from  its  na- 
ture, would  have  been  very  unfi^ 
vourable  to  him  in  foch  an  event. 
By  this  means,  the  pmvinces  of 
New  York,  and  the  J  .  jc-  s  w^re  in 
a  great  meafure  laid  open  to  the 
army;  the  neccfiary  iuppli^s  of  fo- 
rage and  proVifions  were plenti lull/ 
obtuned ;  and  an  opportunity  was 
afforded   to  the   weli-aSe^ed  of 

[j/]  9  coming 


4]        ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1779. 


comhig  in  lor  prote^Uon  or  fervice. 
Sach  was  one,  among  the  nnmber- 
lefs  advantages*  which  oor  naval 
command  of  the  ieas  and  rivers  af- 
forded in  the  conrfe  of  this  war. 

Baylor's  regiment  of  light  horfe, 
which  had  been  lately  raifed  in 
Virginia,  and  was  generally  called 
Mrs.  Wafliington's  regiment,  be- 
came  a  victim  upon  this  occaiion, 
to  the  dcii^n  of  Lord  Cornwallts, 
with  the  immediate  addrefs,  and 
prompt  execution,  of  Major  General 
Grey.  This  regiment  having  been 
detached  with  foif^e  militia  to 
watch  and  interrupt  the  foragers, 
their  vicinity  to  the  North  River, 
in  the  villages  of  Old  and  New 
Taapan,  where  they  lay,  with 
other  circamfonces  of  fitaation, 
and  perhaps  more  than  any,  their 
nnfofdierly  fecurity,.  and  eareleiT- 
nefs  with  refped  to  guards  aind 
pofts,  induced  Lord  Cornwallis  to 
form  a  plan  for  their  furprize  in 
the  night.  In  purfuit  of  this  de- 
fign,  whilfl  Gen.  Grey,  with  the 
light    infantry,    and    fome    other 

&0nt  f,^tk    *«■«>?«*    advanced    by 
Sept.  27th.  ^j^jj^  ^^  ^^^  j^^j^  ^^ 

furpriae  the  enemy  on  that  fide,  a 
..  detachment  was  made  from  Knyp- 
haufen's  corps,  on  the  'right,  con- 
fifHflg  of  the  71ft  regiment  under 
Col.  Campbell,  and  ah  American 
light  corps,  called  the  Queen's 
Rangers,  who  having  pafTed  the 
North  River »  intended  to  have  en- 
dofed  them  (6  efiedually,  that  be- 
.  ing  placed  between  two  fires,  few 
or  none  of  them  could  efcape. 

Some  deferters  from  the  column 
on  the  right,  prevented  the  com- 
pletion of  the  fcheme.  Tbefe  hav- 
.  sng  at  the  moft  critical  moment, 
V  souzed  the  militia  who  lay  ia 
New  Taapan,  from  their  trance  of 
itcarity«  afiwded  a  clear  opporta- 


Bity  for  their  efcape,  before  the  oo- 
Inmn  codd  come  up%  But  the  Ma- 
jor General  condoled  his  divtfion, 
with  fo  profound  a  filence,  and 
fuch  excdilency  of  order,  that  they 
not.  only  cut  off  a  ferjeant's  pa- 
trole  of  twelve  men,  without  any 
noife,  but  completely  furrounded 
the  village  of  Old  Taapan  without 
any  difcovery,  and  furprized  Bay- 
lor's  hprfe,  aileep  and  naked,  in 
the  barns  where  they  lay.  A  fe- 
vere  execution  took  place,  and  the 
regiment  was  entirely  mined.  - 

Capt.  Fergufon  of  the  70th  re* 
giment,  with  about  300  land  forces, 
were  detached  on  the  expedition  to 
Little  Egg  Harbour,  on  the  Jerfey 
coaft,  under  the  convoy  of  Capt. 
Colins  of  the  Zebra»  with  two 
other  frigates,  befides  fome  light 
armed  vdTels  and  gallies,  which, 
from  their  capadty  of  running  into 
(hallow  water,  were  particularly 
adapted  to  the  nature  ot  the  intend- 
ed fervice. 

The  convoy  arrived  at  the  place 
of  its  deilination  about  the  begin- 
ning of  Odober ;  but  as  the  wind 
and  other  circomftances  retaHed 
the  pafTsge  of  the  foips  oyer  a  bar 
which  lay  in  their  way,  and  that 
^ery  thing  in  fuch  an  enterprise 
depended  upon  expedition,  the 
troops  were  crowded,  as  circum- 
ilances  would  admit,  into  the  gal- 
lies and  fmall  craft,  which  were 
lightened,  by  uking  out  every 
thing  that  was  not  eflentially  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  immediate  fervice. 
It  feems,  that  the  enemy  having 
received  fome  intelligence  of  the 
defign  again  ft  them,  had  fuddeal/ 
fent  out  to  fea  foch  of  their  pri- 
vateers as  were  in  any  degree  of 
readinefs,  in  order  thereby  to 
evade  the  impending  danger.  The 
larger  ef  iheir  remaining  vefiels. 

con* 
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confiftiBg  moftljT  of  prizes*  were, 
for  their  greater  fecurity,  hauled 
op  the  river  Mullicus  as  hir  as  they 
ooaid  go,  to  a  place  called  Chefnat 
Neck,  which  lay  aboat  20  miles 
from  the  moath  of  the  river.  Their 
fnaller  privateers,  and  craft  of  dif- 
ferent forts,  were  carried  ftill  far- 
ther Dp  into  the  coantry. 

The  detachment,  with  the  lighter 
armed  veiTels,  proceeded,  through 
a  moft  difficult  paffage,  to  Chcfnut 
Neck ;  being  obliged  to  ^ork  their 
way  at  random  through  numberless 
ihoals^  without  the  aid  of  a  pilot, 
or  any  knowledge  of  the  channels* 
Having  faccefsfully  overcome  thefe 
difficulties,  they  difcovered  on  their 
arrival,  an  appearance  of  reiiilance 
which  they  could  fcarcely  have  ex- 
peded ;  one  battery  ihewing  itfelf 
dofe  to  the  water-fide,  and  another, 
with  a    breaft-work    manned,   to 
corer  it  on  an  adjoining  eminence. 
But  open  a  nearer  approach  it  was  ^ 
difcovered,  that  thefe  works,  were 
totally  deftitute  of  artillery;    and 
the  troops   being  landed   under  a 
well-direded  cannonade  from  the 
rallies  and  gun-boats,  the  neigh- 
oooriog  militia,  who  had  under- 
tdtea    their     defence    with    fmall 
arns,  foon  found  the  tafk  beyond 
their  ability,  and  were,  with  little 
dtficolty,  and   without    any   lofs, 
obliged  to  abandon  them  and  dif- 
fcrie. 

The  detachment  found  ten  vef- 
UM$t  this  place ;  which  were  of  a 
coivfidsrable  ^t:^  and  moftly  Briti(h 
prises.  Although  thefe  were  in 
genetal  vaiu^bk',  yet  the  difficulty 
of  the  navigation,  and  the  danger 
of  delay,  rendered  the  carrying 
thtmaS  imprailicable;  they  were 
accordingly  fired  and  dellroyed. 
Add  ai  the  trade  o(  New  York 
bd  fttffbrcd  greaUy  fiom  Uieir  de* 


predationi,  the  commanders  deter- 
mined to  root  out  this  neft  of  pri- 
vateers as  effedually  as  poflible. 
Under  this  determination,  they  dc- 
flroyed  the  fettlements,  ftorehoufea 
and  works  of  every  fort. 

The  good  will  of  the  officers  and 
troops  would   have    led   them    to 
complete  the  bufinefs,  by  proceed* 
ing   up   the  ri^er,  and  deftroying 
the  remainder  of  the  enemy's  flip- 
ping, in  their  laft  retreat,  at  tlie 
Forks,  if  the   difficulties  had  not 
appeared  too  difcouraging,  and  the 
danger  too   imminent   to  be    pru- 
dently encountered.      The  delays 
which  they  met  with  in  their  re- 
turn,  owing    to  the   ftrandine  of 
ibme  of   the  veiTels,   afforded   an 
opportunity  to  the  troops  of  making 
fome  fuccefsful  excurfions  into  tho 
neighbouring    country.      In   thefe 
they   dellroycd    fome   confiderable 
fait  works  as  well   as  the  houfes 
and  fettlements  of  feveral  perfons, 
who  bad    either   been  conspicuous 
by  their  adlivity  in  the  rebellion, 
charged  with  opprelfion  and  cruelty 
to  the  well  afi^<;6ted,  or  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  fitting  out 
of  privateers ;  a  fpecies  of  fervicc, 
however,  more  calculated  to  gra* 
ti  fy  refentments  on  one  fide,  and  to 
excite  them  on  the  other,  than  to 
produce  any  eflential  end  with  re- 
gard to  the  iiTue  of  the  war. 

When  the  troops  had  rejoined 
the  fquadron,  a  delay  occafioned 
by  contrary  winds  in  Egg  Har^ 
hour,  afix}rded  an  opportunity  to 
cnterpriziog  ofiicers  tor  the  per- 
formai^ce  ot  new  fervice,  and  that 
of  a  more  adive  and  fpirited  na« 
ture,  than  what  they  had  already 
executed.  A  French  captain,  with 
fome  private  men,  who  had  de- 
ferted  from  Pulafki's  legion,  gave 
fuch  an  account  of  (be  careleiii 
[J]  J  nuumct 
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manner  in  which  three  troops  of 
borfe,  |uid  as  many  companies  of 
infantry*  all  belonging  to  that 
corps,  were  cantoned,  at  only  a 
few  miles  diftance,  that  the  com- 
manding oQcers  by  Tea  and  land^ 
|ndgcd  it  a  fuf&cient  ground  for 
ondertaking  an  expedition  to  fur- 

?rise  and  beat  ap  their  quarters, 
^he  advantage  of  conveying  the 
aroop»  by  water  to  wkfain  a  fmall 
^ftaiice  of  their  defiination,   to- 

f  ether  with  the  information  given 
y  the  deferters  of  an  unguarded 
bridge,  which  lay  a  little  on  their 
£de  of  the  fcene  of  adion,  the 
pofleffion  of  which  would  fertre  in 
cafe  of  neceflity,  eBFedtttally  to  co- 
vet the  retreat  back  to  their  vef- 
fels,  added  mach  to  the  apparent 
eligibility  of  the  defign. 

The  deferccrs  fpoke  trmh  in  this 
inftance,  and  the  fuccefs  was  ac- 
cordingly anfwerable    to   the  ex- 
C£^ation.      250   men    were   em- 
rked,    who    after    rowing    ten 
mxles»   were   landed    long    before 
<lay -light,  within  a   mile  of  the 
bridge  and  defile  we  have  meo- 
4ioned  ;  thefe  being  feized  without 
difcover) ,  and  a  proper  goard  left 
to  fecure  the  pofleffion,  the  reft  of 
the    detachment    pulhed  forward, 
•nd  fo  completely  furprized   Pu- 
laiki's  light  infantry  in  the  honfes 
where  they  lay,  as  nearly  to  cut 
them  to  pieces  without  refiftance. 
fFhe  vi6lors  numbered  ^  above  fifty 
dead  bodies.     Several  officers,  and 
sunong  them,  the  Baron  de  B<tfe, 
« lienunant-colonel,  with  a  captain, 
^d  an  adjuunt,  periihed  in  this 
iPaughtcr.      Capt.    Pergnion    ob- 
serves in  his  ref  ort,  that  it  being 
m  ni^hjt  attack,  )i|tle  quarter  could 
be  gtveiv,  (b  that  only  five  priibners 
were    taken.      Though   iome  at- 
tempt was  made  bj  Pnlaib's  hori^ 


and  the  remains  of  his  infantiyt  t^ 
harafs  the  detachment  on  theif' 
retreat,  the  good  countenance  whick 
they  kept,  and  the  ppfieifion  of  ihm 
bridge,  rendered  it  totally  inefiec* 
tuaL 

Civil  wars  are  nnhappily  diftin- 
guiftied  from  all  otiiers,  by  a  dcv 
gree  of  rancour  in  their  profecn« 
tion,  which  does  not  esdft  in  the 
hoftilities  of  diftindi  nations,  and 
abfoiute  ftrangcrs.     They  are  of 
courfe    fruitful    in     circnmftancea 
grievous   to    humanity.     In    fuck 
cafes,  the  moft  triBing  occafions, 
the   moft   vague    and  abfurd^  ra* 
mours,  will  irritate  the  multitude 
in  all  armies,  to  ads  of  great  ri« 
gour   and  cruelty.      An    accoimc 
fiven  by  the  deferters,  that   pQ« 
jaiki  had  ifTued  public  orders,  for- 
bidding his   corps  to   grant  any 
quarter  to  the  Britiih  troops,  af- 
forded a  new  edge  to  the  fury  of 
the  foldiers,  and  flint  np  their  bo* 
fomi  againft  every  feeling  of  pity 
or  remorfe.  .This  tale,  toully  un- 
fupported,  as  it  (honld  feem,  by  < 
any  former,  concurrent,  or  fubfe* 
qnent  drcumftance,  might  well  be 
attributed  to  the  malice  of  the  de* 
ferters ;  and  perhaps  on  all  fuck 
occafions,  it  were  better  not  to  cro* 
dit  too  haftily,  thofe  reports  whick 
urge  to  ads  of  unufnal  feverity,  by 
ciiarging  a  like  intention  to  tke 
enemy. 

This  a»d  the  fmrmer  eypedition 
aflforded  an  opportunity  for  a  re* 
newal  of  thoie  complaints,  whick 
the  Americans  had  io  loudly  and 
repeatedly  made,  of  tke  iahnma- 
nities  and  cruelties  prercifed  by 
fome  corps  of  the  Britiih  troopa» 
as  well  as  by  their  auxiliaries.  A 
number  of  real  or  fuppofed  fads« 
•were  now  particularly  fupplied  by 
the  furpmt  of  Baylor's  rcgiaieat. 
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^lA  was  Tvprefented  u  a  cold*  doobt  feeffls  then  to  htve  been  en-* 
blood  maflacre  of  naked  men,  far-  tertained  of  their  recovery, 
priud  in  their  fleep;  and  who^  Although  fome  (ribes  of  the  In- 
from  a  reliance  on  the  laws  of  war  dians,  particularly  of  thofe  com- 
lod  caftoms  of  nations,  being  in  monly  called  the  Six  Nations,  had 
hA  expedation  of  quarter  when  fenc  congratulations  to  General 
tkey  made  no  refiHance,  would  Gates  on  his  fuccefs  at  Saratoga, 
not  leflen  or  hazard  that  fecurity,  and  feemed  to  enjoy  great  fatis- 
by  even  an  attempt  to  lay  hold  of  fadtion  in  that  events  and  that 
their  arms,  or  the  fmalleft  motion  others  took  different  opportunities 
of  defence.  The  depofitions  of  of  expreiline  (imilar  (entimentSj 
feveral  of  the  foldiers  who  had  yet  the  pre^nts  which  they  con- 
been  left  as  dead,  or  who  had  tinually  received  from  England^ 
otberwife  unaccountably  efcaped,  the  induflry  of  the  Britiih  agenti^ 
were  taken  upon  oath,  authenti-  and  the  influence  of  the  great 
cited  in  the  ufual  forms,  ancf  number  of  American  refugeea 
publifhed  by  authority.  Some  of  which  had  taken  (helter  amongft 
the  witneffes  who  appeared  upon  them,  all  operating  in  conjundipn 
this  occafion,  attbrded  fuch  extra-  Upon  their  uwn  native  and  uncon* 
ordinary  inllances  of  the  tena-  querable  paOion  for  rapine,  ibon 
cioofoefs  of  human  nature,  in  led  them  to  contradidb  in  ad» 
fome  particular  cafes  and  circum-  their  fentiments  or  profeflions  upon 
ftances,  with  refped  to  life,  that  that  occafion.  The  fucce(s  which 
i  reciul  of  the  fads  as  they  are  attended  the  fmall  expedicions  un- 
tried, may  poflibly  be  confidered  dertsken  by  individuals  of  diffe- 
bj  (bme  as  a  matter  of  phyfical  rent  tribes,  under  the  guidance  of 
coriofity.  Of  about  a  dozen  the  refugees,  who  knew  where  to 
wounded  foldiers  who  appeared  to  lead  them  diredly  to  fpoil,  and 
p^e  their  evidence,  three  had  how  to  bring  them  off  without 
deceived,  in  a  regular  gradation,  danger,  foon  fpread  the  contagion 
^m  nine  to  eleven  (labs  each,  of  of  havock  through  the  adjoining 
bsyonets,  in  the  bread  and  trunk  nations,  fo  that,  in  a  little  time, 
cf  the  body,  befides  feveral  wounds  dellrudion  raged  very  generally 
ii  other  parts.  Two  others  had  through  the  new  fetilemcnts,  on 
ftceived,  the  one  Bve,  and  the  the  back  of  the  northern  and  mid-* 
OCker  fix,  ifabs  in  the  body.  It  die  Colonies. 
win  undaubcedly  excite  the  admi-  Colonel  Butler,  whofe  namo 
ncign  of  whoever  coniiders  the  we  have  feen,  as  an  Indian  agent 
iitare  of  the  weapon,  and  the  and  commander,  in  the  wars  on 
kf^  which  it  derives,  as  well  the  iide  of  Canada,  and  who  had 
fton  the  weight  of  the  mufket  to  great  influence  with  fome  of  the 
wbidi  it  is  fixed,  as  from  the  northern  nations  of  that  people^ 
oa&ner  in  which  it  is  ufed,  and  together  with  one  Brandt,  an  half 
the  ftrength  <»f  the  operator,  that  Indian  by  blood,  a  man  of  de- 
tKefe  mcA  w^re  not  only  able  to  fperate  courage,  but,  as  it  is  faid 
0fe  their  telthdony  at  a  confide-  by  the  Americans,  ferocious  and 
nbie  di&anc^  ^  time,  but  that  no  cruel  beyond  example,  were  the 
m                        '  [yf]  j^  princii*. 
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priivdpal  leaden  ia  thefe  expedi- 
tions. The  vaft  extent  of  the 
frontiers,  the  fcattered  and  re- 
mote fituatipn  of  the  .fettlemeiKs, 
the  nature  of  the  combined  ene- 
my, which  Teemed  to  coalefce  in 
one  point  of  adion«  all  the  pro- 
perties of  Briti(h»  American,  and 
favagfs  warfare,  together  with  the 
exa^  knowledge  which  ,the  refu- 
gees po^ifed  of  every  objed  of 
their  enterprize,  and  the  imme- 
diate intelligence  which  they  re* 
ceived  from  their  friends  on  the 
^pot,  afforded  them  fuch  advan- 
tages in  thefe  expeditions,  that  the 
wretched  feiilcrs  found  all  perfo- 
nal  reiiftance  as  ineffedtual,  as 
public  protedlion  was  imprad^ica- 
ole.  To  complete  their  calamity, 
fubmiflion  could  procure  no  mer- 
cy, nor  was  age,  {ex,  or  condi. 
tion,  in  too  many  indances,  ca- 
pable of  allaying  the  fury  of  their 
lenemy. 

In  this  courfe  of  havock,  the 
dednidlion  of  the  fine,  new,  and 
fiouriQiing  fettlement  of  Wyom- 
ing, was  particularly  calamitous 
to  the  Americans.  That  diftridt, 
£tuated  on  the  eaftern  branch  of 
the  Ssfquebanna,  in  a  mod  beau- 
tiful country,  and  delightful  di- 
pnate,  although  claimed  by,  and 
in  the  natural  order  of  things 
feeming  properly  to  appertain  to 
Penfylvania,  was  notwithftanding, 
Jince  the  hit  war,  fettled  and  cul- 
tivated with  great  ardour,  by  a 
numerous  fwarm  from  the  popu- 
lous hive  of  Connedicot.  This 
^eafure  was,  however,  fo  much 
pppofed  and  refented  by  Penfyl- 
vania, Msd  fo  obftinately  fapport- 
cd  by '  its  antagonift,  that  after 
mach  altercation,  it  became  at 
leneth  the  foundation  of  an  ac- 
lual  war  betW^ea   the  two  Colo- 


nies, in  which  they  engaged  mtb 
fuch  earneilnefs,  that  it  was  not 
even  terminated  by  the  conteft 
with  the  mother- country,  until  the 
danger  grew  fo  near  and  fo  immi- 
nent to  both  fides,  as  of  necefficy 
to  fupcrfcde  for  the  prefcnt  all 
other  confiderations.  Their  rc^ 
fpeftive  charters,  and  the  granta 
of  land  under  them,  intcrfere4 
ftrangely  with  each  othen  It  may 
be  prefumed,  that  the  crown  ia 
thofe  days  did  not  take  much  trou- 
ble in  fettling  the  geography  of 
boundlefs  wailes,  ^hich  afforded 
no  immediate  value,  and  whofe 
future  cultivation,  or  any  difputea 
about  their  limits,  appeared  to  bo 
matters  of  fo  remote  and  uncer- 
tain a  fpeculation,  as  to  excite  bo 
great  degree  of  prefent  attention. 

The  Colony  of  Conncdicut  ob- 
tained  by  their  grant,  all  the  lands 
weilward,  within  their  proper  de- 
grees of  latitude,  to  the  South 
Seas,  which  were  not  already  oc- 
cupied by  other  powers.  Ne^r 
York,  and  New  Jerfcy,  were  theu 
within  that  exception,  being  botl) 
foreign,  and  they  ftretcbed  direct- 
ly acrofs,  in  the  way  of  that  grant. 
Penfylvania  was  afterwards  grant- 
ed to  its  proprietors,  lying  on  the 
farther  fide,  and  in  a  parallel 
line,  with  thefe  two  provinces. 
The  Connedicttt  men  acknow- 
ledged the  validity  of  the  excep- 
tion with  refpe£l  to  New  York 
and  Jerfey  ;  but  infilled,  that  theif 
right  emereed  on  the  weHera 
boundary  of  thofe  provinces,^  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fuppo(ed  line, 
and  could  not  in  any  degree  be 
affeaed  by  a  later  grant  made  to 
Penfylvania.  A  Claim  whicb,  if 
e(labli(hed,  would  narrow  the  lu 
mits  of  the  laft  province  to  a  de- 
greet   which  would  moft  materia 
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ally  zSe€t  Its  power  and  interel!s ;  purpofe   no   lefs    than    four  ferts. 

and   which  lying 'Open^  as  it  ftil]  which  Teemed,   at  leall,  fully  faf- 

does»   may    poflibly  be  prodaftive  ficicu     to     c^ver    the    fettlemenc 

of    very      material    confequences  from    the   irruptions   of  the  fava* 
with  refpe^  to   the  futare  ilate  of    ges. 

America.  But  neither  the  happinefs  of 
The  fettlement  of  Wyoming  climate,  the  fertility  of  foil,  nor 
coofilied  of  eight  townfhips,  eacti  -  the  remotenefs  of  fitaation,  could 
coDtaining  a  fqaare  of  five  miles,  prevent  che  evils  of  party  and  po« 
beautifully  fitoated  on  both  fides  litical  dilcord  from  fpringing  op 
of  the  Safquehanna.  In  fuch  a  amongfl  them.  It  might  indeed 
country,  fituation,  and  climate  as  appear  from  the  fupply  of  men 
we  have  defcribed,  and  bled  with  which  they  had  fent  to  the  army, 
a  foil  luxuriantly  fertile;  where  that  only  one  political  principle 
tftry  man  poflfcifed  an  abundance,  pervaded  the  fettlement;  a  fiip- 
which  was,  however,  the  fruit  of  ply  fo  ill  iuited  to  the  Aate  aad 
moderate  labour  and  indudry  ;  ftrength  of  an  infant  colony,  thac 
where  no  man  was  very  rich,  nor  it  feems  difBcult  whether  to  ad- 
very  great ;  the  inhabitants  exhi-  mire  more,  the  excefs  of  zeal 
bited,  upon  the  whole,  fuch  a  from  which  it  proceeded,  or  the 
picture  of  primeval  happinefs*  as  total  want  of  prudence,  policy^ 
has  feldom  b^en  equalled;  and  and  wifdom,  under  which  it  was 
fuch,  indeed,  as  humanity  in  its  dirc«lkd.  But  notwithftandio^ 
prefent   (late  feems  Icarcely  capa-  this   appearance,    they  had  no  in- 

couliderable    mixture    of   loyalifts 
among    themfelvcs,    and    the   tiro 


ble  of  exceeding. 
The    fettlement    increafed    and 


throve    accordingly.       And     not-    parties    were    actuated    by    fenti- 


withHanding   iu    infant  (late,  and 
tbe  oppofition  they  met  from  Phi- 


ments  of  the  mufl  violent  animo- 
iity.      Nor   were  thefe  animoliiiet 


ladelphia,  population  was  already  confined  to  particular  families  or 
become  fo  vigorous  amongft  them,  places,  or  marked  by  any  line  of 
that  they  had  fent  a  thou^nd  men  didinflion ;  but  creeping  withia 
to  (erve  in  the  Continental  army,  the  roofs»  and  to  the  hearths  and 
Vet,  with  this  exceflive  drain  boards  where  they  were  leaft  ez« 
^om  the  caluvation  of  a  new  Co-  pedied,  ferved,  as  it  afterwards 
looy,  their  farms  were  Hill  fo  fatally  appeared,  equally  to  poi- 
loided  with  plentiful  crops  of  fon  the  fources  of  domeHic  feco* 
Cfery  kind,  and  their  paftures  fo  rity  and  happinefs,  and  to  cancel 
iboadantly  covered  with  cattle,  the  laws  of  nature  and  humanity, 
tbt  their  fuppliet  to  the  army  in  It  would  feem  extraordinary,  if 
tbofe  refpe^,  were  at  lead  in  fuch  inflances  had  not  occuried 
loll  proportion  to  that  which  they  upon  other  occafions,  that  this  de- 
emed ID  men.  Nor  had  they  voted  people  had  frequent  and 
kcft  deficient  in  providing  againft  timely  warnings  of  the  danger  to 
Me  dangers*  to  which,  from  which  they  were  expofed  by  fend- 
4^  ftmnw  fituation,  they  were  ing  all  their  bed  men  to  fo  great 
pniealarlf  expofed;  and  had  a  diliance,  without  their  taking 
IfMii^gljr  coaftra^d  for  that  any  tiipely  meaforei  for  their  re- 
'■■-■■  call^ 
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ca11>  or  even  for  procoriAg  a  Tub- 
fKcttte  of  defence  or  prote6Hon. 
Their  quiet  had  been  interrupud 
hy  the  favages*  joined  with  ma* 
raading  parties  of  their  own  coon- 
trymen,  in  the  preceding  year; 
and  it  was  only  by  a  vigoroos  op* 
poficiony  in  a  coarfe  of  fnccefs* 
fnl  fktrmifhesy  that  they  had  been 
driven  ofF  or  difperfed.  Several 
of  thofe  whom  they  called  Tories, 
and  others  who  had  not  before 
been  fufpefled,  had  at  that  time 
and  fince  abandoned  the  fettle- 
ment,  and  along  with  a  perfed, 
and  confeqtiendy  dangerous  know- 
ledge of  all  the  particulars  of  their 
fituation  and  circumflancesy  were 
w^U  known  to  have  carried  along 
with  them  foch  a  ftock  of  private 
refentment,  from  the  abaiement 
and  infulcs  they  bad.  fuiFered  from 
the  prevailing  party,  as  could  not 
fail  to  give  a  direction  to  the  fu- 
ry, and  even  a  new  edge  to  the 
crnelty»  of  their  favage  and  iii- 
ireterate  enemies* 

A  fort  of  public  zEt  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  fettlefflcat  fince 
the  laft  invafion,  was  preceded 
with«  and  productive  of  circum- 
ftancesy  which  afforded  caufe  for 
the  greateft  aUrmi  and  for  every 
poffible  defenfive  precaution.  An 
anufual  number  of  Grangers  had, 
■nder  various  pretences,  and  the 
fanftion  of  that  univerfal  hofpitaltfy 
which  once  fo  much  dtflingutflied 
America  from  the  old  world,  come 
into  the  Colony,  where  their  be- 
^yiour  became  fo  fufpicious,  that 
^ey  were  at  length  uken  up  and 
fxamined,  when  fuch  evidence 
appeared  againft  fcveral  of  them; 
ipf  their  aaing  in  diroA  concert 
with  the  enemy,  on  a  fcheme  for 
^e  de(lrtt£Bon  of  the  fettlements, 
t!^t  abo4t  cweacy  were  fent  off 


under  a  (Iron*  guard  to  C6ii« 
neAicot,  in  otSer  to  be  there  in» 
prifoned  and  tried  for  their  livea« 
The^  remainder  of  thefe  ftrang< 
Tories,  againft  whom  no  fofficient 
evidence  could  be  procured,  were 
only  expelled.  It  was  foon  well 
known,  that  this  meafure  of  fend* 
ing  their  fellows  to  Connedicor. 
had  excited  the  rage  of  thofe  call- 
ed Tories,,  in  general,  whether 
in  arms  on  the  frontiers,  or  other* 
wife,  in  the  moft  extreme  de- 
gree; and  that  all  the  threat! 
which  had  ever  been  denounced 
againft  this  people,  were  now 
renewed  with  aggravated  ven-* 
geance. 

As  the  time  approached  fo;  the 
final  ^  cataftrophe,  the  In^ans 
pr^Cliled  a  more  refined  diffimu- 
lation,  if  not  greater  treachery, 
than  had  been  cuftomary  with 
them.  For  feverat  weeks  previ- 
ous to  the  intended  attack,  they 
repeatedly  fent  fmall  parties  to 
the  f(9tt!ement,  charged  with  the 
ftrongeft  profeffions  of  frtendftiip, 
declarations  of  the  fulleft  deGre 
and  intention  to  preferve  the  peace 
inviolate  oo  th^r  fide,  and  re- 
queftsf  that  the  fame  favourable 
and  pacific  difpofitiott  might  be 
entertained  and  cultivated  on  the 
other.  Thefe  parties,  befides  lul- 
ling the  people  in  their  prefent 
decehfol  fecurity,  anfwered  the 
purpofes,  of  communicating  with 
their  friends,  and  of  obferving^ 
the  immediate  ftate  of  affairs  in  the 
Colony.  Some  alarm,  or  fenfc 
of  their  danger,  began,  however, 
to  fpread  among  the  people,  attd 
lenera  were  fent  to  General  Waih<r 
ingtoQ,  and  to  others  in  authori- 
ty, reprefenting  theh*  fituation, 
and  demanding  immediate  aftift- 
foce,  ^s  the  time  more  nearly 
afproachedt 
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wifrouheA,  fome  fmall  pfu-ttes  of 
tie  enemy,    more  impAtienC  than 
the  reft,  or  more  eager  aod  covetoot 
to  cotte  in  for  th*  Hrft  fruits  of  the 
fpoii,  made  fudden  irroptionf  into 
the  ietdement,  and  committed  ie- 
vtril  robberieB  and  murders;  in  the 
QMirfe  of  which,   whether  through 
ignorance,  or  whether  from  a  total 
cofttemf  t  of  all  ties  and    obliga- 
tions, they  maflacrcd  the  unhappy 
«ife  and   6ve  children  ot  one  of 
tbofe  men,  who  had  been  fent  for 
trial,  in  their  own  caufe,  to  Conncc- 
ticat. 


have  the  defence  of  Wyoming,  ei<* 
tber  committed  to  his  charge,  or 
by  fome  means  fall  to  his  lot* 
This  man,  with  nearly  the  wholo 
force  of  the  fettlement,  was  fta-> 
tioned  in  the  principal  fort,  calle4 
Kingfton  ;  whither  alfo,  the  wo- 
men, children,  and  defenceltffi  of 
all  forts,  as  the  only  place  of 
comtiion  refuge,  crowded  ior  (heU 
tcr  and  prote£iion.  It  would 
feem,  from  hi:^  fituation  and  forco 
in  that  place,  that  he  might  there 
have  waited,  and  furccfsially  re« 
filled,    all    the    atterjpts    of    the 


At  length,  in  the  beginning  of   enemy.       But    this    man    wts    (6 


July,  177B,   the   enemy  appeared 
faddenly,    but    in    full    force,    on 
the  Suiquehanna.      They  were  led 
by  Butler,  that  diftinguiihed  par- 
tixan,  whofe  name  tfc  have  alrea- 
dy   mentionrd ;    who  was   affifted 
by  moti  of  thefe  leaders,  who,  like 
bin,  had  rendered   themfelves  ter- 
fible  in  the  prefent  frontier   war. 
Their  force  was  eftimated  at  about 
1,600  men,  of  whom,   fomething 
1^    than  one* fourth    were   Indi- 
ans, led  by   thdr  own   chiefs  ;  the 
oibers  were  difgnifed  and  painted 
tt  (ioch  a  manner,    as  not  to   be 
dTftitjgiril^ed     from     the    favages, 
tsceptvng  only  tlicir  officers*,  who, 
brm^  dreCed  in  regimentals,  car- 
ritd   tilt    appearance    of  regulars* 
One  of    I  he    fmaller  forts,   which 
vrtf    rao^ly    garrifcned    by    thole 
cillfd  Tories,  wu  by  them  given 
fp,  or   If  it    was   (aid   betrayed. 
Another     was     taken     by    ftom, 
tthetc,    ahhoQgh    they    mafiacred 
lie  men  in. the  moft  inhuman  man- 
ner, ihey  fpartd  the  women  and 

Ufremi  odd  enough,  if  not  fin- 
«lar,  that  another  Colonel  But 
kr,  and  faid  to  be  a  near  relation 
|B  the  invader^  ibonld  ciiaoce  i» 


wretchedly  weak,    that  he  fulFered 
hroifelf  to  be  enticed  by  his  name« 
fake  and  kiniinaa,  to  abandon  the 
advantage  and  fecurity  afForded  hy 
his  forirefs,    and    to    devote  thoiil 
under    his    charge   to   certain  de- 
ftrudion,  by  expoiing  them  naked 
to  lb  fcvrre  an  enemy.     UndT  the 
colour  of  tiotding  a  parlev  for  ^he 
conclufion  of  a  treaty,   he  was  led 
into  an  agreement,  that  upon  die 
enemy    withdrawing    their    force* 
he    (hould   march    out    lo   hold  a 
conference  with  them  in  the  open 
field,  and  that  at  16  great   a  d:f- 
tance  from   the    fort,   as   (hut  out 
every   poff.bility  of  the  protedion 
which   it  otherwife  afforded      To 
render  this  meafure  ftitl  more  un« 
accountable,  he,  at  the  fame  time* 
fhewed  fo  great  a  diftruft  ot  ihe 
enemy,  and  feemed  fo  thoroughly 
apprehenfive  of  their  deiigns,  thaf 
he  marched  400  men  well  armed^ 
being  nearly  the  whole  (lreng:h  oF 
his  garrifon,  to  guard  bis  perfon  t^ 
the  place  of  parley. 

Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  waa 
greatly  furprized  at  finding  no^ 
body  to  treat  with  ;  but  not  being 
willing  to  return  without  finiihing 
hia  bi^efs,  he  advanced  towar<S 

the 
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the  foot  of  the  neiehbooriog  moua- 
tains»  ftill  bopiogdiat  he  might  hear 
or  ice  fomething  of  thoTe  he  want- 
ed. As  the  country  began  to  grow 
dark  and  wpody,  a  flag  At  length  ap* 
peared,  at  a  conflderable  diftance 
among  the  bufhes,  the  holders  of 
which  iceraed  fo  much  afraid  of 
treachery  and  danger  from  his  fide, 
that  they  retired  as  he  advanced ; 
whilft  he,  endeavouring  to  remove 
this  ill  impreflion,  ftill  pnrfoed  the 
flag. 

This  commander  of  a  garri- 
loQ  did  not  once  perceive  his  dan- 
ger,  until  his  party  was  thoroagh- 
ty  enclofed,  and  he  was  fuddenly 
awakened  from  his  dream,  by 
finding  it  attacked  at  once  on 
every  fide.  His  behavionr  in  this 
wretched  fituation,  could  fcarcely 
have  been  expedied  from  the  con* 
dud  which  led  him  into  it  J  He 
and  hb  party,  notwithftanding  thofe 
circamilances  of  furprize  and  dan-. 
ger  which  might  have  difconcerted 
the  moft  veteran  troops,  fought 
with  refolution  and  bravery  ;  and 
kept  up  fo  continual  and  heavy  a 
fire  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
that  they  feemed  to  gain  a  marked 
fuperiority  over  their  numerous 
enemy. 

In  this  critical  moment  of  dan- 
ger, fome  fadden  impnlfe  of  fear, 
or  premediuted  treachery  in  a 
foldier,  which  induced  him  to  cry 
oat  aloud  that  the  colonel  had  or* 
dered  a  retreat,  determined  at 
once  the  fiite  of  the  party,  and 
pofiibly  that  of  the  final  author  of 
their  ruin.  In  the  Hate  of  con- 
fufion  that  enfued,  the  enemy 
breaking  in  on  all  fides  without 
obilrudtion,  commenced  an  unrefiiled 
^laughter.  Confidering  the  great 
fnperiority  of  nambers  on  the  fide 
ft  the  yiOoif^  ^  Aeetncfs  9^  thp 


iavages,  and  the  fieroenefs  of  the 
whole,  together  with  the  manner  in 
which  the  vanqaiflied  had  been  ori- 
ginally fnrrounded,  it  afibrds  no 
fmall  room  for  a^niihment,  that 
the  commander  of  the  garrilbn,  with 
about  feventy  of  his  party,  fiionld 
have  been  able  to  ef&d  their  efcape» 
and  to  make  their  way  good  to  a 
fmall  fort  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river. 

The  conquerors  immediately  in- 
vefted  Fort  Kingfton,  and  to  cheer 
the  drooping  fpirits  of  the  weak 
remaining  garriibn,  fent  in  for  their 
contemplation  the  blq^y  fcalps  of 
200  of  their  late  relations,  friends, 
and  comrades.  Colonel  Denntfoa, 
the  prefent  commander  of  the  fort, 
ieeing  the  impoffibility  of  any  ef- 
fectual defence,  not  having'  force 
fufficient  even  to  man  the  works  for 
one  effort,  went  with  a  flag  to  fiuc« 
ler,  to  know  what  terms  he  would 
grant  on  a  fur  render ;  to  this  ap- 
plication of  weaknefs  and  mifery, 
Butler,  with  all  the  phlegm  of  a 
real  favage,  aofwered  in  two  ihoit 
words,  **  the  hatchet.'*  In  thefe 
dreadful  circumfiances,  the  unfor- 
tunate governor  havine  defended 
his  fort,  until  moft  of  the  garrifoa 
were  kHled  or  difabled,  was  at 
length  compelled  to  farrender  at 
difcretion.  Some  of  the  unhappy 
perfons  in  the  fort  were  carried 
away  alive  ;  hue  the  barbarous 
conquerors,  to  fave  the  trouble  of 
murder  in  detail,  (but  up  the  greatT 
er  pare  promifcuoafly  in  the  houfes 
and  barracks,  which  having  them 
fet  on  fire,  they  enjoyed  the  la- 
vage pleafure  of  beholding  tiio 
wMe  confuBved  in  one  general 
blaze. 

They  then  proceeded  to  the  on- 
ly /emainiog  fort,  called  Wilkef- 
boroingh^  which,  ii^  hopes  of  oh^* 
t^inin^ 
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tnning    mercy»    was    forrendered 

without  refiftAnce,  or  without  even 

.dcmandiar  any  conditions.     Here 

the  trigeay  was  renewed  with  ag- 

Eivaied  horrors.  They  found 
re  about  feventy  of  that  fort  of 
ailitia,  who  are  engaged  by  the 
different  provinces*  merely  for  the 
gutrd  and  defence  of  their  refpec- 
tive  frontiers,  and  who  are  not 
called  to  any  other  fervice.  With 
thefe,  as  objefls  of  particular  en- 
mity, the  ilaughter  was  begun ; 
and  they  were  batch;:red  with 
every  poflible  circumilance  of  the 
mofl  deliberate,  wanton,  ahd  fa- 
vage  cruelty.  The  remainder  of 
the  men,  with  the  women  and 
children,  not  demanding  fo  much 
particular  attention,  were  (hut  up 
as  before  in  the  houfes,  which 
being  fet  on  fire,  they  perilhed  all 
together  in  the  flames. 

A  general  fcene  of  devallation 

lii   now   fpread    through    all    the 

tovDlhips.      Fire,  fword,  and' the 

other  different   ihflruments  of  de- 

firudion      alternately     triumphed. 

The  com  fields  were  fet  on  fire,  and 

the  (landing    corn,     now    almoft 

ready  for    the   (ickle,  burnt  as  it 

grew.       The    houfes,     foroicorc, 

valuables  of  every  kind,  together 

with  iU  thofe  improvements  which 

owed  their  rife  to  the  perfevering 

toil,  and  patient  indudry  of  man, 

vcte  u  completely   dcitroyed,  as 

Khar    nature,     or    the     indudry 

of   the     fpoilert    would     admit. 

The   fcttlements    of   the    Tories 

■loM,     generally     efcaped,     and 

I      jWBMtd  at  iflands  in  the  midd  of 

W  fivfoaoding  ruin.     It  has  been 

i      <An  oblsvcd,    that  the  pradice 

[    'Hd  kaUt-of  cruelty^  with  refpeiit 

r     tl  Mf  ptrdailar  objea,  begets  a 

||    '^Uinr  IB.  iU  execution,    and  a 

[  ^tUftUm  to  isa  commUfion^  with 


regard  to  all  others.  Thus,  thefe 
mercilefs  ravagers,  when  the  main 
objects  of  their  cruelty  were  ex- 
haufted,  (eemed  to  direct  their 
animofity  to  every  part  of  living 
nature ;  and,  as  if  it  were  a  relax- 
ation or  amufement,  cut  out  the 
tongues  of  the  horfes  and  cattle* 
leaving  them  dill  alive  only  to 
prolong  their  agonies. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the 
more  fingular  or  detached  circum- 
dances  of  barbarity,  which  are  re- 
lated as  parts  of  this  madfacre,  A 
Captain  Bedlock,  who  had  been 
taken  prifoner,  being  dripped 
naked,  had  his  body  duck  full  of 
(harp  pine  fplinters,  and  then  a 
heap  of  knots  of  the  fame  wood 
being  piled  round  him,  the  whole 
was  fet  on  fire,  and  his  two  com- 
panions, the  Captains  Ranfon  and 
Durgee,  thrown  alive  into  the 
dimes.  It  is  faid,  that  the  re- 
turned Tories,  who  had  at  different 
times  abandoned  the  fettlement  in 
order  to  join  in  thofe  favage  expe- 
ditions, were  the  mod  didinguiflied 
for  their  cruelty.  Among  thefe, 
one,  whofe  mother  had  married  a 
iccond  hud)and,  butchered  with 
his  own  hands,  both  her,  hit 
father-in-law,  his  own  iiders,  and 
their  infant  children.  Another, 
who,  during  his  abfence,  had  fent 
home  feveral  threats  again d  the  life 
of  his  father,  now  not  only  realized 
them  in  perfon,  but  was  himfelf, 
with  his  own  hands,  the  extermi- 
nator of  his  whole  family;  mo- 
ther, brothers,  and  fiders,  mingled 
their  blood  in  one  common  car- 
nage, with  that  of  the  ancient  huC- 
band  and  father. 

However  painful  the  ta(k  of  re- 
citing fuch  horrible  barbarities, 
(many  of  the  word  circumfUncet 
of  which  are  fpared]   it  may  not 

be 
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be  totally  ofeleTty  if  they  ferve  to 
prodace  a  diflike  of  that  prompci- 
tade  of  eatering  into  wars,  whictt 
it  but  too  natural  to  people,  as 
weU  as  to  piioces»  when  they  fee 
the  confequences,  which  their  paf- 
ton,  often  for  trivial  and  con- 
tanptible    objeds,   fo    frequently 

1)rodnce;  and  by  which  they  ire 
ed  gradually,  not  only  to  great 
crimen  and  great  misfortunes,  but 
•ven  to  a  total  change  and  degra- 
dation of  their  nature. 

It  is  neccflary  to  obferve  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  deftruAion  of  Wyom- 
ing, that  as  no  narrative  of  the  ex- 
ploits of  the  leaders  in  that  tranf- 
eAioo,   whether    by  authority  or 
4>t)ierwire,   has  as  yet  appeared  in 
this  country,  we  can  only  rely,  for 
tiie  authenticity  of  the  fads  which 
we  have  Hated,  upon  the  accounts 
publiihed  by  the  Americans.    As 
thefe  have  already  been  long  ex- 
pofed  to  the  view  of  all  Eurvpe, 
^ithoot  their  yet  producing  a  (ingle 
cofitradidion,  any  natural,  but  im- 
proper partiality,  which  might  be 
A   temptation  to  induce  us,  either 
to  draw  a  veil  over  the  whole,  or 
to  fupprefs  aoy  of  the  parts  of  that 
tranfadion,  would  therefore  of  coorfe 
be  as  fruitlefs  in  the  effect,  as  dif- 
gfaceful  in  thedefign.  Happy  (hould 
we  deem  it,  for  the  honour  of  huma- . 
Bity,  that  the  whole  account  was  de- 
flKSiftratedtobeafable.    The  event 
bas  already  (hewn  the  impolitic  na- 
tare   of   thefe   proceedings,  which 
bave  only  ferved  to  ix  a  bitter  and 
lafHng  refentment  in  the  minds  of 
the  colonifb. 

The  fufFlerings  of  the  ttfag^s, 
confilHng  moftly  of  wooien  and 
children,  (the  broken  parti,  and 
Mattered  relicks  of  families,  who 
bad  eicaped  to  the  woods  daring 
the  different  kenei  of  that  dkrafta- 


tion)  were  little  lefs  deplorak^^^ 
than  thofe  of  their  friends  who  l^Md 
perifhedin  the  ruins  of  their  houfiv# 
Difperfed  and  wandering  in  the  fo- 
refts,  as  chance  and  fear  diraded 
their  fteps,  withont  any  mudNil 
knowledge  or  communication,  with- 
out provifion  or  covering,  they  had 
a  long  trad  of  defarts  to  traver(e# 
without  guide  or  diredion.  Tkey 
accordingly  ftii^red  tvery  degree 
of  diftrefs.  Several  women  were 
delivered  alone  in  the  woods,  ac  a 
great  dillance  from  every  poflibility 
of  relief,  li  thefe,  through  vigour 
of  mind,  or  flrength  of  con^tu- 
tion,  efcaped,  undoubtedly  others, 
in  iimilar,  and  in  different  circam- 
ftances,  perifhed. 

Although  the  fate  of  Wyoming, 
and  the  lamentations  of  the  far- 
vivors,  had  ferved  alternately  to 
freeze  every  bread  with  horror, 
and  to  melt  it  with  compaffion; 
yet  the  various  objedls  and  exigen- 
cies cd  the  war,  rendered  the  Ame- 
ricans incapable  for  the  prefent, 
of  executing  that  vengeance  on 
their  iavage  enemy,  which  was, 
however,  fully  intended  at  a  proper 
feafon.  Some  fmall  expeditions 
were,  indeed,  undertaken,  which, 
from  the  difficulties  attending 
them,  and  the  fpirit  of  enterprise 
.  nnder  which  they  were  condoled, 
were  not  deftitute  of  merit,  and 
confeqoently,  are  not  unworthy  of 
obiervation,  in  the  narrative  of  a 
campaign  not  diftinguiibed  by  any 
adivity  in  the  great  and  fplcn^d 
operations  of  war. 

Of  this  fort  was  an  cxpeditioa 
nndertaken  in  the  coorfe  of  die 
fummer  from  Virgttiia,  under  the 
condoQ  of  a  Col.  Clarke,  with  a 
fmall  party  of  between  two  add 
three  hundred  men.  It  cannot  bat 
an>Mr  «Aguflli»g  to  ikob,  who 
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kkft  been  generally  uTed  to  con- 
tcfoplise  military  operatioos,  only 
as  they  are  circumferibed  urithin 
the  narrow  confines  of  Earopean 
countries,  that  the  objed  of  this 
en&erprixe  waa  at  (o  vaU  a  diftance, 
as  that  the  party*  in  their  way, 
were  obliged  to  traverie  no  lefs 
than  i^at  1200  jniles»  of  a 
booodleis,  nncoltivated,  and  an- 
iohabited  waSe,  through  which 
they  were  under  a  neceffity  of  con- 
veying every  neceflTary  for  fnb- 
fili^nce,  and  every  equipment  for 
afiioQ.  It  is,  however  J  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  their  convey ance^  for 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  way, 
was  by  water. 

Their  objeA  was  the  redufUon 
of  thofe  French  fettlements,  which 
bad  been  planted  by  the  Canadians 
on  the  o^per  Mtffifippi,  in  chat  fine 
and  fertile  region,  as  it  is  defcribed* 
which  uking  its  name  from  a  noted 
nation  of  Indians*  is  called  the  lU 
linois  oonntry.  It  appears >  that 
nnch  of  the  mifchief  which  had 
fallen  upon  the  fouchern  and  mid- 
dle colonics  from  the  iccurtions  of 
ihs  lavages,  had  been  attributed  to 
the  adivity  of  the  governor  of  thoie 
ietUeoents;  who,  fmce  the  com- 
ACQceoient  of  the  troubles,  a£ting 
is  an  agent  for  government,  and 

Eying  large  rewards  for  fcalps, 
d  befides  been  indefatigable  in 
his  coadnual  endeavours  of  excit- 
hf  the  Ohio  and  Miffifippi  In- 
iiil^  to  undertake  expeditions 
4|iiisil  the  b^ck  fctclcjncnts.  This 
<<b4K'  ^^  ^^^  iTVQtivcio  thepre- 
ioic  diliant  expedition* 

The  party,  after  a  long  conrfe 
dpwn  the  M'O^ongshcb,  and  what 
^igkl  be  cottljdered  in  p.iut  of 
Orcm,  sM  a  vi;)ya^e,  oa  the  Ohio, 
irnrtd  at  length  at  the  great  falls 
■f  the  iaitei #  wUhia  abuui  60  Ailes 


of  iu  mouth,  where  they  hid  their 
boats,  and  bent  their  conrfe  bf 
land  to  the  northward.  In  thif 
fiage  of  the  expedition,  after  con- 
fuming  all  the  provifion  which  they 
had  been  able  to  cirry  on  their 
backs,  they  endured  a  hard  march 
of  two  days  without  any  futtenance. 
We  may  therefore  well  credit  their 
afTertion,  that  when  they  arrived  in 
this  hungry  ftate,  about  midnight, 
at  the  town  of  Ka(ka(kias,  they 
were  unanimoufly  determined  to 
take  it  or  to  periih  in  the  attempt. 

I'his  town  contained  about  250 
hout'es,  and  was  fufficiently  fortified 
to  have  witbllood  a  much  ftronger 
enemy;  but  as  the  imagined  feco- 
rity  which  the  people  derived  from 
their  remotenefs,  forbad  all  ideas  of 
danger,  it  of  courfe  fuperfcded  all 
precaution  againll  a  furprize.  This 
was  accordingly  as  complete  aa 
polfible.  The  town  and  fort  weftf 
taken,  without  noifc  or  oppoiiti^f 
before  the  people  wetp  well  awake; 
and  the  inhabitants  were  fo  effec- 
tually fecured,  that  not  fo  muck 
as  a  (ingle  perfon  efcaped  to  alarm 
the  neignbcuring  fettlements.  Th^ 
governor,  Philip  Rocheblave,  who^ 
was  confidered  as  fo  inimical  to  the 
Americans,  was  fent  to  Virginia, 
with  all  the  written  inftru^iont 
which  he  had  received  from 
Qnrbec,  Detroit »  and  Michilli* 
maukinack,  for  fetting  on  and  pay^ 
ing  the  Indians.  The  inhabitanti 
were  compelled  to  take  an  cath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  States; 
and  the  fort  became  the  principal 
citadel  and  head  quarters  of  the 
vidlors. 
>  A  fmall  detachment  which  wti 
pufheJ  forward  from  this  place  oa 
norfeback,  furprized  and  took  witk 
as  little  difficulty,  three  other 
fxcach    iowos^    which    lay    from 
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fifteen  to  aboat  feventy  miles  far- 
ther up  the  Miflifippi.  In  all,  the 
inhabitants  feem  to  have  transfer- 
red their  allegiance  with  great  fa- 
cility ;  nor  were  thofe  difperfed  in 
the  country  behind  -  hand  with 
them;  who,  without  waiting  for 
any  operation  of  force  or  neceffity» 
flocked  in  by  hundreds  to  uke  the 
new  oath. 

The  fitaation  ofthisfmall  party, 
in  the  heart  of  the  Indian  country, 
at  the  back  of  ibme  of  their  moft 
crnel  and  hoftile  tribes,  in  the 
track  of  many  others,  and  more  or 
lefs  in  the  way  of  all,  was  converted 
to  peculiar  advantage,  by  the  ex- 
traordinary aflivity,  and  unwearied 
fpirit  of  their  commander.  He  di- 
reeled  and  timed  his  attacks  with 
iach  judgment,  and  executed  them 
with  fucb  filence  and  difpatcb,  that 
the  favages,  at  length,  found  their 
own  mode  of  war  etfediualiy  turned 
upon  them.  Surprized  in  their 
inmoft  retreats,  and  mo(V  fequefter- 
cd  receiTes,  at  thofe  times  and  fea- 
ions,  when  they  were  fcarcely  lefs 
indifpofed  for  a£tion,  thaii  unpre- 
pared for  defence,  they  experienced 
m  their  own  huts  and  families^  that 
snexpeAed  flaughter  and  deUruc- 
tion,  which  they  had  fo  frequently 
carried  home  to  others.  Thus  feel- 
ing, in  the  moil  fenfible  manner, 
thofe  calamities  which  they  were 
only  wont  to  adminiiler,  they  grew 
cautious  and  timid;  and  the  con- 
tinual danger  to  which  their  fami- 
lies were  expofed,  damped,  for  a. 
while,  the  ardour  of  the  warriort 
in  undertaking  expeditions.  In  the 
anean  time,  the  Americans  in  the 
liack  fettlements,  not  only  hearing 
of  Clarke's  fuccefles,  but  imme- 
diately feeling  their  benefit,  began 
to  {bake  off  their  terror,  and  even 
feemed  by  degrees  to  partake  of  hid 
fpirii  and  enterprize. 


<An  expedition,  in  fome  degfed 
of  the  fame  natore,  was  alfo  an- 
dertaken,  from  the  remote  and  np^ 
per  parts  of  Penfylvania  in  the 
month  of  Odober,  under  the  con- 
dua  of  a  Col.  Butler ;  the  prefent 
being,  however,  as  much  direded 
againd  feveral  confiderable  fettle- 
ments belonging  to  thole  people 
whom  they  called  Tories  (and  who, 
from  the  violence  of  their  paft  hof- 
tilities,  had  become  particularly 
obnoxious) ,  as  againft  the  Indians^ 
with  whom  they  feem  to  have  been 
intermixed  as  one  people.  This 
party,  which  confifte^i  of  a  Penfyl- 
vania regiment,  covered  by  rifie^ 
men  and  rangers,  took  its  depart 
ture  from  Schoharie;  and  having 
gained  the  head  of  the  Delaware^ 
marched  down  that  river  for  two 
days ;  from  whence,  turning  off  to 
the  right,  they  (b-ock  acrofs  the 
mountains  to  the  Sufquehanna, 
which  was  the  fcene  of  action. 

Without  entering  into  a  detail  of 
particulars,  it  will  be  fufEcient  to 
obferve,  that  they  totally  burnt 
and  deftroyed,  both  the  Indian 
cafties  or  villages  in  that  quarter, 
and  the  other  fettlements.  But 
that,  notwithftanding  the  otmoft 
addrefs,  and  precaution  were  prac- 
tifed  for  the  pnrpofe  of  a  complete 
fnrprize,  the  inhabitants,  both  To* 
ries  an4  Indians,  had  the  fortune 
to  efcape;  a  deliverance  of  nofmalt 
moment  in  their  fitnation ;  as  the 
vengeance  for  Wyoming,  where 
they  bore  a  di^nguilhed  parr, 
would  ondonbtedly  have  mllen 
heavy  upon  chem.  The  deftrac- 
tioQ  was  extended  for  feveral  miles 
on  both  fides  of  the  Snfquehanna  s 
in  the  conrfe  of  which,  the  frniti 
of  a  plentifttl  harveft,  together  with 
*the  only  faw-mill  and  grift-mill  in 
that  whole  conntrv,  fliam  an  equal 
face    with   the  hoafes  and  everjr 
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Other  artkle  ufcful  or  neceflaiy  to 
inan. 

The  difficolUesi  diflrefles^  and 
dingers,  which  the  party  encoun* 
teral  in  this  expedition,  wefe  pe- 
culiar CO  that  part  of  the  wond ; 
tod  required  no  fmall  ihare  of  that 
padeot  forutnde,  and  hardinefs  of 
body  and  mmd,  which  can  fcarcel/ 
be  acquired  wichoat  long  habitude, 
BDder  certiun  marked  circumftances 
of  fitoation^  by  any  conflderable 
umber  of  men.  Notwithilanding 
the  occafional  affi(Uhce  which  they 
derived  from  their  pack-horfea, 
they  were  under  a  neccffity  of  car- 
rying fix  days  provifions  on  their 
bacb';  and  thns  loaded,  continu- 
ally  to  wade  through  rivers  and 
creeks  of  fuch  a  depth  and  magni- 
tude, that  they  would  fcarcely  ap- 
pear paflable^  without  any  incum- 
Drance,  to  men  unufed  to  fuch  fer- 
^kc  In  thefe  circumftances,  after 
tbe  toil  of  a  hard  march,  and  in 
fane  fituatioof  not  venturing  to 
atke  fire»  for  fear  of  ^covery» 
tbey  were  obliged  to  endure,  with- 
Mt  coverj  the  chilling  nights  and 
]^  rains  peculiar  to  that  climate 
MilMbni  irhilft  their  arms  were 
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rendered  nfelefs^  at  thofe  times 
when  they  were  mod  liable  to  the 
fudden  attack  of  an  enraged  and 
cruel  enemy,  whofe  principal  effort 
lay  in  that  fort  of  furprise^  Thefe 
were,  however,  only  imall  matters, 
when  compared  with  the  danger 
which  awaited  their  retnrni  and 
which  they  hardly  efcaped.  This 
was  the  fudden  rifing  of  the  ereac 
rivers  in  their  way,  occafiondd  by 
the  continual  rains,  wfailft  they 
were  ftill  in  the  enemies  country, 
(who  were  very  ilrong  in  that  quar- 
ter) their  provifions  nearly  expend- 
ed, and  every  moment  aflFording 
frelh  room  for  apprehenfion,  that 
their  return  would  become  totally 
impradticable.  A  flrenuoas  and  bold 
exertion,  to  which  fortune  was,  at 
leaH,  negatively  favourable,  pre- 
vented the  fatal  confeqneiices  of 
that  event* 

In  this  manner,  the  favage  part 
of  the  war  was  carried  on  in  Ame- 
rica with  mutual  boldnefs  and  per- 
feverance;  and  wade  and  cruelty 
inflided  and  retorted,  with  infinite 
variety  of  fcenes  of  horror  and 
difgoft* 
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Xtuttw  of  immlimory  mut/ura  par/ued  by  the  ctmmijjimirs  for  reftmring 
ftaci  to  America.  Attempt  to  open  and/mooth  ^he  nvay  to  a  negeciation  by 
fri'vmte  communUationS  and  correspondence t  fails  in  the  eje^t  and  is  highly 
refented  by  the  Congrcfs,  Re/olutions  by  that  body  againft  holding  «jpr 
romnnmicatioH  or  intercourje  wth  one  of  the  cowmtffioners.  Gentleman  in 
ftteJUoMf  declinei  aOing  any  longer  in  the  commijhn^  and  publijhes  eo 
declaration  in  anfritr  to  the  Congre/s,  Declaration  from,  the  remaining 
eommijffloners  in  anfwer  to  that  body.  Final  manifefto  and  proclamation 
hy  the  commiffioners.  Cautionary  meafures  recommended  by  the  Congrefs 
to  the  people ;  follovied  by  a  counter  maniffto^  threatening  retaliation* 
Singular  letter  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fi^ette,  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifh% 
American  expedition  for  the  redudion  of  the  Britifi^  fcttlements  in  the  country 
of  the  NatcheSf  on  the  borders  of  the  Miffijsppi.     Expedition  from  Ne^w* 

'  Jorki  under  the  conduit  of  Commodore  Parker  and  Colonel  Campbell,  for 
the  reduQion  of  the  pro^vince  of  Georgia,  Landing  made  good,  and  the 
rebels  defeated.  To^n  of  Sofvannah  taken^  and  the  pro'vince  in  general 
reduced.  Mai  or -General  Fre*unjl  arri'ves  from  the  fouth^Jtiardi  takes  tht 
town  and  fort  ofSunbury,  and  ajjnmes  the  principal  command. 


IT  tfibrds  no  fmall  degree  of 
pleaiing .  relaxation,  to  return 
from  all  the  rage  of  war,  and  all 
tiie  horrid  ferocity  of  favages,  and 
once  more  to  tread  in  the  pleafing 
^ths  of  civil  life.  We  have  in- 
deed beheld  the  firft  in  itfi  moft 
ihockine  and  degraded  form. 
Stripped  of  all  that  <*  pomp,  pride, 
«*  and  circumftancc,*'  which  ferve 
fo  drongly  to  fafcinate  the  imagin- 
ation, and  divefted  of  that  glare  of 
glory,  which  throws  a  (hade  over 
Its  deformities,  the  ghaflly  carcafs 
lias  not  only '  been  cxpofed  in  all  its 
nakeduefs,  but  polluted  and  dif- 
tained  by  the  bloody  hands  of  bar- 
barians. From  (b  horrid  a  fcene 
we  naturally  turn  with  pleafure,  to 
trace  the  tranquil  mazes  of  nego- 
dation»  and  to  review  the  ads  and 
condu^  of  men  in  the  mod  refined 
fiate  of  fociety. 

We  briefly  ftated  in  our  laft  vo- 
Iume«  the  infuperablc   di£caltici 


which  the  Congrefs  had  thrown  in 
the  way  of  thai  conciliatory  fyilem» 
with  which  the  Commiiiioners  had 
been  charged  from  England  to 
America;  and  that  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  independency,  or  the  total 
withdrawing  of  the  military  force, 
were  the  peremptory  and  only  con- 
ditions held  out  by  the  former, 
upon  which  they  would  admit  the 
opening  of  any  negociation.  One 
of  the  gentlemen  who  was  appoint* 
ed  in  the  commiffion,  having  ferved 
in  th^  navy,  on  the  American  coaft, 
and  afterwards  been  governor  of  a 
province  there,  had  formed  con* 
fiderable  connexions,  and  an  ex- 
teniive  acquaintance  in  that  coun- 
try; and  he  now  hoped  that  thefe 
circumflances  might  be  oT  ciTential 
fervice,  by  ufing  them  as  means  to 
faciliute  the  attainment  of  the 
great  objed  in  view.  This  ii^med 
the  more  feafible,  as  his  parlia- 
mentary condttft  fincc  that  time> 

bad 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.      [jp 


kd  been  in  fach  direct  oppofltion 
to  all  thofe  idbafures,  which  were 
deemed  hoflile  or  oppreilive  with 
regard  to  the  Colonies^  that  it 
coald  fcarcely  fail  of  greatly  in- 
creaiing,  inilead  of  diminiHiingi 
any  influence  which  he  might  then 
have  acquired.  Under  tliefe  cijr- 
com fiances  he  deemed  it  reafonabJe 
to  conclude^  that  the  dircift  appli- 
cations  of  friehdihip»  under  the 
covert  and  freedom  of  a  private 
€orrerpondence>  together  with  the 
fan^ion  of  perfonal  efteem  and 
opinion,  might  operate  more  hap- 
pily in  fmoothing  or  removing 
thofe  difficulties  which  flood  in  the 
Way  of  an  accommodation,  than 
the  his,  tedious^  and  formal  pro* 
ceedings  of  public  negociation.  He 
was  bcfides  well  aware,  as  indeed 
it  was  publicly  avowed,  that  the 
Coinmiflioner's  laboured  under  the 
capiul  impediment^  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, with  whom  they  were  to 
treat,  placing  no  maimer  of  confi- 
dence m  the  faith  or  equity  of  the 
«athority  under  which  they  a£led  ; 
hot  that  on  the  contrary,  their  dif- 
trnft  of  adminiHration  had  grown 
k  long,  and  was  become  fo  rivet- 
ted  and  confirmed,  that  they  fuf- 
peded  every  propofal  that  was 
Bade,  as  held  out  only  to  circum* 
Tent;  and  as  the  mere  offspring  of 
daplidty  and  treachenr.  To  re- 
move tlui  in  impreffion,  would 
hire  been  evidently  an  objedl  of 
the  QCmoft  importajice  towards  the 
opraiftg  of  a  negi>ciation,  and  the 
hope  at  entering  into  a  treaty.  But 
if  the  accompli  Jbment  of  this  ap- 
peared to  be  an  impradicability. 
It  did  not  f€cm  a  very  unreafonable 
etpc^ion,  that  the  charadt^r 
m&ck  this  gentleman  had  acquired 
'^  hii  poUueal  capacity,  of  being 
^aarowed  himd  to  the  rigbts  and 


conftitutional  liberties  of  America* 
furthei"  Arengthened  and  confirmed 
by  the  known  principles  of  the  op- 
pofltion in  general,  with  whom  he 
had  fo  long  a6led  in  parliament, 
might  produce  that  neceflary  de-* 
grce  of  confidence  in  a  private* 
which  unhappily  could  not  be  ob- 
tained in  a  public  negociation. 

Under  fome  of  thefe,  and  per- 
haps other  ideas,  he  endeavoured 
to  commence  or  renew  a  private 
correfpondence  with  feveral  mem- 
bers of  the  Congrefs,  and  other 
perfons  of  confideration.  Thus  in 
fad,  endeavouring  to  eflablifh  a 
double  fyftem  of  negociation ;  the 
one,  oftenfible,  with  the  Congrefs 
at  large;  the  other,  unfeen  and 
private,  with  individuals  whofe  in- 
fluence might  not  only  facilitate, 
but  even  in  fome  degree  direft, 
the  proceedings  of  the  former. 
Some  of  thefe  letters,  which  have 
been  publifhed,  feem  rather  of  an 
unufual  caft,  confidering  the  pecu- 
liar circumdances  and  fituation  of 
the  writer.  While,  as  a  common 
fricrnd  to  both  countries,  he  pa- 
thetically lamented  their  mutual 
calamities,  he  feemed  no  way  fpar- 
ing  in  his  cenfure  of  the  condudl 
and  meafures  on  the  fide  of  govern- 
ment which  led  to  the  prefent 
troubles  4  nor  did  he  any  more  fup- 
port  the  jufiice  of  the  original 
claims  fet  up  by  the  mother  coun- 
try, than  he  did  the  prudence  or 
policy  of  endeavouring  to  enforce 
them.  Upon  the  whole,  he  ufed 
a  freedom  with  the  authority  under 
which  he  adled,  not  ciiltomary  with 
thofe  entruded  with  delegated 
power,  and  afforded  fuch  a  degree 
of  approbation  to  the  condudt  of 
the  Americans  in  the  jpaft  refiflance 
which  they  had  made  to  it,  as  ia 
feldom  granted  by  negociators  to 
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their  opponents.  But  it  was  per- 
haps not  ill  fitted  to  confirm  that 
charader  of  neutrality,  which  might 
have  helped  him  to  infinuate  him- 
felf  into  the  mmds  of  the  Ame- 
ricans. 

However  right  the  principles 
might  be,  upon  which  this  infinu- 
sting  fcheme  of  conciliation  was 
adopted »  its  effedts  were  rather  un- 
toward ;  and  the  Congrefs  afiTedled 
to  confider  it  in  a  very  different 
point  of  view,  from  that  in  which 
it  had  been  wifhed  or  intended  to 
be  placed.  The  BrA  inflance  of 
this  difpofition  that  appeared,  was 
in  a  refolution  pafifed  by  the  Con- 
grefs, about  a  week  after  their  firfl 
communication  with  the  Com« 
miifioners.  In  this,  after  (Uting 
fimply  as  a  fad,  and  without  any 
particular  diredion,  that  many  let- 
ters addrefTed  to  individuals  of  the 
United  States,  had  been  lately  re- 
ceived through  the  conveyance  of 
the  enemy,  and  that  fome  of  thefe 
were  found  to  contain  ideas,  infidi- 
ouily  calculated  to  divide  and  de- 
lude the  people;  thev,  therefore, 
carneflly  recommendea  to  the  go- 
vernments of  the  refpe£live  dates, 
and  (lri6Uy  direded  the  commander 
in  chief,  and  other  officers,  to  take 
the  moil  efiedual  meafures  for  put- 
ting a  (lop  to  (b  dangerous  and 
criminal  a  correfpondence. 

This  was  followed  by  a  refolu- 
tion in  the  beginning  of  July,  that 
all  letters  of  a  public  nature,  re- 
ceived by  any  members  of  Con- 
grefs, from  the  agents,  or  other 
fubjeds  of  the  King  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, ihould  be  laid  before  that 
body.  It  need  fcarcely  be  doubted, 
Ihat  the  contents  of  thefe  objedbs 
of  enquiry  were  already  well 
known ;  but  this  meafure  atmorded 
a  ianttioa  to  the  diiclofnre  of  pri- 


vate and  confidential  correfpon- 
dence, which  was  indeed  *necefrary 
to  lefTen  its  odium,  and  at  the  fame 
time  held  out  authorized  ground  to 
the  Congrefs,  whereon  to  found 
their  intended  fuperilrudure.  Se- 
veral letters  being  accordingly  laid 
before  them,  a  pafifage  in  one,  from 
Governor  Johnftone  to  General  Jo- 
feph  Reed,  and  in  another,  from 
that  gentleman  to  Mr.  Morris,  to- 
gether with  an  account  given  by 
General  Reed,  of  a  verbal  meffage 
or  propofal  delivered  to  him  by  a 
lady,  afforded  an  opportunity  to 
Congrefs  for  entering  into  thofc 
violent  meafures,  by  which  they 
interdided  all  intercourfe  and  cor- 
refpondence with  Mr.  Johnftone. 

The  firft  of  thefe  exceptionable 
parages,  went  no  farther  than  a 
fort  of  general  propofition,  that 
the  man  who  could  be  inllrumental 
in  reftoring  harmony  between  both 
countries^  would  deferve  more  from 
all  the  parties  concerned  in  or  af« 
fedled  by  the  quarrel  and  recon- 
ciliation, "  than  ever  yet  was  be- 
"  ftowed  on  human  kind."— The 
'  fecond,  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, was  more  particular.  After  a 
complimentary  declaration,  of  be- 
lieving the  men  who  condudled  the 
affairs  of  America  incapable  of  be- 
ing influenced  by  improper  mo- 
tives, it,  however,  proceeds^  upon 
the  fubjedt  of  the  negociation  in 
the  following  terms:  —  *'  But  in 
"  all  fuch  tranfa6kions  there  is 
«  rifque ;  and"  I  think  that  who- 
«*  ever  ventures  fliould  be  fecured> 
<<  at  the  fame  time  that  honour 
**  and  emolument  fhould  naturally 
"  follow  the  fortune  of  thofe  who 
"  have  fteered  the  velTel  ta  the 
"  ftorm,  and  brought  her  (afely 
**  to  port.  I  think  that  Waflungto» 
M  and  the  Pr^fident  have  a  right 
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*  to  CTcry  Favour  that  gratefal  na- 
"  dons  can  beflow»  if  they  could 
**  once  more  unite  our  interefls, 
•*  and  fparc  the  mircries  and  devaf- 
"  tations  of  war." 

Bat  the  tranfa^ion  In  which 
tbe  lady  was  concerned,  afforded 
the  principal  ground  for  that  in- 
dignation and  refentment  expreiTcd 
by  the  Congrefs.  This  matter,  as 
Hated  by  General  Reed,  went  to  a 
propofal  of  engaging  the  intereft 
of  that  gentleman  in  promoting 
the  object  of  the  commiflion,  viz. 
a  re-union  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, in  which  events  he  ihould 
receive  an  acknowledgment  from 
government  often  thoufand  pounds 
fterling ;  together  with  any  office 
in  his  Majefty's  gift  in  the  colo- 
nics. To  which,  Mr.  Reed,  find- 
ing (as  he  fays)  that  an  anfwer  was 
expedcd,  replied,  that,  **  he  was 
"  sot  worth  purcbafing ;  but  fuch 
**  as  he  was,  the  King  of  Great- 
**  Britain  was  not  rich  enough  to 
-  do  it." 

Aae.  nth.        '^^   Congrefs    if. 
Y*   g  foed     a    declaration, 

''  '  including  three  refo- 
ladons,  upon  the  fabjed,  which 
they  fent  by  a  flag  to  the  Briuih 
Commiffioners  at  New-York.  The 
declaratory  part  contained  a  recital 
at  length  of  thofe  paffages  in  the 
letters  which  we  have  taken  notice 
^  together  with  the  particulars  of 
Che  converfation  which  hadpaffed 
bttwecii  Mrs.  Fcrgufon,  the  lady 
IE)  fjueiiion,  and  General  Reed.  By 
the  refalutioni  they  determine. 
That  the  contents  of  ihe  faid  para- 
triitpihi.  and  the  particulars  in 
ftcni'c  declaration »  cannot  but  be 
confidercd  as  dired  attempts^  to 
aaropt  and  bribe  the  Congrefs  of 
ibf  united  Stales  of  America. 
Th|t,  At  liwjr  f^^U  io  they  ooghr 


to  demonftrate,  the  higheft  and 
mofk  pointed  indignation  againfl 
fuch  daring  and  atrocious  attempts 
to  corrupt  their  integrity.— And^ 
**  That  it  is  incompatible  with 
«  the  honour  of  Congrefs  to  hold 
'*  any  manner  of  correfpondence 
"  or  intercourfe  with  the  faid 
**  George  Johnflone,  Efq;  efpe- 
'<  cially  to  negociate  with  him 
*•  upon  affairs,  m  which  the  caufe 
*'  of  liberty  and  virtue  is  intc- 
'*  relied.'' 

Thefe  proceedings  drew  oat  an 
exceedingly  angry  and  vehement 
declaration  from  the  gentleman  ia 
queftion ;  in  which,  whatever  fuffi- 
cient  caufe  he  had  for  indignation 
and  refentment,  the  immediate 
operations  of  paiGon  were,  perhaps, 
rather  too  apparent.  Thofe  per- 
fons',  and  that  body,  which  were 
lately  held  up  as  examples  of  virtue 
and  patriotifm  to  all  mankind,  and 
whole  names  feemcd  to  be  equalled 
with  the  moil  celebrated  in  an- 
tiquity ;  were  now,  not  only  found 
to  be  dellitute  of  every  virtue  un- 
der heaven;  but  were  direfUy 
charged  with  being  the  betrayers 
and  deftroyers  of  their  country  ; 
with  adling  diredly  contrary  to 
the  fenfe  and  opinion  of  the  people 
in  general,  and  of  facrificing  their 
dearefl  interells  to  the  mod  un-» 
worthy  and  bafe  motives ;  and  with 
deluding  their  uuhappy  condi- 
tuents,  ,LQd  leading  them  blindfold 
to  irretrievable  ruin.  After  charg- 
ing the  Congrefs  with  forgetting 
every  principle  of  virtue  and  li- 
berty, it  creates  no  furprize  that 
he  declares  himfelf  indifferent  as 
to  their  good  opinion;  nor  that 
their  refolution  was  fo  far  from  be- 
ing a  matter  of  offence  to  him,  that 
he  rather  confider^  it  as  a  mark 
of  diftindion« 
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With  refpeft  to  the  faAs  or 
charges  ftated  by  the  Congrefs, 
they  are  neither  ablblutely  deniedt 
»or  acknowledged,  by  Mr.  John- 
ilonc  in  this  pkce ;  he  conicquenily 
does  notcnicr  into  any  jultincation 
of  hir>  own  conduct^  but  declares 
^  rcfcrvation  to  himfelf  of  the  li- 
berty, if  he  ihould  think  proper^ 
of  publifhing,  before  he  left  A  me* 
nca,  fuch  a  judificatioD,  againft 
the  afper(ians  thrown  on  his  cha* 
ra£ler.  He  alfb  feems  indireftly 
to  deny  the  charge,  by  attributing 
(he  refolutions  to  the  malice  and 
treachery  of  the  Congrefs,  who  in- 
tended them,  only  for  the  purpofes ' 
"  of  inflaming  their  wretched  con- 
Aituents  to  endure  all  the  calami- 
ties of  war,  and  as  a  means  for 
continuing  their  delufion,  thereby 
to  fruitrate  ail  the  good  effedts 
intended  by  the  comroiflion  for  the 
reHoration  of  truiiqulllity.  But  to 
defeat  their  parj.oles  in  tiiis  re- 
fped,  he  declared  that  h(t  ihould 
for  the  future  decline  acting  ab  a 
commiflioner,  or  taking  the  fiiiaiicft 
ihare  in  any  buTmefs,  whether  of 
negociation  or  other,  in  which  the 
Congrefs  (hould  be  nny  way  con- 
cerned. It  may  not  be  unneccflary 
here  to  oblcrve,  that  this  gentle- 
man atierwards  abfolutely  difowned 
the  particular  tranfaAion  with  Mr. 
Reed. 

The  *tone  of  this  publication, 
accorded  but  badly  with  the  high 
and  Hj^ttering  elogiums,  which  this 
gentleman  )iad  fo  lately  beflovved 
on  the  Americans,  in  thofe  very 
letters  vyhich  weie  the  fubjedl  of 
the  prcfent  conteft.  In  one  of 
thefe,  to  Mr.  Dana,  is  the  follow- 
ing remarkable  paiTage: — •*  If  you 
«'  follow  the  example  of  Qritain  in 
•*  tlir  hour  of  her  pride,  infolence, 
ff  apd  madnefsi  and  rcfufe  to  bear 


"  us,  I  ftill  expefl,  iince  I  am 
*'  here,  to  h.ivc  the  privilege  ef 
"  coming  ai.xng  you,  and  feeing 
«*  tSe  country ;  as  there  are  many 
"  men,  whofe  virtues  I  admire 
«  above  Greek  and  Roman  names » 
*«  that  I  fhould  be  gUd  to  tell  tny 
"  children  about."  The  fame  re- 
quefl,  in  equivalent  terms,  appears 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Laurens,  the 
preddent;  and  in  that  to  General 
Reed,  among  other  not  diilTmilar 
exprelTions  are  the  following,— 
"  Your  pen  and  your  fword  aavc 
'^  both  been  ufed  with  glory  and 
•'  advantage  in  vindicating  the 
*'  rights  of  mankind,  and  of  that 
"  community  of  which  yoa  was  a 
"  part.  Such  a  condu^,  as  the 
*'  firtl  and  fuperior  of  ail  humai^ 
"  duiie5,  mud  ever  command  my 
"  warmeft  friendfhip  and  vcncra- 
"  tion." 

This  piece  from  the  CongreCi 
alfo  drew  out-a  declaration  in  an* 
fwer  frojn  the  other  Commiifion. 
ers,  viz.  Lord  Carlifle,  Sir  Hen^ 
ry  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Eden;  whicb 
went  to  a  total  and  lulemn  diia* 
vowal,  fo  far  as  related  to  the 
prefent  fubje^l,  of  their  having 
had  any  knowledge,  dire^ly  or  in* 
diredly,  of  thole  matters  fpeci« 
fied  by  the  Congrefs.  They,  how- 
ever, took  care  at  the  fame  time  to 
guard  effe^lually.  againft  any  in- 
ference that  might  from  thence 
be  drawn,  of  their  implying  any 
afTent  to  the  conftru^lion  put  upon 
private  correfpondence  by  the 
Congrefs;  or  of  their  intimating 
thereby  a  belief,  that  any  perfon 
cou]4  have  been  authorized  to 
hold  the  converfation  Aated  by 
that  body.  With  refped  to  the 
charges  and  refolutions,  fo  far  as 
they  related  merely  to  their  late 
brocl^er    commifiionerf    they    di4 
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!X)t  think  it  iieceiTary,  they  faid,  to  firitifh  Empire,  the  court  of  Ver- 
entcr  into  any  explanation  of  the  failles,  merely  with  a  view  of 
condaQ  of  a  gentleman*  whofe  prolonging  the  troubles,  and  of 
abilities  and  integrity  did  not  re-  rcndenng  the  Colonies  inilru- 
qoire  their  vindication.  They  ho«v*  ments  to  Gallic  ambition  and 
ever  gave  a  tellimony  from  their  perfidy,  fuddenly  complied  with 
own  luiowledge  to  the  liberality  of  thofe  condition s,  and  figned  thofe 
his  geiieral  fentimcnts,  and  the  fair  treaties,  which  (he  had  before 
2«'.d  equitable  principles  upon  which  conflantly  and  difdainfully  re- 
he  .  .'.d  wilhed  to  reftore  the  har-  jedled. 

11.0..7,  and  to  edabliih  the  union.  They  then  proceeded    to    exa- 

becween  the  Mother  Country  and  mine  the  validity  of  that  fandioa 

the  Colonics,  on  terms  mutually  be-  which  thofe   treaties  were  fuppof* 

ociicial.            -  ed   to  derive,  from  the  confirma- 

Bat  the  great  obje^s  of  this  tion  which  they  had  fince  re- 
declaration, as  wj]l  as  of  that  ceived  in  America;  and  endea-* 
iffued  by  Governor  Juhnilone,  and  voured  much  to  eftablifh  as  a  ge- 
of  other  former  and  lubfequent  neral  do^rine  and  opinion,  that 
poblicaiions,  were  to  defeat  the  the  Congrefs  had  far  exceeded 
cffcd  of  the  French  treaties,  to  their  powers,  both  in  that  refpe^ 
controvert  the  authority  of  the  and  in  their  laying  down  unrea- 
CoQgrefs,  with  refpe^  to  its  ac-  fonable  and,  inadmilTible  prelimi- 
ceptance  or  confirmation  of  them,  naries,  as  an  infuperable  bar  to 
and  to  render  the  condufl  of  that  their  own  propofed  negociation, 
b'uiy  fufpicious  or  odious  to  the  and  to  defeat,  without  hearing  or 
people.  For  thefe  purpofes,  hav-  deliberation,  all  the  amicable  pur- 
ing  firft  laid  it  down  as  an  incon-  pofcs  of  their  miflion.  They  in- 
trovertible  fa^,  that  an  alliance  filled,  that  the  Congrefs  were  not 
with  France  was  totally  contrary  authorized  or  warranted,  by  their 
to  the  interefts  of  America,  and  own  immediate  confHtution,  to  take 
noaft  in  its  effedts  prove  utterly  fuch  decifivc  meafures,  and  finally 
iiubverfive,  both  of  her  civil  and  to  pronounce  upon  quedions  of 
religious  rights,  they  then  pro-  fuch  infinite  and  lading  import* 
ceedied  to  demonftrate,  that  (he  ance,  without  recurring  to  the  gc- 
WM  not  bound  in  honour,  nor  neral  fenfe  of  the  people,  and  re- 
tied  down  by  any  principle  of  ceiving  the  opinion  and  inllrudions 
pnlrtic  faith,,  to  adhere  to  thofe  of  their  cohiiituents,  alter  a  full 
tretties.  In  fupport  of  this  doc-  and  open  difcufliou  of  the  difFeient 
wine,  they  endeavoured  to  efta-  fubjcdts  in  their  refpedtivc  alTem- 
hMh  as  proof,   that    the    French  blies. 

coQccBons  owed   tlicir  origin   en-  Upon  this   ground,  they  point- 

OJtly  m  the   conciliatory  propofi-  ed   all  their   artillery   diredly    a- 

rioni  of  Great  Britain.     For  that  gainft  the  Congrefs ;    whom   they 

tengw^IJ  Afvare   of  the  returning  charged  with   betraying    the  truft 

"»0R,  felicity   and  ftrength,  which  repoied  in  them  by,  their  confli- 

d*  ienJcnt  con4ud  of  the  crown  tuents,    with    afting    contrary    to 

^  ptrllafnent     would     immedi-  the  general  fenfe  of  the   people^ 

tH^  iiitrD4ae«      throughout    the  and  with  facrificing  their  intexefts 

'  [B]  4                                  Mi4 
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and  (afety>  to  their  own  arobi- 
tioo9  views  and  intereded  deligns. 
Indeed^  however  Grange  i(  ma/ 
appear 9  there  fe^ms  no  doubt, 
that  notwithflanding  the  repeated 
trials  which  the  long  continped, 
varipas,  and  extenfive  operations 
of  the  war  had  Teemed  to  afford, 
of  the  difpofition  of  the  people  in 
fo  many  Colonies,  the  Commif- 
fioners  thcmfelves  were  fully  per- 
fuaded,  that  a  yaft  majority  of 
them  were  firmly  attached  to  the 
Britiih  government,  and  totally 
adverfe  to  the  rebellion.  It  is, 
however,  to  be  coniidercd,  that  all 
the  information  they  could  receive 
on  the  fubjed,  was  through  the 
medium  of  men,  whofe  minds  were 
violently  heated,  by  their  fufferings, 
their  loflTes,  their  hopes,  their  loy- 
alty, and  undoubtedly  in  many  in- 
'ftances,  by  their  private  and  party 
animoiities. 

Thp  Congrefs,  and  thofe  who 
wrote  in  their  defence,  and  ap- 
parently with  authority,  contro- 
verted thefe  pofitions,  the  infe« 
rences  drawn  from  thero^  and  the 
f^dls  they  were  Founded  on.  They 
£rf(  attacked  the  poiition  which 
ivould  naturally  operate  with  moil 
force  apop  the  mmds  ^nd  opinion^ 
of  men,  viz«  that  the  concluiion 
of  the  French  tj-eapes  was  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  conciliatory 
propositions  h^ld  opt  by  the  Bri- 
ti(h  parliament.  This  they  af- 
fcrted  to  be  contradided  by  fads 
and  dates ;  and  this  point  was 
idrongly  ur^ed  by  the  American 
popular  writers,  particularly  Mr, 
bray  ton,  and  the  author  ox  a  ce- 
lebrated publication,  entitled,  from 
the  fignature.  Common  Sen/e,  who 
with  great  indufiry  pointed  out 
to  the  publico  the  defedivenefs, 
incoherence,  or  contradidion  of  the 


evidence.     But  not  fatisfied  with 

•apparently  gaining  this  point,  they 
undertook  to  prove  the  dired  re-r 
verfe  of  the  propofition,  and  pre- 
tended to  (bew>   that  the  Britiih 

conceffions,  inftead  of  being  the 
caufe,  were  the  immediate  effed» 

of  the  French  negociation  and 
treaties.  It  was  (hrewdly  obfervr 
ed  in  one  of  thefe  publications, 
that  the  Comroifiioners,  who  novfr 
totally  denied  that  the  Congrefs 
had  any  power  or  authority  to 
fonclude  the  French  treaties,  had 
themfelvea  propofed  to  enter  into 
a  trieaty  with  that  yery  body  | 
and  that  the  uncommon  chagrin 
and  difappointment  which  they 
openly  avowed  upon  meeting  with 
a  retufal^  was  a  fufficienr  tefti- 
mony,  how  fully  they  were  fatia- 
fied  of  its  competence  to  tbait  pur^ 
pofe. 

Iri  refuting  what  they  afferte4 
as  errors  of  nid  on  the  part  of  (he 
Commii&oners,  foipe  of  thefe  wri- 
ters did  not  fcruple  to  avail  them 7 
felves  of  the  fame  inftrument,  and 
afferted  things  which  were  not 
true,  or  which  are  at  leail  highly 
improbable.  Particularly,  that  to 
bribe  the  acquiefcence  of  France 
in  the  ruin  of  Afnerica,  that  power 
was  offered  a  cellion  of  fome  conil^ 
derable  part  of  our  Eaft  India  pof« 
fe/llons,  and  the  fame  privileges  and 
advantages  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa 
i^bich  were  enjoyed  by  the  fubjeds 
of  England. 

Although  the  Coinmiflioncrs  did 
not  exped  that  the  fada  or  argu^ 
ments  Hated  in  their  declarations^ 
would  produce  any  ferviceable  ef- 
fc&.  in  the  condud  of  the  Con-^ 
grefs,  it  was  ftill  hoped,  that  they 
would  have  operated  powerftiUy 
upon  the  people  at  large.  Thi^ 
fou^ce  of  hope  being  alfo  at.leogdi 

'CJt- 
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fxbiailed,  and  the  Comroiilioners 
coav'mced  by  experieoce,  that  the 
i::&gn  of  detaching  any  particular 
proviocc.  Or  Ur  ^Je  colJedU?e  body 
pf  the  people,  fo  far  from  the  ge» 
neral  union  as  to  enter  into  a  pri- 
vate or  leparate  negociation,  was 
is  fruklefs,  as  the  attempt  of  open- 
ing a  treaty  with  the  Congrefs  in 
the  name  of  the  whole,  had  al- 
ready proved  ineffedual,  deter- 
mined totally  to  change  their 
node  of  condudt»  and  to  de- 
DOOQce  hoUility  and  deftru^on» 
in  their  moft  terrific  forms,  to 
thofe  who  had  rejected  conciliation 
and  friendship.  The  operations 
of  terror  might  pnffibly  produce 
thofe  effects,  which  the  fmooth 
language  of  peace  was  found  in* 
capable  of  attaining:  or,  if  the 
)(as  of  America  was  inevitable,  it 
was  determined  to  render  it  of  as 
litde  value  to  its  prefenc  and  fu* 
ttre  pofleiTors  as  poffible. 

The  partizans  of  the  predatory 
(cfaeme  in  England,  from  whom 
this  idea  feems  to  be  taken,  af- 
/erted,  that  the  nature  of  the  coun- 

yexpoTed  it  more  to  the  ravage 
foch  a  war  as  was  intended  or 
ikeatcned.  than  perhaps  any  o- 
|ker  upon  the  face  of  the  globe. 
Its  van  line  of  fea  coaii  was  inde- 
fcifibie  by  any  poflible  means, 
the  efforts  of  a  fuperior 
accompanied  by  fuch  a 
land  force,  as  would  be 
for  the  purpofes  of  a  de- 
ttlairjr  nd  exterminating  war ; 
'Mi  ihofe'  somberlefs  naviga)!)le 
iwkB-  and  rivers,  which  had  in 
ttffm  dm  OODveyed  commerce 
Mt  MWf  dboTf •  and  fpread  plenty, 
kikfnUmesB  and  induftry,  thro* 
t  fW»  aof|w0y  now  afforded  equal 
l^JM^^pcUitf,  for  the  carry- 
IM  incjritaWc  dc- 


ilrudHon,  home  to  the  moft  /c* 
queftcrcd  firc-fide.  The  impradi.^ 
cability  of  evading  the  dangers 
arifing  from  fi tuarion  was  farther 
increafed,  by  that  mode  of  living 
in  fmal!,  open,  fcattered  towns 
and  villages,  which  the  nature 
and  original  circumftances  of  the 
country  had  prefcribed  to  the  inha* 
bitants. 

The  Commtffioners  Oft.  3d. 
accordingly  iflucd  and  1 7  7^«  * 
publifhed  tliat  fignal  valediflorjr 
manifelh)  and  proclamation,  which 
has  fince  been  an  objeft  of  fo  much 
difcuilion  at  home  and  abroad; 
and  which  has  afforded  a  fubjed, 
that  was  no  lefs  agitated  in  both 
Houfes  of  the  Britifii  Parliament, 
than  in  the  American  Congrefs. 

In  that  piece,  they  entered  into 
a  long  recapitulation  of  fafts  and 
arguments  which  had  been  gene- 
rally ftated  in  former  declarations, 
rdative  to  the  French  treaties,  the 
conduA  and  views  of  the  Con- 
grefs. their  criminal  obftinacy  in 
rej  idling  all  propofals  of  accom- 
modation, and  their  total  incom- 
petency, whether  with  rcfpeft  to 
the  conclufion  of  treaties  on  the 
one  hand,  or  to  their  rejcftion  oa 
the  other.  With  an  enumeration 
of  their  own  repeated  endeavours 
for  the  reftoration  of  tranquillity 
and  happinefs  to  the  people,  and 
a  review  of  the  great  advantages 
held  out  by  the  equitable  and 
conciliatory  propofirions  which 
they  had  made,  they  announce 
their  intention  of  fpcedily  return- 
ing to  England,  as,  under  the 
circumilances  of  treatment  and 
rcjedlion  which  they  had  experi- 
enced, their  longer  ftay  in  Ame- 
rica would  be  as  inconfillent  with 
their  own  dignity,  as  with  that 
of  the  authority  which  they  rc- 
•  pre- 
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prefented.  They,  however,  held 
ait  during  the  remaiDder  of  their 
Haiy,  the  fame  favourable  condi- 
tioDSy  and  ihould  flill  retain  the 
fame  conciliatory  difpoficion  and 
ientiments,  which  they  had  hitherto 
propofed  or  manifelled. 

The  Coinmiffioners  then  thought 
St  neceiTary  to  inform  and  warn 
the  people,  of  th^  total  and  ma- 
tcjiai  change  which  was  to  take 
place,  in  the  whole  nature  and 
future  conduA  of  the  war,  if  they 
Ihould  ftiU  perfevere  in  their  obfti- 
sacy;  more  efpecially,  as  that 
was  founded  upon  the  pretended 
alliance  with  France.  Upon  this 
ibbjed  they  expreifed  themfelves 
as  follows:  «*  The  policy,  as  weH 
^  as  the  benevolence  of  Great 
^  Britain,  had  hitherto  checked 
^  the  extremes  of  war,  when 
•'  they  tended  to  diftrefs  a  people, 
**  ftill  confidered  as  fellow-fub- 
**  jeds,  and  to  defolate  a  coun- 
^  try,  fhortly  to  become  again  a 
**  fource  of  mutual  advantage; 
••  but  when  that  country  profelfej 
**  the  unnatural  defign,  not  only 
*'  of  eilranging  herielf  from  us, 
«*  but  of  mortgaging  herfelf  and 
**  her  refources  to  our  enemies, 
•*  the  whole  conteft  is  changed; 
**'and  the  queftion  is,  how  far 
«•  Great  Britain  may,  by  every 
*•  means  in  her  power,  deftroy  or 
••  render  ufelefs,  a  connedion 
•'  contrived  for  her  ruin,  and  for 
♦•  the  aggrandizement  of  France, 

<«  Under  fuch  circum fiances, 
'*  the  laws  of  felf-prefervation 
^'  muft  dired  the  condud  of 
*»  Great  Britain;  and,  if  the 
"  Britiih  Colonies  are  to  become 
*f  an  acceffion  to  France,  will  di- 
•»  red  her  to  render  that  accef- 
**  fion  of  a9>  little  avail  as  |>offi- 
*f  Wc  p  her  enemy/' 


The  firft  ad  of  the  Con-         • 
grefs  in  confequence  of  this  '*' 

manifedo,  was  a  cautionary  de* 
claration  or  notic*  to  the  public, 
ilating,'  that  as  there  was  every 
reafoQ  to  exped>  that  their  unna* 
tural  enemies,  defiairing  of  be- 
ing able  to  enflavc  and  fubduc 
them  by  open  force,  would,  as 
the  lail  effort,  ravage,  burn, 
and  deftroy  every  city  and  towa 
on  chat  continent,  which  they 
could  come  at;  they  therefore 
ftrongly  recommended  to  all  thofe 
people,  who  lived  in  places  expo« 
fed  to  their  ravages,  immediately 
to  build  huts,  at  the  dillance  of  at 
leail  thirty  miles  from  their  present 
habitations,  whither  they  were  to 
convey  their  wives,  children,  cat- 
tle, and  effcds,  with  all  who  were 
incapable  of  bearing  arms,  on 
the  firft  alarm  of  the  enemy. 

So  far,  the  policy  of  the  mea- 
fure  was  prudent  and  juftifiable; 
but  the  following  claufe  of  this 
public  inftrument,  however  co- 
loured by  a  difplay  of  humanity, 
confined  merely  to  terms,  towards 
its  concluiion,  or  even  covered 
under  the  pretence  of  being  in- 
tended only  to  operate  in  terro- 
rem,  can  fcarcely  efcape  condem* 
nation,  as  being  exceedingly  re- 
prehenfible  and  unjuft  in  its  prin- 
ciple. The  refolution  is  couched 
in  the  following  words,  viz. 
•*  That  immediately  when  the 
'*  enemy  begin  to  burn  or  deftroy 
**  any  town,  it  be  recommended 
**  to  the .  people  of  thefe  ftates,  to 
*'  fet  fire  to,  ravage,  burn  and 
•*  deftroy,  the  houfes  and  pro*- 
"  perties  of  all  Tories*  and  enc-^ 
*'  mies  to  the  freedom  and  inde« 
*'  pendence  of  America,  and  fc- 
**  cure  the  perfons  of  fuch,  fo  at 
**  \o   prevent  thcon  from  aflifting 
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«  the  enemy,  always  taking  care, 
**  not  10  treat  them  or  their  fami- 
''  lies  with  any  wanton  cruelciesy 
"  as  we  do  not  wi(h,  in  this  par- 
"  licalar,  to  copy  after  our  ene- 
"  niies,  or  their  German,  negro, 
^  ami  copper^coloured  allies." 

This  was  followed^  in  about 
three  weeks,  by  a  counter  tnani- 
fefio  on  the  part  of  the  Congrcfs, 
filled  with  bitternefs  and  acrimony. 
lo  this  they  boaft,  that  (Ince  they 
coold  not  prevent,  they  drove,  at 
leaft,  to  alleviate  the  calamities  of 
war;  had  (ludied  to  fpare  thofe 
who  weri  in  arms  againft  them, 
aod  to  lighten  the  chains  of  cap- 
tivity, in  contradto  this  portrait 
of  their  own  conduft,  they  drew  a 
hideoas  pidure  of  thofe  enormities 
»hich  they  attributed  to  the  other 
fide.  They  charge  their  enemy 
ivith  having  laid  wade  the  open 
country,  burned  the  defencelefs 
villages,  and  having  butchered  the 
citizens  of  America.  That  their 
.prifons  had  been  the  (laughter- 
houfcs  of  her  foldiers,  their  fhips 
v\  iitr  icdmfnj  and,  that  the  fe- 
vcftft  injuries  hid  been  aggravated 
by  the  groJTcft  infults.  That, 
foiled  in  their  vain  attempt  to 
iiibjttgatc  the  unconquerable  fpirit 
^  ft^om,  they  had  meanly  af- 
fiikd  the  reprcfentatives  of  Ame- 
rica i*ith  bribcjp  with  deceit,  and 
mh  the  ierviUiy  of  adulation. 

Ai  a  fpecimcn  of  the  fpirit 
»iuch  inrpired  thb  piece,  and  the 
icrifflony  with  which  it  abounds, 
Ks  fbilf  give  the  following  paflagc 
m  their  own  langoago— >*<  They 
*'  hive  made  a  mock  of  humanity, 
"  by  Uic  wanton  dedradioQ  of 
**  mm  I  they  have  made  a  mock 
*'  of  religbti,  by  iippious  appeals 
^  10  Godf  wJiiJft  in  the  violation 
£  ^  of  liii  ikci^d  coramaads :  tliey 
I  ^  hve  made  a    i^ock  cvei^  q( 


"  reafon  itfelf,  by  endeavouring 
"  to  prove,  that  the  libeny  and 
**  happinefs  of  America  could 
"  fafejy  be  entrufted  to  thofe  who 
"  have  fold  their  own,  unawed 
•*  by  the  fenfc  of  virtue,  or  of 
'<  fliame.'* 

They  concluded  the  piece  witk 
the  following  threat  of  retaliation. 
**  But  fince  their  incorrigible  dif- 
*'  pofitions  cannot  be  touched  bj 
**  kindnefs  and  compa£ion,  it  be- 
"  comes  our  duty  by  other  meant 
•'  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  hu- 
*•  roanity." 

"  We,  therefore,  the  Congrefs 
"  of  the  United  States  of  Amc* 
<'  rica,  do  folemnly  declare  and 
"  proclaim,  that  if  our  enemies 
**  prefume  to  execute  their  threats, 
"  or  perfift  in  their  prefent  career 
*'  of  barbarity,  we  will  take  fuch 
•'  exemplary  vengeance  as  (hall 
"  deter  others  from  a  like  con- 
«  du6l.  We  appeal  to  that  God 
*'  who  fearcheth  the  hearts  of  men« 
*f  for  the  reditude  of  our  inten- 
'f  tions.  And  in  his  holy  pre- 
"  fence  we  declare,  that  as  we  are 
**  not  moved  by  any  light  and 
•*  hafty  fuggeftions  of  anger  or  re* 
*•  venge,  fo  through  every  pof- 
"  fible  change  of  fortune,  we  will 
'^  adhere  to  this  our  determina- 
•*  tion.*' 

Thus,  unhappily,  did  the  fe- 
eond  commiilion  for  the  redor2tioa 
of  peace  in  America,  prove  as  fu- 
tite  in  the  event  as  the  former. 
Although  it  would  be  too  much  to 
aflirm,  that  any  propofal  made  by 
the  commiflioners,  or  any  circum<- 
fcances  attending  their  miiiion, 
could  have  been  produflive  of  the 
defired  effed,  after  the  concludon 
of  the  French  treaties;  it  would 
however  feem,  that  noMne  could 
have  been  ti^ore  untoward  in  point 
of  (ime,  aqd  mpf^  fabverAve  of 
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the  purpofes  of  their  commiffion, 
than  the  fadden  retreat  from  Phi- 
ladelphia,  which  took  place  almoft 
at  the  inftant  of  its  bong  pptned. 
]EIowever  necefiary  this  meafurc 
might  bare  been,  confidered  in  a 
military  view*  the  difgrac*  of  a 
retreat,  and  the  lofs  of  a  province, 
were  andoabtedly  omens  very  in- 
aiiff>icioas  to  the  opening  of  a  ne- 
ffociation.  It  has  been  publicly 
md,  (however  ftrangeitmuft  ap. 
pear)  that  one  of  the  commif- 
fioners,  at  leaft,  was  totally  onac- 
qaainted,  even  at  the  time  of  their 
arrival,  that  this  meafore  was  not 
only  intended,  but  that  the  orders 
for  its  execution  actually  accom- 
panied their  miilion. 

As  if  Fortune  had  defigned,  that 
this  commiilion  (hould  have  been 
diiHnguiih^d  in  every  part  of  its 
exigence  from  all  others,  it  was 
alfo  attended  with  the  fineolar  cir« 
cnmilance,  of  a  letter  from  the 
Alftrqois  De  la  Fayette,  (whofe 
military  condaft  had  placed  him 
very  high  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Americans,  as  well  as  in  their  (tr" 
▼ice)  to  the  £arl  of  Carlifle,  chal- 
lenging that  nobleman,  as  firft 
commiffioner,  to  the  £eld,  there  to 
anfwer  in  his  own  perfon,  and  in 
fiogle  combat^  for  tome  harfhnefs 
of  refledion  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  French  court  and  nation, 
which  had  appeared  in  thofc  pjb- 
lic.adts  qr  inllruments,  that  he  and 
his  brethen  had  ifTued  in  their  po- 
litical capacity.  It  is  almoft  need- 
kfs  tp  obferve,  that  fuch  pippofal^ 
which  could  only  be  excufed  by  na- 
tional levity,  or  the  heat  and  inex- 
perience of  youth,  was  rejeAed  by 
the  noble  Lord  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
drefled,  with  the  flight  that  it  de* 
feryed. 
*  ^bi|(l  Nevf-  York,  the  Jcrfies, 


Pennfylvania,  and  the  borders  of 
Connedicut,  had  hitherto  endured 
all  the  calamities  of  war,  it  for* 
tuned,  that  the  northern  and  foa- 
them,  as  well  as  the  more  interior 
colonies,  enjoyed  no  inconiiderable 
degree  of  general  tranquillity.  The 
early  tranfadlions  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  fiofton,  the  attempt 
on  Charleftown,  Lord  Dunmore's 
adventures  in  Virginia,  with  the 
fnbjugation  of  the  Tories  in  North 
and  South  Carolina,  being  the 
principal  exceptions  to  thb  obfer- 
vation.  The  continual  petty  ho* 
ililicies  carried  on  between  the  in« 
habitants  of  the  two  neighbouring 
weak  colonies,  of  Georgia  and 
Eaft  Florida,  ferved,  however,  to 
keep  the  rumour  of  war  alive  to 
the  fouthward;  and  an  expediiion 
nnderuken  in  the  fpring  of  this 
year  by  a  party  of  Americans, 
conveyed  its  eife^s  to  the  Miffifip- 
pi,  and  afforded  no  froall  caufe  of 
alarm »  to  the  whole  new  colony  of 
Weft  Florida,  which  had  hitherto 
been  totally  clear  of  the  general 
tumult. 

The  expedition  Was»  however, 
confined  in  ic)  prefent  effect  to  its 
immediate  objet^,  which  only  ex- 
tended to  the  redodion  of  the  Bri- 
ti(h  fettlements  in  that  country 
which  had  formerly  belonged  to  a 
diftinguifhed  Indian  nation  called 
Natches;  who  many  years  before 
had  fallen  vidtims  to  European 
)>olicy,  the  whole  people  having 
been  prefidioufly  exterminated  by 
the  French.  Thefe  fettlements 
were  ander  the  govemmentf  and 
confidered  as  a  part  of  Weft  Flo* 
rida;  but  being  too  remote  for 
protedion*  if  it  could  even  have 
been  afibrdod,  the  inhabitants  pre* 
ferved  their  property  by  fnrren-* 
dering  without  reiift#nce  to  a  Cap- 
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tun  WiUing,  who  commanded  the 
American  party,  and  who,  al. 
tboogh  ihey  were  furprized  and  to- 
ully  in  his  power,  granted  them 
every  condition  which  they  rc- 
qoired,  for  their  prefent  and  fu- 
ture fccurity.  It  feeros  by  the  ac- 
count, as  if  this  party  had  fallen 
down  the  Miffiiippi  by  water;  but 
from  what  place  is  not  fpecified. 
h  is  probable,  and  feems  in  fome 
degree  eonfirmed  by  fubfequent 
events,  that  the  objeas  of  this  ex- 
peditioa  were  not  confined  merely 
to  the  reda£Uon  of  the  country  in 
qoeftion*  but  were  extended  to  the 
^bltfliment  of  an  intimate  cor- 
^poodence  with  the  Spaniards  at 
New  Orleans,  and  to  further  views 
apooWeft  Florida. 

The  ftate  and  drcumftancet  of 
the  war,  as  well  as  of  the  forces 
noder  his  command,  together  with 
the  winter  feafbn,  which  retrained, 
if  it  did  not  endrely  fhut  up  en- 
terprize,  in  the  northern  and  cen- 
tral colonies,  afforded  an  opportu- 
nity to  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
umri^  the  ctofe  of  the  year,  to 
dlrtd  hb  views  to  the  fouthward. 
The  recovery  of  the  province  of 
Georgia,  although  in  itfelf  nei- 
ther great  nor  powerful,  was  in 
fwnom  refpe^s  a  matter  of  the 
ttmoft  importance.  Its  produds 
iverc  iTidccd  coniiderable,  and  ren- 
dered more  to,  by  their  being 
|ratjy  wanted.  In  particular, 
neihing  could  be  more  eifential  to 
the  fttppon  of  a  Heet  and  army,  at 
(b  ^reat  a  dillancc  from  their  prin- 
ci^  Ibufcei  of  fapply,  than  its 
lapk  eommodity,  rice,  which  was 
•Ofc  dedicated  to  the  fcrvicc  of  our 
enumth  wbcther  in  Europe  or 
Aaerica.  The  pofleffion  of, this 
p>mcc  ivotild  a0b»  by  prefenting 
«  Acw  barxicr    to  the  enemy,  re- 


lieve Bail  Florida  from  chofe  con<« 
flant  alarms,  incurfions,  and  dan- 
gers, to  which  it  bad  been  fo  long 
expofed.  And  the  two  Florida's, 
with  this,  would  all  together  form 
foch  an  aggregate  edabliihment  of 
ftrength  at  the  fouthern  extremitjr 
of  the  continent,  as  could  not  fail 
greatly  to  influence  the  future  ope- 
rations and  fortune  of  the  war. 

Important  as  thefe  objeds  were, 
this  acquifition  held  out  one  (Hll 
greater.  The  fouthern  colonies 
produced  thofe  commodities  which 
were  moft  wanted  and  mod  va« 
luable  in  the  European  markets* 
France  took  o(F  a  piodigious  quan- 
tity of  their  ftaple  produds;  and 
the  quiet  and  fecurity  which  ihef 
had  hitherto  enjoyed,  admitted  fo 
vigorous  a  cultivation,  that  their 
export  trade  feemed  little  others- 
wife  affedled  by  the  war,  thaa  what 
it  fuffered  from  the  Britifh  cruizers. 
Thus,  in  effed,  the  continental 
credit  in  Europe  was  prindpalljr 
upheld  by  the  fouthern  colonies; 
and  they  became  the  medium 
through  which  they  received  thofe 
fupplies,  that  were  not  only  indif- 
penfibly  neceflary  to  the  fupport  of 
the  war,  but  even  to  the  con- 
duding  of  the  common  buiineis 
and  atfairs  of  life.  The  recovery 
of  Georgia,  would  not  only  pu< 
an  end  to  that  quiet  and  fecurity 
upon  which  fo  much  depended,  but 
would  open  fo  wide  a  door  into 
South  Carolina,  as  could  never  be 
elFcdually  clofed  whillt  it  wa»  held 
by  a  vigorous  enemy;  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  vicinity  of  Charlef- 
town  would  conllantly  expofe  it  to 
his  enterprise,  and  that  the  fate  of 
the  whole  colony  inevitably  hun^ 
upon  that  of  the  capital. 

All  thefe  important  confequea- 

ces,  and  perhaps  others,  were  fully 

compre- 


so]      ANNUAI^    REGISTER,   177^. 


comprehended  by  the  General; 
and  the  time  and  feafon  ferving,  he 
encrDlled  the  condudl  of  the  expe- 
dition in  the  land  department,  fo 
far  as  it  was  undertaken  from  New 
York,  to  Colonel  Campbell^  a 
brave  and  able  officer,  whofe  mif- 
fortune  of  being  taken  with  a  part 
of  his  regiment  on  their.  pafTage  to 
America,    as    well    as    his  fubfe- 

2aent  fufferings  under  a  long  con- 
nement  near  fiofton,  we  have  for- 
mer!/ feen.  The  fbrce  appointed 
to  ad  under  this  gentleman's  com- 
mand, confifted  of  the  71ft  regi- 
ment of  foot,  two  battalions  of 
Heffians,  four  of  provincials,  and 
a  detachment  of  the  royal  artiU 
'lery. 

The  tranfports,  with  this  force, 
filled  from  Sandy  Hook,  on  the 
37th  of  November  1778;  being 
cfcorted  by  a  fmall  fquadron  of 
Ihips  of  war,  under  the  commaiid 
of  Commodore  Hyde  Parker.  In 
the  mean  time,  inflru^ons  had 
been  communicated  to  Major  Ge- 
lieral  Prevoft>  who  commanded  the 
troops  in  Eaft  Florida,  to  coUedt 
aU  the  force  that  could  poffibly  be 
^>&rcd,  from  the  mere  necelTary 
defence  of  the  fort  and  garrifon  of 
Sl.  Angnftine,  and  to  lecond  the 
views  of  the  expedition,  by  a  vi» 
gorOus  invafion  of  the  province  of 
Georgia  on  that  fide,  and  by  even 
endeavouring  to  penetrate  fo  far, 
as  to  be  able  to  co-operate  imme- 
diately with  Colonel  Campbell,  in 
lu9  intended  attack  on  the  capital 
town  of  Savannah. 

It  does  not  feen  from  any  thing 
that  Appears,  that  the  Americans 
were  aware  of  the  objedi  of  this 
enterpcize ;  or,  perhaps,  the  great- 
xiefs  of  the  oiftance,  prevented 
;tBeir  being  able  to  uke  any 
meafore   for  defeating  iu  effeA. 


The  fleet  arrived  at  the  ^i^  ^^J 
iOand  of  Tybee,  near^*^*3<»* 
the  mouch  of  the  river  Savannah^ 
in  fomething  under  a  month.  Oa 
the  following  day,  the  Commo- 
dore, with  the  greater  part  of  the 
tranfports,  got  over  the  bar,  and 
anchored  in  the  rivtr,  within  the 
Light  Houfe  of  Tybee ;  but,  from 
foitie  unavoidable  circumdances  of 
delay,  it  was  .  not  until  the  27th 
that  they  were  there  jcHned  by  the 
reft  of  the  fleet.  The  commanders 
being  totally  ignorant  of  the  force 
of  the  enemy,  and  of  the  (late  of 
defence  which  they  wsre  to  en- 
counter, feized  this  opportunity  of 
delay,  in  endeavouring  to  procure 
intelligence.  For  this  pnrpofe,  a 
company  of  Hght  infantry,  with  a 
naval  officer  and  failors,  were  dif- 
patched,  in  two  flat  boats,  up  one 
of  the  creeks,  and  had  the  fortune 
of  fcizing  and  bringing  off  two 
men,  who  afforded  the  moft  fatif- 
factory  information.  The  com- 
manders were  now  acquainted, 
that  the  batteries  ^hich  had  been 
conftrudled  for  the  defence  of  the 
river,  had  been  fo  much  neglefted, 
as  to  be  grown  out  of  repair  and 
condition;  andi  that  there  were 
very  few  troops  in  the  town,  but 
that  rc-inforcements  were  daily 
expeded.  They  alfo  gave  fuch 
exafl  information,  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  two  row  gallies,  which 
had  been  armed  for  the  defence  of 
the  river,  as  afforded  means  after 
for  cutting  off  their  retreat,  by  any 
of  thofe  numerous  creeks  which  in- 
terfeft  that  country. 

Upon  this  intelligence,  the^  com- 
manders determined  to  lofe  no 
time  in  the  profecution  of  their 
enterprise.  Colonel  Campbell  had 
already  feized  the  opportunity*  af- 
forded by  the  delay,  in  makmg  a 
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Bew  and  advantageous  arrange- 
ment with  refpedt  to  part  of  his 
force.  He  had  formed  two  corps 
of  light  infantry,  which  were  drawn 
from  the  provincial  battalions,  and 
attached  one  of  thefe  to  Sir  James 
Baird's  light  company*  of  the  71ft 
(Highlanders),  and  the  other  to 
Captain  Cameron's  company,  of  the 
&me  regimtot.  A  meafnre  excel- 
lently calcalated  to  transfufis  the 
fpirit,  ▼igoar>  and  confidence  of  ve- 
teraa  troops,  equally  inured  to  dan- 
ger and  to  vidory,  to  thofe  who  be- 
ing yet  raw,  were  diffident  of  their 
ova  powers,  from  mere  ignorance  of 
their  effefL 

Every  thing  being  in  doe  pre- 
pantioB,  tke  Vigilant  led  the 
way  up  the  river,  on  the  28th, 
bemg  attended  by  the  Greenwich 
and  Keppel  armed  veflels,  and 
followed  by  the  tranfports,  who 
formed  three  divifions,  in  the  order 
eftaUiflied  by  the  commanders  for 
defcent  At  the  fame  time  the 
Comet  bomb-galley  was  ient  up 
the  (both  channel,  to  prevent  the 
enemy's  row-gailies  fromefcaping 
hy  the  inland  navigadons.  On 
iiodiDg  that  the  battery  on  a  place 
oiled  Saltern  Ifland,  was  totally 
dderied  by  the  tnemy»  the  armed 
u^eh  pa  (bed  forward  towards  the 
tttettdcd  biiding  place;  but  a 
ictober  of  the  tranfports  had 
^tmded  on  the  Flats  by  the  way, 
irbic^  Ticceflarily  retarded  for  fome 
Ciin«  the  landing.  The  afiivity 
^jfidgmeni  of  Captun  Stanhope 
tf  the  cavy,  who  a£ted  as  a  vo- 
bmter  in  this  fervice,  obviated 
tlii  diSculEy^  as  ^ar  as  its  nature 
<9Qld  Mdmiu  Having  undertaken 
&  command  of  the  flat  boats,  he 
■Bi^irked  ihc  i^iiole  firft  divifion  of 
^trtiopt  with  foch  celerity,  that 
k  losed  ti^  yi^tUoi  with  very 


little  lofs  of  time,  after  ihe  had 
taken  that  ftation  which  the  Ihal. 
lownefsofthe  water  would  admit, 
at  about  random  cannon  (hot  dis- 
tance from  the  landing  place*  It 
was,  however,  theiS  dark ;  and  the 
enemy's  fires  (hewing  that  they  had 
taken  pod,  and  intended  defence, 
the  landing  was  deferred  until 
morning. 

The  deilined  landing  place  was 
a  poft  of  great  importance;  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  of  accefs;  and 
which  was  accordingly  capable  of 
being  eafily  put  in  fuch  a  ftate  of 
defence,  as  might  have  efiedually 
refilled  a  vaft  (nperiority  of  force. 
But  it  was  the  firft  pradicabie 
landing  place  on  the  Savannah 
river,  the  whole  coumtry  between 
it  and  Tybee  being  a  continued 
tradl  of  deep  mar(h,  interfedted  by 
the  extenfive  creeks  of  St.  Au- 
gudine  and  Tybec,  befides  a  num- 
ber of  other  cuts  of  deep  water, 
which  were  impaflable  by  troops  at 
any  time  of  the  tide. 

The  firft  divifion  of  the  troops» 
confifling  of  all  the  light  infantry 
of  the  army,  the  New  York  vo- 
lunteers, and  the  firft  battalion  of 
the  7 1  d  regiment,  under  the  coo- 
dud, of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mait- 
land,  were  landed  at  break  of  day« 
From  the  landing  place,  a  narrow 
caufcway  of  fix  hundred  yards  ia 
length,  with  a  ditch  on  each  fide* 
led  through  a  rice  fwamp  to  one 
Gerridoe's  hbufe,  which  ftood 
upon  a  kind  of  blunt  and  abrupc 
promontory,  called  in  fea  lan- 
guage a  bIu£F,  rifing  condderably 
above  the  level  of  the  rice-fwam^. 
The  tight  infantry  under  Captaiii 
Cameron,  being  firft  landed* 
formed  dircfUy,  and  puffied  for- 
ward along  the  caufeway.  As 
they    approached    the   poft    they 
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meant  to  attack,  they  received  a 
fmart  fire  of  mufquetry,  from  a 
imall  party  of  about  fifty  rebels, 
to  wluMn  its  defence  had  been 
committed.  But  the  troops,  in- 
cenfed  at  the  Ibfs  of  their  Cap- 
*uin,  who  had  fallen  by  that 
fire,  afforded  them  no  time  for 
charging  again,  fo  that  they  were 
tlmofk  indantly  difperfed  in  the 
woods* 

Thus,  after  fo  mach  time  as  the 
enemy  had  for  preparation,  fo 
weak  or  confiifed  were  their  coun- 
sels, that  a  moft  difficult  landing 
place  was  fecured  to  the  army, 
and  an  open  way  gsuned  to  their 
capital,  at  no  greater  expence  rhan 
the  tois  of  one  brave  officer,  with 
about  half  a  dozen  private  ,men 
killed  or  wounded.  Colonel 
Campbell,  having  taking  a  view 
of  the  country  from  Gerridoe's 
farm,  difcovcred  the  rebel  army, 
under  Major  General  Robert 
Howe,  drawn  up  about  half  a 
mile  caft  of  the  town  of  Savan^ 
Bah,  with  feveral  pieces  of  can- 
oon  in  their  front.  He  was 
prompted  by  this  fight,  the  ap* 
prchenfion  of  their  retiring  un. 
molefted  and  whole,  and  the  length 
of  fervice,  which  that  early  hour 
of  the  day  promifed  to  afford,  to 
pofii  forward  with  the  troops  al- 
ready landed,  and  to  exped  the 
remainder  as  they  could  come  up. 

The  commander  in  chief  ac- 
cordingly»  having  left  a  detach- 
ment to  guard  the  landing  place, 
advanced  diredtly  towards  the 
enemy.  When  the  army  had 
pafied  a  crofs  road,  which  inter- 
fered ^e  great  one  leading  to  the 
town,  the  divifion  of  the  Wif- 
leabach  regiment  was  left  to  uke 
fdit  at  that  place,  both  in  order 
to  cover  the  rear,  and  topreferve 


the  communication  vdth  the  land- 
ing  place.  The  troops  then  ad^ 
vanced  along  the  great  road  in 
the  utmoil  fecurity;  a  thick  im- 
penetrable wooded  fwamp  covered 
the  lefc  of  the  line  of  march,  and  the 
light  troops  and  flankers  efFe^hially 
fcoured  the  cultivated  plantations  on 
the  right. 

From  whatever  caution  or  delay 
it  happened,  the  troops  did  noc 
reach  the  open  country  before  threes 
o'clock,  at  which  time  they  halted 
within  about  a  thoufand  yards  of 
the  enemy.  The  enemy  were  in 
appearance,  and  fancied  them- 
felves  exceedingly  ilrongly  pofl^  ; 
and  would  in  reality  nave  been 
found  fo,  had  the  firitifh  com* 
mander  made  the  attack  exadUy  in 
the  manner  they  wiihed,  and  to 
which  they  had  vainly  diredied  all 
their  views  and  expedation.  The/ 
were  yet  to  be  inilruded  in  one  of 
the  mofi  obvious  maxims  of  war-" 
fare,  that  the  very  caufes  which 
induced  them  to  wiih  the  attack  to 
be  made  in  a  particular  quarter, 
would,  almoft  to  k  certainty,  pro- 
duce a  contrary  effed,  and  direft 
its  operation  elfewhere. 

They  were  formed  in  two  di« 
vifions  on  either  fide  of  the  great 
road.  Half  their  regular  forces^ 
confiding  of  two  regiments  of  Ca- 
rolina troops,  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Engee,  extended  fron^ 
the  road,  on  their  left,  to  a  wooded 
fw^mp  on  their  right,  which  way 
covered  by  houfes  defended  with 
rifie-men.  The  other  divifion  of 
their  regular  troops,  confiftingd' 
part  of  three  Georgia  battalions^ 
under  Colonel  Elbert,  with  thc( 
road  to  their  right,  were  covered 
on  the  left  by  rice  fwamps ;  beii^ 
further  ibengthened  by  the  fort  off 
SaTaonah  Bluff  behind  their  lefu 
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which  would  have  operated  in  at- 
uck  ^s  a  fecond  flank.  The  town 
of  Savannah,  encompaffed  with  the 
remains  of  an  old  line  of  entrench- 
ment, covered  their  rear.  One  piece 
of  cannon  was  planted  at  the  extre- 
mity of  their  line  on  the  right,  one 
on  the  left,  and  two  pieces  occu- 
pied the  traverfe,  acrofs  the  great 
road,  in  the  center  of  their  line. 
About  loo  paces  in  front  of  this 
traverfe,  at  a  critical  fpot  between 
two  fwamps,  a  trench  was  cut  acrofs 
the  road,  and  about  loo  yards  in 
front  of  the  trench,  a  marlhy  riva- 
ls roo  almoll  parallel  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  their  front ;  and  to  render 
the  pafTage  /til)  more  difficult,  they 
had  dellroyed  the  bridge  which  led 
over  this  brook. 

Colonel  Campbell  foon  difco vered, 
by  the  countenance,  as  well  as  the 
norements  of  the  enemy,  that  they 
eqoally  withed  and  expedted  that  he 
ihoold  atuck  them  on  the  left ;  and 
hi  accordingly  omitted  no  means 
that  could  fcrvc  to  cheri(h  that  opi- 
luoit^  and  condnue  its  delufion.  For 
that  purpofe  he  ordered  the  i  ft  bat- 
uEtoa  oif  the  71 II  to  draw  off  and 
fcim  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and 
then  marching  up  to  the  rear  of 
the  fight  infanuy,  that  corps  was 
iiwn  off  fHU  more  to  the  right, 
tbrcby  Iflcreaiiftg  the  jealoufy  of 
rite  enemy  for  their  left,  and  im- 
licfiitg  a  full  idf  a,  that  he  was  in 
ttift  of  extending  his  front  to  that 
j|».  The  happieft  eiFe^  of 
|niuKruvre,  houever,  was,  that 
flrfight  m£intry  had  thereby  got 
iaioibojlow  grourid,  by  which  they 
•we  midly  covered  from  the  view 
of  tte  enrmy^ 

^ortao*,  the  great  friend  to  en- 
^kt  m  W2fp  anil  whofc  favours 
«»Pftidctn  officer  will  ever  deny, 
^  i^wn  a  m^gjFQ  into  the  hands 


of  the  commander,  whofe  intelli- 
gence he  tamed  to  the  happieft 
account.  This  man  knew  a  pri- 
vate path  through  the  wooded 
fwamp  on  the  enemy's  right, 
through  which  he  promifcd  to  lead 
the  troops  without  obfcrvation  or 
difficulty.  To  profit  the  more  ef- 
fefluall/  of  this  difcovery,  it  hap- 
pened that  the  hollow  way  into 
which  the  light  infantry  had  now 
fallen,  continued  winding  all  round 
the  rear  of  the  army  until  it  joined 
the  morafs  and  wood  in  queftion. 
Sir  James  Baird  was  accordingly 
diredted  to  purfue  the  courfe  of  thd 
valley  with  the  light  infantry,  un- 
til he  arrived  at  the  path  pointed 
out  by  his  guide,  by  which  he 
would  be  enabled  to  turn  the  ene- 
my's right  flank,  and  by  a  mode- 
rate circuit  to  fall  in  upon  the  rear 
of  that  wing.  The  New-York  vo- 
lunteers, under  Colonel .  Tumbull, 
were  ordered  to  fupport  the  light  in- 
fantry. 

During  the  courfe  of  this  move- 
ment, the  artillery  were  formed  in 
a  field  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
concealed  from  the  enemy  by  a 
fwell  of  ground  in  front,  up  which 
it  was  intended  to  run  them,  as 
foon  as  the  iignal  was  made  for 
adion.  From  that  commanding 
ground,  they  could  either  bear  ad- 
vantageoufly  upon  the  right  of  the 
rebel  line,  or  canonade  any  body 
of  troops  in  flank,  which  they 
might  detach  into  the  wood  to  re- 
tard the  progrefs  of  the  light  in- 
fantry. An  Hcflian  regiment  was 
formed  upon  the  left  of  the  artil- 
lery. 

During  all  this  time,  totally  blind 
to  their  danger,  the  enemy  con- 
tinued to  amufe  themfelves  with 
their  caunon,«although  a  (ingle  fire 
was  not  returned  j  a  circusi,flancc, 
[C]  which# 
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whichy  along  with  the  ftilnefs  and 
immobility  of^  the  Britiih  troops, 
might  have  reafonably  excited  ap* 
prehenfion,  didruft,  and  watchfal- 
nefs.  Ac  length.  Colonel  Campbell, 
convinced  that  the  Kgfat  infantry 
had  got  effe^aally  romid  upon  their 
rear,  fuddenly  brought  forward  the 
cannon,  and  commanded  the  Kne 
to  move  briikly  on  to  the  enemy. 
The  well-direAed  fire  of  the  artil- 
lery, the  rapid  advance  of  the 
71ft  regiment,  and  the  forward 
countenance  of  the  Heffians,  fo  over- 
powered the  enemy>  that  th^  in- 
flantly  fell  into  confufion,  and  dxf- 
perfed. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  light  in- 
fantry having  arrived  at  the  new 
barracks,  which  were  foil  in  the 
way  they  were  making  to  th^  rear 
of  the  enemy,  fell  in  onexpeAedly 
with  a  body  of  the  militia  of  Geor- 
gia, who  were  there  Rationed  with 
artillery,  to  g^ard  the  great  road 
from  Ogeechc;  thefe  were  foon 
routed,  with  the  lofs  of  their  ,can- 
non,  and  as  Sir  James  Baird  was 
in  full  purfoit  of  the  fagttives,  in 
his  way  to  fall  upon  the  main 
body^  the  terrified  and  flattered 
troops  of  the  Carolina  and  Georgia 
brigades,  came  running  acrofs  the 
plain  full  in  his  front.  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  confufion  and  root 
that  now  enfued,  when  the  ]ight,fn- 
fantry,  with  the  rapidity  peculiar 
to  that  corps,  threw  themrtlves  in 
headlong  upon  the  flanks  of  a  flyiDg 
enemy,  already  fufficiencly  broken 
and  confufed. 

No  vidtory  was  ever  more  com- 
plete. 38  commiflioned  officers, 
41^  non-commifitoned  and  privates, 
48  pieces  of  cannon,  23  mortars, 
the  fort  with  its  ammunition  and 
ftores,  the  fhipping  in  the  river> 
a  large  quantity  of  provifioosj  with 
.     5 


the  capital  of  Georgia,  were  all  hi 
the  pofleflioa  of  the  Conoaeror* 
before  dark.  Neither  the  glory  of 
the  viflory,  nor  the  military  re- 
nown ari(in»  from  the  judiicioas 
meafures,  and  admiraUc  mancenvres 
which  led  to  it,  could  reflet  more 
honour  upon  the  (kMomander  in 
chief;  than  every  other  part  of  his 
conduA.  iHs  triumph  was  neither 
diflained  by  an  unneceflary  effu- 
fion  of  blood,  nor  degraded  by 
prefent  or  fubfequem  cruelty.  The 
moderation,  clemency,  and  hom»- 
nify  of  all  his  condu^,  will  be 
confidered  (lill  the  more  praife* 
worthy,  when  it  is  recollefled,  that 
he  was  onder  ihi  immediate  im- 
prefTion  of  (uch  peculiar  circum* 
fiances  of  irritation  and  refentment* 
as  had  not  been  experienced  hy 
any  other  Britiih  officer,  who  had 
borne  command  during  the  Ameri* 
can  war. 

The  lofs  of  the  Ameridvns  in 
{lain  Was  very  fmall,  confidering 
the  nature  bf  the  complete  rout 
they  had  undergone.  Only  aboot 
fourfcore  men  fell  in  the  adion  and 
purfuit,  and  about  thirty  more  pe- 
rilhed  in  their  attempts  to  efcape 
through  the  fwamp.  The  condud 
of  their  commanders  requires  no 
obfervation.  Every  body  will  fee 
thev  knew  nothing  of  their  bafi- 
nels.  Although  the  fugitives  fled. 
and  confequendy  led  dke  purfuit, 
through  the  town  of  Savannah,  and 
that  many  of  the  inhabiunts  were 
then  in  the  fireets,  ^et,  Aich  was 
the  excellent  difciphnc  obferved* 
that  in  the  heat  of  blood,  not  a 
Angle  perlbn  fuftred,  who  had  not 
arms  m  his  hands,  and  who  waa 
not  befides  in  the  aft  either  of 
flight  or  refiftance.  The  coounan- 
ifer  having  received  fome  inform* 
ation^  Ant  die  fttling  of  the  cm- 
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piul  on  &re>  in  cafe  of  its  ]ofs,  had 
tn  once  a  matter  in  contempla- 
tion with  the  enemy,  took  effbc* 
toil  meafares  to  guard  againft  that 
de(i|n,  if  ftill  intended.  No  place 
in  fimilar  circu alliances,  ever  faf- 
fered  io  little  by  depredation,  aa 
the  town  of  Savannah  did  upon 
tkis  occaEon ;  even  taking  into  the 
account,  that  committed  by  their 
own  negroes  during  the  darkneit 
of  the  a  pproachtn  g  night.  A  flrong 
drcomlUntial  teilimony,  that  thofi 
enormides.  fo  frequently  attribnted 
to  the  licence  of  the  foldiers,  fliould 
with  much  more  jnftlce  be  charged 
to  the  indefcnfible  condud  of  their 
liiperiors;  whether  by  a  previous « 
rdixacioa  of  difcipline»  an  imme* 
iiiate  participation  in  the  gttilt>  or  a 
no  kh  culpable  fufferaoce  of  the 
eaormity, 

Through*the  adivity  and  prompt 
naion  of  the  commanders  in  chief 
hij  land  and  fea,  and  the  fpirit  and 
diligence  of  their  offiters.  General 
Howe,  with  the  broken  remains  of 
ioi  army,  was  not  onty  compelled 
to  retreat  into  South-Carolina,  but 
ttOCwiLhilEnding  many  impediments 
k  their  way,  and  fome  wants  not 
oily  rrmedied,  particularly  horfes 
fer  ihaj  amllcry,  they,  within  lefs 
thui  a  forcnigbt»  had  recovered  the 
9kie  province  of  Georgia  (except- 
mg  eiily  the  town  of  Sunbury)  to 
^  Smith  gcvernment.  in  that 
&iie  thry  had  rellored  tranquillity 
tnry  where,  aforded  protcffion  to 
ii  who  rcmair^d  in  or  returned  to 
^6t  houfc^,  ettablifhed  fuch  pods 
ti  lectircd  the  whole  line  of  frontier 
« the  fide  tff  Soath-Carolina,  and 
^d  the  well -affe^ed,  who  came 
JA  wkh  ihcif  n^es  and  horiet,  into 
4  OQ^i  of  light  dragoons. 


In  the  mean  time,  Major-General 
Prevofi  found  no  fmall  difficulty  ia 
bringing  together,  from  their  fcat- 
tered  and  remote  cantonments,  the 
fmall  parties  with  which  he  was  ta 
make  an  impreffion  on  the  fide  of 
Florida.    The  getdng  fb^rward  his 
artillery^  ftores*  and  provifions,  as 
the  enemy    were   matters  of  the 
navigadon  in  general^  both  along 
the  coafts,  and  on  the  greater  wa- 
ters inland,  was  no  lefs  difficult.  Ia 
thefe  operations,  the  troops  onder- 
went  onufual  hardihips  and  diftrefles» 
which    they  bore  with   the    moft 
exemplary  fortitude  and  temper ; 
both  officers  and    foldiers   having 
been  reduced  to  Hve  for  (everal 
days  folely  upon  oyfters,  and  en- 
during at  (he  Came  time  the  greateft 
heat  and  fatigue,  without  complainr> 
defpondency,    or    murmur.      The 
major-general    having    at   length 
brought  forward  a  few  jneces  of 
artillery,    fuddenly  furrounded  the 
town  and  fort  of  Sunbury,  on  the 
frontiers  of  Georgia.     Tbe  gar- 
rifon,  confiding  of  aboat  aoo  mco^ 
made  leme  ihew  of  defence,  and 
gave  the  commander  the  trouble  of 
opening   trenches.      But  although 
they  were  fupported  by'  fome  armed 
veffels  aind  gailies,  yet  all  hope  of 
relief  being  now  totally  cut  off  by 
the  reduction  of  the  reft  of  the  pro« 
vince,  they   found  it  neceifary  to 
furrender  at  difcredon.    This  hap« 
pened  iuft  at  the  dme,  when  Colonel 
Campbell,  after  the  fettlement  of 
the  interior  country,  had  returned 
to  Savannah,  and  was  preparing  to 
fet  out  on  an   expedition  for  the 
redudion  of  Sunbury.    The  com^ 
mand  devolved  of  courfe  to  Genend 
Prevoft  on  his  arrival  at  Savann^ 


[C].* 
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CHAP.      III. 

IJlaniaf  Dominka  taken  hy  the  Marfuis  Je  Bouille^  governer  of  Mariinic». 
State  of  the  French  fieet  at  Bofton.     Riot  between  the  French  and  inhahi- 
tanfs,     Defperate  riot  hettween  the  French  and  American  faiUrs^  in  the  city 
and  port  of  Cbarleftown.     M,  D'f/laing  fails  from  Bojlon  for  the  Wej}^  t 
Indies  :  having  fir ji  iffued  a  declaration  addrejjedto  the  French  Car.adians, 
Admiral  Byron^sfittt  dri'uen  off  from  the  coaji  of  Newj*  England  ty  a  *uiq^ 
Unt   hurricane^  luhich   afforded  an   opportunity  for  the  departure  of  tk^ 
French  fquadron*     Britijh  fleet  detained  at  Rhode- Ij7and»  to  repair  the  da- 
mages fuftained  in  the  tempefl.     Reinforcement  fent  from  Nenx;'Tork  to  the 
M^^'lndie^  under  the '  conduff  of  Commodore  hotham,  and  M^ijor-General 
Grant  :  narronvfy   mifs  falling  in  'with  the  French  fleet  :  join  Admiral 
Barringtcn  at  Barhadhes,  and  proceed  together  to  the  redudiotf  cf  the  ijlan^ 
of  St,  Lucia  :  troops  land,  take  the  French  pcfts  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac  :  proceed  to  Morne  fortune  and  the  Vurgie*     Af. 
D*Eftaing  appears  in  fights  nuith  d  *vaft  Jiipericrity  both  of  land  and  marine 
force:  attacks  the  Britijh  fquadron  in   the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac:  and  is 
hra*uely  repulfed  by  Admiral  Barrington,  tuvice  in  the  fame  day.  French  land 
their  troops  in  Choc  Bay  :  attack  General  Meadovus  three  times  tn  the  Vier^ 
giei  are  tepulfed  every  time,  and  at  length  defeated  ivith  great  lojs.    Great 
'  g^y  obtained  by  the  Britijh  forces,  both  byfea  and  land,  in  thefe federal  en» 
counters.     M.  D*£flaingt  after  tern -days  longer  flay,  abandons  the  ifland  cf 
•  St*  Luciai'tsjithout  aTty  farther  attempt  far  its  recovery.     The  Che*valier  de 
Micoud,  <with  the  principal  inhabitants,  capitulate  befcre  the  French fUet  is 
wt  of  fights 


GEORGIA  was  reduced  in 
the  manner  we  h^ve  feen. 
In  other  refpefts  little  was  done ; 
nor  did  the  feafon  permit  much  to 
be  done  in  other  parts  of  America. 
Whilfl  the  war  ftagnated  there»  the 
lofs  of  the  valuable  ifland  of  Do- 
minica in  the  Wefl  Indies,  opened 
a  new  fcene  of  a£kion  in  that  quar* 
tc^r.  Complaints  and  reprcfenta- 
tions  had  beeiT  long  and  repeatedly 
made  by  the  Wed-Xndia  merchants 
and  planters  to  adminillration*  of 
the  weak  and  expofed  Aate  of  thofe 
iflands,  which  Teemed  to  be  left  to 
the  mercy  of  their  powerful  Euro- 
pean neighbours,  without  a  military 
force  for  their  defence,  or  a  com- 
petent naval    fquadron  .  for   their 


proteflion.  Jamaica  had  been  par- 
ticular ^in  thefe  applications.  The 
immenfe  firitifli  capital  neccfTarily 
lodged  in  that  ifland,  rendered  it 
noiefs  an  objed  of  concern  in  this 
country,  than  its  great  domeilic 
property  did  to  the  owners  of  the 
foil.  The  great  increaie  of  troops, 
and  the  unulual  military  prepara- 
tions in  the  French  and  5paniih 
fetclements,  afibrded  fufiicient  room 
to  juilify  thefe  appreheniions  and 
rcprefentations. 

7  his  bufiuefs  was  alfo  frequently 
introduced  in  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liamefit  by  the  oppoiition,  who  re- 
peatedly warned  the  minifters  of 
the  danger  to  which  our  Weft, 
India    pofleflions    were    expofed. 

They 
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They  wert  generally  anAvered  in 
tliis  inflance,  as  in  (ome  others,  by 
a  re]>eution  of   the    well  founded 
coniidfoce   repofed    in    the    pacific 
difp'ii.icm   and   good   iuteiuions  of 
our  Vieighbours.      But    the    fimple 
matter  of  fact,    undoubtedly    was, 
^tlut  cur  military   force  and  provi- 
£on  by  Tea  and  iand,  were  fo  com- 
pletely livallowed  up  in  the  vortex 
of  the  A  nerican  war,  and  the  de- 
mands iverc    liill  fo  incdfant    and 
urgent,  that  the  fources  ot  iupply 
were   conlUntly    drained    and   ex- 
hauftcd,  (o  tr.at  other  objeds,  how- 
ever important,   were   of  ncccflity 
obligid  to  be  committed,  in  a  great 
oeaiurc,  to  the  blind  difpofition  'of 
chance  and  fortune. 
The  iiland   of  Dominica  was  a 
^  part  of   thofe    compenfations,  ac- 
quired by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  for 
tht  cxpsnces  of  a  war,  very  glo- 
rious   indeed,   but    Very   burthfn* 
Tome.    TV)  thcfc  expences^and  glo* 
-  ties,  the  whole  of  the  celfions  was 
fiot  adequate.      Confidered   inde- 
pendeoily  of  this  comparative  efti- 
ttate,  Dominica  was  an  acquifition 
of  no   inconiiderable  importance; 
lod  its    (ituation^   lying    between 
Mtrtinio    and    Gaadaloupe,    and 
*i;tiiii  \slw  iit    ..ach,  would   have 
lendered   it  of  the   utmoft  imppr- 
iftM  JQ  lime   of  vvar.    *  This  cir- 
eanfbnce  iecms  to  have  been  fo 
mH    undcr^kod     by    government, 
ikt  it  w€tit  to  a  g  reat  and  unufual 
expfocc   In   furtilying  the   iiland, 
lidihc  il^ork^  ijaa  been  lately  cor 
^tn^  with    a    nusnerous    artiifcry, 
^  (or  the  pLir^M<e  from  England  ; 
the  g^Xi.  if  it  could   de- 

co  be  ^  by   that  name, 

*ii  lolAlly  incompetent  to  the  de- 
fctte  <tf  i^  an«#  or  to  the  ufe  of 
AtMher, 
Kvitbcr  the  ifiiportance  nor  the 


weaknefs  of  the  ifland,  efcaped  the 
attention  of  the  Marquis  de  BouiUe^ 
Governor-general  of  Martinic*. 
He  accordingly  landed     g  ^ 

With   about   2000  men,  a 

under  the  cover  of  fome  ^^  ' 
frigates  and  privateers,  about  day- 
break at  Dominica,  and  proceeded 
to  attack  the  different  batteries  and  . 
forts  by  land,  as  his  marine  force 
did  by  fea.  The  handful  of  regu- 
lar troops,  amounting  only  to  about 
a  hundred  men,  together  with  the 
militia  and  inhabitants  in  genera], 
did  all  that  could  be  expe^ed 
again ll  fuch  a  fupcriority  of  force, 
and  under  fuch  circumilances  of 
furprize.  But  the  French  havine 
uken  thofe  detached  and  hal^ 
manned  batteries  which  lay  firil  in 
their  way,  and  advanced  by  noon  to 
attack  the  little  capital  of  Rofeau» 
by  fea  ^nd  land,  which  likewife 
comprehended  the  principal  forti- 
fications of  the  iilandy  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Stuart,  with  the  military 
officers  and  council,  feeing  all  de- 
fence friiitlefs,  thought  it  necellary 
to  fave  the  inhabitants  from  plun- 
der and  ruin,  by  entering  into  a 
capitulation. 

This  was  (bon  concluded.  The 
terms  were  the  mofk  moderate  that 
could  be  conceived;  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille  having  nearly  agreed^ 
without  difcuilion  or  referve,  to 
every  condition  that  was  propofed 
in  favour  of  the  inhabitants,  n  Be* 
fides  the  hpnours  of  war,  and  the 
liberty  of  retaining  their  arms, 
with  the  fulleft  fecurity  to  their 
e dates,  property  of  every  fort, 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities, 
Ithey  were  allowed  to  retain  their 
civil  and  religious  governments  ia 
all  their  parts,  with  all  their  laws, 
cudoms,  ordinances,  courts,  and 
miniilers  of  ^uiUcc,  until  the  con. 
[C]  3  ddioa 
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tlofimi  of  a  peace ;  and  at  that  pe* 
>driod»  if  the  liland  (hould  be  ceded 


to  France,  they  were  to  have  it  in 
choice,  ivhether  to  adhere  to  their 
own  polidcal  form  of  eovernment, ' 
or  to  accept  that  eftabliihed  in  the 
Fronch  iAands.  And  in  either 
ievent,  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as 
did  not  chufe  to  continue  under  a 
French  government,  were  to  be  at 
liberty  to  fell  all  their  edates  real 
and  perfonal,  and  to  retire  with 
their  eifefls  wherever  they  pleafcd. 
Other  conditions  of  lefs  import- 
ance,  were  equally  favourable  in 
their  degree  to  the  inhabiunts; 
toor  were  they  boand  to  any  duty 
to  the  French  king,  more  than 
what  they  had  owed  to  their  natu- 
ral  fovereign.  In  a  word,  a  mere 
change  of  foveretgnty  was  the  only 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  in- 
ittbitants. 

How  mnch  of  the  fovoar  and 
lenitv  of  thefe  conditions  may  be 
attribnced  to  the  moderation  and 
fcamanity  of  the  Marquis  de  Booille, 
liow  mnch  i<k  the  ^licy  of  indac- 
ing  the  lets  refinance  in  other 
£ngliih  iflands,  or  how  mnch  to 
the  apprehenfion  of  Admiral  Bar- 
lington's  arrival  with  a  fuperior 
naval  force  from  Barbadoes,  are 
ffjueftioifs  not  to  be  abfolutely  de. 
<^ded  upon.  'It  is,  however,  equi- 
table, to  attribute  jtifl  and  hnmane 
anions  to  the  molt  laudable  mo- 
tnres,  where  the  contrary  does  not 
appear  from  any  (Irong  concurrent 
or  fnbrequent  circumdances.  The 
matter  of  tad  is  certain,  that  the 
iinalleft  diforder  or  pillage  was  not 
permitted,  and  that  the  French 
commander,  in  lieu  of  plunder, 
awarded  the  Toldiers  and  volun- 
teers with  a  confiderable  gratuity 
in  ready  money. 


The  French  found  164  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  24  brafs  mortars,  with 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  military 
flores  and  ammunition  in  the  works. 
The  public  efFe£l^,  with  the  BritUh 
veifelt  in  the  harbour,  became  a 
prize  to  the  conquerors.  I'he  ftay 
of  the  Marquis  de  Beuille  in  the 
idand  was  very  ihort ;  but  he  left  a 
garrifon  of  1 500  men  behind  him  ; 
which,  with  the  flrength  of  the 
works,  and  the  powerful  artillery 
in  their  hands,  have  hith,erto  un* 
fortunately  fuperfeded  all  attempts 
for  its  recovery. 

Many  circumftaaces  concurred 
in  rendering  the  lofs  of  this  iHand 
grievous.  The  large  fums  expend- 
ed upon  its  fortifications,  and  the 
numerous  and  weighty  artiller) 
fent  out  for  its  defence,  indicated 
a  full  knowledge  of  its  importance 
in  cafe  of  a  war.  Its  iitoation,  on 
which  this  importance  depended^ 
equally  pointed  out  the  danger  tc 
which  it  was  expofed,  and  that  ii 
muft  neceiTarily  be  the  firll  objed 
of  the  enemy's  enterprize ;  whilfl 
its  naked  works  and  valuable  ar« 
tillery,  feemed  held  out  as  a  prize, 
to  dire^  and  quicken  their  ope- 
rations. To  incrcafe  the  vexation^ 
I  Rear  -  Admiral  Barrington,  with 
tvi'O  ihips  of  the  line,  and  fome  fri- 
gates, was  lying  at  the  fmall  di- 
iiance  of  Barbadoes,  where  he  had 
been  chained  down  for  more  thai 
two  months,  waiting  merely  fbi 
inftrodions,  which  be  had  been  on 
dered  to  exped  at  that  place,  and 
which,  from  whatever  caufe  01 
misfortune,  were  net  yet  arrived, 
Small  as  this  force  was,  it  would 
have  been  fully  fufiicient,  had  tim< 
and  his  orders  allowed  it,  ibr  du 
prefervation  of  Dominica,  and  die 
prote^on  of  the  other  iflands  fbi 
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tkpitfcnt,  as  the  French  had  not 
I  fiiigle  (hip  of  the  line  in  that 
quarter. 

The  defea  of  inteUi^ce  ao* 
compaaied  that  of  inftruAions,  or 
orden  how  to  a£l.  A  French  do- 
Cttment  executed  at  Paris  on  the 
tSth  of  June,  and  publiihed  at 
Uartinico  in  the  middle  of  Auguft, 
amoQnting,  in  effect,  to  a  decla- 
ration of  war  in  the  WeH-lndies» 
tfbrded  the  £rft  information  of. 
hoftilitiei  to  Admiral  Barrington> 
aod  to  the  neighbouring  illands. 
The  lois  of  two  of  Sir  Peter  Par- 
ker's frigates,  which  were  takeit  by 
the  French  on  the  coaH  of  Hifpa- 
oiola,  afforded  aifo  the  firll  means 
of  information  to  that  Admiral,  as 
Mtll  as  to  the  government  of  Ja- 
maica, where  he  was  Rationed,  of 
the  commencement  of  l>oftilities. 

As  iboo  as  Admiral  Harrington 
itcei?ed  intelligence  of  the  invafion 
of  Dominica,  he  difpenfed  with 
the  violation  of  his  orders  in  that 
iofiaoce,  and  proceeded  with  the 
vj&oft  difpatch  to  iu  intended  re- 
lief. Although  it  was  impoflible 
kfi  could  prevent  a  conquefl,  which 
Vis  onlv  the  work  of  a  iingle  day,  ' 
the  pre/ence  of  his  fmall  fquadron, 
koivever,  had  the  happy  efFedl,  of 
JOBoving  the  panic  which  ha4 
jbread  tbroogh  the  neighbouring 
ilMuis,  and  of  elTeflually  curbing 
Ike  further  enterprizes  of  the  ene- 
my. The  confequences  of  the  lofs 
of  Dominica  were  experienced,  both 
by  fci  and  hnd,  in  the  courfe  of 
ik  opera aon5  of  the  cnfuiog  Weft- 
bdii  cairpaign,  * 

Ai  Monf*  D'Eilaing  was  now 
10  heir  a  piincipal  part  on  the 
Wtil-bdia  thcairc;  of  adion,  it  will 
be  mttil^y  to  take  fome  notice  of 
hu  Ataatioa  a^d  proceedings,  from 
f  iitumt  of  our  hikXiDg  him  in  the 


harboor  of  Bofton.  Neither  the 
care  of  the  governing  powers  in 
that  town,  oo^  the  i.dea:>  of  benefits 
received,  or  to  be  derived,  from  ^ 
the  alliance  with  France,  were 
fufHcient,  during  the  flay  of  the 
French  fleet  in  that  port,  wholly  to 
cure  the  ancient  prejudices  and 
hereditary  animoiity  of  the  popu* 
lace,  with  refpeft  to  a  nation,  which 
they  had  fo  long  confidered  as  a  ri^ 
val,  and  fb  freq^uently  encountered 
as  an  enemy,  i^he  difference  of 
relieion,  language,  and  manners, 
could  not  fail  to  hold  a  confiderable 
fhare  in  keeping  thefe  animofities 
dill  alive;  although,  fo  far  as  it 
can  be  judged  from  appearances  at 
this  diilance,  the  French  have  ikxi* 
died  more  in  their  commerce  with 
the  Americans,  tp  evade  the  effedl 
of  thefe  peculiarities,  and  have 
(hewn  a  great  deference  to  the 
prejudices,  and  conformity  to  the 
manners  and  opinions  of  the  peo« 
pie,  than  they  perhaps  ever  prac- 
tlfed  in  their  connexions  with  any 
other  part  of  mankind.  Indoed  a 
mode  of  condud  diredly  contrary^ 
has  for  many  ages  been  confidered* 
a4  one  of  the  driking  charadteriflics 
of  that  nation ;  and  has,  not  un. 
frequently  been  produfUve  of  the 
moft  fatal  confequences  to  them- 
felves^  as  well  as  to  others. 

However  it  was,  a  mod  violent 
affray,  in  which  numbers  on  both 
fides  were  engaged,  and  the  French 
feem  to  have  been  vQry  roughly 

n?ght in'B^STsoml  ^'P^'  '  ^^ 
of  the  French  were  faid  to  have 
been  killed,  and  feveral  were  cer* 
tainly  wounded ;  among  whom 
were  fome  officers,  and  one  parti* 
cularly,  of  confiderable  didinu^on^ 
As  both  D'Edaing  and  the  govern* 
meot   of  Bofton>    were    eager  to 
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accommodate  matters  kn  fuch  a 
inanner,  as  that  no  (ling  fhould 
remain  behind  on   either    iide,    a 

•great  rcfervc  was  obferved  with 
refpe^   to  the  particulars   of   the 

^riot,  as  well  as  of  the  circum- 
ilances  which  led  to  it ;  and  the 
icurfory  imperfect  fketches  that 
ivere  publifhed,  fhewcd.  evidently 
that  they  were  not  to  be  relied 
on. 

A  proc]ama?ion  'was  ifTued  by 
.the  council  of  ftate  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  ftridtly  urging  the 
magiltrates  to  ufe  their  utmod 
endeavours  for  bringing  the  offen- 
ders to  juftice,  and  offering  a  re- 
ward of  30a  dollars,  for  {he  dif- 
covery  of  any  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned in  the  riot.  And  to  re- 
move the  impreflion  of  its  arifing 
from  any  popular  animofity  to  the 
French*  the  Boilon  prints  la- 
boured to*  fix  it  upon  fome  un- 
known captured  Britifh  feamen, 
and  deferiers  from  Burgoyne's 
army,  who  had  enlifled  in  their 
privateers.  *  D'Eftaing  had  the 
addrefs  to  give  into  this  idea,  and 
to  appear  thoroughly  fatfsfied  with 
the  fatisfaftion  he  received.  The 
high  reward  produced  no  manner 
of  difcovcry. 

The  fame  fpirit  operated  juft 
about  the  fame  time,  and  in  the 
fame  manner,  but  much  more 
violent  in  degree,  and  fatal  in 
confequence*    between     the   Ame-' 

-  xican  and  French  feamen,  in  the 
city  and  j^ort  of  Charleftown, 
South  Carolina.  The  quarrel 
there  began,  as  at  Boflon,  afhore* 
and  at  night,  and  ended  in  the 
laft  extreme  of  holtility,  an  open 
light  with  cannon  and  fmaJl 
arms;  the  French  firing  from 
their  (hips,  whither  tTiey  had 
i)eeQ  hailily  driven  from  the  Town, 


and  the  Americans  from  the  ad- 
joining wharfs  and  ihore.  Seve- 
ral lives  were  acknowledged  t6  be 
loft,  and  a  much  greater  number 
were  of  courfe  wounded. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  the  preiidenr 
and  commander  in  chief  of  that 
colony,  in  the  proclamation  whicit 
he  ifTued  upon  .the  fubjcd,  fnffi- 
ciently  points,  out  the  caufes  of 
the  quarrel/ by  charging  the  ma- 
giilrates  in  the  (Irongefl  terms, 
that,  along  with  the  difcovery 
and  profecution  of  the  rioters, 
they  fhould  ufe  every  pofltble 
means  in  their  power,  to  prevent, 
for  the  future,  all  indecent,  iili^ 
beral,  and  national  refledtions, 
again  ft  the  fubjefts  of  their  great 
and  good  ally,  as.  tending  to  ex- 
cite refentment  and  ill-will  among 
ihofe,  whom»  by  intereft,  treaty, 
and  alliance,  they'  were  bound  to 
regard  as  friends,  and  who  wei« 
partiealarly  entitled  to  their  fa- 
vour and  ^edlion.  In  his  mefTage 
to  the  affembly,  he  alfo  ftrongly 
recommends  the  framing  of  fuch 
regulations,  as  would  efFeduaJly 
prevent  this  licentioufnefs,  whe- 
ther in  words  or  in  anions:  and 
thAt  body  con  fide  red  the  matter  to 
he  of  fo  .ferious  a  nature,  that 
they  appointed  a  committee  to  rc- 
vife  the  laws  relative  to  feamen  in 
that  port,  and  to  coniider  of  ef- 
fetlual  means  for  preventing  and 
fuppreffing  riots  in'  the  town.  A 
reward  of  a  thoufapd  pounds  was 
offered  for  the  difcovery  of  the 
particular  perfons,  who  had  fired 
fome  guns,  which  were  fatal  in 
their  effect,  from  one  of  the 
wharfs.  We  have  not  heard  that 
this  great  reward  produced  any 
difcovery. 

As  the  northern  Colonies,  par- 
ticularly the  province  of   Mafla- 
chufectsi 
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ckfelts,  do*  not  produce  wheat  in 
any  proportion    at   all     equal    to 
their  own   confumption,   and   thac 
throagh  the    continual   lolTes   and 
dangers  which  their  fupplies  from 
the  fouthern  experienced  in  their 
palTagc,  together   with  fome   local 
miti,  provifions  of  all  forts   had 
for  ibme  time   been   fo    unufually 
icarce  and  dear   in   tha  town   and 
neigibourhood'of  Builon>  as  near- 
ly 10  threaten   a    famine,    it   was 
generally   expedled,   and  undoubt- 
edly apprehended   by  himfelf,  that 
DElhing  would    have  encounter- 
ed great  difficulties*  if  not  actual 
dillrefs,  from    the    impradlicability 
of  vidualling,   and  the  doubt  even 
cf  fublilling,  his  fleet  at  that  port. 
He  was,  however,   relieved    from 
thefe  difficulties  and  appreheniions 
by  a  fingalar  fortune. .   The  New 
England    cruisers      happened     at 
that  very  period  to   take    fuch    a 
namber   of    proviflon    veflels    on 
their  way  from    Eurc)^>e  to   New 
York,  as    not     only     abundantly 
fupplicd  the  wants  of  the  Frenc'ti 
fleet,  but  furnithed  fuch   an  over- 
plus,  as  was    fufiicient   to  reduce 
the  rates  of  the  markets  at  BoHon, 
to  romething    about     their     ufual 
moderate    iiate.      This     fortunate 
iupply  wai  a  mattt^r  of  great  trt- 
■■ph  to  that  pcDpie. 
Kaw    A  Tnus  was  D*Eftaing 

■  *  '  enabkd  to  quit  Bofton, 
ad  t0  profecute  hb  defigns  in  the 
Wefl  Indies,  ^wiih  a  Beet  tho- 
A^f  repaired,  clean,  well  vic- 
ilBiilcd,  aitd  hb  forced  in  full 
aad  vigour.  And  thus  it 
t|  be  laid,  without  any  extraor- 
UTf  Urctch  of  licence,  that  to 
iU  ippearaocef  a  royal  Hcet  owed 
b  prercnration,  at  leaft  in  a  very 
grcit  degree^  to  ihe  induilry  and 
imtmt  ol  a  few  privaEeeri. 
l^sYiQitt  to  his  departurf^  D'£f« 


taing  bad  publiihed  a  declaration, 
which  was  to  be  difperfed  among  ^ 
the   French   Canadians,    and    was 
addrelTed  to  them  in  the  name  of 
their   ancient  mailer,    the   French 
king.     The   defign  of  this   piece, 
and   an  objed    which    v/sls    much 
-laboured  in   it,   was  to  recall   the 
affedlion  to  their    ancient  govern- 
ment; and  to  Revive  all  the  nati- 
onal atuchments-  of    that  people, 
thereby   to    prepare  them  for  an 
invafion     either    f:om    France   or 
America,    and   to  raife    their  cx- 
pedation  and   hope,  to   no  diilant  . 
change     of    mailers.     For    thefe 
purpofes  they  were  applied   to  and 
called  upon,  by  all  the   endearing 
and     flattering    ties     of    country^ 
blood,    language,    common    laws, 
culloms,  religion,  by  their  former 
friendfhips,  ancient  glory  and  fel-     . 
lowfliip     in   arms*,^   and    even   by 
their  common  participation  in  the 
dangers  and     misfortunes   of    the 
laft  war.     To  touch  the  vanity  /of 
a  people  exceedingly  prone  to  it, 
they  were  flattered   by  reminding 
them,    of  thofe   peculiar    military 
honours,    didindlions,    and     royal 
declarations,    which     would     have 
been  the  glorious  rewards  of  their 
prowefs     in   the    French    fervice; 
from  which  they  had  been  fo  long 
debarred,   and    which    were     held 
fo  dear  by   all  their  country  men,^ 
They  were  taught  to  confider  the 
French  and  Americans  as  equally 
friends,  and    almoft  aa  one   peo- 
ple ;    whofe    invafion  of   Canada, 
i^j^ether  jointly  or  feparately,  in- 
ftead    of    conveying     hoflility    or 
defolation  to  them,  would  be  un- 
dertaken only  to  free  them  from 
the  yoke  of  foreigners,  dwelling  in 
another  hemifphere ;  a  people  difier- 
ing  wholly  from  them,  in  religion, 
manners,  in  la'nguage,  and  every 
thing;  whofe  jealous  and  defpotic 
^overA<» 


44}       ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1779. 


government  would  fooner  or  la- 
ur  treat  them  as  a  conquered  peo- 
ple, and  undoubtedly  much  worTe* 
than  they  had  done  their  own  late 
countrymen  the  Americans,  to 
whom  they  owed  their  former 
vi^ries.  Their  future  cbndi- 
^  tion,  in  the  event  of  this  pro- 
'  pofed  emancipation  from  the  go- 
'  vemment  of  Great  Britain,  was 
left  almofl  entirely  in  the  dark ; 
although  fome  faint  and  diitant 
alluiion  was  held  out,  to  a  (imiiar 
fiate  of  freedom  with  that  poilef- 
ied  by  the  firitiOi  Colonies.  This 
was  a  tender  and  jealous  fubje^, 
tnd  the  French  commander 
thought  it  prudent  (a  leave  it 
involved  in  obfcurity.  He  feem- 
cd  not  altogether  authorized  to 
give  up  the  idea,  of  the  re^ora- 
tion  of  Canada  to  the  dominion  of 
jprance:  but  he  was  aware,  that 
an  '  avowal  of  tliofe  fentiments, 
might  have  been  yet  imprudent 
witn  refped  to  t&at  people,  and 
would  have  been  difgo^tng  >nd 
alaming  in  the  higheft  degree  to 
the  Americans.  He,  however, 
cflTored  the  Canadians,  in  the 
name  of  the  French  king«  that 
all  his  former  fubjeds,  who  fhould 
relinquiih  their  dependence  on 
Great  Britain,  might  depend  on  his 
fupport  and  protedioo . 

Admiral  Byron  had  arrived  at 
New  York  from  Hallifax  in  the 
middle  of  September;  but  fo 
much  had  his  fquadron  fufFered  in 
their  unfortunate  voyage  fi-cm 
England,  that  although  the  greatf. 
cr  part  of  chem  had  arrived  long 
\>ekiT€  him  at  that  port,  yet  it  was 
^  full  month  before  he  was  ena<* 
bled  to  iail  again,  in  order  to  ob- 
icrve  M«  de  Efbiing's  motions. 
The  fame  unfortunate  difpofition 
ff  the  weather,  which  had  alrea- 


dy produced  fuch  unhappy  i 
feemed  fttll  to  perfecute  that 
mander.  He  had  fcarcel] 
peared  before  Boilon,  whi 
was-  driven  of  the  coaft  by 
lent  hurricane,  in  which  the 
again  fuffered  (o  much,  that 
were  glad  to  get  into  (hel 
Rhode  ifland.  This  afFord( 
opportunity  to  D'Eftaing, 
he  imrTicdiately  embraced 
quilting  Bolton;  whilll  th 
mage  now  fuflained,  togcthe 
the  continuance  of  bad  w< 
again  cramped  the  operati< 
the  Britifli  iquadron  in  fuch 
gree,  that  it  was  not  unti 
14th  of  December,  that  A« 
Byron  was  able  to  fct  out  in  ] 
of  him  to  the  Weft  Indies. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  th( 
of  the  war,  as  well  as  the  m 
conducing  it,  were  now  c 
altered  from  what  they  had 
at  former  periods,  and  G 
$ir  Henry  •Jlinton  being  fe 
that  no  elTential  ffrrvice  coi 
undertaken  by  the  army  at 
York  during  the  winter,  ar 
ing  alfo  apprehenfive  ot  the 
ger  to  which  our  Weft 
iflands  were  expofed,  deter 
upon  fending  Tuch  a  force  t 
quarter,  as  would  be  at  oi 
qual  to  the  proted^ion  o 
friends,  and  to  the  aiinoyar 
the  enemy.  He  accordingl; 
patched  fever?1  rvgimenis  of 
veteran,  and  perhaps  uncq 
troops,  who  had  io  long  i 
every  variety  of  climate  and 
gcr  in  America,  to  encounl 
long  with  a  ntw  enemy,  a 
rage  of  the  tropica)  funs  i 
Weil  Indies.  This  deuch 
confining  of  about  5,000 
was  placed  under  the  comm: 
Major  General  Grant;    an* 
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tnofports,  amoumiog  to  fixt)^. 
wire  ooBvoyed  by  Commodore 
Hothaffl»  with  five  men  of  war,  a 
bomb-vcffcl,  and  fome  frigates. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  they 
failed  from  Sandy  Hook,  on  the 
very  day  that  D'Eftaing  departed 
from  Boilon:  and  that  the  two 
flecti  were  very  near  each  other, 
both  fteering  the  fame  courfe,  and 
ifl  paraliel  lines,  during  fome. 
part  of  the  paiTage,  without  any 
knowledge,  on  either  fide,  of  their 
relative  fituation.  A  violent  gale 
of  wind,  in  which  both  fleets 
were  equally  involved,  and  t'ae 
French  greatly  difperfed,  proba- 
bly faved  the  Britiih  convoy  from 
the  danger  of  encountering  fo 
nneqaal  a  force.  Commodore 
Hotham  liad  the  fortune  and  abi- 
lity* to  keep  his  fleet,  which  was 
fo  moch  more  numerous,  whole 
Md  together  during  that  florm, 
to  get  the  flart  of  D'Ellaing,  and 
to  arrive  without  the  fmalleft  lofs 
Oecioth  *^  Barbadoes;  where 
*  he  joined  Admiral 
fi^fringtoi^  before  Mr.  Byron  had 
^  able  to  depart  from  Rhode 
liUnd. 

Ab  expedition,  without  fuffering 
tbe  troops  ta  land,  was  immedi- 
%Iy  undertaken  from  Barbadoes, 
fc  the  redaftion  of  the  ifland  of 
St.  Lucia;  un  adventure  attended 
jml  great  and  unforefeen  peril ; 
W  ttkichk  in  the  iflue,  was  pro* 
deSive  of  no  lefs  glory  to  the 
'  ooaiBindera  and  forces  both  by 
Jei  and  lar^d,  and  of  the  greateft 
tdvanugc  in  all  the  enfuing'ope- 
mim  of  war.  The  refervc  of 
I  the  army^  confiftbg  of  the  5  th 
refimcRt,  with  die  grenadiers  and 
^\ii  infantry  of  the  whole^  under 
m  command  oi  Brigadier  General 
Uuimh    w^«  I^uided    at    the 


Grand  Col  de  Sac,  in  the  ifland 
of  St.  Lucia,  on  the  13th,  in  the 
evening.  That  officer,  with  his 
detachment,  immediately  poflied 
forward  to  the  heights  upon  the 
nonh  fide  of  the  bay,  which  were 
occupied  by  the  Chevalier  de  Mi« 
coud,  the  French  commandant^ 
with  the  regular  forces  and  militia 
of  the/ ifland,  Thefe  polls,  al» 
though  very  difficujt  of  accefs,  he 
ibon  forced:  having  taken  in  the 
conflid,  a  field-piece  with  which 
the  enemy  fired  upon  the  boats 
that  were  conveying  the  troops  to 
the  fliore,  and  a  four  gun  battery^ 
which  greatly  annoyed  the  fliip* 
ping  at  the  entrance  of  the  har« 
bour. 

While  this  was  dcnng.  Brigadier 
General  Prefcot  had  landed  with 
five  regiments,  with  which  he 
guarded  the  environs  of  the  b^y, 
and  at  the  fame  time  pufbed  pn 
his  advanced  pofls,  fo  as  to  pre* 
(trvc  a  communication  during  the 
night  with  the  referve.  As  foon 
as  the  morning  appeared,  the  re- 
ferve, followed  and  fupported  by 
General  Prefcot,  advanced  to  the 
little  capital  of  Morne  Fortune,  of 
which  they  took  pofleffion.  Tbe 
Chevalier '  de  Micoud  made  the 
belt  defence  he  was  able ;  but 
was  coiiipelled  by  the  fupcrioritf 
of  force  to  retire  froni  one  poft  to 
another,  as  the  Britifli  troops  ftiU 
prefled  forward.  As  the  refervc 
advanced.  General  Prefcot  took 
pofleflion  of  the  batteries  and  pofts 
m  th^  rear;  and  with  an  unex- 
ampled degree  of  caution  and  in- 
dndry,  in  a  contefl  with  fo  weak 
an  enemy,  was  indefatigable  in 
immediately  fupplying  them  with 
artillery-officers,  and  men,  eflia- 
bliflung  communications  and  polU 
for    their   fapport,    and    patting 

them 
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n  the  beft  flatc  of  immcdi- 
fcncc,  which  the  fhortncfs  of 
ne  could  poflibly  admit, 
lilfl  ihcfc   meafiires   of  fecu- 
wrcrc  carrying  into  execution, 
:ral  Meadows  pufhed  forward 
r  the  heat  of  a  burning   fun, 
took  pofTeOion  of  the  impor- 
.  poft  of    the   Viergic,    which 
iimanded  the  north   fide  of  the 
reenage    Harbour ;  and   Briga- 
:t  General    Sir    Henry    Calder, 
ih    the-  four    remaining    batta- 
ms,    guarded  the  landing   place, 
cpt  up  the   communication    with 
he    fleet,    and    fent    detachments 
,0  occupy   feveral  pods  upon    the 
mountains,     which     looked     down 
upon   and   commanded    the    fouth 
£de    of  the    Grand    Cul  Je  Sac. 
A  meafurc  which  foon  after  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  the  prefer- 
vaclon  of  the  fleet  andjarmy,  from 
a  danger  then  totally,  unknown. 

Celerity  in  execution,  and  pru- 
dence in  fecuring  and  in^mediately 
taming  to  account  every  advan- 
tage obtained  in  war,  were  never 
more  necefl'ary,  nor  ever  more  emi- 
nently difplayed,  than  upon  this 
occaflon.  It  affords  an  ufeful  lef- 
fon  in  a  flriking  inflance,  that 
nothing  fhould  ever  be  committed 
to  chance  in  warfare,  which  any 
induftry  could  fecure  from  to 
doubtful  a  decifion.  The  force 
under  the  Chevalier  de  Micoud 
did  not  feem  to  demand  much 
jealaufy  or  caution ;  and  no  other 
enemy  was  apprehended;  yet 
every  mcafure  of  fecurity  was 
praftifed,  which  the  prefeace  of 
a  powerful,  and  even  fupcnor  foe, 
could  have  induced.  The  event 
proved  the  wildam  of  the  con- 
dua. 

The  lafl  French  flag,  on  thofe 
ppfls  which  were  in  light  among 


the  neighbouring  hills,  was  fearc 
ly    flruck,     when    M.    D'Eflair 
with  a  prodigious   force,  appear 
in    view   of   the    fleet   and    arn 
Beiides    his    original    fquadron 
twelve   fail  of  the  line,  and  tht 
fliips  of  great   force    and    wi-ig 
of  metal,  he    was  now  accomp 
nicd    by  a  numerous   fleet  of  f 
gates,   privateers,    and    tranfpoi 
with    a    land    force,    efli mated 
9,000  men.      Of    the    latter, 
had     brought     no      inconfideral 
part    on    buard     his     fliips    tn 
France  :    the  reti   were   compol 
of   regulars    and    volunteers   frc 
the  different   French  iflauds,  wj 
as     well    as     the     tranfports    a 
cruizers,     had     been    colleftcd 
readinefs    to   join    him   at    Mar 
nico,  being  intended   for    the   L 
mediate  reduttion  of  the  Granad 
and  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent 
but  wl^i  the  farther  view,  and 
doubtful     expectation,      of     co 
pletely    fweeping    all     the    Bri 
leeward  fettlcments.     In  his  v 
on  that  expedition,   M.  D'Ed; 
received  intelligence     of    the 
tack  on  St.  Lucia ;  a  circumfl 
which   he  confidered   as   the 
fortunate    that    could    have 
pencd,    it   fceming    to   affbr 
means  of  throwing  the  who] 
tilh   for^e    by    fea    and    lar 
eafy    prty,    into    his    hand 
rouit  be  acknowledged,  tha 
had    arrived    24   hours    fo( 
fecms,   in    all   human    pro' 
that  this  mull  have  been  r' 
table  event.     As  it  was, 
being  far  advanced,  D'El) 
f erred  his  operations  unc 
fuing  morning. 

It  will  be  neceflfary  he; 
forae  notice  of  the  fce» 
tion,    and  of  the  fituar 
Britiih  forces;  not  con 
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liipping  as  they  lay  at  the  unex- 
pcdcd  appearance^  of   the  French 
fleet;  but    in    that    date   in  which 
the  unremitted  labour  and  induiiry 
of  a  night   had    placed    them,  in 
order  to  withftand  io  vaft  a  fupe-^ 
riority  of    force  on    the   following 
day.     The   fleet  were  in  the  moll 
fouthcm  inlet,  called  by  the  French 
the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac,  the  tranf- 
ports    filling  the   interior  part    of 
\hc    bay,    and    the    (hips   of  war 
drawn  up  in  a  line  acrofs  the  en- 
trance :    and  that  was  ftill  farther 
(ecured,  by  a  battery  on  the  fouth- 
ern,  and  another  on  the  northern 
oppoiite  points  of  land.     The  Ca- 
reenage   Bay,    which    led    up   to- 
wards    Mome    Fortune,    lay    be- 
tween two  and  three  miles  to  the 
northward  of  the   Grand    Cul    de 
Sac  ;  and  the  Peninfula  of  the  Vi- 
crgic,  occupied  by  General  Mea- 
dows, formed    the  northern  boun- 
dary of  the  Careenage,  and  covered 
its  entrance  on  that  fide.  Choc  Bay, 
aod  Grofj>  Ittet  Bay,  lay  ftill  farther 
Bonli, 

Adtmrat  Barring  ton  had  intend- 
ed, ujHm  General  Meadows'  tak- 
ioj  poffeffion  of  the  Viergie,  to 
h.vt  removed  the  tranfports  into 
^e  Careenage  Bay^  as  a  place  of 
ouch  grea:rr  ft^turity  than  the 
C(ij  de  Sac;  but  was  prevented 
%  the  fudden  appearance  of  the 
French  fleet.  The  Cul  dc  Sac 
Wmi  lb  us  canfidcred  as  a  mere 
J^^fary  lodging,  the  idea  of  an 
lUediate  removal  prevalent,  and 
00  apprehenfion  of  an  enemy  en- 
ifftuacd,  it  will  be  eafily  con- 
CciH4,  that  the  night  called  forth 
lU  iht  powers  and  induftry  of  that 
a^le  oficer,  in  getting  the  tranf- 
port]  warped  luio  the  bottom  of 
^  bt/j  ta  be  as  remote  from 
^pt  IS  poffibki  and  the  ihips 


of  war  brought  into  their  rcfpcc- 
tive  ilations,  fo  as  to  form  a  line 
efFe^tuaJly  to  cover  its  entrance. 
His  force  confifted  only  of  his 
own  fhip  the  Prince  of  Wales,  of 
74x  guns,  the  Boyne  of  70,  St. 
Alban,  and  Nonfuch,  of  64,  the 
Centurion  and  Ifis,  of  50  each, 
and  three  frigates.  Such  was  the 
weak  Iquadron,  with  which  the 
admiral,  with  the  mod  determin- 
ed countenance  and  relblution* 
waited  the  encounter  of  (o  vaft  a 
fuperiority  of  force.  His  own  (hip^ 
the  Prince,  of  Wales,  took  the 
poft  of  honour  and  danger,  on 
the  outward  and  leeward  extre- 
mity of  the  line ;  the  Ifis,  fup- 
ported  by  the  frigates,  who  flank- 
ed the  paflage  between  her  and 
the  fhore,  was  ftationed  in  the  op^ 
pofite  and  interior  angle  to  wind- 
ward. 

However  odd  it  may  appear,  it 
feems  as  if  the  Count  D^Eftaing 
was  not  yet  fenfible,  that  the  Bri- 
tiih  forces  had  extended  their  ope- 
rations fo  far,  as  to  have  taken 
.pofieiTion  of  the  Viergie,  and  o- 
ther  pofts  adjoining  to  the  Careen- 
age; for  under  this  apparent  dc- 
lufion,  his  firil  motion  in  the 
morning,  was  to  ftand  in  with  his 
whole  fleet  of  ftiips  of  war  and 
tranfports  for  that  day.  But  a  well- 
direclcd  fire,  which  his  own  ihip 
the  Lanpuedcc  received  from  one 
of  thofe  Datteries  that  had  fo  late* 
ly  changed  matters,  foon  con- 
vinced him  of  his  mi  (lake.  The 
French  were  apparently  much  dif- 
conqertcd  at  this  unlooked-for 
circumftance;  and  not  only  im- 
mediately bore  away,  but  feemed 
for  a  time  totally  at  a  lofs  how  to 
aft.  At  length,  after  much  evi- 
dent hefitation,  the  admiral  bore 
down  with  ten  Qiil  of  the  line  up- 
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on  the  Britifh  fquadron.  A  warm 
cooflidl  enfued ;  but  they  were  re- 
ceived with  fuch  gallantry  hy  the 
*  'tdmiral  and  commanders^  and  fuch 
ooolncTs,  refolotion,  and  'Hrmnefs, 
bj  their  brave  officers  and  men, 
who  were  alio  well  Uipported  by  the 
batteries  from  the  (bore,  thai  they 
were  repulfed,  and  found  it  necef- 
iary  to  draw  off. 

Time  ^eing  now  taken  for  feme* 
what  of  a  new  difpofition.D'Eilaing 
renewed  the  attack  ai  four  in  the 
afternoon,  with  twelve  fail  of  the 
line.  He  now  diredlcd  his  cfFurts 
more  to  the  right,  from  th^  lee- 
ward point  of  the  Briciili  line  to  its 
center,  by  which  the  Prince  of 
Wales  uuderwent  rather  more  than 
a  due  proportion  of  the  weight  of 
the  adion.  This  attack  was  better 
fupported,  and  longer  continued 
than  the  firft.  The  French  c:in- 
Bonade  was  exceedingly  heavy,  and 
its  wholo  weight  concentrated  with- 
in a  narrower  diredion  than  be- 
fore; but  neither  the  change  of 
portion,  nor  the  additional  force, 
were  capable  of  rendering  this 
cfibit  more  fuccefsfiil  than  tne  for- 
mer* After  a  long  and  warm 
eagagemeot,  the  French  Heet  fell 
into  evident  confufion  and  dii- 
csrder,  and  retired  from  aflion 
with  apparent  lofs,  without  their 
having  been  able  to  make  the 
foiaUeft  effedive  impreilion  on  the 
Britifli  line. 

No  naval  engagement,  however 
mat  in  its  extent,  or  decifive  in 
Its  confequences,  could  afi^brd 
more  glory,  than  the  Briiilh  ad- 
jiiinl*  and  bis  brave  aflbciates, 
derived  from  tbefe  two  adions. 
-^  ,  ,  On  the  following  day, 
Dec.  ibxh  ^  D'Eltaing  feemed 
DO  ftiew  a  difpofition  to  hazard  a 
ihiid   atuck ;   bat   after   icveral 


motions  fb-ongly  indicating  that 
defign,  it  was  at  length  evidently 
abandoned,  and  the  whole  fleet 
plied  up  to  wiodward,  and  an- 
chored in  ilic  evening  oflf  Grof$ 
Iflet,  about  two  leagues  to  the  north* 
ward. 

That  night  and  the  following 
morning  were  fpent  by  the  French 
commander,  in  landing  his  troops 
in  Choc  Bay,  which  lay  between 
•  Grofs  Iflet  and  the  Careenage. 
That  time  was  alfo  employed  by 
the  Britifh  Admiral  ia  preparing 
for  every  polfible  future  event; 
in  warping  the  (hips  of  war  farther 
within  the  bay,  thereby  to  render 
the  line  more  compad  and  firm, 
and  in  conftrudling  ntiw  bitteries 
on  thofe  points  of'hnd  which  co- 
vered the  entrance.  The  clofe 
connexion,  equal  |)articipation  of 
danger  and  fcrvicc,  wi:h  the  mutual 
dependence,  now  fab(ilting  between 
the  land  and  naval  department!, 
uniud  the  whole  fo  cl'Ji'cly,  that 
thty  fccmcd  to  form  bat  one  folid 
and  compa6t  body ;  and  this  being 
farchwi  cemented  and  confirmed  by 
thai  admirable  harmony  which  pre- 
vailed between  tne  commanders 
and  oluccrs  on  both  fides,  ferved 
altogether,  to  fprcad  fo  high  a  de- 
gree of  contdcnce,  hope,  and 
Ipirit,  through  the  army  and  fleet, 
that  they  totally  forgot  the  vaft 
fupcriority  of  the  enemy,  the  pre- 
carioufnefs  and  danger  of  their 
own  iituation,  and  feemed  infen*> 
fible  to  fuch  continual  duty,  fa* 
tigue,  and  hardfhips,  as  would,  in 
other  circumflances,  have  appeared 
i  ntolerable. 

The  country  which  was  now 
the  fccne  of  a^ion,  being .  among 
the  mod  difficult  and  imprao- 
ticable,  whether  with  rcfpedt  to  its 
face,  or  to  the  climate,  in  which 

it 
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b  wootd  feem  chat  war  could  in  any 
manner  be  condoled,  it  19  not  eafy 
to  deferibe,  and  it  is  (till  liarder 
dearly  to  comprehend^  the  com- 
pliated  ficuadon  of  the  Riitifh  po(b. 
The  country  prefented  no  regular 
hct,  but  a  broken  and  confufed 
coBgeries  of  fteep  and  abrupt  hills, 
£:actered  among  greater  mountains, 
eteiy  where  interfeded^  by^jiarrow 
wiDung  vailtes,  deep  defiles,  and 
dificult  golHes.  General  Grant, 
with  the  bulk  of  the  forces,  con- 
fiftmg  of  the  brigades  of  Prefect 
and  Calder,  occupied  all  the  fh-ong 
Uds  among  the  hills  on  either 
fide  of  the  Grand  Cnl  de  Sac ;  and 
commanded  by  feveral  detached 
pofta,  the  ground  that  extended 
fioB  thence  to  the  Careenage, 
wkich  lay  at  abont  tn^  miles  dif- 
tMioe.  A  battery  00  their  fide, 
aod  at  the  foutk  point  of  the  Ca- 
neaage,  with  asxnher  on  the  op- 
pose pmnt  of  the  Viergie,  defend, 
ed  die  entrance  into  that  bay,  and, 
u  wc  have  feen,  checked  the  at- 
teapt  of  the  French  fleet  in  their 
defign  to  atuin  that  objed.  The 
brigades  were  alio  pofleiFed  of 
tivo  other  batteries «  near  the  bot- 
JOB  of  the  bay,  where  it  narrows 
im^  or  is  joined  by  a  creek,  which 
JttAig  Mome  Fortune,  cuts  the 
flOtttry  fcr  feme  way  farther  op. 
Thefe  batteries  were  covered  in 
&»t  by  the  creek,  and  com- 
klBded*  in  a  confiderable  degree, 
the  hsA  approaches  to  the  Vier- 

Thoi^  General  Meadows,  who 
ihth  the  refer  vc,  was  fbcioned, 
lid  It  tn^y  be  iaidy  (hut  up,  in 
^U  peiLuiittlR^  was,  by  diftanoe 
btuAtion,  AS  well  as  that  de« 
(aptnorny,  which  the  nnm- 
d  uic  cneiar  enabled  them 
^  aaklAinf  in  all  the  parts  of 


whatever  fervice  they  nndertook* 
totally  cut  off  from  the  fupport  of 
the  main  body,  any  farther  than 
what  might  be  derived  from  thofe 
batteries  we  have  mentioned.  He 
was  indeed  in  pofTeHion  of'  very 
ftrong  ground,  but  there  were 
circum  dances  to  counterbalance 
that  advantage.  A  retreat,  how- 
ever preiTed  or  overpowered  he 
might  be,  was  impoifible ;  and 
the  very  circumfhmce  of  fituation 
which  afforded  fbength  to  the 
peninfula  in  one  refped,  rendered 
It  liable  to  danger  m  another,  aa 
he  was  expofed  to  a  landing  and 
attack  from  the  fea  in  the  rear, 
at  the  very  inilant  that  he  might 
have  been  defperatel^  engaged,  or 
perhaps  overborne,  in  the  front* 
JBut  he  was  obeyed  by  men,  who 
might  have  infpired  confidence  ia 
a  commander  much  more  difpo* ' 
fed  to  defpondency.  For  although 
they  amounted  only  to  about 
1 300  in  number,  they  were  com- 
pofed,  bcfides  a  veteran  regiment, 
of  a  part  of  thofe  brave  and  hardy 
light  troops,  who  had  borne  fo  dif- 
tinguiihed  a  Ihare,  in  all  the  molt 
adive  and  dangerous  fervice  of  the  ' 
American  war. 

Upon  the  whole,  with  troops  of 
another  call  and  chaiadter,  even 
without  fuppofmg  them  to  be  by 
any  means  contemptible,  the  fitua- 
tion,  not  with  (landing  its  advantages^ 
would  have  been  found  more  thaa 
perilous.  The  critical  fituation  of 
the  fleet  and  army,  with  the  vafl 
importance  of  that  poft,  aod  of  the 
Careenage,  which  depended  on  it« 
cut  off,  however,  every  impuudcA 
of  raflmefs,  from  whatever  harard 
might  be  encountared  in  their  pre^^ 
fervation. 

The  effed  6f  thofe  judicxoue 
pofitions  which  had  been  taken  by 

the 
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the  Britifti  troops  on  their  firft 
landing,  became  now  fulJy  evi- 
dent to  both  armies.  Nor  was 
the  chagrin  and  difappoiiKment  of 
the  French  greater,  upon  the 
failure  of  their  attempt  to  gain 
the  C^ccnage  Bay,  than  it  was 
after  their  landing,  when  they 
difcovered  that  Sir  Henry  Cal- 
der's  brigade  were  in  pofTeflion  of 
the  mountains  on  the '  fouth  fide 
of  the 'Grand  Guide  Sac.  For 
the  bombarding  of  the  Britifh  fleet, 
from  ihofe  heights,  which  fo  effec- 
tually commanded  that  bay,  was 
the  firft  great  objeA  in  view  in 
their  landing;  which,  from  the 
ftrong  pofitions  taken  by  that  bri- 
gade, was  now  totally  unattainable, 
at  any  lefs  price,  than  that  of  a 
general  engagement  by  fea  and 
land;  an  iiTue  to  which  the  French 
were  not  yet  at  all  difpofed  to  bring 
matters* 

'  Upon  a  full  view  and  coniidera- 
tion  of  thofe  circuin (lances  whicJi 
we  have  Hated,  as  well  as  6f  others, 
the  French  commander^  determin- 
ed to  direft  ^heir  firll  effort  fepa- 
rately  againll  General  Meadows, 
and  to  attack  the  peninfula,  at  the 
iame  time,  by  land  and  fea.     For 

i8th  ^^^  ^^^  °^  ^^^^^  purpofes, 
'  about  5,000  of  their  beft 
troops  were  drawn  out,  and  ad- 
vanced in  three  columns  to  attack 
the  Britifh  lines,  which  were  drawn 
acrofs  the  iflhmus  that  joins  the 
peninfula  to  the  continent.  That 
on  the  right  was  led  by  the  Count 
D'Eflaing,  the  center  by  M.  dc 
Lovendahl,  and  the  left  column, 
by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  go- 
vernor of  Martinique.  The  remain- 
der of  their  troops  were  kept  difen- 
gaged»  to  watch  the  motions  of 
Prefcot's  brigade,  and  to  check  any 


attempt  they  might  make  to  fuccoof 
General  Meadows. 

On   the  near  approach    of   the 
columns,  they  were  enfiladed  with 
great    etfe6^,    by    thofe    batteries 
which  we  have    taken   notice   of^ 
on   the    fouth   of   the  bay.      fiuc 
Dotwithflanding    this    impediment, 
they  rufhed  on  to  the  charge,  with 
all  that  .iropetuofity  which  is  cba- 
radcrillic  of  their   nation.     They 
were  received  with  a  coolnefd,  ftca. 
dinefs,  and,  immoveable    firmneis, 
which  even  exceeded  the  exped^. 
tion    of    thofe     who    were     moft 
vcrfed    in    the    temper   and    cha- 
racter of  their  enemy.     The  French 
troops  were  fuffered  to  advance  fo 
clofe  to  -the   entrenchments,  with- 
out   oppofition,    that    the  /Britiih 
front  hne  fired  but  once,  and  then  • 
received  the  enemy  on  the  bayonet* 
That  fire,  had  of  courfe,  a  dread- 
ful   effect;    but   the  French,   not- 
wiihilanding,    fupported   the    con- 
Aid  with  great  refolutlon,  and  fuf- 
fered extremely  before   they  were 
entirely  repulfed.     It  is  faid,  that 
feventy  of  the  enemy  were  killed 
within  the  entrenchment  on  the  firft 
onfet. 

As  foon  as  they  had  recovered 
their  breath  and  order,  they  re- 
newed the  attack  with  the  iiatme  ea- 
gerneft  ^and  impetaoiity  as  before ; 
and  were  again  encountered  with 
the  fame  determined  refolution 
and  inflexible  obfBnacy.  Although 
they  had  fuffered  feverely  in  thefe 
two  attacks',  they  again  rallied, 
and  returned  to  the  charge  the 
third  time.  But  the  affair  was 
now  foon  decided.  They  were 
totally  broken,  and  oblieed  to  re- 
tire in  the  utmofl  diiorder  and 
confufion,  leaving  their  dead  and 
wounded  in  the  power  of  the  vic- 
tors* 
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toh.  They  were,  however,  in  con- 
feqoence  of  an  agreement  entered 
into,  aimed  immediately  after,  per- 
mitted to  bury  the  one,  and  to  carry 
off tbe  other ;  M.  de  Ellaing  having 
reodered  himfelf  accountable  for  the 
wounded  as  prifoners  of  war. 

The  diverfion  attempted  by  Tea 
prcdaced  fo  little  tffed,  as  not  to 
deferve  any  particular  notice.  No- 
thisg  could  exceed  the  difpofitions 
made  opon  this  occafion  by  General 
Meadows,  nor  furpafs  his  conduct 
in  any  of  its  parts.  He  was  wound- 
ed in  the  beginning  of  the  adlion  ; 
bat  could  neither  be  perfuaded  by 
his  fargeons  to  quit  the  field,  nor  to 
admit  of  their  afli (lance  in  it,  until 
ibetfdr  wa^  decided.  It  would  be 
ikeedlcfs  to  make  any  obfervation 
ipoo  tfae  behaviour  of  his  officers 
led  ttoQp$,  Where  all  were  brave, 
Hctie  Dotice  could  be  taken  of  in- 
dindnals.  Major  Harris,  who  com- 
nai^Eed  the  grenadiers,  and  Major 
£ir  James  Murray,  at  the  head  of 
ibe  light  infantry,  had,  from  their 
lOQaandf.  an  opportunity  of  being 
BWK  particularly  diftinguiflied.  It 
■void  Jeem  upon  the  whole,  as  if 
ikre  had  been  a  jealous  emulation 
li  danger  and  glory  between  the 
land  and  the  naval  departments, 
md  that  Fortune  had  taken  care  to 
Ibfc  the  palni  fo  equally,  that  the 
ctmiet  jhoald  flill  remain  unde- 
cided. 

The  hf%  fi^Oained  by  the  French, 
n^Je4  an/  thing  that  could 
kn  been  luppofed  or  apprehended, 
t^tbcT  from  the  nnmbers  engag- 
es, or  fratu  rhe  daration  of  the  ac- 
m  No  Itfs  than  400  men  were 
bid  DpoQ  the  (pot  ;  $00  were  fo 
dcTjaatcly  winded  as  to  be  rcn- 
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dered  incapable  of  fervice ;  and 
6co  more  were  (lightly  wounded  i 
the  whole  amounting  to  a  number 
coniiderably  fuperior  to  that  of  th«' 
enemy  whom  they  had  encountered* 
The  lofs  of  the  vidofs,  was  compa* 
ratively  as  fmall,  as  that  on  the  fide 
of  the  vanquifhed  was  great,  and 
beyond  ufual  example  ;  and  it  can- 
not but  excite  aftoniHiment,  that 
although  a  good  many  were  wound- 
ed, not  a  fingle  British  officer  (hould 
have  loft  his  life  in  fuch  an  a£lion. 

M.  D'Eftain^  continued,  in  a 
flate  of  feeming  irrefolution,  for  ten 
days  longer  on  the  ifland,  without 
forming  any  apparent  plan  for  its 
recovery,  or  making  the  fmalleft 
farther  attempt  by  fea  or  land,  not- 
withllanding  the  vaft  fuperiority  of 
his  marine  force ;  which  was  hourly 
increafed  (if  fuch  may  be  confider- 
cd  as  an  aid)  by  the  number  of 
French  and  American  privateers, 
which  flocked  from  all  quarters,  to 
partake  of  the  fpoil,  if  not  of  the^ 
glory  of  the  enterprize.  He,  how-* 
ever,  at  length,  found  himfelf  re« 
duced  to  the  neceffity  of  relinquifh- 
ing  a  contell,  which  had  proved  (b 
exceedingly  barren  both  of  profit 
and  honour.  He  accordingly  em^ 
barked  his  troops  on  the  night  of  the 
28th,  and  on  the  following  day,, 
abandoned  the  ifland  to  its  defliny. 
As  if  it  were  to  crown  the  climax 
of  his  mortifications,  he  was  not  yet 
out  of  fight,  when  the  Chevalier  de 
Micoud,  with  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants, offered  to  capitulate  ;  and  al- 
though ihey  were  now  totally  defcrt- 
cd,  and  left  folely  at  the  mercy  of 
the  vigors,  very  favourable  condi- 
tions were  granted  to  them. 
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itate  of  putUc  affairs  during  the  nce/s  of  parliamtnt^  Addnfs  and  pititfm 
from  the  city  of  London,  Militia  embodied^  Camfs  formed'^  Admiral 
Krppel  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  grand  feet  for  the  home  feri/tcc* 
Peculiar  Jituation  cf  that  commander.  Fleet  fails  from  St.  Hellenu 
Licorne,  French  frigate^  fiopt  and  detained.  Blameahle  conduS  of  the 
Captain,  in  firing  unexpeiiedlj  into  the  America  man  ofiuar,  Dejperati 
tngagemen*  het^een  the  Arethuja,  and  the  Belle  Poule,  frigates*  French 
fchoonery  hra'vely  taken  by  the  Alett  cutter.  Another  French  frigate  falls 
in  *with  the  fleet ;  and  is^  tuith  the  Licorne  and  fchooner^  brought  t9 
England,  Fleet  returns  to  Portfhiouth  for  a  reinforcement,  Renvards 
and  bounty  of  the  French  King,  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Belle  Poule. 
Admiral  Keppd fails  again  from  Portfmouth,  Falls  in  nvitb  the  French 
Jleet  under  the  Count  d^Orvi  liters  ;  and  after  a  chace  of  five  days^  brings 
them  at  length  to  aQion,  Account  of  the  engagement  on  the  I'jth  qfju{}\ 
Vie-uj  cf  thofe  circumftances  'which  'were  fuppcjed  to  hd've  prevented  that 
aciir.n  from  being  decifeve,  French  fleet  efcape  in  the  night,  and  ret m  a 
to  Brefl,  Prudent  and  temperate  conduct  obferved  by  the  Admiral,  Re^ 
turns  to  Plymouth  to  refit.  Proceeds  .again  to  fea,  but  cannot  meet  the 
French  fleet. 


FROM  thcfc  fcenes  of  diftant 
ho(lilicy>  it  is  time  we  flxould 
direfl  our  attention  nearer  home, 
and  take  a  view  of  thofe  immediate 
zneafures  purfued  by  Great  Britain, 
to  extricate  herfelf  from  the  difficul- 
ties of  that  new  J  fingular,  and  peri- 
lous iituation,  in  which  (he  had  fo 
unfortunately  been  involved.  A  ii- 
tuation,  indeed,  xnc?^  Angular  and 
perilous,  could  fcarcely  be  traced  ia 
hidory. 

Weakened  and  diftradled  Jpy  a 
domeftic  coDtcR,  which  equally  con- 
fumed  her  ilrength  and  refources ; 
in  which  vidlory  was  attended  with 
confequences,  ^iiat  were  always  of 
equivocal  advantage,  and-  defeats 
produced  the  whole  of  their  natural 
effcds ;  while  the  balance  of  fortune 
in  that  fingle  conteft  was  yet  fo 
doubtful,  that  the  inability  of  re- 
ducing her  revolted  colonios,  was 


held  out  as  an  oSenfible  and  fuf- 
ficient  caufe  for  confideriog  and 
treating  them  as  independent  and 
fovereign  dates;  in  the  midft  of 
this  critical  druggie,  we  fee  Great 
Britain  fuddenly  involved  in  a  new 
and  much  more  dangerous  war, 
4vithout  any  mitigation  of  the  old  j 
we  behold  her  engaged  with  her 
ancient  rival  and  hereditary  enemy  ; 
•  with  one  of  the  moil  mighty  and 
mod  warlike  powers  in  Europe, 
rendered  dill  more  dangerous  by 
his  vicinity;  and  in  this  doable 
warfare  with  old  friends  and  old 
enemies,  not  only  bereaved  of  her 
natural  drength,  but  a  great  part  of 
it  turned  againd  her,  die  is  left 
alone  to  endure  the  unequal  combat, 
abandoned  by  all  mankind,  and 
without  even  the  pretence  of  a 
friend,  or  the  name  of  an  ally  in  the 
world. 

Sisl 
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Such  was  the  onfortunate  Situa- 
tion, fuch  the  calamitous  pidlnrc, 
which  Great   Britain  exhibited  in 
tbe  year  1778.     So  aweful  a  cn- 
£1 ;  fo  perilous  a   Aate  of  public 
affain;   demanded   thofe   i'upreme 
degrees  of  wlfdom  in  counfel^  and 
of  efficacy  in  adion,  which  are  fo 
Udom    united    with    each   other, 
aid  which  are    ilill    more  rarely 
oaited   with    true    patriotifm.      If 
iodi  fituations  are  fometimes  blefl 
widi  the  extraordinary  good  for- 
tBoe,  of  calling  forth  great  talents 
irom  inertnefs  or  obfcurity,  it  much 
more  frequently  happens  that  they 
prodoce  a  totally  contrary  effect, 
for  the  vaftnefs  of  the  occafion  is 
too  liable  to  dazzle,  to  bevyilder, 
and  to  confoand,  that  uieful  me- 
diocrity   of  talents   and   abilities, 
which,  however  unequal  to  the  ii- 
loation,  is  exceedingly  well  calcu- 
lucd  for  the  common  condud  and 
porpofes  of  mankind. 

However  ic  was,  or  from  what- 
ever caufes  it  proceeded,  whetlier 
ftom  a  flodnation  or  difcordance 
of  opinions,  difagreemenc  in  tem- 
per and  views  among  the  minillers, 
whether  from  the  want  of  any  pre- 
vioDS  or  eftabUfhed  fyftem,  or  that 
the  flattering  ideas  of  fome  partial 
orgeneral  accommodation,  ftill  in- 
mend  with  and  counteraded  all 
modes   of  proceeding,  fo  it 
I9  that  fome  appearance  of  ir- 
and    indecifion,    which 
tt  that  critical  period  prevailed  in 
JbCMafeis  and  meafures  of  Great 
was  fo  palpable,  as  nei- 
10  cfeape  the   obfervations  of 
or  iff  enemies.     Notwith- 
_  itrpcsted  caufes  of  alapm, 
"IrtwieJ  tOK-bc  taken  by  furprize. 
,9t  bmmgm    of   the   court,  as 
1^^  £  cOttM  colled  itfelf,  was 
-/MliMiy  -firm  1    and  feeoned  in- 


fpired  by  a  fpirit  of  vigour  fuite4 
to  an  occafion  which  called  for 
efforts  of  an  extraordinary,  ktnd^ 
Ic  was  rather  even  the  tone  of  in- 
dignation and  vengeance,  than  mere 
conlUncy  and  refolution.  But  this 
fpirit  very  foon  evaporated ;  and 
nothing  was  talked  pf  in  a  war  of 
conqueil  and  vengeance  but  felf-de- 
fcncc. 

The  enemies  of  mini  dry  wcrt 
loud  on  this  occafion*  They  faid, 
that  by  this  timid  plan,  neither 
fuited  to  the  emergency,  nor  to 
the  language  held  upon  ic,  the 
opportunity  was  loft,  by  fume  fud- 
den,  great,  and  fignal  blow,  of 
reviving  our  ancient  name  and 
charader;  and  of  infpiring  that 
reverence  to  our  national  vigour 
and  military  prowefs,  which  it  was 
fo  ncccfTary  for  us  to  maintain  and 
eilabliih  with  other  nations,  whe- 
ther friendly  or  inimical,  at  the 
outfetoffuch  a  war. 

It  was  fuppofed,  that  a  double 
fcheme  of  partial  accommodation, 
the  one  part  avowed,  and  the  other 
fecret.  and  founded  upon  fyilems 
diredly  oppolite,  was  about  that 
period  prevalent,  and  had  no  fmall 
ihare  in  influencing  the  condud  of 
public  affairs.  The  firfl  part:  of 
this  fcheme  was  founded  on  the 
idea  of  detaching  America,  through 
the  intervention  of  the  Commif- 
fioners,  from  the  alliance  with 
France.  Nothing  could  poflibly 
have  been  more  effcntial  to  the 
intereils,  the  reputation,  and  to 
the  grandeur  of  Great  Britaio, 
than  the  fuccefs  of  thii  roeaiure. 
France  would  then  have  been  loft 
to  encounter  all  her  force  aloiie« 
which,  if  properly  diredcd,  fiic 
wat  yet  by  no  means  capable  of  en- 
during. 

The  event  of  that  part  of  the 
[D]  a  ichemt 


? 
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'c  letne  wc  Have  already  feen.  The 
^cood,  was  that  of  detaching 
France  from  America;  and  con - 
fcquctiily  leaving  the  Utter  ex- 
pofcd  to  that  re  fen  t  men  t,  which, 
fn  the  other  inftancc,  would  have 
been  dxreflcd  againll  ihe  firrt.  Al- 
though this  part  of  the  fchcme, 
even   fuppofing   it  capable  of  fuc- 


and  views,  and  of  openly  bindingf 
herfelf  in  the  face  of  the  world  tor, 
the  performance  and  fupport  of 
thofc  treaties  which  fhe  had  coo* 
eluded  with  the  Americans,  it  was 
then  not  only  evident  that  ihe  hai 
gone  too  far  to  recede,  but  that  (he 
had  alto  chofen  her  ground,  and 
was  fully  difpofed  and  determined 


ceCs,  could    not    (land    in  any  de-    to  abide  the  confequences.     So  that 
gres    of    real    comparative   value    every  hope  founded  upon  her  change 


with  the  former,  yet  it  held  out 
certain  flattering  ideas,  which 
niight  even  render  it,  in  iome 
degree,  a  favourite,  for  the  de- 
rcliclion  of  America  by  France, 
would  have  left  the  former  open, 
and  now  totally  .hopelcfs,   to  that 


of  fyilem,  feemcd  little  better  thia 
vifionary. 

There  were  fome  (krong  indi- 
cations, that  a  third,  and  more 
comprehenfive  fcheme  of  pacifica- 
tion than  either  of  the  foregoing. 
was  at  one  time  in  agitation.     This 


complete  and  final  fubjugation,  or    was  no  lefs,  than  the  conclafion  of 
unconditional      fubmiflion,    which    an   immediate'  peace  and   alliance 


had  fo  long  been  the  great  objeft 
of  court  and  miniikrs.  But  this 
fchcme  feemed  from  the  beginning 
hopelefs,  though  it  for  a  while  en- 
tertained the  imaginations  of  many. 
Great  Britain  had  no  bribe  of  (uf- 
ficcnt  magnitude  to  purchafe  from 
France  this  derelii^tion  of  her  ob- 
jcrt.  If  fuch  could  have  been  of- 
fered, and  offered  with  efFeA  it 
muft  have  been  before  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  treaty :  but  the  treaty 
was  concluded. 


with  the  Colonies,  under  the  ac- 
knowledgement of  that  independ- 
ence, which  it  was  laid  down  as 
a  principle,  they  had  already  yr- 
tually  and  irretrieveably  obtained, 
and  thereby  cutting  off  at  one 
ilroke,  every  caufe  of  war,  and 
of  difpute  with  America.  In  that 
cafe,  if  a  plan  of  prudence,  not 
very  glorious,  had  been  purfued, 
there  was  an  end  of  the  quarrel  both 
with  America  and  France.  If  the 
redudion  and  punifhment  of  Franco 


Every    part  of  the   condufl  of   was  the  object,  the  war  againft  her 


France  from  the  commencement 
of  the  American  troubles,  cither 
tended  diredtly,  or  but  ill  difguifcd 
her  defign,  to  bring  matters  to  the 


might  be  purfued  with  undiflipated 
force.  On  the  very  day  of  the  de- 
livery of  the  French  refcript,  a  pa- 
per to  that  purpofe,  written  by  aa 


prefent  crifis.     To   the  period  of   old  and  ftrong  advocate  for  the  A 

that   treaty,   however,   her   policy  '  '*         '        • 

lay   open  to  the  influence   of  cir- 

cumllances,  and  her  condu£l  was, 

and  undoubsedly  would  have  been 

in  any  cafe,   governed    by   them. 

Bat  when  once  flie  hud  taken  the 

decided    and    dangerous    part,  of 

jfublicl/   avowi»%2.   her  f^numcnts 


merican  war,  was  delivered  at  the 
doors  of  the  two  Houfes. 

U  this  fchcme  ever  had  any 
fubliantial  being  in  the  miniftry« 
it  was,  however,  but  of  (hort  du- 
ration ;  and  was  fo  f^r  from  being 
brought  forward,  or  any  more! 
heard  of  in  that  quarter>  that  when 

pro* 
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I  Millar   nature, 

dc  by  the  op- 

jI'cs  of  Pailia- 

V  ldp::ortcd,  on 

1  expedience  and 

J  re  vkicnily  op- 

•Jingly  o*'er-ruled 

:merly  fcen)  by  the 

n  variety  of  opinions, 

:.>    the    means  nr  a^- 

,   the   granu  queiiitins 

1  war,  and   ihr  m'.<de 

.  g  the  latter,  n:ay  pro- 

■'iri bated  thoi'e  appear- 

.wCtuaiion,  and  inueciiion, 

-t    that    period,   v. ere    \o 

-•id  repeatedly  chaig^fd,  as 

:raderiftic    marKs    ol    ciir 

.!:>  and   Beafures.      And    co 

■  liufes  muft  be  attributed,  the 

LiioQ  of  the  report,   of  a  re- 

::ch  faid  to  be  thrown  out  by  the 

each  ninifter,  at   the   momcrit 

bis  departnre    from   London, 

e*  **  That  the  Britifh  counltls 

wpcfo  lotalJT  nndetermineJ  and 

-:,;,.     V .    r        Atter,  w::e- 

ihtt  oJ  pubii;:  or    p;iv^;e  con- 

'^t  Uat  he  never  could  get  a 

aiif«^r   from    the   mi- 

I,  upon  aoy  bonnefs,  uiie- 

r  ol  fma^B,  or  of  the  highell 

On     the    very    day 

L*3*  tint    tbe    French    re- 

feript    Had   been    de- 

[m  tbe  Secretary  of  State, 

sod   petitioa  from  the 

fftdmidomf  prafieg  for  the 

>  «f  &ch  mcafarei  as  would 

t  tiic  rcftOrarioD  of  in- 

r.  lead  xo  rcfcup  pub- 

£901    mm^c   and    :ci- 

ft^tneii;*   and   cb- 

,  ao4  fe^ire,  the  re- 

of  the  peo'jle, 

I  to  Mm  m^j^ty.    Z'Lii 


IP***lf- 


piece,  v^hich  was  of  unufu^I  length, 
and  a  nntlcrty  cotr.pciic^on  in 
point  of  uritinp,  contaiiicd,  in 
ike  mod  qu'iliii^J  langjage,  and 
the  mull  ^uarJed  and  rcfpeflfui 
termi,  a  I'ciiesof  the  fcvcre :i  ob- 
fervations  ar.d  CLnfures,  on  (uiiat 
they  ternifcu)  liiolV  fata!  ccur.:eU, 
and  that  cr.nducl  c*^"  pu'^lic  afra'r* 
and  meafure?.  w.iich  cq-i-sly  wM- 
l-adi-.?  ar.d  deciivirig  im:  rrir.ce 
ana  in-:  iv^pie,  Jed  lo  the  p:ti"ci:c 
dai.^efous  add  urihappy  crilis, 
Alon^  vii:h  a  rec:.^:tulati'Mi  of 
the  lofTes,  miiV  r:ur.ci,  ar.d  r:'.*- 
p,races  or  the  wi,-,  wi:h  a'ltr.kn^ 
picture  of  ths  i.riuus  calamines 
ahu  iaiieric^,  vvid..  .^  :r.*r'/  a::ri. 
bute  to  thit  public  cond.ct  ihey  lo 
Itrongly  coniien:',  they  by  r.o 
means  forget  to  take  notice,  how 
repeatedly  they  had  deprecated, 
and  how  trcly  foreboded,  in  their 
former  applications  to  the  throne, 
(and  in  cORca-rcr-c*  with  the  fcnlj 
of  many  o'hcr  reiptctabic  public 
bocies,  anc  of  rv.r.y  of  the  vn^td 
and  hzii  of  his  Majcily's  fjbjccts) 
the  picfcnt  evils  and  dangers,  as 
v.ell  as  in-fe  greaicr  to  uhich  the 
nation  ii  flill  .idljle,  as  cne  inevi- 
tah!e  CDnfcquircccs  of  the  meafure* 
wbich  were  pa rTavd  ;  neither  did 
they  pa-i  withou:  no:ice  the  inej?.- 
cacy  cf  their  former  applicatic.ns, 
and  the  anl'wers  which  had  bttn 
given  to  their  addrcfTf  s  and  re.T.oi;- 
(lra*;ces  upon  p-li'ic  i!f:.i:s. 
^  Amcng  oti.cr  ;:t!i-.icil  o^ftrva- 
tions,  a.i  iiTiplyir.s"  o*  chir^ir.? 
neglect  cr  ir.::. ..-..*_::  on  :.  e  fide 
of  go^crnrae  .:,  tr.uv  j-ariicLlarly 
noticed  i.i  ::.u  prcTe-.t  ir.-:.  '  cc, 
tiia:  there  .*i:  i  •>  jpreiir. ■.".-.•  of 
o-r  havir.g  rorsr.ei  a-y  ii.ar.ce 
I'.iih  :;ny  o?'  tl.e  w.r.zt  trea:  r'/.vers 
of  t-rcpe,  in  c:-cr  to  covcj^  u» 
frOiT.  :r.e  comcliCtoicd  p& 


H^ 
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nifeftly  imminent  over  this  nation, 
at  a  time  when  there;  was  but  too 
xnuch  reafon  to  apprehend,  that 
alliances  of  the  moil  dangerous  kind 
were  formed  againil  us. 

The  ani'wer,  which  was  longer 
than  ufualj  feemcd  alio  to  indicate 
a  greater  attention,  both  to  the 
fubjedt  of  the  addrefs,  and  to  the 
body  whofe  a£l  it  was,  than- had 
been  always  roanifiilcd  uion  fi> ' 
xnilar  occafions.  It  comprehended 
in  fubftance,  that,  although  it  could 
not  be  allowed,  that  the  force  and 
refourccs  of  the  Hate,  had  been  un- 
wifcly  and  improvidcntly  exerted, 
when  the  object  was  the  main- 
tenance of  that  conilitutional  fub* 
ordination  which  ought  to  prevail 
through  its  fever al  parts  ;  yet,  the 
calamities  jnfeparable  from  a  Itate 
of  war  had  been  conflantly  la- 
jnented  ;  and,  an  alTurance  was 
given,  that  his  Majefty  would  moll 
earnelUy  give  all  the  cfHcacy  in  his 
power,  to  thofe  meafures  which 
the  legiflature  had  adopted,  for 
the  purpofe  of  refloring,  by  a  hap- 
py and  permanent  conciliation, 
all  the  bleUitigs  and  advantages  of 
peace. 

Whatever  hopes  or  motives  ope- 
rated towards  a  temporizing  con- 
duct on  the  fide  of  England,  it 
Was  foon  pc-ceivablc,  that  no  finii- 
lar  caufes  influenced  that '  f  France. 
No  Iboner  was  the  account  con- 
veyed with  unui'ual  dit'patch  to  that 
coorc,  of  the  immediate  tfTc'cls, 
which  the  delivery  of  the  refcripc 
from  their  miniflt^r  fcemtd  to  have 
produced   in  London,  than  orders 

•h/r      I     o  u    were  inftantly    iflued 

March  i8th.  ^      .u     r  •     ^r  «ii 

for  the  feizure  of  all 

thofe    Britiib    vciTels,    which   were 

found  in  any  of  the  French  ports. 

This   example  was  followed   by  a 

^uxiil^r  pidcr    in  ^  Grea(  Britaip^ 


But  thefe  meafures  produced  »•■ 
grtrat  tftedl  on  the  one  iide  or  tho 
ether,  as  there  were  few  ihips  ia 
the  pcrts  of  either. 

The  order  tor  the  feizure  of  the 
Briti(h  velTels,  was.  in  three  days 
followed  by  another  mcafure  flill 
more  decifive,  and  which  feemed 
as  if  it  were  intended  by  France, 
to  affix  fuch  a  feal  to  her  late  de- 
claration, as  would  not  only  cod« 
vince  her  new  allies  of  her  fince- 
rity,  but  put  it  out  of  her  own 
power  to  retradl  from  her  engage- 
ments with  them.  This  was  the 
public  audience  and  reception  givea 
to  the  three  American  deputies, 
Dr,  Franklyn,  Silas  Deane,  and 
Arthur  Lee,  as  ambafradcrs  from 
the  Unit(id  States,  by  the  French 
monarch.  The  deputies  were  » 
introduced  by  M.  dc  Vergen-^  * 
nes,  and  received  by  the  king, 
with  the  ufual  formalities  and  ce- 
remonials, which  the  etiquette  of 
courts  has  eftabliihed  en  the  in-* 
trodudlion  of  miniHers  from  fove« 
reign  dates.  A  great  and  (Iriking 
event,  as  any  which  has  been  knowa 
in  the  latter  ages.  Nothing  could 
be  defired  more  mortifying  to  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

Certain  appearances  were,  how^ 
ever,  rtill  to  be  preiervcd  by  France 
as  well  as  by  England ;  and  the 
King's  ordinance,  affording  new 
and  extraordinary  advantages  to 
the  captors  of  prizes,  as  an  en- 
goni^gement  and  fpur  to  the  vigour 
of  the  marine  fervlce,  although  it 
was  figned  on  the  28th  of  March, 
was  kept  dormant,  without  publi- 
cation or  efiedl,  until  the  beginning 
of  July. 

To  complete  the  defeniire  plan^ 
which  was  declared  to  be  only  pre. 
liminary  to  one  more  efFedual,  to 
t>e  taken  op  in  due  timcj  in  £ng« 

land. 
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land,  the  militia  were  immediately 
called  oat  and  embodied,  apon  the 
rifiDg  of  parliament  ;  and  being 
joined  by  the  regular  forces,*  the 
Bamben  of  the  one  being  appor- 
tioned in  fome  degree  to  that  of 
the  odier^  camps  were  formed  at 
Wincbefter,  Salifbury,  St.  £d- 
nvttd's-biiry  in  Suffolk,  Warlev 
Common  in  EiTex,  and  Coxheath 
in  Kent.  Bat  the  eyes  and  the 
confidence  of  the  nation,  were 
tnmed,  as  nfaal,  towards  that  na- 
val force,  which  had  fo  long  been 
ibeobjed  of  its  pride  and  hope. 

This  hope  and  confidence  were 
fiill  ^ther  increafed,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  diftingniOied,  and 
exceedingly  popular  admiral,  in  the 
iigkeft  eftecm  with  his  own  prol^f- 
fioQ,  as  well  as  the  public,  to  the 
command  of»  what  was  called,  the 
grand  fleet  at  Portfmouth.  It  hap- 
pened, however^  moft  unhappily, 
(hat  at  this  critical  feafon  of  national 
danger,  oor  navy  was  not  altogether 
apable  of  fupporting  the  expedla- 
tions  which  were  formed.  Some 
time  elapfed  before  any  con  fid er- 
ible  force  could  be  got  together. 

We  have  for  fome  years  pa  ft 
fan,  that  complaints  on  this  fub- 
jeft»  and  enqniries  into  the  ftate 
of  the  navy,  have  been  repeatedly 
intiodaced  and  propofed  in  parlia- 
that  dite6k  charges  as  to 
'  of  h6i,  of  the  otmoft  im- 
have  been  frequently 
■adeand  ftrongly  fupported  ;  that 
Me  charges^  have  been  no  Icfs 
Jboiriy  and  confidently  denied  ; 
fMmlall  piropofiticiis,  which  led 
^  fir  i'lica  and  effedual  invefti- 
fite  of  cbe  fiibje6l»  have  been 
^^nilf  rcjeded  by  prodigioos 
^Vrido,  ail  iniproper  and  impo- 
ilKii  Mr  eira  nature. 
,l|ttfwritj  charged  the  mi- 


nifters,  on  the  prerentoccafion>  with 
having  entertained  the  King  with 
the  vain  pageantry  of  a  naval  re- 
view, and  having  for  this  purpofe 
kept  the  navy  from  more  rational 
fervicc  in  America,  in  order  to  im-» 
pofe  on  the  fovereign,  and  to  hide 
from  his  eyes  their  negled  of  his 
mod  efTcntial  forces.  Such  means  of 
gratifying  royal  or  popular  curiofuy 
in  the  fair  weather  of  peace,  may 
well  fervc  to  hide  defeds,  and  to 
conceal  weakncfs  ;  bat  the  rough 
feafon  and  fearchin^j  hand  of  war, 
will  foon  tear  off  the  painted  cover- 
ing, and  expofe  the  deception. 

Admiral  Kcppel  was  dcftined  to 
the  command  of  that  fleet,  to 
which  was  committed  the  defence 
of  this  ifland,  the  proteflion  of 
the  homeward  -  bound  trade,  and 
the  prefervation-of  the  dignity  and 
honour  of  the  Britifli  flag  in  the 
adjoining  feas.  He  arrived-  at 
Portfmouth  to  take  upon  him  the 
command,  in  a  few  days  after  the 
delivery  of  the  French  refcript. 
It  now  appears,  from  evidence 
which  cannot  be  controverted,  and 
which  notbij)g  Icfs  than  the  ex- 
traordinary events  that  followed 
could  have  brought  forward,  that 
he  found  matters  in  a  very  diiFerenC 
fiate,  as  well  from  the  opinion 
which  had  been  generally  circu- 
lated, as  from  what  he  had  him- 
felf  been  taught  t>  evped.  He 
affertcd  on  his  trial,  and  it  was 
not  contradided,  that  infle;id  of  a 
flrong  and  well  appointed  fleet, 
capable  of  undertaking  the  great 
obje^Js  of  fervicc  laid  before  him, 
he  tken  diCcovered  to  his  aflonifh- 
ment,  that  there  were  only  fix 
fail  of  the  line,  which  were  in  an/ 
degree  of  condition  for  immediate 
fervice;  and  that  the  paucity  or 
condition  of  men  or  Ihips  was  not 

ID]  ^  mac^ 
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more  aUrming,  than  the  deficiency    expreifed  by  an  eminent  fflembai* 


-gf  all  kinds  of  naval  ftores  was  la. 
mentable.  The  mimfiers  have 
fince  aiTerted,  that  there  were  many 
(hips  in  conditioni  and  fufficient 
to  form  a  firong  fquadron  ;  bat 
they  were  at  that  time  difperfed 
on  various  fervices ;  and  coald  not 
be  colleded  together  fo  foon  as 
they  wi(hed«  though  early  enough 
for  afe.  Whatever  merit  might 
have  been  in  this  matter,  the  ad 


of  parliament*  '*  that  all  defcrip* 
*'  tions  of  men  feemed  pleafcd 
<*  with  the  choice,  and  to  feci 
<'  their  own  fecurity  indaded  iia 
''  his  appointment." 

^  However  flattering  thefe  cir. 
cumftances  might  be,  his  taking 
fuch  a  command^  was  not  withouc 
its  difficulties,  and  afforded  much 
room  for  ferioas  refledion.  It  ia 
indeed  highly   flattering   to»    and 


jniral,  accommodating  himfelf  to  one  of  thofe  meeds  of  virtue  and 
the  adual  (late  of  affairs,  and  to  ability,  which  perhaps  affords  the 
the  nectifity  of   the    time,   a^d    mod    poignant  gratification,   that 


%vith  fuch  prudence,  caution,  and 
^ifcretion,  as  fully  prevented  that 
Jncreafe  of  the  public  alarm  and 
apprehenflon,  which  a  difplay  of 
tnefe  circumffances  muff  neceffarily 
bave  occafioned.  Without  nolfe, 
and  without  complaint,  he  urged 
bis  private  applications  to  the  Ad- 
miralty with  fuch  alliduity  and  ef- 
fc€t,  that  a  new  fpirit,  and  unufual 


however  they  may  be  negleAed 
and  laid  by,  in  the  halcyon  days 
of  quiet  and  fecurity,  they  mull 
be  fought  to  with  reverence,  and 
palled  into  action  with  honour,  in 
the  feafbns  of  trouble  and  peril* 
But  the  Admiral  had,  upon  this; 
occaflon,  a  great  deal  to  rifque, 
and  he  ^xpeAed  nothing.  His 
circumffances  were  not  fuch  as  to 


degree  of  vigour,  were   fuddenly  prompt  him  to  feck  for  new  perils, 

feen  to  pervade  the  naval  depart-  and  his  time  of  life,  and  ftate  of 

ment;  and  fuch  induftry  was  ufed  health,  naturally  led  to  a  deiire  of 

in  preparation,  that  by  the  middle  eafe,  rather  than  to  the  ^tigues, 

of  June,  he  was  enabled  to  take  the  hardfliips,  and  difficulties,  not  only 

feas,  Ivith  a  fleet  of  Wenty  fail  of  of  an  a^ive  employment,  but  of  a 

the  line,  and  a  promife  of  ipeedy  moft  critical   fervice.    The  well-i 

and  effectual  reinforcement.  earned  glory  acquired  in  forty  years 

In  this  anxious  fituation  of  af-  fervice,  was  now  to  be  flaked  upon 

fairs,  and  in  fuch  imperfedl  pre-  a  fingle  caff,  and  could  receive  nq 

paration,  great  reliance  was  placed  great  addition  from  winning.    And 

%y    the    public,   in   the  acknow«  it  could  not  be  without  much  re- 

ledged  naval  abilities  and  (kill  of  ludtance,  that  a  fltuation  in  life, 

^  cpmmanderi  the  fettled  fame  of  which  it  would   be  fo  extremely 

whofe  cool   and   determined  cou-  difficult    in    any  refpedl  to  have 


rage,  might  make  him  dare  to  be 
prudent.  He  had  been  concerned 
^n  many  of  tbe  moff  jfplendid  fer- 
vices of  the  late  war,  and  flood 
particularly  high  in  the  effima- 
cian  of  Lord  Anfon  and  Lord 
Hawke.  In  the  navy  he  was  in  a 
IKianiier  adored.    I(  was  firoogly 


mended,  fiiould  be  committed  to 
any  new  hazard.  This  isp  with 
few  additions,  his  own  natural 
and  affeding  way  of  j^ating  bi^ 
^tuation. ' 

His  political  fituation  increafed 

all  thefe  difficulties,  and  evidently 

rendtred  the  meafore  extremely  ha- 

zardoust 
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Wiioos.    Every    officer  who   has 
ever  been  entruftcd  with  a    great 
asd  important  coininand«  muft  ex- 
pcrimeotally  know»  how  much  his 
fiKcefs  and  his  fame  depends,  opoa 
the  fapport  which  he  .has  at  home, 
lo  this  fapport  is  to  be  included , 
the  countenance  of  thofe  minifters, 
who  are  in  eflfed  his  employers,  as 
well  as    the   meafnre    of   fupply 
which  they  mete  out  for  tlie  iup- 
port  of  bis  fervice,     Oppofition  in 
parliament,  and  a  difference  of  opi- 
aiott  in  political  matters,  have,  in 
&rmer  times  as  well  as  the  prefcnt, 
been  alledged  as  a  caufe  of  the  op- 
preffioo  of  officers  in  military  com* 
maods.     "I   go  to  ferve  again  (I 
•*  your  enemies,"   faid  Villars  to 
Looii  the   XlVth,   •'  but  I  leave 
^'  mine  in  your  clofet.*'  Minillers, 
oa  the  other  hand,  are  apt  to  ac- 
cnie  them  of  failure   in    duty,  on 
account  of  difafFeftion  to  the  power 
of  perfons   i^hom    they   hate.      Jt 
is  however  certain,    that    in    the 
latter  cafe,  this  mifconda£t  can  fel- 
flom  happen,   without  being  ycry 
evident  to  the  difcerning  eyes  of 
^r  own  profeifion.     But  in  the 
ibrmer,  the   charader   of  a  com- 
aaoder  may    be  whifpered  away, 
'without  any    dired   charge    being 

[1^  againft  his  conduct,  or  any 
avowed  cenfure  from  thofe,  under 
whde  aufpicci  and  inftmdlions  he 
kdaacd. 
In  confequence,  however,  of  a 
tDfil  meflagcp  which  came  through 
^  &rft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
d^^  01  if  a)  K«:ppel  attended  in  the 
tkier,  to  receive  the  commands  of 


Wi  Jbverci^a. 
itk  bii  own 

i^ii)  hi* 


And  althopgh   (to 

cxpreiiions  upon    his 

forty    years  endeavours 

Kie  not  midced  by  the  pofFeffion 

fffiny  one  Uvour  from  the  crown, 

fif  '\tt  confidence   in 


time  of  danger,  he  could  not  think 
it  right  to  decline  the  fervice  of  his 
country.  And  this  the  more  efpe* 
cially,  as  the  nation  was  repre- 
fented  to  him,  by  thofe  who  had 
a  right  to  be  the  bell  acquainted 
with  its  condition,  to  be  in  no 
very  fccure  ft  ate.  In  that,  and 
other  fubfeqnent  royal  audiences, 
he  delivered  his  opinions  with  that 
plainnefs  and  opennefs,  which  were 
equally  fuited  to  his  natural,  and 
incidenul  to  his  profeflional  cha- 
radier.  He  particularly  took  the 
freedom  of  obferving,  that  ho 
fervcd  in  obedience  to  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  commands ;  that  he  was 
unacquainted  with  his  ininifters,  as 
miniiters;  and  that  he  took  the 
command  as  it  was,  without  making 
any  difficulty,  and  without  afking 
a  fingle  favour;  trufting  only  to 
his  Majclly's  good  intentions,  and 
to  his  gracious  fupport  and  pto^ 
tedion. 

Nor   were  appearances   lefs  fa- 
vourable on    the   fide  of  the  mi- 
nillers.     The   bufinefs    had    been 
fixteen  months  in    contemplation, 
the  firll  propofal  having  been  made 
in    confeqoence   of   the    alarming 
afpedl    which  the  ftate  of    public 
affairs  exhibited,  in  the  month  of 
November  1776;  the  notice  of  his 
appointment,    upon    the    decifive 
part  at  length  taken  by   France, 
was     conveyed     to     the    admiral, 
through  the  chief  minifler  of  the 
marine,  with  every  appearance  of 
concurrence  and  approbation  ;  and 
the  bearer  of  this    meflage,   who 
feeemed  (o  feel  no  fmall  degree  of 
pleafure   in  the  appointment,  (al- 
though he  afterwards    became  hit 
acculier)  was   his  particular  friend 
and  intimate  acquaintance  of  very 
long  Handing.      This  gentleman, 
who  was  vice-admiral  ot  the  blue» 
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and  likewife  a  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty, was  to  fcrve  in  Mr.  Kep- 
pel's  fleet,  as  third  in  command. 
it  woald  be  needlefs  to  dwell  upon 
the  weil-foanded  fatisfadlion  and 
confidencej  which  the  alTiilance  of 
officers,  (landing  in  fuch  a  degree 
^  of  intimacy  and  friendlhip,  mull 
afford  to  a  commander  in  diief. 
It  feems  to  meet,  fo  far  as  it  goes, 
that  firft  wi(h  of  every  general,  to 
have  the  choice  of  thofe  oHicers  on 
whom  he  mud  principally  confide. 
And  on  whofe  condudl,  his  repu- 
tation and  fuccefs  muil  fo  much 
depend. 

With  the  force  we  have  men- 
tioned, the  greated  national  trull 
that  could  be  repofed,  and  uali- 
mited  difcrecionary  powers,  the  ad- 
'1  -  »!.  niiral  failed  from  St. 
jane. 13th,  ^^i^^^^^    Thetruftwas 

^77^*  indeed  great,  for  the 
ilate  of  public  affairs  was  exceed- 
ingly critical.  It  was  well  known 
that  France  had  a  ftrong  fleet  at 
Bred,  and  in  fuch  a  Hate  of  pre- 
paration, as  fufficiently  indicated 
fome  immediate  and  important 
deftgo.  Our  great  commercial 
fleets,  loaded  with  that  wealth, 
which  could  alone  enable  us  to 
encounter  fuch  formidable  enemies, 
and  to  fupporc  fo  complicated 
and  extenfive  a  war,  were  on  their 
%vay  home  from  different  quarters 
of  the  globe.  To  the  protedlion 
of  the  commerce  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, was  to  be  added  the  de- 
fence of  her  extenfive  coafts,  the 
fecurity  of  her  vaft  capital,  and  the 
prefervation  of  thofe  invaluable 
refervoirs  of  her  naval  power,  in 
which  were  equally  included  her 
prefent  flrength,  and  her  future 
hope.  All.thefe  immenfc  objefls, 
were  committed  to  the  defence  of 
twenty  (hips. 


The  fleet  had  fcarcely  arrived  tC 
its  ilation  in  the  B.'.y  of  Bifcay» 
when  an  occafion  clfcrrd  to  fliew»- 
that  great  difcrctionary  powers  are 
liable  to  much  perfonal  rifque,  nn* 
lefs  the  mcfl  cordial  fupport  is  af- 
forded, by  thofe  in  the  adminiftra^- 
tion  of  public  affiairs,  to  the  per- 
fon  on  whom  thefc  powers  is  de- 
legated. Two  French  frigates, 
with  two  fnialler  veflcls,  appeared 
in  fight,  and  were  evidently  taking 
a  furvcy  of  the  fleet.  The  ad- 
miral's fltuation  was  nice  and  dif- 
ficult. War  had  not  been  de- 
clared, nor  even  reprifals  ordered. 
It  was,  however,  neccfiary  to  flop 
thefc  frig:ites,  as  well  to  obtain 
intelligence,  as  to  prevent  its  being 
conveyed.  Indeed  it  feemed  a  mat- 
ter of  indifpenfible  neceflity,  not 
to  mifs  the  opportunity  of  acquiring 
fome  knowledge  of  the  flate,  fita-  • 
ation,  and  views  of  the  enemy. 
But  that  flufluation  of  counfels, 
which,  as  we  have  dated,  feemed 
to  prevail  at  that  time,  joined  to 
the  peculiar  circum/lances  of  the  ad- 
mirals political  fituation,  feemed, 
all  together,  to  render  any  flrong 
meafure  exceedingly  hazardous.  He 
might  have  been  difavowed  ,  and  a  • 
war  with  France  might  be  charged 
to  his  rafhnefs,  or  to  the  viewf 
and  principles  of  his  party.  la 
this  dilemma,  the  admiral  deter- 
n?ined  to  purfuc  that  line  of  con- 
dodl  which  he  deemed  right,  and 
to  abide  the  confequences.  The 
fubfequent  behaviour  of  the  French 
frigates,  feemed  calculated  to  af- 
ford a  juflification  for  any  mea-r 
fure  of  violence  he  could  have  pur- 
fued. 

A  general  fignal  for     •  ^, 

chacing   being  made.     J""« '7th. 

the  Milford  frigate  got  in  the  evea- 
inj;  along-fide  of  the  Licorne  of  31 

guns. 
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fus,  and  in  the  mod  obliging 
tenDSt  required*  or  rather  requeited> 
tke  French  captain  to  come  under 
tke  admirars  ilern ;  this  was  re- 
fafed,  but  opon  the  coming  up  of 
1  fliipof  the  line>  and  her  firing  a 
gan,  the  Frenchman  flood  to  her, 
aod  was  brought  into  the  fleet. 
Tiie  admiral  (tnt  a  meOage  to  lee- 
ward, that  every  civility  (hould  be 
CxprelTed  to  the  French  captain, 
aod  alfe  information  given,  that  he 
woald  fee  him  as  loon  as  they  could 
come  up  in  the  morning ;  the  veHels 
who  had  him  in  charge,  recelvedt^ 
orderi  to  attend  to  him  through  the 
night,  and  to  bring  him  up  without 
aoleftation. 

In  the  morning,  an  unexpected 
Dorement  made  by  the  French  fri- 
gate, cccafioned  one  of  the  convoy 
to  £re  a  (hot  acroTs  her  way,  as  a 
iignal  for  keeping  her  couri'e,  when, 
to  the  aftoniibment  of  the  admiral 
tnd  the  whole  fleet,  (he  fuddenly 
poured  her  whole  broadiide,  accom- 
pioied  with  a  general  difcharge  of 
wrnofquetry,  into  the  America  of 
74  Kons,  at  the  vtry  inftant  that 
I«ord  Longford  her  commander  was 
tandiBg  upon  the  gunwale,  and 
piking  in  terms  of  the  utmofl  po- 
liteoeis  to  the  French  captain.  The 
£^gate  inftaotly  ilruck  her  colours 
tt  fixHi  as  (he  had  difcharged  her 
bt.  Several  of  the  (hot  flruck  the 
Aaerica;  and  it  feemed  little  lefs 
tltta  a  miracle,  confidering  the 
cUnefs  of  the  (hips  and  the  un- 
Afefiiag  ftate  of  the  crew,  that 
Wf  Aor  of  her  people  were 
*NifaL  Although  this  behaviour 
Mriled  the  fevereli  return ;  and 
ihl  a  broidfide,  which  would  pro- 
UlylitTelcDt  her  to  the  bottom, 
M  iktt  iaupediately  to  be  ex- 
fiMy  yec^  Uie  noble  commander 
if  At  Att^jctj  with  a  magnani- 


mity,    humanity,     and    admirabl 
command  of  temper,  which  reflefk 
the  highefl  honour  on  his  charadter, 
did  not  return  a  fingle  (hot. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  other 
French  frigate,  called  La  Belle 
Poule,  which  was  of  great  force, 
and  heavy  metal,  with  a  fchooner 
of  lo  guns  in  company,  wereclofely 
purfued  by  the  Arethafa  frigate. 
Captain  Mar(hal,  and  the  Alerc 
cutter,  until  they  got  out  of  fight  of 
the  fleet.  The  Arcthufa  having  at 
lenj:t1i  got  up  with  her  chafe,  re- 
queued the  French  captain  to  bring 
to,  and  acquainted  him  with  the 
orders  of  bringing  him  to  the  ad- 
miral. A  compliance  with  thefe 
requifitions  being  peremptorily  re- 
fufcd  by  the  French  officer,  Captain 
Marlhal  fired  a  (hot  acrofs  the  Belle 
Poqle,  which  (he  inflantly  returned, 
by  pouring  her  whole  broadfide  into 
the  Arethufa,  then  very  clofe  along 
(ide. 

A  defpcrate  engagement  enfued, 
and  was  continued  with  umifgal 
warmth  and  animofity  for  above 
two  hours  ;  each  ftde  vying  with 
the  utmofl  degree  of  national  emu- 
lation to  obtain  the  palm  of  vidory, 
in  this  firil  adion  and  opening  of 
a  new  war.  The  French  frigate 
was  much  fuperior  in  weight  of 
metal  and  namber  of  men  ;  nor 
could  (he  at  all  have  fpared  any 
part  of  thofe  advantages.  At 
length,  the  Arethufa  was  fo  much 
(battered  in  her  mafls,  fails,  and 
rigging,  and  there  bein^  at  the 
fame  time  but  little  wind  for  her 
government,  (he  became  in  a  great 
meafurc  unmanageable  ;  and  they 
bein^  now  up^n  the  enemy's  coaft, 
and  the  French  Ihip's  head  in  with 
the  land,  the  latter  cook  that  op- 
portunity of  (landing  into  a  fuiall 
bay,  where  feveral  beats  came  to 

her 
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kcr  affiflance  at  day-light,  and  tow« 
«d  her  into  a  place  of  fafety. 
\  Daring  th^  fore    part    of  this 
adion,  the  eogagement  was  no  lefs 
warm  between  Captain  Fairfax,  in 
the  Alert  cutter,  and  the  French 
lipbooner.     Their  force  was  about 
•qua! ;    the   former  carrying  ten, 
^nd   the  latter    (if  we   rem.mber 
light)    eight  guns.      Ihe  conteil 
was  well  fupported  for  upwards  of 
•n  hour  ;  when  the  fchooner  was 
mnpeiled  to  ftrike,  with  the^lofs  of 
'    five   men  killed,   and  feven  mor- 
tally wounded.     The  Arethufa  had 
ijaffered  Ijo  much,  tiiat  fhe  was  towed 
back  to  the  fleet  by  the<  Valiant 
and  Monarch,  both  of  which  had 
parl'ued  the  chace.   Her  lofs  in  men 
was  aifo  confiderable,  amounting  to 
eight  killed,  and  thirty- fix  wound- 
ed, i  That  of  the  Belle  Poule  was 
prodigious.      The  French  account 
acknowledges  above  forty  ilain,  and 
fifty.feven  wounded.      Among  the 
former  was   tbe    fecond  in    com- 
mand. 

They  acknowledge  that  the  Belle 
Poule  carried  26  twelve  pounders  ; 
but  they  forget  to  enumerate  thofe 
of  lighter  metal,  which  are  faid  to 
bave  a  moan  ted  to  14  more;  and 
they  eftimate  the  Arethufa  at  78 
fix- pounders.  Notwithftanding  thi^ 
ibperiority  of  force,  the  brave  and 
obftinate  defence  made  by  the  Belle 
Poule,  in  this  firft  adion  of  a  new 
war,  when  the  terrors  of  our  naval 
prowefs  in  the  laft,  were  not  yet 
forgotten,  became  a  matter  of  great 

?raife,  and  wonderful  exultation. 
*he  King  of  France  took  care  to 
souriih  this  national  pride  and  opi- 
nion, as  well  by  the  honour  <Lnd 
promotion  which  he  bellowed  on 
the  captain  and  other  principal 
officers,  as  by  the  pecuniary  re- 
wards to  thofip  in  a  mQre  fubaltera 
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degree,  and  hu  liberal  manificence 
to  the  widows,  families,  or  rela* 
tions,  of  thofe  who  fell  in  the  ac* 
tion.  Nor  was  this  attention  con- 
fined to  the  officers.  The  wounded 
feamen,  and  the  widows  of  their 
fellows  who  were  flain,  partook,  io 
a  proportional  degree,  of  the  iame 
bounty  ;  and  the  whole  was  crowned 
with  a  confiderable  benefa^on  to 
the  ihip's  company  in  general.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Captains  Mar- 
fhal  and  Fairfax,  received  great 
praife  from  their  conunander«  and 
not  more  than  they  deferved. 

In  the  mean  time,  another  French 
frigate  fell  in  with  the  fleet,  and 
was  detained  by  the  admiral,  under 
colour  of  the  hoflility  committed^ 
and  the  extraordinary  circumfUnces 
of  ill  condud  with  which  it  was 
attended,  by  the  captain  of  tbe 
I^icorne  ;  but  fevera]  French  mer- 
chanimen  were  fuflfered  to  pafa 
through  the  fleet  unmolefted,  as  be 
did  not  think  himfelf  at  all  autho- 
rized to  interrupt  their  commerce* 
It  was  reported,  we  know  not  with 
what  authority,  that  thefe  frigates, 
with  fome  other  vefleU,  were  cruiz- 
ing to  intercept  our  Mediterranean 
fle^  of  merchantmen,  which,  in- 
cluding thofe  from  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, amounted  to  about  70  fail, 
and  which  were  then  upon  the  point 
of  immediate  arrival. 

From  the  taking  of  the  French 
frigates,  the  admiral  derived  a 
fource  of  information  of  the  moll 
critical  and  alarming  nature*  He 
had  been  taught,  as  he  affirmed, 
to  believe  that  be  commanded  a 
fleet,  which  if  not  quite  equal  in 
number  and  force,  was  yet  luch,  as 
from  a  confidence  in  his  officers  and 
men,  he  might  venture,  without 
ra(hnefs,  to  oppofe  to  any  thing 
that  could  have  been  brought  out 

again  tl 
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tpinft  him  daring  his  cruize.     He 
wtt  DOW    dofe  upon  the  enemy's 
coaft,  and  within  fight  of  U(hant> 
when  he  diTcovered^   to  his  inex- 
preiEble  aftoniihment*  from  the  pa- 
pert,  ind  other    means  of  in  form - 
auon  which  the  capture  of  the  fri- 
gatci  had  thrown  imo  his  hands» 
that  the  French  fleet  in  Breft  Road 
&nd  Breft  Water^  amounted  to  32 
ihips  of  the  line»  befides  10  or  12 
frigates;    whereas  his  own   force 
coofifted  only  of  20  of  the  former, 
and  diree  of  the  latter. 

Hisfituation  was  certainly  highly 
perplexing,  and  no  tefs  critical.     It 
vai  (carcely  poflible  to  fuppofe,  that 
he  coald  have  been  fent  out  with 
foch  a  force,  and  where  objects  of 
fttch  immenfe  importance,  as  per- 
haps included  no  lefs  than  the  very 
exigence  of  the  empire,   were  at 
ftake,  onder  any  intention   of  his 
CBcoontering  fo  prodigious  a  fupe- 
rioriiy;    and   it    was  yet  fcarcely 
ids  difficult  to  conceive  or  believe, 
that  adminiftrttion  in   general,  or 
that  great  department  of  the  ftate 
under  which  he  idi mediately  aded, 
10  particular,  could  have  been  poffi* 
bijr  dctideuc   in   information,    on 
tiie  full  poiTcflion  of  which  the  pub- 
Ik  welfare  and    fafcty  fo  dirc^ly 
h«|^  and   which   they  could  not 
«^t  me-ins  of  procuring  with  the 
ttwoi!  facility- 

In  fo  U!i  toward  a  fituation,  it  was 
ifl^d  dilEcalt  what  to  decide  on. 
^tat  of- experience  feems  as  necef- 
^r  ii  want  of  wifdom,  to  infpire 
^tempe  for  an  enemy.  The  con- 
^iMices  of  a  defeat  on  the  ene- 
JBjf'i  coaft,  were  not  in  thia  cafe,  as 
m  iht  general  courfe  of  wars,  to  be 
Mifured  only  by  a  temporary  lofs  of 
fcrtiiory,  or  fabflra£iion  of^  glory. 
£  ftry  th  i  ng  WHS  a  t  ftake.  The  for- 
^Ut  ind  pet  haps  the  being  of  thii 


country,  were  to  be  committed  to 
the  hazard  of  a  fingle  die.  Our 
own  narrow  Teas  might  be  fwept  by 
an  infulting  enemy  ;  our  open  coalls 
every  where  expofed  to  devallatioit 
and  ruin  ;  and  the  kingdom  to  opca 
invafion. 

Such  were  fome  of  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  that  were  to  be  appre- 
hended froin  a  defeat  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  things ;  and  the  more  ef- 
pecially,  as  that,  through  the  con- 
rage  of  ^ the  commanders,  and  the 
urgency  of  the  occafion,  could  only 
have  been  accompli  (bed  by  the 
abfolute  dellrudlion  of  the  fleet; 
whilil  the  unfortunate  deficiency  of 
naval  (lores  and  provifion  which 
then  prevailed  within  the  kingdom, 
with  the  difficulty,  if  not  impra^i- 
cability,  under  fuch  circumftances, 
of  procuring  a  foreign  fupply,  and 
the  expofed  fitoation  of  our  dock- 
yards, andconfequentlyof  all  thofe 
(hips  which  were  either  building  or 
under  repair,  would,  all  together, 
prefent  fuch  an  opening  to  final 
ruin  and  calamity,  that  fcarcely  a 
hope  could  be  entertained  of  re- 
trieving the  llroke.  On  the  other 
hand,  to  fly  from  the  coaft  of  an 
infulted  enemy,  when  that  enemy 
was  coming  out  to  avenge  the  in- 
fult,  would  be  an  incident  as  new 
in  the  naval  hiftory  of  England,  as 
it  would  feem  inconfillent  with  the 
prefent  opinion ,  and  degrading  to  the 
paft  renown  of  the  commander. 

In  this  dilemma,  the  admiral 
determined  that  all  other  confider- 
ations  fhould  give  way,  to  what  he 
deemed  a  faithful  difcharge  of  the 
great  trufts  repofed  in  him  ;  the  pri- 
mary  objedls  of  which,  were  the 
protedlion  of  his  country,  and  the 
prefervation  of  her  commerce.  He 
wifely  thought  the  fla«»es  were  too 
great  to  be  hazarded  againil  vait 

odds. 
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odds,  either  upon  perfonal,  or  pro- 
feffional  punctilio.  It  was,  how- 
ever>  a  difficult  conqueft.  He  af- 
terwards  declared,  when  compelled 
to  a  public  explanation  and^ defence 
of  his  conduct,  that  he  nev.r  in  his 
life  felt  fo  deep  a  melancholy,  as 
when  he  found  himfeif  obliged  to 
turn  his  back  on  France. — And, 
that  his  courage  was  never  put  to 
fuch  a  trial  as  in  that  retreat ;  but 
that  it  was  his  firm  perfuafion,  that 
his  country  was  faved  by  it. 

,  Upon   the  return  of  the 

*7'"-  fleet  to  Portfmouth,  the  ad- 
imiral  had  an  opportunity  of  veri- 
fying by  experience,  the  neccf- 
fity  to  a  commam^er  in  chief,  ef- 
pecially  in  critical  feafons,  and 
endowed  with  large  difcrepoaary 
powers,  to  be  well  fupportcd  in  the 
cabinet,  and  to  mce:  with  a  difpo- 
iition  to  a  favourable  conilru^tion 
and  acceptance  of  his  well-dire6lcd 
ferviccs,  in  thofe  nice  a/.d  dcubtful' 
fituations,  wherein  no  fpecihc  line 
of  condud  can  be  laid  down  for  hif 
dirediun,  and  in  which,  either  per- 
fonal refponfibility  mud  be  hazard- 
ed, or  what  appears  at  the  lime  to 
be  the  elTential  interells  of  his 
country  facrificed.  Fie  had  al- 
ready gone  in  twO'inflances  to  the 
linuts  of  his  difcretionary  powers.' 
The  taking  of  the  frigates,  and  the 
return,  contrary  to  expectation  and 
intention,  if  not  to  dired  orders, 
from  his  flation,  were  meafures  of 
fuch  a  nature,  as  admitted  of  no 
medium  in  their  condrudlion.  They 
wtre  cither  abfolutely  right,  or  they 
mull  be  abfolutely  wrong.  In  the 
former  cale,  they  dcinanded  not 
only  immediate,  but  great  appro- 
bation; in  the  latter,  ihe  moil  di- 
rect rcprj  hen  lion.  The  officer, 
who  had  coouniaed  errors  of  iuch 


magnitude  and  danger,  (honld  not 
again,  by  any  means,  have  been 
entrulled  with  a  command  of  fuch 
national  importance. 

The  admiral  was,  however,  left 
in  this  flace  of  uncertainty ;  and 
with  fo  great  a  trull  in  his  hands* 
never  received  the  fmalleft  dired 
Of  official  approbation  of  bis  con- 
dufl  in  either  initance.  But  h« 
feemed  to  be  immediately  delivered 
over,  without  mercy,  to  the  obloqaf 
and  fcurrility  of  thofe  publications, 
which  he  con(idered  as  being  under 
the  immediate  diredlion  of  the  mi- 
nifters;  and  which,  from  the  cir- 
cumdance  of  their  abufe  having 
been  fo  frequently  the  prelude  to 
the  downfall  or  difgrace  of  officers, 
are  particularly  confidered  as  being, 
in  fome  fort,  in  the  fecret,  and  at 
having  the  fanclion  of  authority 
for  their  cenfure  and  condemnation. 
By  thefe,  the  admiral's  return  and 
condud  were  branded  with  the  moft 
opprobrious  terms  which  language 
was  capable  of  beftowing,  and  aC- 
cribed  to  the  moft  difgraceful  mo- 
tives ;  his  general  charadler  treated 
with  the  moft  indecent  fcurrility  i 
and  as  they  placed  his  condud  and 
bis  merits  in  the  fame  fcale  witli 
thofe  of  Admiral  Byng,  fo  they 
boldly  and  diredlly  threatened  him 
with  the  fame  fate. 

The  admiral  bore  all  the  dif*- 
couriging,  as  well  as  the  difagree- 
able  circum (lances  be  met,  with 
wonderful  temper.  He  made  no 
complaints  himfeif,  did  every  thinr 
to  ftifie  difcontents  in  others,  preflel 
forward  the  preparations  for  his  re- 
turn to  fea,  without  noife  or  pa- 
rade, and  bore  all  the  anmorited 
reproach  that  was  thrown  upon 
him,  without  being  once  tempted 
to  a  juftificatioD,  which,  by  ibt 
4  narutioA 
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nimtion  of  cl:e  fa£t,  muft  necef- 
finlyhare  criminated  the  tiril  krd 
oftr.e&dmirahy. 

The  fortunate  arrival  of  the  two 
firftof  cur  Well-India  fleets  i'^J 
of  ihc  Levant  trade,  brought  in  a 
fupply  of  feamen,  at  the  moll  cri- 
tical pciiod  in  which  they  could 
have  ever  been  wanted.  By  this 
Bjeanj,  and  th?  exertions  every 
where  ufcd  by  the  aJ-nira'ty,  the 
T  I  ^  admiral  was  enabled  to 
^  '  ^  '  pjt  acain  tofea,  onthe 
ijdi  day  from  his  arrival  at  Poitf-  . 
nooih,  with  24  fnips  of  the  line; 
aod  was  joincc]  on  the  way  by  ii;c 
more;  the  paucity  of  frigates  lUll 
condnuedy  there  being  an  addition 
of  only  one*  to  which  was  alfo 
Idded  two  firefhips.  But  the  (hips 
iQ  geaeral  were  commanded  by 
men,  who,  in  point  of  fkill,  abi- 
117  and  courage^  were  of  the  higheil 
effimatxoa. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  French 
king  made  afe  of  the  engagement 
widi  the  Belle  Poule,  and  the  tak- 
ing of  ihe  other  frigates,  as  the 
wtnSble  ground,  for  ifTuing  out 
Ofden  for  lepriial  on  the  (hips  of 
Great-Britun  ;  and  the  ordinance 
fa  the  diflribution  of  prizes,  which 
*f  hiWe  already  obferved  had  been 
pitd  1  conliderablc  time  before', 
silhoogh  hitherto  kept  dormant, 
M  xtow  immediately  publiflicd. 
ftmibr  meafures  were  likewife  pur* 
^  m  England,  as  (bon  as  the 
icoxint  of  thefe  tranfadions  was 
l^rcd.  Thas  nothing  of  war 
*it  frinclng  between  the  two  na- 
tl^ms,  excepting  merely  its  name, 
w  nihu  ilic  formality  of  the  procla- 

lB*t)Ofi. 

On  the  dxjr  preceding  the  depar- 
t«reof  the  Britiih  fleet  from  Portf- 
^it1)|  [he  French  fleet  failed  from 
itK&t  imaanting  to  ^2  fail  of  the 


line,  and  a  cloud  of  frigates.  They 
were  divided  in  three  fquadrons  or 
divifions,  the  whole  being  undsr 
the  command  of  the  Count  d'Or- 
villiers,  who  was  afTifted  in  his  owa 
particuliJ"  divifion,  by  Admiral  the 
Co'jr.t  do  Guichen.  The  fccond 
was  cominandtrd  by  the  Count  Du- 
chsfr".ijlr,  affiiL^d  by  M.  de  Rochc- 
cuovarc ;  and  the  third  by  the 
Dul:3  o;'  (*harcrcs,  (prince  of  the 
blojii)  vvho  was  iecondcd  by  Ad- 
nurrJ  thj  Count  de  Grafle,  M.  dc 
la  Mcttc  Piquet,  although  an  ad- 
miral, aded  as  firft-captain  in  the 
Duke  oFChaitrcs'  (hip.  On  their 
departure  from  Lrcll,  the  Lively 
frigatj,  wl.ich  had  been  fent  to 
waich  their  motions,  got  fo  involved 
amongfl  them  that  ilie  could  not 
po(iii>ly  cfcapo,  and  was  accordingly 
taken. 

The  Englifti  fleet  was  likewife 
thrown  into  three  divifions ;  the 
van  being  commanded  by  Sir  Ro- 
bert Elarland,  Vice- Admiral  of  the 
Red  ;  and  the  rear  by  Sir  Hugk 
Pallifer,  Vice- Admiral  of  the  Blue. 
The  commander  in  chief  was  affilled 
by  the  voluntary  fervices  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Campbell,  a  brave  and 
experienced  officer,  who,  from  an- 
cient friendfhip,  and  a  long  par- 
ticipation of  danger  and  fervice* 
condefccnded  to  a6l  as  firil-captaia 
in  his  own  (hip  the  Viftory. 

The  two  fleets  came  in  fight  of  each 
other  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  of 
July.  It  appears  from  the  movemcnta 
and  condu£l,  both  then  and  after, 
of  the  French  admiral,  that  he  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  increafe  of 
Mr.  KeppePs  flreneth,  at  their  flrft 
meeting;  but  conndercd  his  fleet 
as  being  ftill  in  about  the  fame  flatc 
as  to  number,  in  which  it  had  been 
,  at  the  time  of  quitting  its  flation 
before  Brefl.   Under  this  imprcffion» 

he 
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Jie  feemed  difpofed  for  bringing  on 
lin  immediate  vogagement ;  but  as 
iboQ  as  the  fleets  bad  approached 
lb  near,  as  pretty  well  to  difcover 
each  others  force,  he  feemed  evi- 
dently to  relioquiOi  that  determin- 
ation, and  continued  afterwards  to 
evade  with  great  caution  and  know- 
ledge in  his  profeflioo,  all  thofe 
cndeavqdrs  which  were  conftintly 
iifed  on  the  other  iide  to  bring  on 
an  action. 

As  night  was  near,  and  that  ge- 
,  neral  adions  by  fea  are  always  to 
be  avoided  at  that  feafon,  the  Bri« 
tiih  admiral  only  brought  the  fleet 
to,  in  a  line  of  battle,  leaving  ^e 
option  of  attack  to  the  enemy.  A 
frcfh  gale,  and  a  change  of  wind 
In  the  night,  made  fome  coniider- 
able  alteration  in  the  relative  fitu- 
ation  of  the  bppofed  fleets.  The 
French  had  now  gained  the  wea- 
ther-gage, which  aflbrded  them  the 
great  advantage,  of  etcher  bring- 
ing on  an  aftjon,  nearly  in  the 
tidie  and  manner  they  liked,  or  of 
avoidirig  it  totally.  Two  of  their 
line  of  battle  ihips  had,  however, 
fallen  cbnfiderably  in  the  night  to 
leeward ;  and  the  admiral  now  fee- 
ing that  they  ftudioufiy  avoided  an 
engagement,  and  being  fenfible  of 
the  difficulty  of  forcing  them  to  ' 
that  decifion,  while  the  wind  held 
in  its  prefent  flate,  determined  if 
poffible  to  profit  of  this  feparatioo^ 
and  to  reduce  his  opponent  to  the 
alternative,  of  either  facrificing 
two  of  his  capital  (hips,  or  of  ha- 
zarding a  general  aflion. 

The  French  commander  chofe  to 
fnbmit  to  the  rifque  of  the  former. 
Although  the  two  ibips  were  not 
taken,  thfy  were  fo  effcftually  cut 
off  from  the  refl  of  the  fleet,  that 
they  were  never  able  to  rejoin  them 
daring  the  remainder  of  the  cruize ; 
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and  another  fbip,  which  Jiad  Yof^ 
tained  fome  damage  daring  the 
night  in  the  gale,  was  expofed  to 
fuch  imminent  danger  of  being 
taken,  as  to  owe  her  efcape  merely 
to  a  fudden  fbift  of  the  wind.  By 
the  catting  off  of  the  two  former 
veflelSf  the  hoflile  fleets  were  placed 
upon  an  equality  in  point  of  num* 
ber«  with  refpefk  to  line  of  battle 
ihips. 

For  fbar  facceflive  days,  the  fleet 
continued    conllantly    to  beat   up 
againfl  the  wind  in  parfuit  of  the 
enemy  I    who  might  have  chofea 
any  hour  of  that  time  to  have  come 
to  a    general  engagement.     This 
flacknefs  with  re^e£t  to  adion,  is 
not,  however,  to  be  attri bated  to 
any  want  of  fpirit  in  Monf.  D'Or- 
villiers,  the  gallantry  of  that  oflicer 
being  unquellioned ;   but  the  mo-* 
tives  which  operated  on  both  com* 
manders,  were  as  totally  different 
as  their  conduA.     Mr.  Keppel  had 
the  flronged  and  mofl  urgent  rea* 
fons,  for  prefling  on  an  engagement 
with  the  greateft  poffible  expedi- 
.  tion ;  and  the  fame  reafons  operat* 
ed,  though  in  a  leffer  degree,  opoa 
his  adverfary*  to  abflain  from  that 
final  iffoe.    The  greatefl  bodies  of 
the  Britifl)  trade  were  then  x>n  their 
return  home.    Two  £aft-India»  and 
two  Weft-India  fleets,  of  immenfe 
value,  were  hourly  expe£ted.     The 
French   fleet,  from  their  order  o( 
failing,    and  the  n amber  of  their 
frigates,  fpread  over  fo  vaft  an  ex- 
tent   of  ocean,    that   Mr.  Keppel 
found  it  neceffary  to  warn  the  ad* 
miralty   in  his  letters,  of  the  un- 
avoidable   danger    to  which   any 
fliips    that  attempted  to  join  him 
would  thereby  be  expofed*     As  the 
Britifli  fleet  cut  off  that  6f  France 
from  their  own  ports,  (o  the  fleet 
of  France  was  ipread  athwart  that 

courfcj 
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coorfe,  wh:ch  our  homeward  trade 
was  likely  to  hold ;  and  from  the 
Dtuation  of  both  fleets,  and  the 
flateolthc  wind,  might  have  taken 
them  in  the  Britidi  admirars  fighc, 
i^ithtnit  a  poffibility  of  his  prevent- 
ing it. 

Nor  was  this  (la'c  cf  things  ren- 
dered Iffs  irkfome,  nor  the  appre- 
hcofionsrcfuliing  irom  it  qaalilied, 
b/ any  well-founded  confidence  that 
it  might  not  be  of  long  continu- 
*nce.  On  the  contrary,  our  own 
naval  hiftories  record  an  example 
iathc  reign -of  King  William,  when 
tbe  celebrated  Admiral  RufHrl  was 
obliged  to  undergo  for  two  months 
the  mortification,  of  being  a! moll 
in  the  daily  view  of  the  French 
fleet,  without  his  being  able  in  all 
that  time  to  bring  them  to  adlion. 
The  admiral  hid  alfo  another  mo- 
tifc  for  his  anxiety  to  bring  on  an 
'opgemcnt  upon  any  terms  vvhat- 
*yer.  This  motive  was  founded  in 
hii  inflruClions.  For  although  he 
did  not  for  prudential  reafons  think 
fit  to  produce  them  on  his  trial,  he 
Qade  DO  (cruple  of  declaring  freely 
to  ike  G)urt,  that  his  indiudlions 
*entdire6l!y  and  abloiutely  to  that 
point  of  fighting  the  enemy. 

In  this  puriLit  of  ti:e  French 
fet,  the  p refer ving  of  a  regular 
IJM  of  battle,  with  any  hope  «:f 
bringiDg  them  to  aclii^n,  v*as  cvi- 
d«tlly  inpraAicable.  '1  ha:  r!T;nal 
■W  Koordingly  hauled  riov%r.  rroni 
*y  tjd,  and  that  tor  clncini;  to 
■iwlwird  kept  conlbn.ly  l^yl^a■. 
'■  tkii  mcafurc,  the   adniinl  v.'as 

feled,  not  only  by  hii  o.vn 
enc,  hot  by  the  p'sai:?.!  cx- 
^BpkoffeBe  ofthe  grciicll  names, 
■tv  bd  ever  fupporied  rr  eda- 
Ulhcd  the  honour  of  ihs  llritifi 
^T-  Bat  the  iheafure  wn*  of  li 
Wait,  which  rendered  all  prece- 
Vqi.XXH. 


dent  unneceiTary  for  its  juftification. 
The  afiiduous  and  continual  endea- 
vours of  the  French  admiral  to 
avoid  an  engagement,  afforded  full 
caufe  for  apprehending  that  he  ex- 
peded  a  reinforcement,  and  that; 
independent  of  all  other  motivrv, 
would  have  been  fufiicicnt  for  ufing 
every  means  to  bring  it  fuJdenly 
on.  By  adhering  to  a  line  of  bat- 
tle, the  French  fleet  would  have 
been  evidently  out  of  fight  in  a 
very  iliort  time,  and  the  probable 
confequcncc  would  have  been,  ei- 
ther the  lofs  of  our  foreign  con- 
voys, or  infult  to  the  ccall  of  Eng- 
land. 'I  he  admiral  accordingly 
continued  the  chace  without  inter- 
miillon,  keeping  his  fleet  at  the 
fame  time  ns  much  coUeded,  as 
the  nature  of  a  purfuit  would  admit 
of,  in  order  to  icize  the  firfl  op- 
portunity which  a  change  of  wind 
might  afford,  ofbringing  the  enemy 
to  a  clofe  and  decifivc  action. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  of 
July,  the  French  fleet  were  at  day- 
break, as  much  to  windward,  and 
at  as  great  a  diAance,  as  they  had 
generally  been  during  the  preced- 
ing days  ;  and  feemed  alio  to  avoid 
an  adion  with  as  much  indudry  as 
ever.  Tht  vic^'-ndmiral  of  the 
blue  w?.s  th.n  rather  more  to  lee- 
war. 1  ihrii  his  flat  ion  required,  nnd 
havirnr  his  mainKiil  up,  it  oblii^id 
the  ff'.ips  of  tr:it  <ii\'fi'.)r.  to  co'ti- 
niT  u'ln'^r  r'.n  'jv.fy  i'>\\\.  'I'his  in- 
duce.! the  Lr.mm.-iiiiicr  in  chief  to 
tl.rov.'  c"t  a  i\[:  .?^,  for  fevcral 
fnips  of  tli.'.r  'livii-An  tn  chace  to 
win JwTr.i.  'i\vr  (.■iicmy's  Hi-ct  were 
ti'-cfi  nesr  three  Icac^ucs  to  windward, 
an  J  £:'n:i'^  (;{!'  cio'ic  by  the  wind 
with  a  pkflVd  fiil.  The  mctivc 
r.;?::nod  for  ti:c  fr^^nal  was  to  colleft 
as  inany  f  i  ihofe  Ihi['S  to  windw.'.rd 
as  c:;ula  be  done,  in  order  to  fill 
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up  that  interval  between  the  com- 
mander in  chiefs  (hip  and  the  vice- 
admiral,  which  had  been  occa- 
fioned  by  the  latter  filling  fo  far 
to  leeward  ;  and  thus,  by  lirength- 
ening  the  main  body  of  the  fleet,  to 
be  ready  for  any  chance  that  might 
occar  of  bringing  the  enemy  to 
adion.  And  the  reafon  why  the 
iignal  was  not  made  to  the  whole 
divifion  infiead  of  particular  (hips, 
was,  that  they  then  mull  have 
chaced  in  a  body,  which  would 
have  retarded  the  bell  going  jhips, 
bv  an  attendance  on  their  imme- 
diate  commander.  Indeed  the 
vice- admiral  fecmed  fo  fenfible  of 
the  objed  of  the  (ignal,  that  it 
pro<luced  an  immediate  effed  in 
the  conduA  of  his  own  Oiip,  by 
a  con(iderable  augmentation  of 
faU. 

Some  changes  of  the  wind,  and  a 
dark  fauall,  which  came  on  before 
1 1  o'clock,  produced  feveral  evo- 
lutions in  both  fleets,  the  naturo 
and  effed  of  which  are  not  eadly 
explained  to  the  fatisfadlion  of 
landmen.  It  feems  upon  the  whole, 
that  ibme  fudden  (hifts  of  the  wind. 


adverfary  in  the  oppofite  line,  and 
the  a£lion  could  fcarcely  fail  of  be- 
ing decifive,  they  fuddenly  put 
about  on  the  contrary  tack.  By 
this  manoeuvre,  the  heads  and 
courfe  of  the  (hips  in  each  fleet, 
being  direded  to  oppo(ite  points 
of  the  compafs  with  thofe  of  the 
other,  they  could  only  engage  at 
they  palTcd,  inftead  of  lying  fide 
to  fide,  fo  as  to  make  an  effedaal 
impreflion. 

Thus  it  will  be  eafily  conceived, 
that  in   this  courfe  ot  engagement, 
any    Briti(h  fliip  that  could  fetch 
the  head  of  the  French  fleet,  would 
receive  and  return  the  fire  of  every 
(hip  from  fir(l  to  laft  in  their  line ; 
which  would  have  been  (lili  kept  up 
by  thofe  that  followed,  until  both 
fleets  had  totally'  paflTed  each  other. 
It  neceflfarily   followed  of  courfe* 
that    thofe    (hips    which  engaged 
firft,  would  be  the  foone(i  cot  of 
adion;   and  that  the  continuance 
of  each  in  it,  muft  depend  upon 
the  part  of  the  French  line  which 
(he  was  able  to  fetch,  and  the  coo* 
fcquent  number  of  (hips  ihe  had 
dill  to  pafs.     Although  thit  mode 


together  with  the  unexpeded  and    of  fighting  did  not  at  all  prevent 
ynintentional  eflfed  produced  by  an    the  Tofs  of  men,  or  damage  to  tb« 


,  produced 
evolution  on  the  French  fide,  being 
all  improved  upon  by  the  moll  ma- 
Herly  efforts  on  the  other,  brought 
the  two  fleets  fo  clofe,  that  they  cculd 
jiot  part  without  an  engagement. 
But  as  this  was  a  fituation  not 
fought,  and  a  dtcifion  not  wiihed 
•by  the  French  commanders,  they 
dndeavoared  to  evade  its  confe- 
qoences  as  much  as  poiFible;  and 
accordingly,  inflead  of  (hortening 
fail,  and  lying  to,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive the  Briti(h  fleet  in  a  line  of 
battle  on  the  fame  tack,  by  which 
every  (hip  on  either  fide  would 
have  been  fairly  engaged  with  her 


ihips,  yet  it  tended  greatly  to  de- 
fer, if  not  totally  to  evade,  th« 
confequences  incident  to  thofe  cir* 
cunidances;  as  it  prevented  the 
fucccl'sful  adverfary  from  being  ca* 
pable  of  immediately  pnrfuing  wiih 
efl\d,  either  the  blow  which  he 
had  given  to  a  (ingl^  (hip,  or  the 
general  imprefTiun  which  he  had 
made  in  the  enemy's  line.  Thf 
neceflity  which  induced  the  Britilh 
commander  to  bring  on  an  engage- 
ment, and  the  determined  perfe* 
verance  of  the  enemy  in  avoiding 
it,  rendered  him,  of  courfe,  inca- 
pable of  prcfcribing  the  terms. 
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The  French  began  the  enj^agc- 
aent,  by  firing  at  a  great  diiiance 
at  the  hcadmolt  of  Sir  Robert  Har- 
land'sdivifion,  as  they  led  up  ;  who, 
na  the  contrary,  did  not  retuiii  a 
(hot  ootil  they  came  uitbin  a  very 
cio(e  (liibnce.  "I  he  example  was 
followed,  or  a  fimilar  condudl  pur- 
fiii^i,  by  the  fleet  in  general,  as 
faft  as  each  fnip  could  cloie  up  with 
•  the  enemy;  and  nocwithdanding 
their  being  neccffarily  extended  hy 
the  chace,  they  were  all  foon  in 
battle.  As  the  fleets  pafTcd  each 
other  very  clofe  on  the  oppefite 
tacks,  the  cannonade  was  very 
heavy,  and  the  efFed  confiderable. 
The  adioQ  lalled  from  firll  to  lall 
Ibaethrng  about  three  hours.  As 
the  French,  in  their  ufual  way, 
direded  their  fire  principally  at  the 
rigging,  feveral  of  the  BritiHi  (hips 
were  a  good  deal  crippled,  and  fuf- 
feied  cooQderably  in  their  mafts, 
yards,  and  fails.  The  fire  on  their 
^,  which  was  principally  levelled 
at  the  bolls  of  the  enemy,  was  not 
defideat  in  its  e£e^  of  another 
loBd. 

Ai  bon   as   the  commander  in 

diefhad   pafled  the  rear  of  the 

cway,  and  that  the  fmoke  was  fo 

&r  cleared  as  to  admit  of  any  ob- 

fciTiQim,   his    firft  objed    was  to 

hok  foand  to  .the  pofition  of  the 

Aipi  which  were  already  come  out 

afafiion,  and   to  confider  of  the 

ki  means  of  bringing  on  a  clofe 

aai  feneral  engagement,  as  foon 

ti  lb   remainder   of   the   fleets, 

^  Vhick  vcre  ftill  fighting,  had  parTcd* 

!<^  ^  cleared  each  other.  He  loon 
fiMeiffcdp  that  the  vice-admiral  of 
fkimdL  mh  part  of  his  divifion, 
Aitf  Bifmly  tacked,  and  was  fland- 
:.,||VIMrard<  the  enemy  ;  but  oh- 
i^fhwiA  at  the  fame  time,  that  none 
;^,l^  miff  ftip>  which  were  conic 


out  of  aAion  had  yet  tacked,  and 
that  fome  of  them  were  dropping 
to  leeward,  and  feemingly  employ- 
ed in  repairing  their  damages.  Hia 
own  (hip  the  Vidory,  had  fo  con- 
iiderable  a  (hare  in  the  a£lion,  as 
not  to  be  in  condition  for  imme- 
diate tacking  ;  nor«  if  it  had  been 
otherwi(e  expedient,  could  he  im« 
mediately  wear,  and  (land  back  on 
the  (hips  coming  up  aflern  of  him 
out  of  the  a£lion,  without  throwing 
them  into  the  utmoit  diforder  and 
con  fu  (ion. 

This  movement  was,  however^ 
performed  as  fpcedily  as  po(Iiblc» 
and  notwichllanding  the  damages 
fuftained  by  the  Victory,  (he  was 
not  only  the  fird  (hip  that  wore  of 
the  center  divifion,  and  that  got 
round  again  towards  the  enemy, 
but  it  was  fome  time  before  the  ex- 
ample could  be  followed,  and  not 
above  three  or  four  were  then  ,able 
to  clofe  up  with  her.  In  this  fita- 
ation  of  the  fleet,  the  admiral 
hauled  down  the  fignal  for  battle, 
which  he  judged  improper  to  be 
kept  abroad,  until  the  (hips  could 
recover  their  (latioas,  or  at  leaft  eec 
near  enough  to  fupport  each  other 
in  adlion  ;  and  in  order  to  call  them 
together  for  that  purpofe,  he  inime* 
diately-made  the  fignal  to  form  the 
line  of  battle  a-head»  which  is  of 
all  others,  that  confidered  by  fea- 
mcn  as  the  mod  forcible,  and  as 
commanding  the  moft  prompt  obe- 
dience. 

At  this  time  the  Vldlory  was 
a  head  of  all  the  center  and  red 
divifions,  and  had  time  to  unbend 
her  maintopfail  (which  had  been 
rendered  totally  unfcrviceable) 
while  the  (hips  allcrn  were  endea- 
vouring 10  get  into  their  rcfpefUve 
ilations.  As  the  vice  avlmiral  of 
the  blue  commanded  the  rcar-divi- 

[f 1  2  fion. 
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fion,  which  was  of  coarfe  the  laft 
out  of  a£lion,  he  was  at  this  time 
a-head  of  the  Viflory^  which  was 
now  become  his  proper  ftation  ;  yet 
without  regard  to  the  fignal,  he  (on 
whatever  motives,  poffibly  juilifi- 
able  ones)  quitted  his  flation  in  the 
front  of  that  line  of  battle  for  which 
'it  was  flying,  and  pafling  his  admt« 
rtl  to  leeward  on  the  contrary  tack, 
whilH  he  was  advancing  to  the  ene* 
my,  never  came  into  the  line  during 
the  reft  of  the  day. 

The  following  is  reprefented  as 
being  then  the  exad  iituation  of  the 
fleet.  The  Vi£lory  way  the  neareil 
ihip  to  the  enemy,  with  no  more 
than  three  or  four  of  her  own  divi- 
^bn  in  any  fituation,  either  to  have 
iVnmed  lately  fupported  her  or  each 
ether  in  action  ;  Sir  Robert  Har- 
land,  with  fix  or  "feven  fa!l  of  his 
divifion,  was  to  windward,  and 
ready  for  inftant  fcrvice ;  the  vice- 
eAmiral  of  the  blub  was  on  a  con- 
trary tack,  and  totally  out  of  the 
line ;  other  fhips  were  far  aflefn, 
and  ivc  that  were  difabled  in  their 
Egging,  at  a  great  di^nce  to  lee- 
ward. Thus' the  admiral  conld  not 
at  that  time,  which  was  about  three 
cf*clock  in  the  affternoon,  coHeft 
above  twelve  fhips  to  renew  the  en* 
gagement, 

• '  The  French  had  now  got  to 
leeward,  and  nftdet  the  expectation 
of  being  immediately  attacked,  had 
hnddled  mod  of  their  fhips  haftily 
together  in  a  kind  of  clufler,  in 
the  operation  of  wearing,  from 
whence  they  were  gradually  ftreich- 
ing  oat  into  a  line  of  battle ;  but 
upon  obfervinJB;  the  e^pofed  fit  na- 
tion of  thofe  Britifh  (hips  which 
had  fallen  to  leeward  to  repair 
their  damages,  it  induced  fomi^  al- 
teration in  their  movements,  and 
they  began  to  edge  away>  with  an 


evident  intention  of  cutting  diem 
off  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet.  *Thc 
admiral  indantly  penetrated  into 
their  defign,  and  the  danger  of 
thofe  fliips  obliged  him  fuddenly 
to  wear,  and  to  ftand  athwart  the 
van  of  the  enemy,  in  a  diagonal 
line,  for  their  protection.  At  the 
fame  time,  he  difpatched  orders  to 
Sir  Robert  Harland,  to  forni  his 
divifion  at  a  di  dance  after  n  of  the 
Vidlory,  in  order  to  cover  the  rear, 
and  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check, 
until  the  vice-admiral  of  the  bine 
fliould  in  obedience  to  the  flgnal 
(which  was  kept  conftantly  flying) 
come,  with  his  divifion,  into  his 
proper  flation^  Thefe  orders  were 
inlHntly  obeyed  by  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  red,  who  was  accordingly 
formed  in  the  wake  of  the  ViC^ory, 
before  four  o*cloe£. 

It  was  this  evolution,  which  was 
afterwards  made  the  foundation  of 
one  of  thofe  principal  charges 
which  were*broaght  againft  the  ad- 
miral, it  being  reprefented  *'  as 
"  carrying  the  appearance  of  a 
'*  flight,  and  bringing  difgrace 
**  upon  the  Britifh  flag,  by  affbrd- 
"  ing  an  opportunity  to  the  enemy 
*••  of  claiming  the  vidory,  and  of 
**  'publifhing  to  Ae  worid  that 
*'  the  fleet  had  ran  away.'*  And 
it  was  alfo  this  movement^  which 
fome  of  the  bravefi  and  molt  expe- 
rienced officers  in  the  Bridfh  fer- 
vice,  and  who  were  prefent  at  the 
time,  declared  upon  oath,  to  have 
•appeared,  and  to  have  been  con- 
fldered  by  them,  both  then  and 
after,  as  a  great  and  neceflfary  ma- 
nceuvre. 

In  the  mean  lame,  the  admiral 
perceiving  that  be  was  nearing  the 
enemy,  by  the  courfe  which  he 
fleered  for  the  proteftion  of  the 
crippled  fliips,  and  that  the  vice- 
admiral 
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idmlndofthe  blae  Rill  continued  to 
lie  to  windward,  and  by  fo  doing, 
kept  his  diviiion  back  from  joining 
him,  and  from  fupporting  the  fleet, 
he  made  a  fignal  for  all  (hips  to 
windward  to  bear  down  into  his 
wake.  This  fignal  was  repeated  by 
the  rice- admiral,  although  he  had 
not  repeated  that  for  the  line  of 
battle;  but  as  he  did  not  bear 
down  bimfelf,  his  repeating  this  (ig- 
salfeems  to  have  been  pecaliarly 
Hnlacky;  it  having  been  interpret- 
ed, by  the  (hips  of  his  divifion,  as 
as  order  for  coming  into  his  own 
wake,  and  not  for  their  going  into 
that  of  the  admiral. 

Thefe  appearances  of  negle^  of 
doty  in   the    vice-admiral    of  the 
bloe,  were  attributed  to    the    dif- 
ibled  condition    of    his    (hip,    to 
which  feveral  witnefTes   were   pro- 
duced on  his  trial,  and  on  the  cre- 
dit of  which  he  was  afterwards  ac- 
qaiticd.    The  protc6lion  of  the  dif- 
abjedlhips  being  accomplilhed,  and 
the  French  fleet  continuing  to  form 
their  Hoe,  ranging  op  to  leeward 
parallel  to   the  center  divifion,  it 
became    the    admiral's  immediate 
Md  iooft    urgent  objefl,    to  form 
.^tt  fpeedily  as  poflible,  in  order 
4l  braj  down  upon   them  ard  re- 
i*w  the  bacile,*  whilft  it  could  yet 
ke  done  tvitii  full  effe^.    He  there- 
fere,  ifter  hiving  repeated  tfie  fig- 
M  tor  fhips  to  come  into  his  wake 
>Ttb  no  better  efFcd  than  btfore, 
iW  to   Sir    Robert   Harland,    to 
in^h  iiway   a-head,  and   to  take 
^  fftQptr  Aation    in  the  line ;  in 
tMe£    he    was    inftantly    obeyed, 
vttfa  tibc  ufaal  promptnefs  of  that 
tneeOcat    officer  ;    and  feeing  the 
vke^admlfil     of  the  blue  ,  ftill    to 
wbi^jird  with  his  foretopfail  un- 
hiBi^  and    «rithonc  any  vifible  ef- 
fm^  dikes  .towards  fetting  it  to 


rights,  or  for  obeying  that  fignnl 
which  had  been  fo  long  Rylng,  he 
fent  Captain  Windlbr  of  the  Fox 
frigate  at  five  o'clock,  with  cx- 
prcfs  orders  to  him,  to  bear  down 
into  his,  the  admiral's  w;  ke,  and 
to  tell  him,  that  he  only  waited 
for  him  and  his  divifion  en  renew 
the  battle.  We  muft  obferve,  that 
there  is  a  confiderable  variation, 
with  fcgard  to  the  cxad  time  at 
which  this  meflUrje  was  delivered, 
in  the  evidence  given  upon  the  trials 
of  Admiral  Kcppel  and  Sir  Hugli 
Palliler. 

This  order  not  producing  the 
defircd  cS[ct\,  and  having  before 
hauled  down  the  fignal  for  coming 
into  his  wake,  the  admiral  threw 
out  that  for  all  fliips  to  come  into 
their  fbtions ;  an;l  again,  at  fcvcn 
o'clock,  being  wearied  our  with 
fruitleis  expcdation,  he  made  the 
fignal  for  each  particular  iliip  of 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue's  di- 
vifion to  come  into  her  ftacicn  in 
the  line  ;  but  before  they  had  com- 
plied with  this  fi^nul,  night  put  an 
end  to  all  further  operations.  Ic 
will  fcarcely  eiicape  obfervaiion, 
that  no  fignal  had  been  particu- 
larly thrown  out  to  the  Formidable, 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue's  own 
fhip:.this  the  admiral  afterwards 
attributed  to  a. motive  of  delicacy, 
founded  on  the  long  fervices  o*  that 
officer,  as  well  as  a  due  compliment 
to  his  rank  in  his  double  capacity, 
both  as  a  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and 
as  the  third  in  the  present  com- 
mand ;  a  delicacy  which,  whether 
julliliable  or  not,  brought  great  in- 
con  vcniencies  on  Mr.  Keppcl ;  poffi- 
ble  crimination  ;  and  is  not  likely 
to  be  imitated  on  future  occafions. 

Although  the  French,  by  their 
drawing  up  and  forming  a  line  pa- 
rallel to  the  Briiidi  fleet,  ihewed  a 
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determination  of  fuftainlng  an  en- 
gagement, if  they  had  been  attack- 
ed, they,  however,  fhewcd  evident- 
ly, that  they  were  not  at  all  difpofed 
to  urge  matters  to  that  final  con- 
cluiion,  by  any  ad  of  their  own  ; 
as  they  had  it   in   their  power  to 
have  renewed  the  engagement  dur- 
1  ig  evei*y  hour  of  the    afternoon  ; 
aad  that  \yiih  fuch  apparent  advan- 
tage, from   a   (ituation    of  affairs 
which  it  does  not  feem  could  pofTi- 
bly  have  efcaped  their  obfervation, 
that  their  milling  the  opportunity 
appears  little   lels    unaccountable, 
than  the  ilrange  circumflance  from 
whence  it  was  derived.    Their  con- 
dud  in  the  night  would  have  alFord- 
ed  a  conErmaiion  of  their  indifpo- 
iition  tu  rcntiw  the  engagement,  if 
their  prcccdii  g  could  have  left  any 
diubt  4pon  the  quelHon.     Three  of 
t.icir  bell  failing  veffels  were  fta- 
tioned    at    proper  ,diliances    with 
light.s  to  divert  the  attention  of  thp 
Lritiil)  fleet,  and  to  induce  them  to 
imagiiie,    that   the   whole   French 
line  Ilill    kept    that     pofition,    in 
which  it  h;^d  been  Uft  feen  at  the 
clofeofday.    Under  this  deception, 
and   the  iavour  of  the  night,  the 
reft  of  their  fleet  withdrew  with  the 
utmoft  filence,  without  lights,  and 
without  any  other  iignal,  than  the 
throwing  up  of  fome  rockets,  which 
appeared    about    ten  o'clock,   and 
made  the  beil  of  their  way  to  the 
port  of  Brcil,  for  which  place  the 
wind  was  diredly  fair,  and  where 
they  accordingly  arrived  on  the  fol- 
lowing evening. 

At  day  light,  their  fleet  had  got 
to  fuch  a  dillance,  as  to  be  only 
vifible  from  the  malt  heads  of  a 
very  few  of  the  Britifh  ihips,  cx- 
icepting  the  three  fail  we  have  men- 
tioned, which  were  fHll  within  a 
U\Y  miles  to  leeward  of  fome  of  the 


neareft.     The  admiral  threw 

fignal  for  four  (hips  to  chace 

but  foon    perceiving   that 

thefe  were   not   able    to  a 

mucti  fail  as  would   even  < 

nance  the  purfuit,  he  foon  r 

ir.     4nd  taking  into  confid 

the  crippled  ftate  of  hi$  ow 

the  diitance  which  the  Frei 

gained  in  the  night,  their 

to  their  own  coads,  and   2 

fledling,  that  whatever  thc\ 

have  fuffered  in    their  hull 

had   .not    apparently   receii 

great  damage  in    their  me 

flight,    he     concluded     ap 

whole,  that  he  had  not  the 

profped  of  coming  op  wit 

and  that  neither  a  general 

tial  purfuit,  could  have  anfw 

wife  or  beneficial  purpofe. 

other  hand,    he  confidered 

vain  and  fruitlefs  purfuit  of 

and  flying  enemy  on  their  o^ 

with  a  large  fwell,  and  a  fn 

blowing  full  upon  it,  and  a 

large  and  heavy  (hips,  in  the 

pwn  was',  would  not  only  hs 

wantonly  cxpofing  it   with 

or  objed  to  great  rifque  s 

ger,  but  would  alfo  be  a  mi 

and  defeating  of  its  operat 

delaying  the  refitment  wl; 

neceffary,  for  carrying  on  tl" 

fervice  with  vigour  and  effc 

It  mull  be  obfervcd, 
account  of  this  a^ion,  and 
ceding  circumftances,  is  tal 
the  printed  trial  of  Admi 
pel.  The  aifair  has  been  i 
tated  with  violence  and  1: 
tween  parties  with  whom 
no  concern,  and  upon  a  (i 
which  we  have  not  naval  ( 
cient  to  form  any  judgmc 
as  the  evidence  is  that 
greateft  feamen,  and  me 
highlit  honour,  upon  oati 
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tke  greater  part  uocontradi^ed^ 
aad  received  by  competent  and 
ODifflpeached  fworn  judges*  we  could 
oec,  without  the  grofTeft  partiality  or 
prejadice,  receive  it  in  any  other 
way,  than  as  it  was  received  and  de- 
cided on  by  that  court  in  the  trial. 
It  ii  exceedingly  rare  for  hiilorians 
to  be  furnilked  with  fadis  (o  efla- 
biiflied. 

Tbe  lofs  of  men  in  the  Britiih 
fleets  amounted  to  133  Ilain»  and 
373  woooded.  No  officer  was  kil- 
led, and  but  very  few  wounded. 
Several  private  French  accounts 
climated  the  loft  on  their  fide  at 
2000  in  killed  and  wounded.  Their 
gazette^  publilhed  by  ambority. 
»as  fcrv  flow  in  giving  any  efti- 
nate  of  the  lofs;  they  Teemed  to 
waitibr  the  account  from  England  ; 
lad  at  ienght  fixed  it  at  fome  fmall 
Batter  more  than  that  acknowledg- 
ed by  the  Brit ifli  admiral  on  his 
fide.  Other  accounts,  and  not  ill 
fupported,  carried  tbe  lofs  in  killed 
uid  wounded  on  that  fide,  fo  high 
» 3000  men.  The  French  gazette* 
^^iAn  claiming  the  vidlory,  de- 
kribei  with  no  fmall  degree  of  fa- 
ftdoufnefs,  the  utter  aitonifhment 
of  the  French  admiral  and  of  his 
kzt^  upon  iinding  themfelves,  moil 
uniccoaaubly*  and  unexpectedly, 
IP  tie  harbour  of  Bred,  inftead  of 
jlQig,  as  they  imagined,  many 
out  AC  iea,  and  in  full  pur- 
of  tbe  enemy  towards  his  own 
The  publifher,  however, 
bitnfcIF  with  the  rcfiet^Uon, 
ftich  miiUkes  are,  in  certain 
oktf  by  no  means  uncommon,  and 
tkrcfofc  aJi^Of d  no  juft  gfound  for 
i^^tpriic  iQ  this  inftance.  Whatever 
HCiJiirca  that  nation  have  adopted 
ce  ^rJued  for  tbe  .improvement  of 

t  marine »  u  was  obferved  with 
furprixc  aod  regret  on  that 
i 


day,  and  by  fome  of  our  braveft 
and  moll  experienced  officers,  thac 
they  worked  and  manoeuvred  their 
fliips,  with  a  degree  of  feaman- 
like  addrefs  and  dexterity,  which 
they  never  before  perceived,  in  any 
opportunity  they  had,  whether  of 
war  or  of  peace,  of  coniidering  the 
maritime  abilities  of  that  people. 
Some  have  attributed  this  circum- 
ilance  to  the  number  of  American 
feamen,  who  are  fuppofed  to  have 
fcrved  on  board  the  French  fleet. 
We  do  not,  however,  know  the  fact 
to  be  at  all  founded,  that  there 
were  any  fuch  number  of  Ameri- 
cans, at  that  time  in  the  fervice 
of  France,  as  could  have  been  in 
any  degree  equal  to  the  effedl. 

However  unwilling  we  are  to 
enter  into  any  difcuffion  of  the  fub- 
jefl,  the  fubfequent  confrquences 
of  this  aAion  render  it  neceifary, 
that  we  fhould  here  take  fome  no- 
tice of  that  conduct  in  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  which  has  fince 
been  produdlive  of  fo  much  public 
enquiry  and  judicial  mv  alligation. 
It  feems  to  appear  from  iome  of 
that  fund  of  matter,  which  has 
iince  been  communicated  to  all  the 
world,  that  the  condud  of  thac 
officer,  in  not  obeying  the  fignala 
or  orders  of  his  commander  in 
chief,  was  fo  little  confonant  to  the 
refolution  which  he  had  immedi- 
ately difplayedin  the  acli  n,  (which 
is  admitted  to  have  been  equal,  and 
by  his  friends  dated  to  be  even  fu- 
perior,  to  that  of  any  other  officer) 
that  it  excited  the  mol\  general 
a(loni(hment  throughout  the  fleet. 
But  as  this  aftonifliment  was  mixed 
with,  and  a  good  deal  founded 
upon,  doubt  and  cxpeflation,  when 
thefe  remained  ungratiiied,  and  tha^ 
no  fatisfadory  explanation  was  af- 
forded, that  kind  of  friendly  won- 

[E]  4  dcr 


j^i       ANNUAL    REGIStER,    i779- 


dcr  which  was  firft  excited,  changc- 
cd,  by  no  very  abrupt  uanfnion, 
into  a  very  high  degree  of  diflikc 
and  refentfflent. 

The  fituation  of  Admiral  Keppel 
was  more  trying  and  difficult,  ihan 
any,-  almoll,  that  roan  can  expe- 
rience. The  event  of  the  day,  and 
theconfcquent  efcape  of  the  French 
fleet,  were  to  him,  trattcrs  intoler- 
ably grievoas.  As  the  reward  of 
confummate  fkill,  and  the  moll  in- 
ceffant  indullry,  fortune,  after  five 
.  days  purfuit  of  his  enemy,  pre- 
fented  him  with  one  of  thofe  fair 
opportunities,  which  (he  fo  ftldom 
offers,  of  doing  the  moll  fignal  fer- 
vice  to  his  country,  in  its  mod  cri- 
tical exigency,  and  of  raifing  his 
own  name  to  the  fubmit  of  naval 
renown  and  glory.  To  ufe  his  owa 
Words,  he  hoped  to  have  made  the 
syth  of  Jjly,  '•  a  proud  day  to 
England."  All  thei'e  mighty  ad- 
vanta.;es  to  his  country,  and  glo- 
rious revvarJs  to  himfelf,  were,  juft 
when  they  appeared  within  his 
grafp,  unaccountably  raviftied  from 
it.  The  aftion  of  the  day  was  ho- 
\  TiourSble  to  Britifh  courage,  and  to 

Biitiili  fl;ill;  but  the  fruits  of  both 
were  loft.  The  victory  was  not  de- 
ciliye;  and  the  whole  French  fqua- 
drofi  was  in  fafety  in  its  oWn  har- 
bour. Murmurs  began  to  prevail 
through  the  whole  fleet.  In  Ply- 
jrtoutn.  the  failure  of  a  complete 
yiftory  wis  attributed  to  the  admi- 
ral's oldcll  and  ciofeft  friend,  the 
vice- admiral  of  the  blue.  In  Lon- 
don his  own  condud  was  criticifed. 

The  admiral  had  feen  too  much 
of  men  and  of  fervice,  not  to  be 
difpofed  to  make  great  allowances, 
for  thofe  fudden,  and  often  'unac- 
^  tountable,  momentary  weaknefles 
and  failures  of  the  mind,  to  which 
til  mankind,  in  a  lefler  or  greater 


degree,  are  at  certain  times  liable. 
His    veneration  to   his  profeffion, 
•nd  to    the  honour  of  the    navy, 
which  he  carried  to  a  pitch  border- 
ing on   enthufiafm,   rendered   him 
exceedingly  tender,  with  rcfpcfl  to 
calling  in  quellion   the   names   of 
officers  of  diftinfiton.     Such  charges 
or  enquiries,  however  founded,  are 
apt  to  leave  a  fligma  behind  :  and 
in  any  cafe,  he  would  have  thought 
it  hard,  that  the  well-earned  meeds 
and  the  fair  charafler,  obtained  in 
a  life  of  hard  and  painful  fervice, 
fhould  at   once  be  bhfled,  by  the 
rigid  conftruftion  of  a  Angle  aift,  or 
the  lapfe  or  weaknefs  of  a  moment. 
lU  had  no  doubt  of  the  bravery  of 
his    vice-admiral,   and  he  did  not 
think    error   or   miftake   fufficient 
grounds  for  fubjefting  him  to  fuch 
an  ordeal.     Hi^  nature  befldes,  dif- 
pofed   him  to  think  favourably  of 
others;  and   a   modification  of  the 
fame  difpofifion,  rendered  him  in- 
traflable,  in  conceiving  evil  of  his 
friends. 

If  on  the  other  hand  it  might  be 
jurtly  faid,  that  no  private  confider- 
ations  or  motives  whatever,  were 
at  all  to  be  put  in  competition  with 
thofe  public  ties,  which  were  to 
operate 'Upon  him,  as  a  commander 
in  chief,  a  ilatefman,  and  a  lover 
of  his  country;  it  feemed  not  diffi- 
cult to  (hew,  that  in  this  iailance, 
his  publJt  duty  happily  coincided 
with  his  natural  difpofifion;  and 
that  a  temperate  condu6l  was  the 
rood  perfc6l  policy.  A  great  troll 
and  no  lefs  public  cxpedation,  was 
repofed  in  him.  Untoward  and 
unhappy  ai  the  prefcnt  erent  was, 
it  was  ftill  the  bufinefs  of  a  wife 
man  to  conform  himfelf  to  his  fitu- 
ation ;  and  it  was  no  lefs  the  duty 
of  a  good  citizen,  than  it  muft  be 
the  inclination  oF  a  man,  who  held 
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ikiAereft)  of  his  country  dear  at 
hii  heart,  not  to  be  warped  by  aoy 
bye  motives,  or  by  axiy  perfonal  rc- 
fentments,  from  uiing  every  means 
to  convert  that  lituation,  fuch  as 
it  wai,  to  her  greacefl  poilible  be- 
nefit. 

The  great  national  objefl  now 
before  him  was  (Irait  and  dired ;. 
and  that  confided,  in  the  ufing 
every  poffible  exertion  for  rendering 
the  fleet  fit  for  immediate  fervice. 
This  was  only  to  be  attained  by 
temper  and  unanimity.  A  reiro- 
fped  into  the  condufl  of  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  mud  necef- 
iarily  have  fufpended  the  whole 
operations  of  the  fleet;  and  that 
not  only  io  the  midft  of  a  cam- 
paign, hot  in  one  of  the  molt  pe- 
riloQs  feafons  this  country  ever 
faw,  and  when  every  moment 
ieemed  liable  to  the  proJu^tion  of 
the  moft  extraordinary  events.  The 
bigh  degree  of  power  and  favour 
in  which  that  officer  then  flood, 
and  the  official,  if  not  court  fup- 
port,  which  it  was  well  known  he 
voold  receive  on  any  queflion,  all 
tended  to  render  the  meafure  flill 
■ore  ineligible,  and  to  point  out 
the  pernicious  confequences  wuh 
refpedto  therfervice;  and  of  couri'e 
the  poblic  detriment  which  it  mull 

The  commander  in  chief  accord- 
ta^y>  with  admirable  temper, 
4ta  ao  lei's  pmdcfice,  conformed 
1^  coMud  to  the  neceflity  of  his 
fiteuioft  I  holding  up  the  public 
tecufiry  and  iitterelb,  as  the  only 
object*  of  bis  direaicn.  He  made 
Bocbtrge  againjl  the  vice-admiral 
of  iht  blue ;  and  what  feemed 
modi  more  fingolar.  that  officer, 
who  could  not  poJTibiy  be  ignorant 
9i  iome  considerable  part  of  the 
levrtl  cfea  wluch  it  produced. 


and  whofe  honour  feemed  to  be 
particularly  touched  by  the  public 
meflfjgc  delivered  by  Capt.  Wind- 
for,  as  well  as  by  other  circum* 
flances,  did  not  offer  any  apology 
for,  nor  enter  into  any  explaoatioo 
of,  any  part  of  his  condud. 

The  public  letter,  giving  an 
account  of  the  adtion,  which  the 
admiral  was  neceflarily  to  write  to 
the  Admiralty,  and  which  was  of 
courfe  to  be  publiflied  in  the  Ga- 
zette, became,  however  to  him,  a 
matter  of  no  fmall  difficulty.  It 
was  not  indeed  eafy  to  write  fuch 
an  account  of  4hat  tranfadtion,  as 
would  be  fitting  to  meet  the  public 
eye,  and  to  undergo  its  invefliga. 
tion,  without  a  recital  of  particu- 
lars, which  it  would  have  been 
contrary  to  the  fyflem  of  conduft 
he  was  depermined  to  purfue,  to 
have  brought  into  notice.  He^ 
however,  chofe  rather  to  fubmic 
a  letter  to  the  cenfure  and  criti« 
cifm  of  the  public,  than  to  depart 
from  that  line  of  adion  which  h^e 
had  laid  down.  The  letter  was 
very  fliort,  very  general,  and  very 
barren  of  information.  It  flated 
fads  fo  far  as  it  went,  threw  no 
blame  upon  any  body,  and  com- 
mended the  bravery  of  the  officers 
in  general,  and  of  the  two  vice- 
admirals  in  particular. 

This  approbation  was,  how- 
ever, afterwards  obferved  to  be 
only  applied  to  the  particular  cir- 
cumflances,  and  to 'the  immediate 
time  of  the  adion  ;  the  fubfequenc 
tranfadtions  of  the  afternoon,  were, 
in  general,  thrown  into  the  fliade  ; 
and  the  caufes  that  prevented  a  re- 
newal of  the  engagement,  were 
left  in  Ajch  obfcurity,  as  drew  no 
fmall  fliare  of  public  cenfure  upqii 
the  admiral  himfelf.  Captain 
Faulknor,  who  was  the  bearer  of 

this 
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thii  letter,  was,  however,  entraft- 
cd  with  a  verbal  meflage  from  his 
admiral  to  the  firft  lord  of  the  ad- 
miraity*  which  feems  evideotiy  to 
have  been  iotended  to  open  the  way 
for  farther  explanation,  if  the  ma- 
rine  minifter  had  reqabed  it ;  and 
which  the  oblcurity  and  deficiency 
of  the  public  letter  feemed  to  de- 
tnaod.  The  meiTa^e,  (which  the 
captain  repeated  twice  to  the  mi- 
nifler,  without  iu  being  productive 
either  of  obfenration  or  enquiry) 
was  in  the  following  words,  viz. 
**  Give  my  compliments  to  Lord 
"  Sandwich,  and  tell  him  I  have 
'*  more  to  fay  to  him  than  I  think 
**  it  proper  to  put  in  my  public 
**  letter ;  and  if  it  is  his  Jordlhip's 
«<  pleafure  to  afk  m^  any  qneftion, 
«*  1  am  ready  to  wait  on  i\ioi." 

The  admiral  having  left  a  proper 
force  to  protect  the  homeward  trade, 
returned  to  Plymouth  to  relit.  He 
foon  experienced  the  benefit  arifing 
from  the  wife  and  temperate  ccn- 
da£l  which  he  had  purfued.  Una- 
nimity prevailed  among  the  officers, 
and  every  exertion  was  ufed  in  get- 
ting the  fleet  again  ready  for  kn. 
To  ufe  his  own  wor^s  upon  his  de* 
fence,  by  ujiog  the  difcrttio^i  which 
he  thought  was  in  him,  he  pre- 
fer ved  concord  in  the  fleet,  promp- 
titude in  the  fervice,  and  dignity 
to  the  country.  In  the  mean  time 
a  letter  was  received  from  the. Ad- 
miralty, declaring  in  the  roofl  ex- 
plicit terms,  his  majefly's  full  ap- 
probation of  the  admiral's  condnCl ; 
accompanied  with  the  congratula- 
tions of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
Vpon  his  viftory. 


The  fleet  afterwards  kept  the 
fea,  as  long  as  the  approaching 
winter  feafon  conld  admit.  The 
French  fleet  had  alfo  got  oat  of 
fireft  ;  and  ftill  purfued  the  fame 
principle  of  conduA  in  avoiding 
adion,  which  they  had  hitherto 
manifefled.  fnftead  of  dire6ling 
their  courfe  where  they  were  fare 
of  encountering  an  enemy,  they 
made  their  way  to  the  fouihward, 
whei%  they  were  as  certain  of  meet- 
ing none;  and  where  their  croize 
could  aofwer  no  other  purpofe  than 
merely  that  of  parade.  Thos  whilli 
they  were  loitering  about  Cape 
Finiflerre,  their  own  coails  and  the 
bay  were  totally  abandoned  :o  the 
Britifli  fleet,  who  were  in  vain 
endeavouring  to  obtain  intelligence 
of  them.  And  by  this  means, 
whiill  our  own  trade  arrived  from 
the  different  quarters  of  the  world, 
in  a  flaie  of  iecurity,  fcarcely  ex- 
ceeded by  that  of  peace,  the  French 
commerce  became  a  prey  to  oar 
cruizers,  in  a  degree,  which  few 
former  wars  have  equalled  for  the 
time. 

The  reception  which  the  admiral 
ii\et  with  upon  his  return  from  fea, 
both  at  court  and  at  the  admiralty^ 
equalled  the  moftfangoine  expe^a- 
tions  which  he  conld  form,  from 
that  approbation  already  expreflfed 
of  his  conduct  By  his  Majefty, 
he  was  honoured  with  the  moft  gra- 
cious ^expreifiona  of  fatisfadion, 
favour,  and  efleem ;  and  the  be- 
haviour of  the  firfl  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty, was  not  lefs  fiatteriog  in 
its  degree. 


C  H  A  r. 
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Spmbfhmtbe  throne.  Amendment  mo'vfd  to  the  aidrtfs  in  the  Houfe  o^ 
CemmfMS.  Great  Debates.  Amendment  rejeS.d  upon  a  di'vifeon.  Op- 
ptfiti^n  to  the  addrefs  in  general ,  in  the  Hou/e  of  Lords ^  but  no  amendment 
fr^ftd*  Addrefs  carried  upon  a  divifeon.  Motion  to  addrefs  the  Cronun^ 
in  the  Houft  of  Commons,  for  a  difavotval  of  certain  paffagcs  in  thi  lat§ 
naifcpo  iffued  by  the  CommiJJioners  at  Nenu  Tork.  The  motion  ^  after 
ifug  debates,  rejeded  upon  a  dti;ifton.  Similar  motion  by  the  Marquis  of 
Rickingham,  like*wife  caufes  much  debate y  and  is  reje^icd  upon  a  di'vifion* 
fr9ttfi,  Circumjlances^  tohich  tended  to  the  rendering  the  late  atlion 
tff  Breftt  ei  fubjeS  of  parliamentary  difcuffon.  Admiral  Keppel,  being 
eaUid  upon,  gives  fame  account  of  that  bufi.re/s  in  tj?e  Houfe  of  Commons. 
Aafwered  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  Reply.  Court  martial  ordered  for  the 
trial  of  Admiral  Keppel.  ConduQ  of  the  admiralty  cenfured  and  fup^ 
fvrtti:  !^eftion,  relative  to  the  di/'cretionary  powers  cf  that  board, 
mt:b  agitated.  Bill  bror^ght  in  and  paffed,  for  the  holding  of  the  trial 
9f  Admiral  Keppel  on  Jbore,  (in  confideration  of  his  ill  flate  of  health) 
infitad  of  its  being  held  a  board  jhip,  as  before  pi  efcribed  by  the  law, 
kecefs. 


MANY  circamftances  contri- 
bttted  to  render  the  meeting 

NoT.j6d,,  of  P?'l«'»;nt.  «  *e 
g      Opening  of  the  Jeflion 
''  *      on  which  we  are  now 
to  enter,  an  obje^  of  peculiar  ex- 
pedidua  to  the  public.     The  clofe 
oftke  firft  campaign  of  a  war  with 
France,  opened   a  wide  field  for 
<BiaiiSon>  as  well   as  fpeculation. 
Tbe  prmcip^l  officers  who  had  held 
commands  in  ^^m  erica,  were  now 
RtarQcd  to  iheir  feats  in  parlia- 
lUfit.      The    Commiffioners    ap- 
pointed u^ujer  Atk   2&.  of  the  lad 
IfficKd  to  fcule  chc  diftorbantes  in 
iaieri^,  wrre    like  wife  returned. 
AA4dcticiugh  the  unfortunate  event 
6r  the  pro^oBtions  was  well  known, 
much  infoTntation,  with  regard  to 
t^  miUiir^,  as  dell  as  to  the  civil 
liiiri  of  tJfat   coanti^,   was  ex- 
|pe3ed  ftam  the  ability  and  (lations 
cf  th«  gentlemen  who  were  joined 
iu  iW  comcni(rion.    An  opinioa  of 


certain  differences  between  the 
commidioners  and  commanders, 
excited  the  curiofity  of  all  men ; 
people  being  ever  fure  to  look  on 
with  a  peculiar  intereft,  when  the 
importance  of  public  queflions  \% 
enlivened  by  a  mixture  of  perfonai 
anecdote. 

The  fpeech  from  the  throne  was 
replete  with  complaints,  of  the  un- 
exampled and  unprovoked  hoflility 
of  the  court  of  France,  With  re- 
gard to  the  events  of  the  war,  it 
was  (hort  and  inexplicit.  Ground- 
ing the  hopes  of  fjccefs  on  future 
exertions,  on  the  flate  of  prepara- 
tion, and  on  the  fpirit  of  the  peo- 
ple, more  than  on  the  actions  of 
the  campaign  ;  which  were  alluded 
CO  with  a  coldnefs,  that  might  eaflly 
be  conftrued  into  cenfure.  Notice 
was,  however,  taken  of  the  pro- 
tection afforded  to  commerce,  and 
of  the  large  reprifals  made  npoa 
the  injurious  aggreffor^. 

Thp 
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The  profcflions  of  neutral  powers 
were  reprelcivtfd  as  friendly ;  but 
their  armamenis  fufpicious— The 
failure  of  ihe  conciliatory  meafures, 
was  regretted — The  necefiity  of  ac- 
tive exertions  by  ica  and  land, 
pointed  ouc  by  the  dtuaiion  of  af- 
fairs, was  urged  in  general  tenns^ 
without  rpecifying  any  plan  of  ope- 
jrations— With  regard  to  the  Ame- 
rican war»  a  total  illeace  was  ob- 
ferved. 

The  addrcfs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  with  the  ufual  profef- 
£ons  of  attachment  and'  fupport, 
repeated,  in  nearly  the  fame  ex- 
preffioQS,  the  fentiments  contained  ' 
3n  the  fpeech.  The  oppofition 
moved  to  fubftitutej  in  the  place  of 
part  of  the  addrefs,  the  following 
amendment-^"  To  affure  his  Ma- 
jeily,  that  with  the  truefl  zeal  for 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the 
warmed  afFeflion  for  his  Majelly's 
perfon  and  family,  the  Houle  was 
ready  to  give  the  mod  ample  fup. 
port  to  fuch  meafures  as  might  be 
thought  neceiTary  for  the  defence 
of  thefe  kingdoms,  or  for  fruQ ra- 
ting the  defigns  of  that  re  ill  efs 
power,  which  has  fo  often  difturbed 
the  peace  of  Europe ;  but  that 
they  thought  it  one  of  their  mod 
important  duties,  in  the  prefent 
melancholy  pollure  of  affairs,  to 
enquire  by  wliac  fatal  councils, 
and  unhappy  fyilems  of  policy,  this 
country  had  been  reduced  from  that 
fplendid  fituation,  which  in  the 
early  part  of  bis  Majelly's  reign,, 
made  her  the  envy  of  all  Europe, 
to  fucK  a  dangerous  date,  as  that 
which  had  of  late  called  forth  our 
utmoil  exertions,  without  any  ade- 
quate benefit." 

•  It  was  contended  on  the  fide  of 
pppoiictoii,  that  if  the  unanimity, 
fo  itrongly  recommeaded  by  the 


propofers  of  the  addrefs,  was  in- 
deed an  infallible  refource  in  the 
ruin    of    public    affairs,    the   mi-' 
nillers,    it    muff    be    owned,    had 
ufed   every    means   to  induce   the 
people  to  concur  in  its  neceifity. 
But,  they  faid,  that  the  utility  of 
a  general  concurrence  in  any  tocR'^ 
iure,  depended   entirely   upon   the 
wifdom  of  the  meafure  in  queffion. 
That  the  approbation  of  meafures 
muff  be  either  retrofpedive,orpro- 
fpedlive.     With  regard  to  the  firil, 
no  plans   already  executed,   could 
be  affeded  by  any  fubfequent  dif- 
ference of  opinion.     With  regard 
to  the   latter,  as  no  plan  for  the 
condudt  oi  the  war  was  announced 
in  the  fpeech,  or  even  hinted  at  by 
miniffers,   to  agree  to   unanimity 
open   an  obje6l  not  yet  propofed, 
was  perfectly  abfurd.     Then  what 
was  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  unani- 
mity, but  the  recommendation  of 
a  fet  of  men,  who  were  known   to 
agree  with  each  other  in    no   one 
article,    of    difpofition,   principle, 
council,    or    action  ?    Unanimity, 
they  faid,  was  a  plaufible  and  fpc- 
cious  word,    but  the   thing  could 
hardly  ever  exiff;  becaufe  the  wife 
and    the    ignorant   would    alwavs 
differ  ;*  and  if  it  ever  ffiould  cake 
place,  infinite  mifchief  would  en- 
fue,   as    that    could    only  happen 
through  the  prevalence  of  obffina- 
cy,  which  is  the  natural  and  coa- 
ffant  companion  of  folly..  That,  in 
the  prefent  itiffan^e,  it  would  ferve 
only  to  give  fandion  to  the  paft, 
and  energy  to  the  future  blunders 
of  ad  mini  ff  ration  ;  and  to  commit 
the  fate  of  the  nation  in  a  new  and 
fiill   more   dangerous   war  to,  the 
inability  of  the   fame  men,  who 
had  iu'fo  wretched,  and  fo  ruinous 
a  manner  conduced  the  old.  That, 
to  codcur  in    an   addrefs,    which 
conveyed 
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conveyed  an  idea  of  the  ilighteft 
(atisfadion  in  ihe  prefcnt  minillers» 
iortead  of  producing  vigour  in  cur 
own  exertionsy  or  terror  in  our  ene- 
mtiy  woaid  only  ferve  to  fill  Eng* 
liihinen  wiih  defpair,  and  French- 
neo  with  joy  and  confidence,  at 
feeing  that  the  deliberative  go- 
verofflcnt  was  as  abjed  as  the  exe- 
cutive was  contemptible,  and  that 
tbe  incapacity  of  the  one,  could  only 
he  equalled  by  the  leivilicy  of  the 
other. 

Confidering  the  tpeech  frcm  the 
tlirone,  merely  as  the  words  of  the 
ninifter,  it  was  infilled,  that  it  ad- 
viQced  an  abfolute  falfehood.     For 
'  the  fpeech  alTerted,  that  our  arms 
had  not   been  attended    with  the 
ioccefs  which    the   juilice   of  our 
ciufe,  and  the  vigour  of  cur  exer- 
tioas,    fremed    to   promife.      But 
tkey  infided,  that  the  fuecefs  was 
^  {greater  than  could  have  been 
«tpefted,   confidering  the   inferio- 
nty  of  our  fleets,  and  the  (hame- 
ful  tardinefs  of  our   preparations. 
That,  taking    in    thefe     circum- 
fcncci,  our  efcaping  in  any  man- 
■w  from  ruin  or  difgrace,  might 
«vll  be  accounted  as  a  very  high 
<icgwc  of  good   fortune;  and  in- 
deed,  as  far  exceeding  all  rational 
^■^pcd^tion.    And  ihat  confequent- 
H^t  "  ibe  fpeech  not  rn!y  afferted  a 
K(fclfeftood»   but   tliat  it  alfo  threw  a 
BAtie,  unjulh  and   illiberal  flander, 
^^w  tbe  ctitntnafidcr^  in  the  fcrvicc 
,       ^fth-^irown;    JoAding   them  with 
1  ten  fur  c  %hich  ought  to  fall   on 
j^lbf  rai43!icrs  atoi'^e*** 
J^^    further    urged,    that   the 
^xnc?ud<d   no   Icfs  than  a  di. 
KW  upon  p^.rliamcnt,  in  call- 
f^  tHjt  late    tnrifures  which  had 
I     dcii  taken  to  pacify  America,  the 
I    phttlof  pJirliftmcnc.     That  the  ar- 
rival of  th«  commifiioners  at  Phi- 


ladelphia, without  any  knowledge 
of  the  intention  to  evacuate  thic 
city,  had  faddled  them  from  the 
beginning  with  the  dilirud  whicla 
was  held  of  their  immedia:c  em- 
ployers, and  had  taken  away  that 
appearance  of  opennefs,  and  that 
opinion  of  confidence  and  autho- 
rity, which  form  the  neceffary 
foundation  of  every  treaty  and 
every  pacification.  It  was  aiked, 
whether  the  glaring  aV»furdity  of 
that  condudl  was  the  plan  of  par- 
liament ?  Or  was  parliament  call- 
ed together  every  winter  for  no 
other  purpofe,  than  to  relieve  the 
miniilers  from  the  yearly  burthea 
of  difgrace,  which  was  the  certaia 
refuh  of  all  their  meafurcs. 

The  conciliatory  propofitions 
themfelves  were  arraigned,  as  be- 
ing at  once  humiliating  to  Eng- 
land, and  unfatisfiiftory  to  Ame- 
rica. But,  ic  was  aiferted,  that 
notwithftanding  its  defeds  and  ab- 
furdiiy,  the  adoption  of  that  fcheme 
could  not  be  faid  to  be  wholly 
ufelefs— P'or  it  had  cut  up  by  the 
roots,  every  fallacious  argument, 
by  which  minifters  had  beguiled 
the  nation  into  the  fatal  American 
war,  by  the  univerfal  fnrrender  of 
all  its  objcfls. 

With  regard  to  the  fyflem  to  be 
recommended  in  the  condufl  of 
the  Vrar,  oppofition  feemcd  to  hold 
no  fecond  opinion,  and  to  c<ll  out» 
as  with  one  voice — Attack  France 
— France,  Jiiid  they,  entered  into 
alliance  v. i:h  America  from  mo- 
tives of  inicreft.  When  Ihe  finds 
herielf  vi^orouily  attacked,  and 
feels  the  heavy  imprcifions  of  war, 
with  all  their  consequences  and 
di  lire  fibs,  in  her  own  dominion s« 
fhe  will  grow  weary  of  the  profpedl 
of  remote  and  uncertain  advan-« 
tages,   and  abandon  an  ally,  from 

whom 
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whom  (he  receives  nothing  bat  a 
participation  of  war  and  calamity, 
—On  the  other  hand,  they  faid, 
the  rpirit  of  America  is  faftaiaed 
hy  the  powerful  incentives,  both  of 
liberty  and  felf-prefcrvarion.  Every 
effort  we  make  to  fubdue  that 
fpiric,  drives  our  colonies  fiill  more 
into  the  arms  of  France;  who,  in 
the  mean  time,  feels  no  inconve- 
nience from  the  protedion  (he  af- 
fords. And  confequently,  every 
drop  of  Englifli  blood  which  we 
Ihed  in  America,  ferves  only  to 
cement  an  alliance,  fatal  to  the 
power  and  happinefs  of  the  Britiih 
empire. 

On  (he  other  fide,  the  friends  of 
adminiflration  feemed  rather  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  fpeech,  by 
declining  to  enter  into  a  difcuflion 
of  the  po}icy  of  the  American  war  : 
either,  becaofe  it  was  not  thought 
prudent  to  avow  the  determination 
they  had  made  in  their  own  mtnds> 
or  that  they  chofe  to  leave  them- 
felves  open,  to  embrace  whatever 
fyftem  of  conduct,  the  necefTity  of 
affairs  might  hereafter  require.  Bat 
upon  the  paft  condudi  of  the  war, 
and  the  preparation  and  diilribu- 
tion  of  the  armaments  employed  in 
the  fummer,  they  entered  into  a  de- 
tailed juiHfication. 

They  faid,  that  if  the  fleet  un- 
der Admiral  Byron,  had  been  fenc 
out  earlier  than  it  was,  an  oppor- 
tunity would  have  been  given  to 
the  fleet  under  M.  d'EHaing,  to 
have  joined  that  at  Bred ;  and 
thereby,  that  France  would  have 
obtained  a  fuperiority  in  the  Chan* 
nel.  That  fuch  a  conduct  would 
have  left  us  in  a  ftate  of  weaknefs 
at  home*  of  whith  it  would  be  im- 
polTible  t^iat  th^,  enemy  fhould  not 
take  advantage.  That,  by  main- 
taining the  fuperiority  in  (he  Chan* 


oe),  we  prevented  France  from 
making  oar  own  feas,  the  fcene-  of 
her  exertions:  and  in  a  manner 
obliged  her  to  deuch  and  divide 
ber  forces.  And»  wkit  naoon 
would  not,  if  ihe  could,  keep  the 
feat  of  war  at  a  diftance  from  her 
own  territories  ? 

It  was  likewife  contended,  that 
the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia, 
was  a  meafare  didhated  by  the 
foandeft  principles  of  policy.  For, 
they  faid,  that  on  the  acceffion  of 
France  to  this  war,  the* defence  of 
our  own  ifland^«  and  the  attacking 
hers,  became  an  objeft,  though 
not,'  as  the  oppofition  would  have 
it,  an  exclufive  objca.  That  this 
of  neceflSty  drew  oflF  a  coniiderable 
body  of  our  troops;  and  the  grand 
army  being  thiis  weakened,  it  had 
been  judged  neceflary  to  diminifli 
the  extent  of  our  line«  in  order  to 
unite  and  compact  our  forces. 
That  it  was  too  well  known  to 
require  argument  or  proof*  that 
the  operation  of  a  dofely  onited 
force  was  far  more  efficacious,  fcrv. 
ing  at  once  to  rmprefs  terror,  and 
to  overpower  refiftance,  than  if  it 
had  been  weakened  by  extenfton 
and  didaoce.  That,  to  garrifon 
every  town  on  the  continent  of 
America,  was  an  undertaking  for 
which  no  army  coold  fuffice ;  and 
that  an  attempt  of  the  fort,  was 
certainly  not  the  method,  by  which 
any  man  could  hope  to  craih  the 
prefent  rebellion.  It  being  there- 
fore neceflary  to  compact  the  forces 
into  one  body,  the  only  queftion 
was,  when  one  or  the  other  mull 
be  adopted,  whether  New  York 
or  Penfylvania  (hoatd  be  aban- 
doned? And,  faid  they,  what  rea- 
foft  could  be  afligned  for  colle^ing 
the  whole  army  into  Philadelphia  i> 
The  dtaation  is  not  near  fo  central 

with 
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with  regtrd  to  the  colonies  as  New 
York ;  Mr  is  it  near  fo  coovenieot 
io  other  refpeds,  whether  with  re- 
gard  to  the  co-operation  of  the 
fleet,  the  receiving  of  fupplies, 
or  to  ibe  general  operations  of  the 
war. 

Thefe  arguments    xnaft    be  al- 
kwed  to  be  fatisfadlory  with  regard 
to  the  meafure  in  qoeftioo.     Bat 
theoppofen  of  adminillration  were 
teo  acate,   not   to  turn  tbetn    to 
tbdr  o«m  advantage.    They    ac- 
cor^Bgly  afierted,  that  the  jufttfi- 
atioa  of  the  individnal  meafure, 
wij  tiie  full  condemnation  of  the 
wble  fyf^em  from  which  it  arofe. 
Tbat  the  advocates  of  the  Ame- 
liao  WIT,    had    themfelvea    now 
fbllf  demgnflrated  the    impoflibi- 
liEy  of   fuccefs.      For   they   had 
Mm,  that  every  advance  which 
lie  army  could  make  in  America, 
itdicrd  it  to  this  alternative,  et- 
tker,  by  retaining  the  acqaifition 
■0  dipide  and   debilitate  its  own 
flmigth,  or  elfe   to  ftand  expofed 
to  tk  difgrace  and   mortification, 
V  treading   back  their  own  fteps, 
to  ihew  the  inutility  of  all   their 
Unm.      That     no     man    could 
4mm  of  conquer ing  a  continent, 
h  hiing  down  in  a  fingle  town. 
'tht  tbcfefore,  while  the    nation 
fof  Red  in  carrying  on  an  oSen£ve 
«ar  in  America,  whether  our  ar- 
Bf  advanf^,  whether  it  retreated, 
frvfaethei:  it  ftood  ftill,  the  eiFta 
be    the   fame;  a  fruitlefs, 
I,  expenfive,  and  cruel,  be- 
iiflfe  uniieccflary,  war. 

AUhougb  the  miniftcrs  were  ob- 
ktffi  to  dfdine  entering  into  a 
kb}ti\,  which  had  already  been 
^  Gfte9»  and  ib  thoroughly  de* 
^f4»  tfid  upon  which  their  ad- 
terfiuief  always  flic  wed  a  deft  re  to 
t)HH^    &fofe   from    a 


new  and  unexpeAed  quarter,  an 
advocate  for  the  continuation  of 
the  fyllem  of  coercion.  One  of 
the  gentlemen  employed  in  the 
late  com  million  to  America,  whe- 
ther the  information  he  received 
Id  that  country  induced  him  to 
confide  in  the  operation  of  force, 
or  whether  a  nearer  view  of  the 
objedl,  mixed  with  a  fenfe  of  dif- 
appointment  at  the  failure  of  one 
plan  of  pacification,  had  animated 
him  with  the  hopes  of  conqueil,  in 
a  long  fpeech,  here  and  there  in- 
terfperfed  with  fome  exprellions  of 
diffidence,  ftrongly  urged  the  con* 
tinuance  of  an  offenfive  war  with 
America. 

He  faid  his    view   had    always 
been,    that   force    fhould    accom- 
pany conceffion,  and  that  the  Ame* 
ricans  fliould  fee  in  this   country, 
a  manly  determined  fpirit  of  per- 
feverance  :  that  thereby  they  might 
be   moved    to    confider  well,    be* 
tween  the  evils  of  war  in  a  dubious 
conteft,  and  the  immediate  advan- 
tages  of   peace    upon  honourable 
and  advantageous  terms.     He  faid, 
it   was    necefTary   to   confirm    the 
minds  of  your  friends,  as  well  as 
to  terrify   your  enemies ;  that   he 
believed  two- thirds  of  the  people 
of  America,    fully    defired   to  re- 
turn   to    their    anticnc   connection 
with  Great  Britain ;  that  nothing 
but  a  furrounding  army,   and  the 
diffidence  they  had  in  the  fupport 
of   government,     prevented     that 
fpirit  from  breaking  out  into  a^s 
of    hoHility    with     the    Congrefs. 
And    that     therefore      the    failure 
of   the   conciliatory  plans,  was   to 
be  imputed   to  the  fudden  retreat 
of  the  army  from  Philadelphia,  and 
not  to  the  weaknefs  of  (he  EngliOi 
iRLcrell  there. 

Notwith* 
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Notwithftanding  the  general  ten- ' 
dency  of  that  geDtlemao's  fpeech 
in  favour  of  the  views  of  admi- 
niflration,  he  declared,  that  he 
did  not  imagine  the  prefent  mi- 
niflers  were  able  to  draw  forth  the 
refources  which  England  afforded, 
or  to  apply  them  with  ability  fuf- 
ficient,  to  compafs  lo  important  an 
objed  af  the  redudion  of  the  difco- 
bedient  provinces,  fiot  on  the 
ether  hand  he  was  afraid,  that 
thofe  .who  were  likely  to  fucceed 
them,  although  they  might  be 
poflefled  of  greater  capacity,  and 
snore  of  the  public  con bde nee,  were 
too  defirous  of  furrendering  all  the 
objedts  of  the  contefl,  without  any 
ftrugglCt  at  all  equal  to  the  antient 
reputation  of  England.  That,  he 
acknowledged  the  fit  nation  to  be 
^tremely  perilous,  and  the  danger 
great ;  but  that  on  fuch  occaiions» 
the  noble  qualities  of  the  human 
mind,  perfeverance,  fortitude,  and 
the  love  of  our  country,  (bine  in 
their  greateft  lullre. 

After  a  very  long  and  vehement 
debate^  the  Houfe  at  length  di- 
vided, about  half  paft  two  in  the 
morning,  when  the  amendment 
was  rejeded  by  a  majority  of  226 
to  a  107. 

The  addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  was  neceiTarily  fupported 
upon  much  the  fame  ground  with 
that  of  the  Hoafe  of  Commons. 
THe  numerous  public  and  private 
virtues  of  the  fovereign  were  largely 
expatiated  upon,  in  order  to  plice 
in  the  ftrongeft  point  of  view,  the 
obflinacy,  ingratitude,  and  bale- 
nefs,  of  his  rebellious  fubje^s  in 
America;  Whilft  the  royal  good 
faith  with  ref,  e6k  to  foreign  na- 
tionsy  and  his  Majelly's  religious 
adherence  to  treaties,  were  no  lels 
ftrQOgly   contrailed  with  tiie  per- 


fidious condufl  of  France, 
ufual  arguments  were  ufc 
unanimity  and  perfeverani 
the  American  war ,  for  th< 
from  the  national  danger;  1 
fecond,  from  the  ioic  of 
and  fafety  which  mull  be  fu 
in  abandoning  that  great  co 
to  France, 

On  the  other  fide,  the  I 
op  portion  propofed  •  no  ; 
roent  to  tho  addrefs  ;  bv 
demning  it  entirely  in 
parts,  (as  they  did  the  nu 
tde  fpeech  idelt)  would 
abfolute  negative  on  the 
Here  too  the  topics  were  io 
ral  fimilar  to  thofe  u(ed 
other  Houfe.  Enquiry,  the 
full  and  complete  enquiry 
the  condudt  of  the  war,  an 
the  real  ilate  of  public  afii 
now  the  proper  and  imi 
obje£l  of  parliament.  Th 
no  feaiba  for  fending  the  \ 
adulation  to  the  throne, 
now  a  matter  of  neceffit] 
the  eyes  of  the  Sovereign 
be  opened  to  the  real  ftatc 
affairs  ;  and  it  would  be  d 
to  himfelf,  as  well  as  tre 
the  date,  to  conceal  any 
the  dangers  of  his  fituation 
arguments  ufed  for  promot 
addrefs,  appeared  to  then 
cogent  arguments  for  e 
1  he  lofs  of  our  honour,  tl 
ger  of  the  nation,  the  difc 
in  every  part  of  the  Brittfl 
nions,  and  the  diffentiont 
navy  and  army,  originating 
ill  conduct  of  c;Qvcrnment, 
for  diicutTion  and  remedy. 
did,  and  could  only  or 
from  a  'weak  and  a  wicked 
of  government.  A  fyflem 
ed  upon  falfe  principles; 
by  obllinacy»   folly,  and  c 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE. 


[-81 


m  hj  mdice ;  and  ioevitably 
taidbg  by  Vh  own  nature  to  ruin 
tnd  ddlruSton.  This  fyftcm, 
tbey  fud,  muit  be  totally  effaced : 
t£ft  SH?!!  and  new  meafarea  muft 
be  adopted,  before  any  faccefs 
ciQ  be  rationally  expeded  in  war» 
orfecurity  or  honour  in  peace. 

Tlic  brdi  in  adminiflration  could 
BOt  refrain  from  expreiEng  their  a- 
loailbment  at  the  new  andextraor- 
^17    meafure,  of  attempting  to 

Injed  the  whole  of  the  addrefs  to 
iSit  ibrone^  without  a  fobltitution 
of  any  oUier  in  its  room.  An 
tmKidinent,  ihcy  faid,  of  any  of 
tbc  parts,  might  have  been  ex- 
peded^  or  if  it  had  even  extend- 
d  to  an  ft1ter«tion  of  the  whole, 
btb  u  to  matter  and  purpofe*  it 
«oiild  not  have  excited  furprize: 
b(U  the  attempt  to  put  a  dired 
lod  iaK|oa]ifie<l  negative  upon  the 
viirole  addrefs,  without  offering  or 
bi£o<tiitg  any  other  in  its  room, 
HI  a  meafure,  probably  une- 
4ttM  tn  the  hiftory  of  parlia- 
ttiT.  It  was  fitting,  they  faid, 
l»  acamine  what  degree  of  confe- 
^oewe  the  import  of  this  oncon- 
mmd  negative  would  amount 
ttb  His  Majeily  comes  to  par]ia-> 
Kit  10  feck  the  aid  of  his  people, 
I  Ar  repelltitg  and  defeating  the 
^dlous  and  dangerous  defiens 
of  FfiDce)  openly  leagued  with 
m  own  rebellious  fubjeds,  for 
1^  Itibverfion  of  his  (late  and 
gofrnimtnc*  What  anfwer  does 
^  propofed  negative  make  to  this 
rtcjail^non?  U  will  fubflantially 
^tzhn  to  ill  Europe,  that  we  are 
^noinijied  to  afford  tim  neither 
aid  nor  Aipport  againft  his  trea- 
cAcfOiti  enemies  ;  ,and  that  his  do- 
i&miont  arc  to  lie  at  the  mercy  of 
Fnace. 
Tb  etoojula  of  the  conteft  be* 


tween  this  country  and  America^ 
were  now,  they  faid,  totally  fhift- 
ed;  it  was  no  longer  a  que(lion» 
^as  formerly,  whether  that  conti* 
nent  was  worth  the  rifque  and  ex- 
pence  of  recovering,  as  a  part  of 
the  Britilh  dominions;  but  the 
queftion  now  was,  whether  we 
(hould  fink  without  refiftaoce,  un- 
der the  joint  force  of  France  and 
America,  and  fubmit  to  whatever 
terms  they  were  pleafed  to  dic- 
tate, or  whether  we  (hould  en- 
deavour by  the  moft  vigorous  ex- 
ertions, at  once  to  puniQi  our 
traiterous  and  per(idious  foes,  and 
by  di(rolving  their  unnatural  con- 
jundion,  to  reftore  the  former 
unity,  power,  and  fplendour  of 
the  empire.  For  as  affurs  now 
flood,  it  was  impoffible,  they  faid, 
,to  feparate  France  and  America* 
even  in  idea,  as  to  any  purpofe 
or  confequence  of  the  war;  and 
thus,  every  conceflion  made  to  the 
latter,  would  either  afford  a  direft 
and  fub(bintial  aid,  or  convey  a 
bafe  fubmiffion  to  France. 

It  was  by  no  means  a  fair  infe- 
rence, they  faid,  that  becaufe 
from  advene  accidents,  and  cir«  / 
cumftances  not  forefeen  or  pro* 
vided  again  ft,  we  had  not  yet 
met  with  that  degree  of  fuccefs, 
which  our  exertions  afforded  rea- 
fon  for  expeding,  all  coercion 
was  therefore  impracticable,  A- 
merica  irretrievably  loft,  and  this 
country  incapable  of  longer  fup- 
porting  the  war.  The  real  fads 
would  be  found  in  the  dired 
reverfe  of  thefe  propofitions.  A* 
merica  was  yet  far  from  being  in- 
vulnerable;  the  refources  of  this 
country  were  (lill  great;  and  her 
fpirit  was  in  no  degree  broken. 
They  faid  alfo,  that  it  was  equally 
illiberal     and   nnjuft,    to    charge 
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thofe  accidents  and  misfortunes,  to 
which  all  military  events  are  Tub- 
je£l»  to  the  want  of  judgment  or 
ability>  in  the  deiign  or  condud 
of  the  war. 

Upon  this  part  of  the  fubjed. 
they  entered  (as  the  miniilers  had 
done  in  the  Houfe  ofCommonsy 
into  fome  detail,  and  fome  de- 
fence, of  pad  meaCures  and  con- 
dad.  The  fird  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty  diredly  denied  the  fad, 
as  to  that  fallen,  and  almofl  an- 
nihilated ilate  of  the  navy,  which 
had  been  fo  ftrongly  urged  by  a 
noble  lord  (in  his  pro'feflional  line) 
on  the  other  fide.  He  acknow- 
ledged, that  we  had  been  much 
too  flow  both  in  our  naval  and 
military  preparations;  but  this 
tardinefs  he  attributed,  partly  to 
the  nature  of  our  government^ 
partly  to  a  millaken  lenity,  and 

Sardy,  to  the  affording  a  greater 
egree  of  credit  to  tlie  aflurance^ 
of  other  powers,  than  the  event 
(hewed  they  were  entitled  to. 

The  lords,  on  that  iide,  faid, 
that  they  had  no  objedion  to  en« 
quiricr,  provided  that  they  were 
properly  founded,  fpecifically  di- 
reded,  aud  brought  on  io  a  proper 
feafon.  But  they  like  wife  ob- 
ferved,  that  enquiries  into  the 
condud  of  men  in  high  fiations, 
were  matters  of  a  ferious  nature; 
and  as  they  ndceflarily  implied 
fome  ,  found;ition  for  cenfure, 
ihould  not  be  lightly  taken  up, 
nor  wantonly  played  with.  They 
concluded,  that  the  fpeech  im- 
ported no  more,  than  a  commu- 
nication to  parliament  of  the  dan- 
fer  of  the  kingdom  from  the  per- 
dy  of  France:  the  addrefs  went 
no  further,  than  a  general  decla- 
ration to  fupport  his'  Majeily  io  a 
war  againlt  France;  a  dxred  and 
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unqualified  negative  to  thewhole* 
would  not  only  amount  to  a  refu- 
fal  of  that  fupport,  but  would  like- 
wife  include  a  fubmiffion  to  all 
the  machinations^  claims,  or  inju- 
ries, to  be  framed  or  oiFered  by  that 
iniidibus  power.  Could  it  then 
be  a  queftton  with  that  Houfe, 
whether  they  (hould  a/Ture  his  Ma- 
jefty  of  their  ready  fupport  under 
the  prefent  alarming  drcom- 
iUnces  ?  If  a  war  with  America, 
(hould  '  be  involved  in  a  rciiftance 
to  the  perfidious  and  infolent  de- 
mands of  France,  that  waa  not 
imputable  either  to  the  miniilers, 
to  parliament,  or  to  the  nation  at 
large.  The  war  waa  juft;  and  it 
was  now  become  a  matter  of  ab- 
solute neceifity. 

To  this  the  lords  in  oppofition 
replied,  that  refufiog  to  addrefs 
conveyed  no  negative  to  the  fup- 
port of  any  fyilem  of  war  or  po- 
litics. But  it  conveyed,  what 
they  meant  it  ihould  convey,  their 
fulieft  determination,  not  to  give 
the  fmalleft  degree  of  credit  or 
fupport  to  the  prefent  MlniAers, 
of  whofe  incapacity  for  the. con- 
dud of  any  fyilem,  they  v^ere  al- 
ready (as  they  faid)  convinced,  by 
the  mod  concluiive  and  the  moll 
melancholy  experience. 

The  addrefs  was  carried  npon 
a  diviiion,  by  a  majority  of  67 
lords,  who  fupported  the  motion, 
to  35,  who  propofed  a  total  negative 
to  the  whole* 

A  copy  of  the  late  valedidory 
manifello  and  proclamation  iifued 
by  the  Commifiioners  in  New- 
York,  having  appeared  in  one  of 
the  public  papers  foon  after  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  fome  of 
thofe  paiTages  in  that  piece,  which 
we  have  already  had  occaiion  to 
take  notice  of,  drew  the  attention 

of 
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of  the  oppoficion  in  botb  Hou fes,  «  dignity    of   the    crown  of  thi< 

and  induced  the  Marquis  of  Rock-  **  realm;     tending    to  debafe  the 

iogham     in     the    one,  'and    Mr.  "  fpn-it,    ami    to  (iibvert  the  di{^ 

Coke,    member    for    Norfolk,  in  "  cipline  of  his  Majefty's  armies; 

the  other,   to  move  &r  authentic  **  and  to  expofe  his  innocent  fub- 

copies  of  the  original  inftrument»  "  j^^Sp  in  all  parts  of  his  domi- 

ts  I  fbandacioa  for  an  enquiry  into  ''  nions^  to  cruel  and  ruinous  re^^ 

thefobjca.  "  taliations." 

Dec.  th  ^  ^P^  ^^  *^  ^^^'  '^^^  motion  was  flrongly  fup- 
^  'clamation  of  the  3d  ported  by  the  oppofition  in  gene- 
of  Odober  being  accordingly  laid  ral,  as  well  as  by  the  mover,  upon 
before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  ground  of  good  policy  and 
Mr.  Coke  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  felf-prcfervation,  as  well  as  on 
his  Majedy,  exprefling  the  dif-  the  principles  of  humanity,  civili- 
pleafare  of  parliament  at  certain  zation,  and  religion.  They  faid» 
pafla^s  of  the  manifelto,  which,  that  if  we  intended  to  fet  the  ex- 
being  pointed  oat  as  particularly  ample,  of  overthrowing  all  the 
exoepdonable,  were  recited  in  the  rules  and  compads,  which  civi- 
body  of  the  propofed  addrefs;  lization  and  chriilianity  had  ella- 
and  declaring  it  to  be  the  fenfe  blifhed  among  mankind,  for  lef- 
of  the  Houfe,  that  the  Com-  fening  the  horrors  and  alleviating 
luConers  had  no  authority  what-  the  calamities,  of  war,  by  the  in- 
ibever,  under  the  ad  of  parlia-  trodudion  of  a  new  and  cruel 
vtur,  in  virtue  of  which  they  fyflem  of  hoftility,  it  was  abfo- 
bid  received  their  appointment,  lutely  necefTary,  that  we  ihould 
to  hc^U  out  any  fuch  declaration :  be  armed  at  all  points,  and  every 
nr  ooidd  that  Houfe  be  eafily  where  prepared,  to  abide  the  iffue, 
^nojht  to  believcj  that  they  had  and  to  repel  the  confequences. 
^ved  any  fuch  authority  from  They  afked,  if  this  was  the  cafe  ac 
itt  Mijefty**    inaruaions.     That  prefcnt? 

^e  Commiilionen  were  fent  on-        They  i^ated,  that  the  "borthem 

^  to  make  peace,  and  not  to  de-  coafls    of  England,  and  all  thofe 

^  tKe    mode  of  making  war;  of  Scotland,  were  expofed  to  the 

[*oa  if  the  mode  itfelf  had  been  ravages  of  the  mod  contemptible 

''It  comradi^ory    to    the  whole  enemy.      That    the    kingdom    of 

?>T>ofe  of  their  appointment.  Ireland,    was  on  every  fide  open 

U»ia  therefore  reqtiefted,  ^  that  and      defencelcfs.       That     fingle 

^fc  mach    of  ihe   manifefto   as  American     privateers    had    alrea* 

*eoB{ained    the  faid  declaration,  dy     fuccefsfully    landed    on    our 

^bi     fonhwith      publicly     difa-  coafts;   and  that  even  the  Houfes 

"tMfii  by  his  Majefty,  as  con-  of   our   nobility   had  not  efcaped^ 

*'txmag  matter  inconfiftent  with  their    depredations.     Thefe    were 

^^    human  rty     and     eenerous  armed  •with  all  the  powers  necef- 

*«Wig€i    whlchr    in   all    times,  fary,  for  carrying  the  *'  extremes 

"  W   dtfliDgitlQicd    the    BritiQi  of  war  and  defolation"  into  their 

'Mtioq;    fubvcrfive   of  the  max-  fevered  degree  of  execution;    but 

*  ^  %hkh  have  been  eftaUiflied  even    thefe    freebooters,   who  are 

'iitoag    chridUn    and    civilized  of    an   order   generally   coniider- 

*MmBitisicif   derogatory  to  the  ed    as    being  in  a  great  meafure 
_;  IF]  2  Uwlefs 
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lawless  in  war,  felt  themfelves 
bound  by  thofe  compads  cllablifh- 
cd  between  nations,  and  rcfpcdted 
thofe  laws  and  rights  of  humanity, 
which  this  once  great  and  civi- 
lized nation,  \iot  only  intends  to 
violate,  bat  threatens,  by  the 
mcuth  of  her  Commiflioners,  fo 
far  as  in  her  lies,  totally  to  an- 
nihilate. They,  however,  found 
themfelves  happy,  they  faid,  in 
having  an  opportunity  of  declar- 
ing to  their  country  and  to  pcftc- 
lity,  that  they  had  no  (hare  in 
bringing  forward  the  calamities, 
which  an  avowal  of  the  inhuman 
and  barbarous  principles  of  thema- 
nifeilo  mud  draw  upon  the  na- 
tion. 

This  war,  they  faid,  had  been 
,  infiduoufly  and  conflantly  called  by 
Minifters  the  war  of  parliament; 
but  was  parliament  to  be  loaded 
with  the  obloquy  of  conducing  it 
in  a  manner,  which  could  only  fit 
4 he  ideas  of  a  Cherokee  or  Onon- 
dago  favage.  Parliament  had  held 
forth  the  mild  terms  of  peace; 
but  furely  it  muft  be  equally  falfe 
and  unjull,  and  confidered  as  a 
libel  of  the  bittere  ft  ^nature,  to 
charge  it  with  calling  to  its  aflift- 
ance  the  tomahawk  4nd  fcalping- 
knife,  as  indruments  of  reconcili- 
ation;  or  of  threatening  death 
and  defolation  to  the  innocent 
multitude  in  America,  if  they  did 
not  perform  impoffibilities.  For 
fuch,  they  faid,  were  the  condi- 
tions annexed  to  the  threats  held 
out  to  them.  Th^  multitude,  if 
they  would  efcape  the  extremes  of 
war,  were  immediately  to  abandon 
home,  comitry,  property,  all  the 
•natural  connedibps,  and  all  the 
commodities  of  life*  and  emigrate 
from  the  remoteft  parts,  through 
roads  which  they  would  not  be 
allowed     to    pafs,   and   coontries 


which  they  would  not  be  per- 
mitted to  enter,  until,  in  de- 
fpite  of  thefe  infuperable  bars, 
they  had  arrived  at  New  York, 
(where  they  could  find  neither 
room  nor  entertainment)  there  to 
accept  conditions  of  peace  from 
Commiffioners,  who  were  them- 
felves aflually  enduring  fome  of  the 
evils  of  war,  being  fliut  up  with- 
in the  limits  of  a  garrifon,  be- 
yond which  they  durft  not  ihew 
t5eir  faces. 

An  officer,  of  high  family,  rank 
and  di(lin£lion,  who  had  lately  re- 
torned  from  America,  exppeffcd 
his  condemnation  of  the  mcafare 
in  queftion,  as  well  as  of  the  Mi- 
nifters,  with  whom  he  charged  it 
to  origihate,  in  terms  of  unufaal 
vehemence.  He  faid  he  coold 
not  bear  with  an  even  temper  the 
indignity  offered  to  his  profeffion, 
by  an  attempt  to  convert  foldiers 
into  butchers,  aflaffins,  and  in- 
cendiaries: He  liked  honeft  open 
war  agabft  his  enemy;  but  he 
could  not  endure  the  abominable 
idea,  of  (heathtng  his  fword  in 
the  bowels  of  age  or  innocence; 
flill  lefs  would  he  tami(h  the  luftre 
of  the  Brittfli  name  by  ads  of  bar- 
barity' in  obedience  to  the  man- 
dates, or  in  fulfilling  the  defigns, 
of  the  moft  infamous  adminiftra- 
tion  that  ever  difgraced  a  free 
country.  As  a  Britilh  fenator, 
and  itill  more  pardcuUrly*  as  the 
reprefentative  of  a  great  manu- 
fafturing,  trading,  and  maritime 
county,  which  was  peculiarly  ex- 
pofed  to  the  retaliation  of  an 
enemy,  he  flioold  think  he  ill  dif- 
charged  his  duty,  if  he  did  not 
with  his  utmoft  power  oppofe  a 
iVftem,  which  would  not  be  more 
dffgraceful  than  ruinous  in  its  ef- 
feSs;  a  fyftero,  which  would  in- 
vite all  the  renegadoes  of  France 

and 
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and  America,  to  ravage  our  coafts, 
barn  our  towns,  and  de/lroy  our 
manafadares;  and  which  would 
joftify  them  in  every  aft  of  enor- 
mity and  cruelty,  even  to  the  but- 
chering in  cold  blood  of  our  help- 
kls  women  and  children. 

It  was  pretty  generally  and 
llroDgly  ifTerted  on  that  (ide,  that 
no  peace  could  ever  be  derived 
from  the  prefent  Minivers.  That 
they  had  already  poifoned  and 
poiloted  all  the  fources  of  conci- 
liation. And  that,  as  they  had 
long  6ncc  forfeited  all  confidence 
iftd  opmion  with  the  world,  fo 
thfK  fccmed  to  be  a  common 
naoa  of  mankind ,  in  (butting 
i^m  oat  from  all  negociation, 
dttty,  or  connexion. 

Oil  the  other  fide,  the  Mini- 
Icn,  and  their  immediate  friends, 
exprtiTed  the  utmoft  aftonifhment, 
m  the  forced  and  unnatural  con- 
k^^xm  which  was  put  upon  the 
ttodj  of  the  declaration,  and  the 
uncountable  manner  in  which 
lis  plain  fcnfe  was  attempted  to  be 
^mmt^^  They  declared,  that 
,  they  had  never  feen  a  more  inno- 
Clot,  humane,  fober,  confcien- 
lioiis,  piece  of  writing  in  their 
fiiei.  They  confidered  it  <nere. 
hf  ai  a  fccifible  well  -  mean- 
ly addrcfs  to  the  Americans, 
'  vnvBing  them  of  the  dangers 
which  tbey  muil  necefl*arily  incur' 
hf  ao  ob(linaie  perfeverance  in 
«eir  rebellion,  and  particularly 
»  their  onnataral  connexion  with 
Ffuce>  That  they  were  not  to 
ij^cft  that  lenity  in  future,  which 
ihqr  had  hitherto  experienced 
daring  the  coarfe  of  the  war, 
while  we  Ml  confidered  them  ai 
hh^4uh^c&it  whom  we  wiflied 
U  rcrlatm  by   the  mod  fingular 


mildnefs,  clemency  and  indul- 
gence. That  nothing  more  could 
be  fairly  inferred  from  tbofe 
words  which  were  tortured  into  fo 
unaccountable  a  meaning,  than 
that  America,  in  confequence  of 
its  leaguing  with  our  inveterate 
enemy,  Ihould  no  longer  be  treated 
as  a  Briti(h  country,  but  as  a  part 
of  the  dominions  belonging  to 
France ;  as  the  Americans  were 
by  their  alliance  become  French, 
it  could  afFvird  no  caofe  of  fur- 
prize  or  complaint,  that  they  (hould 
be  confidered  and  treated  as  French- 
men. 

The  Minifters  denied  in  cxprffs 
terms,  their  intention  ofantroduc- 
ing  or  encouraging  any  new  (pe- 
cies  of  war  in  America,  which 
fhould  differ  from  the  general 
pra6lice  in  Europe;  and  declared 
that  they  reprobated  with  as  much 
deteftation,  as  thofe  gentlemen 
who  feemed  fo  much  alarmed, 
everv  idea  of  hoftility  that  mili- 
tated againft  humanity,  or  which 
went  to  the  fubverfion  of  thofe 
laws  of  civilization,  that  had  been 
calculated  to  fmooch  the  rugged 
face  of  war.  Wanton  cruelty, 
they  faid,  could  neither  be  pa* 
tronized  by  the  crown,  nor  en- 
couraged by  anyBtiton:  No  Bri- 
tiih  Miniiler  would  dare  to  fend 
fuch  orders  to  a  BritiQi  army ;  nor 
no  BritiQi  army  ever  would,  or 
ought,  in  any  cafe,  to  obey  them, 
in  the  commiflion  of  adts  of  wan- 
ton barbarity.  But  they  would 
not  admit,  that  the  burning  of  a 
warehoufe  converted  into  a  bat- 
tery, or  the  deftruflion  of  houfet 
or  towns,  that  were  become  re- 
pofitories  of  military  (lores,  or 
ufcd  as  places  of  arms,  could  at 
all  come  within  the  defcriptiorf  of 

[f]  3  cruelty 


U]        ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1779. 

cruelty  or  barbarity*  .  Such  ads  thofe  limits.  If  we  had  hitherto 
had  been  always  pra£lifed  by  the  forbore  nothing  that  the  pra^c« 
mod  civilised  nations  in  Europe ;    and  rights  of  war  conld  aathorife* 


and  every  thing  that  could  be  at 
tempted  with  a  profpe£i  of  fuccefs. 
in  order,  to  diftrefs  an  enemy, 
and  to  difable  him  from  injuring 
bis  adverfary^  had  at  all  times 
been  held  juftifiablc  by  the  laws  of 
war,  and  had  been  con^rmed  by 


the  plan  now  to  be  profecuted 
muft  go  diredly  to  cancel  thofe 
rights,  The  laws  of  war  were 
laws  of  limitation:  for  war  was 
conftantly  to  be  limited  by  neccf- 
iity,  and  its  calamities  and  rava- 
ges were  to  be  meafured  and  bound 


the  pra6lice  of  all  nations.     Even  in  upon  that  principle.    But  the 

^t  home,  did  not  the  laws  of  Eng-  extremes  of  war,  and  the  defola-* 

land  allow  us,  in  cafe  of  invafion,  to  tion    of    ccmntries,  went    beyond 

wade  and  dellroy  our  own  country,  all  limitations  |  and  as  no  neceffity 

wherever  the  enemy   direded  his  Qould  warrant  them,    they   could 


progrefs,  in  order  to  prevent  his 
obtaining  proviiion  or  forage  ?  and 
can  a  doubt  then  be  entertained,  as 
to  the  juRice  or  right  of  exercifing 
the  fame  authority,  in  dcfftroying 


neither  be  juilified  or  excuiied, 
upon  any  ground  of  reafon  or  ar- 
gument. They  fuppofed  a  cafe, 
to  (hew  the  line  between  the  ex- 
tremes and  limitations  of  war.     It 


the  country  of  our  open  and  avowed    would,  for  example,  be  right  and 
rncmy  ?  -  -    - 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  infifted, 
that  as  there  was  no  miftaking  the 
words,  fo  there  was  no'  poffibility 
cf  explaining  away  the  obvious 
fenfe  of  the  declaration.  The 
Commiffioners  had  declared,  that 
the  mode  of  war  was  to  be  totally 
changed;  that  it  was  now  to  be 
conducted  with  a  degree  of  rigour 
and  ,  horror      before     unknown  ; 

f*  they     had     hitherto,  refrained 

from    the  extremes    of   war  and 

the   dcfolation  of  the    country:" 

the  change    denounced   could    be 

so   other,   than   the    carrying  of 

thefe  to  their  utmoft  extent,      It 

could  not  be  pretended,  with  any 

lace  or  appearance  of  truth,  that 

the    rigours    of  hoftility  had  not 

hitherto  been  carried  on  our  fide 

to  the  utmoft    limits,  which   the 

laws  and  rights  of  war  authorise 

among  civilized  nations.    We  had 

even  already  acquired  an  ill  name 

throughout     Europe,     under    the 

im|>utation   of  having    exceeded 


defenfible,    becaufe    it    would   be 
neceifary,  to  deftroy  any  fprt,  garri- 
fon,  or  town,  which  aiibrded  im- 
mediate   ftrcn^th    to   the  "enemy, 
and  enabled  him  to  annov  yoo  in 
the    purfuit    of   your    objed;    it 
would     be    proper    to    bum   any 
houfe  from  which  the  enemy  fired 
on    you;     the    neceffity    juflifies 
the   meafure ;  but  it  would  not  be 
lawful,    right,   or    pardonable,  to 
burn    any  houfe  or  town  b^caafe 
it   might  happen,  at  fome  fotut^e 
time,  to  afford  (helter  or  ftrengih 
to  the  enemy.     They  concluded, 
that  although  the  extremes  of  war, 
and   defolation,   were  well-found- 
ing words,  they  were  dreadful  in 
their    meaning    and   effeft;    and 
went  to  no.  lefs  than  the  murder 
of    man,    woman,  and  child,  the 
deftm^on    of  countries,  and  the 
final  annihilation  of  humanity,  or 
they  meant  nothing.     Nor  would 
the    confe^uences  be  lefs  fatal  to 
thofe  who  introduced  fo  odious  and 
inhaman    a  fyfteoi*  than  to  the 

people 
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jpeople  againft  whom  its  effed  was 
dir»^d;  as  all  maakind  would 
naturally  combine  againfl  a  na- 
cioD,  which,  throwing  away  every 
ibadow  of  principle,  would  ven- 
ture to  recal  into  the  world,  all 
tlie  forgotten  cruelties  rf  barba- 
rous ages,  and  all  the  horrors  of  un- 
drijized  war. 

While  the  oppofition  were  thus 
contending,  that  the  words  of  the 
declaracioD  clearly  contained  that 
certain-  and  precife  meaning  which 
thtj  afligned  to  them,  and  that 
the  Miniflers  as  ilrongly  denied 
tlieir  bearing  or  conveying  any 
foch  fignlEcation,  juAi£ed  the 
Cofflmiflioners,  as  well  as  them- 
felves,  from  the  imputation  of 
kidiog  or  avowing  fo  horrid  a 
dodrine,  and  reprobated,  in  terms 
DO  kis  ftrong  than  thofe  ufed  by 
their  antagonifts,  the  principle 
opoD  which  it  would  have  been 
fconded,  the  debate  fuddenly  took 
t  oew  turn,  from  a  circumllance, 
which  was  probably  as  little  ex- 
peded  on  the  one  fide  as  the 
other. 

Thb  was  an  opep  acknowledge 
Beat,  by  the  only  CommiOioner 
who  had  yet  returned  from  Ame- 
nca,  chat  every  charge  made  lny 
the  oppofition  againil  the  proda-. 
ftuioi],  were  fully  founded  in  "^ 
pm  of  hikf  both  as  to  princi- 
^  and  do^fine;  at  the  fame 
te  that  he  defended  and  juitifi- 
4"^,  ©cafurc  as  well  as  the  prin- 
^  ta  mil  their  parts,  upon  the 
gfOwid  of  found  policy  and  nc- 
^ty.  He  iald»  the  proclamation 
ttttttaly  did  mean  a  war  of  dsfo* 
Utt;  it  meant  nothing  elie; 
8  conid  mean  nothing  elfe;  but 
HI  neafare  was  right  and  neceffa- 


I: 


^y  i  regretted  he  was  not  on  the 
fpot  to  give  it  his  fandlion;  and 
after  a  violent  condemnation  of 
the  Congrefs,  declared  that  no 
mercy  ought  to  be  (hewn  to 
them;  and  that  if  the  infernals  * 
could  be  employed  againil  them, 
he  fhould  approve  of  the  mea.- 
fure.  V 

This  avowal  of  a  do^rine  and 
fafly  wiiich  the  Miniilers  and  their 
friends  had  fo  totally  difclaimed 
and  denied,  and  confirmation  of 
an  interpretation,  which  they  had 
fo  pofitively  charged  to  the  viru- 
lence of  party,  and  the  ingenious 
malice  of  their  advcrfaries,  could 
not  but  produce  fome  little  em- 
barrafTment.  It  was  impoITible  to 
fupport  a  principle  which  they  had 
fo  recently  and  fo  touUy  reprobat- 
ed. They  accordingly  abandoned 
both  that,  and  the  gentleman  by 
whom  it  was  avowed  and  juiliHed, 
to  the  mercy  of  the  oppofition, 
without  the  fmallefl  Interference  in 
behalf  of  either. 

Both  the  generals  who  had  re- 
turned from  the  American  fervice, 
voted  for  the  addrefs,  and  con- 
demned the  fuppofed  cruelty 
chatged  to  the  proclamation.  But 
this  debate  was  particularly  dif- 
tingui(hed,'by  the  unexpected  and 
dired  attack  made  upon  the  A- 
roerican  Minifter,  by  the  late  , 
commander  in  chief  upon  that' 
continent.  That  general,  after 
feeming  to  attribute  the  attacks 
made  upon  his  reputation  and  cha- 
ra^er,  to  the  lenity  which  he  had 
praftifed  in  the  profecution  of  the 
war,  and  obferving.  that  if  thefe 
did  not  originate  from  Miniilers, 
they,  at  leaft,  were  not  difcourag- 
cd    or   contradicted   by  them,  al- 

•  A  hn  of  machinfis  ufed  for  the  dcftruaion  of  towns  in  the  wars  with  France,  , 
cMc  9f  the  laft  century.  ,        . 

[F]  4  though 
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thoagh  they  had  thoTe  metnt  of 
informatioa  in  their  hands*  which 
ftilly  (hewed  thdr  injuftice  and 
falfehood»  entered  into  a  detail  of 
Tarious  matters  of  complaint,  which 
he  laid  againft  the  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  American  depart- 
ment, relative  to  hii  condaA  with 
refped  to  lumfelf,  and  to  the 
command  with  whith  h'*  was  cn- 
trufted^  in  America.  To  tbefe  he 
charged  his  resignation  of  that  com- 
mand, and  (Irongly  urffed,  (as  did 
likewife  hia  noble  brotner)  that  a 
parliamentary  .enquiry  ihould  be 
*inftitoced,  in  order  that  the  con- 
dud  both  of  the  commanders  and 
the  minifter  fhould  be  fully  ex- 
amined, juftice  done  on  all  fides, 
and  the  nation  acquainted  with  the 
troe  caufe  of  that  failure  of  fuc* 
cefs,  which  it  had  hitherto  cxpc- 
rienced.  He^  concluded  his  fpeech 
with  a  free  declaration  of  his  own 

1>rivate  opinion,  amounting  to  no 
efs  in  import,  than  that  neither  a 
happy  relloration  of  peace,  nor  a 
fucccfsful  profccution  of  the  war, 
could  ever  be  hoped  for,  while  the 
condudl  of  American  affairs,  was 
continued  in  the  hands  of  the  pre- 
feiit  noble  fecrctary  for  that  depart- 
ment. 

The  noble  Minifter  feemed 
aftonifhed  at  this  unexpcfted  'at- 
tack, an  3  entered  into  a  vindica- 
tion of  his  condud  with  refpedl  to 
the  i^eneral,  fo  far  as  his  memory 
could  admit  upon  fo  fudden  an  oc- 
cafion;  totally  difclaimine  ail  in- 
tenuon  of  injury,  and  all  defign 
of  negled.  As  to  the  condud  of 
the  war,  if  it  had  not  been  as  fuc- 
ccfsful as  might  have  been  wilhed. 
It  was  not  only  doing  him  an  in- 
juftice to  fnppofe  him  the  caufe  of 
•our  mifcarriages,  but  it  waa  fup- 
ing  him  of  much  ^  more  come- 


quence  than  he  really  was.  By  at* 
tribntin;? ,  to  him  the  fole  manage* 
menr  of  the  war ;  he  was  only  an 
humble  fervant  of  the  crown;  and 
if  he  had  not  the  greateft  abilities 
to  recommend  him,  he  had,  how- 
ever, thus  much  to  offer  with  truth 
and  confidence  in  his  defence,  that 
he  had  ev^r  aded  fince  his  coming 
into  office,  according  to  the  very 
beft  of  his  judgment.  He  had  no 
wifli,  he  faid,  to  prevent  any  en- 
quiry, that  might  be  necefi^  to 
ref<f  ue  the  charader  of  any  gentle* 
man  from  obloquy ;  and  he  trofted, 
that  if  ever  a  parliamenury  en« 
quiry  (hoold  uke  place  into  his 
own  condud,  he  fliould  be  (b  well 
prepared  to  meet  it,  that  hts  ho- 
nour and  charader  ihouid  come  ofiT 
in  triumph. 

The  queiHon  being  pot,  after 
long  debates*  the  motion  for  the 
propofed  addrefs  was  rejeded  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  aop  to 
.122. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
in  a  fpeech  which  lafted  apwards 
of  an  hour  and  a  half,  introduced 
and  fupported  his  motion,  t^ 
with  a  great  difplay  of  know-  '  * 
ledge  and  ability.  That  noble- 
man, and  the  lords  on  his  fide, 
called  upon  in  the  moft  preffinfl^ 
terms,  and  particularly  applied 
themfelves  to  the  reverend  bench 
of  bifiiops,  to  exert  that  charity » 
humanity,  and  abhorrence  of  blood 
and  cruelty,  which  were  the  lead- 
ing tenets,  and  diftingtnftung  cha- 
raderiftics  of  Chrtftianity,  upon  a 
fubjed,  which  not  only  canfie  di- 
rediy  within  their  cognisance,  but 
in  which  they  Teemed  bound  by 
their  charader,  to  take  an  nnequi- 
vocal  and  decided  part*  They  ob« 
ferved,  that  all  the  avowed  origi- 
nal motives  and  objeds  of  the  mr, 

were 
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were  now  done  away  or  abandon- 
ed, aod  its  nature  and  principle 
to^ly  changed.  That  right  re- 
Tereiul  body,  had  hitherto  fup- 
ported  the  meafures  of  government 
u  the  conteft  with  America,  un- 
der the  firm  hope  and  perfuafion, 
fbuidcd  upon  the  faith  and  repeat- 
ed affarances  of  Miniliers,  that  the 
ncovery  of  our  colonies  was  not 
odIjt  pradicable,  but  eafily  to  be 
ttuioed.  So  far,  the  motive  of 
the  vir  might  poffibly  be  honour- 
able, and  its  obje^  fair;  the 
qoeftioQs  of  fad^  or  of  policy, 
did  not  abfoiately  lie  with  them. 
Bat  they  were  now  informed  by 
an  iQthority  whicn  they  could  not 
qneftion,  that  of  thofe  very  Mini- 
fieri  declared  to  all  the  wbrld  in 
their  manifefto*  that  a  new  fyflem 
of  policy  was  adopted,  and  the 
Uttore  of  the  conteft  toully  chang- 
ed. That  America  was  relinqaiih- 
cd,  and  the  advanuget  of  a  con- 
BcSion  with  our  colonies  abandon- 
ed; and  a  new  fpecies  of  war 
*w  denounced,  tetiding  merely  and 
arowedly  m  revenge,  flaughter,  and 
BttverlkT  de^afUon. 

It  could  not  be  even  fappofed, 
ihtf  they  would  afford  their  coun- 
lesMBce  CO  Co  odioas,  fo  barbarous  a 
fjim*  They  were  called  upon  to 
imi  m  their  legtflative  character, 
lb  pecufiar  and  mod  exalted  prin- 
Qfiei  of  Chrifhanity,  in  prevent- 
m  ibe  wanton  effufion  of  human 
Imi,  and  the  deftrtt£Uon  of 
n^akiiid.  It  could  not  be  ima- 
ptu^t  tkat  their  natural  difpofi- 
tioa,  woold  not  tend  equally  with 
Chfir  religious  principles,  and  their 
prnfclonal  duty^  to  the  condem- 
iitioii  of  all  meafures  of  blood, 
lad  the  utter  deteftation  of  all 
urn  and  cruel  aggravations  of  the 
knnrt  ei  wu*     Their  interfe* 


rence  was  required  in  pr^'venting 
the  deilrudion  and  fparing  the 
blood,  not  only  of  njen  or  of 
Chriiiians,  but  of  Engliflimen, 
and  of  Proteftantslikethemfelves; 
and  of  crufliing  in  th^^  outfet  an  ' 
abominable  i'yitem  of  warfare, 
which  would,  in  its  progrefs  and 
confequences,  brinp  ruin  and  de- 
foladon  heme  i<^  their  flocks  and 
their  douts. 

ic  .happened  fortunately,  they 
faiJ,  that  the  legal  powers,  with 
wiiich  they  had  been  in  veiled  by 
the  conflitution  for  fuch  pious  pur- 
pofes,  would  be  found  in  the  pre- 
lent  inllance,  fully  equal  to  the 
duty  and  emergency.  They  were 
the  Moderators  ordained  by  the 
wifdom  of  the  conftitutioo,  to 
check  the  rage,  rellrain  the  paf* 
iions,  and  controul  the  violence; 
of  mere  temporal  men.  Their 
Ample  votes  upon  this  occafion» 
would  at  once  fully  exprefs  their 
deteftation  of  the  inhuman  fyflem 
in  queftion,  and,  joined  with  thofe 
of  the  temporal  lords  who  held  the 
fame  principle,  fully  cure  its  ef- 
feSts,  And  thus  tliey  would  afford 
a  new  and  ftriking  evidence  to  the 
world,  of  the  fandity  of  their  or- 
der»  the  wifdom  of  its  legillative 
inftitution,  and  the  unfullied  ptt« 
rity  of  their  profeflion. 

On  the  ground  of  retaliation, 
beiides  the  danger  axid  mifchief  to 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  ir- 
retrievable deflrudlious  which  the 
full,  and  undoubted,  adoption  of 
tbat  fyftcm  by  France  and  Ame- 
rica, would  bring  upon  our  Weft 
India  iflands,  was  ftrongly  urged. 
And  they  argued,  that  from  the 
nature  of  the  fu^ar  plantations 
and  works,  and  the  great  capi« 
tal  neceflarily  lodged  in  them,  the 
deiblation  caofed  by  a  fingle  pri- 

vatecr 
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-vateer    upon    that    fyflem,    could 
fcarccly  be  recovered  in  an  age. 

Bui  they  particularly  reprobated, 
and  indeed  their  powers  of  argu- 
ment, and  utnioft*  acoipen  of  cen- 
sure, feemed.  principally  direded, 
(as  well  in  the  debate,  as  in  the 
fuccceding  protcft)  againft  thofe 
new  political  principles  or  maxims, 
which  they  charged  to  the  ma- 
Bifefto,  viz.  That  •'  what  we  have 
no  intereil  in  preferving,  we  are 
called  upon  by  neceflity  (o  de- 
ilroy,'*  and  that,  "  mocives  of 
fclf- prefer vation,  not  growing  out 
of  any  (late  of  circuinlUnccs,  now 
in  adual  exigence,  but  founded 
upon  a  policy  direded  to  future 
uncertain  events,  ihould  be  fup- 
pofed  to  authorize  or  juflify,  a 
prefent  general  defolation."  Thefe 
principles,  they  faid,  would  af- 
ford a  full  j unification  of  all  the 
cruelty  and  dedrudlion  of  man- 
kind, recorded  of  the  moil  bloody 
tyrants,  and  of  the  mofl  barbaroui 
nations.  They  would  juftify  He- 
rod in  the  murder  of  the  Inno- 
cents.  Upon  this  ground,  they 
ilated  the  following  caufes  of  dif- 
fent  in  the  -protell.*— viz.  «*  Bc- 
"  caufe  the  public  law  of  nations, 
«'  in  affirmance  of  the  dictates  of 
•*  nature,  and  the  precepts  of  re- 
**  vealed  religion,  forbids  us  to 
"  refort  to  the  extremes  of  war, 
*'  upon  our  own  opinion  of  their 
'•  €xptdiency ;  or  in  any  cafe  to 
•*-  carry  on  war  for  the  pnrpofe  of 
"  defolation.  We  know  tiiat  the 
•'  rights  of  war  are  odious,  and 
••  inilead  of  being  extended  upon 
/«  loofe  conftrudtions,  and  fpecn- 
'*  lations  of  danger,  ouphtto  be 
«*  bound  yp  and  limited  by  ail 
*'  the  reftraints  of  the  moil  ri- 
•«  gorous  conftrudion.  We  arc 
<«  (hocked  to  fee  the  fir(t  law  of 


**  nature,  felf-jprelefvatioB»  per- 
**  verted  and  abufed  intd  a  prin- 
<«  ciple  deftrudive  of  all  t>cfaer 
<<  laws;  and  a  rule  laid  down, 
**  i>y  which  our  own  fafety  is  ren- 
**  dered  incompatible  with  the 
**  profperity  of  mankind.  Thofe 
««  objeds  of  war,  which  camiot 
<<  be  compaiTed  by  fair  and  ho- 
«  nourable  hoflility,  ought  not 
<«  to  be  compaiTed  at  aU«  "  An 
*'  end  that  has  if#  means,  tut  fuck 
**  as  aire  untawful,  is  oh  umia^td 
"  end,'* 

The  Lords  on  that  fide  con- 
cluded by  obferving,  that  no  great 
force  of  argument  feemed  necef- 
iary  for  the  condemnation  of  fo 
ihameful  a  public  inilrument,  which, 
fpringing  from  a  commiifion  under 
the  great  feal  of  the  kingdom, 
would  otherwife  become  a  ftanding 
record,  and  monament  of  national 
difgrace;  which  went  to  the  in- 
difcriminate  maflacre  and  extermi- 
nation of  a  numerous  and  widely 
extended  people^  two^thirds  oi 
whom  were  faid  by  its  framers, 
to  be  our  warm  friends,  and  in- 
violably attached  to  our  gov^n- 
ment.  That  fuch  a  public  difa- 
vowal  was  abiblutely  neceflkry, 
left  it  ihould  appear  in  Europe, 
that  a  Britiih  parliamenc  had  given 
its  fandion  to  ijhe  revival  of  that 
ferocity  and  baiiiarifm^  in  war, 
which  a  beneficent  religion,  en- 
lightened manners,  and  troe  mi« 
I'tary  honour,  had  fo  long  baniihed 
from  the  chriftian  world. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  lords  in 
adminiftration,  or  office,  who  were 
thofe  only,  that  took  any  part  on 
that  fide  in  the  debate,  totally  de- 
nied (as  the  minifters  had  done  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons)  the  in- 
terpreution  put  nfmn  the  words, 
and  the  conflruaiQQ  ^  upon  the 
mcaniog 
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naniog  of  the  manifefto,  by  the 
oppofit^Q.  At  the  fame  time 
diey  utterly  difclaimed,  and  re- 
probated  even  in  fironger  terms, 
the  bloody  principles  which  ^wcre 
charged  to,  or  fuppofed  to  dilate 
the  manifeflo.  But  this  charge 
they  attributed  folely,  to  a  difpofi- 
tion  for  decrying,  however  un> 
joll[y,all  the  meaiures  .of  govern- 
ment, and  a  deiire  of  creating  un- 
founded alarms  and  uncafmefTes 
among  the  people.  To  obviate 
thli  deiign,  and  to  prevent  the* 
cfcfts  which  the  ftrong  rcprefen- 
tacioDs  and  colouring  ufed  on  the 
other  fide  might  produce  in  the 
Hottfc,  they  entered  pretty  deeply 
into  a  critical  difqoiiition  of  the 
wonis,  and  what  they  defcribed  to 
be  the  fair  coniirudion  of  the  pro- 
chuDation,  as  well  as  into  a  judiH- 
cadoo  of  the  meaning  and  inten- 
tkxi,  and  a  vindication  of  the  con« 
dod  and  charader  of  the  Com- 
Mfoners.  They  concluded  by 
hoping,  that  the  lords  would  not 
&tfer  themfelves  to  be  led  away, 
byaftadbns  and  laboured  appeal 
•to  their  feelings  and  pallions,  and 
a  forced  and  unnatural  mifcon- 
ihodion  and  mifinterpretaiion  of 
plain  and  obvious  language,  into 
the  pafiing  of  a  hafly  and  unjuii 
Cairtre,not  only  upon  the  meafurcs 
•f  government,  but  upon  a  noble 
lord  and  gentleman,  who  were  ab- 
iinrt  in  the  fcrvice  of  their  country, 
Md  coofequently  incapable  of  vin- 
<it'-  . . ; :     .  es. 

Oi)  tiiu  tjccaiion,  the  new  Lord 
CbnftLbf  Imd  an  opportunity  of 
^Mnbg  sn  that  Houfe,  thofe 
mm  which  had  been  fo  con- 
^■aK»«  in  another.  A  great  law 
Mt*isa  hat  been  long  out  of  of- 
^i^d  a  right  reverend  prelate, 
^ho  11  feafccly  lift  diftinguiihcd^ 


\ 


by  his  oppofition  to  many  of  the 
meafures  of  adminiftration,  than 
by  his  eloquence,  were  no  Icfs 
confpicuous  on  the  other  fide,  in 
their  fupport  of  the  motion,  and 
in  their  unqualified  condemnation 
of  the  terms,  principle,  and  ipirit 
of  the  proclamation.  Both  thefe 
noble  lords  took  occafion  to  re- 
probate, in  ftrong  torms,  the  cir- 
cumllanct's  attending  the  deiUufliua 
of  feveral  parts  of -America,  parti- 
cularly of  the  fettlexcnt  of  Wyom- 
ing, and  the  cruelties  exercifed  by 
Colonel  Butler. 

The  queflion  bt'ing  at  length 
put,  the  motion  for  an  addrefs  of 
cenfurc  was  over-ruled  upon  a  di- 
vifion,  by  a  majority  of  71,  includ- 
ing proxies  to  37. 

Thirty  -  one  names  appeared  to 
the  protcft,  which,  if  compared 
with  the  number  of  the  minority 
on  the  divifion,  was  above  the 
ufual  proportion.  That  proteft 
vvaa  penned  with  uncommon  abi*' 
lity. 

As  the  naval  a6\ion  of  the  27th 
of  July,  was  now  to  become  a 
fubjjrd  of  parliammiary  difcuffion, 
as  well  as  cf  public  attention,  it 
will  be  necefiary  to  take  notice  of 
fome  intervening  circumllanccs  re- 
lative to  that  bufincrs,  before  we 
enter  upon  the  fubrjciuc-nt  detail. 
It  will  fcarccly  be  fu;>j>ored,  that 
the  temper  and  filence  which  had 
been  fo  Ibidly  obfcrved  by  t.c 
commander  in  chief,  relative  to 
the  difagreeable  and  unfortunate 
circumltances  which  were  charged 
to  thai  memorable  day,  could  ope- 
rate in  any  confiderable  degree 
upon  the  conduct  of  thofe,  who 
did  not  look  to  remote  motives  of 
public  utility  for  their  guide  of 
adtion;  or  that  fo  many  thoufand 
feamen»  and  fo  great  a  number  of 
officers^ 
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officerr,  wbo  were  eye-witneflbs  of 
a  condofk,  which  had  in  its  nature 
a  aueftionable  appearance,  could  be 
inauced,  by  any  motives  of  drfcre- 
tion»  or  power  of  example,  totally  to 
reftrain  their  words  and  fentiments, 
upon  the  fubjedl. 

A  general  murmur  accordingly 
fpread  through  the  fleet,  and  the  lofs 
of  a  comoiete  and  glbrious  vidory, 
was  attributed  to  the  mifcondudt, 
and  difobediencc  of  orders,  of  the 
blue  diviiion;  inibmuch,  chatfome 
of  the  officers  belonging  to  that 
divifion,  whofe  condudt>n  that  day, 
as  on  all  others  of  fer vice,  had 
been  highly  exemplary,  could  not 
avoid  feeming  to  feel  their  honour 
wounded,  through  the  gerrerality 
of  the  imputation.  It  would  have 
been  impoflible  in  this  country, 
that  fuch  a  (late  of  things,  and 
fucb  A  matter  of  charge  or  cenfure, 
could  efcape  becommg  an  obje^ 
of  newTpaper  difcuffion.  fiut  this 
was  probably  accelerated  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  by  the  condud  of 
thofe  public  prints  which  had  been 
notorious  for  their  atucks  on  the 
commander  in  chief,  becoming  no 
lefs  induftrious  in  their  unbounded 
panegyrics  upon  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue;  whofe  general  meriu, 
as  well  as  his  iineular  bravery  and 
high  fervices  in  tne  late  adion,  (in 
which  he  was  reprefented  as  bearing 
away  the  whole  palm  of  honour) 
were  emblazoned  in  fo  high  a  (lile 
of  colouring,  as  could  not  other- 
wife  be  accounted  for,  than  by 
fuppoiing  the  piece  to  be  intended 
merely  as  an  invidious  contrail,  to 
that  degrading  pi£lure  which  they 
}iad  already  drawn  of  his  com- 
mander. 

Such  ill-judged  and  inviduons 
fatirts  and  panegyrics  in  newf- 
papcrsy  have  frequently  done  much 


mifchief  in  this  country;  and  ne-* 
ver  more  than  upon  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion.  The  panegyrics  juft  men- 
tioned,  drew  out  comments  and 
obfi^rvations*  A  letter  (which, 
without  a  real  fignature,  was  at- 
tributed to  an  officer  who  bad  been 
in  the  adion  of  the  27  th  of  July) 
appeared  in  one  of  the  papers,  ia 
which,  the  efcape  of  the  French 
on  that  day,  was  diredly  charged 
to,     and    circumftantially    laid  a- 

fain  ft,  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
lue,  by  his  difobedience  of  the 
fignals  and  the  orders  of  his  com- 
mander in  chief.  In  this  piece, 
feveral  matters  were  ilated  as  fa^, 
with  which  the  public  had  hitherto 
been  unacquainted,  and  fome  of 
which  were  afnerwards,  in  a  very 
confiderable  degree,  legally  and 
publicly  eftabliftied  by  evidence. 
In  particular,  the  meflage  fent  by 
Captain  Windfor  of  the  Fox,  from 
the  admiral  to  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue,  was  now  fir  ft  announced. 
The  vice  -  admiral  was  Itkewife 
charged  with  continuing  the  whole 
afternoon,  with  his  diviQon,  to 
windward,  notwithftanding  the  re- 
peated fignals  that  were  made,  and 
the  meftage  fent,  for  his  coming 
down  to  his  ftation  in  the  line. 

l^his  anonymous  publication  oc- 
cafioned  a  dire<5t  application,  in 
London,  from  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  to  the  commander  in  chiefs 
requiring  from  him  a  public  juftifi- 
cation  of  his  condu^  and  ao  ex- 
prefs  contradidion  of  thofe  foul 
afperfions,  which,  he  faid,  had 
been  propaeated  to  injure  his  ho- 
nour and  charadler.  And  in  or- 
der, the  more  completely  to  ef- 
fe^uate  this  purpofe,  he  prefenced 
a  written  paper,  which  he  required 
to  be  figned  and  publiihed  by  the 
admiral,  containing  a  flacementof 

parti- 
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pirtloilars,  to  all  of  which  he 
was  to  gifc  the  fandlion  of  fads 
by  bis  name.  In  particular,  Ad«> 
niral  Keppel,  by  figning  the  pa- 
pn,  was  to  aflTert  as  a  fad,  that 
bis  calliog  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
bine,  and  Sir  Robert  Harlanfl's  di- 
vifioQs,  into  his  W2kc,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  27th  of  July,  was  not 
for  the  parpofe  of  renewing  the 
battle  at  th^t  time,  but  to  be  in 
readinefs  for  it  in  the  morning. 
It  was  hardly  to  be  fuppofed,  that 
any  expcdation  was  formed  of  the 
admiral's  compliance  with  fuch  a 
demand. 

Tbis  propofal  being  peremp- 
ttriljr  rejeded  by  the  admiral, 
and  poffibly,  not  without  fomc  ap- 
parent marks  of  furprize  or  dif- 
gflft,  tke  vice-admiral  of  the  blue, 
^ir  Hagh  Pallifer,  immediately 
pfbEibed  in  one  of  the  morning 
]Mpen,  a  long  ftatement  of  par- 
ticolare  relative  to  the  adion  of 
Ji>c  17th  of  July,  toeether  with  an 
ifltrodoAory  letter  hgncd  with  his 
«amc.  This  piece  *teemed  with 
dircd  or  implied  cenfure  againft 
tbe  coodu£b  of  the  commanoer  in 
dycf.  It  alfo  ftated  fcveral  parti- 
5^  circumftances  as  fads,  which 
i>  the  coarfe  of  the  fubfequent  ju- 
icJai  enquiry,  were  cither  not  pro- 
fttly  fupported,  or  were  over- 
Hwwn  by  dircd  e  ride  nee.  Among 
Ae  latter  of  thcfe,  the  vicc-ad- 
Wfil's  diviion  wa»  ftid  to  have 
beeu  fo  fcnttered  and  feparated  by 
^  fi|n«l  for  chacing,  that  his  own 
iipt  the  Formidable,  engaged 
w  plied  the  French  line  alone» 
^ithooi  her  having  any  fecond, 
either  a. head*  or  a -Item,  And  the 
awfligr  by  the  Fox  frigate,  was 
^  to  hivt  been  delivered  at  night, 
>^  in  the  darkj  and  lo  amount  to 
*>  mrc,   thafi,    **  Th«  the  ad- 


miral wanted  the  ihips  of  that  di- 
vifion  to  come  into  his  wake;** 
but  pofitively  denying,  and  de- 
claring the  afTertion  to  be  an  ab- 
folute  fa! fchood,  that  Capt.  Wind- 
for  had  faid,  that  the  admiral  only 
waited  for  him  to  renew  the  at- 
tack. 

This  extraordinary  publication, 
ftriking  diredly  at  the  charader 
and  honour  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  and  tending  to  render  him 
odious  to  his  country,  without  any 
vifible  cavife  (excepting  that  an 
anonymous  paragraph  in  a  newf- 
paper  could  be  admitted  as  fuch) 
no  charge  or  accufaiion  whatever 
having  been  hid  againit  the  vicr- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  could  n';t 
fail  of  exciting  the  greateft  public 
adoniihment.  Upon  this  occafion. 
Admiral  Keppel  declared,  and 
likewife  thought  it  fitting  to  com- 
municate the  import  of  his  de- 
claration to  the  fir^  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  without  a  full 
and  fatisfadory  explanation  from 
that  officer,  he  could  not,  con- 
fiflently  with  his  honour,  ever  go 
upon  any  fervice,  or  ad  in  con- 
jundion  with  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue;  for  that  nothing  lefs  thin 
a  mutiny  could  be  Expected  in  the 
fleet,  where  the  writer  of  fuch  a 
letter  held  any  command. 

As  thefe  matters  took  plice  jull 
before  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
they  naturally  became  fubjeds  of 
obfervatton  in  both  Houfes,  and 
were  taken  ap  on  the  hr(i  day  of 
the  feflion  by  the  Earl  of  firiftol, 
who,  having  taken  notice  of  ^the 
letter  in  qoeftion,  called  upon  the 
firll  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  for  .an 
enquiry  into  the  condud  of  the 
naval  officers  on  the  27th  of  July, 
founding  his  demand  more  parti- 
cularly on  the  declaration  made  to 

him 
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him  by  Admiral  Keppe],  that  he 
would  iie^er  refume  the  command 
of  the  weilcrn  fquadrony  nor  could 
he /ever  think  of  going  upon  any 
iervicc  with  th^  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  until  the  tranfa^ions  of  that 
day  were  thoroughly  enquired  into, 
and  fifted  to  the  botttom. 

The  naval  miniiler  exprefled 
the  utmoll  dif^pprobation  of  the 
propofed  enquiry.  He  faid  the 
a^ion  olF  Brell,  excepting  merely 
the  deftrudlion  of  the  enemy's 
Ihips,  had  produced  all  the  con- 
fequsnce^,  and  all  the  benefits, 
which  could  have  been  derived 
from  the  completeft  vidory.  Our 
trade  had  been  fully  proteded, 
that  of  France  ruined,  and  our 
fleet  rode  triumphantly  mafters  of 
the  fca  during  the  remainder  pf 
the  campaign,  vvhilft  the  enemy 
dared  not  venture  to  ftiew  their 
faces.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
faid,  that  the  propofed  enquiry, 
would  draw  on  confequences  no 
Icfs  mifchievous  than  a  defeat;  it 
would  iplit  the  navy,  both  fcamen 
and  officers,  into  cabals  and  fac- 
tions, than  which,  nothing  could 
be  more  pernicious  in  its  efFedls, 
or  ruinous  to  the  fcrvicc  ;  fuch  an 
enquiry  wou'd  bolides  take  up  a 
great  deal  of  time  ;  and  would  re- 
quire the  attendance  of  all  the 
principal  ofticers,  either  as  wit- 
tieiTcs  or  judges,  from  their  proper 
duty,  at  a  fcafon,  when  their  pre- 
fence  and  fer vices  again li  the  com- 
mon enemy  might  be  rood  wanted; 
and  would  in  a  great  meafure  re- 
tard, and  perhaps  defeat,  all  the 
meafures  of  the  enfuing  fpring  and 
fummer.  Such  an  enquiry  would 
befides  raife  a  kind  of  commotion 
in  the  nation,  as  almoft  every  per- 
fon  would  become  interefted  on 
one  £de  or  the  other;  and  a(  its 
4 


conclufion,  it  could  neithei 
the  fmalled  fatisfaciion  to  t 
lie,  nor  anfwer  any  one  go 
pofe  whatever. 

Whilft  he  exprefled  his 
that  anyi  mifunderftandin 
rifen  between  the  two  comi 
in  queflion,  he  declared 
fully  convinced  and  fatisfic 
they  had  both  performed  th 
with  the  greated  bravery  i 
nour.  He  faid,  that  n 
living  had  a  higher  opinion 
admiral  than  he  had,  rel 
his  ability  and  gallantry  a^ 
man,  and  his  veracity  as 
Upon  the  fame  ground, 
from  a  like  degree  of  kno 
he  was  juftified  in  a  fimil 
nion  refpefting  the  vice-j 
He  farther  obferved  on  that 
that  the  admiral,  in  his  offi 
ter,  had  exprefled  the  hig 
probation  ot  the  conduft  of 
officers  of  the  fquadron, 
whom  the  vice-admiral  i 
courfe  be  included ;  and  \ 
commander  in  chief's  lette 
other  ground  of  jultificadoa 
would  be,  with  him,  a  { 
reafon  for  not  calling  for 
quiry. 

The  Houfe  of  Common 
in  a  committee  of  fapply 
2d  of  December,  this  fubj 
called  up  in  the  debate  xh 
upon  the  voting  of  70,000 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuin 
On  this  occaflon,  a  gentlei 
the  courfe  of  a  long  train  < 
tures  upon,  and  (bme  fevere 
againfl  the  naval  departmci 
with  refpedt  to  oeconomy  a 
dudl,  obferved  to  the  coo 
that  the  buiinefs  of  the 
July  loudly  demanded  ao 
diate  enquiry,  either  there 
wher^  i   that  as   Admiral 
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had  declared  he  could  not  fail 
aetin  with  the  vicc^adiiiir;il  of  the 
bloc,  it  was  become  a  matter  of 
the  Qtmod  national  importance^ 
and  moft  eagerly  expeded  by  the 
people,  that  the  affair  (hould  be 
fpecdily  and  thoroughly  invefti- 
Mted:  that  if  either  officer  de- 
jerved  cenfure,  it  was  fitting  that 
it  fiumld  be  pafled;  or  if  their 
difference  proceeded  from  any  ill- 
fbonded  jealoufy,  that  it  fhould 
be  removed  or  accommodated ; 
but,  however  it  might  be,  it  was 
cfentiallv  and  abfolutely  neceYTary, 
ia  this  ieafon  of  danger,  that  we 
fboald  not  lofe  the  fervices  of  our 
beftand  greateft  officers,  and  that 
if  ottanimity  was  not  to^be  hoped 
fcr  any  where  elfe,  no  differences 
ftoold,  however,  prevail  among 
oor  military  commanders.  He 
oooduded  by  obferving,  that  as 
the  tdmiral  and  vice-admiral  were 
then  prefcnt  in  their  places,  he 
hoped,  one,  or  both  of  them, 
wooki  afford  the  Houfe  fbme  fa- 
tti&Qioa  on  the  fubjedl,  as  well 
fn  the  fake  of  their  own  honour, 
as  for  that  of  the  public  tran- 
^illity. 

The  miniiler  flood  up,  probably 
with  a  new  of  qualifying  matters, 
V  the  very  inftant  in  which  Ad- 
miral Kcppcl  arofe  td  anfwer  the 
all  upgn  hjm  ;  but  the  eagernefs 
<rf  the  Houfe  to  hear  the  latter 
J*tfailmg,  he  proceeded  with 
Bving-  fome  general  account  of 
ui^^BtduCt,  frum  the  time  of  his 
Mm  called  to  the  command;  and 
iiaiwivr  to  an  obfervation  which 
iti  bf«ii  chrowfi  GUt  on  a  former 
Ac^fioA,  not  immediately  relative 
to  me  fobjc^,  "  that  if  Admiral 
Ke|f»*|  were  to  go  through  the 
hmt^  of  chat  day  again,  he 
It  igbt  Uie  French  in  the 


fame  manner,**  he  called  upon 
the  gentleman  who  had  made  the 
obfervaiion,  to  take  nctice,  that 
he  was  himfelf  then  fpcaking,  and 
that  he  declared  in  his  proper  pcr- 
fon,  that  if  he  was  attain  to  go 
over  the  bufinefs  of  the  zyih  of 
July,  he  would  coiidudl  himfelf 
in  the  fame  manner  he  then  had. 
He  faid,  every  thing  he  could  do 
againft  the  enemy,  had  been  done ; 
he  was  happy  to  fay  the  Britifh 
flag  had  not  been  tarnilhed  in  his 
hands ;  he  was  perfedlly  eafy  on 
that  head,  and  fhould  never  dif. 
avow,  or  be  afhamed  *  f  his  condudt 
on  the  day  in  quellion.  But,  he 
faid,  that  the  oldefl:  and  moll  ex- 
perienced naval  ofHcers,  would 
difcovcr  fomething  in  every  en- 
gagement, with  which  they  were 
before  unacquainted ;  and  he  ac- 
knowledged that,  that  day  had 
prefented  to  him  fomething  new. 
He  impeached  no  man,  he  faid, 
of  a  negled  of  duty,  becaufc  he 
was  fatisfied  the  officer  who  had 
been  alluded  to,  had  manifcfied  no 
want  of  courage,  which  was  the  - 
quality  mofl  eflential  to  a  Briiiih 
feaman. 

He  declared  that  nothing  could 
exceed  his  aftonifhme-.it,  when  he 
faw  that  an  officer  under  his  com- 
mand had  made  an  appeiil  to  the 
public,  figncd  with  his  name  in  a 
newfpaper,  and  tending  to  render 
himfelf  odious  and  defpicable  in 
the  eyes  of  his  country,  when  no 
ac'cufation  whatever  had  been  laid 
againft  the  officer  thus  ading ; 
and  confefFed  he  had  been  at  firfl 
fo  much  fhocked,  as  to  have  de- 
termined never  to  let  foot  aboard 
fbip  again;  as  be  could  not  but 
from  thence  conclude,  that  there 
was  an  end  to  all  difcipline  and 
command  in  the  navy.     When  tho 

firil 


96]        ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1779. 


fcrll  '•rr.C'tio'^s,  however,  ruLfiied, 
L'r,  u:  f;-.  c  .'xr  r.^*^ec;iuri,  only 
r...  lu.i:.:..!  :r:*  n:::  Lord  of  the 
.^..::.  x:/:y.  ii.-i  h^  coald  never 
in.,  vvi  n  ri;*.'  gentleman  in  qaeflion, 
Li.iii  m  .ucrs  were  thoroughly  ex 
plain -'d.  He  did  not  believe,  he 
laid,  the  vice-admiral  to  be  a 
Granger  from  whence  the  anony- 
mous attack  upon  him  c^me.  He 
had  him 'elf  been  the  fubjed  of 
Binch  and  frequent  newfpaper 
abufe ;  yet  he  had  oot  appealed 
to  the  public,  ncr  refufed  to  ferve 
his  country,  when  his  fer vices  were 
demanded.  J^t  did  not  charge 
minifiek's  with  being  the  authors 
or  promoters  of  the  abufe  againft 
bim;  they,  on  the  contrary  feemed 
to  be  his  friends,  and  carefTed  arid 
fmiled  upon  him :  or  if  any  mi- 
nifters  were  capable  of  endea- 
Touring  to  cut  his  throat  behind 
his  back,  of  villi fying  and  fe- 
cretly  afperfing  him,  he  did  not 
think  they  were  then  near  him  ; 
but  if  they  were,  he  was  perfed- 
\y  indifferent  as  to  their  froiles 
or  their  frowns,  and  regardlefs  of 
every  confequence  which  might 
follow  from  either;  and  was  Hill 
ready  to  ferve  his  country,  with  t|ie 
warmeft  ztal,  and  to  the  utmod  ex- 
tent of  his  abilities. 

Thb  nece/Tarily  called  up  the 
vice  -  admiral  to  an  explanation. 
lie  faid>  the  honourable  admiral 
feemed  to  fpcak  with  a  kind  of 
refcrve,  as  if  there  was  fomething 
behind;  he  heartily  wiQied  him 
to  fpeak  out,  that  knowing  fully 
what  was  imputed  to  him,  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  of 
fairly  anfwering  the  charge;  he 
held  all  low  infinuations  and  af- 
fedlcd  tendemefs  in  the  utmoll 
contempt.  If  there  was  any  real 
ground    of    accttfation,    why   not 


iT.Jac  it  fiir!y  and  openly 
not,  vi^y  irfinuate  that  he 
been  wa'^ting  in  point  of  coi 
at  tiie  fame  tirre  that  a  trfti 
was  given  in  fsivour  cf  his 
rage  ?  An  o5?cer's  honoar  w: 
Id?  tender  with  rcipe^l  to 
tations  of  mTrcrnJud,  or  d 
ditnce  of  crders,  :han  to 
wr.ich  related  merely  to  the  ; 
of  courage.  Dark  and  ii 
infinuations,  were  more  diffic 
be  retiftcd  or  cnrect,  and  ai 
ingly  more  prejudicial  to  th< 
racier  of  an  oiTicer,  than  ai 
rei5:  terras  of  accafation.  I 
under  fuch  circum fiances,  tl 
had  been  obliged  lo  make  th 
peal  to  the  public,  which  £ 
to  afford  fo  much  matter  of 
tisfadion  to  the  admiral.  I 
been  infinuated,  that  he  « 
hindrance  to  renewing  the 
with  the  French  fleet  on  the 
of  July ;  feeling  his  honoo: 
attacked,  he  waited  upon  the 
mander  in  chief  to  have  the 
ter  fet  to  rights,  the  impo 
wiped  away,  and  his  .  b 
cleared.  But  finding  thi 
could  not  obuin  that  n 
which  he  had  a  right  to 
and  exped,  he  was  under 
ceiiity  of  appealing  to  the  p 
he  had  dated  fads  to  theon 
by  thofe  fads  he  would  fta 
fall.  It  was  undoubtedly  the 
difagreeable  circumftance  i 
ture,  to  a  man  of  fenfibili 
be  under  a  neceflity  of  fayin 
thing  againil  a  friend ;  but 
an  otficer's  reputation  was  at 
the  removal  of  an  unjuft  fi 
uas  certainly  an  objcd  th; 
perfeded  all  other  confider. 
He  declared,  in  the  firongefl 
that  the  report  of  his  not  d 
iigoals^   was    a  dired    faiiir 
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re-attacked,  be  muft  fay,  as  to 
that,  that  he  prefumed  every  infe- 
rior officer  was  bound  to  obey  the 
iignals  of  his  commander;  and; 
as  he  was  now  called  upon  to 
fpealc  out,  he  would  inform  the 
Houfe  and  the  Public,  that  the 
fignal  for  coming  into  the  Vic- 
tory's wake,  was  flying  from  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till  eight 
in  the  evening,  without  being 
obeyed.  At  the  fame  time,  he 
faid,  that  he  did  not  charge  the 
vice-admiral  with  a6lual  difobe- 
dience;  and  he  doubted  not,  that 
if  art  inquiry  fhould  be  thought 
neceffaiy,  he  would  be  able  to 
juftify  himfelf,  as  he  was  fully 
perfuaded  of  his  perfonal  bra- 
very. He  concluded,  that  as  his 
country's  friend,  he  was  ready  to 
do  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
promote  its  intereft,  ancl  advance 
its  honour :  but  them  were  his  ob- 
jedls;  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
adminiliration,  and  was  little  foli- 
citous  about  any  matter,  but  what 
related  to  the  due  perforgjance  of 
his  own  duty. 

The  fixing  of  fo  material  a  point 
of  charge,  induced  Mr,  T.  Lut- 
trel,  who  had  been  the  means  of 
bringing  the  fubjeft  forward,  im- 
mediately to  (land  up,  and  to  move 
an  addrefs  to  his  Majelly,  for  an 
order  to  bring  Sir  Hugh  Pallifct 
to  his  trial;  but  he  was  called  to 
order  by  another  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, for  deviating  from  the 
fubjedi  of  debate;  another  mo- 
tion being  yet  undecided,  and  that 
bufinefs  not  properly  before  the 
committee.  By  this  means,  the 
matter  was  deferred  for  the  pre- 
fent;  but  the  gentleman  who  had 
intended  the  motion,  gave  notice 
that  he  would  revive  it  on  the  foU 


bit  that  if  it  had  been  even  true, 
confitkring  the  circum fiances  of 
that  day,  the  public  fervice  could 
not  have  been  affeded  by  it;  That 
hsmtvcT  aoadvifeable  the  me^fure 
night  be  at  prefent  with  refped  to 
the  poblic  intereils  or  fervice,  it 
was  mach  his  intereil  to  wifh  for  a 
poblk  enquiry  or  tiial,  as  he  was 
certain  it  would  then  conie  outi 
that  he  had  done  his  duty  in  every 
rcfped,  both  as  an  officer  and  a 
nan.  He  concluded  by  again  af- 
Wng,  that  he  had  neither  been 
gflflijr  of  neglcdt  of  duty  nor  of  in- 
adivity ;  that  he  was  by  no  means 
iBftrumental  in  preventing  a  re- 
adioa  with  the  fleet  of  Monf. 
d'OrriUiers ;  that  he  defpifed  all  the 
means  reforted  to  both  within  and 
without  doors,  to  villify  and  traduce 
hioi,  as  a  profeffional  man ;  and 
that,  confcious  of  his  innocence,  he 
feared  neither  reports  nor  aflertionsi 
a  parliamentary  enquiry,  nor  a  pub- 
Ik  triaL 

Admiral  Keppel  replied,  that 
he  did  not  underhand  what  was 
neai^t  by  indired  charges  and  in- 
finoations ;  he  had  made  none ; 
his  charge  was  flngle>  open,  di- 
itd,  and  confined  to  its  objed ;  it 
went  fully  and  fairly,  to  a  letter 
%ied,  Hugh  Pallifer,  in  a  pub- 
ic iiewfpaper ;  that  publication, 
tttloiive  of  what  related  to  the 
^ffwcT  CI  jnft'.fication  of  the  vice- 
admiral,  contained  feveral  mat- 
terji  fo  objcftionable  in  their  na- 
^^>  ai  fufficiently  juflified  his  ad- 
icrittg  10  his  determination,  of  ne- 
im  M^vk  going  to  fea  with  that 
0kir,  He  had  made  no  other 
^wgp  again  11  him;  but  as  the 
TOc  adminl  had  now  entered  up- 
•«  the  fubjc^  of  iignals,  and  de- 
dir*d  it  10  be  no  fault  of  his, 
^t  the  fleet  of  France  was  not 


lowing  day. 


Partly 
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'  Partly  from  the  intervention  of 
Other  matters,  and  partly  frodi  A 
lack  of  attendance  on  fome  days, 
which  prevented  the  doing  of  any 
bufinelsy  this  lay  over  for  aboVe  a 
weeic  without  farther  notice.  At 
length.  Mr.  Lmttel  having  fUted 
the  grounds  on  which  he  founded 
^jth  ^^  motion,  move<i  for  an 
addrefs  to  hit  Majefty,  that 
he  would  be  pleafed  to  give  direc* 
tioBS  for  a  court  martial  to  enquire 
into  the  conduft  of  Vice-Admi* 
ral  Sir  Hugh  Paliifer,  in  and  re- 
lative to  an  a£lion  oiF  or  near 
U&ant,  on  the  27th  of  July  laft, 
between  his  Majefty's  fleet  and 
the  fleet  of  Prance;  it  appearing 
to  this  Houfe,  that  the  faid  vice- 
admiral  did  not  obey  the  flgnals 
oif  his  fnperibr  commander,  when 
preparing  to  re-engage  the  ihips  of 
the  enemy.         » 

The  motion  being  feconded,  the 
vice-admiral,  in  a  fpeech  full  of 
paffion  and  vehemence,  complained 
bitterly  of  the  injurious  treatment 
which  he  had  received  from  the 
commander  in  chief,  who  inilead 
of  judlfyiog  his  charadker,  when 
perfonally  applied  to  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  feemed  rather  to  countenance 
the  villainous  inikiuations  which 
fome  dark  aflailins  had  thrown  out 
agamii  him.  That  his  condufl  ixnce 
had  been  no  Icfs  nn^ecoming'^  and 
injurious.  For  without  venturing 
to  come  forward  in  a  fair  and 
manly  manner,  with  any  open  and 
dirtCt  accufation  brought  formally 
tgainft  him,  he  had  (till  endea- 
voured to  fupport  the  afperiions 
thrown  upon  his  chara£ter,  by  fub- 
fiantially  charging  him,  in  that 
Houfe,  with  difobedienae,  and  by 
feeming  to  lay  the  want  of  fuccefs 
on  the  27th  of  July  at  his  door. 
But  th«fe  were  iioiiaoationa  which 


which  he  had  determined  not  to 
lie  under  ;  he  was  ^  confcioaa  of 
having  performed  his  duty ;  nor 
would  he  from  any  motives  of 
convenience,  expedience,  or  public 
opinion,  hiher  the  faults  of  any 
man.  The  truth  Jie  iaid  waa»  that 
the  admiral  wanted  to  load  him 
with  the  public  odium  arifing  from 
the  mifcarriage  of  that  day/  and 
compel  him  to  fubmit  to  bear  the 
blame  of  his  own  palpahle  miftakes 
and  incapacity. 

The  violence  of  this  language 
having  occafloned  the  friendly  in- 
terpofition  of  a  gentleman  on  the 
court  flde,  who  was  apprehenfive 
of  difagreeable  coniequences  from 
its  continuance,  the  vice-admiral 
proceeded  with  lefs  vehemence  to 
inform  the  Houfe,  that  under  the 
circamflances  he  had  defcdbed, 
finding  that  he  could  not  obtaia 
juiHce  by  any  perfonal  application, 
and  that  no  public  motives  could 
induce  the  admiral  to  bring  for- 
ward any  charge  againft  him, 
which  might  afford  an  opportunity 
for  the  vindication  of  his  charaAer, 
he  had  been  driven  by  neceffity, 
(not  having  a  right  to  demand  a 
trial  on  himfelf)  in  order  to  repair 
the  injury  done  to  his  honour,  to 
lay  feveral  articles  of  accufation 
againft  Admiral  Keppel,  tending 
to  fliew,  as  he  would  hereafter  dc- 
monftrate,  that  the  ^ilure  of  fuc* 
ccfs  on  the  27th  of  July,  with  the 
fubfequent  confequences  and  dif- 
appointment  to  the  nation,  were 
owing  to  the  mifcondu^  and  fault 
of  that* commander;  and  that  he 
had  al  fo  demanded  a  court-martial 
on  that  gentleman,  which  the  ad« 
miralty  accordingly  granted.  He 
concluded,  ^hat  the  meafure  he 
had  taken  was  dictated  by  felf. 
defence  I  that    he   had   taken   it 

with 
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Vmh  the  vtmoft  pain  and  reluc- 
tiDce,  as  there  were  fe>v  men  living 
ke  had  a  higher  efteem  and  yenera- 
dott  for  than  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, aa  a  friend,  and  intimate  ac- 
^oautance,  whom  he  had  known  for 
many  years,  and  whofe  intimacy  and 
frienidOiip  he  had  hitherto  looked 
ipon  as  one  of  the  happiefl  circum- 
iaacetof  hislife. 

Nothing  could  now  exceed  the 
Bixed  appearance  of  furprize,  con- 
cern, and  difapprobation,  which 
prevailed  in  every  part  of  the 
HooTe;  and  the  vice-admiral'  had 
the  mortification  to  hear  his  con- 
dud,  both  with  refped  to  the 
■ewfpaper  pnblicadon,  and  the 
demand  of  a  court-martial  again  ft 
hit  adoiiral,  openly,  and  without 
t^erve  condemned,  by  every  gen* 
tiemao,  of  whatever  nde  or  party, 
who  fpoke  upon  the  occafion.  Thia 
was  ftill  increafed  by  the  difappro- 
btioD  which  appeared  from  his 
cvn  profeffion,  which  was  no  lefs 
paeral  or  explicit ;  feveral  gentle- ' 
meat  of  rank  and  diftindbon  in 
the  navy,  who  were  then  prefent^ 
ahboagh  they  escprefled  great  re. 
^ed  and  efteem  for  the  vice-admi- 
nl,  and  ihewed  the  greateft  ten- 
dcnefs  for  hit  charader,  could  not, 
honever,  refrain  from  an  abfolute 
Gm»lemfiadori  of  his  condud  in 
iMc  refpeds.  Nor  was  he  defended 
ir  fioforted  in  any  degree,  either 
ii  ttr  fide  of  the  miqifters,  or 
t*ci  by  hU  brethiren  on  the  admi- 
,  >%  beach* 
r  6  ktmed,  however,  ftill  to  be 
il  general  hope  as  well  as  wifh, 
^  tU  ftdes,  that  fome  means 
ml{Ke  yet  he  adopted^  to  prevent  ' 
the  matter  from  gtnng  any  farther  ; 
^gd  hf  heding  ue  aifferences  be- 
Hjtoo  tkt  two  officers,  to  evade 
^■fe  fmi  flHfimtfirr*  in  the  navy* 

r 


and  confequences  to  the  public* 
which  they  otherwife  apprehended* 
In  this  ftate,  the  riiing  of  the  gen^ 
tieman,  who  was  hunfelf  the  im* 
mediate  obje6^  of  concern,  could 
not  fail  of  drawing  all  eyes  and 
attention,  ahy  more  than  of  com^ 
manding  the  moft  profound  £• 
lence.  Admiral  Keppel  thanked 
the  gentlemen  on  every  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  for  their  friendly  par- 
tiality in  his  favour,  and  for  their 
wifiies  to  prevent  an  inquiry^ 
which  carried  in  its  very  face,  as 
well  as  nature,  an  implication  of 
cenfure  to  his  character.  But; 
their  friendly  endeavours,  he  in* 
formed  them,  were  now  too  late. 
His  accufer  had  laid  fpecific  char* 
ges  of  criminality  againft  him, 
which  not  only  ftruck  diredly  at 
his  life,  but  at  whit  was  infinitdy 
dearer  to  him,  his  honour;  and  in 
a  few  hours  after  thefe  charges 
were  laid,  the  admiralty,  without 
farther  enquiry,  fent  notice  to  him 
to  prepare  for  bis  trial  by  a  court- 
martial.  However  difagreeable 
fuch  an  event  might  feem>  as  the 
confequence  of  fort^  years  fpent 
in  the  fervice  of  his  country^  he 
(hould  not  only  meet  it  with  good 
will,  but  with  great  inward  fa« 
tisfiadtion;  he  was  under  no  ap- 
prehenfion,  that  the  ifTue  would 
afford  any  caufe  of  concern  to  his 
friends,  or  bring  any  difgrace  upon 
himfelf ;  his  heart  acquitted  hint 
of  all  guilt,  and  he  made  no  doubt 
that  his  country  would.  He  ob« 
ferved,  that  he  was  in  a  iituation 
difterent  from  every  other  man  ia 
that  Houfe^  and  fuch  as  he  had 
never  experienced  before;  that  he 
ihould  therefore  take  no  part  ia 
the  prefent  queftion,  nor  ftay  any 
longer  than  while  he  was  fpeakine. 
He  concluded  a  fliort,  bat  exceed- 
tC]  2  ingly 
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jDgly  ft£f«6Ung  and  pathedc  fpeech^ 
by  thanking  God»  that  he  was  the 
^ai/ki^  and  not  the  a€cufer\  and 
then  immediately  quitted  the 
Hooie. 

'  The  Honfe  ihewed  an  nnafiial* 
and  an  afieding  degree  of  fym* 
pathy  during  this  fpeech;  and  at 
bvery  panfe>  as  well  as  at  its  concln* 
fion*  thofe  plaudits^  which  parlia- 
mentary forms  will  admit  of»  were 
almoft  generally  beftowed.  Upon 
his  departure^  the  fituation  of  his 
accufer  became  by  no  means  plea- 
fan  t  ;  as  he  was  under  a  neceflity 
of  hearing  fuch  dired  and  unqua- 
lified cenfure,  and  general  condem- 
nation of  his  condud,  as  few  men 
have  experienced  in  that  Honfe. 
and  as  he  certably  little  expefted 
at  the  time  of  making  his  late 
fpeech.  This  i^as  carried  to  fuch 
B  lengthy  that  a  gentleman  in  his 
place  declared,  the  whole  bufinefs 
carried  the  appearance  of  a  pre- 
concerted fcheme  for  the  ruin  of 
the  admiral ;  and  pointed  his  fufpi- 
cions  dirediy  to  the  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty ;  confidering  the  vice* 
admiral*  and  the  other  members 
of  that  boards  as  merely  inftru- 
mentah  And  notwxthilanding  vio* 
lent  and  repeated  calls  of  order 
from  the  admiralty  bench,  fo  much 
was  heard  upon  thtsfubjed,  that  the 
Tice-admiral  thought  fit  to  fubmit 
to  the  neceffity  of  declaring  upon 
]iis  honour^  that  no  perfon  whatever 
)iad  any  previous  knowledge  of  his 
intentions, 

A  naval  commander  of  diflinc- 
tiotti  not  higher  in  rank  than  in 
pubHc  eftimation,  gave  the  higheft 
•tefUmony  to  the  numerous  public 
and  private  virtues  of  the  honour* 
able  admiral  who  had  juft  de- 
^  parted.  He  faid,  that  in  forty 
years  acquaintance  and  mutual  fer- 


vice,  he  did  not  know  a  fingle  in« 
ftance  of  his  condud  in  all  tha^ 
^me»  whether  as  a  private  or  a( 
public  man,  as  a  gentleman  or  a 
ieaman^  which  did  not  redound  to 
his  own  honour,  in  many  cafes 
called  forth  the  applaufe  and  gra- 
titude of  his  country^  and  in  all, 
merited  the  approbation  of  every 
good  and  honeft  man.  He  took 
notice,  that  the  only  accufation 
again0  the  vice-admiral,  was  laid 
by  himfelf  in  a  newfpaper  publi- 
cation figned  with  his  name.  For 
in  anfwer  to  an  anonymous  charge, 
he  brought  forward  and  agitated  a 
matter,  but  little  known  and  lefs 
attended  to,  which  was  the  point 
of  not  obeying  his  admiral's  fig- 
nals ;  and  havmg,  in  that  defence 
againft  nothing,  acknowledged  that 
he  had  not  obeyed  them,  he  thereby 
eftabHfhed  the  fa£l,  and  became 
fubftantially  his  own  accufer.  And 
the  fad  being  thus  admitted,  it 
became  impomble  for  the  admiral, 
if  he  had  been  even  fo  inclinedi 
to  weaken  or  explain  it  away ;  the  \ 
proof  being  of  that  fpecies,  which  | 
no  man  could  pretend  to  controvert. 
Nor  could  the  admiral,  he  faid, 
confidently  with  his  own  honour, 
or  with  the  public  fervice,  have 
again  ventured  to  fea  with  an  officer, 
who  had  in  a  public  newfpaper 
cenfured  his  condud,  and  on  the  day 
of  battle  treated  his  fignals  with 
contcmptj^ 

He  obierved,  with  refpedl  to  the 
prefent  accufation,  that  the  vice- 
admiral  was  prefent  on  the  27th  of 
July ;  that  he  was  a  witnefs  to  the 
pretended  incapacity  and  mifcon* 
du6l  of  his  admiral;  that  he  was 
not  only  filent  as  to*  faults  of  fuch  . 
magnitude  and  importance  to  his 
country,  but  lavi(h  in  his  praifes; 
that  he  returned  with  him  to  porti 

col  re- 
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correfponded  with  hixn>  continaed 
(m  terms  of  the  greatefl  intimacy 
with  him;  went  to  Tea  again  un- 
der his  command,   returned  again 
to  port,  and  in  all  that  time,  and 
daring  fo  many  different  tranfac- 
^ons,  not  a  iingle  fy liable  of  fault 
or  complaint  had  been  heard,    fiut 
BOW  all  at  once,  when  five  months 
are  elapfed,  when  the  vice-admiral 
coofiders  himfelf  as  publicly  accu- 
M  in  the  newfpapers,  and  when 
a  motion  for  bringing  him  to  trial, 
had  been  announced  and  intended  in 
that  Houfe,  the   accufed  fuddenly 
becomes  the  accufer,  and  out  flart 
£ve  articles    of   accufation,    each 
tending  diredly  to  aiFedl  the  lifie  or 
kHiour  of  that  man  whofe  intimacy 
ud  friend  (hip  he  acknowledges  to 
have  confidered  as  the  greateft  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  life. 

Bnt  while  this  gentleman  feemed 

equally  to  condemn  and  regret  tho 

condud  of  the   vice-admiral,    he 

declared  he  could  not  refrain  from 

tbe  mmoft  aftoniihment  at  that  of 

the  admiralty ;  and  totally  regard - 

kfi  of  his  military  or  profeffional 

fitoation,  proceeded   with   no    lefs 

freedom  m  its  cenfure.    He  faid, 

that  in  the    moft  favourable  con- 

itrodion  that  could  be  put  upon 

theconduft  of  chat  board,  it  could 

Boc  bnt  be  acknowledged,  that  they 

M,  at  lea  ft,    afted  precipitately 

ndnihly  in  this  bufmefs.    That 

J>  t  matter  of  fuch  national  im- 

ponancc,  arid    where   the  life  and 

ioftfliir  of  a  commander,   fo  high 

in  ch^ra^er^  and   of  fuch   diftin* 

g'lflid  ferviccj    were  at  ftake,  a 

gwiter  degree  of  caution  and  de- 

Gb^aEian      would     I'carcely    have 

l*fn  more  necefTary,  than  it  would 

biTc  t^^cTD  becoming  the  charad^er 

of  a  board    catruittd   with  fuch 

pmtrtr    T^^^  ^  ^^^  prefent  cri* 


tical    fituation    of  public    affairs* 
this  caution  was  the  more  npcef- 
fary,  as  it  was  well  known,    that 
Admiral  Keppel  pofTefled  the  con- 
fidence and  affeaion  of  the  navy 
in   fo  eminent  a  degree,  that  he 
was  little  lefs  than  idolized  by  all 
Britifh  feamen.      Under  fuch   cir-t 
cum  (lances,  he    faid,    that    board 
ihould  have  been  exceedingly  nice 
in  their  conduct,  and  circumfpedt 
in  tlieir  proceedings ;  and  not  the 
lefs  fo,  for  the  vice-admiral  being 
one  of  their   own  body.      Before 
they  received  his  complaint;  or  at 
leaft  before  they  aded  upon  it,  by 
taking  a  fingle  official  ftep  againft 
Admiral  Keppel,  they  Ihould  have 
thoroughly  coniidered  the  grounds 
of    diSerence,    the    circumftances 
which  produced    them,    and    the 
length  of  time  before  the  accufa- 
tion  was  laid;   they  ihould  have 
recolledted    that   the   accufer   was 
himfelf  accufed ;  and  that  he  flood 
in  a  ftate,  which  could  fcarcely  be 
confidered  as  (hort  of  avowed  per* 
fonal  enmity  with    his    principal^ 
and    which    might    well  be    iup« 
pofed,  to  be  even  onder  the  im- 
mediate influence    of  paflion,    at 
the  very  inftant  of  his  laying  the 
charges.    They  (hould  have  adled 
as  moderators  upon  the  occaiion; 
they    fhould    have   given   paffion 
time  to  cool,  and  have  interpofed 
their  influence  in  healing  the  dif- 
ferences between  two   brave  ,and 
valuable  oflicers,  at  a  time   when 
their  fervices  werefo  much  wanted  | 
inftead  of  blowing  up   the   flamt» 
by  rafhly  and  haftily  receiving  s 
rafh,    hafty,  and   paflionate  accu- 
fation, and  thereby     drawing   oa 
thofe  fatal  diflentions  in  the  naval 
fervice,  and  thofe  numeroas  evils 
to    ^e   puUic,   wluch  they   had 
themfelvct  declared*  mail  be  the 
[G]  i  ine- 
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ineTitable  tcdkqjatnccs  of  fuch  a  and  confequencei  of  ibcfa  a  loofc 
tiial  as  the  prcfcnt.  But  as  things 
fl^oally  were,  he  would  fpeak  out, 
and  could  not  but  fay,  that  their 
thus  eagerly  fnatchinc;  at  an  occa- 
fion,  which  afie£ted  the  profelSonal 
chara&er,  the'life*  and  the  honourj 
Qf  a  gentleman  (o  hieh  and  fo 
dear  in  the  eflimatioD  of  his  coun- 
try, more  efpecially  confidering 
the  fituatiop,  and  the  particular 
degree  of  favour  in  which  his  ad- 
verfary  ftood,  carried  fuch  ftriking 
inarks  of  the  moft  glaring  partia- 
lity, as  excited  his  utmolk  a&oniih- 
nenu 

This  direft  and  profeilional 
charge  againfl  the  conduA  of  the 
admiralty,  opened  a  new  ibur<;e  of 
debate,  which  was  warmly  agitat- 
ed on  both  fides.  The  commif- 
fioners  of  tbat  board  ftrenuouflv  in- 
£fted  their  conj^tution  to  be  fuch^ 
that  in  all  matters  of  accufauoii, 
they  were  obliged  to  ad  miuifte- 
ziatly ;  they  had  no  judicial  power ; 
but  when  ^  complaint  was  prefer- 
red, they  were,  as  a  matter  of 
CPtirfe,  and  in  difcharge  of  their 
office,  not*  only  compelled  to  re- 
QBive  it,  but  to  give  the  neceifary 
£re£iions  for  proceeding  to  trial. 
Under  £uch  circumftances  the  board 
1^  no  option ;  the  accufation  be- 
i|tg  once  made,  they  could  not  re- 
jeS;  they  could  not  qualify;  they 
Quft  have  aded  jufl  as  they  did. 
Being,  however,  afterwards  hard 
prefled  in  argument,  they  acknow- 
^4ged  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate, 
t)xat  if  the  accuiation  was  looijsl^ 
c^  inaccurately  drawn  up;  if  it 
was  frivolous  and  vexatious  in  its 
tendency;  or  if  it  was  deftitute 
c^  -fp^cification;  then,  indeed,  it 
might  have  been  the  duty  of  the 
a^muraky  to  lo^k  to  the  (endcncy 


indefinite  charge;  to  which,  frou^ 
its  inaccuracy,  or  want  of  ipMii'* 
cation,  no  proper  defence  coold 
be  made,  and  from  whence,  con- 
{?quently,  no  definitive  iflae  could 
be  obtained.  But  none  of  tbefe 
matters  held  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
The  vice-admiral  ha<f  preferred  an. 
accufation,  confiiUng  of  iivc  fepa* 
rate  articles,  or  charges,  proper!/ 
drawn  up,  and  fpecifically  pointed. 
What  then  Could  the  admiralrjr 
board  4o  ?  They  mufl  either  take 
upon  them  to  prejudge. the  trttth 
of  thofe  charges,  or  they  muft  ad- 
mit tliem  to  be  fuch  as  were  fit  to 
be  fent  to  the  confideration  of  a 
Gourt-martia].  The  firft,  they  cooYd 
not,  dared  not  do,  being  totally 
ignorant  of  their  truth  or  falle* 
hood ;  the  fecond,  they  were  com* 
pelled  to  comply  with,  becaofe 
the  matter  admitted  of  no  altenuu 
tive. 

But  neither  this  do^iie,  nor 
the  ground  of  defence  to  which 
it  was  applied,  pa£ed  without 
queftion  ami  cenfure  in  the  pre* 
icnt  inftance.  The  oppofition  in* 
fitted,  that  the  admiraliy  were  not 
only  endowed  with  dilcretionary 
powers  competent  to  the  purpofe  | 
but  that  the  exerdfe  of  them  .waa 
one  of  their  great  and  principal 
duties ;  it  was  among  tne  mod 
ufeful  purpofes  of  their  inftitu- 
tion;  and  they'  reprefented  their 
omifiion  of  it  on  the  prefent  oc« 
cafion  as  highly  culpable.  They 
faid,  that  the  reftridlions  by  whicik 
they  pretended  to  be  bound,  and 
the  do^ine  they  founded  opon 
that  pretence,  were  not  only  the 
mofi  ridiculous  that  could  be  coo* 
ceived,  but  they  led  to  the  molk 
ruinpus  confeoucnces*  They  would 
.  /  fftabUfl) 
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boards  in  every  fuch  aA,  exer- 
ciTei  a  difcretionary  power.  The 
conclafion  is  clear  either  way; 
every  thing  which  mahce,  rago» 
or  folly,  can  fugged,  is  a  proper 
fubje^  to  be  fent  to  be  enquired 
into  by  a  court-martial,  or  the  ad- 
miral^ board  have  the  right  con- 
tended for;  that  of  judging  of  the 
Biagnitade,  extent,  and  probabi- 
lity of  the  charge,  the  circnm- 
fiances  which  brought  it  into  e*- 
iftence,  and  every  other  matter  cob- 
neded  with  it,  which  might  enable 
them  to  be  the  means  of  promoting 
general  and  particular  juftice. 

It  feemed  undoubtedly  to  be  a 
new  and  iingular  circumftance,  that 
a  great  department  of  the  ilate, 
fhouldf  to  all  appearance,  endea- 
vour to  narrow  its  own  conftitu- 
tion,  rights,  and  authority  ;  whilil^ 
on  the  other  hand,  its  adverfariea 
in  the  oppofition  were  endea^ 
vouring  to  demonflrate  its  being 
endowed  with  thofe  powers,  which 
it  totally  difclaimed  and  denied* 
The  different  (Ututes  relative  to 
the  admiralty,  were  quoted,  exa- 
mined, and  applied  on  both  fides. 
In  effe^,  the  great  crown  lawyers 
being  hard  preffed  oy  their  adver- 
faries,  feemed  rather  to  employ 
their  time  and  abilities  in  making 
a  defence  for  the  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  than  in  ferioufly  de- 
nying the  powers  of  the  board  at 
which  he  prefided. 

Although  fome  gentlemen  fUU 
declared  their  opinion,  that  the 
original  motion  of  addrefs  for  the 
trial  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  ihould, 
for  the  fake  of  public  jufticc  be 
carried  forward,  as  it  was  con- 
cluded, that  motives  of  delicacy 
would  ever  prevent  Admiral  Kep« 
pel  from  becoming  his  accufer,  yet 
It  was  more  genendly  concluded  oq 

C«]  4  Ihat 


MASk  a  principle^  which  would 
«)  to  the  deftraAion  of  all  naval 
ferfice,  and  to  the  leaving  of  every 
foperior  officer  at   the  mercy,  of 
Jus  ioferior.      If  the  whole  fleet 
,    of  England  was   upon   the   point 
of  (ailing,  upon   the  mod  fudden 
lod  cridcal   emergency,   whether 
kt  oar  unroediate  defence  againft 
innfioD,  or   for   the  prefervation 
of  oor  mofl  valuable  foreign  in- 
tereib,  it  would,   under  this  doc- 
trine, be  in  the  power  of  the  moft 
petty  officer,  in  fo  great  a  multi- 
tttde  of  men  and  variety  of  cha^- 
nders,   whether  through   malice, 
Uly,  or  treachery,  to  put  a  (lop 
to  the  whole  defign  and  operation, 
oily  by    laying    fome   villainous 
duu|e  againft  the  commander  in 
ckk^     which    would    neceflarily 
ke^  back   all   the  principal  of- 
.  ken,  either   as   witneifes   or    at 
jidges.      And  thus,  in  effe^,  the 
whSe  diredioa  of  our  naval  ope- 
ntioQt,    would    either    be    con- 
figocd  over  into  the  hands  of  the 
t&eay,  or  committed  to  the  dif- 
CRtioo  of  folly,  of  malice*  or  of 
nadaeis  at  home. 

fiat    they    obferved,    that    the 

coBffliffioners,   Ending    themfelves 

aoaUe   to  fuftiun   that  monflrous 

ioftiine  in  its   full   extent,   had, 

dMMigh  apparently    much   againfl 

idr  win  and  intention,  ancT  dif- 

|rifed    imder    loofe    and    vague 

'i   icmib  nnoally  given  it  up.     For 

r   vte  Idi  did  their  acknowledg- 

I    attt  aiBOont  to,   that  if  accuia- 

I    dm  «c»  frivolous,  vexatious,  or 

■hipirtaocy     the    board    might, 

mi  weM  me&  them,    than    to 

!  Mr  107    dtfcredonary   powers 

e  contended  for  on  the 

i    Either'  the  board  ii 

_ It,    in  any  inllance, 

|l,^l%i|  (V.  if  competent,  the 
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that  fide>  to*  let  it  lie  d6rmant  for 
the  prcfent ;  and  to  prevent  its  re- 
ceiving a  negative^  it  was  difpofed 
of  by  moving  for  the  order  of  the 
day,  which  operated  as  a  previous 
queftion,  and  was  carried  without 
oppofition. 

It  was  juft  at  the  approach  of 
the  recefsy  when  Admiral  Pigot, 
who  had  during  the  courfe  of  this 
buiinefs,  on, every  occafion^  ex- 
erted himfelf  with  the  greateft 
v^armth,  zeal  and  adivity,  in  fa^ 
voar  of  Admiral  Keppel,  made  a 

-Dec   16th    ™°^^"»    *^*'    ^^    *^" 
•   count  of  the  exceeding 

bad  flate  of  health,  under  which 

that  gentleman  had  long  laboured, 

and  the  extreme  danger  to  which 

his^life  muft  be  expofed,  by  the 

confined  air,  and  the  want  of  ne- 

jceflary    room'  on   boal-d    a    ihip, 

during  the  length  of  time  that  his 

trial    would    probably    laft,    and 

iconfidering   the    great  number  of 

people  with  which  it  muft  be  ne- 

ceffarily  attended,  he  might  have 


leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  enable 
the  admiralty  to  order  his  trial  to 
be  held  at  foroe  convenient  place 
on  ihore,  inftead  of  its  being  held 
aboard  (hip,  which  was  the  mode 
prefcribed  at  prefent  by  the  law. 
'  Notwichftanding  the  modifica- 
tions and  alterations  which  thia 
bill  underwent  in  both  Hoofes, 
and  that  it  was  necefifarily  brought 
back  from  the  lords  in  confequence 
of  their  amendments,  it  was  car- 
ried through  with  wonderful  dif- 
patch  and  facility,  and  received 
the  royal  afifent^on  Chriilmas  Eve, 
Nor  did  it  meet  with  the  fmalleft 
oppofition  with  refpe£t  to  its.  par- 
ticular principle,  as  tending  to 
its  diredl  objed,  io  either  houfe; 
while  the  elogiums  on  Admiral 
Keppel  which  it  drew  out  in  its 
progrefs  throueh  both,  efpecially 
the  lords,  would  have  been  deemed 
by  a  vain  or  ambitious  man,  as 
more  than  a  compenfation  for  all 
the  hardfhips  and  dangers  of  hii 
trial. 


CHAP. 
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Dehatts  arifing  on  queftivns  •f  fupflyt  prt*vicus  to  the  recefs,  Augmtnta^ 
tin  ef  14,000  men,  to  the  land  fer^ice.  Trial  at  Port/mouth,  Jd^ 
mim  Ktppel  honour ahly  acquitted.  Recei<ves  the  thanks  of  both  Houfes. 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  blue  refigns  his  employments,  and  ^vacates  his  feat 
in  the  Uoufe  of  Commons.  Memorial  figned  by  twelve  Admirals,  'pre- 
Jtntei,  Great  difcontents  in  the  navy,  Refolution  of  cenfure  moved 
h  Mr.  Fox,  en  the  conduS  of  the  admiralty.  Motion,  after  long  de^ 
iotes,  rejeSled  upon  a  di*vifion.  Second  motion,  of  a  fimilar  nature^ 
hj  Mr.  Fox,  rejeSed  upon  a  di*vijhn..  Two  great  naval  commanders, 
dtdore  againft  a3ing  under  the  prefent  fyftem.  Refignation  of  naval 
•Jicers,  Sir  P.  J.  Gierke,  brings  in  a  bill  againfi  the  contraSors^ 
prft  ^ueftion  carried  upon  a  divifion ;  but  the  bill  reje^ed  upon  another. 
Bill  in  favour  of  Viffenters  brought  in  and  paffed.  Affairs  of  Jre^ 
land.  Various  attempts  and  propofals  for  affording  commercial  relief  to 
thai  country^  prove  at  length  ineffedueJ. 


ALTHOUGH  the  great  quef- 
tions  of  fapply  had  been 
carried  through  by  the  miniflers, 
prcvioos  to  the  reccfs,  without  any 
marked  oppofition,  yet  they  were 
prododive,  as  has  been  ufually  the 
cafe  of  late,  of  much  difcuflion, 
nqury,  and  obfervation,  relative 
to  ihe  fpecific  fervices  to  which 
tbey  were  to  be  ap  plied »  and  the 
Wmz  and  amounc  of  the  re- 
fbeflj^e  demandf.  The  mode  of 
CObdu^g  the  war  was  a  general 
|TOiuul  of  obje^ion  with  the  op- 
pfimj  who  contended,  that  our 
-  fate  by  Tea  and  land  fhould  be 
^  A«ded  againJl  the  foreign  fettlc- 
•wts,  or  home  poffeffions  of  our 
ttimil  encmyj  inftead  of  being 
faied  and  fpent  in  fruitlefs  and 
hcf^ekfi  exertion's  on  the  continent 
pf  ilmcrica. 

That  party  inli[led  much  on 
what  they  conJidered  as  the  ruinous 
poficy,  of  perfcvering  in  the  vain 
attempt  of  fubjugating  America 
fey  fofce,  fupported  as  it  now  was 
hf  I  fomiidable  and  dangerous  al- 


liance»  when  we  were  already 
taught  by  a  dear-bought  experi- 
ence»  which  had  at  leaft  afforded 
convidlion  to  all  the  reft  of  roan- 
kind,  that  it  was  extremely  doubt^ 
ful  whether  we  were  capable  of 
executing  the  tafk,  even  if  Ame- 
rica flood  iingle  handed.  Our 
only  rational  mode  of  condudl, 
and  ground  of  hope^  now  was, 
they  laid,  to  prefs  our  natural  foe, 
with  fuch  vigour  and  force,  as 
would  compel  him  to  renounce  his 
American  fyflem ;  and  then  to  re- 
new, upon  fair  and  equitable 
terms,  fuch  a  communion  of  in^o 
terefls  with  that  people,  as  our 
«pafl  injuflice  and  madnefs  would 
•IHU  afford  room  for  obtaining. 
But  no'  hope  of  this  fort  (they 
faid)  could  ever  be  entertained 
upon  any  rational  principle,  while 
we  exhaufled  our  force,  and  fquan- 
dered  our  treafure  in  America. 
On  the  contrary,  vidory  and  de- 
feat, in  that  fatal  war,  produced 
fimilar  confequences  to  oorfelvec, 
and  equally  furthered  the  views  of 

the 
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^  the  common  enemy.  And  cvexy 
year  of  its  continuance,  went  to 
cfb/bliih  the  ruin  of  both  coun- 
tries ;  nor  would  it  require  a  long 
ftcceffion  of  fuch  years,  to  render 
oar  own  de(lru£tion  inevitable, 
whatever  might  become  of  Ame- 
rica. 

Oo  the  other  hand,  the  minifters 
contended,  that  America  was   re- 
duced to  the  loweft  fiate  of  weak- 
liefs;.that  her  armies  were  anni«. 
Julated;  that  (he  had  already  cQn. 
trailed  a  debt  of  fifty  millions  in 
the  profecution  of  the   war;  that 
lier  credit  was  fo  toully  funk,  that 
the  congrefs  bills  were  fold  for  one 
fortieth  of  their   nominal    value; 
that  her  people  were  flarvin^,  and 
in  want  of  all  the  necefTanes  of 
life;    and    that  in  this  (late    of 
oiftrefs,  when  they  were  enduring 
idi  the  moft  preffing  calamities  of 
war,  and  tvtry  degree  of  domefiic 
jnifery,  when  they  were  enduring 
the  moft  intolerable  political  op- 
preffions,  from  the  tyranny  of  their 
ufnrped  powefs    of^  jgovernment* 
That  a  ycry  great  majority  of  the 
^people  abominated  the  French  al- 
liance, and  execrated  the  congrefs 
OP  that  account;   that  the  latter 
had  exceeded   and   abufed    their 
powers  in  that  inftance;  and  that 
the  political  and  hoilile  connection 
with  France  had  not  been  conAi- 
tutioaaUy  ratified  i  that  is,  it  had 
not  yet  received  that  fpecies  of  af- 
fent,    which   was    fundamentally^ 
and  effentially  neceflsiry,  to  con- 
fiitute  a  real  and  binding  compaft 
00  the  people  of  America* 

They  aiked  whether  fuch  a 
tiu  of  things,  when  oppofed  by  - 
the  bleffings  of  peace,  and  thei^ 
tocompanied  lyi^h  conftitutional 
frMdom  and  fecurity,  did  not  af« 
fod  the  moft  probable  caufeit  and 
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the  beft  founded  reafons  for  ex- 
peAing,  that  the  colonies,  either 
feparacely  or  conjundly,  would 
co-operate  in  meafures  for  re- 
moving their  public  and  private 
diflreiTes;  for  getting  rid  or  their 
oppreiiions,  and  di(&lving  fuch  a 
fyilem  of  ufurpation  and  tyranny  ? 
The  probabilities  were  fo  ftrong 
in  our  favour,  t|iey  faid,  as  te 
amount  to  little  lefs  than  adaal 
proofs;  and  to  ftop  ihort,  and 
ilacken  our  exertions,  at  the  very 
moment  that  fo  fair  a  profped  was^ 
opened,  would  be  fuch  a  degree 
of  political  abfurdity  and  madoefs, 
as  no  people  had  ever  before  ex- 
hibited. 

As  to  withdrawing  the  troops,  or 
changing  the  objeS  and  diredioa 
of  the  war,  it  would  amount  to 
no  lefs,  they  iaid,  than  a  dcre- 
lidlion  of  America  for  ever.  Nor 
would  the  evil  be  confined  to  the 
lofs  or  independence  of  the  re- 
volted colonies  merely.  Cana- 
da, Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland, 
Rhode  liland.  New  York,  and 
the  Florida's,  mull  follow  of 
courfe.  Our  Weft  Indi^  Iflands 
could  not  ftay  long  behind,  nor 
could  they  afford  any  benefit  while 
they  remained  in  t>ur  hands.  And 
yet,  dreadful  as  thefe  confequences 
feem^  even  in  idea,  the  aofolute 
lofs  to  ourfelves,  would  not  be  the 
worft  part  of  the  evil.  But  all 
thefe  vaft  acquifitions ;  thefe  une- 
qualled fources  of  naval  domi- 
nion, wealth,  and  power,  would 
be  thrown  into  the  balance  againft 
us.  They  would  become  additions 
to  the  power  and  ftrength  of  our 
natural  and  mortal  enemy. 

The  oppofition  anfwercd,  that 
it  was  to  prevent  thofe  fatal  con- 
fequences,  and  t^  avoid  that  dread- 
ful ftate  of  public  affiiirs^  now  too 

faith* 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.     [107 


defcfibed^  that  they  had 
f  oppofed  the  meafures 
d  to  the  lofs  of  America, 
eavoured    at  all  times  to 

differences  with  our  co- 
Sot  the  event,  which  they 
dreaded,  and  endeavoured 
rent,  had  already  taken 
America  was  loft.  It  was 
porpofe  to  wafle  time  in 
•  about  the  term  inde- 
ed She  was  independent 
whether  we  allowed  it  or 
r  was  it  in  our  power  to 
licr  otherwife.  Were  we 
perievere  to  the  laft  in  our 
id  a&ing  the  part  of  a  mad 
)erate  gamefter,  to  throw 
s  remainder  of  our  fortune, 
)f  vexation  for  the  lofs  of 
ch  we  had  already  fquan- 

iaid,  that  the  fame  de- 
lAnre  of  American  affairs 
ma  now  prefented,  had, 
ae  occafional  alterations  in 
mring,  been  exhibited  at 
ving  of  every  feffion  fince 
mming  of  the  troubles. 
\cEt  was,  however,  at  all 
le  fame.  It  being  merely 
1  to  lead  the  nation,  from 
year,  fiill  farther  on  in 
m  rain.  The  Americans 
llii  alternately  reprefented 
Hm,  MS  beggars,  as  an  nn- 
pi  miob,  as  being  not  only 
'^iVBiy  and  all  miliury 
hu  being  deffitnte  even 
I  of  exiftence, 
hft  ftate  of  wretched- 
wen  difpofed  to 
difoatt.  And  as 
fnppofed 
limits  in- 
t»  ithey  are 
'  it^  brtng  in  general 
attached 


to  the  «)vemment  of  this  coun* 
try ;  and  we  are  informed,  that 
the  many  are  not  only  moft  unac« 
countably  kept  in  bondage  by  the 
few,  but  that  they  are  compelled 
to  take  arms  in  their  hands,  am) 
totally  contrary  to  their  inclina- 
tion and  will,  to  fight  the  battles 
of  a  vagrant  congrefs,  and  of  a 
handful  of  fadHous  leaders,  whom 
they  equally  hate  and  defpife,  a- 
gainft  us,  whom  they  regard  and 
confider  as  their  be^  friends. 

To  thefe  reprefenutions,  they 
oppofed  a  view  of  the  prodigious 
force  by  fea  and  land,  fupported 
at  an  expence  of  treafure  un- 
known in  any  former  warfare* 
which  had  been  fo  long  and  fo 
inefFedlually  employed  for  the  re* 
duftion  of  fuch  a  country,  de<« 
fended  by  fuch  wretched  foldiers, 
and  ading  under  fuch  a  feeble  and 
odious  government.  A  force  and 
a  treafure  they  faid,  which,  un- 
der  a  wife  and  able  diredion* 
might  have  afpired,  and  not  un« 
fuccefsfuUy,  to  the  fubverfion  of 
fome  one,  among  many,  of  the 
oldeft  and  beft  eflabliflied  dates  in 
the  univerfe.  And  yet,  thofe  fol-> 
diers,  and  that  eovernment,  have 
i^ccefs fully  refitted  this  mighty 
force  by  fea  and  land;  and  have» 
for  a  fucceifion  of  years,  and 
through  a  variety  of  hard  and 
bloody  conflids^  baffled  the  nt- 
moft  efforts,  of  one  of  the  beft  pro- 
vided, beft  difciplined,  and  braveft 
armies  that  ever  exifted. 

The  motion  for  an  aagmenta^ 
don  of  14,000  men  to  the  land 
fervice,  which  was  made  by  the 
fecretary  at  war  on  the  14th  of 
December,  although  it  was  aereed 
to,  yet  brought  out  much  of  this 
fort  of  difcuffion.  It  alfo  aAirded 
W  opportoatty  for  a  revival  of 
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fiio(e  complaiotSj  which  had  been 
before  introduced  upon  other  oc- 
caiions,  of  the  undue  and  ^glaring 
partiality,  which,  it  was  faid,  had 
been  displayed ,  in  the  raiiing  of 
jtew  regiments.  The  whole  tide^ 
of  favour  and  preferment,  the  0[)- 
pofitioh  contended,  had  been  di- 
ttCted  to  a  certain  part  of  the 
wnited  kingdom,  and  to  a  certain 
defcription  of  men,  without  re- 
gard to  military  rank  or  fervice, 
and  to  the  prejudice  of  many  of 
the  braved  and  mod  diftinguiihed 
Bnglifli  officers.  While,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  faid  that  foroe 
of  oar  nobility ;  men  of  the  firft  < 
yank,  fbrtanei  family,  and  dif- 
lin^ion;  men  alfo  high  in  mi- 
litary fervice  and  knowledge ;  who 
Irad  offered  to  raife  regiments  at 
their  own  cxpcncc,  for  that  pub- 
fic  defence  in  which  they  were  fo 
deeply  interelled,  were  not  only 
tcjt6ied;  but,  in  order  to  put  a 
ftop  to  all  fuch  offers  or  applica- 
tions, care  was  (tudioufly  taken, 
that  the  mode  of  rejedlion  (hould 
amount  to  dired  infult. 

During  the  recefs  of  parlia- 
ment, and  for  fo  long  after  as  the 
cccafion  continued,  the  attention 
of  thfi  nation  was  drawn,  and  the 
minds  of  the  people  agitated,  in 
a  degree  which  we  have  not  be- 
fore Known>  by  the  trial  of  Ad- 
miral Keppel;  which  commenced 
at  Portfmouth  on  the  7th  of  Ja- 
aaary,  1779*  and  was  not  doled 
«ntil  the  nth  of  the  following 
February.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
peculiar  circumRances  relative  to 
ihat  affair,  the  condufl  of  tlie  ad- 
Ciiralty,  and  the  new  dodlrine  (as 
it  was  charged  to  be)  which  they 
endeavourea  to  ellablifh,  that  they 
held  np  difcredonary  powers  of 
a^ng  in  fuch  cafes,    fcnred  all 


together,  to  open  that  generzl 
ground  of  difcontent  .in  the  nav), 
which  we  have  fincc  feen  un Hap- 
pily fpready  to  fo  fatal  an  extern 
as  to  feclude  feveral  of  our  iiri. 
and  greateft  officers  from  the  Ser- 
vice of  their  country,  at  the  time 
of  her  greateft  dillrefs  and  moil  im- 
minent peril. 

This  naval  difapprobation  be- 
gan early  to  appear,  in  a  roerso- 
rial  to  the  King»  figned  by  twelve 
admirals,  including  the  oldell  or 
mod  diftinguifhed  officers  then  at 
home,  with  the  revered  name  ct 
Lord  Hawke  at  the  head  of  the 
lift,  ftrongly  condemning  the  con- 
duct of  the  accufcr  through  every 
part  of  the  tranfadlion,  and  being 
little  lefs  explicit  with  rcfpeA  to 
that  of  the  admiralty,  fo  far  at 
Icaft,  as  they  thought  it  fitting  ta 
pronounce  a  direct  c^imon  on  a 
mere  queflion  of  law;  and  alfo 
ftating  to  his  Majefty,  ii^  flrong  co- 
lours, the  prejudice  and  ruinous 
confequences,  which  the  eftabliQi- 
ment  of  the  precedent  and  prin* 
ciple  now  introduced  woaki  inevi- 
tably brin^  upon  all  naval  lervice 
and  difciplme. 

On  the  merp  point  of  difcre- 
tion,  thcfe  naval  commanders  ex- 
prefs  themfelves  in  the  following 
terms :  We,  who  arc  not  of  the 
profeffion  of  the  law,  cannot  po- 
litively  aifert,  whether  the  board 
of  admiralty  hath  by  law  any 
fuch  difcretion ;  "  but  if  we  bad 
**  conceived  that  this  board  had 
''  no  legal  ufe  of  their  leafon  ia 
"  a  point  of  fu^h  delicacy  ard 
**  iniportance,  we  O^M  ha^e 
*^  known  on  what  terms  we 
*'  ferved.  But  we  never  did  ima- 
<'  gine  it  poffible,  that  we  were 
**  to  receive  ordprs  from,  and  be 
•*  accountably  to    thofe  who*   by 

M  law, 
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in  any  habits  of  conneftion,  or 
communion  of  interefts,  with  the 
parties  in  oppofition ;  and  that^  on 
the  contrary,  fevcral  of  them  had 
at  all  times  been  confidered,  front 
their  fentiments,  condu^,  connec* 
tions,  or  particular  obligations,  to 
be  warmly  attached  to  the  prefent 
adminiflratioD. 

The  trial  at  Portfmouth,  feemed 
not  much  lefs  to  affedl  the  proceed- 
ings of  parliament,  than  it  did  the 
minds  of  the  people  at  large.  No- 
thing material  was  done,  or  even 
brought  forward  in  either  Houie 
during  its  continuance.  The  com- 
mons met  on  the  14th  of  January, 
and  excepting  the  preparation  of 
a  new  recruiting  bill,  (brought  in 
by  the  fecretary  at  war)  which 
went  to  the  repeal,  and  was  per- 
haps in  feme  refpedls  an  improve- 
ment  on  the  former,  did  little 
more  than  meet  from  day  to 
day  to  adjourn.  The  Lords  met 
on  the  20th  of  January,  but  no 
public  bufinefs  was  brought  for- 
ward until  the  middle  of  the  cn- 
fuing  month.  Indeed  fome  of  the 
mull  dillinguifhed  names,  and  xnoft 
adive  characters  in  both  Houfes^ 
attended  the  trial,  during  the 
whole,  or  the  greater  part  of  the 
lime  that  it  laded. 

The  event,  as  well  as  the  circum* 
fiances  of  the  trial,  are  too  well  and 
too  generally  known,  to  render 
our  entering  into  any  detail  of  the 
fubjedl  nccilFary,  It  will  fufEce  to 
obfcrve,  that  the  court-martial, 
after  a  long  fitting  of  thirty  days 
upon  adlual  bufinefs,  and  a  pati- 
,ent  hearing  and  invcftigation  of 
the  almoft  endlefs  detail  of  evi- 
dence which  it  naturally  afforded 
on  both  fides,  at  length  acquitted 
the  Admiral  of  every  charge  laid 
againd  him,  in  the  lulled^  clt.ir- 

ed» 


■  hv,  were  reduced  to  become 
''paffirc    injbutncis  to   the   pcf- 

*  ii aid  malice,  ignorance,  or  trea- 

*  fon,  of  any  individual,  wuo 
**  might  ihink   £c  to    difarm     his 

*  Maj?lly'i  navy  of  its  bell  and 
"  liighei^  afncers.  We  conceive 
"  k  d\*jti\^£jtiii\  to  the  laws  of 
''  our  country  ro  fuppofe  them  ca- 
"  pib)c  of  fuch  manifed  injudice 
"  and  abfurdity."-.The  piece 
condudti  in  the  following  nian- 
Bcr:  «  We  therefore  humbly  re- 
"  pr^fent,  in  behalf  of  public  or- 
'ilcu,  ai  well  as  of  the  difcipline 

■  Elf  iSe  navy,  to  your  Majcfty, 
^  the  dangers  of  long  concealed, 
*!  ind  arcjftwards  precipitately  a- 
"  (kpted  charges,  and  of  all  re- 
**  crifDinawry   accui'ations   of  fub- 

*  ordinate    officers   againd     their 

*  commanders  in  chief;  and  par- 
'  doiJarly  the  mifchief  and  fcan- 
"  dil  of  {^rmictiRg  men,  who  are 
*'  U  tmce  in  hi^h  civil  office,  and 

■  in  fubordinate  military  com- 
"  Bind,  previous  to  their  making 
**  fuch  accufations,  to  attempt  to 

*  coflupt  the  public  judgment, 
**  bf  the  publication  of  libels  on 
**  tkcir  officers  in  a  common  newf- 
**  pper,  thereby  exciting  mutiny 
"  w  yotu  Majcfty's  navy,  as  well 

*  u  prejudicing     the     minds     of 

■  (k&  who  are  to  try  the  merits 
«rile  accafaiion  againd  the  faid 
Jipo'iof  ofiEcer." 
Tlui  memorial  was  prefented  in 

6s  dofct  to  his  Majedy,  on  the 
but  one  of  the  old  year,  by 
of  Bolton,  who  had  de- 
&n  audience  for  tnc  pur- 
1  was  hinifelf  one  of  the 
fmbcn*  It  feemed  drongly  to 
mttk  the  general  difiatisfadion 
C^'  the  navy,  that,  at  lead,  two- 
1»  of  the  admirals  who  figned 
wctc  known  not  to  be 
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efty  mm!  to  him  moft  honourable 
terms;  farther  declaring*  that  he 
kad  behaved  aa  became  it  jadiciouf* 
brave»  and  experienced  officer. 
And  that  at  the  fame  time,  con- 
fidering  themfelves  as  a  court  of 
aiilitary  honoar,  as  well  as  of  cri« 
Siinal  jarifdidiott*  they  marked  the 
condud  of  his  accafer,  in  the  bo- 
dy of  the  fencence»  with  the  ftrong 
and  fevere  condemnation,  *'  that 
«  tb^  charge  was  malicioos  and  ill 
«  founded/'  It  was  fuppofed  to 
be  upon  the  fame  principle,  that 
tbe  court  didnotclofe  the  trial,  and 
immediately  proceed  to  fentence, 
as  foon  as  the  profecutor's  evidence 
was  finifhed:  it  appearing  then 
evidently,  that  the  Admiral  mnft 
luve  been  fully  acquitted,  upon 
the  very  teflimony  which  was  in- 
tended to  operate  againft  him. 
Sat  it  was  generally  thought,  that 
the  court  deemed  it  a  reparation 
due  to  the  Admiral,  to  hear  the 
.  evidence  in  his  favour ;  and  that 
the  world  fhould  be  acquainted 
with  that  unparalleled  weight  of 
teflimony  to  his  condud,  honour, 
and  chara£ler,  which  was  after- 
wards given  'by  fo  great  a  number 
of  diftiogniihed,  brave^  and  expe- 
rienced officers.  The  addrefs  of 
the  prefident'of  the  court-martial^ 
npon  reftoring  his  fword  to  the 
Admiral,  was  no  lefs  flattering  to 
the  latter,  than  the  fcutence  was  ho- 
nourable. 

^,  ^^,  On  the  day  after  thefe 
Feb.  X2th.  t^„(j^^ons  at  Portf- 
*779'  mouth,  the  fentence, 
and  the  ihort  fpecch  made  by  the 
prefident,  being  read  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons^  a  motion  was  made,  and 
carried,  with  only  one  di£enting 
Toice,  '«  That  the  thanks  of  this 
"*  Houfe  be  given  to  the  Honour- 
^<  nHe  Adnirai  Auguftus  Keppel, 


'*  for  his  diAineniihed  coiinige« 
««  condud,  and  abilitjr,  in  defoM- 
"  ing  this  kingdom  in  the  coarfe 
*'  of  the  laft  fummer,  elFedually 
"  protecting  its  trade,  and  more 
*'  particularly,  for  his  having  glo- 
**  rioufly  upheld  the  honour  of  the 
*f  Bricifii  flag  on  the  27th  and 
"  aSth  of  July  laft."  The  thanks 
of  the  Lords,  in  nearly  the  fame 
terms,  were  agreed  to  in  four  days 
after,  with  every  external  appear- 
ance of  the  moft  perfed  unani- 
mity. 

The  general,  public,  and  ann- 
Aial  rejoicings,  which  took  place 
in  fuch  various  and  remote  paru  of 
the  kingdom  upon  this  occafion^ 
feemed  to  afford  a  ftrong  prefnrop- 
tion,  that  the  neople  u  general 
confidered  this  Dufinefs,  to  be  at 
leaft  as  much  a  public  as  a  private 
concern;  and  indeed  the  whole 
manner  of  celebrating  this  event, 
feemed  rather  as  if  it  had  been  a 

great  national  deliverance,  than 
lat  merely  of  an  individual.  The 
rejoicings  and  illuminations  in  the 
cities  of  London  and  Weftminl^er, 
were  of  fuch  a  magnitude,  as  has 
fcarcely  been  exceeded  npon  any 
public  occaflon  whatever.  The 
excei^s  committed  bv  the  popu« 
lace  in  the  latter,  which  were  di- 
redled  againft  the  honfes  or  perfoos 
of  thofe,  whofe  fuppofed  fhare  in 
this  tranfa6tion  had  drawn  on  them 
the  odium  of  the  multitude,  are 
freQi  in  every  body's  nieoiory. 
They  were  indeed  furious,  and 
had  a  tendency  to  {hock  and  dif- 
guft  many  of  thofe  who  partook 
the  moft  heartily  in  the  general 
joy.  Even  the  iron  gates  and  pal* 
lifades  of  the  Admiralty,  were  not 
fufiicient  to  preferve  that  building, 
from  receiving  ftrong  marks  ef  the 
popular    indignation  I    nor    were 

fome 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.      [iir 


bme  of  the  great  officers  of  iUte 
fitefroin  fufficicnt  caufe  of  alarm, 
Vitil  eke  uoops  were  brought  for- 
ward to  their  protedion. 

The  prevalent  fpirit  was  now  fo 
iroflgy  as  to  feem  to  operate  more 
<ir  mi  every  where.  Nobody  was 
bhudj  as  to  attempt  to  juflify  the 
ke  profecution  upon  its  own  pro- 
per grouncL  Fur  a  confiderable 
tinx«  the  admiralty  was  only  de- 
fended upon  the  plea  of  official  ne- 
uHty;  and  the  condud  of  the  pro- 
iecBtor  Teemed  wholly  abandoned  by 
all  his  friends. 

Admiral  Keppel  had  received 
IB  early  letter  from  the  admiralty, 
acqoainting  him  that  the  fufpen- 
ioD  was  uken  oC  in  confequence 
of  his  acquitulf  and  requiring  him 
accordingly  to  refume  his  com- 
und;  althoagh  he  complied  with 
tlui  reqaifition,  yet  from  the  cold 
«fidal  terms  in  which  the  letter 
»ii  coached,  as  well  as  a  maimed 
V>Kacion  it  included  fr6m  the  fen- 
t£^  \  hich  the  daufe  mod  to 
hii  o^n  honour,  and  that  which 
Wfd  moti  upon  his  adverfary, 
«eiv  both  equally  omitted,  it  feem- 
«d  cpod  the  whole  to  indicate, 
tU  WIS  nnderftood  accordingly, 
Alt  thai  board  was  no  (barer  in 
M  general  fatisfadion  which  at- 
t^ed  I  be  event ,  of  his  trial.  Nor 
irii  iiii  reception  at  court,  faid  to 
W  much  more  pleafing.  Thefe 
Qmiamllaf^ces  being  followed  up 
hj  others  of  the  lame  nature,  the 
liae  of  coodnfi  was  underftood  to  be 
h  lurlced  and  apparent,  that  it 
^Sseixii  a  fabjeA  of  open  difcuf- 
fan  It  diflcrent  dmes  in  both 
flwicst  tke  oppofition  contend* 
ing,   ihiC  it    tended    flrongly   to 

Lfprtid  §ad  confirm  an  opinion,  al- 
A^f  100  generally  received,  than 
wImL,  *ftAlno>     could  be    more 


fcandalous  or  difgraceful  to  govern- 
ment, namely,  that  the  attack  up- 
on the  admiral's  life  and  honour* 
was  rather  the  effedl  of  a  combi- 
nation, and  of  a  concerted  fcheme> 
framed  under  and  fupported  by  the 
fandlion  of  authority,  than  the  ca- 
fual  refult  of  private  pique,  envy,  or 
malice. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  unfor- 
tunate officer,   who  was  now  be- 
come the  objedl  of  general  odium» 
was  compelled,  befides  tht  lofs  of 
public  favour  and  opinion,  to  fub- 
mit  to  that  of  honours,  of  autho- 
rity,   and    of    fubllantial    emolu- 
ments.   On  the  very  day  that  the 
fentence  of  the  court-martial  was 
difclofcd  in   the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, a  ^noble  Lord,   one  of  his 
late  brethren  in   office,   after  ex- 
preffing  fome  doubts  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  notice,  he,  however, 
laid,    that  in   order   to  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  people,  he  would  in- 
form them,  that  Sir  Hugh  Palifcr, 
had  no*  longer  a  feat  at  the  admi- 
ralty board ;  his  refignation  having 
been  accepted  that  morning,     in 
this  manner  things    continued  for 
about  a  week  longer;  the  oppofi- 
tion waiting,  as  they  faid,  to  affiard 
ail  opportunity  to  the  crown,  to  ex- 
prcfs  it<  utmoft  reprobation  of  the 
late  condudl,  and  therein  vindicate 
its  own  honour,  by  totally  difmif- 
fing  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
from  its  fervice.     At  length,  when 
one  of  the  mod  adlive  leaders  of 
the  oppofition,  was  on  the  point  of 
moving  an   addrefs  for  that  par- 
pofe,  information  was  given,  that 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  h&d  refigned  his 
lieutenant-generalihip  of  the  Ma- 
rines, and  his  government  of  Scar- 
borough Caftle;  that  he  had  alfo 
vacated   his    feat    in    parliament; 
and  only  reuined  his  vice -admiral- 
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ihip>  as  a  qualification  for  his  trial 
by  a  coort-martial,  which  the  ad- 
iDiralty  had  ordered  to  be  held  upon 
lum. 

The  ftrong  interefis^  which  were 
dins  agitated,  and  the  fpirit  of  en- 
quiry raifed  by  the  paft  and  the  de- 
pending court-martial,  were  not 
ca£Iy  laid  or  qualified,  and  natu- 
rally dircfted  thtf  attention  of  par- 
liament to  the  afiFairs  of  the  navy. 
This  fubjedl  was  almoft  the  only 
one  in  which  parties  feemed  to  en- 
gage. The  members  of  oppofi- 
lion,  directed  their  attacks  a]  mod 
entirely  again  (I:  the  &rii  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  whom  they  confidcred, 
in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
as  the  moll  efEcient,  and  confe- 
quently  as  the .  moft  immediately 
lefponfible,  of  any  of  the  King's 
ftrvants.    • 

No  lefs  than  three  motions  of 
cenfure,  relative  to  the  date  and 
difpofition  of  the  navy,  and  one 
fbr  the  removal  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  from  his  Majefty's  {er- 
vice,  were  madcf  daring  the  pre- 
fent feiilon  in  the  Houie  of  Com- 
Hions.  In  confequence  of  ah  ad- 
drefs  for.  the  pnrpofe,  feveral  ex- 
trads  of  letters  relative  to  the 
equipment  of  the  Breft  fleet,  ha- 
Ti.  ,  i  vine  been  laid  before 
^»^^  i^'  thzf  Uouk.  Mr.  Fox 
moved  the  following  refolution.*^ 
•«  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe, 
that  the  fending  Admiral  Keppel, 
in  the  month  of  June  laft,  to  a 
fiation  off  the  coaft  of  France,  with 
a  fquadron  of  twenty  fhips  of  the 
fine,  and  four  frigates,  at  a  time 
when  a  French  fleet,  confifting, 
as  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe,' 
of  thirty-two  (hips  of  the  line,  and 
certainly  of  twenty-feven,  with  a 
teat  number  of  frigates,  was  at 
ft,  and  ready  to  put  to  fea,  was 


grea 
Bred 


a  measure  greatly  hazardods  to  the 
fafety  of  the  kingdom,  without 
any  ^  proipeft  of  an  adequaCte  ad- 
vantage." ' 

Mr.  Fox  introduced  his  motion 
by  a  very  able  and  animated 
fpeech ;  in  the  courfe  of  which  he 
acknowledged,  that  if  the  prefent 
was  carried,  he  would  follow  it 
with  another  for  the  removal  of  the 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty;  and  it 
would  then  reft  with  that  Houfe, 
whether  the  fadb  ftated  in  his  mo- 
tion, would  not  fi^rniih  matter  fuf* 
ficient  to  found  upon  it  a  parlia- 
mentary enquiry.  He  began  with 
fome  obfervations,  on  the  advan- 
tages refulting  from  thofe  fort  of 
enquiries  which  he  propofed  ;  and 
which  are  peculiar  to  free  govern- 
ments. He  faid,  that  fubfequent 
inquifttorial  controuls,  were  a  fub- 
ftitute  for  that  fecre^y  and  dif- 
patch  in  which  arbitrary  ftates  are 
thought  to  excel,  and  that  it  more 
than  compenfated  for  the  want  of 
them  ;  as  was  fully  proved,  by  the 
irrefiflible  exertions,  and  the  al- 
moft  inexhauftible  refoufces,  of 
free  ftates.  That,  vigour  of  exer- 
tion, and  attenuon  to  duty,  are 
always  found  where  the  final  ac- 
count is  inevitable ;  and  where  no 
favour,  no  court  cabal,  can  fecure 
ne gledl  and  incapacity  from  detec- 
tion and  punifhment. 

The  propriety  of  entering  into 
the  refolution  propofed,  was  fup-* 
ported  by  the  following  very  em« 
barrafting  dilemma.  When  Mr. 
Keppel  failed  from  Plymouth  on 
the  9th  of  June,  with  20  (hips,  un- 
der Orders  to  cruize  off  Ufbant  for 
a  certain  number  of  days ;  the  ad. 
miralty  board  muft  have  koown 
that  there  were  then  thirty  fail  of 
the  line  ready  to  proceed  to  Tea  in 
Breft  water,  or  cUe  that  board  wss 
ignorant 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE,    [nj 


^;&orant  of  the  tk€t.  If  the  for- 
ner,  it  was  faid  to  be  an  ad  of  the 
bighcft  criminality*  to  nfqne  the 
fate  of  this  country  in  (o  great  a 
(^parity  of  force.  Had  an  en- 
ngement  happened,  which  mufl 
have  been  ineviubly  the  cafe,  had 
not  the  rood  confuramate  wifdom 
isd  love  for  his  country,  induced 
Admiral  Keppel,  in  a  cafe  of  fuch 
infiaice  importance,  to  difregard  the 
orders  of  the  ininifters,'the  confe- 

£»ces  might  have  been  fatal  to 
naval  power  of  this  country. 
Oar  trade  mieht  have  been  ruined, 
DOT  coafts  iniulted,  and,  in  the  de. 
ftradkn  of  Portfmouth  and  Ply- 
mouth, the  feeds  of  all  future  navies 
for  ever  exterminated. 

On  the  other  hand,  prefuming 
Aat  the  iirft  lord  of  the  admiralty 
wai  ignorant  of  the  real  naval 
ibrce  of  France,  would  not  the 
confequeoces  to  the  nation  be  the 
£une?  And  therefore,  it  was  afk- 
ed,  was  not  his  condud  equally 
crioinil ;  For  negligence  in  men, 
tatrofted  with  the  safety  of  na- 
Bqns,  was  very  different  from  the 
De£]i|ence«  of  ordinary  perfons. 
In  fuch  men,  negligence  was  cri- 
jniotTuy*  And,  that  men  high  in 
iiice,  and  in  refponfible  Htuations, 
M  b  effed  acknowledge  guilt, 
vbcD  they  pleaded  ignorance  in 
jalH6ation     of    mifconduft     and 

Oa   the  other  fide  it  was  ian- 

firtrd>  that  before  ignorance  was 

ft&rtA    to   imply  criminality,    it 

*u  abfdutety  neceifary,  that  the 

^  in    ^tieftion    ihonld  be  eita- 

Ufflkedi    that  u   Ihould  be  afcer- 

liiBid  beyond  a  poiEbility  of  doubt. 

Thu  the  faft  which  was  produced, 

it  the  foundatton  of  the  refolution 

mv  propofed,  via.   "  That  there 

**  mrt  tj  Ihips  of  the  line  in  Breft 


"  water,**  was  fo  fair  from  being 
proved,  that  it  was  not  even 
grouf^ded  on  probability.  If  the 
pipers  found  on  board  the  Pallas 
and     Licorne,    were    adduced  as 

C roofs  of  the  fad,  nothing  could 
e  more  vague,  indefinite,  and  in- 
concluiive.  For  firft,  fuppoiing 
the  import  of  thofe  papers  to  have 
been  ever  fo  precife,  it  was  to  be 
remembered,  that  they  were  en- 
tirely without  date;  and  in  the 
next  place,  that  they  contained 
nothing  more  than  an  order  to 
provide  anchorage  for  fuch  a  cer- 
tain  rate  and  number  of  (hips.  It 
therefore  contained  evidence,  not 
that  the  (hips  were  ready  for  fea, 
but  that  anchorage  was  ordered  for 
them  when  they  (hould  be  ready. 
If  the  written  evidence,  they  faid, 
was  defeflive,  the  parole  evidence, 
given  by  Admiral  Keppel  (who 
had  been  examined  in  his  place, 
relative  to  the  verbal  information 
he  received  by  the  capture  of  the 
two  French  frigates)  muft  be  no 
lefs  defeflive,  for  it  was  founded 
entirely  upon  the  written. 

But  the  evidence,  they  faid,  was 
not  more  defective  in  fupport  of 
the  prefumption  on  which  the  re- 
folution was  founded,  than  the  cir- 
cumdances  were  (Irong,  which  went 
diredly  to  its  overthrow.  For  it 
appeared,  that  a  number  of  French 
merchantmen  had  been  fuffcred  to 
pafs  through  the  Briti(h  fleet,  fo 
late  as  the  23d  or  24th  of  June. 
The  ftrength  or  weaknefs  of  the 
Britifh  fleet  mull  have  been  known 
to  them.  And  if  the  Breft  fleet 
had  fuch  a  fuperiority  as  was  af- 
ferted,  what  reafon  could  be  given, 
why  they  did  not  inftantly  proceed 
to  fea,  in  order  to  meet  and  to 
cru(h  fo  bferior  an  enemy  i  But 
although  M.  D'Orvilliers  was  in 
IHj  jpoiTeffion 


ii4l      ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1779^ 


pofleiTion  of  that  information  from 
the  23d  of  June,  he  did  not  leave 
Bred  harbour  until  the  8ih  of  July ; 
ft  full  proof  that,  cor/wrarv  to  the 
words  of  the  refolutiou,  there  was 
no  reaibn  to  fuppofe,  that  there 
\verc  32,  or  even  27  ft»ips  of  the 
tine  in  Brcft  water  rtady  to  put  to 
fea. 

It  was  aflerted  on  the  fame  fide, 
that  when  Lord  Hawke  was-fent  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  French, 
upon  the  rumour  of  an  invafion  in 
the  year  1 758,  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty, upon  hearing  the  enemy 
had  a  fuperior  force  out,  fent  him 
orders  to  return :  although  he  did 
not  receive  the  orders  until  the  fcr- 
vice  was  ended,  that  gallant  and 
able  officer  aniwered  the  board  in 
his  letter,  that  he  (hould  never  re- 
linquiih  his  duty,  or  return  into 
port,  from  any  trifling  fu period ty 
of  the  enemy.  They  farther  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  the  evil,  which  was 
fuppofed  or  apprehended,  had  really 
happened,  and  that  Admiral  Kep- 
pel  had  been  defeated,  was  it  pro- 
bable, or  could  it  even  be  fup- 
ppfed,  that  a  conflict  with  a  Britiih 
fleet  of  zo  (hips  of  the  line,  fhould 
have  left  the  enemy  in  a  condition 
to  purfue  their  viftory  to  the  dc- 
ftrudlicn  of  all  our  naval  maga- 
zines? The  only  vidory,  ihey 
faid,  which  France  ever  obtained 
over  England  at  fea,  was  that  over 
Lord  Torrington  in  the  reign  of 
King  William.  Then,  inftcad  of 
purfi^ing  the  advantage  they  had 
gained,  inflead  of  burning  Portf- 
mouth  or  Plymouth,  inflead  **  of 
«*  exterminating  the  feeds  of  all 
*'  future  navies,'*  the  French  fleet, 
contented  with  its  honours,  retired 
into  the  ports  of  France  to  repair 
(he  damages  which  it  had  unavoid- 
ably   fuftained*     And   fuch,  they 


fsdd,  muft  have  been  the  coa(e- 
qucnces  of  a  viftory,  if  they  had 
obtained  one,  in  the  preient  in- 
ftancc. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  replied, 
that  M.  D'Orvilliers  continaing  in 
port  after  the  arrival  of  the  mer- 
chantmen who  had  paiTed  through 
the  Britiih  fleet,  was  by  no  means 
a  proof,  nor  did  it  even  amount  to 
a  prefumptive  evidence  of  any 
weight,  that  he  was  not  then,  with 
the  force  which  hid  been  ftated, 
in  adlual  condition  for  proceeding 
to  fea.  For  it  would  have  been  a 
meafore  extremely  hazardoiqs  for 
that  commander,  and  which,  with- 
out exprefs  orders  from  bis  court 
he  could  not  have  ventured,  to 
have  trufted  himfelf  to  fea  with  27 
fail  of  the  line,  before  he  had  re- 
ceived the  moft  undoubted  inform- 
ation of  Admiral  Byron's  departure 
from  the  channel.  For,  antil  he 
was  perfedly  fatisfied  that  the  Bri- 
tiih fleet  was  divided,  he  could 
have  had  no  aflurance,  that  inflead 
of  twenty,  he  fliould  not  have  en- 
countered Admiral  Keppel,  witha 
fleet  of  35  fliips  of  the  line ;  which 
was  the  force  he  had  caufe  to  appre- 
hend, including  Byron's  fquadron, 
and  three  fliips,  which  were  ready 
for  fea,  and  which  he  had  therefore 
a  right  to  conflder  as  part  of  the 
fleet.  For  the  French  merchant- 
men could  report  no  farther  than 
they  faw.  They  faw  three  flags, 
and  they  might  perhaps  coont  zo 
fail  of  the  line;  but  they  could 
not  poflibly  anfwer  that  there  were 
no  more  in  company. 

That  this  was  the  fcale  by  which 
the  French  regulated  their  condQ£t> 
was  evident  from  what  followed. 
For  as  foon  as  Admiral  Byron's 
dcfUnation  was  known  in  Paris, 
orders  were  fent  to  Brcft  for  the 
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fleet  to  proceed  to  fea;  and  M. 
D'Orvilliers  inftantly  weighed  an- 
chor; which  affords  a  flrong  evi- 
dence, that  nothing  had  retained 
him  in  Bred,  but  the  difficulty 
which  the  French  court,  as  well  as 
their  commander,  found  in  believ- 
ing it  poffible,  that  any  fet  of  men, 
ihoold  fo  far  abufe  the  confidence 
of  the  nation  which  they  ferved,  as 
to  commit,  in  a  defperate  contefl, 
that  naval  power,  which  it  had  cod 
their  country  fo  much  blood,  fo 
JBDch  treafttre,  and  fo  much  labour 
to  acquire. 

Tttf  alfo  faid,  that  nothine 
fDoId  be  more  egrcgioafly  mi^ 
tued  or  mirreprefented,  than  the 
tridence  acquired  by  the  capture 
of  the  French  fiigaica^  had  been 
b;  the  BtiniAers.  U  was  not  true, 
that  Admiral  K^ppel  had  regulated 
hii  cooduil  by  vague  writcen  or 
imwni^n  evidence  1  nor  that  the 
latter  ftras  founded  upon  the  for- 
aer.  Thic  gentleman  had  tefti* 
W  jD  his  place,  thai  the  evidence 
vhkh  be  had  obtained  from  feve- 
nl  of  ibe  French  feamen,  who 
were  newly  come  out  of  firefl,  and 
1^  be  had  feparately  examined, 
*Q  went  in  the  moll  dircd  and 
tofflgeft  manner,  to  orroboraie 
^  of  the  written  paper ;  and  that 
^^'  ill  agreed  in  the  great  cir- 
^uailaacef, as  to  the  number,  force, 
^  fitnation  of  the  French  fleet, ' 

I^th  facb  a  degree   of  exa£lnefs, 
«  would  have  afforded  weight  to 
tftr  laoft  doubtful   teAtmony.      It 
*Mfci  have     bce«     curious,   they^ 
^w  jf  it  had  not  of  late  become^ 
^  comoson  ai  to  lofe  the  elFeA,  to 
^  thoi^  metip  who  have  the  au- 
^ij  ca  refafc  adl  means  of  in- 
r^nudon  to  parBament,  repeatedly 
^  upoo  the  oppoiition  for  thofe 
od  polrtire  proofs  b  fup- 


port  of  their  charges,  which  they 
thcmfelves  openly  and  avowedly 
keep  back.  It  was  only  the  other 
day,  that  the  oppoiition  had  moved 
for  all  thofe  documents  which  would 
have  eitabliihed  their  charges,  with 
even  the  ftrongell  degree  of  legal 
evidence  ;  and  thofe  very  minifteri, 
who  now  have  the  effrontery  to  call 
for  proofs,  were  themfelves  the 
perfons,  who  under  the  mofl  fri- 
volous and  fhameful  pretences,  had 
procured,  in  that  Houfe,  a  ne- 
gative to  their  motion.  Ic  was, 
ho«vever,  fortunate,  they  faid,  that 
thofe  papers  on  the  table,  which 
minillers  could  find  no  pretence 
or  colour  for  keeping  back,  would, 
along  with  the  teftimony  given  by 
the  honourable  admiral,  afford  fuf- 
ficient  evidence  for  the  Houfe  to 
proceed  on,  and  fuffi:ient  ground 
for  all  the  purpol'ea  of  the  mo- 
tion. 

The   queftion   being    put    after 
one   o'clock,  the  motion    was    re- 
jcdlsd,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma-  ^ 
jority  only  of  34,  the  numbers  be- 
ing 204  10  170. 

This  was  an  unufual  divifion  on 
the  fide  of  the  minority.  And  the 
minifler  (hewed  a  degree  of  paffioa 
and  vehemence  in  different  pares 
of  this  debate,  which  was  not  at 
all  cuilomary  with  him.  ft  has  been 
obfervcd  by  fome,  who  from  long 
experience  think  they  may  form 
an  opinion  on  the  appearances  of 
things  in  that  Houfe,  that  the 
queftion  would  probably  have  beea 
carried  in  the  afhrmaiive,  if  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  Admini« 
flration,  having  equally  perceived 
the  fame  indications,  had  not  im- 
mediately applied  himfelf  to  pre- 
vent their  effe^.  For  that  mini^ 
fter,  obferving  ftrong  marks  of  de- 
fedk>n,    particukrly    among    that 

IH]2  part 


i6]     ANNUAL   REGISTER,   1779. 


Part  of  the  country  gentlemen  who 
^apport  adminidracion,  recalled  both 
^hem  and  his  other  wavering  friends 
to  the  (landard,  by  openly  declar- 
ing, that  the  motion  of  cenfure 
againd  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiral- 
ty,  went  dircftly  to  himfclf,  and 
to  all  the  other  mini ftcra ;  that  there 
could  be  no  difcrimination  ;  as  they 
were  ail  equally  concerned  in  the 
condu6l  cf  public  affairs,  they 
were  all  equally  liable  to  anfwer 
for  the  coiifequences ;  there  could 
be  no  feparate  praife  or  cenfure; 
whatever  reached  one,  mud  reach 
the  whole. 

Notwithdanding  this  defeat,  Mr. 
Fox  did  not  abandon,  he  only 
fhifted  his  ground ;  and  keeping 
his  objeft  dill  deadily  in  view, 
ur  UQU  brought  .the  bufinefs 
M  arch  »tn.  forward  under  another 
form  a  few  days  after.  As  he  had 
given  early  noiicc  of  his  intention, 
adminidration  rallied  all  their  forces, 
and  the  Houfe  was  even  more  full 
than  it  had  been  on  the  preceding 
debate. 

He  obferved,  in  opening  the 
grounds  of  his  intended  motion, 
tr.at  notwithdanding  the  general 
refemblance,  and  the  principle  be- 
ing the  fame  in  both,  it  differed 
from  the  former  in  one  refpedl ; 
that  being  particular  and  fpccific, 
whrreas  this  went  to  a  general  pro- 
pofi  ion.  It  included  only  matter 
of  public  and  univerfal  notoriety; 
matter  as  well  known  without 
that  Houfe  as  within ;  and  as  fully 
in  the  poffedion  of  all  Europe,  as 
it  was  of  the  firitifh  parliament  or 
miniders.  It  called  for  no  fpecific 
proofs.  He  fhould  not  trouble  one 
gentleman  to  date  our  weaknefs  at 
home;  another  to  (hew  our  infe- 
riority in     North  -  America  ; 


for  the  proof,  that  we  had  totally 
abandoned  our  commerce,  oar  coor 
fequence,  and  our  fbrtrefies  in  the 
Mediterranean.      Thofe  formi,  fo 
necedfary  to    fubdantiate  charges, 
where  there  was  the  fmalled  room 
for  doubt,  fufpencc,  or  hedtation, 
were  in  this  m dance  totally  need- 
lefs.    He  well  forefaw  what  other 
grounds    of   objedlion    would  be 
taken  againd  his  propofitions,  bat 
he  had  the  fatisfadion  of  knowing,' 
that  not  a  fyllable  of  their  contents 
could  be  controverted  in  point  of 
fad;  his   hardiefl  opponents  moil 
acknowledge  them  to  be  literally 
and  fubdantially  trae.    He  woold 
therefore  trud  his  motion  to  the 
feelings  and  convidion  of  his  hear- 
ers; he  would  reft  it  on  that  tef- 
timony,  which  every  thinking  man 
mud  lecretly  fubmit  to,  and  every 
honed  man  avowedly  declare;  he 
would  appeal  to  no  other  tribo- 
nal. 

He,  however,  thought  it  necef- 
fary,  by  way  of  illudration,  and  of 
bringing  fo  great  a  variety  of  mat- 
ter within  fome  moderate  compafs 
of  view  and  remembrance,  to  trace 
the   round  of   public   a'^irs    and 
tranfaftions,    both    at    home  and 
abroad,  from  the  beginning  of  Ac 
troubles.     In  this  courfe  he  took 
a  clear  and  comprehenfive  view  of 
the    diredion,    management,  ope* 
rations,   and   confcquences   of  d* 
war ;  of  the  date  and  condod  of 
the  naval  department;  he  (hewed 
what  miniders  had  done,  and  what 
they  had  neglcfted;  he  recalled* 
with   precifion,  their  declarationip 
profeffions,  avowed  views,  and  pf^ 
mifes,    at    different    periods ;  be 
(hewed    the  ample   means    whSA 
that  Houfe  and  the  nation  had  ^1 
into  their  hands,  and  the  fangaiat; 
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tJooally  fbrme&t  upon  foch  means* 
ind  ittch  aiTuntnces;  and  then 
fiated,  in  what  manner  thofe  ex- 
peAadons  had  be<:n  anfwered,  and 
thofe  promifes  fulfilled.  But  he 
did  not  confine  himfelf  to  afiur« 
aoces,  or  to  declarations  in  either 
Houfe.  The  great  qaedion  at  ifiue 
was,  whether  our  preparations,  and 
the  ftate  of  our  navy*  were  ade- 
qoateto  the  vaft  fums  which  had 
been  granted  for  thofe  fervices? 
This  was  a  matter  in  which  there 
was  no  occafion  for  promifes  to  &x 
the  piblic  refponfibility  of  mini- 
fien.  And  it  was  a  matter,  he  faid, 
io  which  there  was  not,  nor  could 
not,  be  a  iecond  opinion,  either 
^thia  or  without  the  Houfe. 

in  taking  a  view  of  naval  af- 

&irs  under  the  prefent  marine  mi- 

aifler,  he  drew  up  a  comparative 

efioate,  of  the    date,   condition, 

ttd  expences  of  the  navy,  daring 

certain  periods,   and^  under  equal 

arciunftances,  of  that  adminidra- 

tioD,  and  of  former  times.     By  this 

etimate  he  would  make  it  appear, 

tbit  our,  peace  eftabliihment  for  the 

unr*  ^^  co^  (^c  nation    nearly 

mue  the  money,  during  the  five 

years  previous  to  the  prefent  trou- 

iiiei,  which  it  had  done  in  thofe 

iuiediately     preceding    the    late 

ttt;  and  fix>m  fimilar  calculations 

le  endeavoured  to  demonflrate  a 

gmi  exceh  aifo  in  our  prefent  war 

eiabltfhinent ;  particularly  that  the 

ttpenditurc    of  the    navy   in  the 

fear  1778,  eaccceded  that  of  17C6, 

hf  full  half  a    million.    He   then 

aetered  ifito  a  ftria  inquiry,  whe- 

l^r  oar  naval  preparation  and  ef- 

Jc&ive  ilrength  in  the  prefent  in- 

ftioce,  l^rc   that  proportional  fu- 

pmoniy  over   the   former,  which 

lie  nation   had   a  right  to  expedl 

$^  the  expenditure^    And  hav- 


ing on  this  ground,  as  he  faid,  not 
only  clearly  demonftrated  the  con* 
trary,  but  that  the  navy  was,  in 
every  fcnfe  and  refpedl,  greatly,  and 
moH  alarmingly  inferior;  he  from 
thence  inferred  jufl  and  full  caufe 
for  the  cenfure  of  that  Houfe,  and 
for  the  M  ell  founded  refentments  of 
the  people  at  large. 

He  furomed  up  the  whole  of  a 
long  and  fevere  fcrutiny  into  the 
condud^  of  public  affairs,  the  ope* 
rations  of  the  war,  with  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  marine  depart- 
ment, and  the  (late  of  the  navy, 
ill  the  following  conclufions :  -— 
Either,  that  rainiiWs  afled  under 
the  dominion  of  the  groifell  and 
dulled  ignorance,  or  that  they  were 
aduated  by  finifter,  corrupt,  and 
dangerous  motives ;  and  that  they 
were  therefore,  in  either  cafe,  un« 
worthy  of  public  truH  or  confi* 
dence.  From  this  dilemma,  he 
faid,  there  was  no  efcape.  Igno- 
rance or  treachery,  was  the  only 
alternative.— His  motion  was  con* 
ceived  in  the  following  terms  : 
**  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe, 
**  that,  the  ilate  of  the  navy,  on 
**  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
»**  with  France^  was  very  unequal 
**  to  what  this  Houfe  and  the  na« 
<«  tion  had  been  led  to  expc6l,  as 
'<  well  from  the  declarations  of  his 
**  Majefty's  minifters,  as  from  the 
**  great  fums  of  money  granted, 
«*  and  debts  incurred  for  tnat  (ct' 
*'  vice ;  and  inadequate  to  the  ex. 
**  igencies  of  the  various  fervices, 
^  for  which,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
*<  minilleis  to  have  provided  at  fo 
*'  important  a  crifis.'' 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  infifted, 
that  the  terms  of  the  mqtion  were 
not  fupported  by  the  fa^s  ftated. 
That  it  was  exceedingly  unfair  and 
irregular  to  refer  to  matters  whic^ 
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fell  in  former  debates^  and  much 
inore  fo  to  any  thing  which  might 
^ave  been  faid  in  the  other  Houfe ; 
bat  that  the  abfurdity  as  well  as 
Injuflicc,  of  paffing  a  vote  of  ccn- 
fure,  founded  upon  fuch  loofe  and 
pncertain  grounds,   \^as  fo  palpa- 
ble, as  not  to  require  obfervation« 
They  denied  the  fa£ls,  as  to  ^hat, 
they  faid,  were  the  main  grounds 
of  the  motion ;  namely,  the  fupe- 
riority  attribute^  tp  the  French  in  ^ 
th«  channel,  and  in  America;   and' 
with  refpedl  to  the  Mediterranean, 
they  faid,   that  it  )vas  utteily  im- 
poffiblc  to  provide  a  fuitablc  de- 
fence,  to  every  part  of  poffeffions 
fo    vAdcly   extended   as    thofe  of 
Great-Britain ;  fome  mud  be  neg* 
leded ;  and  in  fuch  circumftances, 
nintfle^   ipuft   exercife  their  dif- 
jCretion  and  judgment,  in  attend « 
ihg  particularly  to  the  fecurity  of 
thofe  places,  which  were  either  of 
fhe  greated  importance^  or  the  moft 
immediately-  expofed.    No  fair  or 
dircft  inference,   they  faid,  could 
be  drawn,  from  the  comparative 
Aate  of  the  money  granted  for  na- 
val ferviceS|  in  the  the  two  intenm9> 
f>revious  to  the  breaking  out  of  the 
aft  and  the  preferit  war ;  nor  from 
chat  of  the  fleets,  in  thevear  1756, 
and  1778.    It  was  well  known  that 
the  ihips  Y/fsre  larger  now  than  at 
the  former  period ;  we  had  then  a 
immber  of  fipall  fixtys  and  fixty- 
fours  ;  none  on  that  fmall  fcale  are 
HOW   retained ;    that  rate  has  not 
cnly   been     greatly    improved    in 
point  of  iize  and  ftrength ;  but  its 
place  has  been  in  a  ereat  meafure 
fupplied  in  the  navy,  by  a  number 
of  ne>y  fevcnty  -  fours,  which   arc 
t)uilt  on  fo  large  a  conflrudion,  as 
to  be  nearly  equal  in  point  of  ton- 
|iage  to  our  old  fecond  rates.     So 
that  upon  the  whole^  fairly  com- 


paring the  exertions  at  both  perie<!s« 
It  was  not  doubted,  but  that  (Hir 
force,  in  1778,  would  be  found  fub- 
ftantially  equal  to  what  it  had  been 
in  1756. 

The  contradiflion  given  to  the 
fafts  dated  by  Mr.  Fox,  along  vnth 
the  reference  to  matters  in  which 
they  were  themfelves  immediately 
concerned,  called  up  the  two  great 
naval  commanders,  who  lately  had 
the  conduct  of  our  fleeti»  on  the 
home,  smd  on  the  American  fer- 
vice.  The  noble  lord  who  was 
newly  returned  from  the  latter, 
and  who  feconded  the  motion, 
(Lord  Howe)  obferved  the  diffi. 
culty  he  was  under  in  fpeaking, 
left  it  (hould  be  fuppofed  that  what 
he^faid,  might  tend  to  any  glofs, 
or  undue  explanation,  of  the  affair 
which  he  had  himfelf  to  fettle  with 
the  minifters,  and  which  he  was 
pledged  to  that  Houle  to  bring  for- 
ward. But  being  on  the  other 
hand  appreheniive,  that  his  total 
^ence  mi?ht  be  coniidered  as  an 
approbation  of  meafurea  which  be 
to^lly  condemned ;  meafures, 
which,  he  was  fully  perfuaded,  were 
weak,  incapable,  and,  if  longer 
permitted  or  purfued,  which  mjft 
terminate  in  the  deftru«5lion  of  the 
naval  power  of  this  country,  and 
confequently  of  the  country  itfelf, 
he  held  it  incumbent  on  him,  as  a 
public  duty,  to  prevent  fuch  an 
opinion  from  prevailing.  Among 
Other  profefiional  matters,  which  he 
accordingly  entered  upon,  he  de- 
clared, that  he  thought  the  means 
pat  into  the  hands  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  were  fuch  as  enabled  them 
to  have  a  much  more  refpedabte 
navy  on  foot ;  that  above  all 
things,  the  Mediterranean  ought 
to  have  been  provided  for ;  he  be- 
ing thoroughly  convinced,  that  it 

would 
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all  Europe,  by  a  noble  member  of 
the  admiralty  board,  ««  thai  the 
"  Breft  fleet  confifted  of  only  fe- 
*»  ventecn  (hips  of  the  line,'*  at 
the  rime,  that  under  the  apprehcn- 
fion  of  a  fuperior  force,  he  had  re- 
turned from  his  cruize  off  that 
port.  Among  other  curious  par- 
ticulars relative  to  naval  affairs, 
which  came  out  in  his  fpeech,  he 
obferved,  that  in  the  years  1765 
and  1766,  when  he  fat  at  the  ad- 
miralty board,  a  fcheme  was  pro- 
pofed  and  adopted,  for  keeping  at 
all  rimes,  eighty  (hips  of  the  line 
of  battle,  with  a  proporrionable 
number  of  frigates,  ready  for  actual 
fervice ;  he  likewife  dated,  that  t  £ 
that  determination  had  immedi- 
ately after  been  totally  abandoned, 
and  even  fuppofing,  that  the  whole 
navy  had  been  annihilated,  at  the 
rime  that  the  prefcnt  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty  came  to  prefide  in 
that  department,  it  appeared  evi- 
dently, from  the  papers  before 
them,  that  the  grants  of  parlia- 
ment for  the  naval  fervice,  within 
his  adminillration,  had  been  fo 
ample,  and  unufually  great,  that 
a  fleet  of  eighty  (hips  of  the  line, 
might  have  been  conftrudled  from 
the  keel,  and  in  aftual  fervice  at 
fea,  without  any  addiiional  charge 
to  the  nadon,  by  the  dofe  of  the 
year  1777;  whereas,  by  that  no- 
ble lord's  own  account,  we  had 
not  at  that  period,  in  all  flarions» 
at  home  and  abroad,  quite  Miy, 
that  were  in  condition  for  fervice  ; 
and  he  believed  that  he  (hould  be 
juflified  in  iaying.  that  we  had  not 
forty,  fit  for  leal  fervice.  He  far- 
ther declared,  that  the  deficiency 
in  number,  was  not,  at  that  time, 
the  moft  alarming  circumilance 
with  refpe£t  to  the  navy ;  for,  that 
he  was  well  warranted  in  affirming, 
[H]  4  chat 


would  be  impoffible  for  this  conn- 
try  at  any  rime  to  preferve  its  na- 
ri  fnperiority,  while  that  fervice 
wa3  negleded;  but  much  more, 
when,  as  in  the  prefcnt  inflance, 
it  was  apparently  abandoned. 

He  condaded,  by  informing  the 
Hoafe    of  the  motives  which  in- 
duced him  to  rerire  from  the  Ame- 
rican   fervice.      He  faid,  that  he 
had   been  deceived  into  his  com- 
mand; that  he  had  been  deceived 
while    he  retained  it;    that,  tired 
asd  difgaftcid,  he  had  required  per- 
sttfion  to  refign;    that  he  would 
Iiave  retamed  zs  foon  as  he  had  ob- 
tained  it,  but  that  he  could  not 
think  of  quitring  the  Bririlh  fleet 
in  a  ftate  of  danger,  wbilil  it  had 
I  faperior  enemy  in  the  American 
li»s    to  encounter;    that  on  the 
wkde,  his  fituarion  was  fuch,  that 
lie  had  been  compelled  to  refign ; 
and  that  a  thorough  recollection  of 
what  he  had  felt,  and  what  he  had 
fiifered,   indoced    him  to  decline 
inj  nfcfBLc  of  ever  returning  into 
t  fimation  whi^h  might  terminate 
IB  equal  ill   treatment,  mortifica- 
tioB,  and  difguft.     That  the  fame 
aoiivcs  and  fentiments  which  ope- 
med  with  refped  to  America,  mufl 
tkitf  e^ual  force,  in  inducing  him 
ta  decltiie  all  future    fervice,   fo 
Im^  as  the  prefent  miniflers  con- 
teed  in  omce ;    for  that  he  was 
litcieotly  convinced,  by  a  full  and 
iedkwe    experience,   that  befides 
his  honour  and  profeffional 
cr  in   fuch  an  attempt*  he 
could     not,    under   fuch  counfels, 
n&der  any  eflential  fervice  to  his 
COBBEry* 
Mmirzi    Keppel  reprobated,  in 
of  th^  utmofl  leverity,  the 
m^    a^ertioo,   as   he  called  it, 
ma6z  in    the  face  of  that  Houfe, 
in  defLi;iice  of  a  faCt  known  to 
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that  the  {hips  in  general  were  not 
in  good  condition,  nor  fit  to  bear 
]ong  or  difficnlt  fcrvices.  He  alfo 
ftatedy  the  great  lofs  which  the 
naval  fervicc  had  fuRaincd,  from 
the  want  of  a  fufficient  number  of 
frigates;  faid,  that  when  he  had 
been  advifcd  with  in  November 
1776,  as  well  as  upon  a  prior  oc- 
cafion,  when  foreign  preparations 
were  likewife  fo  formidable  as  to 
excite  an  alarm,  he  had  ftrongly 
preflcd  the  neceffity  of  fpeedily 
fupplying  the  deficiency  of  fri- 
gates; notwith (landing  which,  and 
the  obvioufnefs  of  the  matter,  that 
cfTencial  part  of  the  fervice  had 
been  entirely  negleded ;  one  con- 
fequence  of  which,  among  a  num- 
ber of  bad  ones,  was,  that  great 
ihips  were  obliged  to  be  fent  out, 
upon  every  petty  occafion,  where 
fiigates  would  anfwcr  the  purpofe 
equally,  if  not  better;  whereby 
the  nation  was  not  only  put  to  an 
immenfe  and  unneceflary  expence, 
in  the  repairs  of  thofe  capital  fhips; 
but  what  was  dill  worfe,  when  they 
came  to  be  wanted  for  adtual  fer- 
vice, they  were  found  crippled, 
and  in  a  great  meafure  qnfervice- 
able.  He  concluded  his  fpeech, 
by  declaring  the  admiralty  board 
to  be  totally  negligent,  uninform- 
ed, and  in  every  way  unequal  to 
the  adminiilration  of  the  naval 
affairs  of  this  ccuntryt 

It  was  not  eafy  to  withfland,  upon 
their  own  ground,  fuch  profeffional 
charges  and  opinions,  coming  from 
fuch  authorities.  In  effe6i,  the  mo- 
tion was  principally  oppofed,  upon 
the  general  allegation  of  its  not 
being  fupported  by  any  fufficient 
evidence,  and  the  condudl  of  the 
admiralty  defended,  by  a  flat,  di- 
red,  and  unqualified  contradidion, 
to  almoft  every  fadl  dated  by  the 


oppofitioD,  whether  with  refpeA  ta 
the  prefent,  or  to  anv  paft  ftate  o£ 
the  navy.  Fads  and  afifertions  fe 
diametrically  oppofite>  prefented 
fuch  an  apparent  opening^  for 
doubt,  that  a  gentleman,  well  an* 
derflood  to  be  a  friend  to  admini- 
ilration, though  feembgly,  in  cer« 
tain  cafes,  rather  doubtful  or  ec- 
centric in  his  conduct,  made  that 
uncertainty  his  ground  of  argu« 
ment,  why  the  Houfe  could  not  in 
confdence  come  to  a  vote  often- 
fure;  but,  as  he  alfo  faid,  that 
appearances  were  fo  ftrong,  as  to 
juftify  an  opinion,  that  the  mini- 
fters  were  culpable  in  fome  in- 
(lances,  he  would  therefore  move 
the  previous  queflion,  in  order  to 
leave  the  matter  open  for  farther 
enquiry. 

The  fulnefs  of  the  Honfe,  how- 
ever, afforded  fuch  a  confidence  to 
the  minider  in  his  ftrength>  as  pre* 
vented  his  being  content  to  get  rid 
of  the  bufinefs  by  a  previous  qoef- 
tion.  He  faid,  that  the  fads  and 
charges  which  had  been  flatedi 
were  fo  dired  and  important,  as  to 
admit  of  no  medium;  they  mnfl 
be  cither  eftablifhed  or  overthrown  i 
and  as  they  were  not  yet  fupported 
by  a  fingle  tittle  of  proof,  the 
mod  regular  and  parliamenurjf 
mode  of  proceeding,  he  faid,  foi 
the  prefent,  was  to  meet  them  mtfa 
a  diredl  negative ;  which,  he  con- 
tended, would  not  by  any  meam 
prevent  a  future  enquiry  into  the 
fubjed,  if  any  fufficient  evidence 
could  be  found  for  its  fupport. 

The  queilion  being  to  be  pat 
after  twelve  o'clock,  Mr.  Fox  arofe; 
and  requeiled  that  no  perfon  wodM 
give  a  vote  in  favour  of  his  mo- 
tion, who  was  not  perfectly  fatis< 
fied,  that  the  general  fadts  ftatec 
in  it  were  fully  proved,  botl 
literalli 
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litenQy  &nd  foblUncia]]/*  and  that 
the  mimfters  had  failed  in  their  re- 
peated aflurances  to  that  Houfe  and 
to  the  nation. 

The  modon  was  rejeded  apon  a 
divi&on,  by  a  majority  of  246,  to 
174.  Althoagh  1 8  geDtlemen,  who 
had  not  been  prefent  at  the  former 
divifion,  now  voted  with  the  mi- 
nority* and  that  they  had  like- 
wife  made  one  convert  from  the 
Bajdrity  (a  gendeman  who  ac- 
koowledged  in  his  fpeech  the  force, 
of  diat  oniverial  notoriety y  and  in- 
ternal convidlion,  which  were  not 
generally  admitted  as  evidence)  yet 
we  fee  that  thefe  additions,  were 
fo  nearly  balanced  by  the  prefent 
abientees,  that  the  increafe  of  num« 
beron  that  fide  was  trifling. 

The  difcontenu  in  the  navy  now 
appeared  in  the  moft  alarming  de- 
gree. We  have  feen  in  the  pre- 
nt  inftance,  the  determination  of 
Lord  Howe.  In  the  preceding  de- 
btie.  Admiral  Keppel  declared  in 
V$  place,  that  after  what  he  had 
alreadv  experienced  and  fuflfered  at 
thdr  huNls,  he  could  never  think 
of  refaming  a  command,  under  the 
ttcfmt  naval  adminiftradon ;  that 
\iMc$  it£  being  inconfiftent  with  a 
doc  regard  to  his  honour,  and  ex- 
cecdJAgly  hazardous  with  refped  to 
Itil  profeffional  chara&er,  he  was 
Mf  convinced  in  his  mind,  that 
h  ^d  nou  lender  their  influence 
wovdti^,  promote  in  any  eflential 
dt|fee  ibe  lotercfls  of  his  country  ; 
«bi£h  w%s  the  only  motive  that 
fimld  Induce  him  to  undertake  its 
itfi^.  About  this  time  alfo,  or 
ieon  after.  Sir  Robert  Harland, 
Cipain  tcvefon  Gowcr,  Sir  John 
iud^y,  and  fopie  other  ofticers 
«f  Wgh  name  and  diftinguiflicd 
mmu  cither  t|oittcd.  the  lervice, 
0rd«cb^  aamg  under  the  pre- 


fent fyflem.  And  fo  general  wa« 
the  difcontcnt  and  dctedion,  that 
it  was  reported  and  believed,  that 
no  lefs  than  twenty,  of  the  moOt 
experienced  and  diflinguifhed  cap- 
tains in  the  navy,  were  on  the  point 
of  throwing  up  their  commilTions 
on  one  day  in  a  body.  Nor  was  it 
fuppofed,  that  the  prevention  of 
this  alarming  event,  was  to  be  at« 
tributed,  either  to  oflicial  manage- 
ment, or  to  governmental  influ- 
ence. Thus  had  the  nation,  the 
mortification  and  grief  to  behold, 
fome  of  her  greateft  and  moft  popu- 
lar naval  commanders,  and  of  her 
braveft  oflicers,  declining  her  fcr- 
vice,  in  a  feafon  of  no  fmall  danger. 

The  fuccefs  with  which  Sir  P.  J. 
Clerke  had  carried  his  bill  for  ex- 
cluding the  contradors  from  Parli- 
ament, through  that  Houfe,  in  the 
preceding  feffion,  feemed,  fo  far, 
to  'afford  fome  reafonable  ground 
of  expedtation  of  fuccefs,  for  the 
prefent  year;  and  perhaps  he 
thought  it  probable,  that  after  fo 
much  time  for  cool  rccolledion, 
the  lords  would  not  think  it  fit- 
ting, to  perfift  in  their  rcjedion  of 
a  bill,  and  their  interference  in  a 
bufinefs,  which  feemcd  fo  peculi- 
arly appropriated  to  the  Commons, 
as  tending  merely  to  the  indepen- 
dence and  purity  of  their  own  body. 
And  this  opinion  feemed  the  more 
feafible,  as  the  lords  had,  a  few 
years  fincc,  feemed  to  lay  it  down 
as  a  do^rine  not  to  be  departed 
from,  that  they  (hould  not  at  all 
interfere  in  any  meafurc  of  regu- 
lation, adopted  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  for  their  own  internal 
governmenL 

However  that  was,  the  gentle- 
man in  queftion  had  moved  on  the 
I2ih  of  February,  for  leave  to 
bring  in    a    difqualifying  bill,  on 

the 
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tKe  fame  grounds  with  thofe  fbr- 
ttcrly  propofed.  As  nothing  could 
poffibly  be  more  mortifying  and 
Vexatioes  to  minifters>  than  the  con- 
'tinnal  renewal  or  introduAion  of 
this  (uhjp&. ;  which,  however  it 
might  finally  be  difpofed  of,  fre- 
qtiently  called  forth  troublefome 
defences,  or  haroiliating  acknow- 
ledgments, and  always  afforded 
means  for  the  ftirring  op  of  fome 
dtfagreeable  or  odious  matter,  fo 
thev  were  now,  as  nfual,  exceed- 
ipgiy  tender  and  irritable  npon  the 
occafion,  feeming  to  confider  the 
attack,  as  if  it  were  no  lefs  perfona! 
to  themfelves,  than  to  thofe  who 
were  its  avowed  and  immediate  ob- 
j«fts.  The  motion  was,  however, 
carried  upon  a  clofe  divifion,  by  a 
Diajority  of  158  to  143;  having 
bronght  out  in  its  way,  no  fmaU 
ponioii  of  the  ttfoal  matter  of  charge 
and  defence. 

Notwithftandin?  this  gleam  of 
foccefs  at  the  outM,  the  mover  had 
Ibbn  the  mortification  to  difcover, 
that  his  favourite  bill,  was  not  like- 
ly to  prove  again  troublefome.  to 
the  lords,  for  that  fome  confider. 
able  change  of  temper  and  opinion 
bad  taken  place  in  that  Hoafe 
«pon  the  fubje£t,  fince  the  period 
of  its  being  canvaiTed  there  m  the 
preceding  iefiion.  Whether  it  were, 
that  the  gentlemen  immediately 
concerned,  had  found  means,  in 
the  intermediate  time,  to  juilify 
the  purity  of  their  condufl  and 
principles,  and  to  ihew  the  inno- 
cence and  public  utility  of  their 
porfuits,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  ferv- 
ed  to  convert  and  bring  over  any 
part  of  their  opponents,  or  from 
whatever  other  caufe  it  proceeded, 
fo  it  was,  that  the  bill  was  loft 
upon  the  motiOD  for  referring  it  to 


a  committee,  after  the  ^^^  ,,jj^ 
fecond  readmg;  when  *'**»^"**">* 
the  qucftion  was  rejeded  opon  a 
divifion  by  a  majority  of  41,  the 
numbers  being  16;  to  124.  After 
which  the  mmifter  moved  that  it 
might  be  laid  by  for  four  months, 
which  was  carried  without  farther 
trouble. 

It  would  have  appeared  ftraRge, 
if  that  fpirit  of  toleration,  which, 
within  a  very  few  years,  has  fpread 
fo  wonderfully,  though  in  different 
degrees,  through,  almo/l,  every 
country  in  Europe,  fhould  have 
paiTed  this  alone,  which  had  (b 
long  valued  itfelf  for  its  enlighten- 
ed views  and  liberal  difpofition,  in 
all  cafes  whether  of  civil  or  reli- 
gious government,  without  difpenf- 
ing  any  ihare  of  that  influence 
which  it  fo  freely  commimicated  to 
others. 

But  they  maft  have  little  attended 
to  fuch  fabjeds,  who  do  not  know 
the  difficulty  of  Shaking  off  the 
trammels  of  fuperftition,  and  the 
inveteracy  of  prejtfSice,  amongft  a 
people  at  large ;  and  the  llill,  per- 
haps, more  arduous  taflc,  to  cure 
laws  and  fyftems  of  government 
of  thofe  habitual  vices,  which  have 
been  fo  long  grafted  into  their  con « 
ftitution,  as  to  appear  a  part  of 
their  original  nature.  In  fad,  the 
number  of  penal  and  criminal  laws 
relative  to  religious  dodrines  and 
opinions,  which,  in  defpite  of  a 
manly  and  liberal  philofophv,  ftill 
fubiifted  in  our  code,  wonla  have 
difgraced  that  cf  a  nation  far  be* 
hind  us,  in  arts,  fcience,  and  civt« 
lization. 

Although  a  law  had  been  pafled 

fome  years  ago,  for  removing  fome 

of  thofe    legal  reftriftions,  which 

had  more  particularly  aifedted  our 

diflcnong 
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courfe,  it  being  eagerly  oppofed  bf 
a  few  gendemen,  who  Itill  conti- 
nued wedded  to  ancient  high  church 
dodtrir.es  and  principles.  But  this 
oppofition  was,  in  cffed,  confined 
only  to  debate;  it  being  fo  weak 
in  point  of  number,  that  a  motiou 
which  was  made  on  the  X7ih  of 
March  by  Sir  William  Bagoi, 
and  feconded  by  Sir  R.  Newdigate, 
for  putting  off  theconliderationof 
the  bill  for  four  months,  wasfup- 
ported  upon  a  divifion  by  only  Ax 
voices,  to  a  majority  of  77.  The 
bill  was  likcwiCe  carried  through 
the  lords  with  great  facility ;  and 
received  the  royal  all'cni  in  the  courfe 
of  the  feflion. 

The  unhappy  confequences  of 
the  i^merican  war,  had,  by  this 
time,  affe£led  our  filler  kingdom 
and  ifland  in  the  moll  ruinous  de- 
gree. For  although  the  whole 
amount  of  her  immediate  loiTes* 
considered  merely  as  a  fpecific  fum 
in  point  of  calculation,  could  hold 
no  comparifon  with  that  fuAained 
by  England,  yet  the  lefTer  lofs, 
was  more  feverely  felt  by  the  poorer 
country,  than  the  greater,  had  hi- 
therto been,  by  that  fo  vaftly  ex- 
ceeding it  in  wealth,  and  which  fet 
out  with  fo  immenfe  a  capital  ia 
every  fpecies  of  commerce.  Other 
caufes,  than  thofe  loOVs  immedi- 
ately fu ftaincd  and  diredly  pro- 
ceeding from  the  American  war^ 
concurred  in  accumulating  the  grie- 
vances and  diflrefTes  of  Ireland  to 
a  moll  alarming  pitch.  Befides 
the  ancient  redraints  upon  her  com- 
merce, an  embargo  had  been  con- 
tinued from  the  year  1776.  Thus, 
their  great  ftaple  commodities  of 
beef  and  butter,  were  (hut  up  and 
periihing  in  their  warehoufes,  at 
the  very  time  that  their  great,  their 
only  free,  ^nd  cpnfcquenily  only 
valuable 


diiTenting  proteltant   bre'.hrcn;  yet 
more  ftill  rcmaiiifU    to  be  oonc  in 
their    favour;     aud    th;it  bill  was 
confidered, rather  as  an  op.i  ingio- 
srards  future  induijjence,  i.s  thefpi- 
rit  of  the  times  lliouM  rip?n  to  a 
higher  degree  ct  iib':r;.iity  in  reli* 
gioos  matters,  ihan  vt!»  inimfdialcly 
curing  all  their  pr-l\:;.t  grievances. 
The  relief  gr«ini<.u   to  ihe  Roman 
Catholics  in  the  preceding  fcflion, 
had  laid  :ne  ^reurd  rairly  rpen  for 
a  prefcr.i  application  to  pji^lianic^c 
for  rcdrci'5;  iud    tne   !;i)c:dl   opi- 
nons  known  to  be  i.elc;,  and  proief- 
fioDs  nade,  by  iome  of  f^he  Dilhops 
on  that  fubjecC*  fcemed  to  obviate 
ihe  appreheniion  j  of  an  oppodtion 
in  that  quarter  where  ii  wa:>  mod: 
to  be  ezpeded  zid  dreaded.     In- 
deed the  public  loiies,  calamities, 
and  dangers  of  the  times,  fecmed 
to  render  it  now  a  matter  of  necef- 
fity»  as  it  had  at  all  times  been  of 
doty  and  wiidonn,  to  unite  the  in- 
teiefts  and  affe^ons  of  all  orders 
and  denominations  of  men  in  one 
eommon  bond  of  union,  and  to  con. 
ccDtrate    into   one    mafs,   all    the 
imigth  that  could  yet  be  found  in 
tk  remaiiiiag  parts  of  the  empire. 
In  thdk  drcumdanccs.  Sir  Henry 
Hdgbton»   having  on  the   loth  of 
lukh  opened  the  way  by  an  in- 
tmdudory    fpeech^   concluded    by 
mmxip  that  the  Houfe  (hould  re- 
ihe  itfelf  mio  a  committee,  in  or- 
*  im  m  cotifider  of  granting  further 
i^  to  proteilant  difTenting  mi- 
wlict    and    fchoolmailers.      The 
ttDQon  beii^g  very  generally  agreed 
th  lir.   Frederic   Montague,  by 
ploD    it    wa^  feconded^  was  ap- 
fOuaed  chairnian  of  the  committee, 
>   md    the    bin  accordingly    framed 
Ad  carried  through,  under  his  au- 
r      fpicef.      It    however   brought  out 
L  i^sit    C0£titderabIe    debate   in  its 
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▼aloable  manufadare^  the  linen,  was 
coDtraded  ander  the  deftradive 
and  faud  blight  of  the  American 
war. 

Although  nothing  could  add  to 
the  diftreffes  occafioncd  by  the  em- 
bargo, yet  the  circuraftances  atten- 
dine  it/or  which  were  foppofed  to 
attend  it,  ferved  to  render  that  mea- 
fure  more  intolerably  grievous  to 
the  people.  It  was  faid,  and  feem- 
incly  upon  good  grounds,  that  it 
anfwcrcr  no.  beneficial  or  ufeful 
purpofe  whatever.  It  neither  ap^ 
peared  then,  nor  fince,  that  the 
trench  armaments  were  deferred  or 
.  laid  by,  through  the  want  of  Infli 
provifions;  anl  their  Weft  India 
Iflands  were  fo  far  from  being  ru- 
incd  upon  that  account,  that  it  was 
well  known  that  they  were  fup- 
plied  upon  as  good  terms  as  our 
fdands  with  many  articles. 

So  far,  they  allcdged  as  to  the 
point  of  benefit.  ^On  the  other 
tand,  the  Irifti  beheld  with  gnef 
and  difmay,  that  the  northern  parts 
of  Germany,  and  other  countries 
adjoining  to  the  Baltic,  were  with 
great  avidity  preparing  to  gtafp  at 
fhat  beneficial  trade,  which^ 
flipping  out  of  their  hands.  They 
had  already  begun  the  experiment; 
were  foaring  no'induftry  or  ex- 
pence,  in  procuring  proper  fait  for 
the  purpofe,  and  proper  pcrfons  for 
inftrufting  them  in  the  artof  cunng 
and  pacfing  their  beef,  and  had 
even  fent  fome  confiderable  quan- 
tities of  it  to  the  French  market. 
Although  thefe  famplcs  could  not 
come  in  any  degree  of  competiuon 
with  the  .  Irifh  beef  in  pomt  of 
^oodnefs,  yet  the  attempt,  or  even 
fhe  idea,  was  exceedingly  alarm- 
ing.  The  vaft  profits  which  the 
fopply  would  afford,  through  the 
lowncfs  of  rents,  and  the  cheap- 


nefs  of  cattle  in  thofe  countries^ 
would  induce  great  improvemenu 
both  in  the  articles  of  feeding  and 
curing;  and  there  are  few  igno- 
rant, that  a  branch  of  trade  once 
loft  or  transferred,  is  fcarcely  ever 
recoverable.  To  render  all  thefe 
circuroftances  of  lofs  and  appre- 
henfion  the  more  vexatious  and 
grievous,  it  was  univerfally  faid  in 
that  country,  and  not  without  fome 
confiderable  concurrence  both  of 
words  and  opinions  in  this,  that 
the  fource  of  all  thefe  mifchiefs 
was  nothing  more  or  lefs  than  « 
job,  which  owed  its  creation,  or  at 
leaft  its  continuance,  merely  to  the 
deiign  of  throwing  immenfe  for- 
tunes into  the  hands  of  fome  fa* 
vourite  contractors.  Nor  was  it  of 
any  avul,  how  unfounded  this  opi- 
nion might  poffibl^r  be ;  the  t!k& 
was  the  Tame,  as  if  it  had  been  efta- 
bliihed  by  the  firmeft  authority. 

Such  an  unhappy  combination 
of  things,  mttft  have  generated 
difcontent  in  any  people;  but 
there  were  fome  local  and  peculiar 
circumftances  relative  to  Ireland, 
which,  exdufive  of  the  internal 
weaknefs,  proceeding  from  vices  in 
her  government,  and  the  former 
ihacldes  on  her  trade,  ferved  to 
render  the  calamity  more  fudden 
and  conclttfive,  than  it  might  have 
been  perhaps  in  fome  others. 

The  rent  of  lands  in  Ireland, 
within  the  laft  thirty  years,  had 
been  very  much  incrcafed.  Al- 
though this  rife  in  the  rents,  muft 
have  been  generally  fupportcd  by 
the  prices  given  in  thofe  markets 
which  took  off  the  produce  of  the 
lands;  yet  it  was  aiTerted  by  thofe 
who  were  acquainted  with  that 
country,  that  competition,  and  the 
fpirit  of  fpeculation,  wWch  had 
lately  produced  fuch  pqrwciousef- 
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fone  degree  brought  forward  be* 
fore  the  holidays^  by  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Hoafe  of  Commons, 
who  derived  their  titles  from,  and 
whofe  fortunes  principally  lav  in 
that  kinedom.  They  ^ated  in 
ftrong  colours  the  diflrcfles  of  that 
people,  and  (hewed  the  neceility  to 
ourfelves  of  affording  them  fpeedy 
and  fubdantial  relief,  which  could, 
as  they  aHerted,  only  be  done,  lo 
any  effeft,  by  removing  thofe  im- 
politic reflriAions  on  their  trade, 
which  owed  their  rife  merely  to 
the  narrow  fpirit  of  monopoly,  ope- 
rating upon  miftaken  notions  of  all 
true  commercial  principles;  thefe 
redridions  being,  in  reality,  as  con- 
trary to  the  real  interefls  of  this 
country,  as  they  were  abfolutely 
ruinous  to  Ireland.  They  accord- 
ingly  gave  notice,  that  they  would 
after  the  holidays  move  for  a  bill  or 
bills,  for  granting  commercial  relief 
to  that  country. 

Notwithilanding  this  opening, 
feveral  things  feemed  to  be  wanting 
to  afford  a  profpedl  of  fuccefs  to 
the  propofed  meafure.  It  was  to 
be  lamented  that  no  regular  plan 
had  been  formed,  either  with  re- 
fpc6i  to  the  precife  nature,  or  to  the 
extent,  of  the  relief  which  was  to 
be  propofed  or  expefled.  The  mi- 
nider  took  no  part  in  the  bufinefs. 
Thofe  of  the  oppoiiiion  who  fup- 
ported  the  relief  to  Ireland  in  a 
former  feflion,  fupportcd  the  pre- 
fent  bill. 

We  (hall  bring  together  in  one 
|>oint  of  view,  without  regard  to 
time  or  occaiion,  a  few  of  the 
reafons  that  were  urged  at  the  dif- 
ferent periods  in  which  this  bufi- 
fiefs  was  agitated,'  whether  in  fup- 
port  or  oppofition  to  the  propofed 
meafure.  It  was  contended  on  the 
oae  fide^  that  leaving  all  ideas  of 
liberality 


feds  in  both  kingdoms,  had  their 
ftare  in  the  rife.  This  fpeculation 
fnfinfir,  and  the  competition  along 
with  It,  hmds  fell ;  the  land  owner 
WIS diftrefled,  the  farmer  ruined; 
and  a  vtry  general  failure  of  all 
credit  eofued. 

Under  thefe  unhappy  circum- 
lUnces,  the  exceedingly  numerous 
popolace  of  that  country  (where 
the  middle  rank  of  life  is  but 
thinly  fcattered)  confiding  of  the 
labooring  and  manufacturing  part 
of  the  community,  were  turned 
tdrift,  without  employment,  and 
confraoendy  deftitute  of  all  the 
Accefuries  of  life.  Although  all 
the  means  were  afed,  which  great 
^  mimerous  a^s  of  private  cha- 
nty, and  liberal  public  fubfcrip- 
Hoos,  could  poffibly  reach  to,  for 
tUemting  this  dreadful  calamity, 
tnd  that  20,000  poor,  were  faid 
to  have  been  daily  and  charitably 
M,  for  fome  confiderable  time,  in 
the  city  of  Dublin  only,  yet  all 
^  dlbrts  could  only  cover  a 
fmall  part  of  the  evil,  and  it  was 
Evident*  that  nothing  lefs  than 
nipioyment  could  procure  that 
fchfiftence,  which  their  daily  la- 
^had  hitherto  fo  nfefully  pro- 
tided.      - 

It  if  probable  that  much  of  the 
tetmity    of    this    didrefs,    had 
ttifai  from  that  fludluation  in  the 
tae  of    commerce,    which  hap- 
P  prai  in   the    beft  of  times.     But 
tHcefra^  of  this  fiadtuation,  be- 
ing  %eradded  to  the  peculiar  ca- 
Itndtles  of  the  dme,  funk  deeply 
kiQ  the   minds  of  the  people  of 
tkt  kingdom.     Of  courfe,  it  cal- 
led on   the    attention  of  many  in 
ifiiii  though    iiot    fo    early,    nor 
mth  fo  mticb  fyftem  on  the  part 
of  government,  at  could  be  wifhed. 
The    btt^nefi  wu$,    however,    in 
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Kberality  and  of  jaftice  ottt  of  the 
qaeiUon,  we  were  now  impelled 
by  abfolute  neceflicy— by  a  regard 
to  oar  own  prefent  ibcurity,  and 
future  prcrervadon,  to  cheriih  and 
prefcrve  the  remaining  parti  of 
the  empire*  and  to  concentrate  all 
the  people,  in  one  common  bond 
of  anion  and  defence,  which  ccHild 
only  be  done,  by  a  general  com- 
munion of  interctls,  and  particl* 
pation  of  benefits.  That  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  expedled,  and  had 
the  ftrongeft  right  to  expedl  re- 
lief. That  this  was  no  time,  after 
the  heavy  lofs  of  our  colonics,  and 
of  our  American  commerce,  to 
hazard  that  of  our  fifter  kingdom^ 
whether  by  invafton  or  feparaiion, 
one  of  which  was  already  threa- 
tened, and  the  other  equally  to 
be  apprehended,  if  we  did  not 
fpeedily  afford  that  relief  which 
was  expected,  and  now  propofed. 

For,  they  faid,  that  howerer 
exemplary  and  invincible  the  loy- 
alty of  Ireland  had  hitherto  been, 
and  however  iingular  her  long  en- 
during  fufferings,  patience,  and 
forbearance,  there  were  certain 
fixed  limiis^  to  thofe  qualities  and 
difpoiitions  of  the  mind,  beyond 
which  human  nature  was  utterly 
incapable  of  paffing;  and  was 
cvpn  liable  to  the  danger  of  re- 
coiling with  great  vioUnce  in  the 
attempt.  But  if  neither  of  thofe 
dreaded  events,  of  feparaiion  or 
conqued,  (hould  take  place,  and 
that  we  ihould  ftill  retain  the  in- 
glorious and  unprofitable  boall,of 
remaining  the  fole  tyrants  of  the 
ibil,  we  (hould  even  in  that  caie, 
infallibly  lofe  all  that  could  ilamp 
any  value  upon  it,— -we  (hould  lofe 
tiie  inhabitants.  For  ic  was  evi- 
dent, that  as  foon  as  a  peace  took 
place,  if  our  opprefliof^  aad  tbeif 


miferies  coofequendy  ftill  coit« 
tinned,  the  people  of  Ireland 
would  inevitably,  under  the  im^ 
pulfe  of  the  firft  kw  of  nature, 
emigrate  to  America;  whither 
they  would  convey  their  manu« 
fadtures,  arts,  and  their  indaftry. 
It  was  already  too  well  known, 
that  the  American  armies  were 
principally  recruited,  and  their 
bell  troops  in  a  great  degree  com- 
pofed,  of  thofe  unhappy  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  who  being  driven 
from  their  country  by  want  and 
oppreflion,  were  compelled,  under 
an  equal  neceifity,  to  take  up  arms 
in  a  quarrel,  in  which  they  had  no 
natural  intereil,  and  to  (bed  their 
blood  in  a  conted  with  their  friends 
and  brethren. 

They  dated  that  the  Infh  were 
our  bed  cudomers  in  many  great 
articles'  of  our  merchandize  and 
manufadlures ;  they  (hewed  the 
great  wealth,  with  the  addidonal 
drengih  and  power  which  we  had 
fo  long  derived  from  that  coun- 
try ;  they  endeavoured  to  deroon- 
drate,  the  infinitely  greater  ad- 
vantages of  every  kind  which  (be 
was  capable  of  a(rording,  under  a 
wife  and  liberal  fydem  oF  govern- 
ment; and  infided,  that  the  fruits 
of  every  benefit  we  afibrded  to  her 
in  commerce,  would  come  back  to 
ourfclves  with  accumulated  intered. 
To  judify  their  various  afiertions» 
and  edablidi  their  fadb,  they  had 
moved  for  various  papers,  from 
which  they  (hewed.  That  the  ex- 
ports from  England  to  Ireland,  on 
an  average  of  ten  years,  amounted 
to  2,057,0001.  yearly.  That  the 
exports  from  Ireland  into  Eng- 
land, upon  an  average  of  the  fame 
time,  did  not  exceed  i,353,oooL 
by  the  year. — ^Tbat  confeqaen;ly, 
the  balance  of  trade  ia  favour  of 
England/ 
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fisglandy  exceeded  feven  millions 
ilertiflg  in  that  time. — ^That  this 
was  exdufive  of  the  immenle  Turns 
dnwttfroiB  that  country  every  year 
under  the  following  heads  —  viz. 
^eott  to  abfentees — Penfions,  and 
the  eoolttments  of  places  to  thofe 
who  never  faw  the  country — Ap- 
peals i»  law  and  equity— -Buiineis 
and  pieafure. 

They  al(b  (hewed,  that  the  de- 
creafe  of  the  exports  from  England 
to  Ireland,  during  the  lad  two 
years  of  calamity  in  that  country, 
anoanted,  upon  an  average,  to 
no  lefs  than  716,000!.  per  year. 
Ffoo  thence  they  argued  the  pro- 
digioos  loOs  to  the  revenue,  as  well 
u  to  the  trade  and  manufaflures  of 
tUi  coantry,  which  mud  proceed 
fnm  a  continuance,  and  a  confe- 
qaent  increafe,  of  the  didrelTes  of 
tkat  country.  They  concluded  by 
^g»  whether  fuch  a  country, 
^  fuch  benefits  as  we  derived 
Awa  it,  were  to  be  wantonly  played 
^ill»  and  committed  to  unr.ecef- 
^  danger  and  rifque  ?  If  it  ad- 
mitted ot  a  doubt»  whether  it  were 
^Mttorto  afibrd  a  }ufk  and  reafon- 
>Ue  indulgence,  or  to  hazard  the 
W  of  a  nadon  ?  —  Whether  to 
^vethe  trade,  manufactures,  and 
vMataati  of  Ireland,  transferred 
^  Ancrica^  or  rendered  a  co|[iili- 
^iWK  part  of  our  body  politic,  of 
^  tommon  ftock  of  wealth, 
^^ffingilii  and  defence  ?  And  whe- 
^  a  kingdom  ihould  be  facrificed 
u>  i  fiogle  town,  to  the  monopoly 
f^f  a  particular  dlftrid,  or  to  the 
ill  judged  clamours,  and  abfurd 
fKjiidices,  of  any  body  of  ma- 
mfnEtattt^  whatever  ?  Gentlemen 
wt/e  reqiiclled  to  profit  by  expe- 
dience i  to  rccuUeA  the  fmall  con* 
ddirrQ^on^  which*  a  few  years 
iuct,   would   laave  prefcrved  and 


gratified  all   our   American  colo- 
nies. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  not 
believed  that  the  diftrcfl'cs  of  Ire- 
land were  fo  great  as  they  had 
been  reprefented  5  but  if  the  me- 
lancholy defcription  was  reafly 
true,  it  was  not  fo  much  to  be 
attributed  to  the  trade-laws  here, 
as  to  mal  -  adminiilration  there  ; 
to  faults  in  tbe  internal  con^tu- 
tion  of  their  government,  and  to 
general  mifmanagcmenc  in  the 
conduct  of  their  affairs.  Thcfe 
were  matters  which  ihould  be  en« 
quired  into  ,and  redrefftrd ;  and 
without  that,  no- fubdantial  relief 
could  be  afforded.  Tney  faid, 
that  the  unhappy  confcquences  of 
the  American  war  were  equally  felt 
in  both  countries;  that  Ireland 
bore  no  more  than  her  (hare  of  the 
calamity ;  that  if  her  people  were 
famifhing,  our  manufacturers  were 
ftarving:  for  that  the  plenty  or 
cheapnefs  of  provifions  were  of  no 
avail  to  thofe  who  wanted  the 
means  to  procure  them,  and  who 
were  rendered,  incapable  of  ob- 
taining the  means,  through  the 
general  lack  of  employment  which 
now  prevailed.  Tnat  in  this  ftate 
of  common  diArefs,  however  our 
feelings  might  be  affected  with  re- 
fpe£t  to  our  brethren  in  Ireland, 
our  fympathy  was  more  ilrongly, 
and  more  naturally  attracted,  by 
thofe  fufferings  which  were  imme- 
diately within  our  knowledge ;  and 
that  however  alarming  a  rebellion 
in  Ireland  might  be,  it  could  not 
furely  be  fo  much  a  matter  of  ap-. 
prehenfion  as  one  at  home;  an  event 
which  was  to  the  full  as  probable, 
if  any  addition  was  made  to  the 
fufferings  and  grievances  which  our 
tnanufadurers  already  endured,  by 
a  furrender  of  thofe  advantages  ia 

trade. 
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trade,  which  they  coniidcrcd  as  their 
birthright. 

The  firft  propofitions  held  oat  in 
faroor  of  Ireland,  although  not  fpe- 
cifically  applied  or  moved  foT, 
went  to  the  granting  of  her  a  ge- 
neral exportation,  in  all  matters, 
except  with  refped  to  her  woollens 
^tliat  article  being  reckoned  too 
lacred,  to  be  yet  meddled  with)  — 
The  edablifliment  of  a  cotton  ma- 
nofa^ory,  under  that  right ;— with 
a  libel ty  of  trading  to  and  from 
America,  the  Well-Indies,  and  the 
coaft  of  Africa.  But  thefe  being 
thought,  on  the  other  fide,  too  ge- 
neral aild  exteniive,  as  well  as  too 
alarmirig  to  the  manufacturers  here, 
they  were  by  degrees  narrowed, 
vntil  at  length.  Lord  Newhaven, 
who  conducted  this  bufincfs  in  the 
detail,  entered  into  a  kind  of  com- 
promife,  on  the  15  th  of  February, 
to  give  up  the  general  outline  of 
relief,  and  to  confine  himfelf  to 
fome  particular  and  fpccific  pro- 
poiiiion.  He  accordingly  moved, 
on  the  loth  of  March,  that  the 
Houfe  (hould  (on  a  given  day)  rc- 
folve  icfelf  into  a  committee,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  a6^s  of  parli- 
ament relating  to  the  importation 
of  fugars  from  the  Weft  Indies  into 
Ireland. 

The  objeft  of  this  motion,  was 
to  repeal  that  claufc  in  the  a£l  of 
navigation,  by  which  all  (hips  laden 
with  fugars,    were    compelled    to 


bring  their  cargoes  dire&Iy  Co  Bug* 
land,  from  whence  the  qoantitj  ne« 
ceflary  for  the  confumptioa  of  dut 
country,  was  afterwards  to  be  re« 
exported  to  Ireland.  As  the  mi- 
mkcT  had  flill  kept  himfelf  clear  of 
the  bufinefs,  the  queftioo  was  fairly 
and  coolly  debated  on  both  fides^ 
without  any  other  appearance  of 
party,  than  what  merely  arofe  from 
the  locality  of  reprefenution ;  and 
after  a  full  difcuffion,  was  carried  hf 
a  majority  of  47  to  42. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  clamour 
without  doors  had  been  mudv 
fainter,  and  the  oppofition  from 
the  mannfaduring  diftrids  weaker, 
than  they  had  been  in  the  pre- 
ceding fefGon,  and  than  had  been 
now  expefled.  Glafgow  and  Man- 
cheftcr,  however,  petitioned ;  and 
the  minifter's  late  warm  partizans 
in  both,  began  now  to  accnfe 
him  of  the  duplicity,  which  they 
charged  to  his  prefent  fyftem  of 
neutrality.  This  clamour  and  re- 
proach fuddenly  brought  him  to 
a  determination;  and  fetting  his 
face  totally  againft  the  propofed 
relief,  it  was  accordingly  reje6led 
upon  a  clofe  divifion ;  the  qoeftion 
for  the  fpeaker's  quit-  ^  ^  g  ^ 
ting  the  chair,  in  or- 
der  that  the  Houfe  might,  on  the 
day  appointed,  refblve  itfelf  into 
a  committee,  being  loft  only  by  a 
majority  of  62  to  58. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP-       VII. 

Dihtej  OH  the  army  extroGrdinaries^  Motion  for  printing  tb:  c/}:r:rtes  re^ 
jtSed  upon  a  di'uifion,  Committc:  on  Enfi  India  njf'uirs,  Renluticns 
wuvidfir  and  curriedj  nlative  lo  the  <viGletice  committed  oh  the  la.e  Lcrd 
Piga  in  his  govirnment.  Motion  fzr  prej} cut i?zg  certain  Kemr-eY-j  of  the 
iait  €9Mtuil  at  MadrafSf  agreed  to,  Mr.  I\x's  motion^  for  the  rcrnoial 
rf  tbi  firft  lord  of  tbi  admiralty  from  that  department^  i-t  after  long 
watiif  rtjt£ttd  upon  a  divifon.  Committee  of  enquiry  into  the  co?idu£i 
rf the  American  ^war,  Amendment  moved  to  the  motion  for  the  examina- 
tm  of  Earl  Cornnxiallii^  hy  tke  minijicr^  and  car  tie  l  upon  a  divijion   in 

■  tbe  committee.  Amended  motion  ti.en  put^  and  rejeSicd  upnn  a  di*vfonm 
Third  motion  rejeSed,  Tranfa£iicns  :::  the  cotn.-.iitta:^  t-^cfffcd  in  the 
Honfit  and  refcinded.  Commit  tee  re-vi'ved.  EprI  Ccr*.'fivctl.ts,  and  other 
^itne/fes  examined ^  in  behalf  of  Lord  and  Sir  lydiiam  Hcive,  Counter 
tvidence  propo/ed,  and  agreed  to.  In  the  interim.  General  Burgoyne*s 
roidenc:  brought  for^ward  and  examined*  Counter  e-jidence  examined, 
Qmmittee  fuddenlj  dijfol'ved. 


THE  large  amount  of  the 
army  exuraordinaries  in  the 
preceding  year»  which  exceeded 
two  milHons,  and,  was  faid,  to 
iiave  about  doubled  the  charge  un- 
(^r  the  fame  hcad«  during  any 
yev  of  the  late  glorious  war» 
whcnoor  military  operations  were 
conduded  with  fuch  vigour  and 
^eft  10  every  quarter  of  the 
V'Orkl,  occafioned  much  complaint 
MarcH-'iH  *"^  cenfure  on  the 
^*  iide  of  the  oppofition, 
uda  mouon  from  Sir  P.  J.  Gierke, 
that  the  account  ihould  be  printed 
fcr  die  ufe  of  the  members.  He 
0faferved*iii  fapport  of  the  motion, 
thufrom  the  great  length  of  the 
tiisate»  the  iingle  copy  on  the 
dfabcMld  not  be  read,  much  lefs 
or  comprehended,  by 
of  the   members,    until 


;  lie  qvefticMi  was  brought  before 
'IIm  ii  debate*  and  a  refolution 
sfnpded'io  be  pafled  blindfold 
pifm  u*  He  iaid  farther,  that  in 
'flaaocr  of  fncb  importance  to  the 


public  at  large,  in  which  every  m^n 
without  doors,  as  well  as  within 
was  immcdiat:iy  concerned,  it  was 
fair  and  ncccfTary,  that  they  fliould 
know  the  manner  in  which  fuch 
immenfe  fums  of  their  money  were 
diipofcd  of. 

The  minifter  oppofed  the  mo- 
tion, as  new,  unprecedented,  and 
diredlly  contrary  to  the  pradice  of 
the  Houfe.  .  The  eftim.ite  was  a 
matter  which  undoubtedly  con- 
cerned the  public ;  but  he  could 
by  no  means  admit,  that  it  was 
therefore  to  be  fubmittcd  to  the 
difcuffjon  of  the  populace,  and  of 
the  cofFee-houfc  readers  of  news- 
papers. The  real  public,  were 
the  reprefcntatives  of  the  commons 
of  England  in  that  Houfe ;  they 
had  a  right  to  information ;  but 
he  would  never  allow,  that  the 
people  without  doors  had  any  fuch 
right.  He  alfo  faid,  that  al- 
though he  was  not  prepared  to 
anfwer  it  prccifely,  he  was  fully 
pcrfuaded  and  confident,  that  the 

[/]  aflcr* 
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afTertion  was  not  founded,  of  the 
prcfcnt  account  of  extraordinams, 
exceeciing  that  of  any  year  of  the 
late  war.  But  it  was,  however,  to 
be  remembered,  that  the  vail  dif- 
tancc  of  the  feat  of  a^ion,  mud 
neceflarily  enhance  the  expences  of 
the  prefcnt  war. 

~     On    the    other   fide,  the  noble 
lord  was  defircd  to  recoiled,  that 
if  the  motion  was  new  and  unpre- 
cedented, fo  were  likewife  the  na- 
ture,  the  conduft,  and  the  confc- 
quences,  fo   far  as  the  latter  had 
yet  appeared,  of  that  war  to  which 
the  requifition  related.     They  faid, 
that    the    prefent    enormous    ac- 
count of  more  than  two  millions, 
was  a  matter  not  only  of  the  moft 
alarming  nature,   but   which  went 
diredly   home  to  .  every   man    in 
England ;  it  as  materially  afFefted 
thofe  without,  as  thofe  within  that 
Houfe.     The  whole'  body    of  the 
people    of   England,     whom    the 
noble  lord  politely  refrained  from 
calling  a  mob,  bat  whom  he  de- 
iignated  under'  the   terms    of  po- 
pulaci  and  coffie- houfe  readtrit  were 
the    very   yicntical   pcrfons,    who 
were    to    pay  this    enormous    ac- 
count of  extraordinaries,  and  who 
fecmed   therefore    to    have    fomc 
right   to   be  informed,    and   even 
faiisfied,  as  to  the  expenditure  of 
their    own    money.       They    faid, 
that  the  extraordinaries  charged  on 
this    account,    amounted    to    very 
neai*  40 1.  a  man,  exduiive.of  the 
ftanding  pay,  clothe^,  arms,   and 
ammanition,    of     all     who     had 
^fervcd    in    the    American    army, 
'during  the  year    1778;   and   that 
this   enormous   cxpence    was    in- 
curred in  a  year,  not  only  diftin- 
guifted  either  for  inadliviiy,  or  ill 
fuccefs ;  bat  in  which  this  country 
had  not  near  fo  many  foldiers  to 


maintain  in  America,  as  (he  had  ia 
the  two  preceding,  when  the  charge 
under  this  head,  did  not  reach  10 
within  a  million  of  the  prefent  ac- 
count. 

The  minifter,  and  his  friends, 
controverted  fomc  of  the  fafts  and 
calculations  made  on  the  other 
'fide.  He  obferved  particularly, 
that  the  vaft  diftance  of  the  field 
of  aftion,  placed  him  under  a  ne- 
ccflity  of  anfwering  the  bills  drawn 
upon  him  when  ihcy  came ;  as 
without  that  degree  of  confidence 
on  the  fide  of  government,  with 
refpeft  to  thofe  who  were  cn- 
truiled  with  the  care  and  fupply 
of  the  army,  it  would  be  im- 
poflible  to  conduft  fo  vaft  and 
complex  a  buiinefs.  He  allowed, 
that  he  could  not  poffibly  anfwer 
for  the  fpecific  application  of  the 
extraordinaries  ;  but  he  had  no 
doubt  that  they  were  properly  ap- 
plied ;  and  if  it  (hould  happen  in 
any  particular  inftance  to  be 
otherwife,  the  error,  impofitioD, 
or  peculation,  would  be  readily 
difcovered,  and  fpeedily  redftflcd, 
when  the  particular  accounts  were, 
in  due  time,  received  and  exa- 
mined. 

He  flill  per  filled  in  objedling  to 
the  printing  of  the  eAiraates;  and 
the  queilion  being  put,  the  mo- 
tion was  rejeded  upon  a  divifion, 
by  a  majority  of  130  to  104^— The 
fubjcdt  of  the  extraordinaries  was, 
however,  produdive  of  much  fub- 
fequent  difcuflion,  as  well  with  re- 
fpcd  to  particular  articles  of  tbt 
charge,  as  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
whole,  and  the  indecency,  which wa» 
charged  in  very  itvere  terms,  of 
pafiing  fo  enormous  a  fum  in  the 
lump,  by  a  fingle  vote,  without 
examination,  and  that  done  at  a  late 
hour,  and  in  a  thin  Houfe* 

The 
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April  t6th. 


The  Houfe  being  in 
a  commictee  on  E-^il 
India  affairs,  Toon  after  the  EafUr 
recci's,  Admiral  Pigot  entered  into 
&  drtaii  oFthe  caufes  which  led  to, 
and  the  circnm fiances  which  at- 
tended,  the  appointment  of  his 
brother^  the  late  Lord  Pigot,  to 
tlie  government,  and  prefidentfhip 
of  Madrafs.  Having  flated,  that 
tHe  great  objedls  and  vicw5  of  the 
coopan/  in  ^that  appointment, 
^re,  in  the  firfl  place;  the  re- 
foration  of  the  King  of  Tar.jore 
to  the  throne  and  dominions  of  his 
Wccftors; — in  the  fecond,  the  pur- 
fwi  of  fuch  meafures  as  would  rv- 
firain  the  rapacity  and  ambition  of 
tlie  nabob,  from  breaking  out 
into  fnch  future^  afts  of  violence 
-  ^  iojaftice ;-— and  in  the  lad,  to 
cndeavoor  to  counterad  and  re- 
Bed/  that  undue,  alarming,  and 
dtngcroQs  influence,  which  that 
■»bob  had  fo  fuccefsfully  and  , 
gWogly  eftablifhed,  in  the  EngliiTi 
coBocil  and  government  in  that  ict- 
tiemcni.     , 

Re  then  proceeded,  in  a  con- 
wded  and  regular  detail,  to  fliew 
^  oieafures  purfued  by  the  late 
«rd,  for  anfwering  the  purpofcs, 
^pd  ^*.^:-.:«^  jhe  objeds,  pro- 
?ofcd  by  his  appointment;  as  alfj 
tke  COiofeqaences  of  thole  mea- 
wei;,  liiking  ini  of  coarfe,  the 
Kloraiiort  of  the' King  of  Tan- 
3^9  ihc  ap;.Trobation  of  the  coun- 
cil ta  that  fueafurc,  the  fubfequcnt 
'mlutitr^  ^1.  iiadrafs,  the  violent 
fm«fc  jind  <:t>nfincment  of  Lord 
^^^puCs  per fnn,  under  a  great  and 

iTiqI      mili:ary     guard,     tnoie 

and   i^riking  circumftances 

an  I  :^  ^  his  long  imprilbn- 

ieath  finally,  in  the 

d»ot  u\€  coofpirators. 
)yye   he    Ihcwed  the  greated 


f 


fymparhy     in    dcfcribing  the  fuf- 
ft  rings    and   death  of  his  brother, 
thC'  aifeftion     and     warmth    with 
which    he    vindic  it-d    his    condudk 
and   charader,  and  ilattd  his  un« 
common    public    and  private  vir- 
tues,   was  no  lefs  liiudable.      On 
that  ground,   to  (hew  the  clear  up- 
rightnefs  and  immoveable  integrity 
of  the   late  lord,  he  lU:ed,  that  he 
had   been  offered   ten  licks  of  pa- 
godas     to      witho^d,    only    for  a 
uiort  given  time,  the  reinllatcmcnt 
of     tlie     King    of  Tanjorc ;    that 
upon   his   refufal,  an  addiiional  of- 
fer  of  five  lacks  more  was.  made, 
and     rcfiiffd ;     the    whole    bribe, 
amouniipg    in    v^^luc    to  about  fiK 
hundred   tnoul-rd   pounds  in  Eng- 
lilh    (lerling  money.     As  a  farther 
proof  a'vJ   ilJuftraiirn  of  this  clean- 
ncfs     of    hand     and    integrity    of 
heart,    and    how  far   the  late  lord 
was  fupcrior   to  that  general  cor- 
ruption,   which   (he  faid)   faps  the 
whole   foundation  of  the  company's 
trade  and  government  at  Madrafs, 
he   fhewed  that  he  died  fo  little  en- 
riched    by    his    then   government, 
that   his   fon-in-law,   Mr.  Monck- 
ton,  had  been   under  a  nccelTity  of 
felling   all   his  honfes  and  effects  in 
India,   in    order   to   difcharge   the 
debts     which    he    had    coniradlcd 
there.       And     yet,    faid  he,  what 
was   the  return  he  received  lor  this 
lingular    conduct?    for  having  no 
finglc  objcdl  in  view  while  he  was 
in    India   but   the  interefts  of  the 
company,    and    a    pundual   com- 
pliance, at  all  hazards,  with  their 
inflruftions?   His  perfonal  freedom 
was  violently  and  difgracefully  in- 
vadrd;  and  after  he  had  beevt  firft 
dfiprived   of  his  libcrty»  and  that 
his   life  fecmed  for  many  months 
to  have  been  fufpended  only  by  a 
fingle  .hair«   he  was  at  length  de- 
[/]  z  privcd 
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privcd  of  that  alfo. — Would  any  man 
pretend  to  fay  how  ? 

Although  the  countenance  of  the 
committee  did  not  fcem  to  indi- 
cate any  doubt,  with  refpcdl  to  the 
fafts  or  circumftanccs  relating  to 
the  late  tranfadlions  at  Madrafs, 
the  admiral  defired  leave  to  call  a 
fmgle,  but  eflential  evidence  to 
the  bar,  in  order  to  afford  a  clear 
dcmonllration  of  the  glaring  at- 
tempts which  were  made  to  in- 
fluence and  corrupt  the  council, 
and  to  bring  them  over  to  fupport 
liic  nabob  in  his  defigns,  in  direft 
oppofition  to  the  orders,  as  well 
as  to  the  intentions  of  the  com- 
pany. 

The  gentleman  brought  forward 
upon  this  occ^fion  was  a  Mr.  Daw- 
fon,   who  was  one  of  the   council 
of    ^ladrafs,     previous     to,     and 
during  the  time  of  ihe  revolution 
in  that  government.     His  evidence 
went  diredly  to  perfonal  applica- 
tions   made    to   him    at  different 
times  by  the  nabobs  Ton,  and,  as 
he    underftocd  ar.d   prcfumcd,  on 
the  part  of  his  father.     That  on 
one    of    thefe  occafions,    he   had 
been    offered    by    him   a  fpc-cific 
bribe,  amounting  to  a  confiderable 
fam    of  money,  only   for  llaying 
away   for  one  particular  day  from 
the  council,  on  which  a  queffion 
of  confcquenct  relative  to  Tanjore 
was    to   be  agitated.      And,  that 
the    commander   in    chief  of  the 
forces,  who  was  likewife  high  in 
the    council,   had   advifed  him  to 
abfcnt  himfelf  on  that  day,  as  was 
defired.     He  faid,  at  firff,  that  his 
memory  did  not  ferve  him  to  fix 
exadtly   the  precife  fum  which  had 
been  offered  as  a  bribe ;  but  that 
he  was  fure,  it  was  at  Icall  a  lack 
•f   ropecs;     (which    amounts    to 
ibouc    i2>ooo].)      Towards    the 


clofe  of  his  examination,  he  how* 
ever,  declared  pofitively,  that  the 
fum  offered  was  a  lack  of  pagodas, 
(about  40,0001.)  and  not  a  lack  of 
rupees. 

Admiral  Pigot  then  moved  three 
refolutions,  dating  the  matters  of 
fa£t,  relative  to  the  violence  firft 
committed,    and    afterwards   con- 
tinued to  his  death,  on  the  peribn 
of  George  Lord  Pigot,  a  member 
of  that  Houfe,   in  his  arreft  and 
confinement   by  and  under  a  mili- 
tary force.— The  names  of  the  fclf- 
created     council,     the    revolu  ion 
they  effefted,  and  the  orders  they 
had  iffued  to  the  military  on  that 
occafion. — And,   the  orders  iffued 
by  the  company  from  hence,  for  the 
trial  by  courts -martial  of  thofc  of- 
ficers,  who  had  arreffedand  con- 
fined,  under  a  military  force,  their 
governor  and  commander  in  chief, 
the' late  lord. 

Although,  on  a  former  difcnffioa 
of  this  iubjedl,  the  minifter  had 
feemed  little  difpofcd  to  coante- 
nance  any  thing  fimilar  to  the 
motions  now  made,  yet  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  he  appeared  fo 
icnfible  of  the  fixed  opinion,  and 
general  difpofition  of  the  Houfe 
upon  this  fubjed,  that  he  made  no 
dired  oppofition  to  the  refblotions; 
and  only  objected  to  thofe  words 
in  the  firll,—*' being  a  member  of 
'*  this  Houfe,"  w^hich,  he  {aid, 
as  no  breach  of  privilege  was  com- 
plained of,  might  better  be  omit* 
ted.  This  objedion  was  not,  how- 
ever, Uftened  to :  and  the  three  re* 
folutions  were  feparately  carried, 
neinine  contradiccnte. 

The  admiral  then  made  his  con- 
cluding motion  for  an  addrefs^— - 
'<  Prayirtg  his  Majefly,  that  he 
**  would  be  gracioofly  pleafed  to 
^*  give  dirc^tons  to  his  attorney- 
<«  {cnoral 
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*'  general  to  profccute  George 
"  Stratton^  Henry  Brooke,  Charles 
"  Floycr,  and  George  Mackay, 
"  Efquircs,  for  ordering  their  go- 
**  verDor  and  commander  in  chiefs 
•*  George  Lord  Pigot,  to  be  ar- 
*'  relied  and  confined  under  a  mi- 
••  litary  force ;  they  being  rs- 
"  tamed  to  England,  and  now 
"  within  the  jurifdidlion  of  his 
*«  Majcfty's  courts  of  Wcfiminfter 
-  HaU." 

It  was  remarkable,  chat  the  Hrfl 
gentleman  named  in  the  addrefi, 
and  who  had  been  the  principal 
mover  and  ador  in  the  revolution 
at  Madrafs,  was,  at  this  critical 
inftant  of  time«  perfonally  prefent 
in  his  place,  as  a  member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  which  he 
bad  been  lately  returned  ;  thereby 
vexifying  the  prediction  which  had 
been  thrown  out  by  a  celebrated 
member  of  the  oppofition,  at  the 
time  that  this  bpfinefs  was  formerly 
agitated  in  parliament.  That  gen - 
dcman,  accordingly  entered  into 
ibme  defence  and  jultiiicatlon  of 
his  own  condu£l«  as  well  as  that 
of  his  colleagues ;  reding  princi- 
pally upon  tlie  neceiTiiy  of  the  mca- 
liire,  through  the  violent  and  ar- 
bitrary a6ls  which  he  attributed  to 
Lord  Pigot ;  and  dating  the  appru- 
bation  which  it  received  from  the 
governor  and  council  of  Bengal,  as 
evidence  of  its  propriety.  This 
vindication  produced,  however,  fo 
liccle  effed,  chat  the  prefent  motion 
wai  carried  as  unaniiAoufly  as  the 
pieceding;  and  the  Houfe  being 
-  dien  refumedj  the  report  was  im- 
aMdiately  received  from  the  com- 
.  flutter,  and  the  rcfolutlons  without 
any  dcla^  confirmed. 

Wotwtthftanding  the  conllant  re- 
jpfilOD.  which  the  various  refolu- 
'"*       oS  ccfifiirc  upon  the  conduct 


and  government  of  the  naval  de- 
partment, propofcd  by  Mr.  Fox, 
had  hitherto  met  with,  that  gen- 
tleman fcemcd  determined  not  yet 
to  abandon  his  purfuit,  and  to 
bring  forward  the  ag  ;regatc  of 
tl.ofe  fadls,  real  or  prffiirnc3,  con- 
tained in  all  the  furnur,  as  the 
foundation  of  a  new  morion,  which 
fliould  be  rendv^red  concljfive  by 
going  diredlly  to  itb  obj^d.  Hav- 
ing accordingly  given  the  ufual  pre- 
liminary notice  before  the  Eallcr 
rcccfs  of  his  intention,  he  moved 
an  addrefs  to  the*  ihrouc,  fur  tha 
removal  of  the  Earl  .  .,  , 
ofSandvviclifnnihis  '^i''*^  '9'^" 
Majedy's  prefencc,  counci'j,  and 
fervice,  on  account  of  niifcondud 
in  his  office,  as  firft  commilUone;* 
of  the  admiralty,  and  of  the  gene- 
ral ill  ilatc  of  the  navy  at  the  mod 
critical  feafons  under  his  admini- 
ftration. 

As  the  mode  of  proceeding 
fecmcd  new,  ani  !ay  open  to  tlie 
following  diiHcult  train  of  ob- 
jcftion  and  rcaf^nin?,  vi/.  H.ivc 
not  the  prefumed  fa6l?,  the  mo- 
tives, and  circumdanccs,  which 
are  nov/  laid  down  as  firm  ground 
to  procecii  on,  been  alrcudy  urged, 
and  already  rcjc^cd,  by  a>  many 
diftinft  negatives  when  ilicy  were 
feparately  propoled  ?  .Sliall  we  now 
agree  to  come  to  a  general  vote  of 
cenfurc  upon  an  accufiition,  which 
has  been  negatived  in  a!l  its  con- 
ftituent  parts  ?  And  fhall  we,  as 
judges,  proceed  to  a  dircd  ccn- 
fure,  and  confequent  puniQimcnt, 
of  the  party  ace u led,  after  we  have 
already  declare]  to  all  the  world, 
that  not  one  of  the  allegations 
again  ft  him  is  true  : — Mr.  Fox  en- 
deavoured V  uh  his  ufual  ability  to 
combat  thcle  ()'oj«:ilions,  and  to 
leflen  their  future  cffcdl,  by  taking 
[/J  3  them 
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them  op  before  ihcy  were  dircdlly 
applied. 

He  argued,  that  although  the 
Houfe  did  not  concur  in  a  vote  of 
cenfure  on  any  one  of  the  fcparate 
grounds  of  accuLticn,  it  might 
well  concur  upon  tiie  whoie  charg? 
colledtively  talccn.  The  great  walte 
of  the  public  money,  the  irapofi- 
tion  on  the  nation,  and  the  lofs 
and  danger  which  it  had  fullained, 
through  the  mifreprcrcntaiions, 
and  dcluiive  promifcs  held  out  by 
the  noble  lord  in  quciHon,  our 
inadequate  ilate  of  defence  in  the 
preceding  month  of  June,  the  ntg- 
left  of  reinforcing  Lord  Howe,  at 
a  time  when  the  fate  of  our  Ame- 
rican fleet,  army,  and  of  our  fhare 
or.  hope  in  that  continent,  nearly 
depended  upon  it,  with  the  aban- 
doning of  our  trade  and  fortrefTes 
in  the  Medftcrrancan,  might  none 
of  them  (ingly,  any  more  than  of 
the  other  articles  of  accufaticn 
wliich  had  been  brought  forwards, 
conuin  fufficient  caufc  of  removal, 
in  the  opinion  of  a  majority  in  that 
Houfe :  but  taking  them  in  the  ag- 
gregate, they  would  furnifh  matter 
well  worthy  of  the  voce  of  cenfure 
which  he  propofed,  on  the  clear 
ground,  of  wilful  ncglcdl,  or  of  grofs 
incapacity,     v 

The  reafon  of  fuch  a  mode  of  de- 
termining upon  a  complex  charge, 
he  Yaid,  was  obvious,  and  en  me 
plainly  and  fully  wiihin  the  inqui- 
iiiorial  power  of  the  Houlc.  The 
Houfe  was  competent  to  enquire, 
to  examine,  and  to  cenfure.  They 
might  accufe,  but  could  not  punifh. 
When  criminail  charges,  reci-ing 
fpecific  offences,  were  made,  they 
could  only  be  decided  upon  in 
courts  of  criminal  juflice.  On 
thefe  occaflons  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
louDBy  upon  impeachments,  ad  as 


the  grand  inqueft  of  the  nation, 
The  prefcnt  proceeding  was  of  ^ 
different  nature,  and  not  having  a 
fhadow  of  criminality  attending  it, 
did  no^  call  for  that  fpecification 
and  certainty,  which  the  law  juftly 
and  wifely  requires,  when  a  man 
is  quefticmed  in  a  court  of  public 
judicature,  and  put  upon  a  trial, 
on  the  ifTue  of  which  may  depend 
his  honour,  his  property,  and  his 
life. 

He  ftated  precedents  to  (hew  the 
ufageof  the  Houfe  upon  fimilar  oc- 
cafions,  particularly  with  refpefl  to 
complex  and  aggregate  charges; 
and  drew  the  line  accurately  be- 
tween removal  and  punifhment— r 
Criminal  accufation,  and  charges 
only  of  cenfure.  He  then  went 
progreffively  through  the  various 
charges  of  mifcondudt,  incapacity, 
ignorance,  or  wilful  negligence, 
which  he  laid  again  (I  the  admi- 
ralty, as  arifing  merely,  and  di- 
re^Slly  from  ihofe  uncontroverted 
parts  of  their  condud,  which  he 
pointed  out,  and  which  were  pub- 
licly known.  He  faid  the  bufjnefs 
referred  to  them  for  their  confide- 
rntion  might  be  comprized  within 
a  very  narrow  compafs.  The 
whole  might  be  included  in  a  few 
ihort  quettions,  and  an  anf.ver  of 
no  great  length.  —  Was  the  £rft 
lord  of  the  admiralty  equal  to  dif- 
charge  the  f  undlions  of  his  office, 
with  faftty  to  the  flate,  and  with 
honour  to  the  nation  ?  Had  he 
hitherto  done  fo  f  What  reafon s 
are  there  for  fuppofing,  that  he 
who  has  failed  in  the  performance 
of  every  part  of  his  part  duty,  ftiall 
aft  more  wifely  or  capably  for  the 
future  ? — The  only  anfwer,  he  faid, 
that  could  be  deduced  from  fair  and 
impartial  reafoning,  fupported  by 
common  fenfe  and  experience,  mull 
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be,  that  it  would  be  the  laft  degree 
of  folly  and  madnefsto  exped,  that 
a  pcrfon,  who  by  his  ignorance 
and  grofs  mifcondudl,  had  brought 
or  fuffered  this  country  to  fall  from 
the  highell  pinnacle  of  fame,  and 
naval  glory,  to  the  lad  ftagc  of  na- 
tional degradation,  weakncfs,  and 
difgrace,  and  that  rapid  fall,  con- ' 
trary  to  every  principle  of  public 
opinion  and  experience,  (hould  ne- 
verthf-lefs  become  at  once  fo  fud- 
denly  illumined,  as  to  prove  equal 
to  the  arduous  taflc  of  redeeming 
her  from  chat  calamity  and  danger, 
and  of  redoring  her  to  her  former 
reputation  and  profpcrity. 

It  cannot  be  expelled,  after  what 
we  have  already  ieen  upon  this  fub- 
jeft,  that  any  new  ground  of  ar- 
gument, excepting  merely  as  arif- 
ing  from  fome  new  charge,  could 
have  been  opened  in  the  prefent 
debate.  Notwith (landing  the  dif- 
tinftion  fo  ingenioully  llated  of  the 
feparate  and  coUcdive  matter,  it 
was  evident,  that  the  real  merits 
of  the  caufe  had  been  difcuffed 
and  decided  before ;  and  that  this 
was  no  more  than  a  new  mode  of 
bringing  the  fame  fubjed  before 
the  Houfe,  without  the  violation  of 
parliamentary  rules,  l^he  houfe 
had  already  paifed  its  judgment; 
and  the  public  had  paA'ed  theirs. 

The  great  injury  to  the  nation  in 
lofing  at  this  critical  fcafon  the 
fcrvice  of  her  bell  naval  officers, 
and  the  danger  to  which  Ihe  was  ex- 
pofed  through  tiie  alarming  and  ge> 
Bcral  difcontents  which  now  prevail- 
ed in  the  navy,  afforded  the  only 
new  matter  that  was  bropght  in 
fupport  of  the  motion ;  for  as  thele 
misfortunes  were  charged  in  the 
IDOft  direct  and  unqualified  terms  to 
thp  kCi  lord  of  the  admiralty,  it 
was    Irom  thence  infilled,  that  if 


the  other  pa>ts  of  his  conduv'tl  were 
even  laudable,  and  that  no  other 
caufe  exillcd  for  his  removal,  that 
alone  was  offuch  importance  and 
magnitude,  as  to  render  it  a  matter 
not  only  of  expedience  and  wif- 
dom,  bur,  in  the  prefent  circum- 
Hances,  of  abfolute  necefTity. 

This  brought  out  much  dircd  or 
implied  cenfure  on  the  condud  of 
Lord  Howe,  and  of  Admiral  Kcp- 
pel,  who  were  charged  with  fetting 
that  example,  and  fpreadiiig  that 
dilcontent  in  the  navy,  which  were 
fo  pernicious  to  their  country,  and 
fo  dangerous  to  the  (late,  lor  al- 
though the  minillers  thought  it  con- 
venient to  preferve  (in  their  own 
pcrfoi;s)  fome  terms  with  thofe  two 
commanders,  particularly  the  for- 
mer (who,  with  his  brother,  they 
wifhed  by  all  means  to  wean  or  di- 
vert  from  that  enquiry  which  they 
were  bringing  forward  into  the 
condufl  of  the  American  war)  yet 
fome  of  thofe  who  were,  or  who 
fecmed  to  expedt  to  be  in  their 
confidence,  were  fo  far  from  being 
guided  by  this  example,  that  they 
mifTcd  no  occailon  during  the  fd- 
fion,  of  expreffing  their  fcn^iments 
with  refpedl  to  the  two  admirals, 
in  a  manner  which  carried  the  apr 
pearance  of  fludied  and  premedi- 
tated  attack;  and  without  confining 
themfelves  to  prefent  matter,  car- 
ried their  cenfurcs  back  to  the  pafl 
military  and  prcfcdlonal  condufl 
of  thofe  officers.  It  was  now  ad- 
vanced, that  when  military  com- 
manders grew  too  great  for  the 
itate,  and  id  fo  hi^n  a  rdte  upon 
their  fervices,  as  to  cxpedl  a  com- 
pliance with  extraordinary  and  un-f 
reafonable  conditions,  as  ihc  price 
upon  which  they  would  exert  them 
in  the  defence  of  their  country, 
fuch  propofals   fiiQuld  not  only  be 
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rcjcfled  with  that  contempt  and 
diida'm  which  they  defervcd;  but, 
however  great  ihe  profcffional  me- 
rits of  the  prop(»fcr5,  it  was  fitting, 
that  they  IhouM  .it  all  future  times 
coniinuc  to  experience  tiie  juft  in- 
dignation of  thi'ir  country,  by  her 
conlhn:Iy  dcfpifing  thclc  lervices, 
which  they  h:id  wichcUJ  in  the  hour 
of  "her  diltrcJV.  It  was  little  to  be 
doubted  or  apprehended,  they  faid, 
that  there  were  now,  and  would  be 
at  all  times,  a  fi-iiHcient  number  of 
brave  and  experienced  officers  to 
be  found  in  the  Briti'h  na^'y,  who 
only  wanted  to  be  brought  forward, 
in  order  cflcniially  to  fervc  their 
country,  and  wiiofe  txA  and  loy- 
alty would  abundantly  compenfate 
for  the  abfcncc  of  thofc  who  had 
grown  beyond  h*^r  fervice. 

This  heavy  charge  and  reproach, 
Yicceffarily  called  up  the  two  ad- 
mirals, to  a  jufiiiication  of  their 
pall  and  prcfent  condud,  which 
Jed  of  courfe  into  a  frefh  detail,  of 
the  late  and  immediate  tranfaclions 
between  them  and  the  admiralty ; 
and  alfo  brought  out,  in  the  crurfe 
of  the  debate,  partly  from  thenrr, 
and  dill  more  perhaps  from  others, 
FiO  fmall  (hare  of  excecQinj];ly  bitter 
charge,  retort,  and  ccnfure,  with 
refped  to  the  conduft  and  views  of 
the  minivers  in  general,  and  c>f 
that  board  more  particularly,  in  ail 
matters  that  related  to  the  military 
fervice.  They  faid,  that  a  vifible, 
ietiled,  concerted,  and  fcarcely  d«f- 
avowed  fchecic,  was  now  in  full 
execution,  for  driving  from  t.ie 
fervice  by  fca  and  Innd,  or  for  ru- 
ining while  in  it,  not  only  all  whig, 
or  popular,  commanders  and  oifi- 
ctrs,  hut  all  thofe  gentlemen  of 
indcrpendjnt  fpirit  and  principles 
who  vtnture-d  10  think  for  tht'in- 
k'lves  in  political  mutters,  and  ho- 


neftly  to  difcharge  the  duty  which 
they  owed  to  their  country  as  fe- 
nators.  That  to  this  objcdl  was 
facrificed,  along  with  the  means  of 
our  immediate  defence  and  fecurity, 
every  poflible  profped  and  hope  of 
fuccefs,  in  that  ruinous  and  dan- 
gerous civil  and  foreion  war,  in 
which  they  had  v/ickedly  involved 
th.*^  nation.  And,  liiat  in  order  to 
palliate,  or  in  fome  degree  to  dif- 
guife,  this  atrocious  fcheme,  from 
the  obfcrvation  of  the  public,  their 
firft  meafure  was  an  attempt  to  ruin 
the  reputation  and  charadler,  and 
thereby  to  deprive  of  their  popu- 
larity, and  to  ftrip  of  their  good 
name,  thofe  officers  whom  they 
had  fecrctly  devoted  to  dei%ru6)ion. 

They  charged,  that  the  minillers 
finding  their  malice  and  treachery 
had  i'ailed,  in  the  dired  attack 
which  they  had  made  on  the  life 
and  honour  of  Admiral  Keppel, 
after  all  the  pains  they  had  taken 
to  inveigle  him,  merely  for  that 
purpofe,  into  the  fervice,  they  had 
now  only  changed  their  mode, 
without  in  any  degree  abandoning 
their  purpofe,  fo  far  as  it  yet  ap- 
peared to  them  to  be  prailicable, 
and  were  now  indirectly  trying  him 
a  fecond  time  at  Portfmouth,  under 
the  mockery  of  trying  his  accufcr, 
again  ft  whom  there  was  no  charge 
laid,  nor  profecutor  to  fupport  it  if 
there  was.  They  afkcd  to  what 
other  purpofe  the  inftitution  of  that 
trial,  circumftanced,  and  attended 
with  fuch  extraordinary  man iiceuvres 
as  it  was,  could  poflibly  be  attri- 
buted, excepting  to  the  vain  hope, 
of  direding  fome  fide  wind  fruni 
thence  which  might  affed  the  re- 
putation of  the  admiral,  and  that 
the  acquittal  of  their  favourite, 
might,  under  thtir  landion,  autho- 
rity, and  management,  be  perverted 

to 
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to  the  purpofc  of  raifing  feme  fuf- 
picions,  injurious  to  the  honour  of 
thofe  able  and  di:1ingui(hed  officers, 
who  had  either  compofed  the  court 
by  which  he  was  tried,  or  afforded 
that  evidence  which  difplaycd  to 
all  the  worid  the  iniquity  of  the 
profecution  ?  For  the  admiral,  they 
iaid,  had  refuled,  and  diiJaincd, 
to  profccuce  his  accufer ;  and  no- 
thing lay  ap;ainll  I  im  but  the  re- 
cord of  that  icniencc,  of  having 
carried  on  an  unfounded  and  mali- 
cious profecution  againll  his  com- 
mander; and  that  I'entence,  no  fu- 
ture court  could  reverfe,  no  trial 
acquit  from,  nor  no  power  undo. 
But  this  attempt,  they  faid,  would 
be  found  as  vain  as  ir  -vas  wicked  ; 
and  the  admit u-^s  reputation,  as 
well  is  the  honour  of  thofe  brave 
officers,  were  far  beyond  their  reach, 
and  fuperior  to  all  the  effects  of 
their  malice. 

It  will  not  be  fappofed  that  fuch 
charges  were  not  anfwercd  or  re- 
turned with  equal  acrimony.  They 
were  faid  to  be  fo  falfc,  l"o  extrava- 
gant, fo  abfurd,  and  io  monllrous, 
that  they  could  only  have  origi- 
gated,  from  the  rage  of  difr-^pvin:- 
ment,  the  madnefs  of  party,  and  the 
malevolence  of  faction.  It  was 
infilled,  that  the  admiralty  hfid  be- 
haved with  the  grcatell  candour  and 
fairocfs  with  refpett  to  the  two 
officers  in  quellion.  The  admiral 
had  been  acquitted,  anJ  his  honour 
thereby  happily  cleared,  bo  far, 
if  the  admiralty  had  not  aded 
merely  officially,  he  w.  uM  have 
owed  them  a  favour,  for  j.irl:rding 
him  an  opponunity,  which  re- 
doanded  fo  mucli  to  hib  .idvantage^. 
As  to  his  adverfary,  was  he  to  be 
denied  that  equal  juflicc,  which 
was  fo  fairly  dillributcd  to  Admiral 
Keppcl  ?«*Was  a  trial,  in  the  one 


cafe,  an  injury,  and  in  the  other, 
a  favour  ^  If  the  vice-admiral  was 
innocent,  it  was  equally  fitting  and 
jutl,  that  his  honour  (hould  like- 
wife  be  cleared  ;  or  if  guilty,  it  was 
highly  ncccifary  that  he  ihouid  be 
made  amenable  to  the  juflice  of  his 
country. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  qucf- 
tion  at  a  late  hour,  whei:  the  mo- 
tion was  rcjcdled  bv  a  majority  of 
2Z1,  to  i  18,  who  voted  for  the  re- 
movr.l  of  the  nrlt  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty. 

The  noble  brothers  who  lately 
commanded  on  the  American  for* 
vice,  had  omitted  no  occaiion» 
during  the  courfc  of  the.  fclLon,  of 
prelling  in  the  Itrongeft  terms,  for 
an  enquiry  into  the  condud  of  the 
war,  fo  far  particularly,  as  they 
were  thcmfclves  immediately  con- 
cerned. They  fupported  this  ur- 
gency of  application,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  the  meafure,  upon  the 
different  grounds,  of  public  utility, 
and  of  p:\ticular  jullice.  They 
ilated'it  to  be  a  matter  of  great  na- 
tional importance,  that  the  real 
CiiUics  of  our  failure,  hitherto, 
of  i\:cccfs,  migh:  be  thoroughly 
icno^vn  and  underftood  ;  as  a  pro- 
per application  of  tliat  knowledge, 
could  .>nly  afford  any  rational  hope 
o:  j:reaier  aJvantag:!  in  the  further 
profecution  of  the  war.  It  was 
like  wife  a  fatisfadion  due  to  the 
people,  for  the  heavy  loffcs  they 
had  luilained,  and  the  immenfe  ex« 
pern  CCS  they  were  at,  to  let  them 
lee  the  true  (late  of  tlieir  affairs ; 
as  it  would  be  a  farther  affurance 
and  encouran;ement  to  them  to  dif- 
cover  that  liie  (  aalVs  were  removedj^ 
which  had  hitherto  diiap.)  minted 
their  expedatiiiiu.  With  refpe^ 
to  them  lei  veb,  their  endeavours  to 
ferve  their  country,  had  been  pro* 
du6live 
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dudive  of  fuch  a  torrent  of  invec- 
tive, and  unceafing  obloquy,  as 
had  not  perhaps  been  equalled  in 
any  former  period  ;  although  mi- 
nifters  tbemfelves  were  filent,  and 
had  not  ventured  to  bring  any 
charge  again  ft  any  part  of  their 
conduct,  they  had  full  rcafon  to  be- 
lieve, and  the  world  held  the  fame 
opinion,  that  this  abufe  proceeded 
whoUy  from  their  hireling  cmif- 
faries,  and  penfioncd  writers.  Their 
conduct  had  likcwife  been  publicly 
arraigned  in  that  Houfe,  by  per- 
foDs  cither  in  cfiice,  or  who  were 
at  leail  known  to  be  in  the  confi- 
dence and  favour  of  minidcrs; 
ivhillt  the  latter,  thoroughly  fen- 
fiblc  as  they  were  of  the  iijuilice  of 
the  cenfore,  and  with  t|ie  full  means 
of  their  juftificaiion  in  pofleilion, 
uied  not  the  fmalleft  effort  for  that 
purpofe.  On  thefe  grounds,  they 
were  under  a  neceifiiy,  they  faid, 
of  demanding  a  parliamentary  en- 
quiry: that  if  any  blame  was  due 
in  the  conduct  of  the  American 
war,  it  might  be  applied  to  its  pro- 
per objcdt ;  and  if  they  were  to- 
tally clear  from  it,  as  they  iruHcd, 
they  might  thereby  obtain  jullice, 
in  the  vindication  of  their  honour 
^od  chara^er. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  miniftcrs, 
among  other    caufes,   objected   to 

'  the  enquiry,  as  being  totally  need- 
Icfs.  Government  had  laid  no 
charge  againft  the  noble  brothers  ; 
and  on  the  contrary,  feveral  parts 
of  their  conduct  had  met  its  appro- 
bation. As  to  the  abufe  or  char- 
get  contained  in  ncwfpapcrs  or 
pamphlets,  any  more  than  ihe  opi- 
nions held,  or  cenfares  thrown  out 
by  individuals,  whether  within  or 
without  doors,  they  could  not  furely 

'be  <ionfidered  of  fufHcient  moment, 
to  aathoiize  the  brioging  out  of  an 
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enquiry,  which  muil  Deceffarily 
break  in  fo  prodigioufly  upon  the 
time  ar.d  attention  of  the  Houfe, 
and  that  in  a  feflion,  when  there 
was  already  fo  much  bufinefs  of 
imporunce  before  them,  and  fo 
much  more  Hill  in  expcdation,  or 
at  leaft  within  the  line  of  probable 
.contingency.  As  to^themfelves, 
whatever  their  private  opinions  in 
certain  macters  might  be,  they  had 
no  (hare  in  any  attacks  that  were 
made  upon  the  charaders  of-the 
noble  brothers  without  doors,  nor 
arraignments  of  their  condu<fl  wiih- 
in.  Of  thefe  matters  they  were  to- 
tally innocent. 

AUhough  the  miniflers  did  not 
approve  of  the  enquiry,  they,  how- 
ever, acquiefced  in  the  motions  for 
laying  the  American  papers  before 
the  Houle  ;  which  were  accordingly 
brought  forward  in  great  abun- 
dance, and  continued  on  the  table 
during  a  great  part  of  the  fcffion. 
In -thefe  were  included  the  whole 
correfpondence  between  the  mini- 
iters,  and  the  commanders  on  the 
main  fcrvice  in  America,  from  about 
the  lime  of  Sir  VViiiiani  Howe's  ar- 
rival at  Bofton,  in  tiie  year  1775, 
to  his  return  from  PiiiUdciphia,  in 
1778  ;  together  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  accounts,  returns,  and  other 
papers,  tending  to  (hew  the  llatc, 
number,  efrcctive  itrength,  and  con- 
dition of  tiiC  army,  at  different 
periods  of  the  iutermeuiate  time  ; 
their  real  moven'-enis  and  opera- 
tion's ;  as  well  as  the  dift'trcnt  plans 
of  adion  which  had  been  pjopofed, 
difcuflbd,  or  conceiied,  by  the  mi- 
nifters  and  generals. 

General  Burgoyne  was  no  lefs 
importunate  in  this  feffion,  than  he 
had  been  ever  fince  his  return,  for 
an  enquiry  into  his  own  condud^ 
apd  into  all  matters  relative  to  the 
Canada 
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Canada  expedition.  Wc  have  nV 
ready  feen,  that  his  particular  iitu- 
ation  under  llic  convention  of  Sa- 
ratoga, had  been  laid  down  as  an 
infaperable  obftaclc  to  his  gra:ifica- 
tion  in  that  refpeft;  and  it  may  be 
conceived  from  obvious  caufcs*  ihat 
his  complaints  and  applications 
were  now  full  as  little  attended  to 
as  ihofe  of  the  other  commanders. 
The  northern  eypediiion,  was, 
however,  fo  conncc^d  in  its  con- 
fequences  with  th^*  operations  of 
ihe  grand  army,  and  they  fo  ma- 
terially afFe£tcd  the  event  and  ge- 
neral fortune  of  the  war,  th.it  it 
was  not  csiCy  to  fcparate  matters  fo 
blended  in  any  couric  of  enquiry ; 
and  this  difficulty  was  increaled  by 
the  circumftance,  that  Sir  William 
Howe  had  been  fpecifically  ar- 
raigned, both  within  doors  and 
without,  for  undertaking  the  fou- 
thern  expedition,  at  the  time  that 
he  (bould  have  waited  to  facilitate 
and  fupport  the  operations  of  the 
other  army  on  the  north  river. 
General  Burgoyne  accordingly  fei- 
zed  this  opportunity  of  bringing 
forward  his  own  bufmcfs,  as  ue- 
ceflarily  belonging  to  and  infc para- 
ble from  the  reil ;  fo  that  the  Houfe 
was  in  poiTeffion  of  the  whole 
correfpond;!nce  of  the  three  com- 
manders, and  of  all  the  documents 
relative  to  the  different  fervices. 
A  -I  .u  Although  the  Houfe 
April  29th.  j^^^  gone  fo  far  as  to 

form  itfelf  into  a  committee  for  en- 
quiring  into  the  conduA  of  the 
American  w^r^  !:»d  made  a  pre* 
irious  application  to  the  Hcufc  of 
Lords  for  the  attendance  of  Earl 
Cornwaliis,  as  an  evidence,  and 
iiad  liftened  for  two  hours,  with  the 
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a  fold'er  by  Sir  Vililam  Howe  ; 
yet,  the  nobU*  lord  at  the  head  of 
afrairs  wir>  had  all  al(;i:g  ex  pre  fled 
the  utiiK  (l  d'Oinprobation  of  the 
enquiry,  -  was  i\.  !  deurr-.'ned  to 
quafh  it.  I:  w.r»  faiJ  in  geneial, 
tii.it  there  hai  been  no  nccciHty, 
ror  cv';n  occnaon  at  any  time  lor 
the  enqi.i:-y;  but  t'.at  if  thcr^^had, 
that  ni'ccfTity  or  occ::'no.i  w.sr.ow 
fully  rtinoved,  as  well  by  the  able 
explanation  of  his  conduct  given 
by  the  hunourabK-  general,  as  by 
the  papers  before  them.  That  al- 
moll  every  part  of  the  cor-cfpon- 
dcnce  went  10  Ihcw,  the  uimoil  fa- 
tisfadion  of  government,  and  its 
warmeil  ajprobation  with  refpeCl 
to  the  fervices  of  the  twa  noble 
cominand-'rs;  that  the  perfonal  de- 
clarations of  the  miniflers  fhiwed 
that  they  ftill  retained  the  fame 
feniini?nts ;  and  that  a  doubt  coul4 
not  bo  enti"  lained  in  the  committee  ■ 
on  the  lubjed.  That  without  re- 
gard to  occafion,  the  commanderf 
hid  hitherto  been  indulged  in 
bringing  forward  every  thing  they 
prcpofcd,  merely  to  faiisfy  their 
delicaC)  ;  but  mat  end  being  at- 
tained, ir  would  be  ^bfurd  topur- 
iuc  the  fubjed  any  farther;  there 
was  n«iihcr  charge  nor  accufer: 
and  it  would  be  merely  combating  a 
fhaJow. 

But  thcj^  went  farther,  and  con- 
tended, that  if  matters  had  been 
difl'erent,  and  that  an  accuiatioo 
had  been  really  laid  againfl  the  of- 
ficers, that  Houfe  was  totally  in- 
competent to  any  enquiry  into,  or 
any  iietifion  upon  mi'»r-rv  matters. 
Militaiy  chaj^.'b  and  *,^»..»i..i.on8, 
mull  be  criqjircd  into,  tried,  and 
decided  upon,  in  their  own  proper 


greaceft  attendon,  to  the  very  dear  courf: ;  and  no  where  cHc,  It 
and  able  narrative  of  his  condud,  would  be  in  the  highefl  degree  ab- 
Pl^fercd  ill  the  plain  eloquence  of    fard  to  f^ppofe^  that  gentlemen  fit- 


ting 
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ting  in  that  Hoofe,  ihould  pretend 
to  jadge  of  the  proper  diilribution 
of  a  large  military  force ;  of  the 
moremenis  of  columns,  the  evolu- 
tions of  brigades,  or  the  good  or 
bad  difpofitious  made  in  a  field  of 
battle*  The  minifter  feemcd  to 
fhinky  that  the  condud  of  miniflers 
was  the  latent  objeft  of  the  enquiry, 
wiih  a  view  of  injuring  them  by  a 
fide  wind;  of  trying  them  in  an 
oUique  and  indirea  manner;  if 
that  was  the  objed,  he  defired  it 
JSTght  be  declared;  that  the  ac- 
ctifer  Ihonid  (land  forth,  avow  his 
d.arge,  and  compel  them  to  an- 
fwcr.  When  that  was  avowed, 
mimilers  would  know  the  accufer 
and  the  accufation ;  and  they  would 
knew  in  what  manner  to  make 
their  defence.  If  that  was  not 
the  objeA,  a  further  purfuit  of 
the  enquiry  would  be  i utile  and 
needlefs. 

With  a  view  to  the  incompe- 
tency of  the  Houfe  in  military 
mauers,  upon  Sir  William  Howe's 
motion  for  the  examination  of  Earl 
Cornwallis,  the  que  (I  ion  was  put 
to  him,  *'  upon  what  points  he 
••  meant  to  interrogate  the  noble 
**  lord;  *  to  which  the  general  re- 
plied, *'  to  the  general  conduct  of 
*'  the  American  war;  to  military 
••  points  generally  and  particular- 
^  iy."  1  hefe  words  were  eagerly 
feized  by  the  miniller,  who  work- 
ing them  up  with  the  original  into 
the  form  of  an  amendment,  under 
that  colour  nearly  framed  a  new 
^notion,  which  he  knew  carried  its 
own  rejcAion  along  with  it.  The 
words  of  the  motion  in  that 
iilatcwere — **  That  Lord  Coro- 
«  wallis  be  called  in  and  examined 
■*  relative  to  general  «.nd  particu- 
•'  lar  military  points,  touching 
«'  the  general  condudl  of  the  Anic- 
♦*  rican  vvar." 


There  was  fcarcely  any  thing 
during  the  feifion  that  drew  out 
fuch  feverity  of  ccnfure,  and  even 
of  reproach,  as  this  manoeuvre,  or, 
as  it  was  termed,  trick,  in  debate, 
now  did.  It  was  faid,  that  fo 
fhamelefs  and  palpable  an  evafion 
of  enquiry  and  truth,  and  fo  bare- 
faced an  acknowledgment  of  guilt, 
had  never  been  ventured  upon  by 
any  oiuer  minifier,  nor  could  not 
have '  been  endured  at  any  other 
period.  The  degraded  fituation  of 
the  noble  lord,  wh'ch  reduced  him 
to  the  neceflity  of  adopting  fo 
(hameful  a  meafure,  in  order  to 
fcreen  his  afTociates,  and  the  open 
acknowledgment  which  it  included, 
that  he  durfl  not  venture  to  trull, 
even  his  own '{landing  ma  ority 
with  their  guilt,  was  exprefTed  in 
thofc  terms  of  pity,  which  convey 
the  forefl  ideas  of  contempt  and  ri- 
dicule. 

It  was  contended,  that  the  two 
objects  were  fo  clofely  united,  thut 
there  was  not  a  poflibility,  in  tlie 
prefent  enquiry,  of  Separating  the 
.conduct  of  the  miniftcrs,  and  of 
the  military  commanders.  No  opi- 
nion could  be  formed  with  refpec^ 
to  the  former,  without  knowing 
how  far  their  plans  were  or  were 
not  pradlicablc:  i  nor  of  the  latter, 
without  knowing  and  meal'urir.g 
the  means  which  had  been  put  into 
.their  hands.  And  from  whom  was 
this  informaiion  to  be  fought  or 
obtained,  but  from  thcfe  olHcers 
who  had  fervtd  on  the  f^^ot,  and 
who  being  cmplcytd  in  indcavour- 
ing  to  carry  tlvc\\i  plans  into  exe- 
cution, were  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  fufiiciency  or  deficiency  of 
the  means,  as  well  as  with  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  impediments 
which  were  oppofed  to  them  ?  Se- 
veral qaeiUons  would  come  before 

the 
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thf  committee,  which  were  merely 
polliical  and  dclibcrntive  ;  and  thefc 
could  only  be  decided  upon,  by 
taking  the  opinion  of  profeffional 
men  on  the  fpot;  men  who  knew 
the  country,  were  informed  of  the 
nature  of  the  refiftance  expeded  to 
be  made,  and  the  real  motives 
which  gave,  or  did  not  give,  a 
preference  to  the  meafures  purfued, 
before  others  which. might  bq.pro- 
pofed.  To  flop  fuch  information, 
therefore,  by  a  vote  of  that  Houfe, 
was,  in  fadt,  the  converting  par- 
liament into  a  fcrecn,  for  prevent- 
ing an  enquiry  into  the  condudl  of 
adminiftration  ;  for  if  the  comman- 
der had  acted  right,  it  neceffarily 
followed,  that  the  meafures  of  po- 
licy were  dilated  by  weakncfs  and 
ignorance,  as  they  were  now  at- 
tempted to  be  covered  by  the  moft 
fliameful  and  criminal  evafion  and 
impofitioD. 

The  point  of  order  was  (Irongly 
indded  on,  and  this  was  faid  to  be 
the  firft  inllance  in  the  annals  of 
parliament,  in  which  the  reference 
of  any  order  of  the  Houfe  to  a 
committee  was  clogged  with  any 
amendment  or  condition  whatever 
in  that  committee.  The  order  of 
the  Houfe  was  fpecific,  for  the  at- 
tendance on  that  day,  and  the  ex- 
amination of  Lord  Cornwaliis; 
and  the  amendment  imported  a 
negative  to  that  order,  and  ac- 
cordingly went  to  a  fubftautial  con- 
tradiftion  of  it.  Thus  was  the 
dignity  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
facrificed,  and  their  orders  treated 
with  a  contempt,  which  would  re- 
dace  them  in  all  future  times  to 
the  condition  of  waftc  paper,  merely 
to  lave  miniflers  from  that  punifh- 
inent,  which  they  had  fo  judly  me- 
rited, and  which  the  ruin  they  had 
brought  Dpon  their  country  fo  loud- 


ly called  for.  It  was  lamented,  that 
any  man,  or  fct  of  men,  fhould  pof- 
fels  fo  baneful  an  influence,  and 
apply  it  to  fu  deplorable  a  purpofe,  ' 
as  to  induce  them  in  fuch  a  manner 
to  a  furrender  of  their  omi  inhe- 
rent privileges;  and  thus  to  cibi- 
blifh  a  precedent,  which  mud  go 
to  the  banifhment  of  all  order  and 
regulation  from  their  future  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  the  inirodudioii 
of  anarchy  and  confuiion. 

A  general  oHiccr,  who  had  ac- 
quired great  reputation  in  the  late 
war  in  Gerr.iany,  who  was  evca 
then  near  the  top  of  his  profeffion, 
in  point  of  rank,  ai>d  who  had 
fmce  filled,  wltji  no  fmall  degree 
of  eminence,  one  of  the  higfacft 
civil  departments  of  '  the  ttate» 
called  upon  the  miniilers  to  de- 
clare, whether  they  denied  the 
competence  of  the  Houfe  to  in&w 
tute  or  proceed  upon  fuch  an  en- 
quiry ?  He  dared  them  to  the  ai&r- 
tion;  and  proteilcd,  that  during 
thirty  years  he  had  fat  ifi  parlia- 
ment, he  never  faw  fo  grofs  an  at- 
tempt to  violate  the  inherent  and 
conilitucional  privileges  of  that 
Houfe;  whether  with  refpe^  te 
the  breach  of  order,  or  to  wluc 
was  of  infinitely  greater  import- 
ance, the  denying  that  Houlj  to 
have  a  right  of  inquidtorial  jurif- 
diclion  over  every  department  of  the 
ftatc,  every  enahlifhment,  whether 
civil,  military,  or  criminal. 

The  miniller's  amendment  was,  • 
however,  carried  upon  a  divifion, 
though  by  a  fmallcr  ir.ajorify  than 
might  perhaps  have  been  exped^cd 
in  10  full  a  houfe,  the  number^  being 
189  to  155. 

The  debate  was  again  renewed 
on  the  main  queftlon,  whether  the 
motion  fo  amended  fhould  pafs,  when 
tiic   queftion    being  called    for,   it 
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was  rcjcded,  although  by  a  fmaller 
majoricy  than  on  the  preceding  di- 
vifion,  the  numbers  being  180  \o 
158,  A  gentleman  of  the  oppofi- 
tion  then  moved,  in  the  terms  of 
the  original  order  of  the  Houfe, 
«*  That  Lord  Cornwallis  be  called  in, 
**  and  examined  reipccting  the  fub- 
«•  jc€l  matter  of  the  papers  refer- 
**  rtd  to  kiid  committee."  This 
mot'on  was  negatived  without  a 
divinon.  And  thus  the  cnquiiy 
feemed  to  have  been  laid  to  lleep 
for  ever.  The  committee  was  not, 
bowever,  difTobvcd  ;  for  although  a 
motion  for  that  purpcfi?  had  been 
propofed  early  in  the  debate  by  a 
noble  lord  in  office*  it  had  bren 
withdrawn  at  the  miniller's  defiie, 
who  preferred  t:/is  fchcmo  of  ma- 
nagement which  we  have  fecn.  In 
ftndnefsj  the  committee  was  open 
to  receive  any  tellimony  tcndiu;;  10 
the  elucidation  of  »he  papers  before 
tbem»  excepting  that  teUimony  re- 
lated to  military  matters ;  ^and  the 
whole  fubjedl  of  thofe  papers  was 
miliury. 

The  oppofition  were,  however, 
determined  not  to  let  this  lute  of 
things  reft  in  abfolute  quiet;  ard 
to  try  hew  far  the  Hcufe  cculd, 
upon  rccolleftion,  and  in  its  proper 
form,  fubmit  to^uch  an  apparent 
contempt  and  rejcftion  of  its  au- 
thority»  by  a  committee,  a  ci ma- 
ture of  its  own  making,  and  fur- 
niihed  only  with  confineii  and  tem- 
porary powers,  dircdled  ro  a  parti- 
•  cular  objeA,  and  revocable  at  piea- 
«-  ,  fure.  The  bufm  fs  was 
Way  3a.  accordingly  introduced  a 
few  days  after,  by  a  recital  of  the 
tranfadions  which  had  palTcd  in 
the  committee,  and  a  renewal  of 
the  motion  for  the  examination  of 
Lord  Comwallif*  and  the   whole 


master  of  complaint  and,  redrefe 
fupported  with  great  vigrur. 

The  miniftcr  and  his  friends  had 
taken  but  little  notice  of  the 
charges  with  refptft  to  the  point 
of  order,  which  had  been  fo  ftrongly 
urged  by  the  other  fide  in  the  com- 
mittee ;  and  he  now  apparently 
left  room  open  for  an  apology  on 
that  ground,  by  an  acknowiedg- 
"mcnt  that  he  was  not  fully  prepared 
on  that  f.bJL-a..  He,  however,  faid, 
that  he  confidereJ  committees  of 
the  whole  Houfc,  and  the  Houfe 
itfelf,  as  ner.rly  analogous,  ^nd  their 
powers  co-cxteniivc  J  fo  that  in  re- 
ality, the  ditrcrcnce  between  the 
ordci-s  of  one,  and  the  rcfolutions 
of  the  otI.cT,  was  merely  in  terms, 
as  they  fubllamially  imported  the 
fame  thing.  They  were,  on  qucf- 
tions  of  importance,  equally  well 
attended  ;  and  the  difference,  in  his 
apprehenfion,  was  little  more,  than 
whether  the  fpeaker  was  in  the 
chair,  or  whether  one  of  the  mem- 
bers prefided  for  the  time  in  his 
^lace. 

On  the  queflion  of  competency 
he  was  now  remarkably  tender, 
and  did  not  at  all  pulh  that  mat- 
ter as  he  had  done  in  the  com- 
mit;tee-  He  began  to  perceive 
that  fuch  a  principle  once  laid 
down  might  go  10  great  lengdis, 
and  fuch  as  might  prove  highly  in- 
ccnven  cnt  to  miniilers  tht-mfelve?. 
Bat  with  refped  to  the  impropriety 
of  examining  witncfics  on  military 
queflior.s,  he  was  diffufe  ;  and 
feemed  to  lay  all  his  ftrength  to 
that  point.  1  ,  cbfervcd.  that  as 
the  evidence  muft  be  ex  parte,  it 
could  never  be  deemed,  by  ,any 
rule  of  reafon,  fandion  of  prece- 
dent, or  confiftency  with  the  regu- 
br  proceedings  of  jadicatare,  fufii* 

ciently 
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ciently  fuU  and  concIuTive,  either 
for  acquittal  or  crnrure.  It  might 
iurniih  a  good  ground  tor  bdici  or 
perfuafion;  but  from  the  nature  of 
tHe  evidence,  as  well  as  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  would  be  delivered, 
no  man  in  that  Houfc,  or  with- 
out, could  lay  any  other  llrefs 
updn  it,  or  give  it  any  higher  de- 
gree of  credit,  than  merely  what 
€x  parte  evidence  was  entitled  to  in 
the  firll  inftance,  and  what  telli- 
mony,  not  delivered  upon  oath, 
was  entitled  to  in  the  fccond.  And 
that,  therefore,  neither  the  cenfurc-- 
nor  acquittal  of  the  honourable 
general,  by  a  vote  of  that  Houfe, 
would  b2  capable  of  changing  in 
a  Tingle  indance,  the  opinions  al- 
ready formed  upon  that  fubjed. 

He  had  accordingly  always  held 
and  Hill  retained  his  opinion,  that 
enquiries  into  the  condufl  of  mili- 
tary men,  were  exceedingly  impro- 
per in  that  Houfe.  When  lucTi 
occafions  occurred,  military  courts 
were  provided  by  the  conftitution 
for  the  purpofe.  He  confidered  a 
court-martial  as  the  only  tribunal, 
where  the  party  accufed  could  pro- 
cure fubilantial  reparation  for  his 
injured  honour,  and  where,  on  the 
otner  hand,  in  cafe  of  failure  or 
ncgledl,  the  juftice  of  the  nation 
could  be  legally  and  conllitutionally 
fatisfied. 

He  alfo  obferved,  that  if  under 
the  appearance  of  an  enquiry  into 
the  condud  of  military  olHcers,it 
was  intended  to  bring  charges  of 
negledl  or  incapacity  again  (I  mini- 
fters,  be  could  not  but  consider  it 
as  an  exceedingly  unfair  mode  of 
proceeding.  No  man  had  yet 
avowed  that  dcfign.  And  yet  he 
coald  not  fee,  what  other  motives 
there  could  be,  for  urging  the  pre- 
fcnt  enquiry  farther.     The  Houfe 


had  undoubtedly  an  inquifitoriil 
power  to  enquire  into  and  ccnfare 
the  condud  of  miniftcrs  ;  but  he 
truded  their  conduct  was  not  to  be 
decided  upon  by  the  evidence  of 
military  men;  much  lefs  whea 
th^t  evidence  was  profeflcdly  given 
on  inilitary  meafures,  which  they 
had  neither  planned  nor  executed. 
If,  however,  any  fpecific  accufa- 
tion  was  brought  againll  miniftcrs, 
as  one  of  his  Majefty's  coufidenlial 
fervants,  he  was  ready  to  have 
witneffcs  inftantly  called  to  the 
bar,  provided  the  matter  on  which 
they  were  to  be  examined  was  pre- 
vioufly  JlaiL'd,  and  was  fuch  a* di- 
rectly and  fpecir.Ciilly  pointed  to  any  , 
one  particular  meai'ureofadminiilra- 
tion. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  laid 
down  as  a  clear  and  indisputable 
rule  of  proceeding  in  that  Houfe, 
that  a  committee  was  always  bound 
by  the  order.of  reference  made  to 
it ;  otherwifc,  there  would  be  two 
contradi6lory  powers  and  clafhing 
jurifJiclions.  in  the  fame  body;  a 
doftrine  too  abfurd  and  monftrou* 
to  be  heard  or  endured.  A  ^••eac 
part  of  their  burinclb  was  tranl^iclcd 
by  com  mi. tees,  particularly  by 
committees  of  the  whole  Houlc ; 
if,  therefore,  it  fhould  be  ad6;ned 
as  parliamentary  law,  that  wi\at 
the  Houfe  entertained  in  one  in- 
Ilance  and  referred  to  a  commiitce, 
was  fo  far  controulable  h^f  that 
commiitee,  as  that  the  latter  had 
an  option  to  difobey  the  order  of 
reference,  all  bufuiels  would  be  at 
an  end;  and  a:i  often  as  circum- 
flances  afford/d  a  pretence,  the 
proceedings  of  that  Houfe  would 
be  involved  in  enJlcfs  confufion, 
and  in  contvils  with  itfelf.  The 
Houfe  was  therefore  called  upon, 
and   requelled   feriouily    to   relict^ 

aad 
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and  conddcr,  the  fatal  conrequences 
chat  would  neceiTarily  enfue,  if  it 
did  not  prefervc  a  proper  con- 
troul  over  its  feveral  conlHtucnt 
part!«.— The  queftion  they  were  to 
decide  upon  was  Ihort  and  plain, 
but  it  included  much  matter:— It 
was  ftmply  this:  Shall  the  Houfe 
coniroul  and  direft  a  committee 
appointed  by  itfeif,  or  (hall  they  con- 
troul  and  dired  the  Houfe  ? 

The  ground  of  propriety,  with 
refpedt  to  military  enquiries  in  that 
Hottie,  was  not  only  abundantly 
fopported,  but  covered  with  a  fu- 
pcrnuity  both  of  arguments  and  of 
precedents.  The  debate,  however, 
hung  yet  in  fufpence,  when  the 
iinexpedled  part  taken  by  a  gentle- 
man high  in  office,  and  ciofcly 
connected  with  a  drong  and  power- 
ful party,  fuddenly  turned  the 
balance.  That  gentleman  de- 
clared, that  although  it  was  with 
infinite  relu6lance  that  he  differed 
in  opinion  with  the  two  noble 
lords  in  adminidration,  yet  he 
could  not  avoid  thinking  the  con- 
duft  of  the  committee,  even  at  the 
time,  very  extraordinary.  He  had, 
however,  fome  doubts  upon  the 
fubjeft,  which  occafioned  his  going 
away,  without  fpeaking  or  voting, 
on  that  night.  But  thefe  doubts 
were  now  totally  removed.  For  as 
he  confidered  certain  words  (which 
he  recited)  that  had  fallen  from 
the  American  minifter  in  the  pre- 
feot  debate,  as  a  dire£l  charge  and 
accnfaiion  againfl  the  commander 
in  chief,  he  fhould  think  it  an  at^ 
of  the  greated  cruelty  and  injuilice 
if  the  prefent  motion  was  not  paff- 
ed,  in  order  to  afford  an  opportu- 
nity for  his  vindication  and  de- 
fence. 

Thefe  words  operated  like  a 
charm.     Nothing  would  afterwards 


be  liflened  to  from  the  other  die* 
The  minifter  attempted  feveral 
times  to  fpeak,  but  in  vain.  A  com- 
plete revolution  was  eiFeftcd;  and 
the  enquiry,  which  a  few  days  before 
had  been  rejeded  by  a  majority, 
was  now  refumed,  with  an  appear- 
ance of  almort  general  unanimity. 
The  committee  was  ^  ,  . 
accordingly   revived  a  ^^ 

few  days  after,  and  the  examination 
of  the  olhcers  commenced  by  that  of 
Earl  Cornwallis. 

It  wpuld  be  equally  beyond  our 
purpofe,  and  our  limits,  to  enter 
into  any  particular  detail  of  this 
enquiry.  (t  was  taken  up  with 
much  general  expedtation",  and  it 
might,  perhaps,  be  faid  hopi:. 
The  public  were  in  the  higheft 
degree  impatient  for  it.  Thofe 
who  had  conceived  that  the  total 
redu^ion  of  America  ought  to  have 
been  but  the  bulinefs  of  one  eti{y 
campaign,  were  eager  to  fee  the 
fault  fixed  upon  thofe  generals, 
whofe  mtfmanagement  had  render-- 
ed  the  war  not  only  fo  tedious  and 
fo  expenfive,  but  at  prefentalmoil 
hopelefs.  Others,  wiflied  to  fix 
tiie  fault  on  the  original  ill  policy 
of  the  undenaking,  rendered  ad- 
ditionally ruinous  by  the  wcakncis 
and  contraditlion  of  the  cou.kHs 
by  which  it  hnd  been  conduftrd. 
But  as  the  enquiry  might  be,  as  in 
reality  it  was,  dra*vn  out  to  a  vn  y 
great  length,  it  fopn  bcc-im';  evi- 
dent, that  thofe  who  originally  op- 
pofcd  any  enquiry  at  all ;  and  only 
had  given  way,  becaufe  they  were 
unable  to  refit  the  torrent,  would 
prevent  it  from  producing  any  ef- 
fect;  and  tins  it  was  not  difiicuit 
to  do,  as  it  was  in  their  power  to 
draw  the  examination  of  witne/Tes 
into  an  infinite  length ;  and  the  at- 
tention   of  all  being  fatigued  by 

fuch 
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fijch  a  purfuit,  attcrdance  would 
naturally  relax  along  with  it ;  and 
the  bufinefs  would  languifh^  and 
expire  of  itfclf. 

The  officers  who  were  examined 
were  the  following,  who  were  alfo 
called  in  the  order   that  we   Hate 
thrm,  viz.  Earl  Cornwallis,  Major- 
Gcneral  Grey,  Sir  Andrew   Snape 
Hammond,  Major  Montrefor,  chief 
engineer,  and  Sir  George  GfDome, 
a  member  of   the  Houfe.      Their 
teftimrny,  taken  together,  went  to 
the  cftabliihment  of  the  following 
points    of    faft,    or   of  opinion.— 
That  the    force   font   to    America 
was  at  no  time  equal  to  the  fubju- 
gation   of  the  country — That  this 
proceeded  in  a  great  roealure  from 
the  general  enmity  and  hoflility  of 
the  people,  who  were  almcfl  una- 
nimous in  their  ayeriion  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  -  Britain ;    and 
alfo  from  the  nature  of  the  country, 
which  was  the    mod   difficult  and 
impradlicable  with  refpedl  to  mili- 
tary operations  that  could  poffibly 
be  conceived — ^That  thefe  circum- 
Hances  of  country  and  people,  ren- 
dered the  fervices  of  reconnoitring, 
of  obtaining   intelligence,    of  ac- 
quiring  any    previous    knowledge 
that  could  be  depended  on,  of  the 
(late  of  the  roads,  and  the  nature 
of  the  ground  which  they  were  to 
^travcrfe,   along    wiih   the  eflfcntial 
objcd  of  procuring  provifions  and 
forage,   exceedingly   difficult,  and 
in   wme   refpcAs   impradlicable— 
That  this  latter  circumllance  ren- 
dered it  impoffible  for  the  army  to 
carry  on  its  operations  at  any  dif- 
fance  from  the  fleet ;  at  lead,  with- 
out the  full  pofleifion,  on  both  its 
fidpa,  of  fome   navigable   river-^ 
And  that  its  operations  were  much 
retarded,    and   firequently    endan* 
Cvredy  by    being   generally    con< 
VoL.XXIL 


/trained,  through  the  circumflancet 
of  roads  and  country,  to  mtrdk 
only  in  a  /ingle  column. 

It  iiKd  went  to  the  cdablifbfflent 
of  the  following  particular  points, 
in  direfl    contrad'^ion    to   fcveral 
charges    which     had    been    mM^ 
again  (I  the    conduit    of   the  comi 
mander  in  chief,  viz.  That  the  re- 
bel lines  a:;d  reduubts  at  Brooklyn, 
in    Long-lflaud,    on  the  tyih^of 
Auguft  1776,  were  in  fuch  a  fUte 
of  lirength  and  defence,  that  an]r 
immediate  attack  upon  them,  with* 
out  waiting    to    make  proper  ap« 
proaches,  and    without    the   artil- 
lery,  fcaling   ladders,    axes,    and 
other  articles  neccffary  to  the  fcr- 
vice,  would  have  been  fcarcely  lefs 
than  an  adl   of  defperate  raihne(s« 
— That  Lord  Cornwallis's  halting 
at   Brunfwick,  when  in  purfuit  of 
the  enemy,  in  the  fame  year^  was 
neceiTary,  a«    well  with  rcfpedt  to 
the  condition  of  the  troops  in  point 
of  fatigue  and  provifion,  as  to  their 
number,  and    the    pofls   which  it 
was  ficd  necelTary   to  occupy,  in 
order  to  preferve  their  communi- 
cation; and  that   his   paffing    the 
Delaware,  and  advancing  to  Phila- 
delphia, when    he   afterwards    ar- 
rived at  Trenton,  was  utterly  im- 
prad^icable,  from  the  total  want  of 
Doats,  and  of  all  other  means  for 
that  purpofe.-— That  the  going  by 
fea  to  Philadelphia,  was  the  moft 
eligible,  if  not  the  only  metbodp 
which  could   have    been  adopted, 
for  the  redudion  of  Penfylvania> 
and   that    the  Chefapeak    was    a 
more  eligible  pafTage  than  the  De« 
laware.— *That  from   the  flrength 
of  the   highlands,  and    other  cir- 
cum (lances,  the  attempt  of  going 
up  the  North  River  towards  Al- 
bany,  while    Wafhington   was    at 
hand  with  a  ftrong  army,  to  piolit 
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^f  all  the  advantages  which  it 
fluft  afford,  would  have  been 
diScalc,  dangerous,  and  prubably 
fcund  impra£ticable  io  the  event. 
—  And  that  the  drawing  of  Ge- 
neral Waihingcon  and  his  army, 
tear  300  miles  from  the  North 
l^iver,  to  the  defence  of  Penfyl-  - 
vasia,  was  the  moft  elFef^ual  di- 
verfion  that  could  have  been  made 
in  favour  of  the  northern  army; 
and  at  the  fame  time  held  out  the 
greateft  probability,  chat  the  defire 
of  prote^tng  Philadelphia,  would 
luve  induced  him  to  hazard  a  ge- 
neral a£^ion ;  an  event  fo  long  and 
fo  ardently  coveted,  as  the  only 
means  which  could  tend  to  bring 
the  war  to  a  fpeedy  condufion, 
and  which  every  other  meafure 
had  been  found  incapable  of  pro- 
ducing. 

General  Howe  had  endeavoured, 
in  his  narrative,  as  well  as  in  the 
different  fpeeches  which  were 
drawn  from  him  on  the  fubied,  to 
dlablifli  as  an  indifputable  fafl, 
and  demonftrably  to  prove  from 
the  correfpondence  before  them, 
that  he  had  conllantly  ftated  to  the 
American  minifter,  the  great  diffi- 
culty and  impracticable  nature  of 
the  war;  and  the  utter  impoffibi- 
lity  of  fabjogating  that  continent 
with  the  force  under  his  command. 
Tkat  he  had  accordingly  accom- 
panied the  plans  for  the  operations 
of  the  cam[>aign  of  1777,  with  a 
requifitbn,  in  one  inftance,  of  a 
reinforcement  of  20,000,  and  in 
snother/of  15,000  men,  (Iron^ly 
ftaUng  and  arguing,  that  nothing 
kfs  could  effe^uidly  anfwcr  the 
purpofe  of  bringing  the  war  to  a 
^eedy  condufion.  That  on  the 
other  band,  the  minifter  did  not 
&em  to  credit,  that  the  difficulties 
fo  great  as  they  were  repre- 


fentcd,  nor  that  fo  great  an  addi- 
tional force  as  was  demanded  could 
be  necefTary;  and  placed  much  of 
his  dependance  in  the  firm  per- 
fuafion,  that  the  well-affedted  in 
Penfylvania  were  fo  numerous, 
that  the  general  would  be  able  tp 
ralfe  fuch  a  force  there,  as  would 
be  fufficient  for  the  future  defence 
and  protection  of  the  province, 
when  the  army  departed  to  finiih 
the  remaining  fervice.  That  ac- 
cordingly, he  had  promifed,  only 
about  half  the  force  ilated  in  the 
fecond  number ;  that  not  a  fifth  of 
the  force,  even  fo  promifed,  was  at 
length  fent ;  and  that  reinforce « 
ment,  when  it  did  cpme,  arrived 
too  late  to  anfwer  any  of  the  ori- 
ginal purpofes  of  the  campaign- 
He  likewiie  flated,  and  fupported 
by  the  fame  authority,  that  fo  far 
from  any  concert  or  co-operation 
being  propofed  or  intended  be- 
tween him  and  the  northern  army,  . 
that,  that  exjpedition  had  never 
even  been  cafually  mentioned,  in 
any  of  the  difcuffions  relative  to  the 
plans  of  the  future  campaign, 
which  had  paiTed  between  him  and 
the  mioifler:  That  the  firll  know- 
ledj^e  he  had  of  that  deiign,  and 
which  induced  him  to  write  a  letter 
to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  upon  the  fub- 
jeCl,  was  merely  from  public  re- 
port. And,  that  the  firil  intima- 
tion he  received  from  the  miniller, 
that  the  fmalleft  dej^ree  of  fupport 
would  be  expeded  from  him  in  fa- 
vour of  that  expedition,  was  by  a 
letter  which  he  received  in  the 
middle  of  Auguft,  in  the  Chefa- 
peak,  when  his  meafur^s  were  al- 
ready taken  in  purfuance  of  that 
plan  which  he  had  previoufly  fet- 
tled with  the  noble  fecretary,  and 
whrn  it  would  have  been  too  late 
for  him  in  any  cafe  to  have  receded. 

But 
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fiut  even  that  letter  expreifed  no 
more  than  a  confident  hope,  that 
he  (hould  be  returned  foon  enough 
back  from  the  fouthward  to  concur 
in  the  further  operations  of  the  nor- 
thern army. 

It  will  be  eafily  feen,  that  no- 
thing could  poffibly  have  been 
more  galling  or  vexatious  to  the 
miniflers,  than  fome  part  of  this 
narrative,  and  of  the  preceding 
evidence.  Particularly  that  part 
of  the  former,  which  Hated  the 
general's  communication  of  the 
impradlicabtlity  of  the  American 
war;  or  at  leaft  the  infufficiency 
of  the  force  appointed  to  that  fer- 
vice  for  the  accomplifhment  of  its 
purpofe,  at  a  time  that  the  mini- 
fters  held  out  a  language  and 
hopes  fo  direAly  contrary,  to  the 
parliament  and  people  of  Eneland. 
The  charge  of  general  difaflfedion 
among  the  Americans,  which  was 
laid  by  the  general,  as  well  as  the 
other  officers,  although  more  guard- 
ed perhaps  in  terms  and  fpeciHca- 
tion,  was  likewife  an  exceeding 
tender  fubje^l  with  the  miniflers. 
The  oppofition  too  never  omitted 
any  occafion  of  reminding  them, 
that  from  the  beginning  of  the  trou- 
bles, they  had  been  conflantly  re- 
prefented  by  them,  as  being  the  adts 
merely  of  a  faction  in  America, 
who  had  by  a  fort  offurprizepof- 
fefled  themfelves  of  the  civil  and 
military  powers  of  that  country; 
bat  that  the  great  bulk,  or  at  leafl 
a  large  majority  of  the  people, 
were  firmly  attached  to  the  go- 
vemment  of  Great- Britain.  In- 
deedf  if  that  reprefentatton  was  an 
error,  it  feems  pretty  clearly,  that 
the  aiiniftera  were  no  lefs  involved 
in  it  themfclves,  than  the  public. 
At  any  rate  it  was  a  very  favourite 
1;     and    nothing   could  be 


more  grating  than  this  teftimony, 
which  went  diredly  to  its  fubver- 
fion. 

For  thefe  and  other  caufes,  it 
was  thought  necefTary  to  call  in 
ouelHon  the  validity  of  this  efi- 
de^ce,  and  nothing  could  fo  well 
anfwer  that  purpofe*  as  the  op- 
pofing  to  it  another  body  of  the 
fame  nature;  for  as  no  decifive 
vidory  was  to  be  gained,  nor  de- 
feat feared  in  fuch  a  contefl,  the 
ifTue  muft  unavoidably  be,  the 
leaving  the  queftion  of  fa6l  in 
doubt  and  uncertainty ;  and  no  more 
was  wanted. 

It  was  accordingly  pro*  ^ 
pofed,  towards,  what  ieem-  "  ' 
edy  the  dofe  of  the  examination, 
that  other  witnefles  (hould  be  called 
in  and  examined,  relative  to  feveral 
matters  which  were  ftated  in  the 
prefent  evidence.  In  fupport  of 
this  proceeding  it  was  advancei» 
that  ex  parte  evidence  had  been  re- 
ceived, relative  to  matters  of  faft 
and  opinion,  to  military  ma- 
noeuvres, to  the  propriety  of  plant, 
and  to  the  execution  of  them ;  and 
that  this  had  been  principally  di« 
reeled  to  the  laying  of  implied  or 
dired  charges  againft  the  condud 
of  miniflers,  particularly  of  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Ame- 
rican department.  That  it  wu 
therefore  necefTary,  fair>~and  equi* 
table,  that  witnefTes  ihould  be 
brought  on  the  other  fide,  and  evi- 
dence received  relative  to  tfaofe 
points,  and  to  fet  afide  thoie 
charges.  The  noble  minifler  him- 
f^lf  difclaimed  the  idea  of  becom- 
ing  an  accufer;  (with  which  he 
was  charged)  but  as  he  was  at- 
tacked, and  charged  with  being 
the  caufe  of  the  mifcarriagcofthe 
American  war,  it  was  necefTary  he 
ihould    defend    himfelf;  and  the 
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fa£l^  which  he  (hould  fiate,  the  wit- 
neflits  he  fhould  bring  to  iupport 
them,  ;.nd  the  areoments  whicifi  he 
xnig.  t  ufe,  would  all  tend  to  that 
point  merely,  and  not  to  the  ac- 
cvf:  ion  of  any  man.  He»  how- 
ever, declared,  that  his  main  objeA 
in  calling  witnefTes,  was  to  reicue 
the  brave,  loyal,  and  meritorioos 
fufTeters  'n  America,  from  the  un- 
juft  general  impataion  or  cenfure 
thrown  on  them  by  the  prefent 
evidence,  particularly  that  paflage 
which  fays,  that  the  Americans 
were  '*  almofl  unanimous"  in  their 
refinance  againd  the  claims  of  this 
country* 

^Cn  the  other  fide,  the  oppofition 
condemned,  as  extremely  unfair 
and  irregular,  the  propofing  to 
bring  forward  at  the  tail  of  an 
enquiry,  without  any  previous  no 
ticet  and  when  the  evidence 
brought  forward  by  the  honourable 
general/  in  his  own  vindication, 
Wzi  nearly  clofed,  new  witnefles, 
to  frir  up  matter,  and  perhaps 
charsresy  of  which  he  could  have 
no  Knowledge,  and  for  which  he 
confequently  could  have  made  no 
provifion  in  the  examination  of  his 
own*  That  it  was  a  new  proce- 
dure, and  fuch  as  would  not  be 
endured  any  where,  to  draw  out 
the  whole  of  any  man's  evidence 
to  examiae  where  its  flrength  or 
weuknefs  lay,  and  without  an 
avowal  of  the  fmalleft  intention  to 
controvert  any  part  of  it,  then  fud« 
denly  to  attempt  to  conjure  up 
witneiTes  before  unknown  and  un- 
heard of,  and  each  having  before 
bim  the  part  to  which  he  chofe  to 
be  called,  thereby  endeavour  to 
overthrow  the  whole  of  the  for- 
mer teftimony.  They  likewife 
Ipoke  in  terms  of  fome  indigna- 
tion, to  the  delign'of  bringing  op 


American  refugees,  penfioners,  and 
cuilom-houfe  ofhcers,  to  impeach 
and  fet  afide  the  evidence  of  mi- 
litary men  of  high  rank,  and  of 
great  profefTtonal  knowledge.  And 
what,  faid  they,  is  the  point  which 
thcfe  men  are  called  principally  to 
prove  ?  why,  that  the  Americans, 
(that  is,  themfelves)  whofe  places, 
penfions,  and  exiilence,  depend 
upon  their  attachment,  are  exceed- 
ingly well  difpofed  to  acknowledge 
and  fuppgrt  the  rights  and  claims  of 
this  country  over  the  colonies. 

That  party,  however,  in  con- 
formity with  their  profeflions  of 
wilhing  for,  and  furthering,  full 
and  general  enquiry  into  public 
matters,  at  length  acquiefced  in 
the  motion,  and  orders  were  iiTued, 
befides  General  Robertfon,  for  the 
attendance  of  General  Jones,  Col. 
Dixon,  and  Major  Stanton ;  as 
alio,  for  John  Maxwell,  Jofeph 
Galloway,  Andrew  Allen,  John 
Paterfon,  Theodore  Morris,  and 
Enoch  Story,  Efqrs. 

The  exceedingly  fevere  and  vi- 
rulent  cenfure  and  reproach  re- 
peatedly thrown  upon  General 
Burgoyne,  by  fome  perfons  high 
in  office,  produced  at  length  an 
effedl,  which  was  as  little  intended 
as  expeded,  by  the  authors  of  the 
caute  from  whence  it  proceeded. 
The  harflinefs  and  frequency  of 
the  reproach,  which  was  net  al- 
ways guarded  or  chafle,  feemed  by 
degrees  to  awaken  men  ofailde- 
Icriptions  and  parties,  into  fome 
particular  consideration,  of  thofe 
very  peculiar  and  unhappy  circum- 
ilances  of  fituation,  under  which 
that  officer  was  compelled  to  fub- 
mit  to  fuch  reproach,  without  a 
polfibility  of  vindicating  in  any 
manner  hu  character  and  honour. 
At  length,  all  fides  of  the  Houle, 
icemed 
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ieemed  at  once  to  feel  for  and  com- 
miferate  the  un(iappy  iitaacion  of 
that  general. 

An  occaiion  for  calling  forth 
this  difpofition  prefenced  itfelf.  Sir 
William  Howe  having  clofed  his 
evidence,  and  the  time  being  yet 
open  for  bringing  forward  the  coun- 
ter evidence,  there  was  a  chafm  of 
fome  davs  in  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Committee.  General  Burgoync  ftiz- 
cd  the  opportunity,  and  while  a  (enfe 
of  the  recent  charge  and  reproach 
waj  ftiil  frefli  in  every  mind,  he 
threw  himfelf  on  the  judice,  and 
claimed  the  prote^ion  of  the  Houfe, 
conjuring  them,  that  they  would 
afford  hi™  an  opportunity,  by  en- 
tering upon  hit  defence,  to  redeem 
his  honour  and  charadler  from  that 
onwarranted  cenfure,  fo  publicly 
and  Hcentioufly  beAowed  upon  both. 
He  ftated,  that  the  argument  of 
the  impropriety  of  military  cti- 
quiries  in  the  Houfe,  could  not  ap- 
ply to  him,  even  if  they  had  any 
weight  in  themfelves,  as  he  had 
frequently  applied  for  a  court- 
martial,  and  had  as  often  been  rer 
fufed  it. 

He  was  fapporred  by  gentlemen 
on  both  fides  of  the  Houfe;  and 
the  American  minifter  himfelf  gave 
into  it,  and  faid,  that  fuch  ilrone 
accufauons  had  been  recently  laid 
againft  him,  that  he  was  entitled  in 
juftice  to  be  heard  in  his  defence. 
This  was  readily  agreed  to,    and 

Mty  zpth.    ^^^  ^^^   j^/    ^^^^^.^^ 

pjNm  it. 

The  officers  examined  upon  this 
hufinefs  were.  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
dM  Gorernor  of  Quebec ;  £arl  of 
Bafearras;  Captain  Money,  ading 
Qg^ner  Mafter  General ;  Earl  of 
Harriagton;  Major  Forbes;  Cap- 
tm  BEmmfieldj  of  the  avtillery ; 


and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kingfton* 
AJjutant  General;  all  of  j^hon), 
excepting  the  firft,  were  prefent 
during  the  whole  campaign;  and 
eminent  panakers  in  all  the  unpa- 
ralleled difficulties,  diflreHes,  and 
dangers  of  the  northern  expedi* 
tion. 

The    evidence     was    unufually 
clear,  plain,   accurate,    and   dire^ 
to  its  matter.     It  went  uniformly 
to  place  the  character  of  the  fuffer« 
ing  and    unfortunate  general  in  a 
very  high  point  of  view,  whether 
confidered  as  a  man,  a  foldier,  or 
the  leader  of  an  army  in  the  rooft 
trying  and  perilous  fervice.     Tnat 
he  pofTeifed  the  confidence  and  ^f^ 
fedUon  of  his  army  in  fo  extraor- 
dinary a  degree,   that  no  lofs  or 
misfortune  could    fhake    the  one» 
nor  diilrefs  or  afflidion  weaken  the 
other.     It  eibblifhed  an  indance. 
fo   far  as  it  could  be  conclufive* 
(and  a  clofe  crofs-examination  wat 
not  able  to  weakrn  it)  perhaps  uo« 
equalled   in  military  hillory;  that 
during  fo    long   and    continued   a 
fcene  of  unceafing   fatigue,  hard^ 
ihip,   danger,   and  diilrefs^  finally 
ending  in  general  ruin,  and  capti- 
vity, not  a  iingle  voice  was  heard 
through    the     army,   to    upbraid* 
cenfure,  or   blame  their   geaeral'i 
and  that  at  length,  when  all  their 
courage  and  efforts  were  found  in- 
effectual, and    cVery   hope   totally 
cut  cff*,   they  were  ilill  willing  t# 
perifh   along  with  him.     It   may» 
however,  be  a  qusflion  of  rivaldiip 
in  honour,  what  fhare  of  the  prai(e 
arifing  from  this  exemplary  condu£l 
(hotild  be  attributed  to  the  general* 
and  what»  to  the  admirable  tem« 
per,  diicipline,   and   virtue  of  hit 
troops  ? 

This  evidence  went  alfo,  fo  far 

as  from  its  nature  it  wat  capable 

iK]i  of 
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of  doingy  to  the  direA  overthrow  or 
removu,  of  every  charge  or  ccn- 
furey  which  had  been  thrown  out, 
or  infinuated»  againft  the  condudl 
of  the  commander;  leaving,  how- 
ever, the  queilion  of  opinion  ne- 
ceflariiy  open,  whether  his  orders 
for  proceeding  to  Albany  were 
peremptory  or  conditional ;  and 
perhaps  leaving  likewife  foroe 
doabts  behind*  with  refped  both 
to  the  defign  and  to  the  mode  of 
conducing  the  expedition*  under 
Colonel  Baume*  to  Bennington. 
In  other  matters  it  feems  conclu- 
five;  and  particularly  detedls  two 
faliehoods,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
enquiry  in  full  credit  and  vigour ; 
the  one*  that  General  Phillips,  at 
the  time  of  the  convention*  offered 
to  force  his  way,  with  a  fpecified 
part  of  the  army*  from  Saratoga* 
back  to  Ticonderago ;  the  other* 
ithac  the  late  gallant  General  Fra- 
mer,  had  exprefied  the  utmoft  dif- 
Approbation  to  the  meafure  of  paff- 
iog  the  Hudfon*s  river. 

The  witnelTes  were  generally  of 
opinion*  from  what  thev  faw  and 
heard  of  the  temper  and  language 
of  the  troops*  that  nothing  lefs 
than  the  paffing  of  that  river,  and 
advancing  to  fight  the  enemy* 
could  have  fatisfied  the  army ;  or 
preferved  the  general's  charader 
With  it;  and  that  even*  after  all 
the  misfortunes  that  happened*  it 
^as  ftill  uniyerfally  conddered  as 
%  matter  of  neccffity  which  he 
could  not  have  avoided ;  or  which 
if  he  had,  that  it  would  have  been 
foch  a  failure,  u  he  never  could 
bave  forgiven  to  himfelf*  nor  been 
able  to  juftify  to  his  country.  Their 
teftimony  went  likewife  fully  and 
decifively  to  the  fubverfion  of  that 
injurious  ilander,  which  it  was 
once  ft  liiihion  with  fome  perfoos 


high  in  rank  and  office  here  ta 
throw  out*  relative  to  a  fuppofed 
natural  deficiency  of  fpirit  which 
they  attributed  to  the  Americans. 
Fully  mailers  and  judges  of  the 
fubjeft*  and  pofTeffing  fentiments 
more  liberal  aud  generous,  thefe 
oQcers  fcorned  to  depreciate  the 
character  of  an  enemy*  from  any 
refentment  for  his  fair  hoitility; 
and  declared  freely*  that  the  Ame- 
licans  (hewed  a  refolution*  perfe- 
verance*  and  even  obftinacy  in  ac- 
tion* which  rendered  them  by  no 
means  unworthy  of  a  conteft  with 
the  brave  troops  to  whom  they 
were  oppofed.  Written  evidence 
was  alfo  produced*  and  fupported* 
that  the  nunfbet^  of  the  rebel  army* 
at  the  time  of  the  furrender,  amount- 
ed to  19,000  men*  of  which  thirteen 
or  fourteen  thoufand  were  men  ac- 
tually carrying  mufquets. 

The  examination  of  General 
BurgoyneU  witnefies  being  clofed* 
the  American  minifter  opened  the 
counter  evidence*  which  was 
brought  to  oppofe  that  given  in 
favour  of  Lord  and  Sir  William 
Howe.  The  only  witneiTes,  which 
it  was  thought  expedient  or  necel- 
fary  to  examine  on  that  fide,  of 
thofe  whofe  names  we  have  fhited* 
were  Major  General  Robertfon* 
Deputy  Governor  of  New  York ; 
and  Mr.  fofeph  Galloway.  None 
of  the  officers*  ordered  to  attendi 
except  the  general  above  mentioned* 
were  called  upon.  Mr.  Galloway 
had  been  an  American  lawyer*  and 
a  member  of  the  firfl  Congrefs  * 
and  was  one  of  thofe  that  had 
come  over  to  Sir  William  Howe  at 
the  time  when  the  rebel  caufe  feem- 
ed  nearly  ruined,  by  his  great  fuc* 
%cffet  at  New  York*  and  Long 
Ifland*  towards  the  dofe  of  the  year 
1776,  and  when  that  violent  con- 
leniion 
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march  of  an  arm7,  in  as  manf  co* 
lumas  as  the/  pl'^afed.  Taat  tlir 
Bricilh  troops  poff-fkd  a  gr^atsf 
f jper  ori?y  over  the  Amertcaas*  in 
their  ovim  fav^oarite  mod^  of  bufh^ 
fighting,  and  the  detaciiL*d  ferric* 
in  voocb,  than  in  any  other  tvhat^ 
ever.  Thit  armies  might  canj 
nineteen  days  provi/ion  on  their 
bicks,  and  confeqiencJy  need  not 
be  deterred  from  'he  undert<ikio|f 
of  expeditions,  throagh  the  wxait 
of  thofe  means  of  conveyandt 
which  are  now  deemed  indifpen- 
fiSle.  Tna:  the  rebel  force,  b-Kk 
with  reiped  to  number,  and  to  ef* 
fefllve  ftrength,  was,  at  the  moft 
intereltinc;  periods,  if  n3t  always# 
much  inferior  to  what  was  nprt^ 
fented.  And,  to  a  general  con- 
demnation of  th;  fouthern  expedi« 
tion ;  along  with  an  endeavour  to 
(hew,  the  great  advantages  which 
would  hare  refulted  in  that  cam- 
paign, if  Sir  William  Hiwe  had 
uk^n  pofTeifion  of  the  north  river, 
and  direded  his  operations  towards 
Albany. 

Several  other  more  dire^  char< 
ges  or  accufations  were  brought 
againft  the  military  condud  of  the 
brother  commanders,  waicb  were 
chiefly  undertaken  by  Mr.  Ga1lo» 
way.  Particularly  with  refpe6t  to 
the  going  round  by  the  Chefipeak; 
in  Head  of  up  the  Dslaware,  on  thft 
fouthern  expedition;  the  want  of 
fufficient  difpatch  and  vigour  ift 
the  purfutt  of  the  rebels  from 
fininfwick  acrofs  the  Jeriies,  in  tht 
year  1776,  to  which  their  efcap* 
was  attributed ;  the  not  cutting  off 
Walhington  at  Trenton,  bmrt 
he  could  crofs  the  ^iver,  which  was 
contended  to  be  praAicable;  and 
the  not  paffing  the  Delaware,  and 
proceeding  to  P^ladelphia  at  thaft 
time,  which,  it  was  aiTerted^  would 

iK]  4  have 


Cention  of  parties  broke  out  at 
Philadelphia,  which  we  have  for* 
mer'y  takrn  notice  of.  The  ge- 
nrrai  had  immediately  afforded  a 
liberal  provilion  for  this  laft  wit- 
ncfi,  (from  whofe  fer vices  he  ex- 
peded  .fome  confilerable  advan- 
tages, in  which,  however,  he  de- 
clared himfelf  difappointed)  and 
aft L'r wards  advanred  him  to  lucra- 
tive, as  well  as  flattering  civil  em- 
ployments. 

The  general  tendency  of  this 
evidence  was  to  overthrow,  inva- 
lidate, or  weaken,  the  teftimony 
already  given  in  favour  of  the  com- 
manders. And  the  points  which 
It  principally  laboured  to  eflablifh 
for  that  purpjfe,  and  for  the  vin- 
dicadon  of  the  minifters,  were  the 
following.  The  vatl  majority, 
who  from  principle  and  difpofition, 
were  zealoudy  attached  to  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country,  and 
confequently  enemies  to  the  con- 
dud  and  tyranny  of  the  ruling 
powers ;  this  was  rated  by  the  firlt 
witnefs  at  two- thirds,  and  by  the 
fecond  at  four- fifths,  of  the  whole 
npople  on  that  continent*  That 
if  a  proper  ufe  had  been  made  of 
this  favourable  difpofition  of  the 
multitude,  it  might  have  been  di- 
redled  to  fuch  efleniial  purpofes, 
as  would  have  brought  the  war  to 
a  fpeedy  and  happy  conclufi.m. 
That  the  force  fent  out  from  this 
country  was  fully  competent  to  the 
attainment  of  its  objed,  by  the 
toud  redudion  of  the  rebellion, 
and  the  confequent  recovery  of  the 
colonies.  That  the  country  of 
America  was  not  in  its  nature  par- 
dcidarly  ftrong,  much  lefs  imprac- 
ticable, with  refpcd  to  military 
operatioas.  Tuat  the  face  of  a 
cotttttry  being  covered  with  wood, 
•iianied   no    impediment    to  the 
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Jiave  put  an  end  to  the  war ;  along 
witb  a  nqmber  of  other  matters 
tending  to  the  famepurpofe. 

On  thi?  the  oppontion  from  time 
to  time  remarked » that  the  greater 
.part  of  thefe  gentlemen's  teftimony 
.was  founded  upon  private  opini.)h, 
Jienrfay     knowledge,     intelligence 
'from    abfent  or  unknown  perfons, 
and  flrong  aflertions  of  fads,  un- 
■fuppgrted    by   any  collateral   evi- 
dence.    I(  was  alfo  remarked  by 
.|;hcm9    that  .the  only  officer  pro- 
duced,  had  been  verv  little,  if  at 
ftll,  out  of  our  g^rriions,  fince  the 
^mmencemenc    oi'  the   war,  and 
:WM  therefore  littlp  qualified,  either 
to  give  fatisfaflory  information  re- 
Jative  to  the  difpoGtion  of  a  people 
•With  whom  he. was  fo  Uttle  conver- 
/ant,  or  to  give  critical  opinion  on 
.military    meafures    which   he  had 
never  feen.     As  to  the  wiincfs  of  a 
^ivil  defcription^  they  faid  it  was 
Angular,    that^    although    bred  a 
lawyer,    and    habituated  to  bu(i- 
sefs,  he  could  fcarcely  be  brought 
to  recoiled  the  fmailell  part  ()f  his 
own    condud  in  the  moft  trying, 
,£ena],  and  poflibly  dangerous  (itu- 
anon  of  his  life,  and  the  moll  con- 
ifpicuous  fphere  of  adion  to  which 
he  had  ever  been  exalted,  when  a 
member  of  the  congrefs;  and  vet, 
l{{iat  the  fame  man,  a  total  ftranger 
io  the  profeflion,  and  only  flying 
ioT    refuge    to   the  Britifli  army, 
(hould  all  at  once  acquire  an  accu- 
racy with  refped  to  military  de- 
tails, and  the  complicated  buiinefs 
of  a  camp*   which  could  fcarcely 
be  expeded  from  a  quarter-mafter- 
geoeral,    and  as  fuddenly  become 
poflefled,  alone  with  the  minudap, 
of  that  nice  diicemment  ^nd  criti- 
cal judgment*  in  the  general  con- 
dud,  and  all  the  great  pperatio^s 


of  war,  which  the  oldeft  and  mofl 
experienced  commanders  do  not 
often  pretend  to. 

The    examination  of  thefe  two 
witneflcs  uas  fpun  out,  by  the  in- 
tervention   of  bufinefs,  and  other 
niicans,  to  the  end  of  June.     In  the 
mean    time,    as    it   was   uncertain 
what  farther  evidence  might  be  cal- 
led oh  that  fide,  and  the  feffion  be- 
ing fo  near  a  conclufion.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe  requefted,  that,  in  con- 
fequence  of  .the  attack  mnde  upon 
his    charader   in  the  evidence  of 
Mr.    Galloway,  a  day  might  be 
appointed,  on  which  he  (Tiould  be 
permitted    to    bring   witneffes,   in 
order   to   controvert  and   difprove 
thofe  charges.     This  w.is   refufed 
by     the    minifters,    and    did    not 
feem    to   be   approved   of  by  the 
Houfe,   who  had  got  tired  of  the 
bufinefs,  and  befides  faw  no  poili- 
bility  of  bringing  it  to  a  conclu- 
fion,    during   the  ihort  remainder 
of  the  feffion.    The   former  faid, 
that  the  general  had  already  met 
with    every    indulgence   he  could 
reafonably    exped;    but   that  the 
calling  in  of  new  witneflcs  at  that 
time,  could  not  be  admitted ;  that 
he  however  had  it  ftill  in  his  power 
to  crofs-examine  Mr.  Galloway  as 
much  as  he  pleafed. 

This  was  far  from  affording  any 
fatisfadion  to  the  other  fide,  who 
complained  loudly,  that  after  the 
attacks  made  upon  the  general's 
charader,  the  rcfufing  to  hear  evi- 
dence in  his  vindication,  was  no 
lefs  than  a  denial  of  julUce.  They 
were,  however,  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  what  they  could  not  remedy. 
The  committee  was  refumed  on 
the  29th  of  June;  but  an  advan- 
tage being  uken  of  fome  little 
delay,  (which  he  fiated  not  to  be 

above 
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above  a  quarter  of  an  hour)  in  Sir  mittee     was     faddenly    diiFolvcd* 

William  Howe's  not  being  imme-  without  coming  to   a  iingle   refo- 

diately  prefent  for  the  croJs-exami-  lution  upon  any  part  of  (be  bii« 

nation  of  the  witnefs,  the  com-  £nefj. 

CHAP.        VIIL 

STiftf  enquiries  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords ,  tending  to  the  fame  ohjeS^  and  earned 
en  through  the  greater,  fart  of  the  feffion.  Enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the 
navy,  and  the  conduS  of  the  admiraky,  inftituted  by  the  Earl  of  hrifloL 
Motions  for  naval  papers ^  bring  out  much  debate,  and  are  rejeSed  upon  a 
Mvifion.  Motion  by  the  Earl  ofBriftol,for  the  removal  of  the  firjl  Lord 
of  the  admiralty  from  his  employment.  Great  Debates,  Motion  rejeSid 
upon  a  divifion.  Protefts*  Enqu  ry  into  the  government  and  management 
ofGreenvoich  Hofpital,  conduced  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  Moves  for 
a  compenfatioH to  Captain  Baillie,  late  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Greemusicb 
Hofpital,  Motion  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Minority  Lords  quit  the  Houfi. 
Refolutions  in  vindication  of  the  Earl  ofSandnvich,  Hard  Cafe  of  Captain 
Baillie,  Marquis  of  Rockingham  endeavours  to  bring  Jomuard  an  etiquiry 
inio  the  affairs  of  Ireland.  After  feveral  ineffeilual  attempts,  a  kind  of 
compromife  takes  place,  referring  the  bufinefs  of  that  country  to  the  enfuing 
feffion,  Mr,  Tovtnjhend* s  motion,  to  defer  the  prorogation  of  parliatnent^ 
reyeSid  upon  a  divifion,  Spanijh  manifefto,  Addrejs  from  the  Commons. 
Second  euldrefs  moved  by  Lord  John  Cavendifi.  Motion  of  adjournment 
carried  upon  a  divifion.  Amendment  to  the  euldrefs  of  the  Lords,  moved  by 
the  Earl  of  Abingdin,  and  reje^ed  upon  a  divifon.  Second  amendment  ' 
propofed  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond ',  reje^ed  upon  a  dtvifion,  after  confiJer* 
able  debate.  Bill  brought  in  by  the  minifier  for  doubling  the  militia,  after 
much  debate  and  propofed  amendment,  faffed  by  the  Commons,  Indemnity 
bill  likevoife  paffed.  Militia  bill  meets  vjith  great  oppojition  in  the  Hoejh 
of  Lords >  Indemnity  bill  much  oppojed',  but  carried  through.  Protcfts^ 
Mihtia  bill  deprived  of  its  principal  effeSive  fonuers,  and  returned  to  tht 
Commons,  Debate  on  a  point  .of  privilege.  Bill  paffed.  Speech  from  tht 
throne, 

TXURING  thefe  tranfa^ons  in  Bridol,  which  went  diredly    and 

J.  3  the  Hoafe  of  Commons,  the  avowedly  to  the  crimination  in  the 

Lords  were  principally   taken   up  firft  inftance,  and  to  the  removal 

widi  two  enquiries  of  an  unufual  in  the  fecond,  of  that  nobleman, 

est  and  nature ;  and  both  tending  from  the  very  high  and  important  - 

dinAly,  or  indiredly,  to  the  iame  department  in  which  he  had  fo  long 

ohjiflf  to  the  crimination  or  cen-  prefided.    In  the  conduft  and  par. 

ma  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admi«  fuit  of  this  enquiry  and  objed,  he 

ndqr.    The  firft  of  thefe,  was  an  was  profeffionaliy  affiiled  by    the 

nftitated  into  the  ftate  of  Duke  of  Bolton,    and    ably  fup. 

WK9J  and  the  condud  of  the  ported  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 

^  the  kte    £arl    of  and  ibaic  other  of  the  molt  adive 

iorda 
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lords  of  the  oppofition.  The  in- 
dnftry*  patience,  and  conftancy, 
with  which  be  applied  himfelf  to 
lo  complicated  and  laborious  a  bo- 
finefs,  encumbered  with  frequent 
and  tirefome  calculation,  and  with 
tedious  comparative  elHmates^  at  a 
time  when  he  was  finking  under  the 
preflnre  of  various  infirmities,  and 
a  victim  to  the  moft  excruciating 
difeafes,  could  not  but  excite  admi- 
ration ;  and  indeed,  however  right, 
cr  otherwife,  his  opinions  might 
liave  been  founded,  afforded  no 
imair indication,  that,  in  a  feafon  and 
£tuation  which  feemed  fo  effe£luali/ 
to  fiiuc  cut  all  perfonal  confidera- 
tionsy  his  condudi  muft  have  pro- 
ceeded from  the  mod  difinterefted 
and  eenuine  patriotifm. 

Although  the  noble  earl  bad  on 
tbe  firft  day  of  the  (eflion  given 
Ibme  intimation  of  his  defign;  yet 
liis  fubfeqitent  ftate  of  health  was  fo 
deplorable,  that,  on  the  19th  of 
February,  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
was  obliged  to  make  the  motions, 
in  his  name  and  behalf,  for  the 
bringing  forward  of  thofe  papers 
which  wrre  immediately  neceilary 
to  the  enquiry.  The  demand  of 
paper*,  tending,  it  was  faid,  to  ex- 
poie  the  flare  of  ^he  navy,  and 
without  the  knowledge  of  any  im- 
portant purpofe  or  objeft  in  view 
^for  the  juflification  of  fuch  a  mea- 
fure,  being  ftrongly  oppofed  by 
the  court  lords,  the  noble  duke 
was  brought  to  an  explanation  and 
avowal,  that  the  abfent  Earl  iA» 
tended  thofe  papers,  alor.g  with 
other  materials,  for  laying  the 
fbordations  of  a  public  enquiry  in- 
to naval  affairs,  and  a  corepariiiMi 
of  the  preient  (late  of  the  navy, 
with  that  in  which  it  had  devdved 
from  Lord  Hawke,  to  the  truft  and 
governmem  of  the  prefent  firft  lord 


of  the  admiralty;  and  thereon  to 
ground  charge  of  malverfatioti 
againtt  that  nob!em:in  ;  with  a  view 
more  particularly  of  opHrning  the 
eyes  of  a  great  perlonr;gc,  and  t..at 
he  might  not  coniinue  tne  only  man 
in  the  nation,  who  was  unacqiiain:ed 
with  the  deplorable  ilate  of  his 
navy. 

It  was,  however,  the  i^^h  of 
March,  before  the  Earl  of  Bndol 
was  able  to  attend  in  perfon,  and 
he  was  then  fo  feeble  and  broken 
down,  as  to  depend  only  on  his 
crutches  for  fupport  while  he  was 
fpeaidng.  His  fpeech  did  not  fcem 
the  lefs  vehenoent  for  his  weak- 
nefs. 

He  afirmed,  and  faid  he  would 
prove,  ciiat  the  conduA  of  the  no- 
ble lord  at  the  head  of  the  navy, 
with  refpeA  to  the  great  trnft  re- 
pofed  in  him,  was  highly  criminal ; 
and  loch  as  called  aloud  for  the 
fulleft  cenfure  of  that  Houfe,  and 
for  the  ijtmoft  indignatbn  of  the 
people.  After  defcribing,  what  ap- 
peared immediately  to  himfclf,  as 
mofl  particularly  ruinous  and  ca- 
lamitous, in  the  condud  and  flace 
of  naval  affairs,  he  drew  one  con- 
fclatioo,  he  faid,  from  the  ineffec- 
tivenefs  of  the  attempts  made  by 
the  marine  minifter,  upon  the  cha- 
rader,  life,  and  honour,  of  Ad' 
miral  Keppel;  and  from  the  fai- 
lure of  thofe  machiavelian  arts 
(which,  he  faid,  he  had  fo  fuccefs- 
folly  employed  on  other  occafions) 
when  their  objeA  was  to  create  an 
improper  and  corrupt  influence 
among  the  Britifti  feamen«  That 
noble  lord,  he  faid,  had  now 
foand  by  ekperience,  chat  no  pro* 
mifes  could  allure,  nor  threats 
preveat  them,  from  a  performance 
of  their  doty,  and  the  preferva* 
tioD  of   their    honour.      Having 

been 
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been  called  to  order  for  the  terms 
mstktMWfiiaM  oris,  he  repeated 
them«  and  faid  he  would  prove 
them  at  a  proper  time.  His  in- 
tended motions  were  taken  up 
with  that  view,  and  he  meant  to 
dired  them  folely  to  the  criminal 
convidion  of  the  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty;  he  therefore-  gave  this 
early  notice,  that  the  Houfe  might 
be  prepared,  as  well  as  the  nobie 
earl,  on  the  i6th  of  April ;  he 
then  moved,  that  the  lords  might 
be  fummoned  for  that  day,  when 
he  would  enter  fully,  he  faid,  in- 
to the  proof  and  inveftigacion  of 
thofe  fads,  which  had  induced 
him  to  inftitttte  the  enquiry. 

Thut  was  the  gauntlet  thrown 
down,  the  day  appointed,  and 
the  lifts  prepared,  for  the  deciiion 
of  this  conteft.  The  noble  lord 
at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  jaf- 
ti£ed  his  condud  with  refpeffc  to 
Admiral  Keppel,  ypon  the  fame 
mund  which  we  have  already 
teen  uken  upon  that  fubjedt.  And 
being  furprized  into  fome  warmth, 
as  well  by  other  attacks,  as  by 
what  we  have  ftated,  he  declared 
that  he  was  afraid  of  no  man  liv- 
ing: •«  That  his  intentions  were 
upright,  his  heart  was  honefl,  and 
he  had  no  dread  that  they  would 
not  bear  him  out  again fl  every  at- 
uck  which  might  be  made  upon 
him  by  his  enemies." 

Several  motions-  being  made  on 
die  30th  of  March,  by  the  Earl  of 
Briftol,  for  a  great  number  of  ad- 
dinoaal  accounts,  naval  lifts,  and 
Ddicr  ptperst  neceiHsiry  to  the  fup* 
fon  of  the  enquiry,  they  were 
iiOOgly  oppofed  by  the  noble  lord 
jtt  the  lusad  of  the  navy,  upon  the 
pid  gTMnd,  that  fuch  comrouni- 
ttdott  would  be  exceedingly  im- 
anmr^  and  highly  dangerous  at 


prefent,  as  affording  means  of  in* 
formation  to  the  enemy,  which 
they  could  not  otherwife  poftibly 
acquire.  Although  the  validity 
of  this  objection  was  not  acknow- 
ledged on  the  other  fide,  the  noble 
mover  offered  to  modify  or  con- 
tradl  his  motions  in  any  manner 
that  might  be  thought  necefTarr 
for  preventing  the  fuppofed  eN 
fe£ls.  He  wiihed,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  imprcfs  one  truth  import 
tant  to  his  purpofe  on  their  lord- 
fhips  minds,  which  he  vouched 
for,  that  there  was  not  a  fmgle 
iota  of  the  matter  which  his  mo- 
tions were  intended  to  draw  forth, 
with  which  the  French  cabinet  was 
not  already  perfectly  acquainted; 
and,  nf>on  the  ground  of  prece- 
dent, that  they  were  literally  co- 
pied from  fimilar  motions  made 
and  agreed  to  in  the  year  1759»  in 
the  very  height  of  the  late  war,  and 
when  an  invafion  was  diredly 
threatened  from  France.  Nothing 
he  could  fay  being,  however, 
deemed  fatisfaftory,  and  no  quali- 
fication to  the  total  refufal  of  the 
papers  admitted,  much  debate 
arofe,  and  the  former  feveriiy  of 
cenfure  was  not  only  renewed,  but 
it  had  now,  bv  a  fupply  of  frefh 
matter,  acquired  additional  ftrength 
and  (harpnefs. 

This  proceeded  from  the  recent 
appointment  of  a  commandtT  to 
the  grand  fleer,  which  was  defined 
for  the  home  defence.  They  faid, 
that  the  immediate  confequences 
which  had  already  appeared,  of 
thofe  manoeuvres  of  the  admiralty, 
by  which  they  had  driven  Admiral 
Keppely  Lord  Howe>  Sir  Robert 
Harland,  and  other  diftinguilhed 
officers,  from  the  fervice  and  de- 
fence of  their  countr)',  were  in  the 
higheft  degree  alarming  and  un- 
happy 
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happy  to  the  nation.  Through 
the  lofs  of  thefe  great  officera, 
the  admiralty  were  now  utider  a 
necelTityy  of  dragging  forth  Sir 
Charles  Hardy  from  his  intended 
£nal  retteat,  and  from  (hat  repofe, 
fuited  to  his  time  of  life,  which 
had  been  afligned  to  him  in  the 
government  of  Greenwich  hof- 
piial;  and  after  an  abfence  of 
twenty  years  from  the  fea,  and 
having  ncceflarily  laid  by  every 
idea  of  a  profeflion»  to  which  he 
did  not  even  dream  of  ever  re- 
turning, it  compelled,  at  an  age, 
likewiie  unfit  for  a&ive  fervice,  to 
undertake  a  tafk  of  the  mod  ar- 
duous and  difficult  nature,  and 
which  may  probably  require  the 
greateil  adiivicy  and  exertion,  which 
were  ever  yet  difplayed  by  aBritiQi 
ieaman.  They  deiired  it  might 
be  underftood,  that  they  did  not 
mean  the  fmaUeft  imputation  to 
the  charader  of  that  gentleman, 
nor  the  moft  remote  infinuation  to 
his  difad vantage;  their  obferva- 
tions  were  confined  merely  to  his 
p-.rticular  circumflances  and  fitua- 
tion.  But  ic  was,  they  iaid,  a 
matter  of  the  rood  alarming  na- 
ture, to  fee  perhaps  the  fate  of 
England,  committed  to  the  hands 
of  a  fuperannuatcd,  and  it  might 
be  faid,  a  ruflicated  officer;  who 
muft  confider  the  appointment  ra- 
ther as  an  injury  than  a  favour* 
and  was  bciiiJcs  confcious,  that  he 
was  merely  an  objed  ofneceffit)^, 
and  not  of  choice,  even  with  his 
employers.  And  this  llate  of 
things  was  rendered  dill  more 
grievoos  and  deplorable,  by  feeing, 
at  the  fame  inftant,  feme  of  the 
greateft  names  and  charadlers,  that 
had  ever  graced  the  Briti(b  navy, 
or  exalted  its  renown,  profcribed 
from  the  fcrvice  of  their  cpuatry. 


through  the  rancour  and  malignity, 
if  n>t  the  treachery,  of .  the  ad- 
miralty. 

Lord  Briftol'j  motions  were  re- 
jef^ed,  on  a  divifion,  by  a  ma* 
jority  of  juft  two  to  one,  the  num- 
bers being  60  to  30.  The  lords 
had  been  fummo.ed  on  tiiat  day, 
on  a  motion  of  the  Duke  of  Man* 
chcfter's ;  which  was  likewife  for 
naval  papers,  but  not  relative  to 
the  prefent  enquiry;  it  being  in- 
tended to  convey  cenfure  or  cri- 
minality againfl  the  miniders  in 
the  other  Houfe,  on  a  charge  of 
fingalar  negledt.  Jt  was  aflerted, 
snd  we  believe  has  not  been  diU 
proved,  that  in  fome  time  after 
orders  were  difpatched  from  hence 
for  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia, 
a  fleet  of  viduallers  had  been  fuf- 
fered  to  depart  from  Ireland  for 
that  place,  in  total  ignorance  of 
the  defign  of  the  minillers,  and 
having  accordingly  entered  the 
Delaware,  efcaped  narrowly,  and 
by  mere  accident,  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
motion  was  for  the  papers  necedary 
to  an  enquiry  into  this  tranfadion. 
As  this  could  not  be  oppofed  upon 
any  fuppofiiion  of  danger,  from 
the  affording  of  intelligence  to  the 
enemy,  the  motion  was  obj^ded  to 
for  its  generality,  in  not  being  ap- 
plied to  the  fpecific  papers  and 
dates  which  were  wanted;  and 
alio,  that  it  was  totally  unneccf- 
fary,  as  no  ill  consequence  what- 
ever had  arifen  from  the  fa£l,  even 
fuppofing  it  to  be  exaiS^ly  as  had 
been  reprefcnted.  This  motiou  veat 
likewiie  rejedled,  by  a  majority  of 
40  to  zS, 

The  appointment  for  the  Lords 
to  attend  on  the  naval  difcuffion, 
having  been  changed  from  the 
46th    to    the  23d  of  April*  the 

Earl 
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Earl  of  Briftol  introduced  and 
fupported  his  mot-on,  with  an  ex- 
traordinary degree  of  ability  and 
profeflional  knoi*  ledge.  The  in- 
formation brought  out  was  various* 
and  feetns  to  have  been  colle^ed 
with  accuracy.  He  informed  the 
Lords,  that  he  had  every  one  of 
the  papers  which  they  had  refufed 
to  him  then  in  his  hands,  but  that 
at  he  conceived  from  that  refufal, 
that  they  were  of  opinion  there 
would  be  fome  impropiicty  in  ex- 
poiing  them  to  public  vieW',  how- 
ever contrary  that  was  to  his  own 
knowledge,  and  however  neceiTary 
they  might  be  towards  the  accom- 
pliihmeat  of  the  great  national 
imrpofe  which  he  was  purfuing, 
he  would>  notwith(la:^ding,  upon 
that  account,  refrain  from  bringing 
them  forward.  He  farther  pro- 
feiTed,  that  in  regard  to  the  un- 
happy circumilances  of  oar  fiiua. 
tion,  and  neccifity  of  the  time,  he 
would  himtelf  throw  a  veil  ove> 
all  thofe  parts,  the  expofuic  of 
which  could  poffibly  afford  any  ufe- 
ful  information  to  the  enemy. 

He  obierved,  at  the  clofe  of  his 
ijpeech,  that  theie  were  various 
parliamentary  methods  of  removing 
any  miniller;  and  all  of  which, 
excepting  one,  tended  to  pnniih 
at  well  at  to  remove  ;«^as,  a  bill 
•f  impeachment,  a  bill  of  at- 
uinder>  a  bill  of  paint  and  pe« 
naltiet;  all  thefe  went  to  punifli 
as  well  at  to  remove ;  but  that  of 
addrefling  the  King  to  remove  from 
bk  Majelly's  councils  and  prefence 
§m  ever,  tends  only  to  remove  the 
evilf  wichouc  inflidling  any  real 
Ddoifliinenc  oo  the  offender.  He 
Mdp  liowcver,  chofen  a  milder  me- 
thod thaa  any  of  thofe,  in  hopes 
of  die  concurrence  in  general  of 
tka.JLoKds;  and  that  many  of  thofe 


who  had  formerly  concurre.1  in  fup- 
porting  thofe  meal U'cs,  which  had 
fo  notorioufly  brought  the  navy, 
and  confequently  the  nation,  into 
their  prefent  fituation,  being  now 
convinced  of  their  pernicious  ten- 
dency, and  how  much  they  had  been 
deceived  by  artful  mifrt'prefenia- 
tion,  would  condemn  thofe  very 
meafures,  which  they  had  then  been 
feduced  to  approve. 

He  accordingly  moved,  '*  That 
"  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefenrej 
"  to  his  Majclly,  that  he  will  be 
**  gracioufly  pleafed  to  remove  the 
"  R^ght  Hi)  ourable  John  Earl  of 
«  Sandwich,  firft  commiflioner  for 
«•  executing  the  office  oflord  high 
«*  admiral  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 
"  and  one  of  his  Majeily's  molt 
«'  honourable  privy  council,  from 
"  the  faid  office  of  the  firll  lord 
"  commiflioner  of  the  admiralty." 

We  have  had  fo  much  occ.ifion^ 
for  fome  time  paft,-to  ftate  matter 
of  charge  and  defence,  as  they 
were  laid  or  fudained  in  botn 
Houfes,  with  refpeft  to  the  ftate 
of  the  navy,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  admirahy,  that  it  will  not  be 
fuppofed  that  much  new  ground 
relative  to  the  fubjcfl  could  now 
be  opened.  The  curious  naval 
liih,  calculations,  and  comparative 
eitimatcs  ihied  by  the  Earl  of 
Briftol,  are  not  properly  within 
our  province.  The  great  point  of 
charge,  prmcipallv  laboured  bjr 
the  Earl  of  Briftol,  and  to  which 
all  the  others  were  far  fubordinatc, 
wns  to  the  following  purport,  viz. 
That  about  feven  millions  more 
money  had  been  allotted  for  the 
fupport  and  increafe  of  our  navy 
daring  the  laft  feven  years  than 
in  any  former  period ;  and  that, 
during  that  time,  the  decrease  and 
decline  of  the  navy^  had  been  in 
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an  inverfe  ratio  to  the  excefs  of 
the  expenditure.  Upon  this  part 
of  the  fubjcdk  be  exclaimed,  as  he 
had  done  with  great  energy  upon 
a  former  occafion— ><'  What  is  be- 
•*  come  of  oar  navy  ?— Or,  if  there 
«  is  no  navy»  what  is  become  of 
«*  our  money  ?" 

The  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  navy,  defended  himfelf  in  his 
ofual  manner,  and  with  his  iifual 
ability.  He  affirmed  his  inno- 
cence in  ftrong  terms,  and  exprefied 
with  great  feeling,  the  confolation 
and  pieafure  which  a  confcioufnefs 
of  it  afforded ;  he  declared  his  fe- 
dulous  attention  to  the  duties  of 
his  office,  and  the  happy  efFe^s 
which  refulted  from  it«  in  the  pre- 
fent  high  and  ilourifhing  flate  of 
the  navy.  He,  however,  (hifted 
off  all  perfonal  refponfibility ;  de- 
claring that  he  was  anfwerable  for 
nothing  more  than  his  (hare,  in 
common  with  the  other  cabinet 
counfellors.  With  refpeft  to  other 
matters,  he  gave  .a  flat  contra- 
diction to  almoil  every  calculation 
and  cftimate  produced  by  his  no- 
ble antagonifl,  whether  with  re- 
gard to  the  pad  or  the  prefent  (late 
of  naval  sSairs  in  this  country; 
and  did  nor  believe  thofe  which 
related  to  France  or  Spain.  Some 
of  the  charges  brought  on  the 
other  iide,  were  treated  with  as 
little  ceremony^  Qnc  in  parti- 
cular»  which  llatcd  that  the  want 
of  ftores  was  fo  deplorable,  that 
fome  (liips  of  Keppel's  fleet,  al- 
though under  failing  orders  for 
the  immediate  protection  of  their 
country,  had  been  flript  of  their 
cordage  and  running  rigging,  in 
order  to  enable  Byron's  Iquadroa 
to  proceed  to  America  ;•— and,  that 
when  the  former  had  returned  to 
port,  after  the  adtton  of  the  27th 


of  July,  they  were  detained  fof 
feveral  days  through  the  want  of 
mads,  and  other  effential  articles 
of  fupply.— To  this  it  was  an- 
fwered,  that  the  fuperabundance 
of  fbres  in  the  docks  and  yards 
was  fo  great,  that  the  warehoufet 
and  other  proper  receptacles  were 
not  capable  of  containing  them ; 
and  that  the  ftock  of  hemp  in  par- 
ticular was  fo  vail,  that  the  ad- 
miralty found  it  necefTary  to  ob- 
lige the  artificers  to  take  fome  of 
it  oiF  their  hahds.  The  noble 
lord,  with  great  fatisfaCtion  and 
good  temper*  ended  a  long  fpeech 
in  a  joke,  which  threw  the  whole 
Houfe  into  good  humour. 

The  Earl  of  firiftol,  however, 
took  care  to  remind  their  lord- 
(hips,  that  every  one  of  his  charges 
were  now  fully  eflabliihed;  for 
that  his  fpecific  accufations  were 
anfwered  only  by  general  afler- 
tions;  and  teminated  by  attempts 
at  wit.  The  debates  were  long, 
and  mofl  of  the  lords  who  are 
fpeakers,  took  fome  (hare  in  them. 
The  queftion  being  at  length  put, 
the  motion  for  the  removal  of  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich  was  rejedted  upon 
a  divii]on»  by  a  majority  of  78  to 
39;  being  a  fecond  time  exadtly 
two  to  one. 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought  fin- 
fi^ar,  that  the  two  royal  brother 
dukes,  both  voted  on  this  occafion 
for  the  removal  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  from  the  government  of 
the  navy.  It  was  obferved  in  a 
fubiequent  debate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  that  the  fortune  of  that 
nobleman  was  unequalled  in  the 
hiftory  of  England,  namely,  in 
continuing  to  hold  an  office  of 
fuch  vaft  importance  in  the  ((ate, 
after  39  lords,  and  174  members 
of  the  other  Houfe,  had  declared 

upon 
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«pon  record,  \\\%  being  unfit,  inca- 
pable, and  confequcntiy  his  removal 
from  it  neceffary. 

A  (hort  proccil,  couched  in  the 
fallowing  terms,  was  (igned  by  zj 
lord$— *'  Becaufe,  as  it  is  highly 
**  becoming  this  great  council  of 
*'  the  nation,  to  addrefs  his  Ma- 
"  jefty  for  the  removal  of  any 
«*  miniiler  for  neglect  of  duty  or 
*'  incapacity,  in  order  to  prevent 
"  public  detriment ;  fo  we  con- 
*•  ccivc  the  notoriety  of  the  fadls 
•»  in  this  debate  futfi.iently  war- 
'<  ranUt  ^nd  the  prefent  aliirming 
**  fituation  of  public  affairj  loudiy 
**  calls  for,  this  inter pofition,"— 
The  Earl  of  Briilol  being  the 
movcr»  thought  it  incumbent  on 
him,  that  poilerity  (hould  b^*  ac« 
quainted  with  the  particular  grounds 
upon  which  he  founded  his  motion- 
lie  accordingly  entered  a  feparatc 
protefl*  of  tome  length,  for  that 
parpc'ie.  His  death,  foon  a^ter* 
rendered  this  almoil  the  lad  of  hit 
public  exertion. 

The  fecood  enquiry,  although  not 
of  fuch  magnitude,  confidercd  with 
rcfpe^  to  its  national  importance 
and  confequence,  was,  notvever, 
upon  a  fabjeA  of  an  intereiling 
nature;  and  was  continues,  with 
BO  ffflall  (hare  of  trouble,  labour, 
and  difficulty,  through  much  ctie 
greater  part  of  the  leffion.  This 
was  the  enquiry  into  the  govcrn- 
meat  and  management  of  Green- 
vicb  Hofpital;  the  hrlt  papers  on 
which  were  moved  for  by  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  on  the  x6'h 
Cjf  February,  and  the  final  deci- 
fipil  of  (he  Lords  delivered  only 
OH  tht  7th  of  June.     As  the  fu- 

Eirfifipo  of  this  noble  foundation 
f  oflkially  in  the  admiralty,  the 
taqfiijp  of  courfe,  tended  virtually 
in,.  iht.Cttifttre  or  crimination  of 


tlie  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
that  department ;  who  according- 
ly underlVaiiding  it  in  that  light,  , 
took  fuch  means  of  defence,  at 
if  it.  had  been  an  avowed  and  di- 
reft  perfonal  accufation.  The  af- 
fair was  accordingly  fully  and  ably 
dircuir<;d ;  and  a  great  number  of 
witntfles,  as  well  as  no  fmali  quan- 
tity of  written  teftimony,  brought 
forward. 

It  would  not  perhaps  be  very 
fafe  with  regard  to  jullice,  (if  it 
even  lay  properly  within  our  line 
of  obfervation)  to  give  any  account 
of  this  enquiry,  which  did  not 
nearly  comprize  the  whole  volu- 
minous detail  of  evidence,  with 
which  h  was  accompanied,  the 
crofs-examination  and  particular 
obje^lions  which  it  brought  out, 
together  with  the  fpeeches  made 
by  the  noble  duke;  earl,  and  other 
lords,  which  are  to  be  confidered 
as  the  pleadings  in  this  caufe.  In 
this  (late  it  has  already  been  com« 
municated  to  the  public,  in  tho 
accounts  which  have  been  pub- 
Hlhed  of  the  parliamentary  pro* 
ceedingt  c^that  time  ;  and  the  able 
fpcech  made  by  the  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty  in  his  own  defence,  haa 
likcwife  appeared  in  a  feparate,  and, 
probably,corredledpubhcat:om  We 
alfo  trult,  that  the  printed  cafe  of 
the  late  unfortunate  lieutenant-go- 
vernor. Captain  Baillie,  is  in  moft 
hands. 

The  chief  matters  of  abufe  which 
appeared  in  the  enquiry,  were  the 
two  following ;  firll,  fome  improper 
variations  in  the  new  charter  from 
the  old,  and  iome  fufpicious  ma- 
nagement with  relation  to  it ;  and, 
that  Captain  Baillie,  the  lieute- 
nant-governor, who  had  (hewQ 
great  zeal  and  aOivity  in  dete^ing 
abufes,  and  particularly  had  pro- 
fecuted 
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iecuted  to  con  virion  the  botcher, 
who  by  concrad^  fupplied  the  bof- 
pi:al  with  provifion,  for  fraud  a- 
lently  furnifliing  meat  of  a  bad 
quality »  when  he  was  paid  as  for 
the  bed;  had,   on  his  part,  been 

Srofecuted  by  the  officers  of  the 
oufe  on  actions  brought  by  thofe, 
whom  he  had  charged  with  abufes 
*-in  which  aAions  they  were  de- 
feated—Vet the  convi^ed  batcher 
was  continued  in  one  of  the  courts, 
and  had  his  contrad  renewed,  and 
the  acquitted  Captain  Baillie  was 
turned  out  of  his  office  to  ftarve, 
without  any  provifion  or  compen- 
iation  whatfoever. — The  other  de- 
tails it  would  be  impoffible  to  enter 
into,  and  difficult  to  form  k  judg- 
ment on,  as  the  feveral  particulars 
,  of  charges,  feem  to  have  been 
ibme  better  and  feme  worfe  fup- 
ported. 

It  will  be  fuffictent  to  obferve, 
that  as  the  Duke  of  Richmond  had 
cooftantly  diiclaimed  every  idea 
of  any  accufation  againfl  the  fird 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  de- 
clared that  he  took  up  the  enquiry 
merely  for  the  fake  of  public  juf- 
tice,  and  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
penfioner^,  fo,  upon  its  clofe,  and 
the  fumming  up  of  the  evidence, 
he  did  not  move  for  any  vote  of 
cenfure  againit  that  nobleman; 
but  only  propofed  the  bringing  in 
of  a  bill,  for  remedying  thofe 
grievances  in  the  hofpiial,  and 
I'hofc  malverlations  in  its  govern-^ 
mcnt,  which  he  fuppoftd   he  had 

{)roved.  And  as  he  confidered  th^ 
ieutenant-governor  to  be  merely  a 
victim  to  his  integrity,  to  a  faith- 
ful and  diligent  difcharge  of  his 
duty,  and  particularly  to  his  in- 
flexible oppofition  to  thofe  inno- 
vations, which  the  noble  duke,  as 
well  at  himfelf^  deemed  totally  de- 


(Iro^ve  to  the  government  and 
interells  of  the  hoHtal,  he  thought 
it  an  z6t  of  the  moft  nee-  (fary 
jufHce,  that  fuch  an  officer  (hould 
receive  a  reafonable  compenfatioi, 
for  the  lofTes,  fufFerings,  and  per- 
fecution,  which  he  had  fudained ; 
the  more  efpecially,  as  his  place, 
which  was  properly  to  be  ccnfider- 
ed  as  a  freehold,  was,  at  a  market 
price,  worth  a  very  confiderable  fum 
of  money. 

He  accordingly  moved,  that,  in 
confideration  of  Captain  Baillie's 
having  been  illegally  removed  from 
his  office,  by  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty, and  of  the  7eal  he  had  uni- 
formly (hewn  during  the  courfe 
of  feventeen  years  fervice  in  the 
faid  hofpiral,  the  Houfe  fhould 
addrefs  his  Majefty,  to  confer  on 
him  fome'  mark  of  his  royal  fa- 
vour. 

The  motion  was  r€ye61ed,  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  67 
to  25. 

A  feceffion  of  the  minority  lords 
immediately  took  place,  as  foon 
as  the  divifion  was  over ;  but  the 
court  party  were  far  from' being 
content  with  a  bare  victory,  and 
feemed  deterraimd  to  affix  fuch  a 
fligma  upon  fuch  enquiries,  as 
might  prevent  any  trouble  of  the 
fame  nature  for  the  future.  Three 
lords  fucceffively  moved  three  fe- 
parate  motions,  each  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  furpaffing  the  preceding 
in  energy  and  efFe6t.  The  firft 
went  to  a  fimple  declaration,  that 
nothing  had  appeared  in  the  courfe 
of  the  enquiry,  which  called  for 
any  interpofition  of  the  legifla- 
ture. — The  fecond,  that  the  book 
which  had  been  refened  to  the 
committee,  (Captain  Baillie's  cafe 
of  the  royal  Lcfpiial,  &c.)  con- 
tained a  groandlefs  and  malicious 

repre- 
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feprefentation  of  the  conduA  of 
the  Earl  of  Sandwich*  and  othert» 
the  officers  of  Greenwich  hofpital. 
*-And  the  third  declared,  that  the 
rcvenaes  of  Greenwich  hofpital 
had  been  confiderabl/  increafed, 
and  that  it  had  derived  feveral  other 
fpecified ,  benefits  and  advantages* 
under  the  adminiftration  of  the 
prefent  noble  lord. 

It  feems  upon  the  whole  pro-> 
bable*  that  the  ifTue  of  this  en- 
qairy  went  as  far  beyond  all  ex« 
pedation  on  the  one  fide*  as  it 
fell  totally  (bort  of  it  on  the  other. 
The  fate  of  Captain  Baillie  has 
been  much  and  generally  com- 
miferated.  His  cafe,  indeed >  feems 
▼ery  hard  ;  and  it  ^an  fcarcely  be 
doubted,  that  if  the  affording  him 
a  compenfation,  could  have  been'< 
ieparated  from  the  idea  of  con- 
veying cenfure  on  the  firil  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  that  it  mufl  have 
been  liberally  granted.  How  far 
the  prefent  deciiion,  along  with 
the  rain  of  that  gentleman,  may 
operate  as  an  example,  in  er- 
ating  the  integrity  and  diligence 
of  the  fervants  of  the  public,  in 
the  future  execution  of  their  re- 
fpedive  offices,  muft  be  deter- 
mined by  experience ;  but  that  it 
moft  pr€>duce  a  full  effie6l,  while 
ever  it  is  remembered,  in  retrain- 
ing all  indifcreet  zeal  for  the  cor- 
reoion  or  reformation  of  abufes» 
will  fcarcely  be  quellioned. 

The  feafon  was  now  far  ad- 
ffiaced,  which  demanded  a  recefs 
from  the  toils  of  a    very  trouble- 

tfomt  and  laborious  feffion.  The 
affairs  of  Ireland  were,  however, 
becoming  every  day  more  alarm- 
ing ;  but  ngcwithilanding  the  re- 
peated efforts  of  the  oppofition  in 
both  HouTes,  the  ininifiers  de- 
VoL.XKlU 


feated  eirtry  attempt  towards  en- 
quiry upon  that'fubjed.  The 
Marauis  of  Rockingham  had  taken 
op  the  bufinefs,  on  the  nth 
of  May,  in  a  very  long  and  able 
fpeechi  in  which  he  equally  (hewed 
his  intimate  and  extenfive  know- 
ledge of  the  fubjedl,  and  dif- 
played,  indriking  colours,  the  de- 
plorable diftreiTes,  the  grievances^ 
and  the  very  alarming  circum* 
(lances,  which  attended  the  pre- 
fent fituation  of  that  country.  He 
accordingly  urged,  in  the  ftron^eft 
terms,  tne  neceffity  of  providing 
immediate  remedies  for  thofe  evils,' 
and  the  fatal  confequences  to  which 
any  delay  mufl  be  liable.  He  wat 
oppofed,  partly  with  refpe£l  to  the 
latenefs  of  the  feafon,  and  partly 
with  refpedl  to  the  nicenefs  and 
difficulty  of  the  fubjedt,  in  which 
the  in  cere  ll  of  both  countries  were 
fo  materially  affedled,  and  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  clafhed,  fo 
complicated  and  intricate,  that  any 
fcheme  for  the  relief  of  one,  with- 
out injury  to  the  other,  muft  re- 
quire long  application  and  ftudy, 
minute  enquiry,  and  the  mod  ma- 
ture deliberaiion.  The  repeated 
fubfequent  endeavours  of  the  no- 
ble marquis,  and  of  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne,  who  were  likewife  con- 
dan  tly  fupportcd  by  other  lords 
in  oppofition,  brought  on,  how- 
ever, ai  length,  and  near  the  clofe 
of  the  fedion,  a  kind  of  com  pro* 
mife  with  the  lord  prefident  of  the 
council ;  that  nobleman  pledging 
himfelf,  that  in  good  faith,  and 
fo  far  as  he  could  venture  to  anfw^r 
abfol lately  for  others,  a  proper 
plan  for  accommodating  the  af- 
fairs of'  Ireland,  (hould  be  pre- 
pared and  digeded  by  the  mi- 
niders,  during  the  recefs^  and  ia 
[I]  readi- 
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Teadinefs . to^  Ijy  before  parliament 
«^tbe  opeouig  of  tbt  enfuing  fef- 
tton.  ,  . 

.Notwithflanding  the  laten^fs  of 
the  (edfon,  the  affairs  ,q(.  Ireland, 
with  the  unfiD4{hj;4  ftate  lof  the 
American. enquityp. and  the  con- 
fequeht  cenfure  wtuch  lay  upon  the 
commanders,  from ,  the  unexpe£led 
charges  and  evidence  brought  a* 
gainft  ^em»  witliout  any  oppcr- 
tanity  of  calling,  witneiTes  to  their 
vindicatien,  >vqi^  taken  as  grounds 
by  Mr.  Thoqif^s^Townfliend,    foi; 

.;^  V  againft  the  prorogation 
of  pjM'liament,  until  the  bufinefs 
and  matters  dated  in  the  motion, 
were  finifhed  or  fettled.  This  mo- 
tion brought  out  much  mifcella- 
neous  debate,  and  was  at  length 
rejeded  upon  adividon,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  143  to  70. 

But  the  following  day  prefented 
a  new  face  of  affairs,  and  opened 
a  new  fcene  of  bufinefs,  by  the 
difclofure  of  one  of  the  moil  a- 
larming  events  which  could  well 
•have  happened,  in  the  already  em- 
barraiTed  and  critical  (late  of  the 
nation.  This  was  the  hoflile  ma- 
nifeilo  which  was  prefented  by  the 
Marquis  D'Afmodovar,  the  Spa- 
niih  ambaifaaor,  and  accompanied 
with  the  notice  of  .his  immediate 
departure  from  this  country. 

,  The    minifter  ufhcred  in 

'7  '  the  manifello,  as  ufoal,  with 
a  royal  meiTage,  in  which  they 
were  acquainted  with  the  confc- 
quent.recal  of  the  Britifh  ambaf- 
fador  from  the  court  of  Madrid. 
His  Majedy  alfo  declared  in  the 
mod  folemn  manner,  that  his  de- 
fire  to  preferve  and  to  cultivate 
peace  and  friendly  intercourfe  with 
the  Court  of  Spain,  had  been  uni- 
fiDrm  and  fiacere;     and   that  hii 


conduct  towards  that  power,  had 
been  guided  by  no  other  motives 
Or  principles,  than  thofe  of  good 
faith,  honour,  and  juilice.  Great 
furprife  was  exprcfTcd  at  the  pre- 
tences on  which  the  declaration 
was  grounded,  as  fome  of  the 
grievances  therein  enumerated*  had 
never  come  to  the  knowledge  •  of 
his  Majefty,  either  by  repreienta- 
tion  on  the  part  of  Spain,  or  by 
intelligence  from  any  other  quar- 
ter; and  that  in  all  cafes  where 
applications  had  been  received,  the 
matter  of  complaint  had  been 
treated  wiih  the  utmoil  attention, 
and  put  into  a  due  courfe  of  en- 
quiry and  redrefs.  It  concluded 
with  the  firmed  confidence,  that 
the  Commons,  with  the  fame  zeal 
and  public  fpirit,  which  his  Ma- 
jedy had  fo  often  experienced, 
would  fupfort  him  in  his  refolu* 
tion  to  exert  all  the  power,  and 
all  the  refources  of  the  nation,  to 
refid  and  repel  any  hodile  attempts 
of  the  court  of  Spain. 

The  Spanifh  manifedo,  was  a 
loofe,  and  rather  a  drange  fort  of 
a  compofition;  dealing  almod  en- 
tirely in  generals ;  without  any 
clear  arrangement  or  didribution 
of  matter ;  wiiliout  any  accuracy 
in  the  dating,  or  rruch  fpecifica- 
tion  of  time,  place,  or  circum- 
dance,  with  rcipcOt  to  fa^s,  it 
feems  to  throw  charges  about  at 
random,  without  any  attention  to 
their  dircdion,  or  care  about  their 
eifed.  Nor  is  the  rcafoning  much 
more  conclufive.  Yet  it  affords 
one  indance  of  precifion,  perhaps 
unequalled  in  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  corps  diplomatique,  iiom 
the  commencfonent  of  their  earlied 
records.  That  if,  where  it  fpc- 
cifies  in  one  line,  that  the  whole 
number  'Of   infults    and    injuries 

which 


HISTORY    OF  EUROPE.       {163 


which  Spain  had  received  from 
Great  Britain,  amounted  latify^  to 
joft  one  hundred. 

The  manifefto,  however,  efla- 
bliihed  one  fa£t,  and  chat  of  fuf- 
£cient  confequence;  namely,  that 
Spain  had  taken  a  decided  part 
with  France  and  America  againft 
Great  Britain.  It  alfo  afibrded 
an  information  not  before  known 
to  the  public,  although  we  think 
it  had  been  mentioned  as  a  matter 
of  reprobation  by  fome  gentlemen 
in  parliament.  That  was,  that 
Spain  had  been  employed  as  a 
mediator  between  England  and 
France,  and  had  been  adlually  ne- 
gociatingatreaty  of  peace  between 
the  two  nations  for  above  eight 
months.  A  principal  part  of  the 
refentment  exprefled  or  implied  in 
the  manifefto,  feems  to  derive  its 
fource  from  the  condudl  of  Great 
Britain  with  refpedt  to  this  nego- 
dation;  the  cabinet  being  dirc^ly 
or  indiredly  charged,  (in  the  loofe 
manner  of  that  declaration)  with 
diiingenuityor  iniincerity,  in  pro- 
trading  and  fpinning  it  out,  with- 
out any  fixed  or  real  intention  of 
peace,  and  ufing  Spain  as  its  in- 
ftrament  in  that  purpofe.  This 
feems  repeated  or  confirmed  at  the 
end  of  tke  manifefto,  where  it  is 
fuppofed,  that  the  experience  of 
other  nations  in  the  conduct  of  the 
Britiih  miniftry,  will  prove  a  j uni- 
fication of  the  deciiive  meafures 
adopted  by  the  Spanilh  monarch. 

It  feems  to  appear,  that  the  ne- 
nciAtion  now  in  queilion  was  con- 
O^Acd  upon  the  fame  ground  and 
pruidple,  the  bare  propofai  of 
irUch  «rat  treated  with  fuch  in- 
digaatioD  and  difdain  by  Mr.  Se* 
crctarj  Pitt»  in  the  late  war ;  viz. 
Che  coofiderine  the  feparate  claims 
af  France  and  Spain  as  one  com- 


mon objed,  and  comprifing  their 
fettlement  in  the  fame  treaty.  The 
full  effed  of  that  family  compad» 
which  had  been  overlooked  or  ncgr 
Jeded  at  the  treaty  of  Paris,  now 
unhappily  appeared  in  its  mat 
dangerous  afpedl. 

It  could  fcarcely  be  expefled  that 
the    difclofure    of    this    alarming 
event,    which    had  been  fo  long 
and  fo  often  predided  by  the  mw 
nority,    ihonld    not   have  brooght 
out  fome  reproach  upon  the  mi* 
nifters.     They    were    accordingly 
reminded,  with  great  fe verity,  of 
their  blindnefs,  obftinacy,  andafat* 
furdity  upon  that  fubjed.    Of  the 
contempt    with    which  they    had 
treated  every   timely   warning  of 
the  danger,  and  the  exultation  and 
triumph  which  they  conftantly  ex* 
preflicd,  at  the  folly  and  ignorance 
of  the    oppofition  in  entertaining 
fuch  ideas.     Spain  could   have  no 
intcreft   in  joining   our  enemies : 
Spain   had  colonies  of    her    own» 
and  would  not  fee  fo   bad   anrCX- 
'  ample  as  to  afford  aid  or  fuccour 
tu  cur  rebellious  colonies  :     Spain 
was   befides  naturally  attached  to 
Great   Britain ;    and    if    it  were 
Dtherwife, ,  fhe  was  not  able  to  ea- 
ter into  a  war.     Even  the  honour* 
iincerity,    and    undoubted  fidelity 
of  the  court  of  Spain,  were  held 
upasfacred  ;  and  the  venturing  to 
call  them  in  qucftion,  by  reafoning 
from  the  eftcd  to  the  caufe,  and 
fhe  wing  her  dcfign   from   her  ap- 
parent preparation,   was    refented 
as  a  high  degree  of  prophanation. 
Such  were  the  language  and  doc- 
trines,  they    faid,  conftantly  held 
out,    and  pe?4ifted    in   to  the  laft 
moment  by    tSe    minifters.     And 
thus   was   parliitment  and  the  na- 
tion kept  in  a  conftant  ftate  of  de- 
lufion,  until  they  were  awakened 

[I]  2  &OBX 


164]     ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1779. 


from  their  dream*  by  the.  fudden 
crafti  of  the  mighty  raia  which 
Was  falling  upon  them.  Thefe 
delnfions  feemed  ever  to  increafe* 
mt  we  approached  to  the  deciiive 
moment  of  their  detedlion*  And 
thoTe  minifters,  who  were  utterly 
incapable  of  governing  the  alFairs 
of  their  own  country  with  pro- 
priety or  fafety*  had  the  matchlefs 
effrontery  of  (etting  themfelves  up 
4U  ftatefmen  and  politicians  for  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  and  of  know- 
ing the  intereils  of  France  and 
Spain  J  better  than  they  did  them- 
ielves. 

Bat  notwithiUnding  the  flrong 
refledtions  and  charges  on  the  con- 
duct of  minifters,  both  Houfes 
were  unanimous  in  their  determi- 
nation, of  fupporting  the  war 
againft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon » 
with  all  the  poweri*  and  all  the 
refources  of  the  nation.  The  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  with  America, 
mnd  the  mode  of  applying  the  un- 
limited means  which  were  to  be 
granted,  affording  the  only  dif- 
ference of  opinion. 

The  addrefs  to  the  throne  in 
mnfwer  to  the  royal  meflage  and 
communication,  which' the  minifler 
moved  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, was  accordingly  unani- 
moufly  agreed  to;  and  conuined 
the  fuUeft  afTurance,  that  they 
would,  with  unibaken  fidelity  and 
rcfolution,  and  with  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  Hand  by  and  fupport  his 
majefty,  in  repelling  all  the  hoftile 
defigns  and  attempts  of  his  ene- 
mies, again  (1  th»  nonour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  lights  and  common 
intereils  of  bis  fubjefts. 

But  as  foon  as  ihe  addrefs  was 
agreed  to.  Lord  John  Cavendifh 
moved  for  apoiher,  to  be  prefented 
mt  the  &me  time»   praybg,   that 


his  majefty  would  give  immediate 
orders,  for  the  coUeding  of  his 
fleets  and  armies  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
exert  the  whole  force  of  this  coun- 
try, againft  the  united  force  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon.  The  fecretary 
at  war  having  then  a(ked,  whether 
the  words  "  'wboU  force ^^^  were 
intended  to  include  the  force  in 
America  ;  and-  being  anfwered  in 
the  affirmative,  he  immediately 
moved  for  an  adjournment. 

It  was  contended  in  fupport  of 
the  Imotioo,  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  fupport  the  American  war^  and 
to  oppofe  France  and  Spain  with 
tSt&,^  or  even  with  fafety.  That 
the  Britifh  dominions  in  Europe 
were  now  at  flake,  which  necef- 
farily  demanded  our  fiiil  care  and 
concern  i  and  that  the  Britifh  force 
fhould  therefore  be  in  Europe,  as 
well  for  their  defence,  as  for  car- 
rying the  dangers  and  calamities  of 
war  home .  to  our  enemies.  That 
could  only  afford  a  rational  hope 
of  curing  their  malice  and  in- 
juAice  ;  and  of  compelling  them 
to  renounce  their  ambitious  and 
iniidious  defigns.  That  to  employ 
the  great  body  of  the  force,  and 
to  exhauil  the  reiburces  of  this 
kingdom  in  North  America^  would 
be  to  play  the  game  cf  France  and 
Spain,  and  to  put  us  in  a  fituation 
Ota  meredefcnfive  war  ;  in  which, 
befides  the  incredible  charge  of 
fupporting  it,  much  was  to  be  loll 
anduotbing  gained. 

On  the  other  fide,  befides  the 
reafons  which  we  have  frequently 
feett  for  not  abandoning  America, 
it  was  principally  oppol'ed,  as  an 
invafioi  of  the  royal  prerogative, 
in  prefcribing  to  the  king  the  mode 
of  conducting  the  war.  That  even, 
cxcluiiveof  Uiat  confiideration,  the 

open 
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preffing  the  flrongeft  reientment 
and  indignation  againft  thofe  mi- 
ni fters,  to  whom  he  diredly  and 
pofitively  charged  all  the  calamicjr 
which  had  fallen  upon  the  Britiih 
empire  ;  and  who,  he  faid,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  were  employed 
in  breaking  down  and  trampling 
upon  the  fences  of  the  conflitutioa 
at  home,  were,  for  the  completioa 
of  the  fame  nefarious  fyilem>  equal- 
ly induftrious  in  fowing  the  feeds 
of  difcord  and  civil  war,  and  of 
fpreadingdiftrefs  and  ruin  through 
all  our  dependencies,  until  they  had 
at  length  expofed  us,  enfeebled  and 
worn  down,  to  the  enmity  apd 
threatened  defiru&ion  of  our  na- 
tural rivals,  and  hereditary  ene- 
mies, moved  a  clau(e  by  way  of 
amendment  to  the  addrefs.  This 
claul'e,  with  the  bittereft  cenfur% 
upon  pad  conduct,  went  to  a  total 
change  of  fyftemand  of  men,  aa 
the  only  means  of  reftoring  con- 
fidence and  union,  and  of  prefer- 
vation  left  for  the  political  exig- 
ence of  this  once  great  empire. 

As  the  Duke  of  Richmond  in- 
tended a  motion,  which  being  left 
pointed^  and  more  general,  was 
hoped  to  meet  with  a  much  greater 
concurrence,  the  noble  earl  was 
intreaced  to  withdraw  or  poftpone 
his  amendment;  he  was»  however, 
inflexible  in  his  determination  of 
abiding  by  his  motion,  if  he  were 
even  fure  of  being  alone  in  its 
fupport.  The  queftion  was  ac- 
cordingly put,  and  the  claufe  re* 
jedled  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  6a  to  aj. 

The  duke,  then»  after  urging 
unaniqiity,  and  (hewing  its  abfoluie 
necefiity  in  the  moft  prefling  terms* 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  fol- 
lowing purpo'rt.-^That  in  a  mo- 
ment, fo  critical    as  that    wMcH, 
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open  council  of  the  nation  was  ex- 
ceedingly ill  calculated  for  fuch 
difcuffions,  and  for  charging  itfelf 
with  the  executive  condud^  of  the 
fiate,  at  any  time ;  but  more  par- 
ticularly in  a  war  of  fo  complicated 
a  nature,  and  in  a  feafon  of  fuch 
critical  emergency  as  the  prefent. 
And  that  at  mod,  whether  the 
council  was  right  or  wrong,  it 
could  only  amount  to  a  recom- 
mendation to  miniders  to  do  their 
duty  ;  to  do  that,  for  the  due  and 
wife  performance  of  which,  the 
conftitution  had  already  made  them 
refponfible.  It  was  added,  that 
fuppoiing  the  meafure  to  be  the 
wifeft  that  could  be  adopted,  and 
fuppofing  it  to  be  even  already 
refolved  on,  it  would  be  extremely 
improper  to  announce  t^e  defign  to 
our  various  enen^es,  and  thereby 
afford  them  an  opportunity  of  pre- 
paring for  and  baling  the  efFed. 

The  motion  of  adjournment  was 
carried  on  a  divifion,  by  a  majo- 
rity of  156  to  80. — Some  mem- 
bers on  both  fides  exprefled  their 
ftrongcft  wiihcs,  that  feme  meafure 
might  be  taken,  in  a  feafon  of  fo 
much  danger,  to  induce  Lord 
Howe  and  Admiral  Keppel  to 
afford  their  fervice*  to  the  public. 
A  noble  vilcount,  in  particular, 
ackajwlcdgcd  that  private  conii- 
derations  were  mixed  with  his 
public,  in  his  concern  on  that  ac- 
GDunt ;  and  that  without  the  fmall- 
M(t  difrcfpeft  to  the  Officers  now 
employed,  he  could  not  avoid 
diioking  it  a  great  addition  to  the 
ffdttixy  of  his  eftates  and  property, 
that  thofe  great  commanders  were 
atdM  head  of  our  Heeis. 
•  ,-•1,  The  addrefs  in  the  Houfe 
•.  "  *  of  Lords  met  with  an  op- 
pofitiea  of  a  different  nature.  A 
K/M^  earl,  af^r  imipediaiely  ei;- 
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doQ  of  the  three  priodpal  objeds 
of  the  amendment,    America,  ire- 
lacd,  and  the  heme  cetecce.     By 
the  hone  defence,   he  meant  our 
naval  force  in   the   European  teas. 
He  was  forr\'  to  tind,  ihu   ihirry- 
one    ihipfs  of  the  line,    comfofed 
the    whole  naval    force  on    which 
this  country  uas  10  rely  at  prefent 
for  proiecHon   and  fafcty.     At  the 
fame  time  that  he  anderilooi,  and 
could  notdocbt  the  aoihority,  that 
the  French    and  Spanidi   fleets  in 
the  European    feas    arooanted    to 
about  double  that  number,  all  now 
fit  for  aduivl   fervice.     But  a   rre- 
(ient  circumiiancc,   which  alarmed 
him  exceedingly,  uas  tfie  authentic 
intelligence  he  had  received,  that 
a  French    fleet,    conlilting    of    28 
(hips  of  the  line,  wih  fcveral  thou- 
fand    land    foices   on    board,    had 
failed  from   Brell  on  the  3d  of  the 
prefent    June,     and    were   at    that 
moment,  if  they  chofe  it,  makers 
of   the   firiiifh   channel.'    On    this 
occafion  he  faii,  that   although  he 
did   not  intend   to  enter  into   any 
retrofpedlivc  matter,    he  could  not 
refrain   from  exprefling  his  utmoft 
ailonilhment  at  the  condud  of  the 
firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ;    whe- 
ther it  were  with  refped  to  the  un- 
pardonable neglcd  of  his  duty,  if 
he  did  not  know  that  the   French 
fleet  were  to  fail  about  that  time, 
or  to  his  diredl  criminality,  if  he 
was  apprized  of  that  event,  in  not 
having  the  grand  fleet  in    timely 
readinefs   to  meet  the   French   at 
their  coming  out    to   fea»   inflead 
of  thus  abandoning  our   commerce 
and  our  coafls  to  their  mercy. 

After  placing,  in  a  very  clear 
point  of  vieWf  the  (late  of  our 
public  affairs  in  every  quarter^  he 
obfervedf  that  the  extent  of  the 
danger,  inftead  of  fiokiag  us  into 

abjea 


'  prefentf  itfelf  to  the  coofider- 
11  of  parliament,  the  010ft 
tmefvH  Ms  country  has  ever  ez- 
perieaced,  it  would  be  deceiving 
Iris  Majefty  and  the  nation,  if,  at 
fWfameunie  that  they  lamented 
tlie  iaul  effed  of  thofe  coimcils, 
which,  by  dividing  and  wading  the 
ftrce  of  the  empire  in  civil  wars, 
bad  thereby  incited  our  natural 
caemies  to  take  advantage  of  our 
weak  and  diflra^led  condition,  they 
were  not  to  reprefent  to  his  ma- 
jefty, that  the  only  mesons  of  re- 
.  fifting  the  powerful  combination 
which  now  threatened  this  country, 
would  be,  by  a  total  change  of  that 
fyftem,  which  had  involved  us  in 
oor  prefent  difficulties  in  America, 
in  Ireland,  and  at  home ;  by  fuch 
sneans,  attended  with  prudent  ce- 
4bnomy,  and  the  due  exertion  of  a 
brave  and  united  people,  they 
trufted  that  his  majefly,  under  the 
afliflance  of  Divine  Providence, 
woold  be  able  to  withftand  all  his 
enemies,  and  to  redore  Great  Bri- 
tain to  its  former  refpedted  and 
happy  (ituation. 

He  fapported  the  motion  with 
his  ufual  ability.  He  faid,  that 
be  would  not  confider  paft  mif- 
carriages ;  he  would  not  refer  to 
any  former  circumflances,  which 
might  tend  to  create  a  diverfity  of 
opinion.  l-Iis  amendment  was 
founded  on  the  broad  bafis  of  pub- 
lic union  and  public  ftrength,  and 
was  intended  to  direfl  the  atten- 
tion of  the  throne  and  of  the  houfe, 
to  the  real,  and  adually  exifting 
circum  (lances  of  the  nation,  and 
'  to  imprefs  the  public  with  a  due 
fenfe  of  their  condition ;  a  full 
knowledge  of  which,  could  only 
infpire  union,  confidenc#,  and  vi- 
gour in  exertion.  He  entered  fully 
and  feparately  into  the  con(idera-> 
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abjeSl  defpondency  and  defpair, 
(hoald  rouze  u)  to  the  utmoft  ex- 
ertions of  our  native  courage,  our 
talents,  and  natural  powers,  with 
the  mod  unlimited  application  of 
our  means,  of  whatever  fort.  It 
was  the  d'Jty  of  *ljUan  to  flruggle 
with  difHcuhies.  an^  to  furmount 
them  by  refofution  and-  adlivity  • 
and  whatever  he  was  bourld  to  bear 
or  perform  in  his  individual  ca- 
pacity, he  was  bound  to  bear  or 
perform  ^s  a  member  of  the  com- 
muniiy.  Every  man,  he  faid,  was 
called  upon  in  the  prefcnt  calami- 
tous and  dangerous  ficuation,  to 
affid  by  hi&  purfe  or  his  perfon. 
Thofe  who  were  qualified  to  fight 
would  fulfil  their  duty  generoufly 
that  way ;  thofe  who  could  pay, 
mud  contribute  to  the  fcrvice  of 
their  country  in  the  manner  they 
were  bell  able.  No  exemption 
could  be  a'dmitted.  It  was  a  fcafon 
of  peculiar  urgency  ;  and  the  means 
of  defence  mull  correfpond  with 
the  fituation.  Thofe  who  were 
bleft  with  afHuence  mufl  contribute 
largely..  When  ihe  fafcty  of  the 
ftate  was  ai  Iiake,  all  reafoning  was 
at  an  end. 

But  it  the  means  were  freely  ad- 
nfiniilercd,  it  was  equally  necef- 
fary  that  they  fliould  be  wifely 
applied,  indeed  the  one  can  never 
be  ajF.-kfded,  to  its  proper  extent, 
any  more  thin  efFcdl,  without  a 
confidence  in  the  other.  To  attain 
that  confidence,  a  total  change  of 
that  fyftcm,  to  which  our  prcfent 
£tuation,  and  all  our  pad  loiTes 
and  misfortunes  were  attributed, 
wai  abfolutely  and  indifpenfibly 
Mceflary.  -Without  that,  nothing 
<OQld  be  done.  Wich  it,  notwi^h* 
landing  the  ^prodigious  combina- 
tion of  pow^r  leagued  for  our  de- 
truQiooy  be  bad  the  fullell   con- 


fidence in  the  fpirit  and  exertion  of 
]Bi  free  and  united  people. 

His  idea  was,  immediately  to 
abandon  -  the  American  war«  at 
Jeaft  for  the  prcfent;  and  to  em- 
ploy the  great  military  force, 
which  was  dviing  worfe  than  no- 
thing there,  again  ft  our  enemies.  \ 
^f  (uch  a  meafure  was  not  th^ 
means  of  recovering  America,  it 
could  not  be  the  caufe  of  loHng  it* 
America  was  already* worfe  than 
loft.  It  was  the  drain  of  our  trea« 
fure,  and  of  our  beft  blood;  it 
was  the  great  caufe  of  divifion  in 
parliament,  and  in  the  nation,  if 
that  unfortunate  war  was  once 
abandoned,  and  with  it  the  fyftem 
which  gave  it  birth,  and  upon 
which  all  the  councils  from  whenc6 
we  derive  our  calamities  were 
founded,  we  (hould  again  fee  nnioH 
at  home,  vigorous  and  fuccefsful 
exertions  abroad;  the  people  agaia 
placing  a  full  and  proper  confi« 
dencc  in  thofe  who  were  entruftcd 
with  the  condudi  of  public  affairs ; 
and,  he  had  not  a  doubt,  that 
Britain,  as  (he  had  often  been 
before,  would  prove  more  than  a 
n?atch  for  the  whole  Houfe  of 
Bourbon.  'He  concluded  by  put* 
ting  in  a  refervation,  that  when 
he  (hould  be  called  upon  to  pledge 
his  life  and  fortune,  fuch  a  pledge, 
on  his  part,  muft  be  met  with  by 
that  fpecies  of  fecurity,  which  ii 
ever  underftood  to  be  the  condition 
of  fo  facred  a  truft.  He  muft 
have  one  grand  teft  of  the  wifdom 
of  future  meafures ;  sjind  that  wgs  - 
an  immediate  change  of  the  ruling 
fyftem. 
.  Some  other  lords  on  the  fame 
fide,  particularly  the  Earl  of  She!-'  . 
burne,  could  not  confine  their  ideai 
to  a  change  of  fyftem  only ;  no 
good,    they   faid,   coold  be  done, 
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without  a  total  change  of  men»  as 
well  as  of  fyftem.  Thofc  phan- 
toms of  minifterfi ;  thofe  thiogs, 
they  /aid,  who  had  been  tricked 
cat  in  that  garb  and  likenefs^ 
merely  for  the  pgrpofes  of  delu- 
iion,  and  who  had  been  epiployed 
as  the  fcrvile  indruments  oi  carry- 
ing that  deilru£live  fyflem  into 
execution,  mult  be  totally  done 
away.  If  there  wa^  a  hope,  they 
faid,  of  eveiF  redoring  this  conntry, 
in  any  degree,  to  its  pridine  feli- 
dty«  the  evil  mud  be  traced  to  its 
very  fource.  The  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  naval  department 
underwent,  upon  this  occafion,  no 
(mM  degree  of  cenfure  and  re- 
proach; and  was  not  only  confi- 
4ered  as  or)e  of  the  principals  in 
that  fydem  which  was  fo  repro- 
bated, but  was  charged  directly, 
and  to  his  face,  with  having  been 
the  means  through  his  ignorance, 
incapacity,  and  official  negle^,  of, 
firft^  inviting  the  French  attack, 
9nd  then  bringing  on  the  Spanidi 
w^r. 

Tha^  noble  ear],  undoubtedly, 
from  a  due  attention  to  th?  prefent 
ftate  of  circumdances,  did  not 
think  fit  to  interrupt  the  public 
bufinefs,  by  entering  irtto  any  de- 
fence or  exculpation  of  his  condudb 
Neither  did  the  lords  immediately 
in  adminidration,  enter  into  any 
fprther  difcuiHon  of  the  arguments 
or  portions  dated  by  the  JDuke  of 
Richmond,  than  what  related 
merely  to  the  withdrawing  of  the 
troops  from  North  America.  That 
mi^aiure,  which  tht^y  confidered  as 
a  total  and  everlading  dereliftion 
of  the  cplonies,  they  oppofed  upon 
the  lame  ground  which  we  have 
feen  taken  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. The  only  new  matter  which 
aopea^ed    upon    this    fubje^,  «vas 


the  information  given  by  a  noble 
vifcount,  now  one  of  the  fecretaries 
of  d^te,  but  lately  Ambadador  at 
the  Court  of  France.  This  was 
a  fa6t  which  came  officially,  at  that 
time,  within  his  knowledge ;  viz. 
that  "  in  one  of  the  private  arti- 
*'  cles  of  the  treaty,  figned  in  Fcr 
*'  bruary,  1778,  between  France 
'^  and  the  Congrefs  delegates,  it  is 
*^*  fpecially  provided,  that  the  co-  • 
*'  lonies  and  France  fhall  never 
**  agree  to  any  terms,  until  the 
**  former  are  acknowledged  inde* 
•*  pendent  by  Great  Britain."— r 
This  fecret  article  he  faid  afforded 
the  ground  of  his  difTent,  to  any 
:  propo(ition  for  withdrawing  the 
troops,  as  it  was  evident  from 
ther.ce,  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  America  to  treat  upon 
any  terms  ihort  of  independence ; 
and  fuch  a  meafure  could  therefore 
produce  no  effe^  in  conciliating 
the  colonies,  or  in  difTolving  the 
combination. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond's  pro- 
pofed  amendment  w^silrejeded,  upon 
a  dlvidon,  by  a  majority  of  57  to 
32  lords. 

Thisrejeftion  brought  out  a  long 
and  argumentative  proted,  figned 
by  twenty  peers,  being  in  efFedl 
the  ipbdance  of  the  debate,  and 
concluding  with  a  complaint,  of 
the  prefent  fullen  and  unfatisfac- 
tory  filence  of  the  miniiters,  wich 
refpedl  to feveral  fpccific  enquiries; 
and  declaring,  that  atter  doine 
their  utmod  to  awaken  the  Houfe 
to  a  better  fenfc  of  things,  they 
take  that  method  of  clearing  them- 
felves  from  the  confequences  which 
mud  refult  from  the  continuance  of 
fuch  meafures. 

The  fird  and  great  meafure  of 
national  defence,  adopted  and  pur- 
fu^d  by  the  miniderjf  in  of  pofuioi) 
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to  the  confeqaences  of  that  dan- 
lunc  21ft  8^^°*^'  combination,  now 
^  'iri\    openly  avowed   by 

the  court  of  Spain,  was  a  propofal 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for 
increafing  the  militia  to  fuch  a 
degree  as  (hould  double  its  prefent 
number.  Although  the  oppoiition 
coniidered  the  meafure  as  prpbabiy 
impradicable,  and  even  dangerous^- 
from  the  appreheniions  they  had 
of  its  being  violently  oppofed  by 
the  people  at  large ;  and  that  along 
with  feveral  other  caufes  of  ob- 
jedion,  they  faw  it  would  go  in 
its  effe&,  to  the  annihiliation  of  the 
regular  or  landing  army,  in  cut- 
ting off  its  ufual  and  only  means 
of  (upply  from  the  recruiting  fer- 
vice;  yet,  they  faid,  that  in  a 
feafon  of  fuch  imminent  public 
danger,  they  could  not  oppofe  any 
fcheme,  which  carried  a  rational 
appearance  of  conducing  to  the 
public  fecuriiy.  They  would  only 
ui'e  their  endeavours  to  corredt  and 
improve,  but  they  would  by  no 
means  obdruft,  any  propofals  of 
that  n'ature*  But  although  they  fo 
tar  concurred,  they  were  not  at  all 
fatisfied  that  the  meafure  was  well 
or  wifely  chofen ;  nor  could  they 
think  any  fyftcm  of  warfare,  which 
went  merely  to  the  dcfenfive,  as 
that  did,  could  be  productive  of 
honour  or  advantage  to  the  nation. 
They  thought  the  railing  of  new 
regiments  would  be  infinitely  bet- 
ter ;  and  they  feverely  reprehended 
the  miniders  for  the  continuance 
of  that  wretched  fyftem  of  policy, 
liduch  had  hitherto  led  them  to  re^ 
jeSt  with  indifference,  and  even 
with  contempt,  the  liberal  and  pa- 
triotic ofiers  made  by  feveral  of  the 
peert  inoppofition,  for  immediately 
ni&af  rpgiroen(s  at  their  private 


expence  for  the  defence  of  their 
country.  But  that  narrow  predi* 
ledioK  in  favour  of  men  of  a  cer* 
tain  defcription,  and  particularly 
of  the  northern  part  of  the  i(Iand» 
was  (kill,  they  faid,  predominant* 
and  would  continue  while  there 
was  any  thing  left  to  beftow,  or  to 
lofe ;  and  thus  the  Duke  of  Rut« 
land,  the  Earl  of  Derby,  and  others 
of  theolde(b£ngli(h  nobility,  and 
fupporters  of  the  throne  and  conftU 
tution,  met  with  indifference  or 
infult,  in  their  generous  offers  for 
the  defence  and  protedion  of  their 
country.  It  was  bitterly  obferved^ 
on  this  occafion,  that  all  the  ge* 
nerous  and  difintereiied  offers  for 
the  fervice  and  prefer vation  of 
their  country,  in  this  feafon  of  the 
greateft  peril  which  (he  had  ever 
,  known,  came  from  thole  only,  who 
were  called  the  leaden  or  partizans 
of  fa^ion,  and  who  were  conftantljr 
reprefented  as  enemies  to  govern- 
ment ;  whim  not  one  of  thofe 
who  had  grown  rich  in  her  fpoUti, 
or  great  in  her  ruin,  neither  mini- 
llers,  contradlors,  court  favourites, 
or  king's  friends ^  had  offered  to. 
raifeafingle  man,  or  to  expend  a 
(hilling  in  her  defence« 

The  miniiler  feemed  rather  un- 
determined and  irrefolute  about  his 
bill,  which  he  acknowledged  to  be 
merely  an  expedient.  He  xalled 
on  all  fides  for  alliance;  and  ai 
there  was  an  end  of  all  particular 
party  in  this  refpedi,  the  Houie 
was  divided  into  as  many  parties 
as  individuals,  each  propofing  to 
add  or  fubtraft  fomething.  The 
£rll  idea  was,  that  government 
(hould  be  enabled  to  add  31,500 
men  to  the  militia,  or,  in  otiier 
words,  that  it  (hould  be.  augmented 
to  double  its  prefent  number  ;   ihf 

matter 
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natter  beiag  ftill  kfl  open  and  dii^ 
cretional,  at  the  option  of  govern- 
ment >  whether  any,  and  how  far 
tue  augmeotation  (hould  take  place. 
Among  a  muUitude  of  particular 
opinions,  three  .feemed  more  pre- 
valent and  general.  One,  for 
adopting  the  propofal  as  it  ori- 
ginally flood;  the  fecond,  for  a^ 
mixed  fcheme,  which,  with  a  fmal- 
Jer  aagmentation  of  the  militia, 
propdifed  the  railing  of  diflindi  vo. 
Innteer  corpi,  and  the  third,  were 
againQt  any  augmentation  of  the 
miittia»and  would  truft  to  the  call- 
ing oat  »ad  arming  of  the  coun- 
try  in  cafe  of  neceflit/,  and  to  the 
fpirit  and  patriotifm  of  the  nobilicy 
and  gentry  in  raifmg  forces,  ac- 
cording to  the  offers  which  had 
been  alreadv  made.  Among  the 
variety  of  ameadmentt  ppopai'ed, 
that  by  Lord  Beauchamp,  was  the 
only  one  of  any  confequence  that 
was  carried  through.  That  was  a 
claufe  for  the  railing  of  volunieer 
companies,  which  were  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  m-'litia  regiments  of 
the  county  or  diftridt  to  which  they 
belonged  ;  jind  for  ibis  purpofe, 
the  lord-lieutenants  of  counties, 
were  empowered  to  grant  com- 
sniflions  to  pfficers,  as  high  as  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  men  they 
were  able  to  procure. 

J  The  committee  having 
^^  *  fat  till  pall  midnight  up  n 
this  bill,  the  Houfe  was  no  focner 
refumed,  than  ihey  were  furprized 
by  the  introdudion  of  a  bill  of 
another  nature,  by  the  firft  law 
officer  of  the  crown.  The  ^nirpofe 
of  this  bill  was,  to  take  away,  for 
a  limited  time,  the  legal  exemp- 
tions from  being  prefTed  to  ferve 
on  bo^rd  the  aaty,   \ybich  feveral 


deforiptions  of  men  and  of  appren« 
tices,  appertaining  to  the  lea,  or 
fome  degree  to  maritime  affairs, 
had. hitherto  enjoyed;  and  alfo  for 
fufpeoding  the  right  of  fuing  out 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus ^  for  fuch 
brcr^hes  of  thofe  exemptions,  as 
had  already  taken  place  from  the 
17th  of  that  month,  or  as  might 
flill  take  place,  before  the  final  ra- 
tification of  the  bill. 

It  can  fcarcely  be  imagined,, 
jiowcver  the  neccffiiy  of  the  time 
induced  an  acquiefcence,  that  a 
meafure  of  that  nature  could  havfe 
paffed  without  ccnfure,  and  with- 
out much  and  warm  difcuiTion. 
The  manner  of  bringing  it  for- 
ward, at  fo  late  an  hour,  and  in  a 
very  thin  houfe,  already  fatigued 
and  worn  down,  by  fitting  fo  many 
hours  to  bufinefs^,  was  eveo  more 
reprobated  than  the  meafure.  In 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  was 
likened  to  every  thii>g  that  wai 
n»oft' odious.  Ihf  oppofition  like- 
wife  condemned  the  meafure  itfelf, 
upon  many  accounfs ;  but  more 
particularly,  for  its  being  a  breach 
of  that  public  faith  betvveen  the 
legifldture  and  the  people,  which 
ftiould  ever  be  held  facred. 

The  learned  mover  juflificd  thofe 
circumftances  which  v^ere  fo  fe- 
verely  condemned,  by  acknowledg- 
ing that  they  had  been  dcfigncd 
and  chofen,  lor  the  purpoles  of 
fecrccy  and  difpatch  ;  and  to  pre- 
vent the  cffedl  of  the  bill  from  be- 
ing  defeated,  by  the  knowledge  of 
its  dt  fign,  which  the  public  prinit 
would  have'  fpread  through  the 
whole  nation.  -He  julhfied  the 
meafure  itfelf  upon  the  ground  of 
that  neceflity  from  which  it  ori- 
ginated ;  and  obferved,  with  his 
qAi4l  acuceneisy'  that  he  could  not 
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avoid  being  aftoniftied  at  the  horror 
which  was  now  exprefTed  with  rc- 
fpe£l  to  coropuliion,  when  they 
were  but  newly  rifen  from  a  com- 
mit cee  wherein  they  had  been  for 
ten  boars  engaged  in  framing  a 
compuliive  law,  whereby  arms 
would  be  fbrced  into  the  hands  of 
30.000  mv-'n,  whether  they  liked 
them  or  not. 

The  oppofition  totally  denied  the 
juftnefs  of  the  obfervation  ;  as  the 
one  caie,  though  exceedingly  hard, 
wa^  clear  from  any  injuftice,  whilft 
the  oihtr,  with  equal  hardfhip, 
carried  the  moil  manifcft  injullice. 
They  lamented  the  fate  of  their 
country,  which,  being  cxpofed  to 
the  molt  imminent  dant;er  from 
without,  h<id,  at  the  iame  time, 
its  conititution  torn  to  pieces  with- 
in ;  and  all  thofe  mod  valuable 
parts  of  it,  which  had  hitherto  ex- 
cited the  admiration  or  envy  of. 
Inankind,  were  now  doing  away  in 
the  grofs,  or  mangled  and  perifhing 
in  the  detail. 

In  fad  it  is  much  to  be  doubted, 
whether  there  was  any  advantage 
to  be  obtained  by  this  bill,  which 
could  fairly  warrant  fome  of  the 
flronger  parts  of  it.  The  urgency 
of  the  time,  however,  prevailed 
over  every  other  confideraiion,  and 
the  indemnity  bill  (as  it  was  called 
ftoms  its  retrofpcdlive  cfFedt)  was 
read  twice  on  that  night,  andcom- 
nicted  for  the  following,  or  rather 
the  (iame  day.  And  on  that  day, 
after  a  good  deal  of  debate,  both 
the  indemnity  and  militia  bills, 
were  carried  through  all  the  forms 
aadTpafled. 

*  Both  the  bills  .were  combated 
«nth  great  vigour  and  ability  in 
the  other  Houfe,  by  the  Marquis 
$f  I(ockiii^hafli»  and  foiiie  other 


of  the  lords  io  oppofitioti.  It  was, 
however,  to  the  furprife  of  all  par* 
ties  and  people,  that  the  militia 
bill  was  found  not  to  meet  with 
that  favour  from  the  lord  prefident 
of  the  council,  and  feveral  othe^ 
lords  on  that  fide,  which  was,  and 
with  good  reafon,  expelled  from  a 
confi deration  of  its  author.  The 
indemnity  bill  was  more  fbrtanate^ 
and  after  feveral  propofed  amend- 
ments, which  were  rejeded,  and 
one,  in  favour  of  colliers,  whidi 
proved  efFedive,  it  was  at  length 
carried,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma* 
joriiy  of  /i  to  20  lords. 

A  former  divifion  had  takea 
place  upon  a  qaeftion  of  re-com« 
mitment,  which  was  loft,  by  a  ma* 
jority  of  50  to  24.  — Fourteea 
peers  entered  a  protefl  relative  to 
that  quedion  ;  and  another  wu  en- 
tered upon  the  lail,  which  wat 
figned  only  by  fourteen  lords. 

In  the  mean  time,  various  pro« 
pofals  of  amendment,  modification* 
and  fubllitution,  were  made  with 
rcfpcdt  to  the  militia  bill.  The 
Duke  of  Richmond's  knowledge 
in  military  affairs,  fupported  bf 
his  uncommon  abilities,  gave  him 
a  fuperiority  on  this  fubjed^,  which 
he  difplayed  with  great  effedt^ 
Some  of  the  court  lords  even  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  objediont 
and  arguments,  on  that  fide,  were 
fo  ftrong,  that  they  could  not  be 
anfwered.  Nor  were  the  lord-lieu- 
tenants of  counties,  in  general*  at 
all  fatisfied  with  the  bill. 

In    ^his    ftate   of      «  1. 

things,  the  quefUon  J""*  30lh. 
being  at  length  put,  whether  the 
claufe,  empowering  his  Majefty  to 
order  the  militia  to  be  augmented 
to  double  its  prefent  number,  ftand 
part  of  the  bill*  it  was  carried  in 

the 
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the  negative*  by  a  majority  of  39 
to  22. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  the  lord 
pre£dent  of  the  council,  and  both 
the  fecretariesof  ftate,  voted  aeainft 
the  compulfory  principle  of  this 
bill.  The  divifion  wa«  fingular, 
IB  placing  22  lords  on  the  one  fide, 
and  the  whole  oppofition  on  the 
other,  in  fituations  .  which  ^  they 
rarely  experienced  on  either.  Two 
of  the  right  reverend  bench>  un- 
doubtedly through  their  ignorance 
10  military  affairs,  were  furprized 
into  a  minority  on  this  occafion. 

Thus  difembowelled  of  all  its 
original  fubftance,  the  ikeleton  of 
the  militia  bill  was  returned  to  the 
Commons,  with  nothing  of  efficacy 
remaining,  except  the  (olitary  fup- 

SlenientaT  claufe  add^d  by  Lord 
eauchamp  for  the  raifing  of  vo- 
lunteer companies.  And  thus  the 
miniller  was  expofed  to  the  bitter 
taupts  of  the  oppofition,  who  ob- 
ferved,  that  that  fpirit  of  difunion 
and  difcord,  which  ad  mini  ft  ration 
had  fo  induilrioafly  and  fuccefsfully 
fpread,  through  every  department 
<»  the  (lace,  whether  civil  or  mili- 
tary, and  through  every  part  of  the 
empire,  had  now  feized  the  cabi- 
net, and  was  equally  vifible  among 
themfelves.  The  miniller  could 
not  conceal  his  chagrin,  nor  refrain 
from  complaining  of  the  condud 
of  his  colleagues  in  the  other 
Houfe. 

A  new  queftion  nowarofe,  which 
brought  out  confide rable  debate. 
For  the  militia  bill  being  confiJered 
by  {^veral,  as  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes  a  money  bill,  they  infift- 
ed,  that  no  amendment  of  the  Lords 
could  be  admitted,  without  a  fur- 
render  of  their  own  mod  valuable 
and  peculiar^  privilege;   and  (hat. 


therefore,  the  bill  mufl  be  totally 
rejeded.  The  miniller  was,  how- 
ever,  fo  eager,  that  fomething 
Ibould  be  done,  that  might  at  leaft 
carry  an  appearance  of  looking  to- 
wards the  public  defence  and  fe- 
curity,  ^at  it  was  determined,  in 
the  prefent  indance,  to  overlook 
the  point  of  privilege.  Ingenious 
arguments  were  accordingly  ufed, 
and  nice  lines  of  diftindlion  drawn, 
to  (hew  that  the  prefent  was  not 
properly  a  money  bill  ;  and  tbefe 
were  combated,  and  attempted  to 
be  difproved,  with  equal  inge- 
nuity. The  bill  was,  however, 
carried  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majo- 
rity of  63  to  45. 

As  the  repeated  attempts  of  the 
oppcfition  in  both  Houfes,  for  ob- 
taining an  addrefs  to  prevent  the 
prorogation  of  parliament,  had 
failed  of  fuccefs,  that  event  now 
took  place.  In  the  fpeech  .  .  . 
from  the  throne,  the  J"  ^  ^  • 
moil  cordial  thanks  were  returned, 
for  the  many  great  and  effential 
fervices  they  had  rendered  to  his 
Majefly  and  their  country,  during 
the  courfe  of  their  long  attendance 
in  Parliament.  Entire  approbation 
was  expreflcd,  to  the  zeal  which 
they  had  manifeded  in  the  fupport 
of  the  juft  and  neceilary  war,  in 
which  he  was  engaged,  and  of  the 
attention  which  they  had  paid  to 
the  ilate  of  Ireland.  It  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  events  of  vvar  had 
afforded  the  court  of  France  no 
reafon  to  triumph  on  the  conlc- 
quences  of  their  injuilice  and 
breach  of  public  faith ;  and  ic 
was  truded,  that  by  fpirired  and 
profperou*  exertions,  that  ambi- 
tions power  might  be  brought  to 
wi(h  that  they  had  not,  without 
provocation  or  caufe  of  complaint^ 
iprultc4 
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infulted  the  honour  and  invaded 
the  rights  of  the  crown.  With  re- 
fped  to  Spain,  whatever  coloar 
might  be  attempted  to  be  pat  upon 
the  nnjuft  proceeding  of  that 
courr.  his  Majefly  was  confcious 
that  he  had  nothing  to  reproach 
himfelf  !»-ith  ;  the  warmed  acknow- 
ledgments were  made,  for  thofe 
clear  demon ftrations  of  loyalty  and 
affeflion  to  his  perfon  and  govern- 
ment, which  parliament  had  ihewn 
upon  that  occafion ;  and  it  was 
considered  as  a  happy  omen  to  the 
fuccefs  of  his  arms,  that  the  in- 
creafe  of  difficulties,  ferved  only  to 
augment  the  courage  and  conilancy 
of  the  nation.  The  additional  bur- 
thens on  the  people  were  fincerely 
regretted.     And  it  was  faid,  that 


fufficient  thanks  could  not  be  paid 
to  the  Commons  for  the  confidence 
they  had  repofed  in  him,  and  for 
the  chearfulnefs  and  public  fpirit» 
with  which  the  laree  fopplies  for 
the  current  year  had  been  granted* 
It  was  impoflible  to  fpeak  of  the 
continuance  of  the  rebellion  ia 
North  America  without  the  deepeft 
concern  ;  but  they  had  given  (the 
Crown  and  Parliament)  fuch  un- 
queftionable  proofs  of  their  fincere 
difpofition  to  put  an  end  to  thofe 
troubles,  that  it  was  (HU  hoped, 
that  the  malignant  defigns  of  the 
enemies  of  Great- Britain,  coald 
not  long  prevail  againft  the  evi- 
dent intereft  of  thofe  unhappy 
provinces* 


vf  H  A  P. 
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C    H    A    p.     I3L 

'Mf/HUriiS  SM  ihi  Safi  Mia.    8iM*fgh  iitwan  Sir  EiivarJ  Vtnun  ami 

M*  di  Tr»nJ$Uj.  FriMch  Jfmadr^m  aiatufon  tbi  coufi  rf  CwomamdeU 
•  ^kf  rf  Fomdichtrry.  GaUant  defema  bj  M.  de  BilUcombe.  Capitu- 
:  'iaikk*  Sii^t  pf  iffdirs  im  Gurgia  and  the  Carolina* s.  Lcyalifts  di» 
^ .  /mud  im  North  Carolina,  jinurican  Gineral,  Lincoln,  arri*ua  in  Sonth 
\\Sdr9lma  t0  ofpofi.  Major  Gemr^l  Pro^vofi.  Rehols  difeatid  at  Briar 
.    Ctmkp    GtntralPnvofi  paffkt  the  Seiwannab,  and  penetrates  Hnto  Sonth 

CaroUwa  %  eulvances  to  Charles  Town ;  retires.  Asion  at  Stono  Perry. 
.     Gimral  Prevoft  takes  pojp^on  of  the  ifland^of  Port  Royci.     Expedition 

fiaem  New  Tork  to  Ch^apeak  Bay,  wuUr  the  condud  of  Sir  George  Col- 
.  /&|r  0itd  Major  General  Matthevs.  Great  damage  done  to  the  Americans 
,    ihi  the  nefghhonrhood  of  Hampton  and  Nwfolk.    Expedition  np  the  North 

MiviTi  Ston^  Point  and  rerp/ankstahen.  Expedition  to  ConneSicut, 
>    mndir  Sifr  George  CeUiSr,   and  Governor  Tryon.    Snrprize  of  Stoney 

Point  h  General  Waym.    Recovery  of  that  pojt.    Attack  npon  Panlus 

Meok.  Lientenant  Colonel  Maclane  befieged  by  an  armed  force  firom  Bofton. 

tbdieved  ly  Sir  George  Collier,  who  defiroys  the  whole  rebel  mariMe  in 

the  PemebfcH. 


IT  hu  happened  iiDfbrtonately 
for*  the  repore  of  a  great  pare 
of  mankind,  that  while'  the  ai&ive 
■lU  entepprizing  fpirir  of  the  £a- 
lopeans  hat  extended  their  com- 
■lerce  and  intercoorfe  to  the  moft 
diftant  parts  of  the  world,  their 
coutontiont    hive   kept   an  equal 

Cce  with  their  difcoveriet,  and 
ve  been  either  difleminated  a- 
mongfty'or  in  fome  degree  affeded 
the  remoteft  natbni ;  experience 
thereby  overthrowing  all  that  fyf- 
tem  of  general  benefit,  which  a* 
IJNecalative  philofophy  might  o^r- 

'  wife  have  hoped,  from  a  free  and 
cafy  communication  between  all 
the  difPerent  communities  of  men. 
Soch  indeed  is  the  natore  of  man, 
that  it  may  be  a  queftion  of  no 

'  finall  doubt,  whether  the  profcrip- 
tive  laws  or  policy  of  China  and 
Japan  againft  the  admiffion  of  fo- 
reif  nersj  are  not  founded  in  true 
wiuom;  and  however  ^ttal  thc^ 


may  be  to  the  progrefs  of  fcience, 
of  arts,  and  of  general  know- 
ledge, whether  they  do  not  lay  a 
fairer  and  more  permanent  foun* 
dation  of  public  fecnrity  and  pri- 
vate happinefs,  than  more  liberal 
inftitutions.  It  is  at  any  rate 
clear,  that  the  adoption  of  this 
policy,  would  have  faved  many 
great  nations  from  nnexpedled 
ruin,  and  from  general  defola- 
tion. 

Whilft  the  eflfeSs  of  the  conteft 
b^ween  France  and  England, 
were  gradually  fpreading  thro'  dif- 
ferent paru  of  the  old  and  of  the 
new  weftern  world,  its  rage  was 
fpeedily  communicated,  and  nn- 
expededly  broke  out,  in  the  re- 
mote regions  of  the  eaft;  in  a 
quarter  of  the  globe,  naturally 
and  originally  apperuining  to 
the.moft  peaceable,  as  well  as  to 
the  moft  unmixed  and  primitive 
race  of  mankind ;  a  race  more  mb- 
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lK>rrent  -of  bloofT  and  cruelty  thaa 
any  other. 

It  Teems  that  the  Englifli  Eail 
India  company^  well  feeing  the 
confequenccs  which  the  French 
treaties  with  Ameri(fa,  and  the 
delivery  of  the  refcript  at  the  court 
of  London,  muft  neceflfarily  pro- 
duce, did  not  think  it  fitting  to  re- 
gulate their  policy,  by  that  tetnpo- 
rizing  fyflem  of  condud,  which 
apparently  took  place  between  the 
principals.  They  faw  that  fern* 
blance  of  peace  could  not  long  be 
preferved;'  and  that  no  interme- 
diate Aate,  however  coloured  or 
difguifed,  could  be  kept  long  free 
from  all  the  copAquences  of  war; 
and  they  well  judged,  that  iong 
before  any  account  of  their  pro- 
ceedings  in  the  eail  c.uld  be  re- 
ceived in  Europe,  thcfe  confe- 
quences  would  take  fuch  cfFcdl,  as 
to  afford  a  fufiicient  cover  and  lanc- 
tioQ  to  their  meafures. 

The  company  had  not  forgot- 
ten, the  imminent  dagger  to 
tvhich  her  fettlemencs,  and  in. 
deed  her  ejciftence  in  India,  had 
only  .a  few  years  ago  been  cx- 
pofed  ;  when,  in  a  feafon  of  pro- 
found peace,  France  had  clan- 
dedinely  conveyed  fo  great  a  mi- 
litary force  to  ihe  iflands  of  Mau- 
ritius and  Bourbon,  that  ihe 
feemed  to  owe  her  deliverance 
more  to  fortune  or  accident,  than 
to  any  timely  knowledge  (lie  had 
c£  the  defign.  Such  a  force  might 
fcon  again  be  formed  in  thofe 
iflaDdi,  with  the  fume  privacy  as 
btfyre;  and  from  tht  fliortaeis  of 
the  paflase  to  Pondicherry,  might 
'  drq>  to  i^ddenly  and  unexpedledly 
spoo  the  ground  of  adion,  chat 
MtUng  could  be  hoped  to  refill 
JtUjprogreA. 
.  Under  fime  or  all  of  ihefe  coa- 


fideraiions,  the  company  deter* 
mined  not  to  hazard  the  fecurity 
of  their  invaluable  pofleflion8«  by 
paying  too  great  an  attention  to 
formalities,  which  carry  no  far* 
ther  value,  than  lyhat  their  im- 
mediate interefl  induces  the  re- 
fpedive  parties  to  affix  upon  them, 
A  bold  and  decifire  meafure,  for 
the  final  reduAion  of  the  French 
power  in  India,  wai  accordingly 
refolvcd  immediately  upon,  or 
very  f(X)n  after  the  delivery  of  the 
French  refcript;  and  the  bufineft  • 
was  condudled  with  fuch  laudable, 
but,  for  fuch  a  body,  unufuaf  fe« 
crecy,  that  the  fmallefl  idea  of  the 
defign,  until  the  effc6i  was  pub- 
licly  difclofed  by  the  accounts  from 
India,  did  not  tranfpire^  even  ia 
this  country. 

The  company  had  alfo  the  for* 
tune,  that  the  indrndlions  were 
conveyed  with  unufnal  expedition 
to  Madrafs ;  and  preparations  were 
accordingly  immediately  made  for 
undertaking  the  fiege  of  Pondi- 
cherry. Major  General  Monroe, 
who  now  commanded  the  com- 
pany's troops  on  the  coailofCo- 
romandel,  had  a/Tembled  part  of 
the  force  deAined  for  .  ^  , 
the  fiege,.  on  a  fpot  of  Aug.Sih. 
ground  called  the  Red  '77«- 
Hill,  within  four  ipiles  of  that 
city,  pretty  early  in  the  month  of 
Augutl.  It  was  not»  however, 
until  the  2 id  of  that  month,  that 
they  were  in  fufficient  itrength  to 
inveH  that  fortrefs  clofely.  On 
that-  day  the  troops  advanced  b 
near  as  to  take  pofTeflion  of  the 
bound  hedge,  fa  planted  fence». 
which  at  fome  diftance  forrounded 
all  the  works)  within  cannot  ihot 
of  the  fortifications,  by  which  all 
communication  with  the  country 
was  entirely  cat  off.  Some  farther 
t  impe- 


176]      ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1779. 


impediments^  poffibly  arifing  from 
tiie  climate^  and  from  the  difficulty 
of  finding  means  for  the  conve^- 
Ance  of  the  artillery  and  flores,  ftiU 
retarded  the  progrefs  of  the  works, 
mtil  the  6th  and  7th  of  September > 
On  which  days  the  beliegers  were 
enabled  to  break  ground  both  on 
the  north  and  the  fouth  fides  of 
the  town,  under  a  determination  of 
carrying  on  both  attacks  at  the 
iame  time. 

Previous  to  thefe  operations  by 
land.  Sir  Edward  Vernon,  who 
commanded  the  fmall  Britifh  na- 
iral  force  in  thofe  feas,  failed  from 
Madrafs  at  the  end  of  July  to  block 
up  Pondicberry.  His  iquadron  con- 
fifted  of  the  Rippon  of  60  guns,  the 
Coventry  of  28,  the  Sea  Horfe  of 
20,  the  Cormorant  floop,  and  the 
ViJentine  Eaft  Indiaman.  He  had 
Icarcely  arrived  on  his  ftation,  when 
lie  obtained  fight  of  the  French 
iqnadron  under  M.  de  TronjoUy, 
ConfiRing  of  the  Brillante  of  64 
gnns,  the  Pourvoyeufe  of  36  eigh- 
teen pounders,  the  Sartine  of  32 
guns,  and  two  French  India  (hips 
.  armed  for  war. 
J.  .         A    very   clofe    and 

^"g*'0  •  warm  engagement  cn- 
faed,  which  1  ailed  above  two 
hours,  when  the  French  thought 
fit  to  quit  the  aflion.  The  £ng- 
li(h  (hips  had  fafFered  alfo  tco 
much,  to  continue  long  after  in 
the  fame  (ituation  ;  but  were  pre> 
paring  during  the  night,  for  the 
fcrvicc  which  ^hey  expected  in  the 
morning.  The  French  had,  how- 
ever, fo  much  the  worft  in  this  ac- 
tion, that  they  were  in  no  difpoii 
tion  at  all  for  its  renewal,  ahd 
were  accordingly,  at  day-break, 
totally  out  of  fight.  It  appeared 
after,  that  they  had  got  into  Pon- 
dicberry that  night  10  refit ;  whilfi. 


from  the  contrary  winds,  and  i' 
northern  current.  Sir  Edward  was 
not  able  to  recover  his  fiation  un- 
til the  20th  of  the  month,  at  mid- 
night. Tn  this  time  he  had  been 
joined  by  the  Belborough  India- 
man,  which  fuppiied  the  place  of 
the  Valentine,  then  on  her  way  to 
Europe.  Early  in  the  morning,  a 
French  veiFel  from  Europe  and  the 
Mauritius,  fell  in  among  the  Bri- 
ti(h  fliips,  and  was  taken.  At  the 
fame  time,  they  could  perceive  the 
French  fquadron,  under  an  eafy 
fail,  (landing  out  of  PgnYiicherry 
road.  A^n  immediate  engagement 
was  now  expeded  and  prepared 
for,  and  nothing  was  left  undone 
by  the  commodore,  in  order  to 
clofe,  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  with 
the  enemy  ;  but  the  alternate  fai- 
lure, and  contrary  dire£lion  of  the 
winds,  rendered  all  his  efforts  in- 
efi*e£tual.  As  the  French  com- 
mander had,  however,  as  great  and  . 
interefting  an  objefl  in  view,  in 
keeping  the  town  free  by  fea,  as  • 
Sir  Edward  could  have  in  (hutting 
up  the  port,  he  made  no  doubt  that 
the  adion  would  take  place  on  the 
following  morning  as  a  matter  of 
courfe,  and  on  the  fide  of  the  ene- 
my, in  a  great  meafure  of  necef- 
fity. 

Under  this  perfuafion,  he  (lood 
in  for  Pond i cherry  road  at  the  ap- 
proach of  night,  where  he  caft  an- 
chor, expeding  the  enemy  would 
have  done  the  fame ;  more  efpe- 
cially,  as  their  motions  during  the 
day,  had  not  indicated  any  defign 
of  avoiding  an  engagement.  The 
French  commander,  however,  feems 
to  have  confulted  more  the  prefer- 
vation  of  his  (hips,  than  that  of 
the  town.  He  accordingly,  taking 
advantage  of  the  night,  aban- 
doned  rondicherry,    and  a    ^ar* 

rifon 
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IRfoii  which  deferved  better  for- 
tune* to  their  fate;  and  was  fo 
expeditious  in  his  means  of  efcapi^, 
that  die  French  fquadron  were;  to- 
tally out  of  fight  in  the  morning; 
nor  were  they  at  any  time  after 
fcen  or  heard  of  on  the  coaft.  In 
three  days  after,  the  Sartine  fri- 
eate,  which  had  loft  company  with 
ne  fquadron  on  the  night  of  die 
late  adion*  being  ignorant  of  the 
prefent  change  of  circumftances» 
had  advanced  To  far  in  her  way  to 

Set  into  Pondicherry,  that  when 
le  difcovered  her  midake  it  was 
too  late  to  be  remedied,  and  fhe 
was  accordingly  taken  by  the  Bri- 
tiih  frigates.  Thus  was  Pondi- 
cherry  as  clofely  blocked  up  by  fea 
as  by  land. 

This  fuccefs  of  Sir  Edward  Ver- 
non  ferved  greatly  to  facilitate  the 
operations  of  the  befiegers,  and 
might  have  feemed  fumcient,  to 
have  fpread  univerfal  difmay  and 
defpondency  among  the  befieged. 

c  Qrk        ^^^  batteries  were 

Dept.  i»in.  ^^^^^  ^^j^j.  ^^^  p^^_ 

erful  (ire  of  28  pieces  of  heavy 
artillery,  and  27  mortars.  Not- 
wichibnding  the  difmantled  ftate 
in  which  Pondicherry  had  been  re- 
ftored  to  the  French  at  the  con- 
dufion  of  the  late  war,  the  for- 
tifications feem  to  have  been  in 
Ho  contemptible  condidon  at  this 
dme;  or  if  they  were  otherwife* 
the  deficiency  of  ilrength  was  am* 
tif  fopplied  by  the  gallantry  of 
If.  de  Bellecombe,  (who  was  both 
governor  of  the  town,  and  general 
^ommnndint  of  all  the  French 
fettlements  in  the  Indies)  and  the 
'tdblotiim  of  his  brave  garrifon; 
Ifho^  nearly  cut  off  as  they  were 
;Aem  eteiy  hope  of  fuccour,  per- 
-fMred  to  the  laft  extremity  m  a 
•  #iliiritiiied  and  noble  defence. 
^-fn.  XXII. 


The  artillery  of  the  befiegerl» 
however,  foon  gained  an  evident 
fui>eriority,  and  they  were  inde- 
fadgable  in  carrying  on  their  ap- 
proaches; bnt  the  alertnefs  and 
obftinate  defence  of  the  garrifon* 
rendered  can^ion  a  matter  of  ne- 
ceflity;  and  together  with  the  vio- 
lent rains  that  then  frequently  fell» 
coald  not  fail  of  confiderably  re- 
tarding their  works.  Notwith- 
fianding  thefe  impediments,  mat- 
ters were  fo  far  advanced  towards 
the  middle  of  Oflober,  as  to  ren- 
der an  attack  on  the  body  of  the 
place  practicable.  By  that  time* 
the  befiegers  had,  on  the  fbuth 
fide,  pained  a  gallery  into  the 
ditch  of  the  town,  made  a  prac- 
ticable breach  in  the  baftion,  called 
L'Hofpital,  deftroyed  the  faces  of 
the  adjacent  bafHons,  and  prepared 
a  bridge  of  boats  for  paffing  the 
ditch.  Nor  was  the  attack  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  town  in  much 
lefs  forwardnefs.  The  befiegers 
had  there  alfo  deftroyed  the  face 
of  the  oppofite  baftion,  and  had 
conftrudted  a  float  for  paffing  the 
ditch,  which  they  were  to  bring 
into  ufe,  at  the  fame  dme  that 
their  fellows  were  paffing  it  to  the 
fouthward.  Thefe  two  attacks 
were  to  be  accompanied  by  e 
third,  which  was  to  take  place  br 
the  fea  fide  to  the  northward* 
where  the  enemy  had  a  ftockade 
running  into  the  water :  Anil 
when  the  general  aftault  wts  re- 
folved  on.  Sir  Edward  Vernon 
landed  all  his  marines,  and  boo 
feamen,  to  fupport  and  invigorate 
the  attacks. 

An  exceeding  heavy  rain,  which 
occafioned  a  great  and  fudden  fwell 
in  the  water  of  the  ditch,  on  the 
very  day  precedhig  the  intended 
ftorm,  checked  the  dcfign  for  the 

[Ml  prefentj 
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.prefenty.and  fortunately  prevented 

a  croel  and  bloody  encounter. 
.The    water    rofe  fo  high  in  the 

ditch  to  the  fouihward,  as  to  fill 

and  blow  up  the  gallery,  befides 
^greatly  damaging  the  boats  be- 
'longing  to  the  bridge.  But  this 
.impediment    was  ybut  temporary. 

The  damage  was  fpeedily  repaired ; 

and  the  17th  of  Odober  fixed  on 
.for    making    the   general   aiTault. 

In    the  mean  time»  M.  de  Belle- 

coinbe    was    neither   ignorant   of 

the  impr.a£licabiUty  of  longer  de- 
.  fending    the    place,  nor  blind  to 

the    danger    and    total   ruin,    in 

which  an  obftinate  and  unfounded 
.  perfeverance  would  involve  his 
.garrifoQ  and  the  inhabitants.     He 

accordingly,  on  the  day  preceding 
'  the    intended    attack,  propofed  a 

capitulation,    whkh  was  willingly 

agreed    to    by    the  Britilh  com- 
manders. 

The  conquerors  gave  the  moft 

ample    and    honourable   teftimony 

to^tbe  gallantry  of  their  enemy  in 

the    terms  .  of  capitulation.     The 

conditions  were  fuitable  tothege- 
.  nerolity  of  thofe  fentimcnts.    Every 

requi/ition,    that  did  not  interfere 

with  the  public  benefit  or  fecurity, 

was  liberally  agreed  to.     It  was 

only    on    thofe    accounts,  that  it 

was    determined   to  fend  the  Eu- 
ropean part  of  the  carrifon  home 

to  France,  and  to  diD>and  the  fea- 

j)oys  and  other  native  troops  in  the 

country,    inilead    of  fending  the 

whole    in    a    body  to  the  ifle  of 

France  (or  Maoritias,)  which  was 

propofed.    Tha  garrifon  were  al- 
lowed all  the  honours  of  war ;  and 


as  a  particular  mark  of  attention 
to  M»  de  Bellecombe,  the  regi- 
ment of  Pondicherry  were,  at  his 
requeH,  allowed  to  keep  their  co- 
.  lours. 


A  numerous  artillery,  amounC* 
ing  in  the  whole,  of  all  forts  and 
iizes,  ferviceable  and  unfervice- 
able,  to  about  300  pieces,  became 
a  prize  to  the  conquerors.  All 
public  property  underwent  the 
fame  fate ;  but  whatever  was  prl>  . 
vate,  was  fecured  to  the  owners. 
The  company's  troops  employed 
in  this  fiege,  amounted  to  10,500 
men,  of  whom  1500  were  Euro- 
peans. The  garriion  to  near  3000, 
of  which  900  were  Europeans. 
The  comparative  lofs  on  both 
fides,  was  neither  proportioned  to 
the  number  or  circum (lances  of 
thofe  who  were  engaged;  if  we 
confider,  as  ufual,  the  cover  of 
the  garrifon  as  being  far  fuperk>r 
to  that  afforded  by  the  works  of 
the  befiegers.  The  lofs  of  the 
latter  amounted  to  224  flain,  and 
693  wounded;  and  the  garrifon, 
who  were  not  near  a  third  in 
number,  had  200  men  killed,  and 
4&0  wounded.  A  circum  (lance 
which  perhaps  may  be  attributed 
to  the  obftinacy  with  which  their 
commander  difputed  every  part  uf 
his  ground. 

Mr.  Law,  who  had  feen  and  un- 
dergone fo  many  changes  of  for* 
tune  in  India,  and  who  had  him- 
felf  borne  fo  confiderable  a  (hare 
in  its  former  revolutions,  was  in- 
cluded in  this  capitulation,  and 
again  beheld  the  power  of  hiscouiu 
try  annihilated  in  that  quarter  of 
the  globe.  It  appears  from  fome 
of  the  terms  propofed  by  the  be- 
fieged,  by  which  they  were  de- 
firous  of  including  in  the  prefent 
capitulation,  feveral  French  fac-o 
tories  and  fettlements  which  bad 
already  been  felzed  by  the  com- 
pany's forces  in  Bengal  and  elfe- 
where,  as  alfo  the  crews  of  feveral 
French    veiTelj    which  had    been 

takes 
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in  the  Ganges,  as  well  as 
e  coafls  of  CorbmandeU  that 
ties  had  been  commenced  in 
of  thofe  parts  fo  early  as  the 
>f  July.  The  fadories  at 
ienagor,  at  Yaman,  and  at 
nl,  with  the  fettlement  at 
lipacam,  are  particularly  fpe- 
in  thefe  propofed  condi- 
and  others  feem  to  be  fup- 
.  This  extenfion  of  the  ca- 
don»  to  paft  adts,  and  to 
t  places,  was,  however, 
^  inadmiffible  by  the  con- 
rs« 
i  are  now  to  turn  our  atten- 

0  the  other  fide  of  the  globe ; 
to  relate  the  effedls  of  this 
n  the  place  of  its  origin, 
redudion  of  Georgia  by  the 

fbrces>  foon  afforded  fuffi- 
caufe  of  alarm,  and  matter 
ouble>  to  the  two  Carolina's. 
Loyalifts,  or  in  American 
age  the  Tories,  in  the  back 

of  North  Carolina,  con- 
ig  hope  and  courage  from 
event,  were  fpeedily  in  mo- 

We  have  formerly  feen,  that 
people  were  numerous  in  the 
of  tne  ibuthern  colonies,  par- 
rly  in  thofe  we  have  now 
oneid;  and  although  the  lofs 
defeat   which  they   had   fuf- 

1  nnder  their  leader  Mac* 
d,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
lea,  with  other  difappoint- 
I  and  lofles  of  lefs  magni- 
kad  confiderably  broken  their 
I  and  obliged  thofe  who  were 
reotOfOtts,  or  who  were  ihofl 
ktfd  to  their  families  and  fet« 
!ntf«  to  an  appare(;it  fubmif- 
O'the  conditions  prefciibed  by 
jAorty  yet  neither  fubmiffions 
SODTentiont  were  fofficient  to 
|b  the  effeAs  of  that  invin- 
ftverfioa  whick  tbey  bore  to 


their  prefent  governors  and  govern- 
ments, nor  to  prevent  their  watch« 
ing,  with  the  mod  eager  attendon, 
for  any  new  opportunity  that 
might  offer  for  their  again  having 
recourfe  to  arms,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  fhake  off  fo  grieroos  a 
yoke. 

The  moft  hardy  and  defperat^ 
of  thefe  people,  had  long  been  in 
the  condition  of  outlaws,  and  had 
attached  themfelvei  to  the  IndianSf 
and  others  of  their  own  defcrip- 
tion,  in  the  incuriions  on  the  fron« 
tiers.  The  nature  and  remotenfefs 
of  the  country,  afforded  them  an 
opportunity  of  keeping  up  a  free 
intercourfe  with  their  old  friends^ 
neighbours,  and  fellow  fnfferers  in 
the  fame  caufe,  who  flill  continuin«^ 
at  home,  had  apparently  fnbmittea 
to  the  prefent  government;  This 
circumftance  neceflaiily  ferved  to 
nourifh  and  ftrengthen  that  dif- 
pofition  and  fpirit  which  we  have 
defcribed.  From  thefe  drcum- 
ffances,  and  from  the  caff  of  mind 
and  of  manners  acquired  bv  their 
conffant  intercourfe,  whetner  a» 
friends  or  as  enemies,  with  the  fa- 
vages,  they  were  ever  ready  to  take 
up  arms ;  and  many  of  thofe^  who 
continued  in  the  occupatibn  of  their 
farms,  and  affumed  the  character  of 
living  peaceably  at  home,  occafion- 
ally  joined  the  parties  which  were 
openly  in  arms  on  the  frontiers,  and 
bore  a  ffiare  in  all  the  devafbitioo 
they  committed. 

About  700  of  thefe  people  ac- 
cordingly aflembled  in  arms,  in 
the  back  part  of  North  Carolina! 
It  does  not  feem  probable  that 
their  hopes  could  have  extended  to 
the  bringing  about  of  a  revolution 
in  that  province  by  any  force  of 
their  own ;  and  the  diffance,  with 
Other  circumftances*    afforded    no 
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wtlKfbiinded  exp^fUtioa*  that  the^ 
ccrtild  hive  recetvied  aoy  timely 
{\K^pen  for  its  accompUlboiCBt* 
Their  alertneiii  and  zeal  were» 
however,  ftimidated  into  a£Hoii 
by  the  accounts  of  General  Pre- 
yoft'a  foccefs.  But  their  ufual  ill 
fortune  dill  duck  by  them;  and 
before  chey  werd  able  to  do  any 
t^tng  of  moment,  thev  were  at- 
tacked and  entirely  defeated  by 
bmfS  of  the  neareil  militia,  having 
loft  near  half  their  number,  in 
killed*  ^unded#  or  taken.  Aboat 
too  of  the  remainder,  however, 
tound  means  to  make  their  way 
good  in  a  body  to  the  back  f>art 
gf  Georg^i;  from  whence  having 
proceed^  to  the  neareft  Britiih 
pq&9»  they  "by  degrees  jo'mcd  the 
toyal  army.  It  appears  that  the 
loyal  party,  even  m  this  quarter 
where  it  was  ftrongeft,  (being  in  a 
great  aieafore  compofed  ofemi* 
grants  from  North  Briuin)  was 
infiottdy  inferior  to  the  ill-affeded ; 
and  that  without  the  great  and  con- 
tinual afliftance  of  the  royal  army» 
the  weU-affeded  ii^abiuncs,  in  no 
part  of  America,  were  in  a  con- 
ditickn  to  make  head  againft  the 
vet^eis* 

Sooth  Carolina  was  the  great 
apd  immediate  objedt  of  hope 
and  fear.  Its  great  diftance  from 
the  main  army,  and  fcene  of  ac« 
thn,  together  with  the  difficulties 
•f  the  way,  rendered  relief  flow ; 
and  there  were  other  fufficient  cir- 
cnmflances  to  make  it  uncertain. 
Money  is  juftly  confidered  as  the 
great  ilntw  of  war ;  and  its  want, 
secefiarily  cramped  all  the  mill* 
tary  operations  of  the  Americans  ; 
the  defed,  however,  increafing, 
in  proportion  to  the  dtftancc  of 
the  fervice,  and  the  confequent 
increafe   o£  the  expencc#    Thoib 


who  are  accuftomed  to  the  aid  of 
boundlefs  refources,  are  apt  to 
conceive  no  other  impediment, 
than  what  may  arife  from  the 
counter  operations  of  the  enemy. 
But  a  people  fcarce  of  money,  new 
in  government,  and  confeqnently  , 
deftitute  of  thofe  fources  and  efta<« 
bliihments,  which  the  indnftr^r 
and  policy  of  ages  have  been  ac* 
cumulating  or  forming  in  antienc 
fiates,  experience  other  more  in« 
iiiperable  difficulties  than  marching 
#r  fighting  in  their  military  ope- 
rations. Under  a  due  confident- 
Uon  of  thefe  circnmftances,  of  the 
atiffhty  force,  immenfe  wealth, 
and  unbounded  fupply  of  that 
great  power  with  which  they  were 
contending,  togedier  with  the  vaft 
extent,  the  remote  fervices,  and 
complicated  nature  of  a  war,  car- 
ried on  equally  by  fea  and  by 
land,  on  ewtry  fide  and  on  every 

2uarter,  but  hill  blazing  up  more 
ercely.and  ftrongly  m  the  very 
center  of  life  and  a^on,  it  matt 
aver  excite  the  aHoniCbment  of 
mankind,  and  perhaps  be  here- 
after confidered  as  an  inestplicable 
paradox,  by  what  means  the  new 
American  colonies  could  have  been 
able,  for  fo  long  a  time,  to  have 
fuftained,  in  any  manner,  fuch  a 
contention. 

Although  a  detachment  of  Bri- 
ti(h  troops  un^er  Colonel  Camp- 
bell, had  penetrated  as  far  up  the 
river  as  Augufta,  which  lies  130 
miles  higher  than  the  town  of  Sa- 
vannah, yet  the  length  and  dif- 
ficultv  of  the  communication,  and 
the  danger  10  which  it  was  ex-- 
pofed  horn  the  vicinity  of  the 
enemy  in  South  Carolina,  the 
river  being  the  only  boundary  be* 
tween  the  two  provinces,  induced 
General  F^evoft,   in    fome   time 

After, 
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after,  to  rccal  that  party,  and  to 
contrafl  his  pofts  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  Hudfon's  Ferry,  at  24 
miles  diftancei  was  the  upper  ex- 
tremity of  that  chain  which  he 
formed  along  the  frontier  from  the 
capital. 

In  the  mean  time.  General  Lin- 
coln, with  a  reinforcement  of  con- 
tinental troops,  had  arrived  for 
the  protedion  of  South  Carolina, 
and  was  polled  at  Purry (burgh,  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  river,  and 
about  zo  miles  above  the  town  of 
Savannah;  a  circumdance  to  which 
probably  may  be  attributed  the 
meafure  adopted  by  General  Pre- 
vofl,  of  colleding  his  force  within 
a  cloier  compafs.  A  body  of  the 
provincial  troops,  and  militia  of 
the  Carolina's  and  of  Georgia, 
amounting  to  about  2,000  men, 
were  higher  up  the  river,  under 
the  command  of  a  General  Afhe; 
and  upon  the  retreat  of  the  de. 
tachment  from  Augufla,  were  or- 
dered by  Lincoln  to  leave  their 
baggage  behmd,  and  pailing  the 
river  into  Georgia,  to  take  poft 
va  a  very  ilrong  fituation  on  Briar 
Creek ;  intending  thereby  10  cover 
the  upper  part  of  the  country, 
where  the  difaffedled  to  the  royal 
caufe  had,  on  the  departure  of 
the  Britifh  troops,  again  aiTumed 
their  wonted  fuperiority. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Prevoll,  who 
was  pofled  at  Hudfon's  Ferry, 
aboot  13  miles  lower  down  the 
river»  formed  a  defign  of  fur- 
priaUDg  Aihe  in  his  ftrong  poU; 
a  meafure  which  did  'not  feem 
Ycry  pradicable,  as  Briar's  Creek, 
.vdiich  covered  his  front,  was  for 
jeveral  miles  too  deep  to  be 
fcrded;  the  Savannah,  and  a 
deep  morafs  covered  his  left,  and 
te  Imd    200  horfc  to  guard  his 


right.  The  defign  being  ripened 
for  execution.  General  Prevcft 
made  fuch  difpofitions  and  move- 
ments on  the  bordersof  the  river, 
between  Savannah  and  Ebcnezer, 
as  were  fufficient  to  attraft  and 
take  lip  the  attention  of  GenenJ 
Lincoln,  during  its  profecutioni 
The  colonel,  in  the  mean  time, 
having  divided  his  force  in  two 
parts^  advanced  one,  with  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  towards  Briaf 
Creek,  with  an  apparent  view  of 
attacking  the  enemy,  where  they 
were  invulnerable,  in  front.  The 
other  divifion  of  his .  force,  cOn«> 
fiding  of  the  fecond  battalion  of 
the  71ft  regiment,  three  compa- 
nies of  grenadiers,  fome  light  in- 
fantry and  horfe,  amountmg  ia 
the  whole  to  about  900  men,  he 
led  himfelf  a  circuitous  march  of 
about  50  miles,  in  order  to  get 
round,  or  to  crofs  3nar  Creek,  and 
thereby  turning  the  right,  to  faM 
unexpectedly  upon  the  rear  of  the 
enemy. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  cnterprize 
was  infured  by  the  injudicious  con- 
dad  of  the  American  General, 
Afhe,  who,  'in  the  moment  of 
peril,  had  detached  his  light  horfe 
upon  fome  unprofitable  expedition, 
and  thereby  laid  himfelf  open  to 
furprize,  and  left  the  only  weak 
part  of  his  camp  expofed  and  uii- 
covered.  The  furpria^  was  ac- 
cordingly as  complete  m^  .  1 
as  couli  have  been  ^^^^  3^- 
wifhed.  The  Ameri-  *779- 
cans  were  furprized  in  open  day- 
light, and  received  the  firfl  no- 
tice of  danger,  from  the  havock 
which  the  Britifh  troops  made  in 
their  camp.  Whole  regiments  fled 
without  firing  a  fhot,  and  num- 
bers without  even  attempting  to 
lay  hold  of  t)]ieirarms.    The  deep 
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IBirfli*  aod  the  nrcr,  which  (hoald 
have  afforded  recuiity»  became  now 
4e  inftnimenu  of  dieir  deftroc- 
tioii.  Blinded  by  their  flight  and 
terror,  many  were  fwallowed  op 
by  the  one,  and  drowiiecl  in  the 
other.  Several  0/  this  officers, 
with  a  regiment  of  North  Caro- 
lina  men,  took  bravely,  however, 
fo  their  armi,  and  esuned  fome 
bonoor  by  an  ineffeduafdefence. 

The  tebels  loft  feven  pieces  of 
cannon^  almoft  ^1  their  arms, 
their  ammunition,  and  what  bag- 
gage they  had  been  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  bringing  with  them, 
i^bottt  15Q  men  were  killed,  and 
aoo  taken,  among  whooi  was  Bri- 
j^adier  General  Elbert,  the  fecond 
in  command,  and. one  of  their 
beft  officers,  befides  fome  others  oif 
iiote.  The  namber  loft  in  the 
Savannah  and  the  fwamp  is  not 
known;  4n4  ^e  lofs  on  the  fide 
of  the  vidors  was  fo  trifling  as 
not  to  deferve  mention.  By  this 
defeat,  the  province  was  again 
cleared  of  the  enemy;  and  al- 
though the  general  did  not  think 
it  prudent  to  advance  his  pofts  ^r 
upwards,  yet  thofe  which  he  re- 
tained were  freed  from  infalts ;  his 
communications  were  opened  with 
the  back  country;  the  loyalifts, 
both  in  Carolina  add  Georgia, 
were  encouraged  to  join  the  army  ; 
and  his  force  being  colledted,  wais 
readv  to  a£t  upon  any  immediate 
fervice  which  might  offer. 

Such  continued,  pretiy  nearly, 
Ac  Ijtuacion  of  the  two  fmsul 
hdfUle  ^rmies  until  the  latter  end 
of  Aprif.  Separated  by  a  river, 
which  neither  of  them  could  ven- 
ture to  pafs  in  the  face  of  the 
other,  they  were  both  fecure  in 
their  pcfts,  and  each  covered  his 
refpedive  prdvihcei'^  A  movement 


at  that  time  made  by  General  Lin^ 
coin,  prefented,  however,  a  new 
fiice  of  a£iirs,  and  opened  a  way 
for  confequences,  which  he  evi- 
dently did  not  apprehend,  and 
which  he  undoubtedly  would  not 
have  hazarded  if  he  had.  In  or* 
der  to  proted  either  a  meeting, 
or  an  eledion,  of  delegates  for 
the  province  pf  Georgia,  which 
was  appcHnted  to  be  held  at  Au* 
gufta  m  the  be^nning  of  Mayf 
he  quitted  his  fituation  on  the 
Ipwer  part  of  the  river,  which  ef^ 
fedually  enabled  him  to  fecuro 
Charles  Town,  as  well  af  to  co* 
ver  the  province  in  general*  and 
marclied  with  the  beft  part  of  hit 
army  towards  thaf  place.'  Iideed 
it  did  not  appear  eafy  tbfuppofei^ 
that  this  meafure  was  liable  td 
any  dangerous  confequences.  The 
frefties  were  then  out,  which 
feemed  to  render  the  river  in  it- 
felf  a  fufficient  rampart;  bat  the 
deep  fwainps  on  the  other  fide 
feemed  utterly  impaflable;  .or  if 
thefe  could  ^ven  be  evaded,  the 
general,  appearance  of  the  fiat 
flooded  country  along  the  coaft, 
every  were  interfedea  with  rivers 
and  creeks,  feemed  to  forlnd  aA 
military  operations  at  that  feafoii 
on  that  fide.  But  Lincoln  did 
not  truft  entirely  to  natural  dif- 
ficulties; he  befides  left,  under 
the  condu^l  of  General  Moultrie, 
a  body  eftinuted  at  about  icoo 
men,  and  compofed  chiefly  orthe 
provincial  militia,  to  guard  the 
pafies  of  the  river  and  fwamps. 

This  movement  infpired  General 
Prevoft  with  an  idea  of  attemptine 
to  penetrate  into  Carolina.  He 
confidered,  that  ofiFenfive  opera- 
tions were  neceflary  to  fupport  and 
increafe  the  reputation  of  the  Bri- 
tlfli  arms  in  that  quarter;  that  his 

force 
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force  was  already  confiderably  in- 
cfeafed  by  the  acceflion  of  JoyalUis 
from  that  province  as  well  as  Geor« 
gta»  from  whence  there  was  reafon 
to  hope*  that  his  appearance  in 
the  country  might  induce  great  bo- 
dies of  the  well-aiFeded  to  declare 
in  his  favour ;  and,  in  any  cafe,  it 
would  be  the  fure  means  of  oblig- 
ing Lincoln  to  abandon  his  defign, 
and  would  at  the  fame  time  afford 
an  opportunity  of  procuring  a  plen- 
tiful fupply  of  provifions,  which  he 
wanted. 

Under  the  influence  of  thefe 
coniiderations,  he  pafled  the  river 
ifl  different  parts  near  the  end  of 
April,  with  a  force  which,  fo  far 
IS  can  be  gathered,  may  be  efli- 
mated  at  about  3,000  men.  Moul- 
trie's militia  were  flruck  with  fuch 
a  panic,  at  feeing  the  Britifli  troops 
traverfing  a  country,  and  emerging 
from  fwamps  which  they  deemed 
impaffable,  that  they  made  but  a 
weak  refi fiance  in  defending  the 
feveral  ftrong  paffes  which  might 
have  effe^ually  checked  their  pro- 
grefs ;  and  at  length,  as  the  coun- 
try became  more  pradicable,  gave 
way  on  all  fides,  and  retired  towards 
Charles  Town. 

The  facility  with  which  the  army 
had  triumphed  over  the  extra- 
ordinary natural  impediments  of 
the  country,  together  with  the 
feeble  refiftance  of  the  enemy,  fer- 
ved  to  extend  the  views  of  the  ge- 
neral to  objects  of  greater  moment, 
than  thofe  which  had  operated  in 
eoga^ng  him  to  undertake  the  ex- 
pemum.  The  loyalifts,  in  the  ea- 
genefs  of  their  hopes  and  wifhes, 
which  no  failure  or  difappointment 
codd  ever  flacken  or  damp,  failed 
Wtit  to  improve  this  difpofition, 
^KUndk  Wat  fo  favourable  to  them. 
They  ifliutd  the  general^  as  a  mat- 


ter of  undoubted  certainty,  that 
Charles  Town  would  furrender 
without  refinance,  at  his  firit  ap* 
pearance.  The  objed  was  fo  im- 
portant, and  the  temptation  fo 
great,  that  inclination  and  duty 
mult  have  been  equally  urgent  to 
its  acquifition.  Nor  did  it  feem 
well  in  the  power  of  a  commander, 
in  a  matter  of  fo  much  conl'equence 
to  the  flate,  to  have  flighted  the 
information  of  thofe,  who  had  the 
befl  means  of  knowing  both  the 
flate  of  the  place  and  the  difpofi* 
tion  of  the  people ;  it  ^oM  be  no 
eafy  matter  afterwards  to  fhew  that 
it  deferved  no  credit,  and  that  the 
defign  was  utterly  impradicable. 
General  Prevotf,  notwithflanding, 
did  not  think  it  fitting  entirely  to 
rely  *upon  hit  own  opinion,  and 
therefore  called  all  the  field  officers 
of  his  army  to  confultation  upon 
the  fubjedt,  who  unanimoufly  con- 
curred in  their  advice  for  his  ad- 
vancing dire&ly  to  Charles  Town. 
The  conduft  of  General  Lincoln 
ferved  greatly  to  flrengthen  this 
opinion,  who  was  fo  pofinvely  per* 
fuaded,  that  General  Prevofl  in- 
tended nothing  more  than  to  forage 
the  country,  that  it  was  not  until 
fome  days  after  the  Britifh  forces 
had  pafied  the  river,  that  he  could 
be  induced  to  return  to  the  defence 
of  the  capital.  Bat  when  he  was 
at  length  convinced  of  the  real 
danger  6t  that  city,  he  immediately 
detached  a  body  of  infantry,  mount- 
ed on  horfeback.  for  the  greater  ex- 
pedition, to  its  defence,  and  colled- 
mg  the  militia  of  the  upper  coun- 
try, returned  with  his  whole  force, 
to  ad  as  circumllances  might  ofiFer 
for  its  relief. 

In  (his  fitnation  of  things,  the 

Britifh  army  were  fome  days  march 

a-head  of  Lincoln,  in  the  way  to 
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Cbaiies    Town*    acd     Mooltrie't 
Militia,  mod  Polaiki'&  Legion,  rc« 
tiring  from  ooe  creek  and  river  to 
another  tcwards  that  place,  as  they 
were  preflcd  by  the  former.     So 
many  bridges  and  pailea  could  not 
be  g^ned  withoat  tome  ikirmiihes, 
but  the  refinance  was  ftill  fo  weak, 
that  they  were  attended  with  no 
drcnmftances  of  any  conicque::ce  ; 
it  is  however  to  be  obferved,  that 
as  the  families  and  efie^s  of  Moul- 
trie's Miliua  lay  pretty  generally 
in  the  line  of  march,  thefe  conii- 
derations  touched  them  {6  cloTely, 
that  his  force  fuffered  a  continual 
diminution  from  the  outfet,  which, 
befides  the  weaknefs  it  produced  in 
leflbdng  his  numbers,  ferved  ne- 
ceflarily   to   diihearten  thofe  who 
remained. 

ibr»«  iif],  ^'  lenph  the  Bri- 
»«*y"^''-  tilh  army  arrived  at 
Alhley  River,  which  they  paiTed, 
a. few  miles  above  Charles  Town, 
apd  advancing  along  the  Neck 
formed  by  the  two  rivers  of  Aihley 
and  Cooper,  took  poft  within  little 
more  than  cannon  (hot  from  the 
works  of  that  city.  A  continued' 
fttCceiGon  of  fkirmiihes  took  place 
on  that  day  and  the  enfuing  night, 
which,' though  neceflarily  attei^ed 
with  lofs  on  both  fides,  were  of 
no  farther  confcquence  to  either. 
On  the  following  morning,  the 
general  fummoned  the  town  to  fur- 
render,  and  held  out  very  flattering 
conditions  to  induce  them  to  a  com- 
pliance. The  negociation  conti- 
sued  during  the  day,  and  a  pro- 
pofal  was  made  by  the  city  for  a 
neutrality  for  their  province  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war.  This 
bping  rejcded  on  the  one  fide,  as 
the  tavourab-e  CMKliiions  propofed 
by  the  general  were  on  the  other, 
she  negociation  was  broken  off  in 


the  evening,  and  every  preparatku 
made  by  the  inhabitants  and  garri^ 
fon,  for  vigorouily  repelling  a  ge- 
nenl  afiauU  which  was  ezpcdcd  to 
take  place  in  the  night. 

But    General    Prevoft,   finding 
hifflielf  totally  di(app<nnted  in  every 
hope  that  had    been  held    out  to 
him    relative   to     Charles  Town, 
had  other  objeds  of  ierious  con« 
fideration  now  before    him.     He 
found  that  no  offers  he  could  make 
were  fufficient  to  induce  the  enemy 
to  a  furrender,  and  that  their  coun« 
tenance  fliewed  the  fulleft  determi- 
nation of  defence ;  that  their  lines 
were  defended  by  a  numerous  ar- 
tillery, and  flanked  by  their  armed 
Clipping  and  gallies;  and  that  Gen. 
Lincoln,   with   a   force    at     leaff 
equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  bis  own, 
was   faft    approaching.       On    his 
own  fide,  he  had  neither  battering 
artillery,  nor  a  naval  force  to  co*' 
operate  with  his  land  forces  ;  which 
were   two  articles  fo  indifpenfably 
necefiary   for  carrying  the   place, 
that  their  want  feemed  an  iniuper- 
able  bar  to  every  hope  of  fuccefs. 
And  if  he  were  repulfed  with  any 
confiderable  lofs,  which  was  much 
to  be  apprehended,  his   fituauon, 
involved  as  he  was,  in  a  labyrinth 
of  rivers  and   creeks,  furrounded 
on  all  fides  by  a  fuperior  enemy, 
and  his  retreat  continually  impeded 
by    fwamps    and   difficult    paffes, 
feemed  fcarcely  to  admit  of  a  hope, 
that  any  part  of  his  fmall  army 
could  have  been  preferved. 

Under  thefe  confiderations,  he 
pr&dently  decamped  on  that  very 
night,  and  having  previoufly  tak- 
en care  to  leave  a  proper  guard 
for  the  fecuritv  of  the  paifs  at  Aih- 
ley Ferry,  he  had  by  morning  re- 
turned  to  the  fouth  fide  of  that  ri<- 
ver,  without  interruption,  or   the 

know- 
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unhealthy  feafon*  which  were  then 
cither  prevailing  or  approachine* 
By  this  means  alfo;  he  would  hokl 
a  Aire  footing  in  South  Carolinai| 
from  which  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  enemy  to  move  him,  until 
the  long  expelled  and  wifhed  for  re- 
inforcements arrived,  which  might 
enable  him  to  proceed  effedlu^ly 
in  the  redudlion  of  that  colonv. 
In  the  mean  time,  no  pofition  could 
be  better  chofen  for  covering  Geor- 
gia on  that  fide ;  the  excellent  har^ 
bour  of  Port  Royal,  was  the  beft 
flation  in  that  quarter  for  the  royal 
ihippin^>  and  its  vicinity  to  the 
town  of  Savannah,  with  the  opea 
communication  between  both  pla« 
ces,  ferved  all  together  to  render  it 
a  poft  of  great  importance* 

While  the  greater  part  of  the  ar« 
mv  were  engaged  in  the  operations 
of  moving  ^m  one  ifland  to  ano- 
ther, and  of  eilabliihing  the  differ* 
ent  pofts  which  it  was  thought  ne- 
celTary  to  occupy  during  the  ficlcly 
feafon.  General  Lincoln  thought 
it  a  proper  opportunity  to  attack 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Maitland,  who 
was  (Irongly  pofted  at  the  pafs  of 
Scono  Ferry,  which  feems  to  be 
on  the  inlet  between  the  continent 
and  the  ifland  of  St.  John.  The 
Colonel's  force  confided  of  the  firft 
battalion  of  the  71ft,  and  one  Hef- 
fian,  together  with  the  Carolina 
refugees;  the  two  bat^lions  being 
fo  weak  and  reduced,  that  his 
whole  number  is  (aid  to  have 
amounted  only  to  about  800  men* 
The  pod,  however,  befides  its  natu- 
ral advantages,  was  well  covered 
with  redoubts,  an  kbbatis,  and  artil- 
lery. On  the  other  fide,  the  Ame- 
rican force  is  reprefented  as  amount- 
ing to  5,000  men,  and  eight  pieces 
ofcannon. 

They 


knowledge  or  fmallefl  fufpicion  of 
the  enemy,  who  had  been  the  whole 
time  (landing  to  their  arms,  under 
the  momentary  apprehenfion  of  a 
furious  attack.  From  thence  the 
army  pafled  to  the  iflands  of  St. 
James  and  St.  John,  which  lie  to  the 
fouthward  of  Charles  Town  Har- 
bour, and  from  their  cultivation  and 
fertility  afforded  good  quarters  and 
plenty  of  provifions  for  the  troops. 
The(e  begin  that  aimofl  continued 
fucceflion,  and  fometimes  labyrinth 
pf  iflan4s,  into  which  the  fea,  with 
its  numerous  inlets,  and  the  frequent 
rivers  and  creeks,  have  divided  that 
low  flat  country,  which  extends  along 
the  coaft  from  Charles  Town  to  Sa- 
vannah; the  channels  by  which 
Ihey  are  interjfedled,  or  feparated 
from  the  continent,  being  in  fome 
places  very  narrow  and  inconfider- 
able,  are  in  others  fo  great,  as  to 
afford  excellent  harbours  or  roads 
for  (hipping. 

In  thefe  iflands  the  army  impa- 
tiently expcded  thoie  fupplies  of 
ammunition  and  neceffaries  from 
New  York,  which  they  exceedingly 
wanted.  The  firft  ftiips  which  had 
been  difpatched  with  thcfe  fup- 
plies had  the  ill  fortune  of  being 
cither  taken,  dcftroyed,  or  driven 
hick  by  the  enemy.  The  arrival 
of  two  frigates  of  war,  at  length 
removed  the  dillreffes  of  the  troops, 
and  enabled  the  army  to  return  to 
the  fouthward. 

The  objed  now  with  the  general 
was  to  uke  and  hold  poifemon  of 
Ae  ifland  of  Port  Royal;  a  mea- 
(bre  which  held  out  many  prefcnt 
and  future  advantages,  amon^ 
which  it  was  not  the  Icaft,  that  it 
WHild  a(Fbrd  good  quarters  and  an 
tfgible  fituation  to  the  troops,  du- 
ring the  intenfe  heats  and  the  ycry 
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T««^  ^«tk        They   made  the  at- 
Jpnc  20th.  ^^^^  ^j^^  g^^^^  ^pj^^^ 

and  fupported  it  for  about  an  hour ; 
but  were  received  with  fuch  a  coun« 
teoance,  and  fuch  coolnefs  and 
firmnefsy  and  fo  much  galled  by 
the  fire  of  an  armed  flat»  which 
covered  the  left  flank  of  the  poft, 
that  they  were  then  obliged  to  re- 
tire with  confiderable  lofs.  The 
aflkilancs  attribute  their  retreat  to 
the  ftreogtb  of  the  redoubts,  which 
their  light  field  pieces  were  totally 
incapable  of  making  any  impref- 
£on  oa»  and  to  a  (Irong  reinforce- 
menty  which  arrived  from  the 
ifland  of  St,  John»  during  the  ac- 
tion, to  the  fupport  of  the  poll. 
The  royal  forces  loft  forae  officers 
as  well  ad  men ;  and  above  a  hon- 
dred  of  both  were  wounded.  The 
Americans  loft  fome  officers  of 
name;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  their  lofs  in  general  was  con- 
fiderably  greater.  The  army  met 
with  no  obftruf^ion  in  its  move- 
ment to  Port  Royal ;  and  the  fea- 
fon  pat  an  end  to  all  operations  on 
cither  fide  in  that  quarter. 

in  the  beginning  of  Ma^,  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  concerted  with  Sir 
George  Collier,  who  now  com- 
manded the  marine  at  New  York,  an 
expedition  to  the  Chefapeak,  and  a 
defccnt  npon  Virginia,  as  meafares, 
which  QiOre  than  any  other  that 
could  be  ondertaken,  would  con< 
tribute  to  the  embarrafTment  and 
diftrefs  of  the  enemy. 

A  nifficient  naval  and  land  force 
lor  the  intended  purpofes,  was 
accordingly  difpached  from  New 
York,  under  the  conduct  of  Sir 
Geo.  Collier,  and  Maj.  Gen.  Ma- 
thew.  The  fleet  having  fuccefs- 
fully  paflfd  between  the  Capes  of 
Virginia,  the  Raifonable  mim  of 


war,  with  fome  armed  tenders, 
were  left  in  Hampton  Road,  to 
block  up  that  port,  and  to  inter- 
cept the  navigation  of  the  River 
James ;  whilft  Sir  George  Collier, 
having  fhifted  his  pendant  to  a 
frigate,  proceeded  with  the  fmaller 
(hips  of  war  and  tranfports  up  Eli- 
zabeth River.  The  town  of  Portf- 
mouth  being  their  immediate  ob- 
jcA,  and  the  fleet  delayed  by  fome 
circumftances  of  wind  or  tide  in 
its  paflage,  the  jg;eneral  and  troops, 
impatient  of  delay,  and  apprehen- 
five  that  the  enemy  might  have 
time  either  to  ftrengthen  their 
works  or  receive  fuc-    •;,  , 

cours,  were  landed  at  ^^^  "°^- 
fome  diftance,  and  marched  direflly 
towards  that  place. 

The  town  was  open  and  defence- 
lefs,'  but  the  paflage  to  it  by  water 
was  covered  by  Fort  Nelion,  which 
had  been  conftruded  at  about  half 
a  mile's  diftance  for  that  purpofe.' 
But  the  garriibn  of  the  fort,  know- 
ing that  no  fuccour  was  at  hand, 
and  that  the  fort  was  incapable  of 
any  effedual  defence,  to  avoid  be* 
ing  furronnded  and  made  prifoners, 
abandoned  it  at  the  approach  of 
the  army,  who  of  courfe  (ook  pof- 
fcflion  both  of  that  and  the  town. 
The  town,  or  remains,  of  Norfolk, 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river, 
fell  like  wife  into  their  hands. 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  fleet 
and  army,  the  enemv  burned  fe- 
reral  of  the  veflfels  mthefe  ports, 
among  which  were  two  large 
French  fliips,  loaded  with  a  thoo- 
fand  hogibeads  of  tobacco;  the 
celerity  of  the  invaders  having, 
however,  checked  the  deftrudion 
pretty  early,  feveral  others  were 
faved,  and  fell  accordingly  into  their 
hands. 

The 
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The  general  puflied  on  detach- 
nents  to  take  pofleflion  of  two 
Arong  pofls  feveral  miles  to  fron^ 
which  from  the  nature  of  the  coan- 
try,  ferved  to  cover  the  approaches 
to  his  camp  from  any  iudden  at- 
tempt  of  the' enemy.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Britifh  guards  having 
marched  eighteen  miles  by  night 
to  the  town  of  Suffolk,  on  the 
Nanfemond  river,  arrived  there  at 
day-break.  They  found  the  place 
^ad  been  haflily  abandoned  at  their 
approach ;  and  they  immediately 
proceeded  to  the  deflruflion  of  a 
very  large  magazine  of  provifions, 
together  with  the  vefTels  and  naval 
ftores  which  they  found  there.  A 
fimilar  deflro6^ion  was  carried  on 
at  Kempe's  landing.  Shepherd 's« 
Gofport,  Tanner's  creek,  and  other 
places  in  that  quarter;  nor  were 
the  frigates  and  armed  velTels  lefs 
aAive  or  fuccefsful  in  their  fervice, 
on  the  rivers,  and  in  the  near  parts 
of  the  bay. 

Within'  a  fortnight,  that  the 
fleet  and  army  cootinued  upon  the 
coaft,  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the 
'Americans  was  prodigious.  Se- 
veral thoufand  barrels  of  pork, 
with  other  provifions  in  proportion, 
iwhich  had  peen  preparea  for  Wa(h- 
ingtdn's  army,  and  a  great  quan- 
tinr  of  ffores,  Were  deftroyed  at 
Soffblk  and  Shepherd's.  In  other 
places  thefe  articles  were  brought 
t£.  Above  1 30  fhips  and  veifels 
of  all  forts,  were  deftroyed  or  tak 
CB*  Of  thefe,  17  priates  were 
hroaght  awav ;  among  thofe '  d^- 
ttrojtd  or  taken,  were  fome  pn- 
Vateert,  and  veflels  of  force.  All 
tliofe  opon  the  (locks  were  burned; 
•  conndenble  quantity  of  naval 
Sores  brought  off;  and  every  thing 
^ehdve  io  the  building  or  fitting 


of  (hips,  that  was  not  conveniently 
portable,  deftroyed. 

The  commanders  received  from 
the  loyalifts,  according  to  their 
ufual  cuftom,  fuch  flattering  ac- 
counts and  pofitive  a(rurances,  of 
the  general  oifpofition  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  colony  to  return  to  the 
obedience  of  their  fovereign,  and 
their  impatience  to  fee  the  royal 
(bmdard  ere^led  amongfl  them, 
that  Sir  George  Collier  could  not 
avoid  reprefenting  the  matter  in 
his  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in 
the  full  view  in  which  it  appeared 
to  himfelf.  If  it  was  not,  how* 
ever,  thought  fitting  to  adopt  the 
meafure  in  its  full  extent,  he 
flrongly  ursed  the  great  advantages 
which  would  accrue  from  fendmg 
them  fuch  reinforcements,  as  would 
enable  them  to  hold  a  footing  in 
the  country,  by  converting  Portf- 
mouth  into  a  place  of  arms,  and 
rendering  it  thereby  a  fure  afylum 
for  (hipping ;  purpofes,  which  from 
its  fituation,  it  feemed  well  calcu- 
lated for  anfwering,  and  which 
would  have  totally  deftroyed  the 
trade  of  the  Chclapeak,  On  the 
other  hand,  it  was  a  place  removed 
from  fuccour,  and  in  a  manner 
furrounded  with  the  greateft  forces 
of  tlie  enemy.  It  is  evident  that 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  faw  thefe  mat- 
ters in  a  very  different  li^ht,  from 
that  in  which  they  were  viewed  by 
Sir  George  Collier.  He  fent  an 
order  for  their  immediate  return. 
The  fleet  and  army,  with  their 
prizes  and  booty,  (having  firft  de- 
inoliflied  Fort  Nelfon,  and  fet  fire 
to  the  ftore-houfes,  and  aU  the 
other  buildings  in  the  dock-yaxd 
at  Gofport)  arrived  fafe  at  New 
York  before  the  ex|4ration  of  the 
month. 

Att 
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An  expedition  which  General 
6W  Henry  Clintoo  wai  opoo  the 

rnnt  of  underiaking  up  the  North 
irer,  orcb^ibly  coritributcd  to  the 
more  Speedy  recal  cf  the  forces 
from  the  Virgioia  adventure.  The 
coemy  had  lor  fome  time  beea 
^ng^g^p  aikI  at  great  labour  and 
cxpencc,  in  conllruding  \ery  ftrong 
wof  ksy  at  the  two  imponant  poftt 
cf  Vtr plank i  Neck,  and  Stonev 
Pointy  in  the  High1ai:d5.  The4 
pods,  which  are  on  nearly  oppoiite 
pointi  of  land,  the  £rft  being  on 
the  Eaily  and  the  other  on  the 
.Weft  iide  of  the  North  Kiver,  were 
of  the  utmod  importance  for  keep- 
ing the  communication  open  be- 
tween the  Eailern  and  Weilem 
coliMiies,  the  great  pafs  called 
Xiog's  Ferry  lying  diredly  be- 
tween them.  Ai  ihe(e  works  were 
jiearly  completed*  but  not  yet  de- 
fenfible,  the  general  thought  it 
the  proper  feafon  to  avail  himfelf 
of  the  indndry  of  the  enemy,  and 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  toil. 
Waibington,  who  lay  with  his  army 
•t  Middle  firook,  in  Jerfey,  was  at 
too  great  a  diftance  to  interrupt  the 
execution  of  the  deiign ;  nor  could 
luf  eiForts  at  any  rate  have  ex- 
tended to  the  eaflern  fide  of  the 
fiver.  We  have  already  had  oc- 
cafion  to  fee  the  prodigious  advant- 
iige»  which  the  naval  command  of 
that  ereat  river  and  boundary  af- 
forded to  an  army,  in  any  iingle  or 
double  fciieme  of  operation  on  ei- 
ther iide. 

The  troops  deAined  for  this  fer- 
vke,  under  the  command  of  Ma- 
jor General   Vaughan,   were  only 

Mav  10th  "^^^y  embarked,  whfsn 
jway  3otii.  ^^^^  ^^^^  .^^^^^  ^^  ^ 

ibrce  returned  trom  the  Chefapeak, 
and  proceeded  all  together  up  the 
.Korth   River;  the  naval   depart- 


ment being  under  the  condud  of 
Sir  George  Collier.  On  the  fol* 
lowing  morning.  General  Vaughaa, 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  army^ 
landed  on  the  Eafl  fide  of  the  ri- 
ver, about  eight  miles  ibort  of 
Verplanks;  whilft  the  remainder, 
under  the  cond6d  of  General  Pat- 
tiibn,  and  accompanied  by  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  advancing  farther 
ap,  landed  within  three  miles  of 
Stoney  Point.  Upon  the  appear- 
ance of  the  {hips,  the  enemy  im« 
mediately  abandoned  their  works ; 
but  took  care  to  fet  fire  to  a  large 
block-houfe.  Upon  the  approach 
of  the  troops  to  take  pofleilion  of 
S  coney  Point;  they,  however, 
made  fome  (hew  of  refi (lance,  by 
drawing  up  on  the  hills ;  but  they 
did  not  venture  to  abide  the  con^ 
flia. 

The  Americans  had  finifhed  a 
fmall,  but  Urong  and  complete 
work,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
river,  which  they  called  Fort  la 
Fayette;  this  was  defended  by 
four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  fmall 
garriibn  of  between  70  and  80 
men.  But  this  little  redoubt, 
though  ilrong  in  itfelf,  was  efiec- 
tually  commanded  by  Stoney  Point, 
which  lies  at  about  a  thoufand 
yards  diflance  on  the  oppofite 
fhore;  and  it  being  exceedingly 
difficult  of  approach  from  its  own 
fide,  at  lead  for  the  conveyance  of 
ardllery,  the  attack  was  accord- 
ingly intended  from  the  other. 
For  this  purpofe.  General  Pattifoo, 
with  infinite  fatigue  and  labour, 
and  the  moft  indefatigable  perfe- 
verance  during  the  night,  over- 
came the  difficulties  of  dragging 
the  heavy  arrtillery,  from  a  very 
bad  landing  place  up  a  lleep  pre- 
cipice, to  the  top  of  the  hill ;  ai^d 
his    exertions    and     arrangements 

were 
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fi}  efFeflual  and  judicious, 
y  five  on  the  following  mora- 
le h^d  opened  a  battery  of 
1,  and  another  of  mortars, 
r  fummit  of  the  difficult  rocks 
mey  Point,  which  poiM-ed  a 

of  fire  over  on  Fort  la 
:c. 

5  attack  was  fupportcd  by 
eorge  Collier,  who  advanced, 
the    gallies  and  gun  -  boats 

reach  of  the  fort.  The 
lade  was  continued  on  all 
during  the  day;  and  as  foon 
ivas  dark.  Sir  George  ordered 
f  the  gailies  to  pafs  the  fort, 
nchor  above  it,  in  order  to 
It  the  efcape  of  the  garrifon 
.ten  In  the  mean  time,  Ge- 
Vaughan  with  his  diviflon, 
I  made  a  long  circuit  through 
ills,  was  at  length  arrived, 
ad  dofely  invclled  the  fort 
e   land   fide.      The  garrifon 

that  all  poflibility  of  efcape 
low  cut  off,  and  that  their 
as  totally  overpowered  and 
the  magnitude  of  that  which 
rcceiveci,    furrendered   their 

fortrefs  on  the  following 
ig,  and  therofelves  prifoners 
ir,  without  any  other  flipu- 
than  that  of  humane  treat* 

The  boldnefs  of  their  de- 
certainly  merited  fome  praife, 
^h  ive  do  not  know  that  it 
ud  OQ  either  fide. 
i  general  gave  immediate 
on  fior  finiihing  and  com- 
I  the  works  of  both  polls, 
9r  patting  Stoney  Point  in 
ilar»  in  ttie  Ihongeil  fl.itc  of 
e.  And,  for  their  better 
C'  and  protedion,  as  well  as 
i  view  to  the  further  opcra- 
of  the  campaign,  encamped 
my  at  Philiplburg,  fome  thing 
hialf  way  down  the  river  to 


New  York  Ifland ;  which  he  like- 
wife  rendered  a  poft  of  fome  im- 
portance, by  throwing  up  worksp 
in  order  for  the  edablifhment  and 
prefervation  of  a  free  communi- 
cation in  future.  By  the  lofs  of 
thefe  pods,  the  rebels  in  the  Jer- 
feys  were  under  a  neceffity  of 
making  a  detour  of  above  ninet3r 
miles  through  the  mountains,  to 
communicate  with  the  countriec 
Eaft  of  Hudfon's  River. 

The  ftate  of  the  hodile  armies 
on  both  fides  with  refped  to  a^luat 
force,  together  with  the  want  of 
money,  and  the  paucity  of  mili- 
tary provifion  on  one,  neceflarily 
limited  the  views  of  the  oppofite 
commanders,  and  prevented  their 
undertaking  any  decifive  or  extea« 
dvQ  operations.  They  were  each 
in  a  llrong  flate  of  defence,  and 
neither  had  fuch  a  fuperiority  of 
force,  as  could  compel  his  adver- 
fary  to  relinquifh  the  advantages 
of  his  fituation,  Wadiington  w?.s 
bcfides  in  expedlation  of  foreign 
aid ;  and  it  would  have  been  little 
confillent  with  his  ufual  charader 
of  caution  and  judgment,  to  have 
run  the  hazard,  by  any  previous 
attempt,  or  hafty  mealure,  of 
weakening  his  natural  (trength  in 
fuch  a  deerqe,  as  mi?ht  render 
him  incapable  of  profiting  by  the 
ailiHance  of  his  ally,  and  the  Ame- 
rican arms  and  force,  of  courfe 
contemptible  in  his  eyes.  The 
campaign  was  accordingly  languid, 
and  its  operations  confined  to  the 
furpri/.e  of  polts,  and  to  dcfultory 
excun'ions;  to  the  IdSt  of  which, 
the  Americans  were  now,  as  at  all 
limes,  exceedingly  expofed,  and 
upon  no  footing  of  equality  with 
their  enemy. 

The  numberlofs  fmall  cruizers, 
whalc-boals,    and    Q:hcr   craft   of 

that 
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that  natnrct  from  the  Conncdicitt 
coafis>  which  infefted  the  feaod, 
Iving  between  that  colony  and 
Long  Ifland,  were  fo  watchfol  and 
conftant  in  their  depredations*  and 
their  fituation  afforded  them  fach 
opportanities.  that  they  had  nearly 
deftroyed  the  trade  to  and  from 
New  York  on  that  Me,  to  the  very 
great  difcoramodtty  and  diflrefs  of 
that  city,  as  well  as  of  the  fleet 
and  army.  Upon  this  account. 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
Sir  George  Collier,  determined  on 
m  coorfe  of  defaltory  invafions 
along  that  coaft,  with  a  view  of 
curing  the  evil,  by  cutting  off  the 
means  of  depredauon  in  the  de- 
ftrnSion  of  their  piratical  craft, 
and  fo  far  as  it  could  be  done,  of 
their  other  vefiels  and  materials  for 
boilding* 

GoTemor  Tryon,  who  was  like- 
wife  a  general  officer,  was  appoint- 
ed to  die  condu6l  of  the  land  Cer^ 
Tice  in  this  expedition;  his  force 
amounte<f  to  about  2,600  men» 
and  he  was  feconded  by  Brigadier 
General  Garth,  an  officer  o?  dif« 

T  1      *v>    tinguiihed  merit  and  ac- 
July  5th.  ^j^*»^y     j,^^  g^^^  jj^^^g 

arrived  at  Newhaven,  the  forces 
were  landed,  and  took  pofleflion 
of  that  town,  and  of  a  battery 
that  covered  the  harbour,  without 
any  great  lofs,  although  they  met 
with  every  impediment  in  their 
power,  and  no  fmall  (hare  of  ir- 
regular refinance  from  the  inha- 
bitants ard  neighbouring  militia. 
The  fort,  and  every  thing  for 
oaval  or  roiUtary  purpofes,  were 
deftroyed.  The  town  was  (pared, 
although  firft  doomed  to  deftruc- 
tion,  6wing  to  fome  meafures  ob- 
ierved  by  the  militia,  in  not  moleft- 
tng  the  troops  on  their  retreat. 
The  fleet  departed  from  New- 


haven  to  Fairfield,  where  the  troopi  - 
were  .again  landed,  and  ag^n  op* 
pofed.  .H"re  the  town  was  fet  00 
fire,  and  every  thing  of  value  con- 
fumed.  T'le  fame  meafure  was 
repeated  in  the  fubfequent  and 
concluding  expedition  to  Norwalk; 
where  the  militia  being  more  nu- 
merous, and  the  refiftaoce  greater, 
than  in  the  former  places,  both 
that  town,  and  the  fmall  one  of 
Greenfield,  were  totally  deftroyed. 
The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Ameri- 
cans in  this  laft  ad  of  the  expedi- 
tion was  very  great.  Befides  that 
of  their  faouies  and  effeds,  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  fliips,  either 
finiflied  or  on  the  flock?,  with  a 
flill  greater  of  whale  boats  and 
(mail  craft,  with  ftores  and  mer- 
chandise to  a  large  amount,  were 
all  deflroyed. 

Whether  it  was,  that  this  courfe 
of  deftrtidion  was  contrary  to  the 
intention    and  approbation  of  Sir 
Henry  CUnton,  or  from  whatever 
other    caufe  it  proceeded,  it  was 
fuddenly  flopped  in  its  career,  by 
an  order  from  that  general       ^ 
for  the  immediate  return  of    ^ 
the  troops.     The  lofs  fuflained  by 
the  royal  forces  was  very  trifling, 
confidering  the  oppofition  they  met 
with;  the  whole  number,  in  flain, 
wounded,    and  miffing,  being  un-  . 
der   150,  of  which,  not  afa^ve  a 
feventh  were  killed  on  the  fpk>t. 

The  fires  and  deftrudion  which 
marked  this  expedition,  were  at- 
tributed to  diflrrent  caufes.  Partly 
to  the  refentment  excited  by  the 
rebels,  in  their  firmg  from  the 
tops  and  windows  of  their  houfes; 
partly  to  the  seal  of  the  loysl 
American  refugees,  who  were  im- 
placable in  the  refentBuent  which 
they  bore  to  their  countrymen  on 
the  oppofite  fide»  and  who  from 

that 
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rpirit.  along  with  tbeir  inti- 
knowlcdgc  of  the  country, 
particularly  neceflary  in  thefc 
prizes ;  and,  as  it  was  faid, 
me  indances  to  military  ne- 
ft  the  burning  of  the  houfei 
ig  to  maik  the  retreat  of  the 
s.  Major  General  Tr.yon» 
vcr»  juilified  the  meafure*  in 
:tter  to  the  general,  upon  the 
>riaciples  of  policy ;  and  faid, 
ould  be  very  forry,  if  it  was 
rhc  lefs  rccoacileable  with 
.niiy,  than  with  the  love  of 
ountry,  duty  to  the  Icin^  and 
LW  of  arms,  to  which  America 
been  led  to  make  the  awful 
il.  I'hat  the  ufurpers  had 
fledly  placed-  their  hopes  of 
ing  the  empire,  in  aroiding 
ve  actions,  upon  the  walle  of 
{ritifh  treafure,  and  the  efcapc 
eir  own  propercy^  during  the 
ading  of  tiie  war.  That  their 
r  was  fupported  by  the  general 
i  of  their  tyranny,  and  the 
pra^iifed  to  infpire  a  credulous 
itude  with  a  prefumptuous  con- 
ce  in  the  forbearance  of  ;:he 
forces.  And,  that  he  wiOicd 
eted  this  delufion,  and,  if 
»le«  without  injury  to  the  loy- 

hatever  force  or  jufticc  there 
Lt  be  in  thefe  argun^ents,  the 
ore  of  burning  and  deftroy- 
thc  conntry  lecraed  an  im- 
er  accompaniment,  to  an  ad- 

of  invitation  which  was  cir- 
!ed  among  the  inhabitants, 
Ig   tbem    to  return    to   their 

ftod  allegiance.  Mr.  Try  on, 
fv^ff  regrets  in  his  letter,  the 
ine  of  tbeir  places  of  worftiip; 
jofflly  obferves,  the  great  dif- 
yof  ai&gaing  any  fixed  limits 
conflagration^  where  the  build- 
ut  dme,  an(f  the  houfes  com- 


pofed  of  facb  very  combuItibXe 
materials  as  boards  and  (hingles. 
This  expedition  afforded  abundant 
matter,  for  the  renewal  and  in- 
creafe  of  that  loud  clamour,  which 
the  Americans  had  fo  long  raiied^ 
and  fo  widely  extended,  relative 
to  the  cruel,  and  ttnheard-of  man- 
ner, in  which,  they  pretended,  that 
the  war  was  conduded-  on  tht 
royal  fide.  Nor  did  it  feem  (• 
produce  any  great  efFed  with  re* 
fped  to  its  Immediate  objed,  of 
checking  the  depredations  of  the 
American  cruizers ;  for  fo  bold 
and  numerous  were  they,  that  in 
a  very  few  days  after,  two  of  the 
royal  iloops  of  war  were  taken  bjr 
them. 

The  furprize  of  Verplanks  and 
Stoncy  Point,  drew  Waihington 
and  lus  army  from  the  Jerfeys,  to 
the  high,  ftrong,  and  mountainous 
country,  above  thofe  pofts,  and  on 
both  fides  of  the  North  river. 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  ob- 
•jed  was,  to  draw  him  down,  if 
poilible,  from  thefe  faftnelfes  into 
the  flat  country,  and  thereby  to 
bring  on  a  general  engagement  ia 
that  fort  of  ground,  which  would 
have  been  adapted  to  the  exertion 
of  thofe  peculiar  advantages,  and 
that  decided  fuperiority,  which 
the  royal  army  pofleffed.  This 
was  among  the  motives  which  led 
to  the  Connedicut  expedition; 
and  others  of  lefs  note,  were  un- 
dertaken upon  the  fame  principle. 
It  was,  however,  a  matter  or  no 
fmall  difficulty  to  lead  Waihington 
into  fuch  an  error ;  nor  could  any 
art  in  the  laying  or  covering  of 
the  defign,  afford  more  than  » 
very  doubtful  profped  of  its 
fuccefs. 

Whilft  the  hoftile  armies  were 
thus  watching  each  other  motions 

with 
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iridi  the  noft  onmnitted  tttentioii, 
«ii  enterprise  of  fpirit^  and  eclac» 
wai  tmdertakeo  on  the  American 
£de»  tad  facceftfuHy  carried  icto 
cxecMoo  b7  General  Wayne.  As 
no  inddby  had  been  wanting  in 
conpleadng  or  repairing  the  vnik§ 
mt  Stoney  Point*  which  the  length 
of  po^ffion  would  admit  of, 
that  ppft  was  now  in  a  very  ftrong 
Aate  of  defence;  and  was  gar- 
riibned  by  the  17  th  regiment 
of  foot*  die  grenadier  companies 
of  the  71ft,  a  company  of^  loyal 
Americans,  and  fome  arullery; 
the  whole  being  under  the  com- 
stand  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  John- 
loo.  The  garrifon  in  the  oppo- 
£te  poft  at  Verplanks  Neck,  was  . 
imder  the  condod  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Webfter;  and  was  at 
leaft  equal  in  force  to  that  at 
Stoney  Point. 

General  Wayne  was  appointed 
to  the  difficult  ta(k  of  furpriiing 
and  reducing  Stoney  Point;  for 
which  he  was  provided  with  a 
Krong  detachment  of  the  moft 
aflive  infantry  in  the  American 
army.  Thefe  troops  having  fet 
Y  1  .1.  oat  from  Sandy  Reach 
M'5t»>.^o„t     „^„^  'had    a 

march  of  about  fourteen  miles  to 
furmount,  over  high  mountains, 
through  deep  moraffes,  difficult 
defiles,  and  roads  exceedingly  bad 
and  narrow,  fo  that  they  could 
only  move  in  Tingle  files  during 
the  greated  part  of  the  way.  About 
eight  o'cloci;  in  the  evening,  the 
van  arrived  within  a  mile  and  a 
half  of  their  object,  where  they 
halted,  and  the  troops  were  formed 
into  two  columns,  as  faft  as  they 
came  up.  While  they  were  in  this 
podtion,  Wayne,  with  moft  of  his 
principal  officers^  went  to  recon* 


^779- 

noitre  the  works,  and  to  obfenre  Al 

£taation  of  the  garrifon. 

It  was  (bmething  not  imwutthy 
of  obfervarion,  that  the  bayoie^ 
which  had  been  fo  often  ntally 
employed  againd  the  Americans  in 
fimilar  cafes,  was  the  only  weapon 
which  they  nfed  in  this  attack. 
It  was  near  midnight  before  the 
two  columns  approached  the  place; 
that  on  the  right,  confifting  rf 
Febiger  and  Meig's  regiments* 
was  led  by  General. Wayne;  the 
van,  confifting  of  1 50  picked  men, 
led  by  the  moft  adventuroas  offi- 
cers, and  commanded  by  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  Fleury,  advanced  to 
the  attack,  with  unloaded  mnlkets 
and  fixed  bayonets;  they  being 
preceded  by  an  avant-guard,  con- 
fiding of  an  officer  of  the  moft 
diftinguiflied  courage,  accompanied 
by  twenty  of  the  moft  defperate 
private  men,  who,  among  other 
offices,  were  particularly  intended 
to  remove  the  abbatis,  and  other 
obftrudHons,  which  lay  in  the  way 
of  the  fucceeding  troops.  The 
column  on  the  left,  was  led  by  a 
fimilar  chofen  van,  with  unloaded 
muflcets  and  fixed  bayonets,  under 
the  command  of  a  Major  Steward; 
and  that  was  alfo  preceded  by  a 
fimllar  forlorn  hope.  The  general 
ifTued  the  moft  pointed  orders  to 
both  columns,  (which  they  feem 
ftridly  to  have  adhered  to)  not  to 
fire  a  ihot  on  any  account,  but  to 
place  their  whole  reliance  on  the 
bayonet. 

The  two  attacks  fcem  to  have 
been  directed  to  oppofite  p<nnts  of 
the  works;  whilft  a  detachment 
under  a  Major  Murfree  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  garrifon,  by  a 
feint  in  their  front.  They  found 
the  approaches  more  difficulty  than 

even 
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nooibers  flain  in  thofe  difFerent  ac« 
tionsj  which  feem  othermfe  fimi* 
lar,  or  greatl)r  to  correfpond>  ia 
their  piinci^  drcnmfbinces^  natore 
and  magnicade.  Nothing  could 
well  be  luppofed,  from  its  nature 
and  'Cxrcum  fiances  more  blood/,  in 
proportion  to  the  numbers  eneaged, 
than  this  adion:  and  yet  the  lofs 
on  both  fides  was  exceedingly  mo* 
derate.  The  fate  of  Captain  Tew 
of  the  17th  regiment,  who  fell  in 
this  a^on,  being  rather  fingular 
and  unfortunate,  was  accordingly 
regretted.  He  had  been  left  for 
dead  on  the  field  in  the  laft  war; 
and  perhaps  no  other  olHcer  in  Eu- 
rope had  furvived  fo  great  a  num* 
ber  of  wounds,  as  he  had  receiv- 
ed in  the  courfe  of  his  fervice* 
Promotion  had  been  long  promifed 
and  expcdted ;  but  through  the 
want  of  any  particular  intereft  to 
fupport  that  claim,"  which  his  lonjg 
fervices,  merit,  and  particular  fuN 
ferings,  Teemed,  indeed,  to  ren« 
dcr  unnecefTary,  he  finilhed  his 
military  career  at  the  head  only  of 
a  company. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  tri- 
umph of  tne  Americans,  upon  the 
fuccefs  of  this  cnterprize,  and  the 
vigour  nnd  fpirit  with  which  it  <vaj 
conduced.  It  mull,  indeed,  be 
ackno\v1ed<ired,  that,  confidercd  in 
all  its  parts  and  difficulties,  ic 
would   ha^c   done   honour    to   the 


htir  knowledge  of  the  place 
idaced  them  to  expert;  the 
being  covered  by  a  deep 
I,  and  which  at  this  time 
l(b  overflowed  by  the  tide. 
Americans  fay^  that  neither 
Sep  morafs,  the  formidable 
Hible  rows  of  abbads>  or  the 
works  in  front  and  flank, 
damp  the  ardour  of  their 
;  who,  in  the  face  of  a 
nceflant  and  tremendous  fire 
infquetry,  and  of  cannon 
I  with  grape  fliot,  forced 
vay  at  the  point  of  the  bay- 
dirongh  every  obilade,  until 
in  of  each  column  met  in 
cmer  of  the  works,  where 
rrived  at  nearly  the  fame  in- 

leral  Wayne  was  wounded  in 

»d  by  a  mufket  ball,  as  he 

the   laft  abbatis;    but   was 

dy    fupported,     and    helped 

;h   the    works,    by   his    two 

Aid  de   Camps,   Fiihbourn 

rcher,  to  whom  he  acknow- 

l  the  utmoft  gratitude  in  his 

letter.     Colonel  Fleury,  who 

ly  perceive  by  his   name  to 

French  Ofiicer,  had  the  ho- 

>f  ftrxking   the  Britifh   flan- 

with   his   own    hand.      Ma- 

eward,  and  feveral  other  of- 

received    great   praife;   as 

particular  the  two  Lteute- 

Gibbons  and  Knox,  one  of 

led  the  forlorn  hope  on  the 

at  the  other  did  on  the  left ; 

io  had  boih  the  fortune  to 

mhurt,  although  the  fink  lofl 

BCB   men  out  of   twenty  in 

iidc. 

-re'ii  fiearcely  any  thing  in 
infaffioos  of  war,  which  af- 
more  room -for  furprize,  and 
lefs  10  be  accounted  for,  than 
odiMVfl  diiparity  between  the 


moll  veteran  foldiers.  Wafhing- 
ton,  ttje  Cjogrefs,  the  General 
Aii'cmbly,  And  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  Fennfylvania« 
Teemed  emulous  in  their  acknow- 
ledgments, and  in  the  praifes 
which  they  bel^oived  upon  General 
Wayne,  hxi  otiicers,  and  troops. 
In  thefe  they  particularly  applaud 
the  humanity  and  clemency  ihewi^ 
to   the    vanquifhed,   when,    (they 

[•AT]  fcy) 
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hj)  by  the  laws  of  war,  and  fti- 
ipolated  bj  refenuiient  from  the 
refflembrancc  of  a  former  nafla- 
ere,  they  woald  have  been  jofti. 
£ed  in  patting  the  whole  garriiba 
to  the  fword.  Nor  were  real  or 
honorary  rewards  to  the  officers 
fbreottec.  The  total  nomber  of 
pruoners  amooated  to  543,  and  the 
flain  of  the  garriibo,  according  to 
the  American  account  to  6^ ;  which 
taken  togecher  do  cot  diSier  very 
widely  from  the  imperfed  return 
(bit  in  a  harry  by  Colonel  ]ohnfon  ; 
taldng  it  for  granted,  (as  was  un- 
doubudly  the  cafe)  that  thofe 
lyhoffl  he  reckons  as  mifixng,  are 
included  in  either  part  of  the  cal- 
culation. The  trophies,  artillery, 
and  dorrs,  were  not,  in  refped  to 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  pod, 
inconfiderable. 

A3  foon  as  Stoney  Point  was  u- 
ken,  the  artillery  was  diredly  turn- 
ed againA  Verplanks,  and  a  furi- 
ous cannonade  enfaed,  which  ne- 
ceilarily  obliged  the  (hipping  at  the 
latter  place  to  cut  their  cables,  and 
fall  down  the  river.  The  news  of 
this  difafter,  and  of  Webfler's  fitua- 
tion,  who  alfo  expeded  an  imme- 
diate atuck  on  the  land  fide,  no 
(boner  reached  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
than  he  took  the  mod  fpeedy  mea- 
fures  for  the  immediate  relief  of 
the  one  pod,  and  the  recovery  of 
the  other.  The  whole  Bricidi  land 
and  naval  force  was  accordmgly  in 
motion.  The  general,  with  the 
.  main  arm,  advanced  to  Dobb*s 
Perry :  the  cavalry,  with  a  detach- 
itaent  of  light  infantry,  puQied 
forwards  to  the  banks  of  the  Cro- 
lon  river,  in  order  to  awe  the 
enemy  on  that  fide,  in  their  at- 
tempts by  land  againd  Verplanks ; 
And  Sir  George  Collier,  with  the 
frigates,  armed  veflcls,  and  tranf<« 


pons  of  the  fieet,  having  Brigadier 
General  Sierling,  «ith  three  regi- 
ments on  board,  proceeded  up  3ie 
river. 

But  however  great  the  impor- 
tance or  value  of  Sumey  Point, 
Wadiington  was  by  no  means  dii^ 
pofed  CO  hazard  a  general  engage- 
ment on  its  account ;  more  especi- 
ally in  a  fituation,  where  the  com- 
mand of  the  river  wooli  aflfbrd 
fuch  decifive  advanuges  to  his 
enemy  in  the  difpoiition,  and  fud- 
den  movement  of  their  troops, 
whether  with  refpe^  to  the  imme- 
diate point  of  ,a6[ion,  or  to  the  feia- 
iag  of  the  paf&s,  and  cutting  off 
the  retreat  of  his  army,  as  might 
probably  be  attended  with  the  mod 
fatal  confequences.  He  informs  the 
Congrefs  in  his  letter,  that  it  had 
been  previoufiy  determined  in  coon- 
cil  not  to  attempt  keeping  that  pod, 
and  that  nothing  more  was  ori^- 
nally  intended,  than  the  dedruAon 
of  the  works,  and  the  bringine  off 
the  artillery  and  dores.  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  regained  the  pod,  after  it  bad 
been  three  days  in  tne  poffedion  of 
the  enemy,  and  placed  a  fboog 
garrifon  in  it. 

A  few  repetitions  of  fuch  fac- 
cefs,  would  have  rendered  the 
Americans  fo  daring  and  adven- 
turous, that  the  advanced  pods 
on  the  royal  fide,  mud  have  oeen 
kept  in  a  condant  date  of  alarm 
and  danger.  But  Fortune  was  not 
always  m  the  fame  humour;  nor 
coald  they  often  find  officers  or 
men,  who  were  capable  of  ading 
with  fuch  vigour  and  fpirit,  as 
thofe  who  had  fccceeded  in  tha 
dorm  of  Stoney  Point.  On  ^ 
the  very  day  that  Briga-  '^  ' 
dier  Sterling  had  uken  pofleffion 
of  that  pod,  an  enterprize  fnffici- 
cntly  daxing  in  thedcfign,  and  ex- 
treiqely 
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Scotia,  and  amidft  thofe  new  and 
weak  fetdements*  which  the  Maf- 
fachnfetts  people  have  eftabliihed 
in  that  quarter  iincc  the  laft  war^ 
and  formed  into  a  coanty  under 
the  name'  of  Lincoln.  The  force 
with  which  he  arrived  in  the  Pe« 
nobfcot  about  the  middle  of  June^ 
confined  of  a  detachment  0/450 
rank  and  file  of  the  74th  regiment^ 
and  Aoo  of  the  Sad;  which  were 
convoyed  by  three  floops  of  war^ 
Here  Colonel  Macleane  began  to 
conftrudl  a  fort,  in  a  fituation  per* 
fedUy  well  chofen  for  annoying  the 
enemy. 

This  tranfadHon  occafioned  ta 
unufual  alarm  at  Boflon*  and  the 
moil  vigorous  meafures  were  adop« 
ted  by  that  government  to  prevent 
its  completbn.  Orders  were  im- 
mediately given  for  an  expeditioa 
to  the  Penobfcot ;  and  in  order  to 
fecure  armed  veiFels  and  tranfportt# 
as  well  as  failors^  an  embargo  of 
forty  days  was  laid  on  all  theit 
(hipping.  As  a  further  encou* 
ragement,  the  ftate  gave  up  its 
fhare  in  all  prises  that  were  taken 
to  the  captors.  A  very  confider* 
able  naval  armament,  (ror  fo  new 
a  ibite)  under  the  condu^  of  Com« 
modore  Saltonftall,  was  according* 
ly  fitted  out  with  extraordinary  ex- 
pedition ;  and  a  body  of  troops  em* 
barked  under  the  conduft  of  a  Ge« 
neral  Level. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  works  of 
the  new  fort,  notwithftanding  that 
the  utmoft  diligence  was  ufed 
in  their  conftrudion,  were  yet  (o 
far  from  being  finifiied,  as  to  af« 
ford  but  very  imperfcd  means  of 
defence,  againft  any  great  fuperi« 
oricy  of  force.  Colonel  Madeane 
had,  however,  the  fortune  to  re* 
ceive  intelligence  of  the  armament 
preparing  at  Boftoa,  a  few  dayt 


Bdy  well  conduced  in  the  oat- 
but  which  failed  wretchedly  in 
execution*  was  undertaken  a- 
ift  Paulus  Hook,  which  lies  al- 
l  oppofiie  to  the  city  of  New 
-k  on  the  Jerfey  fide.  It  feems 
:  the  ftrength  of  the  poft,  had  in- 
ed  fuch  a  remiflhefs  on  the  fide 
the  earrifon,  that  the  enemy 
ipletdy  furprised  the  place  at 
:e  o'clock  in  the  mommg,  and 
ried  a  blockhoufe  and  two  re- 
bts  almofl  without  any  refift- 
5.  In  that  critical  moment  of  ex- 
icy,  Msjor  Sutherland,  the  com- 
ider,  threw  himfelf  haitily,  with 

V  Heflians,  into  another  re- 
Dt,  from  which  they  kept  fo 
m  and  inceiTant  a  fire,  that  the 
ericans  fcandaloufly  deferted 
r  new  pofts,  with  as  much  expe- 
m,  and  as  little  difficulty  as  they 

been  attained ;  thus,  by  a  re- 
t  as  difgraceful,  as  the  attempt 

been  apparently  bold  and  well 
loded,  they  abandoned  a  con- 
ft  already  evidently  in  their 
ds,  without  having  had  courage 
A  to  fpike  the  artiUery,  or  to  let 

to  the  barracks.  The  com- 
idant  had  the  fortune  to  redeem 
character,  by  the  gallantry  with 
ch  he  retrieved  the  confequences 
lis  negligence. 

lut  at  the  he«l  of  thefe  tranfac- 
I,  intelligence  of  an  alarming 
ire  was  received  from  the  eaft- 
df  which  fuddenly  called.  Sir 
irge  Collier,  with  the  greater 
:  of  hii  naval  force,  away  from 

V  York.  This  necefiity  origi- 
sd  from  an  expeditioa  under- 
m  ia  the  fummer  from  Halli- 

by  Colonel  Macleane,  with  a 
r  of  efi;ablifiiin|r  a  ftrong  poll 
ho  river  Peiiobicot,  in  the  ea« 
i  coofioea  of  New  England, 
n  that  Golonjibordcri  oa  Nova 
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b^tfrette  fcs  tfrivu  I  fipon  wlnchy 
he  UnmcdhWy  chftn|fed  Us  plan 
OT  operanoB  $  Itnd  infresd  of  pro* 
^iiMiM  fodier  f n  die  contraction 
df  wmSi,  which  there  coeld  be  no 
Am  for  completnig»  afmlied  him. 
fidiP  ivich  the  grcateil  afliduity,  to 
tht  putfbg  oftbe  ,poft  in  the  beft 

Cfent  ftiSe  of  defence*  whkh  its 
itioD,  tnd  the  ihbrtneft  of  the 
notice.  ceuM  ndmit.  In  thb»  as 
in  etery  thing  e}fe«  hereceired  the 
ihot  ccmial  end  ^cackMs  fupport 
»hd  aCftance  from  the  officers  and 
lireMn  of  the  three  royal  frigates  in 
the  river*  who  committed  then- 
MvM  with  the  greateft  chearfal- 
IMiii  «o  abide  the  Arte  of  the  gaM- 
ron« 

tnlif  ^^th  At  length,  the  hof- 
July  zsth.  ^^  ^^j  1^^^^^  ;g^^^ 

fb  the  aSnoont  of  ^7  fiul,  appear, 
id  in  iight;  and  {oon  after*  cheir 
tMed  reflels  began  to  cannonade 
Ate  fhips  df  war*  and  -^  battery  of 
Ibnr  twelve  pounders*  which  had 
been  thrown  np  on  the  bank  of  the 
ri*er  for  tiieir  prote^ion.  It  ap- 
|Mrs,  that  the  works  of  the  fort 
w'dire  comnienced  abost  the  middle 
6f  m  fmall  peninfula*  the  weftem 
point  of  which  run  pretty  deeply 
nto  the  river;  atid  ^he  whole*  fo 
Air  ay  we  can  jiidge^  forming  a 
fbrt  of  hook,  within  which  was 
hkriod^  a  liHie  bay  -or  harbour* 
wherein  the  frigates  were  fUiioned. 
Vhe  ooikimander  had  the  precau- 
Ami  tt>  intrench  the  ilthmus  or 
fie^k*  which  jchied  the  peninfalu 
to  the' continent*  by  whtch  he  was 
.fteured  on  the  back.  The  weak 
fide  of  the  peninfula  lay  to  the  hat- 
bbnr,  the  entrance  to  which  was* 
ts  we  have  fecn,  defecKled  by  rhe 
frigates*  and  the -four  gun  battery  ; 
ind  theoppofite  fide  leems  not  to 
hire  aHmitttd  of  a  landing.     From 


this  €ttiauon*  the  only  feifible 
iDcans  the  enemy  pofMed  for  ap- 
proachmg  the  fort*  was  by  effed- 
mg  a  landing  on  the  weft  point{ 
and  even  there*  the  groiftM  lyas 
natarally  fo  ftrong  and  d?fficttlt*  a* 
to  afford  no  fmall  room  for  hope  to 
the  commander,  that  he  fhouM  be 
able  to  protract  their  operations  for 
fome  confiderable  time*  which  was 
the  great  obje^  he  had*  in  view*  as 
holdin|r  oQt  the  profpeA  of  expec- 
ted relief. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  fe 
well  returned*  that  ibeir  (hips 
foond  it  necefiary  to  retire;  upon 
which  their  fleet  anchored  ofiT  the 
weft  end  of  the  peninfula.  They 
renewed  the  attack  upon  the  {hip- 
ping on  the  following  diay ;  bat 
being  again  rcpuH'ed  as  be* 
fore,  they  feemed*  for  the  pre- 
fent,  to  give  up  all  hope  of  fnc- 
ceeding  on  that  fide.  They  made 
feveral  attempts  to  land*  both  on 
the  firft  night*  and  after,  in  which 
they  were  alfo  conftantly  repnlfed 
by  the  piquets,  who  were  aidvan- 
tageoufly  poOed  on  the  point  for 
their  recepyon.  To  the  great  fur- 
prize,  however,  and  difappoint- 
ment  of  the  commander  and  garri- 
fon,  they  made  gf>od  their  land- 
ing und;:r  a  violent  cannonade*  on 
the  morning  of  ihr  28ih,  and 
obliged  the  piquets  to  retire  to  the 
fort. 

'J  he  attention  of  the  comman- 
der, his  ofBcers  md  garrifon,  were 
now  neceffarily  confined  to  the 
ft-eng:hening  and  defence  of  their 
works;  opuration^  in  which  they 
were  equally  indefatigable  and  foe* 
ceisful.     On  the  third  day  . 

after     their     landing,     the     ^^ 
enemy  opened  a   battery  at  -aboot 
750  yards  diftance  ;  and  in  a  iisw 
dttyn  mAer*  another  fomewbat  neav^ 
t  «l 
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cr;  bat  ikhoagh  the  cannonauie 
from  both  was  very  bnfk  and  well 
fapporced,  the  works  were  carried 
OB  m  the  fort  with  the  fame  fpirifr 
aii4  induftry  at  before.  Thus  the 
befioged  exhibited  the  fingulM' 
ph9iiomenon»  of  acquiring  a  daily 
acceffion  of  internJ  ftrength  ayd 
fecarity.  under  the  immediate  af- 
faultt  of  the  enemy. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Amen- 
cans  having  erected  a  battery  on 
an  ifland  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harboor»  the  frieaies  and  (hipfung 
thon^c  it  neceflary,  upon  a  con- 
fuJtation  between  the  land  and  na- 
val force,  to  retire  farther  within 
the  bay  or  Greek ;  and  having  alio 
landed  gans  to  cover  their  own 
battery,  the  commander  was  there- 
by enabled  to  withdraw  the  four 
twelve  pounders  for  the  defence  of 
the  fbrt.  For  about  a  fortnight 
the  cannonade  was  fupported  with 
great  fpirit  on  |/oih  iid'.s:  at  the 
end  of  which  time,  the  commander 
received  intelligence  from  a  de- 
fer ter,  that  a  general  dorm  was 
fixed  upon,  it  being  intended  to 
attack  the  ihips  and  the  fort  at  the 
fame  inllant.  Upon  this  informa- 
tion, he  immediately  threw  up  a 
fmall  woik,  covered  with  hght 
artillerv,  at  about  150  yards  dif- 
tance,  in  the  fiont  ot  the  fortj  thus 
adding  a  further  fecurity  and  cover 
to  the  bcdy  of  the  pl^ce. 

Whilrt  the  commanders,  garri- 
fon,  and  feairen  were  in  impatient 
expedation  of  the  attack,  and 
withont  the  fmalleft  apprehenfion 
as  to  the  event,  an  unufual  quitt 
being    obfcrvcd    on    the   enemy's 

Axig.  nth.  ^^'' y"y'.fy''1  '^j^ 

^      ^       morning,     it    induced 

a  clofer  infpe^ion,  in  confequence 

of  which  It  was  foon,  to  their  inex- 

,  pivffible    aflonilbmciit,   dil'covercdj 


that  the  rebels  bad  totally  abaiid<MK. 
ed  their  camp  and  works  in  tht 
night,  and  had  re-embarked  botli 
their  forces  ^nd  artillery.  Nor 
were  they  left  long  in  the  dark  u 
to  the  caufe  of  this  myflerioiii 
event ;  for  while  they  were  eiide;|» « 
vouring  to  profit  in  fome  depee  of 
the  confufioh  which  they  law  in 
the  enem/'s  fleet.  Sir  George  Cdi- 
lier,  with  his  fqaadron,  appeared 
full  to  their  view  in  the  river. 

Tk^t  commander  had  (ailed  from 
Sandy  Hook,  in  the  Raifonabhi 
man  of  war,  on  the  3d  of  AugofU 
and  arrived  in  the  Penobfoot,  ao»' 
companied  by  the  Greyhoond* 
Blonde,  Virginia,  CamiUa,  tiitd 
Galatea  frigates.  T^hz  Amencaoa. 
at  firft  feemed  to  make  fome  Ibffw 
of  intended  refinance,  by  drawing 
up  in  a  crefcent  acrofs  the  riTer« 
aa  if  they  determined  to  difpate 
the  paflaee.  But  their  refdntion 
foon  failed,  and  a  mod  ignomini* 
ous  flight  took  place.  Perhaps 
they  intended  no  more  by  that 
ftiew  of  refinance,  than  to  atfbrd 
time  for  the  tranfports  to  make 
fome  way  up  the  river,  and  to  gain 
thereby  an  opportunity  of  lanung 
the  troops.  However  that  was,  a 
general  chace,  and  unrefifled  de- 
llrudion  took  place;  in  both  of 
which  the  three  floops  of  war, 
which  had  been  fo  long  cooped  up 
With  the  garrifon,  now  took  an  ea- 
ger part.  The  fugitives  them- 
ielves,  finding  there  was  no  pofli- 
bility  of  efcape,  (hortened  the  bn* 
finels,  by  fetting  fire  to,  and  blow* 
ing  up  their  own  veflfels.  No  de- 
ilru6lion  could  be  more  complete, 
for  nothing  eicaped.  One  frigate 
of  20  guns,  and  another  of  i9» 
were,  however,  taken. 

Few  finale  towns  have  ever  ex* 
perienced  ^ch  a  Uow  XB  their  ma- 
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sine,  as  Bofton  now  fuffered.  The 
Warren,  a  fine  new  frigate,  of  32 
dghteen  and  twelve  pounders, 
with  hve  others,  from  20  to  24 
gans,  one  of'  16,  and  one  of  18, 
were  all  blown  op.  Six  armed 
brigs  or  iloops,  from  14  to  16  guns 
esLOi,  with  one  of  12,  met  the 
fame  fate.  The  whole  number  of 
armed  veflels  deftroyed  or  uken, 
incloding  two,  which  the  fqnadron 
took  on  theijr  paflage,  amoimting 
to  nineteen.  A  force,  little,  if  at 
all  inferior,  whether  with  refped 
to  (hips  or  gans,  to  the  navy  royal 
of  EnglancU  for  feveral  years  after 
t)ie  acceffion  of  Queen  Elirabeth. 

Twenty.fbur  fail  of  tranfports 
were  likewife  deftroved,  and  fome 
prorifion  yeflels  uken.  At  no- 
thing could  be  more  defpicable  than 
the  condadt  of  Saltonftall,  fo  no  man 
could  be  more  execrated  than  he 
yns  by  hk  countrymen.    It  is  even 


faid,  that  the  indignation  and 
rage  of  the  land  forces  rofe  fo 
high  upon  the  common  difgrace 
wmch  they  were  obliged  to  (hare 
in,  that  they  could  not  refrain 
from  coming  to  blows  with  the  fea* 
men,  in  the  courfe  of  their  fuUe* 
quent  ^return  ^y  land.  It  mnft, 
however,  be  acknowledged,  that 
the  Amencans  were  not  able  to 
cope  with  the  royal  fquadron,  in 
an  open  and  regular  fea  fieht,  and 
that  the  fuperior  force  and  weight 
of  metal  ot  the  Raifonable,  afford- 
ed fuffident  caufe  of  terror  to  fri^ 
gates.  But  the  pafies,  windings^ 
and  (hallows  of  the  river,  might 
have  ferved  much  to  Icifcn  that  fu- 
periority;  and  at  any  i^te,  except- 
ing the  ^ufion  of  blood,  the  moft 
defperate  refiftance  could  not  have 
been  attended  with  more  fual  cob* 
fequences  than  thei|r  ignominioo% 
aight, 


CHAPt 
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C    H    A    p.      X. 

jtdmiral  Byron  takes  the  command  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Epdeavours  tp 
dranu  M,  D*Eftaing  to  an  engagement  without  effeQ,  Mortality  at  Si, 
Lucia,  Mr,  Byron  convoys  the  homenjiford- hound  trade.  Lo/s  of  tbf 
iJUnd  of  St,  Vincent* s^  during  the  abfenee  of  the  fleet,  French  fleet  re- 
inforced  hy  the  arri<ual  of  M,  de  la  Motte  i  proceeds  to  the  reduction  of 
the  Granades,  Lands  a  body  of  forces,  wjhUh  inifeft  the  Hofpital  HiH 
in  the  ifland  of  Granada,  Attack  the  luorks  by  night,  and  carry  the^ 
by  ftorm.  Lord  Macartney  propofes  to  capitulate ;  hut  the  terms  offered 
hy  D^Eftaing  being  deemed  inadmijjihle,  furrenders  the  fort  and  ifland  at 
difcretion.  Admiral  Byron  returns  to  St,  Lucia  i  proceeds  *wi:h  thp 
fleet  and  army  for  the  reco<very  of  St.  Vincent* s,  Recci'ves  intelligence 
at  fees  of  the  attack  upon  Granada,  and  being  ignorant  of  the  great  fu» 
periority  of  the  French  fleet,  changes  his  ccurje  in  order'  to  fuccpur  that 
ifland.  Different  <views  and  conduH  of  tire  hojlile  commanders.  En* 
gagement.  Extraordinary  a3s  of  gallantry.  Vice-admiral  Barringiom 
nvounded.  French  perfcvere  in  their  refolution  of  not  coming  to  a  clofe 
aSlion,  Views  of  the  Britilh  commanders  totaily  changed,  upon  difco^ 
string  theU  the  ifland  was  already  loft,  as  they  bad  no  force  capable  lof 
eit tempting  its  recovery,  Tranf^orts  and  difaikd  fljips  fent  off  to  St. 
Chriflopber*s  in  the  evening »  Followed  tuxt  day  by  the  fleet}  the 
'enemy  halving  returned  to  Grancuia  in  the  night.  Prodigious  lofs  of  men 
on  the  French  fide  accounted  for.  Claim  a  *vi3ory ;  and  upon  *what 
ground,  M,  D*Eftaing  dire  Sis  his  operations  to  the-  northnvard.  Firft 
objeSl,  the  reduction  of  Georgia.^'^Second,  an  attack  upon  Ne^w  York, 
in  cwjunclion  with  General  Wafljington,  Arrives  upon  the  coaft  of 
Carolina',  takes  the  Experiment  man  of  lAtar,  and  fome  frigate;. 
Anchors  off  Tybee,  Lands  his  troops  and  invefts  the  town  of  Sa* 
*uannah.  Summons  General  Pre*vi^.  Is  joined  by  General  Lincoln, 
and  Count  Polafli,  Attacks  the  Britiflj  lines,  and  is  repulfed  with 
great  flaughter.  French  retire  to  their  Jhips,  and  totally  abandon  the 
eoafls  of  America, 

THE  arrival  of  Admiral  Byron  ter.  ^  Thejr  accordingly  omitted 
in  the  Wefl  Indies,  juft  nothing  which  could  draw  M.  Dr- 
after the  double  repulfe  which  Eftaing  to  an  engagement;  and 
D'Eilaing  had  met  with  at  Santa  repeatedly  infulted  him  in  the  har- 
Lucia,  and  the  furrender  of  that  hour  of  Port  RoyaU  with  a  view 
iflaiid  ^  to"  Admiral  Barrington^  of  provoking  him  to  quit  the  re- 
threw the  command  of  the  ^eet  cority  a^brded  by  that  faflnefs. 
Jnto  tlie  hands  of  the  former  of  Their  endeavours  were,  however, 
'thefe  gentlemen,  at  the  fame  time  fruitlefs :  and  that  commander 
duu  the  jondlion  of  the  fquadrons  (hewed  a  degree  of  phlegm,  and  a 
cntUed  them  to  afTume  a  fupcri«  government  of  his  temper,  which 
fpxy  orer  the  French  in  that  quar*  could  fcarcely  hare  been  expedled  ' 

[•iV]  4  from 
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from  his  general  charader,  coofi- 
dering  that  there  was  little,  if  any, 
difparity  cf  force.  But  the  Bri- 
d(h  naval  fame  was  (till  ftrong  in 
Demory ;  and  the  event  of  the  at- 
tempt apon  Admiral  Barrington, 
fenred  to  imprefs  it  with  yet  greater 
force*  The  expe£Ution  he  was  in 
of  dajly  reinforcement,  however, 
jallified  Us  condnd. 

In  the  mean  time;  the  noxious  cli- 
mate  and  air  of  the  iftand  of  St.  tiu- 
da  fpread  and  continued  a  dreadful 
mort^tty  amon?  the  ^rltifh  troops ; 
and  erery  day  &rved  to  render  th^ 
lob  of  Pominique  the  more  (en? 
Ilbly  felt,  l^iis  calamity  was  the 
more  grievous,  as  it  would  be  ex-' 
ceedingly  difficplt  to  fupply  the 
place  of  the  brave  corps  who  fervcd 
sn  that  ifland;  who,  with  rcfpedl 
to  difcipline,  fpirit,  and  aAual 
iervice,  could  fcarcely  have  been 
matched  by  any  equal  number  of 
troops  in  the  untyeKe.  But  it  was 
not  the  firfl  inftance,*  in  which  the 
rigours  and  noxi(  us  vapours  of  a 
fouthem  climate,  had  Eniflied  the 
career  of  th  >re  unconquerable 
troopSf  ^ho  had  been  formed  in  the 

wars  of  Northern  America. 

At   length,    reinforcements  ar- 
rived    on     both     fides ;     Admiral 

Rowley  hiving  joined  the  Britilh 

fquadroii,  with  feveral  (hips  of  war 

from     Europe ;    about    the    fame 

time,   that    M,    de    Qrafie,    noc- 

withflanding     the    watchful ilefs   of 

the  opncfite  commanders,  arrived 

fafej,  with  a  large  convoy,  and  ^ 

confiderablc  force,  at  Martinique. 

Although  thefe  reinforcements  pro- 
duced no  great  ^ifftrtx^cc  in   the 

comparative  ftrength  of  the  ^ollile 

jflcets.    which    were     ftill    pretty 

equally  balanced   in  that   re{pcGt, 

yet  nothing  could  induce  D'Eftaing 

to  fia^d  a  general  eng^em^nt. 


Indeed  he  adhered  (b  pertinacioafly 
to  this  conduct,  that  when  opon 
different  occafions  of  feparation 
in  the  British  fquadrcns,  or  other 
circumirances  which  feemed  to  ofier 
advantage,  he  fometimes  ventnred 
to  fail  out  of  Port  Roval  ;  yet,  he 
more  than  once,  ondcr  drciim* 
fiances  of  apparent  difgrace,  re- 
treated again  into  that  liarboor, 
from  the  eager  purfuit  and  infuk 
of  an  enemy,  who  was  not  at  all 
foperior  to  him  dthcr  in  force  or  in 
number. 

An  occafion^  however,  at  length 
offered,  which   fplly  demonflrated 
the  propriety  and  judgment  of  his 
conduct,  and  amply  rewarded  the 
perfeverance  with  which  he  adhe* 
red     to  his    fyftem.     The  trade 
from    the  Weft   India   Ifbnds   to 
England,  having  aiTembled  at  St. 
Chridopher's    towards  the  middle 
of  Jnne,  the  very  great  importance 
and  value  of  that  numerous  fleet  of 
merchantmen,  made  Admiral  Bj' 
TO'A   think  it  neceflary  to    convoy 
them  with  his  whole  fquadron,  fw 
fonic  coniidcrahie  part  of  the  way. 
indeed^  no  feparation  of  it  could 
have  been  ventured  upon  with  any 
degree  of  iafcty-     For  we  had  no 
port   in  thcfe  i (lands  of  fuflicient 
tlrength,  to  have  afforded  protec- 
tion to  the  remaining  divinon  of 
the  fleet,  ag^inil  the  great  fuperi- 
ority  of  land,  as  well  ^s  of  naval 
force,  which  P'Edaing  had  in  his 
l^ands.      And  on  the  pther  hand, 
the  French  commander  would  have 
had  it  in  option  to  purfue  the  con- 
voy, and  if  he  even  failed  of  over- 
taking it,  he  could  fcf^rcely  mif^ 
of  intercepting  the  fquadron  on  its 
return,  which  had  been  feqt  for  ita 
protedlion.  The  meafure  of  afford- 
ing ^  ftrong  proteQion  to  the  trade, 
WM  th^  more  indifMnfitdej  as  it 
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Ml  known  that  M.  de  la  Motte 
Piquet  was  then  on  his  way  from 
France  with  a  ftrong  reinforcement 
CO  D'Eftaing ;  and  no  common  or 
ordinary  convoy  would  have  been 
fuflicirnt  for  the  protection  of  the 
Irade,  in  cafe  of  its  falling  in  with 
)us  fquadron. 

No  wiidom  in  the  defign,  nor 
judgment  in  the  execution,  can  at 
all  times  prevent  meafures  from 
proving  unfortunate;  as  the  pre- 
fent  did  in  a  high  degree.  The 
£r(l  confequence  of  the  departure 
of  the  fleet  was  the  lofs  of  the  va- 
luable ifland  of  St.  Vincent's;  a 
lofs  which  ^ould  have  been  flill 
more  thought  of,  if  it  had  .not  been 
[peedily  followed  by  a  greater. 
The  circumflances  attending  the 
lofs  of  that  ifltind  were  rather  ex- 
traordinary, and  have  not  yet  been 
explained  in  any  manner  which 
could  alFord  fatisfaClion  to  the  pub- 
lic. A  handful  of  French  from 
Martinique*  under  the  command 
only  of  a  naval  lieutenant,  elti- 
mated  by  one  account  at  300,  and 
by  the  governor's  own  at  450  men, 
not  above  half  of  which  were  re- 
gularSy  ventured  to  land  upon  a 
bolHle  ifland,  garrifoned  by  feven 
compames  of  regular  troops,  under 
the  conduct  ot  a  lieutenant -co- 
lonel, the  garrifon  alfo  exceeding 
the  invaders  in  number,  and  the 
ifland  bhabited  likewife  by  a  peo^ 
j\e,  who  had  always  fliewn  the 
utmoft  fierceneff  and  eagernefs  for 
vir«  when  it  was  accompanied 
widi  the  hope  of  plundering  the 
mfiHttmate  Caribbs  of  their  lands  s 
4Bd  yec  this  ifland»  fo  drcum- 
tahced  at  to  earrifon  and  inhabi- 
Uttth  was  ddivered  up  to  the 
cteny,  irithouc  the  finng  of  a 
larie  iliot  on  either  fide. 

YbP  ^IJitolatkm  was  figned  onljr 


bv  Governor  Morris,  and  the 
French  lieutenant;  nor  can  we 
help  thinking  it  fomewhat  Angular^ 
that  the  name  of  no  other  officer^ 
civil  or  military,  on  the  part  of  the 
ifland,  flionld  appear  to  it.  The 
condiuons  were  lufRciently  favoqr- 
able  to  the  inhabitants^  being  in 
general  drawn  upoa  the  modd  of 
thofe  at  Dominique.  The  naturad 
cffeCt  of  that  oppreflion  and  inha« 
manity,  which  the  inordinate  co» 
vetoufnefs  of  the  planters,  had  in- 
duced them  fome  years  ago  to  ex- 
erdCe  npon  the  Caribbs,  and 
through  which  they  led  govenu 
ment  into  that  difgraceful  war  we 
have  feen  for  their  exterminatioiv 
was  now  apparent;  that  people 
havine  immediately  joined  the 
French  opon  their  landing,  and  it 
may  well  be  fuppofed,  had  no 
fmall  fliare  in  inducing  them  to 
undertake  the  expedition.  The 
terror  with  which  the  tnhabitanti 
now  regarded  that  people,  is  alio 
obvioasf  from  the  fervency  with 
which  they  dum  the  French  pro- 
teuton  againft  them  in  the  artides 
of  capitulation.  It  is  not  impoffi^ 
ble  but  that  terror  contribated  to 
the  otherwife  unaccountable  fur» 
render  of  the  ifland. 

D'fiftaing  had  the  fortune  of  be- 
ing  joined  by  the  reinforcement 
under  M.  de  fa  Motte,  with  a  fup-^ 
ply  of  troops,  and  of  what  was  at 
leaft  equally  neceflary,  of 'naval 
and  military  (lores  and  provifion. 
during  the  abfenco  of  the  Britilh 
fleet.  His  gKatfuperiority  by  land 
and  fea,  nowPneceflarily  called  him 
to  adion,  and  the  ifland  of  Granada 
was  the  immediate  ohjcGt  of  hit 
enterprise.  He  arrived  »  ,  ^^ 
off  that  ifland  with  a  J^^^  t 
fleet  of  &yc  or  flx-and-twentj 
fliipt  of  Um  line,   with    ten   or 

twdve 
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fwclre  frigatciy  and,  accor^ng  to 
their  own  report,  near  10,000  hnd 
forces,  indodbg  the  marines,  on 
hoard.  The  whole  defence  of  the 
siland  lay  in  about  1 50  ii^diert  and 
artillery  men,  and  three  or  foar 
kondred  armed  inhabitants;  and 
iu  ftrength  confifled  iq  a  fortified 
or  entrenched  hill,  which  com- 
manded the  fort,  harbour,  amd  ca- 
ptal  town  of  St.  George. 

The  French  landed  between  two 
and  three  thoufand  regular  forces, 
under  the  corfHud  of  Count  Dillon, 
on  that  evening;  who  the  next  day 
invefted  the  hill,  and  made  the 
aeceflary  preparations  for  carrying 
}t  by  f:orm  on  the  following  night. 
The  governor,  l/yrd  Mac4rtney, 
made  cverv  pofliblc  preparation  for 
cleft" -^;  out  it  fcems  probable^ 
thai  hi;  unfortunately  placed  a 
gi cater  reliance  on  the  natural  and 
ariihcial  Hrength  of  the  poll,  than 
an  experienced  military  comman- 
der would  have  done.  The  French 
lay  it  was  deemed  to  afford  fo  per- 
jfe^  a  fecurity,  that  it  was  ren- 
dered a  dcpofit  for  plate,  jewels, 
^d  other  mod  valuable  moveables. 
However  that  was,  or  whatever  the 
iftrength  of  the  poft,  the  defence 
was  extraordinary,  coniidering  the 
patore  and  amount  of  the  force  by 
which  it  was  defended;  and  al- 
though D'Edaing  headed  a  column 
pf  the  French  troops  in  perfon, 
they  were  repulfed  in  the  EjrH  on- 
fct  I  but  the  fupr riority  of  number 
ivas  at  lengthy  decifivc,  and  they 
carried  the  lines  afi4  a  hard  con- 
Hid,  which  laded  about  an  hoar 
and  a  half.  The  French  are  faid 
to  have  had  300  men  killed  or 
wounded  in  this  afTault;  but  they 
do  not  acknowledge  any  fuch  num- 
ber in  their  own  public  account. 
Their  lofs  was*  however,  coniider- 


Me,  and  chiefly  arofe  from  a  wefl- 
direded  fire  from  fome  veflels  in 
the  road,  which  galled  them  ex- 
ceedingly in  their  approach. 

The  cannon  which  they  bad 
taken  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  being 
turned  at  break  of  day  againil  the 
fort,  which  then  lay  at  dieir  dif- 
cretioD,  the  governor  was  under  a 
neceffity  of  propofing,  what  he  had 
before  rejefled,  a  capituladon. 
D'£(hung   treated    the    flag   with* 

freat  haughtinefs;  would  grant 
u:  an  hour  and  a  half  for  framing 
the  propofals ;  and  when  they  were 
presented,  rejected  them  in  the 
grofs,  and  in  the  moft  peremptory 
manner.  He,  however,  framed 
fome  terms  himfelf,  with  which 
they  were  immediately  to  comply, 
withoDt  the  fmalleft  deviation  on 
their  ^de,  or  relaxation  on  his. 
But  thefe  were  of  fo  esctraordinary 
a  nature,  that  the  governor  ana 
piincipal  inhabitants  thought  it 
better  to  tfaH  to  the  law  and  cnf- 
toms  of  nations,  to  the  jullice  of 
one  court,  and  the  interpofition  of 
the  other,  by  furrendering  at  dif- 
crction,  than  to  bind  themfclves  to 
fuch  unexampled  conditions. 

Nothing  could  be  more  nnft- 
vourable  to  D'£ila.ing's  charadler, 
than  the  accounts  of  his  conduct 
in  his  new  acquifition,  which  were 
fpread  about  at  that  time.  His 
continuance  in  the  iilaod  of  Gra- 
nada has  been  reprefented  as  a 
conftant  fcene  of  feverity  and  op- 

Srefiion.  It  was  faid  that  his  foN 
iers  were  indulged  in  the  mqfl 
nnbridled  licence;  and  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  humanity  and 
tendemefs  (hewn  by  the  officers  and 
private  men  of  Dillon's  Irifli  regi- 
ment to  the  inhabitants,  their  cour 
dition  would  have  been  too  deolor- 
able  to  be  endured  or  defcribca.' 

In 
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mediately  flipped  their  cables,  and 
kept  ilretching  out  to  Tea.  As  the 
objects  of  the  hoftile  commandert 
were  totally  different,  it  is  ne- 
ceiTary  to  explain  them,  for  the 
better  comprehending  the  nature 
of  the  enfuing  engagement.*  The 
Brhifh  ^ulmirals  wanted  to  bring 
the  enemy  to  the  dofeft  adlion  that 
was  poflible ;  not  only  as  a  mode 
of  fighung  which  at  all  times  af^ 
forded  the  greateft  advantage  to 
their  fide;  but  as  afibrding  the 
means,  be  fides  the  relief  of  the 
ifland,  (which  they  made  no  doubt 
of)  of  obtaining  that  decifive  fu- 
periority  in  thofe  feas  which  thejr 
wiflied  to  eftabliih.  On  the  other 
hand,  M.  D'Eliaing  fought  for  no 
other  profit  or  advantage  than  the 
prefenration  of  his  new  acquifi* 
tion;  that  was  to  him  a  fuffident 
victory;  he  was  in  no  difpofiticMl 
to  feek  honoui  at  the  hazard  of 
that,  in  the  doubtful  ififue  of  a 
bloody  and  defperate  conflid  with 
a  Britiih  fleet,  if  it  coold  poflibl/ 
be  avoided ;  but  he  wonld,.  nofi- 
withilanding,  rifque  all  thing«» 
fuoner  than  give  op  what  he  had 
got. 

Such  motives  operadng  on  both 
fides,  and  the  French  (hips  being 
cleaner,  and  confequently  failing 
much  better  than  the  Englifli^ 
which  threw  the  chdce  with  re- 
fped  to  the  mode  of  fight  in  a 
great  degree  into  their  hands,  the 
a^on  was  neceflarily  partial,  and 
could  not,  without  fome  change  of 
circnmilances,  have  become  ge« 
neral.  For  the  few  Britiih  ihipi 
which  could  firft  reach  (or  in  iea 
language  fetch)  the  enemy,  were 
ex|K»fed  to  the  encounter  of  a  pro- 
digious fuperiority  of  force,  and 
confeqoently  iuilained  great  dft- 
xnag^f  before  they  coold  be  fop. 

ported 


In  the  mean  time.  Admiral  Bv* 
ron  had  returned  to  St.  Lucia, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  firft  of  the 
month )  his  fleet  being  now  weak- 
ened by  the  convoy  which  he  had 
fent  with  the  trade  to  England. 
He  there  received  the  firft  intelli- 
gence of  the  lofs  of  St.  Vincent's; 
Qpon  which  intelligence  he  con- 
cluded with  General  Grant,  that 
they  fliould  proceed  with  the  land 
and  naval  force  for  the  recovery  of 
that  ifland.  In  their  paflage  for 
that  ifland  they  received  the  un- 
welcome information;  that  D'Ef- 
taing  had  attacked  Granada  ;  their 
advices  were  very  imperfeft;  did 
sot  (late  the  French  fleet  at  any 
thing  near  its  real  force,  and  re-^ 
piefented  Lord  Macartnev  to  be  in 
a  condition  which  would  enable 
Urn  to  hold  out  for  fome  da^s. 
Nor  had  they  yet  received  any  in- 
tdligence  of  de  la  Motte's  jundion 
with  D'Eftsting.  They  accordingly 
changed  their  courfe  and  intention, 
and  proceeded  for  the  relief  of  the 
Granades. 

In  this  ftate  of  ignorance,  with 
TtCpcA  to  the  ftrcngth  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  circumflances  of  the  ifland, 
the  firitifii  commanders  arrived 
within  fight  of  the  French  fleet, 
at  the  break  of  day,  on  the  6th  of 

July.    Their  force  conflfled  in  21 
lips  of  the  line,  and  a  fingle  fri- 
gate :  and  they  were  accompanied, 
and  as  things  fell  out  exceedingly 
iocnmbered,  by  a  fomewhat  greater 
aamber  pf  tranfports  which  con- 
veyed the  troops.    The  enemy  had 
been  at  anchor  off  the  harbour  of 
8&  Geor^'s ;  but  having  received 
pievioiis  information  of    the   ap- 
•  piMCh  of  the  Britifli  fleet,    they 
IRie   thod  moftly  getting    under 
^Hay.  and  thofe  which  had  not  al- 
.  jytidf  hdSioi  dieir  anchors,  im« 
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ported  even  by  dieir  neartft  hU 
lows;  and  tkeie  were  again*  in 
their  torn,  to  experience  the  fame 
iifadvanuge;  while  feveral  fhips 
of  the  rear  £viioD,  were  never 
able  to  come  at  all  into  adinn; 
and  a  fliH  greater  number  of  t!ie 
fleet  in  genetalt  could  not  obtain 
that  (hare  in  it  which  they  wifhcd. 

The  firft  fignal  made  by  the  ad- 
miral* on  feeing  the  difpoiiuon, 
and  difcotering  the  intention  of 
the  eneoftyt  was  that  for  a  general 
ehace;  and  the  fecond,  (he  being 
jet  ignorant,  or  rather  mifinforoi- 
ed,  as  to  their  ftrength)  was,  for 
the  ihips  to  engage,  and  to  form 
as  they  coold  get  up;  and  even 
when  the  fvperiority  of  the  enemy 
was  difeovered,  the  ignai  (or 
chace  was  (till  continued,  with  the 
addition  of  that  for  a  dofe  en. 
gagemeac.  About  half  paft  (even 
ih^aAiori  was  commenced  by 
Admiral  Barringtoo,  in  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  with  the  captains  Saw. 
jer  and  Gardner,  in  the  Boyne 
and  .Sultan,  having  clofed  with 
the  van  of  the  enemy. '  That  dif- 
tinguiflicd  commander,  with  his 
brave  colleagues,  made  and  fop-t 
ported  the  attack  with  a  fpint. 
tnd  refelotion,  which  would  have 
llanped  the  higheft  honour,  where 
there  had  been  none  acknowledged 
before.  But  being  obliged  to  en* 
dove  the  whole  weight  of  fire  from 
that  divifioQ  of  the  enemy,  for  • 
confiderable  fpoce  of  time  before 
they  could  be  fupported,  they  fiif* 
fered  accordingly ;  and  bi-fides  the 
damage  to  the  (hipi,  and  lofs  of 
oton^  the  vice-admiral  was  himiclf 
poandcd* 

The  ittperiority  which  the  French 
flups  pottefTed  m  pmnt  of  (ailing» 
Ml  enabled  them  to  elude  tnxf 
tt(^  which  was  made  by  the  9n- 


tifli  commanders,  to  bring  on  a 
dofe  and  a  dccifive  engagement. 
The  former,  indeed,  fometimea 
happened  in  particular  inftances; 
but  it  was  only,  when  the  evolu- 
tion?  on  both  iiJes,  and  the  ean 
gerncfii  on  one,  threw  a  few  of  the 
Britifii  ihips  ir  10  a  fituaiion,  which 
obliged  tht- m  to  endure  a  conflid, 
with  a  much  greater  number  of 
the  enemy.  1  hus,  die  Grafton, 
Coliingwood  ;  the  Cornwall,  £d« 
^^ardsi  and  the  Lion,  Comwallis* 
fuilained  the  whole  fire  of  the 
Prench  fleet,  as  it  pafled  them 
fuccrffively  on  a  tack;  and  Cap- 
tain Fanfhawe,  of  the  Monmouth, 
having  gallantly  attempted,  fingly, 
to  arrefl  the  progrefsof  the  enemy's 
van,  hoping  thereby  to  bring  on 
a  general  a^ion;  it  will  not  be 
wondered  at,  that  as  his  defini 
failed,  his  (hip  fliould  be  Ktdt 
better  than  a  wreck.  The  Suf^ 
Mk,  Rear- Admiral  Rowley,  (who 
had  been  left  originally  for  the 
prote^Hon  of  the  trahfports)  with 
the  Fame,  Butchart,  had  lilcewife 
fufifered  confiderably  in  fimiiar  fitu- 
ations. 

The  peculiar  circumflancee  and 
fituattuns  of  the  fleets,  including 
perhaps  their  diiiance,  together 
with  the  oppofiie  views  of  the 
comma;idets,  brought  on  a  ceflia*- 
tien  of  adion  about  twelve  o'clock; 
and  although  it  was  renewed  at 
two,  ai:d  at  other  times,  in  fome 
^degree,  during  the  evening,  yet 
nothing  eflcntial  was  done  on  tfi- 
ther  fide.  The  objed  of  the  Bfi* 
tifti  commanders  was  now  touUy 
changed,  from  what  it  had  been  at 
the  commencement  of  the  engage* 
ment.  Some  of  the  (hips  had 
pu(hed  their  way  boldly  daring 
the  heat  of  the  aUion,  to  tbe  y^rf 
entrafice  of  thp  harbour  of  Su 
George'i« 
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George*St  thinking  thereby  to  ad- 
miniiter  courage  at  leaft,  if  not 
fuccour,  to  their  fuppofed  friends 
n  the  garrifon;  but,  to  their  ut- 
inoft  aftoni(hment,  they  not  only 
beheld  French  colours  on  the  fort, 
bat  we^e  fired  at  by  the  batteries. 
Their  main  obje^,  in  the  relief 
of  the  iflandf  was  therefore  no 
more.  The  ifland  was  already 
loft  !  and  their  total  inferiority  of 
force  by  fea  and  hnd,  rendered 
ihem  utterly  incapable  of  attempt- 
ing its  recovery.  They  had  been 
equally  difap pointed  wich  refpei^ 
CO  the  force  of  the  Fnrnch  fleet,  as 
to  the  fixation  of  the  ifland.  The 
care  of  the  tranfports,  hdd  been  a 
conftant  dog  upon  tiiem  during 
the  adian;  and  their  prote<^ion 
now,  along  with  that  of  the  difabled 
ihips,  were  the  great  and  only  ob- 
je^s  of  confideracion. 

Three  of  the  difabled  Ihips  were 
a  great  w?.y  a-ftcrn ;  and  cnc  of 
them,  the  Lion,  had  fuffered  fo 
extremely,  that  being  incapable  of 
attempting  to  rejoin  the  fleet,  (he 
was  obliged  to  bear  away  lingly, 
in  the  belt  mannt;r  {\ic  could,  be- 
fore the  wind  ;  and  had  the  good 
^itune  to  arrive  feme  time  after 
iik  Jamaica,  although  in  point  of 
condition  liule  better  than  a  wreck. 
It  fcremed  in  ihe  power  of  the 
French  to  have  cut  off  the  two 
other  difabled  ihips;  but  they 
would  not  hazard  the  attempt,  as 
it  would  have  been  the  means  of 
bringing  on  a  clofe  and  d^clfivc 
aAion.  Indeed  nothing  roiild  more 
clearly  (hew  D'l^Uaing's  inflexible 
determination  on  that  point,  which 
can  only  account  for  hi^  conduct, 
than»  that  with  fach  a  fuperiority 
k  Us  line  of  battle,  and  fuch  a 
■amber  of  large  and  Itout  frigates, 
kc  neitiier  attempied  to  cnt  o^  the 


tranfports,  or  the  two  diikbled 
ihips;  nor  would  even  venture  to 
detach  a  iingle  ihip  in  porfuit  of 
the  Lion. 

In  thefe  drcumflances,  the  Bn« 
ti(h  admiral  fent  inflrudtions  in  the 
evening  to  the  Momnoath,  (which 
was  in  much  about  the  fame  con. 
dition  with  the  Lion),  as  hs  like. 
wik  did  to  the  tranfports,  to  make 
the  befl  of  their  way  to  Antigoa 
or  St.  Chriftopher's.  His  hne 
being  now  reduced  to  nineteen 
fhips,  of  which  feveral  were  great* 
ly  difabled,  was  drawn  up  at  the 
dofe  of  the  evening,  at  about  three 
miles  diflance  fit>m  the  enemy;  in 
full  expedation  of  being  attacked 
in  the  morning,  as  he  did  not 
think  it  poflxble,  that  with  fo  great  ■ 
a  fuperiority,  the  French  com« 
mander  would  fufler  the  tranfports 
to  be  carried  off  without  puifuic 
or  moledation.  M.  D'Eihung 
evidently  held  a  different  opinion, 
and  returned  mth  his  fleet  t» 
Granada  during  the  night. 

The  Generals  Grant  and  Mea* 
dowes,  were  fpeAators  of  an  ac- 
tion in  which  they  could  not  par* 
take,  and  felt  the  kighefl  military^ 
rapture,  at  the  many  extraordinary 
•exertions  of  gallantry  which  they 
faw  exhibited  by  their  naval 
fri'^nds ;  and  being  ignorant  of  the 
fuperiority  with  which  they  were 
coiuending,  had  raifed  their  ex« 
pe£lailo)i5  to  the  full  confidence  of 
becoming  iharers  in  a  triumph  and 
confequences  which  could  not  ttko 
place,  it  was  odd  enough,  thac 
the  two  wrecks,  the  Monmoutb 
and  the  Lion,  ihould  M  in  with 
each  other  at  fea ;  and  that  being 
mutually  disfigured,  Capt.  Com* 
wallis,  at  leaft,  miftook  the  oppo* 
iite  for  an  enemy,  and  was  accotd* 
ingly  bringing  up  Us  torn  veiicl 

with 
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with  the  greatefl  eagernefs,  to  the 
encounter  of  the  other,  which  was 
not  in  quite  (b  bad  condition. 

The  Icfs  of  men  in  the  firitilh 
fleet,  amounted  to  183  killed,  and 
346  wounded,  of  whom  there  were 
foi.'  ilicers  in  each  lift.  This  was 
futfi  III!)  moderate;  butthe  other 
circun I. lances  of  the  aflion  were 
exceedingly  grievous;  for  the  great 
damage  fuflained  by  the  mips, 
particularly  in  their  mails  and  rig- 
ging, (and  for  which  the  diftant 
Are  of  the  enemy  was  fo  peculiarly 
calculated)  was  a  misfortune  difH- 
coltly  remedied  in  that  quarter, 
and  which  mud  have  been  any 
where  attended  with  a  coniiderable 
lofs  of  time.  This  afforded  fo 
prodigious  a  fuperioritv  of  force  to 
the  French,  that  while  that  conti- 
nued, it  was  impoifible  any  longer 
to  difpate  the  empire  of  the  fea 
frith  them  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Such 
a  ftate  of  things,  could  not  but 
Ibread  a  great  and  general  panic 
through  au  the  Britifh  Iflands ;  and 
although  D*£ftaing  did  not  follow 
up  his  new  conqueft  by  any  farther 
attempts;  yet  upon  learning  the 
weak  ftate  of  his  enemy,  he  did  not 
neglect  to  return  the  former  viiits 
he  had  received  at  Martinico,  by 
parading  for  a  day  with  his  whole 
force  ii(  fight  of  St.  Chriftopher's, 
as  if  it  were  to  challenge  him  to 
a^on* 

AU  accounts  concur  in  defcrib- 
ing  the  French  lofs  of  men  in  this 
adion  to  be  prodigious.  The 
loweft  effimate  we  have  (een,  ftates 
it  at  2700,  of  which  the  ilain 
amount  to  laoo;  but  other  ac- 
counts go  higher  confiderably  than 
three  thoufai^.  So  great  a  num- 
ber of  land  forces,  l^ing  crowded 
on  board  ihij>s,  which  are  always 
hxti  at  a  high  complement  with 


refped  to  their  crews,  will  in  fonii 
degree  account  for  fo  great  a  lob  1 
to  which  may  be  added,  that  this 
engagement  coniifted  in  a  great 
meafure  on  one  fide,  of  a  fucceffion 
of  fierce  and  defperate  afiaults, 
which  made  a  dreadful  impreffion 
in  thofe  particular  points  to  which 
they  were  directed.  The  French 
account,  publifhed  by  authority, 
gives  no  farther  fpecification  of  the 
lofs,  than  what  relates  to  the  offi- 
cers, which  could  not  b^  conceal-^ 
ed.  The  number  of  officers,  which 
we  find  by  thefe  lifts,  to  have  been 
killed  or  wounded,  was  confider- 
able,  both  in  yhe  naval  and  the  land 
departments.  Of  the  former,  three 
commanders  of  ftiips  were  killed; 
and  it  feems  fingular,  that  the  cap- 
tain and  Bve  lieutenants  fell  in  one 
fiiip. 

The  French  claimed  a  vidory, 
on  the  ground,  that  they  gained 
their  objedt,  in  the  prefervation  of 
their  acquifition,  while  the  Englifli 
loft  theirs,  in  being  obliged  to  re- 
linquifti  the  Ifland.  The  French 
King's  letter  to  the  Archbiftiop  of 
Pans,  for  a  thankfgiving,  on  this 
occafion,  has  been  published. 

The  alarm  excited  in  the  Britifh 
Woft  India  Iflands  by  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  the  enem^  was  not  long 
lived;  forD'Eftamg's  operation! 
were  deftined  to  another  quarter; 
nor  could  he  probably  have  at- 
chieved  any  dung  farther  there  if 
it  had  been  otherwife.  The  foot- 
ing which  the  Britifli  forces  had 
gamed  in  Georgia  and  South  Ca- 
rolina, was  highly  diftreffing  in  its 
prefent  efiFedl,  and  ftill  more  alarm- 
ing, with  refped  to  its  probable 
confequences,  to  the  Americans. 
The  (cene  of  adipn  was  fo  remote 
from  the  centre  of  force,  and  the 
fisat  of  council,  that  the  war  there 

was 
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Was  in  a  great  degree  bevond  their 
reach;  and  the  firitim  marine 
force«  aiForded  fuch  decittve  advaci- 
uges  to  the  operations  of  their 
troops,  in  countries  every  where 
bordered  by  the  fca,  and  chequer- 
ed by  inland  navigations,  as  could 
fcarcely  be  counteraded  with  ef- 
fedl,  by  any  moderate  fuperioricy  aC 
land. 

America  had  as  yet  received  no 
very  eil^ntial  fervice,  with  refpe£l 
to   the   direct    operations    of   the 
war,  from  any  co-operation  of  the 
French    arms.      The   attempt    on 
Rhode  Idand,  in  conjunftion  ^th 
D'fiibung*  was  produftive  of  ex- 
pence,  danger,    and  lofs,   without 
the  fmallcft  benefit.     Nor  did  the 
condfift  of  that  commander  afford 
much    more    of  fatisfaftion,    than 
the  expedition  itfelf  did  of  advan- 
tage.     On    the  other  hand,    the 
mifchtef  and  danger  to  the  fouth- 
•rn    provinces,    had    taken    place 
during  the  height  of  the  connec- 
tion;   and  was    perhaps    fcarcely 
compenfated  for  by  the  recovery  of 
Philadelphia;    even  throwing  that 
event  into  the  fcale,   as  an  indi- 
tc£JL  confeqnence  of  the  French  al- 
liance, and  fuppofing  that  the  Bri- 
tiih  forces  would  nototherwife  have 
abandoned   that  capital.     It  could 
Bot  beiides  but  be  very  galling  to 
the  Americans,    that   the  protec- 
tion, equipment,   and   fupply,   af- 
forded to  the  French  fleet  at  Bofton, 
fliottld  produce  no  better  efFe£t,  than 
that  immediate  'defertion  of  their 
coafts,  which  expofcd  them  to  the 
fouthern  invafion.  Upon  the  whole, 
their  new  alliance  had  not  as  yet 
pfOdoced   thofe   high   adwantages, 
which  were  undoubtedly  held  out 
m  the  warmth  of  fpeculation ;  nor 
eren    that    proportion    of    them, 
wUch  nught  have  been  reafonabiy 


expefted,  as  well  from  a  cocfidera- 
tion  of  the  motives  which  led  to  the 
connedUon,  as  of  the  general  flate  of 
affairs,  and  the  means  and  power  of 
the  ally. 

Under  fome  of  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  or  the  impreffion  of  all,  the 
French  court  determined   now   to 
afford  fome  eflential  aid   to  their 
new  allies,  by  diredingD'Eflaing's 
whole  force  to  their  afii (lance;  or 
probably  it  was  a  part  of  the  ori- 
ginal plan  of  the  campaign,  that  as 
u)on  as  he  had  acquired  that  effec- 
tive fnperiority  in  the  Weft  Indies^ 
which  they  were  refolved  to  endow 
him  with,   he  (hould   proceed  to 
the  execution  of  the  latter  mea- 
fure.    That  commander,   accord- 
ingly, having  firff  waited  to  fee  the 
French  homeward-bound  Weft  In* 
dia  trade  clear  of  danger,  proceed- 
ed, with  about  22  (hips  of  the  line» 
and  fomething  lefs  .than  half  the 
number  of  large  and  heavy-metal 
frigates,  in  all  the  pride  of  a  con- 
queror,   to   fweep   the    coafts    of 
North  America.    His  firft  obje^» 
which  was  expeded  to  be  accom* 
plifhed  with  little  difficulty,   was 
the  deftrufUon  of  the  fmall  force 
under  General  Prevoft,   and  con- 
fequently  freeing  the  fouthern  co- 
lonies from  all  uieir  prefent  alarm 
and  danger.    The  fecond,  was  of 
greater  importance,  and  likely  to 
be    attended    with   much   greater 
difficulty    and   danger;   and    that 
was,  a  defign  to  attack,  in  con- 
junction with  General  Wa(hington, 
the  Briti(h  force  at  New  York,  by 
fea  and  land  at  the  fame  time ;  and 
thus,    by    the    redudion    of  that 
lAand  and  its  dependencies,  along 
with  the  confeonent  ruin  of  the  op- 
po(ite  fleet  and  army,  to  bring  the 
war  on  that  continent  to  a  final  con- 
dufion. 

Threagh" 
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Through  die  fiidden  nxd  muse- 
M&ed  appesnuBoe  of  the  Preach 
loet  on  ibe  coafb  of  Sooth  Cardiiui 
and  Georgia*  <he  fixperiment  man 
of  war,  of  fiftv  guns,  and  three 
loyal  Mgates,  being  totally  unajp- 
prehenfive  of  danger,  and  i^on  Se- 
parate fenrioe«,  hiui  the  mtsfortane 
of  falling  in  with  thetn»  and  there* 
by  adding  to  their  triiunph  and 
Bomber.  The  £r ft,  onder  the  -com- 
fliand  of  Sir  Jamet  Wallace,  was 
OB  her  pafiagc  from  New  York  to 
the  Savanns£  widi  fupptics:  and 
althoogh  (he  had  been  already  dif- 
aiafted  in  a  violent  ftorm,  ihe  made 
a  gallant  and  defperate  defence 
'sftamft  an  irreiiftable  fitperiority 
or  Idtae,  in  the  view  of  the  hoffile 


<jttie«al  Prevoft  was  at  tfait 
lime  at  the  .town  of  Savannah;' 
bnt  the  better,  if  not  the  igreater 

£of  hit  ibrce,  waf  ftill  on  the 
I  of  Port  Royal,  in  Sooth 
Carolina,  wliere  we  have  4dxeady 
isendt^took  poft  after  the  retreat 
fieom  Charles  Town.  As  the 
•ncaoy  were  mailers  by  f«a,  that 
corps  had  no  other  meaps  of  join- 
ing thetfliasn  body,  but  by  the  nu- 
■tsrous  inland  navigations  which 
iBterfed  that  country.  The  in- 
tercepting of  an  exprefs  by  the 
Americans,  who  conveyed  orders 
to  Colonel  Maithmd  from  the  ge- 
aend,  for  fpeedily  joining  htm  with 
the  whole  eflnedive  body  under  his 
.eommand,  delayed  the  meafore  fo 
long,  that  the  enemy  had  time  to 
feize  the  principal  commnnications 
before  it  cculd  take  effea.  This 
tendered  the  jun&ioD  of  that  corps 
with  the  garriibn,  upon  which  only 
aoy  hope  of  xicfendmg  the  Savan* 
amh  coold  be  foimded,  a  matter  of 
^at  doubt,  diftcolty,  and  dan* 
ger.  The  addrefs  of  Colonel  Mait* 


land,  the  aeal  of  bb  croopt^  «M 
tfaediflinfiMuihed  fenrices  of  Lieoie- 
nant  Golaelbrongh  of  the  navyr 
were  happily  found  fuperior  to  all 
thefe  obilacles. 

As  D'Eilain^  was  obliged  t9 
communicate  with  the  government 
at  Charles  Town,  relative*  to  tbt 
movements  of  General  Lincdbf 
who  was  to  a6l  in  concert  with  him  * 
in  the  intended  redodion  of  Geor« 

fit,  this  probably  induced  fome 
elay  with  refpeft  to  his  own  ope- 
rations;  fo  that  although  he  ar- 
rived on  the  coaft  about  the  firll  of 
September,  it  was  oiore  than  « 
week  after,  before  the  whole  fleet, 

bar  of  Tybee,  at  the  month  of 
the  river  Savannah.  Por  the  thioe 
or  foor  fucceeding  dajfcs,  the  French 
were  taken  op  in  paffing  their 
troops,  in  fmall  AoBerican  veffdt^ 
through  the  OiTabawinlet,  and  land- 
ing them  at  BeanUeo,  about  15 
mtles  from  the  town  tk  Savannah : 
at  the  fame  time  that  their  frigates 
were  occupied  in  aking  pc^eflkm 
of  the  lower  river,  and  of  the  dif* 
ferent  inlets;  approaching  at  near 
to  the  town  and  lines,  as  the  dr« 
cnmftanees  of  wat^r  or  of  defence 
would  admit. 

On  the  X5th  the  French,  with 
Polafki's  American  light  horfe,  ap- 
peared fo  near  the  firitifh  line^  as 
to  ikirmifh  with  the  picquets;  -and 
as  the  force  under  General  Prevofc 
did  not  admit  of  his  having  any 
other  objeA  in  view  than  the  mere 
defence  of  the  town,  his  pofts  were 
ccntraded  within  the  cover  of  the 
artillery*  on  the  works.  On  the 
following  day,  M.  J^'Eftaing  fent 
in  a'haughiy  fammons  to  toe  ge- 
neral, to  forrender  the  place  to 
the  «nns  of  hit  moft  ChrifliaB 
Majefly. 
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\y»  He  vaanted  in  high  lan- 
,  that  he   command^    the 

troops,  a  detachment  o£ 
had  recently  taken  the  Hof- 
Hill  in  Granada  by  ilorm ; 
thftanding  that  its  nataral 
rtifidal  ftrength  was  fo  great, 
ic  was  deemed  impregnable 
defenders.  He  held  out  the 
afiances  of  that  tranfadion  as 
n  of  cantion,  to  (hew  the  fuci> 
and  the  very  great  danger, 
the  force  which  the  general 
n  his  hands,  and  fuch  works 
had  to  defend,  if  he  ventured 
ift  the  ardour  of  thofe  con- 
og  troops:— Lord  Macartney 
le  good  fortune  to  efcape  the 
xanfports  of  their  rage--* He 

not  himfelf  re  drain  their 
e.  General  Prevofl  was  there* 
irarned,  in  rather  command- 
ums,  that  he  (honld  be  per- 
y  refponfible,  for  all  the  ud« 
'  or  fatal  confequences,  which 
;  be  the  refulc  of  his  obilinacy, 
mtoriog  c  fruitlefs  refinance 
ft  a.  force,  with  which  he 
otally  incapable  of  contend- 

tonel  Maitland's  divifion  had 
ret  joined  the  garrifon;  nor 
here  any  intelligence  of  their 
ion,  nor  knowledge  of  their 
f  to  perform  the  junflion.  In 
drcumftances,  although  Gc- 
Prevoft  and  his  officers  were 
■ined,  even  with  the  force  in 

bands,  to  defend  the  place 
s- ntmoft  extremity,  yet  it  was 
^t  prndenc  and  neceflfary  to 
all  the  time  that  was  pof- 
,  ^and  thb  the  more  efpecially, 

fines  were  ftill  in  a  very  im- 
%  ftate  of  defence,  and  there 
ioc  b^fi  time  to  convey  the 
ffjr  from  the  (hipping,  for  the 
faoB.  fuch  as  they  were,  of 


the  works.  The  commander  bad 
the  addrefs  to  carry  this  point. 
Meflages  pafTed  backwards  and  for- 
wards ;  and  at  length,  a  truce  fo^ 
24  hours  was  agreed  upon,  to  afford 
time  for  deliberation. 

During  this  interval,  the  fortu- 
nate arrival  of  Colonel  Mattland^ 
with  the  troops  from  Port  Royal, 
prefented  a  new  face  of  afiairsi  and 
furniihed  a  fre(h  ftock  of  ibengtb 
and  fpirits  to  the  defence.  An  an- 
fwer  was  accordingly  returned,  that 
they  were  unanimoufly  determined 
to  defend  theinfelves  to  the  lait 
man.  Nothing  could  prevent  the 
failors  (who  had  been  all  drawn 
from  the  fhips  to  conftrud  and 
man  the  batteries)  from  expreiTmg 
their  nfnal  ardour,  by  giving  three 
loud  cheers,  upon  firing  the  fignal 

fun  for    the  recommencement  of 
oililities. 

On  the  day  after  delivering  the 
fummons.  Count  D'£ftaing  was 
joined  by  General  Lincoln,  as  he 
had  been  before  by  Polaiki.  '  The 
allies  took  feparate  but  adjoining 
camps ;  and  each  began  imme« 
diately  to  carry  on  their  approaches 
as  in  a  regular  fiege.  Their  joint 
or  feparate  force  cannot  be  very 
exadl^  afcertained.  The  French 
are  faid  to  have  landed,  from  firfl 
to  iaft,  about  4,800  regular  troops, 
befide^  fome  hundreds  of  mulat- 
toes  and  free  negroes,  whom  they 
had  brought  from  the  Weft  Indies. 
Lincoln's  force  was  continually  in- 
crealing ;  it  was  fnppofed  not  much 
to  exceed  i,joo  men  at  the  time 
of  his  jundlion  with  D'Eftaing  ; 
but  was  afterwards  cflimated  from 
3,000  to  3f5oo  men. 

No  account  has   been  given  of 

the  number  of  the  garrifon  ;   but 

it  would  feem,  from  the  exceeding 

weaknefs  of  the  battalions,  and  an 

1^0]  examina' 
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examination  of  various  relative 
circamftancesy  that  taking  in  all 
defcriptions  of  men,  provincial 
troops,  loyalifts,  under  whatever 
denomination,  and  Tailors,  that 
the  whole  could  not  exceed  3,000 
meif. 

The  fpirit,  vigour  of  exertion, 
and    perfeverance    in    toil,  which 
were  exhibited  in  carrying  on  the 
defenfive  works,  at  leaft  equalled^ 
if  not  exceeded,  any  thing  of  the 
ibrt  we  have  read  or  heard  of. 
From  the  general  to  the  private 
centinel,  from  the  commanders  of 
the  royal  frigates' to  the  common 
feamen,  every    man   without   dif- 
tindion    was    employed     in     the 
hardeft  labour,  and  chearfully  un- 
derwent his  fhare  of  the  toil.     At 
the  time  that  the  general  received 
the   French    fummons,    the    lines 
were  not  only  weak  and  imperfed, 
but  were  not  proteftcd  by  above 
eight  or '  ten   pieces   of  cannon  ; 
and  at  the  conclufion  of  the  (iege 
or  blockade,   the  works    (by   the 
aid  of  the  fhip  guns,  and  the  on- 
ceaftng  exercion   ufed  in    landing 
and  bringing  them  forward)  were 
covered  with  a  numerous  artillery, 
amounting   to     near    100    pieces. 
Nor  was    the  labour  or  exertion 
greater  than  the  judgment  ufed  in 
their    dire^lion.      In  this  refpedl. 
Captain  MoncriefFe,  the  engineer, 
eq[ually  excited  the  admiradon  of 
friends    and     6f    enemies.      The 
Britifh  forces  indeed  owed   much 
to  his  (kill  and  ability ;  and  were 
accordini^ly    unanimous    in    their 
acknowledgments  of  his  fervices ; 
while  the  French  officers  declared, 
that  his  works  and  batteries  fprung 
np   every  'night  upon   them  like 
champignons.      He  gained    great 
honour,    and    merited  more  fob- 
ftantial  rcward9f 


The  enemy  were  by  no  means 
idle  in  their  endeavours  to  inter- 
rupt the  works ;  biit  their  efforts 
were    ineffectual.      In    the    mean 
time,  they  fpared  no  indiiffry   in 
carrying  on  their  own ;    and    in 
about  a  week  after  the  fum-         . 
mons,  had  pufhed  a  Tap  to    *^    * 
within  300  yards  of  "the  abbatis. 
to  the   left  of  the  Britifh  center. 
Although    the    flate    of   General 
Prevoft's  force,   rendered  him  ex- 
ceedingly fparing  ot  his  men,  yet 
in  the  few    conflifls    which  took 
place,  the  enemy  were  condantly 
and    confiderably    lofers.      About 
midnight,  between  the  3d  and  the 
4th  of  Odober,  the  enemy  begam  • 
a    heavy   bombardment ;    and  at 
day-light,  they  opened  a  vehement 
cannonade,  with  37  pieces  of  hea-* 
yy    artillery,    and    nine    mortart, 
ifrom  their  land  batteries,  and  16 
cannon  from  the  water.    This  can« 
nonade  was  continued,  with  more 
or  lefs  adivity,  for  &ve  days.    Its 
effedfell  moftly  upOn  the  town; 
where,  befides    the  deftru6tion  of 
houfes ;     women,    children,     and 
negroes  were    the    only  fufferert.* 
All    others  were    in   the    works; 
and  thefe  continually  acquired  ad- 
ditional   flrength,    inftead   of  fnf- 
taining  any  effential  damage,  dur- 
ing  the  violence  of  this   canno* 
nade. 

In  this  diffrefs  of  the  women 
and  chidren,  which  was  dill  in- 
creafed  by  the  throwing  in  of 
carcaffes,  which  fet  fome  houfes 
on  fire,  the  general  wrote  a  letter 
to  D'Ellaing,  requiring  permiffion» 
that  they  fliould  be  fent  aboard 
ihips  down  the  river,  and  placed 
under  the  protedion  of  a  French 
man  of  war,  in  which  ftate  they 
were  CO  continue  until  the  bufineft 
ftoold  be  finally  decided.    At  d» 
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fiune  time  acquainting  him»  tliac 
his  owD  wife  and  family^  ihould  be 
among  the  firft  to  profit  of  the  in- 
dulgence. After  a  delay  of  three 
hoars,  daring  which  the  time  was 
filled  op  -by  the  difcharge  of  can- 
non and  ihells>  the  reqaeft  was  not 
pnly  refafed,  but  the  refufal  was 
conveyed  in  nnafaal  and  infulting 
language,  in  a  letter  iigned  both 
by  Lincoln  and  D'Ellaing.  The 
mttempts  made  afterwards  by  the 
French  officers>  to  charge  this  harfli 
luid  cruel  refufal,  as  well  as  the 
node  of  it,  to  the  brutality  of  the 
American  general,  are  by  no  means 
fufficient  to  exculpate  D'Edaing 
ftom  his  full  (hare  in  the  tranfac- 
tion,  and  in  the  difgrace  belonging 
|o  it;  however  it  may  ferve  to 
ihew  their  confcionlnefs  that  the 
•ft  was  indefeniible. 

Whatever  D'Ellaing's  merits 
may  be  as  a  naval  commander,  he 
«  feems  to  have  committed  two  capi. 
tal  errors  in  this  adventnre  by  land. 
The  firft  was,  his  not  immediately 
attacking  the  Britifli  lines  in  their 
original  weaknefs,  and  before 
General  Prevoft  was  joined  by 
Colonel  Maitland.  The  reafons 
that  may  be  ofed  againft  this  mea- 
fure  are  obvious,  and  may  be  an- 
fwered  with  little  difficulty. — The 
fecond  was,  that  as  he  did  lofe 
lb  much  time  in  carrying  on  re- 
gular approaches  againft  field 
works,  he  fhould  have  ftill  con- 
tinoed  to  proceed  by  fap,  until 
he  had  fo  far  obviated  the  de- 
leocet  of  the  enemy,  that  his 
^RWpt  might  engage  them  upon 
faaething  approaching  to  equal 
iermu  in  the  final  aflanlt.  If  to 
Ihit  it  be  oppp(ed,  that  his  fleet 
^  hexwj  capital  (hips  was  expofed 
to  great  rifqoe  and  danger,  by 
•l^iBf  b  long  without  ihelter,  upon 
m  uhoMtable  coall,  which  conld 


not  aflbrd  any,  and  in  a  mofk  cri- 
tical feafon  of  the  year ;  it  may 
well  be  anfwered,  that  this  veiy 
drcumftance  afinorded  the  ftrongeft 
motive  for  immediately  attacking 
his  enemy ;  and  confequently  could 
afford  no  realbnable  caufe  for  de* 
laying  that  attack,  whilft  the  de« 
fenfive  ftreogth  on  the  other  fide 
was  daily  increafing. 

Whatever  motives  operated  upon 
the  French  commander  in  the  firft 
inftance,  it  fcems  as  if  his  temper 
or  patience  failed  him,  in  waiting 
the  flow  refult  of  fap  in  the  feconol 
It  is  poflible,  that  his  approaches 
had  already  coft  him  more  time 
than  he  expeded;  that  the  refin- 
ance was  alfo  much  greater;  thar» 
as  his  batteries  produced  verv  littk 
effedl  upon  the  Britifli  works,  he 
was  difappointed  in  that  refpe& 
likewife  ;  and  that  he  finally 
placed  too  great  a  confidence  in 
the  fuperiority  of  his  force,  and  the 
goodnefs  of  his  troops. 

However  that  was,  after  a  very 
heavy  cannonade  and  bombard-* 
ment  for  feveral  hours,  the  aliiet 
attacked  the  firitifii  lines,  q^  ^^^^^  ■ 
with  their  utmoft  force,  '  ^ 
and  with  great  fary.  a  little  before 
day-light.  The  firing  began  on 
the  left  of  the  Britilh  lines,  bnt 
foon  after  became  general.  As  it 
was  flill  too  dark  to  perceive  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  and  un- 
certain where  their  principal  at- 
tacks would  take  place,  no  change 
was  made  in  the  difpofltion  of  the 
Briti^  troops ;  but  each  command 
waited  coolly  in  its  poft,  prepared 
for,  and  cxpedting,  whatever  could 
happen. 

The  nature  of  the  ground  on 
both  flanks  of  the  lines,  was  (o 
favourable  to  the  approaches  of 
the  enemy,  that  the  defed  coold 
not  be  remedied  by  all  the  ftUl 
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-and  endeavours  of  the  engineer. 
Thus  an  attack  was  to  be  expeded, 
towards  either  or  both  'of  the 
points.  A  fwampy  hollow  way  on 
the  right,  might  bring  the  enemy 
under  cover  to  within  a  very  fmall 
diftance  of  fome  of  the  principal 
works;  on  the  left,  the  approach 
was  not  fo  well  covered;  but  the 

)^ro,und  being  firm  and  clear » 
eemed  better  calculated  for  the 
operation  of  regular  troops,  or  at 
lead  more  inviting  to  them*  than 
that  on  the  other  fide.  The  French 
being  (ikewife  encamped  on  that 
fide,  it  was  expelled  that  they 
would  dired  their  whole  force  to 
that  point;  and  that  the  attack  on 
the  other,  if  really  undertaken, 
wonld  be  left  to  the  Americans. 

The  grand  attack  was,  however, 
direded  to  the  right,  whither 
'D*£ftaing  in  perfon  led  the  flower 
of  both  armies,  and  was  accompa- 
nied by  all  the  principal  officers  of 
each.  They  advanced  in  three  oo^ 
lumns,  under  cover  of  the  hollow 
we  have  mentioned ;  but  it  feems, 
that  through  the  darknefs,  they 
took  a.  greater  circuit,  and  got 
deeper  in  the  bog,  than  they  need* 
ed  or  intended  to  have  done;  a 
circum fiance,  which  befides  a  lofs 
of  critical  time,  could  fcarcely  fail 
of  producing  fome  difarrangement 
or  diforder.  Ihe  attack  was, 
however,  made  with  great  fpirir, 
and  fupported  with  an  extraordi- 
nary degree  of  oblHnate  perfeve- 
>ance.  A  redoubt  pn  the  £bene. 
sar  road,  was  XHc  fcene  of  much 
adlion,  lofs,  and  gallantry.  It  was 
obfiinately  defended  by  Captain 
Tati^s  ;  the  enemy  planted  two 
fiand  of  colours  on  it ;  the  parapet 
was  covered  with  th^lr  dead;  ftt 
length  the  brave  captain  fell,  gal- 
lantly fighting  in  his  redoubts 
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his  iword  being  plunged,  at  the 
inftant  of  death,  in  the  body  of 
the  third  enemy  whom  he  had 
flain  with  his  own  hand.  His 
place  was  inftantly  and  ednally 
fupplied  by  Captain  Wickham ; 
who,  with  better  fortune,  dif- 
played  ads  of  the  moft  fignal 
valonr. 

While  the  conflia  was  fiill  dn- 
bious  and  bloody,  particularly  at 
that  redoubt,  the  fiiill  and  defign 
which  operated  in  the  confiruAion 
of  the  new  works,  were  difplayed 
with  great  advantage.  Three  bat- 
teries which  were  occupied  by  fea- 
men,  took  the  enemy  in  almoft 
every  direction  ;  and  made  fuck 
havock  in  their  ranks,  as  caufedl 
fome  little  diforder,  or  at  leaft  oc- 
cafioned  a  paufe  in  their  violence. 
At  that  critical  moment  of  deci- 
fion,  a  body  of  grenadiers  and  ma- 
rines advanced  fuddenly  from  the 
lines,  and  charged  the  enemy  with 
fuch  rapidity  and  fury,  throwing 
tbemfelves  headlong  into  the  ditch- 
es and  works  amongfi  them,  thkt 
in  an  iofiar>c,  the  redoubt,  and  a 
battery  to  its  right,  were  totally 
cleared  of  them.  The  victors  did 
not  purfue  their  advantage  with 
lefs  vigour  than  they  had  gained 
it.  The  enemy  were  broken,  rout- 
ed, and  driven  in  the  greatefi  dif- 
order and  confufion,  through  the 
abbatis  into  the  fwamp.  The 
whole  was  performed  with  fuch  ra- 
pidity, that  three  companies  of  the 
mofi  aAive  troops  in  the  army,  who 
were  ordered  to  fufiain  the  grena- 
diers, could  not,  with  all  their  ce- 
lerity, come  in  for  any  (hare  of  the 
honour. 

Although  it  was  then  day,  yet 

the   fog  and   the  fmoke  together 

caufed   fo   great  a   darknefs,  that 

the  general  could  form  no  accurate 

judgmcat^ 
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']adgfiiefit>  either  as  to  the  coodi- 
tioB  or  the  dirpciicions  of  the  eoc* 
1117 ;  aod  as  a  conftant  firing  was 
ftill  heard  in  different  parts  of  the 
hacBf  thefe  circunflaoces,  all  toge- 
ther, prevented  his  veuturing  to 
)>ttrfoe  the  enemy,  in  their  ftight 
and  confofton  acroTs  the  moraft. 
They  were,  however,  every  where 
repulfed ;  bat  as  that  wa«  done 
eli'ewhere  with  lefs  difficulty,  fo 
their  lofs  was  proportionally  fmal- 
ler.  As  the  day  cleared,  the  works 
and  ditches  near  the  Ebenezar  re- 
doubt, prefented  fach  a  fpedade 
of  killed  and  woonded,  as  fome  of 
the  officers  and  foldiers  faid»  had 
only  been  equalled  at  Bunker's 
hill.  At  ten  o'clock,  the  enemy 
requefted  a  truce,  with  leave  to 
bury  the  dead,  and  carry  off  the 
wounded ;  the  firft  was  granted  ; 
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Umff  had  fabfiffed  on  the  Amerf* 
can  fide,  from  D'Efiaing's  ran* 
moaing  the  place  to  farreoder  to 
the  arms  of  the  French  King  only, 
- "  Ifowever  thefe  things  might  be, 
nothing  ^  was '  thought  of  after  by 
either  party;  but  the  means  of  get** 
ting  away,  with  the  greateft  poffi- 
ble  fpeed  and  fafety.  Bat  it  waa 
neceflary  to  maik'this  porpofe,  bjr 
fiill  fupporting  the  appearance  of  a 
blockade.  The  removal  of  the 
French  heavy  artillery,  baggage^ 
fick,  and  woonded,  was  partica- 
iarly  a  work  of  time,  labour,  and 
difficulty.  Great  civilities  noiv 
paflfed  between  the  French  camp 
and  the  Briti(h  lines;  and  num. 
beliefs  apologies  were  offered,  for 
the  refnfal  with  refped  to  the  wo. 
men  and  children.  They  were 
now  preffed  to  place  themfelves  in 


bot  a  reffridion  laid  in  point  of    the  iituation  which  they  had  then 


diftance  as  to  the  red. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy,  in  killed 
and  wounded,  was,  by  the  loweft 
calculations,  efti mated  from  a  thou- 
fand  to  twelve  hundred  men.  The 
French  acknowledged  44  officers, 
and  about  700  private  men,  on 
their  fide  only.  The  amount  of 
the  American  lofs  was  not  acknow- 
ledged.  It  was  faid,  that  nothing 
but  mutual  reproach,  and  the  moft 
violent  animofity,  now  took  place 
between  the  new  allies.  Each  ac* 
cnfed  the  other  with  bad  conduct 
or  bad  performance,  and  being  the 
author  of  his  own  particular  lofs 
or  difgrace.  It  was  even  faid,  that 
the  troops  on  both  fides  were  with 
difficolty  reftrained  from  proceed- 
iag  to  extremities ;  and  that  the 
French  and  American  commanders 
and  principal  officers,  were  as  little 
fittbfied  with  each  other  as  the  pri- 
me  men.  It  was  likewife  (up* 
tfM,  dut  a  flrong  previous  jca< 


requeued ;  and  a  particular  ihip 
of  war  and  commander  were  nam* 
ed,  for  the  reception  of  Mrs.  Pre* 
voft,  her  children,  and  company* 
The  anfwer  was  blunt  and  fol- 
dierly;  that  what  had  been  once 
refufed,  and  that  in  terms  of  in- 
fult,  could  not  in  any  circumfiance 
be  deemed  worth  the  acceptance. 

The  celebrated  Poli(h  Count  Fo- 
laflti,  whefe  name  has  been  fo  often 
mentioned  in  the  American  war, 
was  morully  wounded  in  this  ac- 
tion. M.  D'Eftaing  himfelf  was 
forely  woanded  in  two  places. 
Major-General  de  Fontange,  with 
fome  other  French  officers  of  di. 
ffindion,  were  likewife  wounded. 
The  lofs  on  the  Britifli  fide  was  in* 
conceivably  fmall.  Too  mach 
conid  not  be  faid  in  praife  of 
every  order  of  men  who  compofed 
the  defence  of  the  Savannah.  The 
loyalifts  of  both  the  Carolioaa 
were  diftioguiihed ;  nor  ihould  it 
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be  forgotten,  that  the  captains  and 
failors  of  the  tranfports  took  their 
iUtion  in  the  batteries*  with  the 
fame  alacrity  as  their  brethren  in 
the  royal  fervice. 

In  fomething  more  than  a  week, 
riA  ,  Q.u  "P<>"  ^^  clearing  ap  of 
Oa.  18th.  afog,itwasdifcovered, 
that  the  French  and  Americans  had 
abandoned  their  camps  in  the  pre- 
ceding night.  Some  purfait  was 
snade,  but  it  was  foon  found,  that 
they  had  broken  down  all  the 
bridges  behind  them,  and  purfued 
their  refpediive  roots  with  the 
grcateft  celerity.  It  was  compated» 


that  the  French  did  not  lofe  lefs  !«. 
every  way,  than  1500  men  on  thit 
adventure.  Their  commander  fbood 
his  fleet  as  much  out  of  heart  and 
condition,  and  nearly  as  iickly  at 
his  army.  He  accordingly  totally 
abandoned  the  coaft  of  America, 
about  the  ift  of  November,  and  pro- 
ceeded  with  the  greater  part  of^  hit 
fleet  dire£lly  to  France;  the  reft 
having  returned  to  the  Weft- Indies. 
Such  was  the  beginning  and  ending 
of  M.  D'£(laing's  American  cam- 
paign; and  foch  the  iflue  of  the 
great  defigns  he  had  formed ,  and  thii 
mighty  hopes  he  had  conceived^ 
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•  a  nnHB  new  year  was  o(Kcr^ 
1^  X  ^  in  with  the  rtoft 
iiolent  gale  of  wind  that  has  l>een 
experienced  fince  the  ceoiarkable 
bne  that  happen6d  in  the  begin- 
ning erf  the  prcfent  century.  It  is 
In^wffible  for  as  to  fpiare  room  to 
enaneratcl  on^-third  of  the  mif- 
chiefs  and  atctdents  it  prodaced: 
Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  the  danger 
was  aniterfat  i  and  that  every  pub- 
.  lie  and  private  bmlding  in  and 
Bear  the  oietropofis^  as  well  as  the 
ihipping  in  the  river,  fnffi^incd 
ibiDt  damage  from  its  tempeftaoas 
tiolence.  We  (hall  add  th*  fol- 
lowing accident,  as  a  proof  of  the 
truth  oif  our 'aiTertiOn. 

A  ftack  of  chiranies  was  blown 
lown  at  the  Queen^s  palace,  which 
broke  through  the  roof  into  the 
ipartmeAts  Sf  three  of  the  young 
Princes.  Their  Majellies  got  op 
jUki  wcQt  into  all  the  apartments, 
to  fee  if  aiiry  of  the  children  or  fa- 
pil^  were  htiirt,  but  no  difafter 
iHid  feappened  to  them ;  theifgh  it 
iku  next  to  a  miracle,  that  the 
ihrae  Princes  above  mentioned  were 
«  kiHed  in  their  beds. 

Advices  from  Oxford,  Cam- 
llim»  Norwich,  and  alraoft  eve- 
"ifmf  and  town  6f  the  kingdom^ 

'    I^OL.  XXII. 


9lt(o  menition  great  damages  to  have 
been  foftained  in  public  anA  pH« 
vate  property,  from  tbe  fame 
caufe. 

By  the  above  gale  of  wind,  gnnt 
damage  was  dope  to  the  (hipmng 
all  around  th^  ifland.  The  York 
Eaft-indiaman,  juft  arrived  from 
Bengal,  was  run  aifliore  id  Mar- 
gate Roads;  and  from  varioos  ac- 
counts received  from  the  fea-ports^ 
it  is  computed  that  upwards  of 
306  veflels  have  been  loft,  in  which 
a  6)nfiderable  number  of  mariners 
hai^e  periihed.  What  is  very  re- 
markable and  providential,  the 
ibotliern  channel  felt  none  of  its 
fury,  (0  that  the  fleet  of  no^erchant- 
men  and  convoy,  which  had  juft 
failed  from  St.  Helen's,  p][oceeded 
on  their  voyage  without  knowing 
that  flinch  a  ftorm  ha<f  happened. 

ExiraSl  of  a  Letttr  from  an  Officer 
on  board  the  Ritffol  Mam  of  War, 
idltd  Spithead,  Jan.  i.  contain^ 
ing  an  Account  of  tki  rmnning 
dvwn  of  the  London   Eaft-lndia^ 


*'  We, failed  from  hence  on  Sa- 
tnrday  I^fl  the  26th  ult.  with  one 
of  the  fined  fleeu  ever  feen ;  but, 
alas !  we  met  with  our  ufual  ill- 
luck.  On  Monday  lail,  oflF  Berry- 
Head,  it  blowing  a  frcih  breeze, 
and   under   clofe-reefed   top-fails, 
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the  wind  at  fouth-weft,  being  near 
the  London  Ead-lndiaman,  and 
finding  we  could  not  weather  her, 
(he  on  one  tack  and  we  on  the 
other,  we  bore  away,  during  which, 
ihc  clapped  her  helm  a-weather, 
and  we  ran  right  on  board,  which 
i^ove  in  her  bow;  in  half  an  hour 
ihe  fuhk,  and  the  greater  part  df 
her  crew  pcriihed  ;  out  of  160  only 
50  were  laved !  ic  was  a  mod  dif- 
inal  icene  to  behold  the  men  (land- 
ing on  the  -gunnel  as  (he  went 
down.  What  rendered  the  {cene 
Hill  more  melancholy,  a  man  of 
war's  boat  with  feveral  hands,  who 
very  humanely,  at  the  rifque  of 
their  own  lives,  iiad  picked  up 
ten  or  eleven  of  the  London's  crew, 
and  were  endeavouring  to  fave 
more,  got  diredly  over  the  place 
where  (he  went  down,  the  fudion 
o^  which  was  fo  greats  that  it  drew 
the  boat  under,  and  ,  they  all 
periihed.  More  of  the  crew  would 
have  been  faved,  but  that  they 
were  kept  at  the  pumps  too  long, 
in  order,  if  poflible,  to  fave  the 
fhip.  Our  head  and  cut^watcr  are 
entirely  gone,  and  our  bowfprit, 
I  believe,  is  fprung,  as  we  carried 
away  the  fore -mail  and  bowfprit. 
We  faved  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
hands.  The  Refource  was  fcnt 
by  the  admiral  to  take  care  of  us, 
fearing  we  might  prove  leaky ; 
but,  thank  G^,  we  are  not, 
though  her  anchor 'went  through 
our  bow.'* 

^  J  At  fix  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, a  dreadful  (ire  broke  out 
at  Greenwich ,-  h<^pitai«  which 
burnt  moll  fqrioudy.  At  ten 
o'clock  the  chapel  (the  moil  beau- 
tiful in  the  kingdoip,}  the  dome 
on  the  fcuth-eall  quarter  of  the 
building,  and  the  great  dining- 
hail,  were  entirely  coofumed.    The 


refervoirs  at  the  top  of  the  buiU- 
ing  were  unfortunately  almoft 
empty,  and  no  water  to  be  had 
fur  fome  time,  but  by  a  line  of 
penfioners  who  handed  buckets 
from  the  Thames;  but  this  fapply 
was  fo  very  inadequate,  that  the 
(ire  r^ged  for  feveral  hours  with  ' 
unreftrained  fury^  a  great  many  of 
the  wards  were  deilroyed,  and  the 
wed  wing,  in  which  is  the  beauti- 
ful painted  •  hall,  was  in  great 
danger,  as  the  wind  fet  that  way. 
About  eleven  o'clock  feveral  ca- 
gines  arrived  from  London,  and 
the  fire  was  got  under  in  the  even- 
ing. The  damage  done  is  im- 
inenfej  and  it  will  coH  a  very  large 
fum  to  redore  the  hofpital  to  its 
former  beauty  and  elegance.  The 
(ire  began  in  the  taylor's  (hop» 
wherein  the  ^en  had  been  at  %i^rk: 
the  preceding  day,  but  had  ming*- 
led  holiday  rejoicing  too  much  witb 
their  labours. 

The  following  are  the  wards  burnt 
down  at  the  late  (ire  at  Greenwich- 
hofpital,  vi«.  King's,  Queen':^ 
Prince  of  Wales,  Duke  of  York's, 
and  Anfon's,  befides  two  or  three 
others  con(iderably  damaged  that 
are  in  that  quarter  :  the  walls 
however  of  the  mall,  together  with 
that  of  the  chapel,  ren»ain  nearly 
entire.  The  grand  hall  has  not 
fullained  the  lead  injury,  the  fire 
being  confined  to  the  fouih-ead 
quarter. 

Being  the  day  appointed  for  . 
,  the  trial  of  Admiral  Kcppel  ^ 
at  Portfmouth,  at  nine  ib  the  morn- 
ing Admiral  Pye,  as  admiral  of  the 
white,  and  prefident  of  the  court* 
martial,  hoidcd  his  dag  00  board 
the  Britannia.     Set  ylppeiuiix* 

Eiiinburgh^  Jan.  8.  The  tOWnS 
of  Glafgow,  Perth,  Dundee,  Don- 
feraiiine,     Kilroaroock,    .  Stirling, 

Dttnfe, 


C  H  R  O  N 

D^nfe^  Sic,  and  a  great  many 
^chersj  entered  into  refolutions  to 
oppofe  to  the  utmoft  any  relaxation 
of  the  laws  againit  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholicks. 

A  great  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Glafgotv  alfo  formed  tKem- 
felves  into  a  fociety  to  oppofe  the 
itoman  Catholick  bill,  the  fame  as 
the  fociety  ac  Edinburgh*  under  the 
denomination  of  friencb  to  the  Pro* 
teftant  intereft. 

Ki'rJkvaJi,  in  Orkney,  December  1 2. 
The    Brig    Fortune     is     rerurned 
from   Sulifkery  to    Stromnels  h<ir- 
bour,    having    carried    home    the 
nine  men  who  had  been  left  upon 
that  rock,  all   of  them   in  better 
health  than  could   have   been  ex- 
pefled.     They  were   19  days  and 
nights  upon  the  iiland,  the  great- 
ell  part  of  that  time  being  as  tern- 
peftuous  weather  as  has  been  known 
there  for  many  winters  pall.     They 
bailt  a  hut  for  themfelyes  of  (lone 
and    fods,     the    wooden     battons 
which    they    carried     along    with 
them    to   kill    the  feals  fupported 
the   roof,  ^hich  was   of   fod   and 
foal-fkin  ;    but   it  could  not  keep 
out  the  rain  and  fpray  from   the 
ica,  with  which  the  ^vhoie  ifland  is 
covered  when  th.J  wind  blows  high. 
As   they  had   no    fire,   they   con- 
tented themfeives  with  eating  the 
flefli  of  young  feals  raw,  different 
Jdnds    of   fea    we&d,    particularly 
dalfo,  and  a  confiJerable  quantity 
of  fcurvy  -  grafs.      They    fuifered 
moll  by  want  of  blankets  to  keep 
tbem   warm    in    the    night   time. 
They  endeavoured  to  fupply  this 
b]jr  onatfj  which  they  made  of  long 
iiqtbered   grafs,    with    which    this 
ilwfid  is  covered  in  the  winter  fea- 
f^V^bot  ^  thefe  and  their  clothes 
w^.^nftantly  wet,  it  did  not  an- 
fverthe  intention. 
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At  Hicks's  Hall  ycfter- 
day,  John  Powcl  was  tried 
on  an  indidlment  for  dealing  dead 
bodies  out  of  the  burying-ground 
of  St.  George's,  Hanovcr-fquare ; 
when  he  was  fentenced  to  be  pub- 
lickly  whipped,  which  was  imme- 
diately inllifted. 

At  the  Quarter- feffions  of  the 
Peace  for  Surry,  held  at  St.  Mar- 
garet's-hill,  Souihwark,  Humphry 
Finniniore,  Efq;  a  perfon  of  70 
years  of  age,  and  who  has  an  in- 
come of  upwards  of  500 !.  a  year> 
was  con V idled  of  flcaling  hvc  tur* 
kies,  the  property  of  Thomas 
Humphries,  mailer  of  the  Gipfy- 
houfe,  near  Norwood. 

The  feflions  ended  at  the  >;.i 
Old  Bailey,  when  the  fol-  ^^^^* 
lowing  prifoners  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  Pierre  Mafleau,  for 
burglarioufly  breaking  and  enter- 
ing  the  dwelling -houfe  of  John. 
Harriot,  the  White  Horfc  Cellar, 
in  Piccadilly,  with  an  intent  to 
(leal ;  he  was  recommended  by 
the  jury  as  an  objedl  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  mercy ;  John  Hutton,  for 
ilealing  a  lamb,  the  property  of  John 
V^inten,  but  of  the  (heep-pens  in 
Smithlield  ;  Henry  Hall,  William 
Helfdon,  and  Thomas  Ofborn,  for 
a  burglary  in  the  dwelling- houfe 
of  Mr.  Wood,  at  Mill  Hill,  Hen- 
don,  and  Healing  a  quantity  of 
houfehold  furniture  ;  William  Binns 
and  John  Bird,  for  robbing  Anne 
Hanams  on  ihe  highway  of  a  bun- 
dle of  linen. 

Philip  Sherwin,  for  a  rape  on  his 
ovyn  daughter,  a  child  of  ten  years 
of  age,  was  acquitted. 

Plymouth,  Jan,  26.  On  Satur- 
day night  lali,  between  the  hours 
of  1 1  ^nd  12,  a  man  was  difcovcr- 
ed  on  the  wall  of  the  deck-yard, 
nej»r  the  hemp  houfe.     The  v\atch- 
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man  Rationed  there,  immediately 
fired,  on  which  he  jumped  off,  atid 
although  iniUntly  purfued  could 
not  be  found.  The  method  he 
made  ufe  of  to  get  on  the  wall,  was 
by  the  means  of  a  large  fifh-hook 
fattened  to  a  fmall  cord :  this  was 
thrown  over  the  wall,  by  which 
means  he  hauled  himfelf  up  :  in 
his  hand  he  took  a  fmati  rope  with 
a  bafkec  fixed  to  it,  in  which  was 
contained  a  pint  bottle  of  gunpow- 
der, feme  match,  and  a  dark  lan- 
tern :  it  was  fuppofed  he  intended 
(when  got  on  the  wall)  to  pall 
thefe  materials  after  him.  A  long 
piece  of  match  was  fattened  to  the 
bottle,  and,  what  is  very  remark- 
able, a  window  of  the  hemp-houfe 
was  left  open  at  the  place  he 
afcended.  The  fcheme  feems  highly 
probable  to  have  been  concerted, 
as  it  happened  on  a  very  dark  night, 
and  when  the  yard-men  were  paid 
off,  as  on  thofe  nights  they  gene- 
rally drink  rather  freely.  Several 
of  the  people  belonging  to  the 
hemp  houfe  have  been  examined, 
but  nothing  has  tranfpired  to  eJSefl 
a  difco\  ery. 

Di£t>,  On  the  2orh  of  this 
mouih,  in  the  morning,  at  his 
hcufe  en  the  Adelphi'  Tcrrnce, 
univerfally  lamented,  David  Gar- 
rick,  Efq;  the  firit  of  a^ors,  ti.c 
moll  affe^ionatc  hulband,  the 
kindeil  relation,  the  moll  gene- 
rous beneraftor,  and  the  warmeft 
friend.  By  his  uncommon  thea- 
trical talents,  he,  for  near  forty 
years,  continued  to  command  the 
unbounded  applaufe  of  an  admir- 
ing public,  and  gave  a  new  ?ul»re 
and  dignity  to  the  profefHon  iifclf, 
of  which  be  was  fo  didinguifhed 
an  ornament.  In  private  life  he 
wa<  fo  amiable,  that  he  was  not 
o'>Iy  the  familiar  companion,  but 


the  intimate  friend,  of  feme  ofthe 
firil  charaders  ofthe  age,  by  whom 
his  lofs  is  moll  feverely  felt,  and 
moll  iincerely  regretted.  He  had 
for  many  years  been  unfortunately 
afHi Aed  with  fits  of  the  Aone  and 
gravel,  which  at  length  affe^ed 
his  kidnies,  and  occafioned  hit 
death,  in  the  fixty-fecood  year  or 
his  age.  For  the  lad  four  days  of 
his  life  he  laboured  under  a  fup- 
pre ffion  of  urine,  whjch  brought 
on  a  mortification,  and  thence  put 
a  period  to  his  exiflence  :  as  is 
ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  he  expired 
without  exprefling  the  leaft  ienfa- 
tion  of  pain,  nor  did  be  appear  to 
have  felt  any  for  more  than  thirty 
hours  preceding  the  moment  of  his 
death. 

The  managers  of  Drury-Lane, 
as  a  token  of  their  regard  for  Mr. 
Garrick's  memory,  (hut  op  the 
houfe  as  foon  as  they  heard  of  his 
death,  and  no  play  was  performed 
there  that  evening.  The  compli- 
ment was  not  handfomer  than  it 
was  juft. 

Mr.  Garrick's  diforder  was,  (as 
Mr.  Pott  predided  previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  body)  the  palfy  in 
the  kidnies,  which  mouldered 
away  on  being  handled.  The 
dudls  leading  from  the  kidnies  to 
the  bladder  were  fo  flopped,  that 
a  probe  would  not  pafs  through 
them,  in  the  bladder  was  a  (lone 
the  (ize  of  a  pullet's  egg  ;  but 
with  that  he  might  have  lived 
many  years.  Twelve  months  fmcc 
Mr.  Pott  fearchcd  the  bladder, 
and  no  Hone  was  there;  fo  that  it 
mod  have  accumulated  within  that 
time ;  the  heart,  liver,  and  lungs 
were  found,  the  intedines  adhered 
to  the  fides  ;  and  Mr.  Pott  declared 
he  never  faw  a  fubjed  fo  inter- 
nally fat. 

The 
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The  exa^  amount  of  the  daty 
on  hops  for  i77S>  is  160,345!. 
9s.  9d.  which  is  115,0001.  more 
than  any  former.  The  fiock  in 
hand  is  nearly  equal  to  four  years 
confumption. 


FEBRUARY. 

-  Thecorpfc  of  David  Gar- 
rick,  E(q;  was  interred  in 
Wefiminfier  A*>bey,  with  great 
funeral  pomp  and  folemnicy. 
— ^->His  pall  was  fapported  by 
Lord  Camden,  Earl  of  OiTory, 
Right  Hon.  Mr.  Rigby,  Hon.  Mr. 
Stanley,  J.  Patterfon,  Efq;  Duke 
of  Devonfhire,  Earl  Spencer,  Vif- 
count  Palmerfton,  Sir  Watkin 
WillUms  Wynne^  Albany  WaU 
lis,  Efq;  And,  from  his  late  honfe 
on  the  Adelphi  Terrace,  thohearfe 
was  fblk>wed  by  mere  than  j;0 
coaches  of  the  principal  nobility 
and  gentry  in  and  about  the  me* 
tropolis. 

By  his  will,  he  left  his  bud  of 
'Shakefpeare  (after  his  wife's  death,) 
and  his  colledtion  of  old  plays,  to 
the  Britifh  Mufeum ;  and  the  houfes 
in  Drory-Lane,  which  he  bought 
of  the  ^und  for  decayed  a^ors  of 
the  theatre  there,  back  again  to 
that  fund*  As  the  public  xis  no 
farther  interefted  in  his  will,  it 
were  wafle  of  room  to  record  it. 
He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Here- 
ford, and  baptifed  Feb.  28,  1716. 
His   will  is  dated  September  24, 

a 78,  and  he  died  Jan.  20,  1779. 
p  is  faid  to  have  died  worth 
100,000 1.  He  appointed  Lord 
Camden,    Right    Hon.     Richard 

abj,  John  Patteribn,  Efq;  and 
any  WiUis,  Efq;  e^cecutort  tf 
IdiwilL 


Ediuhurgb,  Feb.  3.  On  Friday 
lall,  copies  of  the  tollowing  letter 
were  dropt  in  the  different  flreecs 
and  lanes  in  the  c^y  of  Ediq- 
burgh. 

**  Men  and  Brethren, 

*'  Whoever  (hall  find  this  letter 
will  take  as  a  warning  to  meet  at 
Leith  Wynd  on  WcJnefday  next 
in  the  evening,  to  pull  dpwn  that 
pillar  of  Popery  lately  ere^ed 
there. 

A   PROTKSTaKT. 

Edinburgh ^jMi.  29,  1779* 

•*  P.  S.  Pleafe  to  read  this  care- 
fully,  keep  it  clean,  and  drop  it 
fomewhere  cUe.  For  King  and 
Country.  Unity." 

In  confequence  of  this  letter,  a 
mob  laft  night  aflembled  at  a  houfe 
at  the  foot  of  Chalmer's  Clofe, 
part  of  which  was  intended  for  a 
Popiih  church,  but  had  not  hither- 
to been  occupied ;  the  reft  of  the 
building  was  poflefTed  by  a  clergy.- 
man  of  that  profedion.  They  be« 
gan  by  breaking  the  windows,  bat 
their  number  being  greatly  in* 
creared,'they  proceeded  to  deftroy 
the  furniture,  and  at  laft  fet  it  on 
fire.  The  magiftrates  attended, 
and  ufed  tvtty  means  in  their 
power  to  prevent  them  from  ac- 
compliihing  their  defign,  but  in 
vain  ;  for  notwichftanding  their 
efHarts,  and  thofe  of  the  city  guard, 
and  a  party  of  the  fouth  fenci* 
bles,  the.  whole  in  fide  of  the  houfe 
was  reduced  to  aflies.  This  fore- 
noon a  party  of  the  fame  rioters^ 
it  is  imagined,  attacked  the  chapel 
in  Black-friars-wynd,  the  whole 
furniture  of  which,  together  with  a 
vahubie  colledlion  of  books,  &c.  they 
either  deftroyed  or  carried  off*.    Af- 
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ter  which  they  broke  the  windows, 
&c.  of  feveral  individuals  whom 
they  knew  to  be  Catholics.  The 
magi  drat  s  this  day  iflued  a  pro- 
clamation defiripg  mailers  to  keep 
in  their  fervatfts  and  apprentices  ; 
aotwithftanding  which,  great  num- 
bers afTemhled  in  the  evening  in 
the  College-court*  with  an  inten* 
tion,  as  they  faid,  of  knocking 
down  the  houfe  of  Principal  Ro- 
bertfon,  who,  they  imagined,  fa- 
voured the  Popilh  bill :  fortunate- 
ly a  party  of  Dragoons  arriving 
before  they  could  effcd  their  pur- 
pofe»  they  difperfed,  and  left  the 
city  in  peace,  on  being  afTured  by 
the  magiftrate;,  that  all  thoughts 
of  bringing  in '  the  bill  were  laid 
afide. 

,  This  day,  by  virtue  of  a 
^  •'  comc^ifCon  froni  his  Majefty, 
the  following  bills  received  the 
royal  aflent,  viz. 

The  bill  for  more  fpeedy  and 
expeditious  recruiting  his  Majefly*s 
land  forces  arid  marines. 

The  bill  for  better  regulating 
his  Majeily's  marine  forces  when 
00  ihorc. 

The  bill  for  allowing  the  im- 
portation of  fine  Italian  organzined 
thrown  (i!k  for  a  limited  time. 

The  bill  for  the  better  preferva- 
tion  of  the  oyHcr  fiOiery  at  Whit- 
fiable ;  and  alfo  to  feveral  private 
bills. 

The  Lieutenant  and  Midfhip- 
man  who  entered  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Oxford,  and  impredcd  his  (hop- 
man,  received  judgment  on  Wed- 
nefday  in  the  Court  of  King's 
bench,  to  pay  each  a  fine  of  13s. 
4d.  and  to  be  imprifoned  for  one 
month  in  the  King's-bench. 

nth  ^**  ^"^*^  *"  ^^^  Ecdefi. 

^  aftical  Court,  Doftors  Com- 

mons,    the    long    depending    fuit 


brought  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Selloii« 
Ref^r  of  Clerkenwell,  againft  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Jones, 
for  preaching  in  Northamptmi 
Chapel  without  leave  of  the  in- 
cumbent (Mr.  Sellon),  or  m  U«* 
cence  of  the  bifhop ;  when  the 
judge  condemned  the  defendants 
in  colls  of  fuit^  and  ordered  a 
writ  of  monition  to  (but  up  the 
chapel. 

Laft  night  when  the  news  ^ 
arrived  from  Portfmouth  of  *  * 
the  honourable  acquittiLl  of  Admi* 
ral  Keppel  by  the  Court-Mardal* 
the  windows  of  the  hoyfes  in  the 
principal  (Ireets  of  London  an4 
WeftminAer  were  illuminated  with 
lamps,  candles,  &c.  and  different 
devices,  and  the  portico  of  the 
Manfion-boufip  was  illuminated  with 
upwards  of  300  gla(s  l^mps. 

The  bells  of  feveral  churches 
were  rung,  guns  (red,  and  other 
demonilrations  of  joy  prevailed. 

A  guard,  both  horfe  and  foot, 
was  placed  before  the  houfe  lately 
occupied  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  in 
Pall-Mali,  which  went  o(F  abou( 
one,  foon  after  which,  the  mod 
having  (ir(l  broke  all  the  lyindows 
of  that  houfe,  proceeded  to  break 
open  the  door,  deilroyed  great  part 
of  the  furniture,  and  threw  the  red 
out  of  the  windows.  The  guard 
was  again  fent.for,  and  feveral  of 
the  rioters  taken  in  the  houfe,  an^ 
committed  to  prifon. 

The  windows  and  door$  of  Lord 
George  Germain's  houfe  in  Pall- 
Mali,  were  like  wife  demoli(hed. 

Moft  of  the  windows  of  the  Ad- 
miralty  were  deftroyed  by  the  mob, 
who  took  the  gates  from  the  hinges 
and  thereby  got  into  the  Court- 
yard. 

A  party  of  the  mob  alfo  broke 

all  the  fedan  chairs  near  the  Aa- 

miralty. 
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mSraltyj  and  made  a  bonfire  with 
tkem  before  the  gates.  Some  of 
the  mot)  feemed  not  to  be  of  the 
lower  clafs. 

Aboat  three  o'clock  an  attack 
was  made  upon  Lord  North's 
houfe,  in  Downing-flreet,  where 
the  rioters,  after  breaking  the 
windows*  biirft  open  the  (butters, 
and  attempted  to  get  into  the 
houfe.  In  about  half  an  hour  a 
fmall  party  of  foot  guards  appear- 
ed, which  was  foon  followed  by  a 
detachment  of  horfe.  Juftice  Ad- 
dington  attended  at  Lord  North's, 
and  read  the  Riot-A6l.  Sixteen  of 
the  ring-leaders  were  fecured,  and 
the  reft  fufFered  to  efcape. 

Capt.  Hood's  houfe  in  Harlcy- 
fireet,  foffered  alfo  in  the  fame 
manner ;  as  likewife  the  houfe  of 
Lord  Mulgrave  in  Berkeley-fquare. 

Effigies  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  were 
carried  about,  fufpended  by  the 
neck,  and  afterwards  burnt. 

.  This  evening   there  was 

again  a  general  illumina- 
tion throughout  the  cities  of  Lon- 
don and  Weftminfter.  The  Mo- 
nument  was  finely  illuminated. 

A  Court  of  Common  Council 
was  held,  and  a  motion  made  and 
fecondcd,  that  the  thanks  of  the 
court  be  given  to  the  Honourable 
Aoguftus  Keppel,  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Another  motion  was  made,  and 
the  queftion  put>  that  the  freedom  of 
(this  city  be  prefented  to  Admiral 
Keppel  in  a  box  made  of  heart 
ofoakf  richly  ornamented.  Agreed 
to. 

Yefterday  one  James  Do« 


17th. 


nally  was    brought    before 


Sir  John  Fielding  in  fiow-ftteet, 
b||r  Lord*Fielding,  eldeft  Ton  of  the 
brl  of  Denbigh,  charged  with 
*ttwptuig»  at  two  different  times* 


VIZ.   on    Saturday    and    Monday, 
(the  firft   of  which   limes   he  got 
away  from  his  lor-  fliip,  who  then 
attempted  to  fecure  him]l  to  extort 
money  from  his  lordftiip,  by  threat- 
ening to  accufc  him  of  unnatural 
crimes.      And    this    day   he   was 
again   examined,   when  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Fielding,  the  younger  fon  of 
Lord  Denbigh,  appeared  alfo,  and 
fwore,  that  on   Saturday  laft    the 
prifoner  attacked  him  in.  the  fame 
manner,  threatened  to  accufe  him 
of  unnatural  crimes  if  he  did  not 
give  him    money,   and   infolently 
bid  Mr.  Fielding  take  care  what 
he  was    about,    as   he,   Donally, 
would    charge  him    with   the  faft 
at  fuch  a  time  that  Mr.  Fielding 
could  not  prove  an  Alibi.     This 
Old  Bailey  expreffion  obtained  half  a 
guinea  from  Mr.  fielding;  but  the 
villain,    not  content  with  it,  al- 
though   the   whole    Mr    Fielding 
had  in  his  pocket,  infifted  on  more, 
when  Mr.  Fielding  went  to  a  Gro- ' 
cer,  whom   the  Earl  of  Denbigh 
dealt  with,  and  borrowed  a  guinea, 
which   he  alfo  gave   to  Donally, 
when  the  latter  went  away,  and 
Mr.  Fielding  was  obliged   to  re-  - 
turn  home  for  another  half  guinea 
to  go  to  the  play.     He  was  imme- 
diately committed  for  a  highway 
robbery  on  Mr.  Fielding. 

The  feflions  ended  at  the  , 
Old  Bailey, when  the  above  '9^"' 
mentioned  James  Donally  was  ca- 
pitally convidied  of  the  above  of- 
fence. The  prifoner  in  hts  defence 
urged  a  point  of  law,  and  fubmit- 
ted  it  to  the  judges,  Buller  and 
Perryn,  whether  it  was  a  (Ireet 
robbery.  He  alfo  faid  that  the 
charge  was  never  thought  of  till 
Mr.  Fielding  came  to  the  public- 
office  in  Bow  -  ftreet,  where  Sir 
John  Fielding  pat  it  into  the  pro- 
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iecotor's  head.  This  was  pofi* 
lively  deoied  by  Lord  and  Iff* 
Fielding*  oo  oadi.  Jodge  Bailer 
obTenred  to  tlie  jpry,  that  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  prifoner's  defence 
was  an  high  aggravation  of  his 
offence;  for  he  accofed  Sir  John 
Fielding  of  fubornation,  and  Lord 
and  Mr.  Fielding  with  abfolnte 
perjury.  With  regard  to  the  fbr- 
aer  part  of  it*  his  lordfliip  6b- 
fervecif  that  to  conflitute  a  high- 
way robbery  there  was  no  neceffity 
for  corporal  fear ;  for  if  a  perfon 
gives  his  money  under,  terror  of 
niind,  juid  compnlfively*  and 
againft  his  will*  or  for  feiM^  of 
lofs  of  c&ara^er*  it  is  in  law  efta- 
bliihed  to  be  a  capital  offence  t 
nor  was  there  anv  neceffity  for  a 
perfon  (o  giving  his  money  to  be 
m  dread  of  his  life  by  4  charge 
exhibited  againft  him:  it  was  faf- 
ficient  that  the  money  was  obtained 
under  terror  of  mina«  &c.  Undef 
this  direction  the  jory  found  him 
giiilty;  but  Jjudge  BuUer  reQ>ited 
^ntence  until  the  opinion  of  the 
twelve  judges  can  be  hadt  he  tak* 
sng  the  verdi^  of  the  ja^»  that 
**  the  money  was  obtJunea  under 
terror  of  mind." 

Ofn  the  fame  day*  the  following 
€onvi&  received  featence  of  death : 
Robert  Dare*  for  robbing  his 
miflrefs  of  a  gold  Hide ;  John  Rich- 
mond, for  £>a(ie- breaking;  James 
Wooley«  for  ftealing  ffockings  ; 
John  Huddey*  for  burglary  ;  Naph- 
thali  Jacobs*  a  Jcw»  for  ffealing 
"^kitchea  farnitnre*  &&;  William 
Germain*  for  horfe-ffeaiing ;  Fred. 
John  Euflace*  for  ftealiag  lioan* 
&c.;  Sarah  Hill*  for  Healing  wear- 
ing apparel ;  Thomai  Norman* 
for  a  lircet  robbery ;  Rowland 
Kidgley*  who  in  December  feffion 
.was  ooaviQtd  of  having  ia'liis  poT- 


feffion  a  certain  implemeal  te 
coining*  and  wbofe  judgment  w{U 
refpited  for  the  opinion  of  tm 
judges. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  to  b^ 
iffued  for  eleding  a  member  for 
Scarborough  in  the  room  of  Sir 
jHugh  Paliiler,  who  has  accepiai 
the  place  oi  ftewa^i  of  the  wee 
Chiltcrn  hundreds. 

The  amount  of  the  emplmrmentf 
refigned  ^  Sir  Hugh  Paliiier*  visl 
his  feat  at  the  Board  of  Admtrali|r 
and  his  Lieutenancy  of  the  Ma« 
rities*  amouuM  to  no  iefs  a  (dm  than 
4*cool.  per  annum. 


About  one  o'clock  this 


2oth« 


day,  the  deputation  of  al- 
dermen and  commons  of  Loadoo^ 
waited  upon  Admiral  Keppel*  at 
his  hoofe  in  Andley-ffreet,  wbrrt 
they  delivered  him  ij»  freedom  of 
the  city  of  London  sn  .a  box  made 
of  heart  of  oak*  ornamented  with 
gold.  Having  refreSied  them* 
lelves*  they  fet  oat  at  3  o?clock* 
in  the  following  proceflion*  to 
dine  at  the  London  Tavern*  in 
the  city:  The  two  city  marihals 
on  hprfeback*  their  horfes  adorn- 
ed with  blue  ribbons;  Alderman 
Crofby*  as  fenior  aldierman*  in  his 
own  coach*  with  a  iailor  behind 
carrying  a  blue  flag*  with  the 
word  KEPF&L  in  large  red  let- 
ters  :  next,  that  of  the  admiraU  in 
which  he  rode  with  Lord  R.  Ca- 
vendiih  on  bis  right  hand;  after 
them  two  or  three  naval  officers* 
the  other  aldermen,  commoners* 
and  dty-officars  in  their  own  car- 
riages. At  Charing  Crofs  the 
mob*  who  were  now  become  veqr 
numeroos*  taking  off*  the  admi- 
ral's hoifot*  drew  him  themfdveai 
and  three  failors*  after  difpladn^ 
tbe^  coachman*  got  upon  the  box^ 
where  they  hoiSed  the  flag  (torn 
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tke  aUermao's  coach.  Soon  after 
UkU,  the  proceiEon  was  joined  by 
the  Marine  Society,  with  emble- 
matical ftreamers,  whi^h  fbllowe4 
the  citv  marihalj.  At  Tcnp^c-bar 
a  band  of  martial  mafic  received 
him*  and!  another  at  the  Obeliflc, 
nt  the  bottom  of  Fleet-  dree t.  They 
arrived  at  the  London  tavern  about 
£ve  o'clock,  amidft  the  acclama- 
tions of  a  prodigious  crowd ;  and 
at  night  the  Manfion-houfe  was 
illuminated,  and  there  was  the 
moft  general  illumination  through- 
oat  London  and  Wcilminfter  evier 
known. 

^  -  The  entertainment  which 
^^  '  was  intended  for  Admiral 
Keppel  by  the  Weft -India  planters 
and  merchants,  and  which  was 
lixed  for  to-day,  was  put  off  by 
tjie  particular  defire  of  the  Admi- 
ral, from  an  apprehenfion  that  the 
excefles  which  were  committed  on 
Saturday  laft,  and  which  he  or  his 
friends  conld  not  reprefs,  might  be 
renewed  on  this  occafion. 

Died,   Ifaac  dc    Groot,   great 

Bandfon  to  the  learned  Qrotius. 
e  had  long  been  fupported  by 
j^ivate  donations,  and  at  length 
was  provided  for  in  the  Cha^er- 
^oa(t,  where  he  died.    . 


MARCH. 

«  This  day  came  on  to  be 
^^*  tried  before  Earl  Mansfield, 
at  Guildhall,  a  caufe  in  which  a 
frea  black  of  Anamaboe,  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  named  AmifTa, 
MS  plaintiff,  and  a  commander 
of  a  Liverpool  traddr,  defendant. 
The  circanftances  of  the  plaintiff's 
cafe  were  thefe :  In  the  latter  end 
af  the  year  1774,  the  defendant 
iili  lying  with  hit  ihip  at  Anama* 


boe,  and  being  in  want  of  hands* 
hired  the  pluntiff  as  a  faiior  to  af- 
fift  in  navigating  the  fhip,  and  ad- 
vanced him  pairt  of  his  wages; 
When  the  (hip  arrived  at  Montego 
Bay,  in  Jamaica,  the  plaintiff  wss 
fent  with  three  other  lailors  to  row 
fome  (laves  on  (horc,  which  the 
defendant  had  fold  to  a  planter 
there;  but  as  the  defendant  had 
previouily  fold  the  plaintiff  alfo  as 
a  flave,  the  planter  would  not  fuf- 
fer  him  to  return,  but  fent  him  up 
to  the  mountains,  and  there  em- 
ployed him  as  a  flave.  When  the 
defendant  returned  with  his  fliip 
to  Anamaboe,  he  gave  out  to  the 
plaintiff's  friends  that  he  had  died 
on  his  paffage ;  but  a  binck  hap* 
pened  to  return  to  Anamaboe  a 
year  or  two  afterwards,  and  giving 
an  account  that  he  had  left  th6 
plaintiff  in  flavery  at  Jamaica,  the 
king,  and  other  great  people  of 
the  country,  defired  Cape.  £.  who 
was  then  on  the  coait  with  his  (hip, 
on  his  arrival  at  Jamaica,  to  pnr- 
chafe  the  plaintifTs  redemption, 
and  to  fend  him  back  to  his  friends, 
the  expences  of  which  they  under- 
took to  pay  ;  and  the  better  to 
identify  his  perfon,  they  direded 
the  (on  of  one  Quaw,  a  gold-taker 
at  Anamaboe,  to  accompany  Capt. 
£.  on  his  voyage.  Soon  after 
their  arrival  at  Jamaica,  they  found 
out  the  plaintiff,  redeemed  him, 
after  a  flavery  of  near  three  years, 
and  brought  him  to  London,  where 
the  matter  was  laid  before  the  Af- 
rican Committee,  who  ordered  the 
defendant  to  be  profecated,  as  a 
means  of  deterring  captains  of 
(hips  from  the  like  praAices  in 
future.  The  learned  judge  who 
tried  the  caufe,  fummed  np  the 
evidence  with  fnitable  remarks  on 
the  good  policy  and  humanity  of 
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fuch  aAionSy  and  recommended  to 
the  j Dry  to  give  exemplary  da- 
mages, l^he  jQty,  after  (laying 
out  of  court  aboat  a  qoarter  of  an 
hour,  returned,  and  found  a  ver- 
did  for  the  plaintiiF,  with  5P0J.  da- 
mages. 

£xtraii  of  a  Litter  from  Madrid^ 
dated  Feb,  22. 

*<  An  exprefs  is  arrived  at  court 
with  an  account  of  the  follow- 
jBg  melancholy  ev/nt :— «»Count 
OReilly  having  planned  and 
built  a  new  bridge  at  Puerta  dc 
St.  Maria ;  as  foon  as  it  was  fini(h- 
cd,  the  14th  of  this  month  was 
appointed  to  confer  a  benedidion 
upon  it,  when  a  vad  number  of 
perfons  aflided  at  the  ceremony, 
m  the  middle  of  which  the  bridge 
fell  in.  The  number  of  perfons 
who  were  drowned,  killed,  or 
wounded,  is  not  yet  afceruined^ 
hut  it  is  computed  to  be  about 
600,  and  among  the  reft  the  eccle- 
£ailic  who  officiated,  and  feveral 
perfons  of  the  moll  diilingui(hed 
families  in  the  kingdom.  The 
detail  of  this  accident  forms  a  mod 
melancholy  ilory  ;  the  Countefs 
O^Reilly  was  faved  in  a  providen- 
tial manner,  while  many  noblemen 
and  ladies  who  were  alfo  there  were 
loft." 
,  ,  The   following   bills   xt- 

'    ceived  the  royal  aflent  by 
Commiffion: 

A  bill  for  raiCng  a  certain  fum 
by  annuities,  and  a  lottery. 

A  bill  for  preveotiog  mutiny  and 
defertioD. 

A  bill  for  the  better  government 
of  his  Majefty's  ftiips,  vefiels,  and 
forces  at  fea. 

A  bill  for  the  better  fupply  of 
mariners  and  feameo,  to  lervc  in 
his  Majefty'i  navy. 


A  bill  for  the  better  regolatiov 
of  mad-houfes. 

A  bill  for  raifllig  a  fond  for  the 
relief  of  the  widcrws  and  children 
of  the  clergy  in  Scotland. 

A  bill  for  the  better  relief  and 
employment  of  the  poor  in  ccruin 
hundreds  in  Suffolk. 

And  feveral  road  and  private 
bills. 

Yefterday  morning,  be-  . 
tween  two  and  three  o'clock,  '  * 
a  fire  broke  out  at  a  (hip-chand« 
ler*s  between  the  Hermitage- bridge 
and  Union-ftairs,  Wapping,  which* 
burnt  both  fides  of  the  way.  Up-^ 
wards  of  30  houfes  ia  front  werp 
confumcd,  with  moft  of  their  fur-' 
niture.  Many  hou£ts  were  byrot 
down  between  Hermitage  -  ftreet 
and  the  river ;  and  feveral  oil  and 
hemp  warehoufes,  fall  of  thofe  ar-i 
tides,  were  like  wife  confumed.  It 
is  computed  that  about  100  honiiea 
were  burnt  down  and  daroagedi, 
befides  warehoufes  with  pitch*  tar, 
mafts.  Sec.  and  other  out  build- 
ings ;  fome  (hips  were  likewife 
confumed,  and  feveral  of  the  fmal) 
craft,  &c.  damaged.  Several  per- 
fons were  buried  in  the  ruins  of  a 
houfe  which  fell  down,  but  hap* 
pily  dug  out  alive :  the  houfe  was 
thrown  down  by  the  explofion  of 
fome  gunpowder  lodged  in  the 
cellar.  Five  men  are  faid  to  be 
killed  by  the  falling  of  one  of  the 
houfes,  being  all  buried  in  the 
ruins. 

This  day  the  report  was  , 
made  to.  his  Majefty  in  ^  * 
council  by  the  Deputy -recorder,  of 
the  convidb  under  fentence  of  death 
in  Newgate :  when  the  following 
were  ordered  for  execution  on 
Wednefday  the  31ft  ioflant,  viz. 
Naphthali  Jacobs,  for  ibaling  in 
the  houfe  of  Joseph  Smithj  at  Hox- 
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ton,  a  quantity  of  kitchen  furnl- 
tare;  Rowland  Ridgley,  who  in 
Qecember  feiljon  wJI  convided  of 
having  inf  his  poflcffion  an  imple- 
ment for  coining,  and  whoife  judg- 
ment was  refpited  for  the  opinion 
of  the  Judges;  and  Frederick  John 
Eofiace,  for  dealing  fome  linen  and 
iiockingSy  the  property  of  Henry 
Johnfon,  in  the  rooms  over  the  Earl 
of  Clarendon's  ilables,  in  Grpfve- 
nor-ftreet. 

The  following  were  refpited  du- 
ring his  Majefty's  pleafure,  fi^obert 
f>are,  fpr  ite^ling  a  gold  Hide,  fet 
with  diamonds,  the  pj^perty  of 
Mrs.  Egerton,  to  whom  he  was 
fervant  ;  John  Richmond*  alias 
^rowesj  for  |>reakiDg  open  the 
houfe  of  Agnes  Herbins,  and  deal- 
ing gowns,  linen,  ^c.  James 
Woolcy,  for  ftealing  in  the  houfe 
of  Robert  Sudlow,  in  Wigmore- 
flreet,  24  pair  of  thread  dockings  \ 
John  Huddey,  for  a  burglary  in 
the  houfe  of  Henry  White,  in  Ken- 
fiogton,  and  dealing  linen  and 
apparel;  Sarah  Hill,  for  dealing 
foine  wearing  apparel,  &c.  the 
property  of  Elizabeth  Martin  ; 
^^illiam  Germain,  for  dealing  a 
gelding ;  and  Thomas  Norman, 
»r  robbing  Elizabeth  Cornet,  in 
flartdreet,  Crutched-friars,  of  a 
quantity  of  linen. 

,  At  Thetford  aHlzes,  Nor- 

folk,  this  week,  a  caufe  was 
fried  by  a  fpecial  jury«  between 
a  young  lady,  plaintilF,  and  a 
clergyman,  defendant.  The  ac- 
iion  was  brought  for  non-perform- 
aoce  of  a  marriage  contradl  ; 
wheo  ic  appeared  on  the  trial  he 

Pferred  his  fervant  maid,  whon^ 
married,  although  the  yoang 
lady  had  a  fortune  of  70,000  H 
when  a  verdifl  was  given  for  the 
daiatiff  with  800 1.  damages. 


[aoj 

It  was  refolved  in  the  Houfe  , 
of  Commons,  that  the  aA  ^^ 
prohibiting  the  growth  of  tobaccq 
in  Ireland  be  repealed ;  and  that 
tobacco,  the  produce  of  Ireland,  be 
imported  into  Great  Britain,  under 
the  fame  privileges  as  were  for- 
merly enjoyed  by  the  colonies. 

This  evening  the  ceremony  of 
the  chridening  of  the  young  Prince 
w^s  performed  in  thp  Great  Coun- 
cil-chamber, St.  James's,  by  his 
Grace  the  Archbidiop  of  Canter- 
bqry.  His  Royal  Highnefs  was 
named  O^lavius. 

The  fine  feat  of  Sir  Thomas 
Dyke  Ackland,  at  Halincourt, 
was  burnt  to  the  ground,  and  very 
little  of  the  fi^rnitufe  fav^d. 

At  Dodlors  Commons,  ,  , 
the  Merits  of  a  libel,  ^^^'*' 
brought  by  the  Marquis  of  Car- 
narvon againd  his  lady,  on  a  charge 
of  adultery,  was  argued;  and  .her 
ladydiip's  criminality  being  fully 
proved,  fentencc  of  divorce  was 
pronounced  by  Dr.  Bettefworth^ 
chancel^qr  of  t)\e  diocefe  of  Lon« 
don. 

The  Arethi;fa  frigate.  Captain 
Holmes,  commander,  was  wrecked 
upon  the  rocks  near  Udiant,  in 
purfuit  of  an  enemy.  The  crew 
were  faved,  and  treated  by  the 
French  with  every  mark  of  huma- 
nity. 

Paris 9  March  19.  M.  de  Sar- 
tine,  minider  of  the  marine  de- 
partment, has  wrote  the  following 
circular  letter  to  all  captains  of 
armed  veflels,  privateers,  &c. 

**  Capt.  Cook^,  who  failed  from 
Plymouth  in  July,  1778,  pn  board 
the  Refolution,  in  company  with 
the  Difcovery,  Cape.  Llarke,  in 
order  to  make  fome  difcoveries  on 
the  coads,  ifl^nds,  and  fea^  of 
Japan  and  California,  being  on  the 
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point  of  returning  to  Earope^  and 
as  fach  difcoveries  are  of  general 
utility  to  all  nations,  it  is  the 
king's'  pleafare*  that  Capt.  Cooke 
fhall  be  treated  as  a  cpnoifDander  of 
a  neutral  and  allied  power,  and 
that  all  captains  of  armed  veflels, 
&c.  who  may  meet  that  famous 
navigator,  (hall  make  him  ac* 
qnainted  with  the  king's  orders  on 
this  behalf,  but  at  the  fame  time 
let  him  know*  that  on  his  part  he 
muft  refrain  from  all  hoftilities/' 

DiMD,  Mrs.  Clarke,  aged  X02, 
the  mother  of  Mr.  Clarke,  of 
Covent-garden  theatre. 


APRIL. 

Lbn^     Assizes. 

At  Oxford  three  condemned*— 
all  rcfpited. 

At  Reading  four— all  refpited. 

At  Northampton  three-^left  for 
execution. 

At  Winchefter  eleven— all  re- 
prieved for  the  land  or  fea  fervice. 

At  Cambridge  four — one  left 
for  execution. 

Ac  HuDtiogdon  two— both  re- 
prieved. 

At  Worccfter  four-^all  repriev- 
ed. 

At  Maidftone  eight. 

At  Aylclbury  eight  —  &vc  re- 
pr  ieved. 

At  Bedford  one— reprieved. 

At  Salilbury  one — reprieved.  . 

At  Gloucefter  ten— <one  repriev- 
ed. • 

At  York  fix— one  reprieved. 

At  Leicefler  two. 

At  Kingfton,  Surry*  fevea. 

At  Raff Grlnftcad  one. 

At  Exeter  five. 


At  Lincoln  one. 

At  Lancailer  two. 

At  fiurv  Aiifzes  (holden  for  the 
county  of^  Suffolk)  came  od  the 
trial  of  two  midihipmen,  and  14 
others  of  a  prefs-gang,  committed 
to  Ipfwich  gaol  in  December  I^ 
for  the  murder  of  one  TboflM 
Nichols,  a  publican  there;  when 
the  Jury,  by  the  dire^ion  of  the 
Judge,  biDbght  in  a  Special  Ver- 
dict, containing  all  the  material 
fadts  proved  on  the  trial,  and  pray- 
ing the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  upon  the  feveral  pointi 
of  law  arifing  thereon,  among  which 
is  that  moft  important  and  long* 
conteded  queftion  refpefling  the 
right  of  imprefling  feamen  for  his 
Majcrty*s#  fervice. 

At  Warwick  feven— four  (one 
for  murder)  executed. 

At  Shrewfbury  feven— two  (one 
for  murder)  executed. 

At  Staflbrd  four— one  of  whooa 
(George  £afthop,  for  murdering  a 
man  who  attempted  to  imprcfi 
him)  was  executed. 

At  Taunton  four  — three  re- 
prieved. 

Ac  the  above  aflizes  came  on  the 
trial  of  Count  Rice  for  the  death 
of  Vifcount  Du  Barre.  When  tUk 
evidence  on  the  fide  of  the  crown 
was  clofed,  the  Count,  in  a  fhort 
defence,  dated  the  commencement 
and  progrefs  of  his  conoedlions 
with  Vifcount  Du  Barre  nearly  as 
follows : 

"  My  acquaintance,  faid  he* 
with  Vifcount  Du  Barre  originated 
at  Paris  in  the  year  1774.  His  fa- 
mily were  then  foliciting  feme  fa- 
vour at  Vienna,  and  m/  connec- 
tions at  that  Court,  which-  he 
thought  might  be  ferviceable  to 
him,  engaged  his  attention  te  me. 

We 
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We  lived  from  that  period,  till 
the  day  before  his  death,  in  an  in- 
tercoarfe  of  mutual  good  (ftces 
and  civility.  An  expcnfive  line  of 
life,  and  coniiderable  lofits  at  play, 
frequently  involved  himMn  difiicul- 
ties,  to  fexiricace  himfelf  Irom 
which  he  often  borrowed  large 
fams  of  money  from  me.  1  have  in 
iny  poflcffion  letters,  which  1  fliall 
sow  produce  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  various  lums  of  money, 
as  well  as  bills  and  notrs  ot  hand, 
to  the  amount  of  fome  thoufands  d 
pounds  ftill  unpaid,  and  which, 
from  the  embarraiTed  ftate  of  his 
affairs,  I  muft  look  on  as  totally 
loll. 

«•  A  gouty  humour,  which  fell 
upon  his  bowels  and  legs  laft  fum- 
mer,  induced  fome  Engiifli  phyii. 
cians  he  met  ac  Spa.  to  recommend 
the  ufe  uf  the  Bath  waters.  De- 
termined, as  it  app-  ars  by  thefe 
letters,  written  a  few  days  before 
he  fet  off  for  England,  to  play  no 
more,  and  to  regulate  his  affairs 
with  prudence,  he  refolved  upon 
this  excurlioo,  in  order  to  at  end 
to  his  health,  and  reilore  his  peace 
of  mind.  He  frequently  folicited 
me  to  accompany  him,  to  which  I 
at  lall  confented ;  and  accordingly 
we  came  to  England  together  ai  a 
matnal  and  proportional  expence. 
We  took  a  houle  at  Bath,  and 
fived  there  upon  the  fame  terms. 
For  fome  weeks  we  continued  to 
live  at  Bath  on  our  former  and 
Iccoftoroed  intimacy,  and,  (hough 
file  Vifcount  Du  Barre  was  a  man 
uf  an  impetuous  temper,  without 
•Df  material  difagreement,  till  the 
ttdBrtuoate  difpuce,  which  termi- 
fenced  in  the  lofs  of  his  life,  and 
Ac  imminent  hazard  of  mine.  It 
'  W'peedleft  here  to  enter  into  the 
fii|iift  of  that  difpate,  or  impute 


blame  to  the  deceafed,  who  can  no 
longer  vindicate  his  condu^.'* 

The  Count,  atter  fome  pathetic 
obfervatious  on  the  fufferings  he  had 
undergone  from  hts  wound,  con- 
cluded by  referring  to  the  evidence 
already  given,  as  fome  reaibns,  he 
faid,  prevented  his  calli^ig  the  fe- 
couds  before  the  Coort  with  pro- 
priety, and  committed  himfelf  with 
^confidence  into  the  hands  of  hia 
Jury ;  perfuaded,  to  ufe  his  own 
words,  that,  in  order  to  determine 
juftly  upon  his  condudl,  in  the  crime 
imputed  to  him,  they  would  put 
themfelvei  in  his  fituation,  "and 
adopt  thofe  feelings  by  which  he 
waa  necelTarily  aftuated  on  the  un- 
fortunate occaiion. 

Mr.Juftice  Nares  addreffed  the 
Jury  jn  an  affeding  fpcech  ;  re- 
marked to  them  in  particular  the 
unufual  backwardnefs  the  prifoner 
had  ihewn  in  this  tranfadion,  and 
his  Humanity  to  the  unfortunate 
Vifcount  after  his  fall,  and  diredled 
a  verdidl  for  Manflaughter,  The 
Jury,  after  a  fhort  confuItation» 
deiired  to  know  if  they  might  not 
totally  acquit  the  prifoner;  and 
after  a  few. minutes  deliberation^ 
pronounced  him  Not  Guilty. 

This   day,  by  virtue  of  *   -a 
commiffion  from  his  Mijeity, 
the  royal  afietit   was  given  to  the 
following  bills,  viz. 

The  bill  for  laying  additional 
duties  on  certain  goods  under  the 
infpe^ion  of  the  Oommilfioners  of 
Excile  and  Cuftoms. 

The  Bill  for  allowing  the  im- 
poration  of  certain  goods  fold  to 
foreigners  in  Britifh-built  (hips. 

I'he  bill  for  the  better  encourag- 
ing the  white  herring- fifhery. 

The  bill  for  better  eocouragin^ 
the  Irifh  linen  manu^ftory. 

The 
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The  bill  to  revive  and  continue 
certain  expiring  laws. 

The  bill  for  belter  regulating 
lottery  office  keepfers ;  and  alfo  to 
fevcral  other  public  and  private 
bills. 

:  ,  This  Evening,  as  Mifs  Rcay 
7^  '  was  coming  oat  of  Coveni- 
garden  theatre,  in  order  to  take 
her  coach,  accompadied  by  two 
friends,  a  gentleman  and  a  lady, 
between  whom  fhe  walked  in  the 
Piazza,  a  man  tlepped  op  to  her 
without  the  fmallelt  previous  me- 
nace, or  addrefs,  put  a  piilol  to 
her  head,  and  (hot  her  indantly 
dead.  He  then  fired  another  at 
himfelf,  which,  however,  did  not 
prove  equally  effedtual.  The  ball 
grazed  upon  the  upper  part  of  the 
head,  but  did  not  penetrate  fuffi- 
ciently  to  produce  any  fatal  efFe^ ; 
he  fell,,  however  $  and  fo  firmly 
was  he  bent  upon  the  entire  com- 
pletion of  the  de(lru6lion  he  had 
meditated,  that  he  was  found  beat- 
ing his  head  with  the  utmoft  vio- 
lence with  the  butt  end  of  the  pif- 
tol,  by  Mr.  Mahon,  apothecary, 
of  Covent-garden,  who  Wrenched 
the  piftol  from  his  hand.  He  was 
carried  to  the  Shakefpeare,  where 
his  wound  was  drefl*ed.  Inf  his 
pockets  were  found  two  letters ; 
one  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  he 
had  written  to  Mifs  Reay,  and  the 
other  to  his  brother-in-law,  in 
Bow-ftreet.  The  firft  of  thcfc 
epiftles  is  replete  with  warm  eX'- 
'  preffions  of  alFedion  to  the  unfor- 
tunate objed  of  his  love,  and  an 
earneft  recommendation  of  his  pai- 
ilon.  The  other  contains  a  pathe- 
tic relation  of  the  melancholy  re- 
folutioo  he  had  taken,  and  a  con- 
feffioti  of  the  caule  that  produced 
it.     He  faid^  he  could    not  live 


without  Mifs  Reay;  and  fince  be 
had  found,  by  repeated  applica- 
tion, that  he  was  fhut  out  from 
every  hope.of  poffcffing  her,  he  had 
conceived  this  defign  as  the  only 
refuge  from  a  mifery  which  he 
could  not  fupport.  He  heartiljf 
wifhed  his  brother  that  felicity 
which  fate  had  denied  him,  and 
requeued  that  the  few  debts  be 
owed  might  be.  difcharged  froai 
the  difpofal  of  his  efFefts.  Whea 
he  had  fo  far  recoveied  his  facul- 
ties as  to  be  capable  of  fpeech,  h^ 
enquired  with  great  anxiety  con- 
cerning Mifs  Reay ;  being  told  (he 
was  dead,  he  defired  her  poor  re- 
mains might  not  be  expofed  to 
the  obfervAtion  of  the  curious  mul- 
titude. About  five  o'clock  in  the 
inorning  Sir  John  Fielding  came 
to  ttit  Shakefpeare,  and  not  find- 
ing his  wounds  of  a  dangerous  na- 
ture, ordered  him  to  be  conveyed 
to  TothilU  fields  bridewell.  This 
ill -fated  criminal  was  a  clergyman  s 
about  four  years  ago  he  was  an  of- 
ficer in' the  army;  but  not  meet- 
ing with  fuccefs  in  the  militarjr 
profeflion,  by  the  advice  of  his 
friends  he  foon  after  quitted  it«  and 
afTiimed  the  gown. 

The  body  of  the  unhappy  lady 
was  carried  into  the  Shakefpeare 
tavern  for  the  infpeAion  of  thd 
coroner. 

When  the  news  of  this  misfor- 
tune^ was  carried  to  a  certain  noble- 
man, the  Earl  of  S— — ch,  it  was 
received  by  him  with  the  utmoft 
concern  ;  he  wept  exceedingly,  and 
lamented  with  every  other  token  of 
grief  the  interruption  of  a  conn)exion 
which  had  laded  for  17  years  with 
happinefs  to  both. 

She  had  had  nine  children  by 
the  noble  Lord,  five  of  whom  are 

now 
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no«^  living,  and  have  been  in* 
firuAed  by  her  with  motherly  at- 
tention. 

.  The  man  who  a  few  days 

'  ago  was  ient  to  Liverpool 
by  Sir  John  Fielding  to  apprehend 
a  Mr.  Lowe,  fufpe^led  ot  being 
concerned  in  fetting  the  new  hof- 
piul,  for  the  reception  of  blind 
patients  at  Kentiih  Town,  on  fire, 
returned  to  London,  with  an  ac- 
count, that  Lowe  being  a|.-prehen- 
ded,  and  examined  before  the 
mayor  of  Liverpool,  had,  in  the 
night  before  he  was  to  be  brought 
to  town,  poifoned  himfelf.  This 
Lowe  was  originally  a  livery  fer- 
vant.  He  afterwards  kept  a  pub- 
lic houfe,  in  which  he  fcraped  up 
fome  money :  when,  by  ufufious 
xneans,  he  made  a  fmall  fortune, 
and  then  commenced  gentleman. 
He  afterwards  took  a  genteel  houfe 
the  corner  of  Queen-iquare,  Or- 
mond-ftreet,  where  he  i  elided  till 
the  late  affair  happened.  He  was 
a  man  of  uncommon  addrefs,  for 
one  whofe  mind  was  uncultivated 
with  any  degree  of  learning.  He 
paflVd  for  a  very  benevolent,  cha- 
ritable man,  having  done  many 
a£b  of  beneficence  through  ollen- 
tation,  and  has  fubfcribed  to  many 
of  the  public  charities,  to  give  the 
world  a  high  opinion  of  his  fine 
and  generous  feelings.  By  thefe 
means  he  obtained  the  late  Aation 
of  treafurer  and  chief  condudlor  of 
the  new  -  indituted  charity  ;  by 
.which,  it  is  averred,  he  obtained 
.the  pofiefiion  of  near  5,000!.  It 
appears  that  combullibles  had  been 
conveyed  into  the  houfe  through  a 
■pane  of  glafs,  though  the  fame  did 
,BOC  take  efTe^  till  after  he  had  fet 
081  for  Liverpool,  where  he  pre- 
tended boiinefs  ;  yet,  there  having 
Wen  neither  fire  nor  candle  ufed  in 


the  houfe,  and  fome  other  circum  - 
fiances. arifing  to  create  fufpicion, 
he  was  questioned  about  it  by  let- 
ter, and  prevaricated  fo  much, 
that  there  remained  no  fort  of 
doubt  with  Sir  John  Fielding  but 
that  he  was  the  principal  incen- 
diary ;  which  his  untimely  death 
has  confirmed.  He  has  fince  been 
buried  in  a  crofs-road,  and  a  iiake 
is  driven  through  his  body,  as  a 
fuicide. 

This  morning,  about  nine  >;  1 
o'clock,  the  Reverend  Mr.  *^"* 
Hack  man  was  brought  from  New- 
gate to  the  bar  of  the  Sefiions- 
houfe  in  the  Old  Bailey,  where  he 
was  arraigned  for  firing  a  piflol  at 
Mils  Rvay,  as  (he  was  coming  out 
of  Covent-garden  play  houfe,  on 
Wednefday  the  7th  inll.  which 
killed  her  on  the  fpot;  to  which 
indidlment  he  pleaded  Not  Guilty  } 
when  the  feveral  witneiTes  were 
examined,  they  gave  the  fame  evi- 
dence as  they  had  eiven  before  Sir 
John  Fielding,  which  being  gone 
through  with,  Judge  BlacklU)ne» 
who  tried  him,  called  on  Mr. 
Hackman  to  make  his  defence,  or» 
if  he  chofe  it,  he  might  leave  it  to 
his  counfel.  After  Mr.  Hackman 
had  wiped  a  flood  of  tears  from  his 
eyes,  he  pulled  out  a  (hcet  of  pa* 
per  from  his  pocket,  and  read,  the 
fubflance  of  which  was  nearly  to 
this  purport:  "  My  Lord,  1  now 
Hand  arraigned  for  a  heinous  crime, 
and  if  found  guilty,  mud  fuflfer 
the  death  that  the  laws  of  my 
country  have  allotted  in  fuch  cafes ; 
and  as  I  have  taken  away  the  life 
of  one  whofe  life  was  dearer  to 
me  than  my  own,  I  therefore  diall 
meet  my  unhappy  fate  with  forti- 
tude and  refignation,  and  ac- 
knowledge the  jullncfs  of  my  fco« 
tehee."  The  Judge  afterwards 
fummcd 
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fumined  up  the  evidence,  and  |;aTe 
his  charge  to  the  Jary  in  an  ezcel- 
Jent  fpeecb,  in  which  he  faid»  that 
the  letter  found  in  the  prifbner's 
pocket,  directed  to  his  brother-in> 
law,  was  fufficient  to  conclude  he 
was  not  infane.  The  Jary,  with- 
out going  out  of  court,  found  him 
guilty,  when  the  Deputy -recorder 
pafied  fentence  on  him,  and  he 
was  executed  the  Monday  follow- 
ing. ■ 

.  This  days  the  feffions  en- 

'7"'-  ded  at  the  Old  Bailey,  when 
the  following  convi£ls  received 
fentence  of  death,  viz.  Thomas 
Fox,  for  ftealing  a  mare  from  Ri- 
chard Clewin,  at  Hendon,  and  on 
another  indidment,  for  dealing 
a  mare  from  William  Hands  ip 
Northamptonfliire ;  John  Harris, 
for  a  burglary  in  the  dwelling* 
.  houfe  of  William  Prior,  in  Coven  try- 
ftreet,  and  ftealing  a  quantity  of 
china ;  Capt.  James  Major,  for 
fending  a  threatening  letter  to  Sir 
William  Mufgrave,  threatening  to 
murder  him ;  £Iizabeth  Lambert 
and  Mary  New,  for  robbing  Mary 
fieachman  on  the  King's  highway ; 
James  Hackuian,  Clerk,  for  the 
wilful  murder  of  Martha  Reay, 
fpinfter:  William  Walker,  for 
burglarioufly  breaking  open  the 
houTe  of  James  Pentecrofs,  in 
Shoe-lane,  and  Healing  a  quantity 
of  copper^  brafs.  Sec.  Chriftopher 
Foley  and  Peter  Wcldon,  for  coin- 
ing and  counterfeiting  the  King*8 
filver  coin,  called  Sixpences,  at 
the  houfe  of  Weldon,  in  Oat-lame, 
Noble-ftreet  ;  three  were  fenlen- 
ced  to  hard  labour  on  the  nver 
Thtmet ;  eleven  were  burnt  in  the 
hand,  and  ordered  to  be  kept  to 
hard  labotrr  in  the  houA:  of  correc- 
tion for  divers  terms;  nine  were 
ordered  to  be  whipped,  and  feven- 


teen  difcharged  by  proclamatioi|  ^ 
John  Vincent^  contiaed  of  feloni. 
oofly  killing  and  flaying  Mary 
Dollard,  a  woman  with  whom  he 
had  cohabited  many  years,  bf 
fliootin?  at  and  wounding  her  ia 
the  back  and  fhoalder,  wim  a  gon 
loaded  with  powder  and  (hot,  of 
which  wound  ihe  languifhed  fome 
time,  and  then  died,  in  the  parifli 
of  Fulham,  was  branded,  and  or- 
dered to  be  imprifbned  one  year  in 
Newgate.  William  Stenibn  was 
convidled  of  felonioufly  counter- 
feiting the  copper  money  of  thii 
kingdom,  called  Halfpence,  aad 
ordered  to  be  branded  in  the  hand/ 
and  imprifoned  one  year  in  Nay- 
gate. 

One  Browne  was  tried  for  wil« 
folly  fetting  fire  to  hh  houfe  at 
Wapping,  which  occafioned  the 
late  dreadful  conflagratidn.  Aa 
Alibi  was  proved,  on  which  the 
Jury,  without  going  out  of  court; 
brought  in  their  rerdid.  Nor 
Guilty. 

Soon  after  came  on  the  trial  of 
Thomas  Hilliard,  for  wilf611y  fet- 
ting  fire  to  his  houfe  in  Bird-in- 
hand  Courti  Cheapfide;  be  waif 
acquitted  on  a  point  of  law,  viz.* 
that  the  clofet  be  (et  fire  to,  wai 
not  any  paft  of  the  dvirelling* 
honfe. 

The  Judges  met  in  the  -^ 
evening  at  Lord  Chief  ^^ 
Jnftice  De  Grey's  houfe  in  Liir- 
coln's'inn-fields,  to  give  their  opi- 
nion on  the  cafe  of  James  Donal- 
ly,  convidled  the  feffion  before  lafk 
for  a  robbery  on  the  perfon  of  the 
Hon.  Charles  Fielding,  fon  of  th^ 
Earl  of  Denbigh,  when  Coonfel 
were  firft  heard ,  viz.  Mr.  Howarth 
in  behalf  of  the  crown,  and  Mr. 
Graham  in  behalf  of  thd  prifoner,' 
who  having  witbdrat^n,  their  Lord- 
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Ihips  fiingly  delirered  their  opinioci, 
^ach  of  whom  were  clearly  of  opi- 
hion,  that  the  threat  of  the  prifo* 
tier,  when  he  demanded  Mr.  Fiel- 
ding's  money;  vie,     **  You  had 
better  comply,  or  I'll  take  you  be* 
fore  a  magi  (Irate,  ^ind  charge  you 
with    an    unnatural    crime/*  was 
equivalent  to  an   a£lqal   violence!, 
and  was  fuch  a  method  as  in  com- 
mon  experience  was  likely  to  oc- 
<:anoti  fear,  and  induce  any  man 
to  part  with  his  property.     Lord 
Mansfield  with  great  energy  ob- 
ierved,  that  it  was  a  fpecious  mode 
of    robbery    of  late   grown  very 
common^    invented    by    fraud    to 
evade  the  law,   but  whfch  would 
not  fuffer  itfelf  to  be  evaded.     God 
only   knows  what  numberlefs  rob* 
beries    df   this  kind  would   have 
been  perpetrated  by  thcfe  deteft- 
able  wretches  on  timorous  mindsi 
If  their  Lordihips  had  been  of  a 
diHerent  opinion. 

l>i  E  D,  At  Perfhore^  in  Worcef- 
terfliire,  in  his  55th  year,  the  Rev. 
!•  Afli,  LL.D.  an  eminent  Dif- 
fenting  minifter;  author  of  a  cele- 
brated «*  Englifh  Grammar;"  of 
**  The  Complete  Englifli  Dic- 
tionary ;^*  of  "  Sentiments  on 
Education}"  and  ieveral  otlier 
|>vblication9. 


MAY. 

Jbura^  •/  a   Letter  from  Ireland, 
dated  May  i. 

«*  At  an  aflembly  held  at  the 
•ThoUcl  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
the^  16th  of  April,  1779,  the  fol- 
Inniig    JCibloiions    were    agreed 

-  .Refidi^f  that  the  unjuft,  illi- 
binl,    aqd    inpolitic    oppofitiOQ 
*o£.  XXIL 


given  by  luny  felf-intertfted  peo* 
pie  of  Great  Britain  to  the  propoA  ' 
ed  encouragement  of  the  trade 
and  commierce  of  this  kiagdoaiB 
originated  in  avwcp  ao4  ingra^ 
titirao. 

Refotved,  That  wo  will  not^ 
dire^Iy  or  indire^,  iipport  or 
ufe  any  goods  or  waiei,  the  pray 
duce  or  manufadure  pf  Great 
Britain,  which  caa  be  produced  Of 
manufadured  in  this  tdngdoiQi— # 
till  an  enlightened  policyj  foaQde4  • 
6n  principles  of  juftice,  ihall  ap* 
pear  to  actuate  the  inhabitants  of 
certam  manufaduring  towns  of 
Great  Britain,  who  have  taken  io 
adtive  a  part  in  oppofing  the  regu- 
lations propofed  in  favour  of  tht 
t^ade  of  Ireland:  and  that  they 
appear  to  entertain  fentiments  of 
refped  and  affeakNi  for  their  fel* 
low-fubjefls  of  this  kingdom.*' 

Laft  week  an  apf^ation  « 
was  nsade  to  the  Court  of  ^ 
King's  Bench,  by  Mr.  Dunning^ 
for  an  Habeas  Corpus  to  bring  up 
two  lads  from  the  Nore,  who  had 
been  imprefTed.  The  affidavits  on 
which  the  application  for  the  Ha- 
beas were  grounded,  (bted  tbem 
to  be  apprentices;  when  Lord 
Mansfield  faid,  that  inftead  of  s 
Habeas  Corpus  he  fhould  go  a 
ihorter  way  to  worle,  and  grant 
his  warrant  for  bringing  tkera  be* 
fure  him,  being  apprentices.  That 
he  knew  not  of  any  fuch  authority 
till  fome  years  ago^  reading  fome 
old  law  books;  that  he  went  to 
Lord  Hardwicke^  and  confulted 
him  on  it,  who  agreed  that  it  was 
in  their  power  to  grant  their  war- 
rant in  fuch  a  cafe  for  an  appren- 
tice; that  Lord  Chief  JuilLce  Holt 
was  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  that 
there  were  leveral  precedents  for 
it.    His  Lordih^p  ordcied  the  xt- 
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mUt  fte]^  to  be  taken  to  obtain 
3ie  warrant. 

^  Came  on  before  the  Barons 
7  of  the  Exchequer  the  hearing 
of  a  caofe»  wherein  a  gentleman 
of  the  town  of  Ksngfton  upon  HoU 
was  plauitiff»  and  the  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Hnntingdon*  ^ar  of  Kirk 
Blbt  defendant.  The  foit  was 
lor  the  Cjrthe  of  a  fmall  quantity 
€>f  jpotafeoesy  value  i^s.  which  the 
pla&tiff  didmed  as  imi)ropriator; 
when^  after  a  fair  hearing,  it  was 
determined  that  potatoes  are  ;i 
finall  tythei  and  the  vicar's  claim 
to  all  the  iinan  tythes  being  allow- 
^cd«  the  Barons  decided  the  caufe 
in  favour  of  the  vicar»  and  ordered 
the  pUntiff^s  bill  to  be  difmifled. 


(kine  were  both  admitted  to  tho 
bar*  and  on  pleading  the  laW 
againft  mpnopolies,  ana  the  legal 
determination  of  the  courts  of 
Chancery  and  Common  Pleas,  the 
bill  was  rejcAed  on  a  divifion6o 
t0  40b 

This   day  the  folloi^ng    ^^ 
bills  were  paffcd  by  com-    '*""* 


Sth. 


MxtraB  if  a  Liitir/rom  Winchtfttr. 

"  On  Monday  night  a  large 
body  of  French  prifoners 
confined  in  die  King's  honfe  here, 
'found  means  to  vti  themfelves 
down  into  a  vault  in  the  north 
wingf  from  whence  they  cut  a  hole 
thiottjgh  the  foundation  of  the 
building,  and  undermined  the 
grennd  for  (bme  diftance;  and 
had  it  nbt  been  for  an  accident  oc« 
cafioned  by  their  eagemefs  in  get- 
ting out,  b  which  a  boy's  arm 
was  broke*  and  whofe  fudaen  cries 
inihmtly  alarmed  the  cendnels,  it 
is  fnppofed  fome  hundreds  would 
have  got  off  undifcovcFed*  but, 
owing  to  the  abovCf  only  eleven 
made  their  efcape." 
^^  The  bill'  for  vefting  in 
the  two  univeriities,  &c. 
die  exdttfive  right  of  printing  al- 
manacks, was  read  a  fecond  ume; 
when  a  petition  from  Mr.  Caman, 
bookfeller,  was  alfo  read,  praying 
■to^  be  heard  by  counfel  againft  the 
laid  bill,  which  was  granted; 
•when  Mr.  Davenport  and  Mr.  £r- 


An  zSi  for  the  further  reOef  of 
ProtefUnt  Difientmg  Minifters  and 
Schoolmafters. 

An  a£l  to  repeal  fo  much  of  fe» 
veral  ads  of  Parliament  as  prohi* 
bit  the  growth  and  produce  of  to* 
bacco  in  Ireland,  and  to  penmt  the 
importation  of  tobacco  of  the 
growth  and  produce  of  thatldag- 
dom  into  Great  Britain,  &c. 

An  zSi  for  granting  a  bounty 
upon  the  importation  into  this 
kinjgdbm  of  hemp>  of  the  growth  of 
Ireund,  for  a  limited  time. 

An  a6t  for  granting  a  drawback 
of  the  duties  impofed  by  an  ad  of 
die  laft  feflion  of  Parliament  upon' 
all  foreign  wines  exported  from 
Great  Britain  to  any  Briti(h  colony 
in  America,  or  to  any  Britilh  fet* 
dement  in  che  Eaft-Indiies. 

An  ad  to  enable  the  Chancellor 
and  Council  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
cailer  to  fell  and  difpofe  of  certain 
fee  farm  rents,  and  other  rents, 
&c 

An  ad  for  altering  the  times  of 
holding  the  Martinmas  and  Candle- 
mas terms  in  the  Court  of  £xche* 
quer  in  Scodand. 

An  ad  for  better  fecuring  the 
duties  on  flare  h. 

And  to  fcveral  i^oad,  inclofare» 
and  other  bills. 

This  morning  the  Knights     ,  .. 
Elcd  of  the  Bath  affcmbled     *'  ■ 
in^  the  Prince's   Chamber,  Weft* 
minfler.     About  half  pail  eleven 
o'clock 
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o^cIock  the  proceffion  began  to  the 
Abbey>  after  walking  round  which 
'  they  entered  Henry  the  Seventh's 
chapel,  where  they  were  inflalled 
with  the  ofual  formality. 

The  Knights  inftalled  were  Sir 
Robert  Gunning,  Bart.  Sir  James 
Adolphus  Oughton,  R.  H.  Sir 
John  fiIaouiere>  Sir  George  Ho- 
ward, R.  H.  Sir  John  Irwine,  Sir 
MTiUiam  Gordon,  Sir  William 
Howe,  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  Sir  Ed- 
ward  Hughes,  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
Sir  Hedor  Munro,  Sir  James  Har- 
ris, and  the  Earl  of  Antrim. 

Sir  J.  A.  Oughton,  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,^ Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Sir 

iames  Harris,  and  Sir  He^r 
f  unro,  were  inftalled  by  Proxy. 
.  His  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Fre- 
denck  fat  as  Qreat  Mafter,  and  did 
the  bttiinefs  with  eafe  and  wonderful 
propriety. 

A  gallery  was  ere6ied  over  the 
door  of  the  chapel,  in  which  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  with  two  of  the 
Princes  his  brothers,  the  Duke  of 
Biontaga,  tec  (at  to  fee  the  cere- 
fiiomr. 

Tlie  Queen,  and  others  of  the 

Sjoyal  children,  were  placed  in  a 
lery  built  for  that  purpofe,  near 
great  weAern  door  of  the  Ab- 
bey, from  whence  they  had  a  full 
view  of  the  proceffion  through  the 
Abbey  to  and  from  the  chapel. 

The  whole  ceremony  was  finidi- 
ed  by  half  after  two,  and  in  the 
creniiig  a  grand  ball  was  given  by 
tke  kaighu  who  were  inftalled,  at 
th«  King's  Theatre  in  the  Hay- 
Mifkctt  at  which  upwards  of  looo 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry  were 


[arf 
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This  day  James  Matlu- 

tom   was  tried  at  the  Old 

Jbr    a  forgery  upon   the 

of  Bngland.-^There  perhaps 


never  appeared  in  anv  coort  of  juf. 
tice  fo  capital,  nor  io  ingenious  a 
man   in  his  ftile  as  thb  prifonen 
He  has  reigned  longer  in  his  vil- 
lainy,    and    has  executed  it  with 
more  dexterity  than  any  that  pro-> 
bably    ever   preceded  him.      Hia 
praflice    for  fome  time  paft  had 
been  to  go  to  the  Bank,  and  take 
out  a^  note:— this  he  counterfeited^ 
pzfTed  the  copy,  and  after  fome 
time  returned  the  original  again. 
The  frequency  of  his  applications 
at  lad.  however  excited  fufpidonSf 
which,  added  to  ibme  other  cir- 
cumftances,   ariiing  from  his  ap-^ 
pearance    and    figure  in  life,  he 
was  uken  up.    On  his  apprehen-* 
fion,    he    denied    the    accufation^ 
called  himfelf  a  watch-maker,  and 
(aid  he  lived  by  the  honeft  exerdfe 
of  his  employment;  but  when  he 
was  brought  before  Sir  John  Picld- 
ing,  he  was  there  known  to  be  the 
perfon  who  had  been  charged  with 
forgeries  upon  the  Bank  at  Dar- 
lington;    and    being    told  there» 
that  his  name  was  Mathlfon,  and 
not  Mathews,  as  he  had  given  out* 
he  immediately  loft  all  confidence, 
and    taking    it  for  granted  that 
there  were  circumftances  already 
difcovered  enurdy  fufficient  for  his 
convidHon;   he  f;ud,  it  was  need* 
lefs    to    conceal  any  thing  then, 
and  gave  en  ample  information  of 
his  various  frauds,  and  his  mode 
of  carrying  them  into  execution. 
The  particular  forgery  on  which 
he  was  charged  to-day,  was,  for 
uttering     a    twenty-pound    banfc 
note.    Bank  of  England,  at  Co- 
ventry.   The    note  was  produced 
in     Court,    and    witnefles    were 
brought  to  prove  its  having  been 
negociated  by  him.    This  faft  be« 
ing  eftablilhed,  the  next  circum- 
fiance    in    conikieration    was,    to 
[O]  a  prove 
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prove  that  the  note  was  abfolutely 
a  counterfeit  one.  This  his'  pro- 
fecutors  were  totally  unable  to  do, 
by  any  teftimony  they  could  ad-  ■ 
duce,  (o  minutely,  and  fo  dexte- 
roufly  had  he  feigned  all  the  difFe- 
Tent  marks.  The  note  icfelf  was 
'S)ot  pnly  fo  made  as  to  make  it 
altogether  impolfible  for  any  hu- 
man optic  to  perceive  a  difference, 
but  the  very  hands  of  thecaihier 
and  the  entering  clerk  were  alfo 
fo  counterfeited,  as  entirely  to  pre- 
clude a  .politive  difcriminaiionf 
even  by  thefe  men  themfelves. 
The  water  mark  too,  namely. 
Bank  'f  England,  which  the 
bankers  have  confidered  as  an  in- 
fallible  criterion  of  fair  note?,  a 
mark  which  C(  uld  not  be  refem- 
bled  by  any  poflible  means,  was 
alfo  fo  hit  oiF  by  this  man,  as  to 
make  it  not  in  the  power  of  the 
moft  exaA  obferver  to  perceive  a 
difference*  Several  papers-makers 
were  of  opinion  that  tliis  mark 
muff  have  been  put  on  in  the 
making  of  the  paper j  but  Mathi- 
fon  declared  that  he  put  it  on 
afterwards  by  a  method  peculiar 
to  himfelf,  and  known  only  to 
himfelf. — The  extreme  fimilitude 
,of  the  fair  and  falfe  notes  had  fuch 
an  effeft  upon  the  Judge  and  Jury, 
that  the  prifoner  would  certainly 
have  been  difcharged  for  want  of 
evidence  to  prove  the  counterfeit, 
if  his  own  information,  taken  at 
Fielding's,  had  not  been  produced 
againft  him,  which  immediately 
turned  the  fcale  againff  him,  and  he 
was  found  guilty. 

^  This  day  the  feflions  end- 

*'*^'  ed  at  the  Old  Bailey,  when 
£ve  convidls  received  judgment  of 
death ;  twelve  were  fentenced  to 
hard  labour  on  the  river  Thames ; 
thirteen  were  ordered  to  hard  la- 


bour in  the  houfes  of  corrcftion, 
fevcral  of  whom  were  branded; 
four  were  ordered  to  be  whipped; 
and  Sixteen  difcharged  by  procU- 
madon. 

A  refpite,  during  his  Majefly*s 
pleafure,  was  fent  to  Newgate  for 
William  Walker,  a  prifoner  under 
fentence  of  death  for  burglary  in 
the  houfe  of  James  Penticrofs. 

Alfo  a  refpite,  until  the  i6th  of 
June,  was  fent  to  the  fame  jail  for 
Capt.  James  Major,  a  prifoner 
under  the  like  fentence,  for  writing 
an  incendiary  letter  to  Sir  William 
Mufgrave. 

Sir  Thomas  Clavering,  • 
Gen.  Johnftone,  and  Mifs 
Maria  Clavering,  piece  to  Sir 
Thomas,  attended  the  quarter- 
feffions  at  Hicks 's-hall,  to  profe- 
cute  the  articles  of  the  peace  ex- 
hibited  the  day  before  againff  John 
Craggs,  Efcj;  late  a  lientcnint 
in  the  Eaft-lndia  Company's  fer- 
vice,  on  behalf  of  Mifs  Clavering. 
By  the  articles,  it  appeared  that 
Mifs  Clavering  lived  m  Orchard- 
ftreet,  Oxford-llreet,  with  her  on- 
cle;  that  for  three  months  paff  the 
lieutenant  had  followed  and  pur- 
fued  her  with  fuch  an  unwarrant- 
able attachment  and  affedion,  as 
juftly  alarmed  the  fears  of  Mifs 
Clavering;  that  on  the  izth  of 
May  *  he  wrote  her  a  letter,  in 
which,  among  other  terrifying  ex- 
preflions,  he  made  ufe  of  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

*'  There  is  no  diftraftion  of 
mind  equal  to  that  I  fuffer  for  yoa. 
Go  where  you  will,  1  will  follow 
you,  which  may  be  attended  with 
confeqbences  too  fatal  to  mendoa 
here;  and  as  for  royfelf,  I  havo 
nothing  but  my  life  to  lofe.*'  Mils 
Clavenng  alfo  declared,  that  ffie 
did  not  exhibit  the  articles  from 

malice 
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Bialice  or  hatred,  but  folely  to 
protect  herfelf,  as  (he  was  in  fear 
of  lofs  of  li^f  or  bodily  harm. 
Fbr  formes  fake.  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins aflced  Mifs  Clavering,  if  ever 
ihe  had  given  any  encouragement 
to  his  addrefTes  f  To  which  Mifs 
Clavering  replied  in  the  negative, 
and  faid  flie  had  wrote  to  him,  by 
her  uncle  and  friends  orders,  de* 
iiting  him  never  to  fee  her  more. 
It  appeared  on  the  examination 
that  he  followed  her  to  Court,  to 
Sali(bary,  Briflol,  Bath,  Sec, 

The  lieutenant  was  called,  but 
did  not  appear ;  when  the  Bench, 
confidering  his  condud  and  terri- 
fying threats,  ordered  that  he  be 
apprehended,  and  held  to  the 
peace,  as  well  to  all  his  Majefty's 
fubjbfis,  as  to  Mifs  Clavering  in 
particular,  to  find  fureties  in  500 1. 
each,  and  himfelf  in  1000 1,  for 
feven  years,  at  the  fame  time 
granting  a  warrant  again  ft  him« 
with  an  order  of  Court  for  an 
hour's  aotice  of  bail,  with  refe- 
rences therein  to  Sir  John  Fielding 
to  taice  bail. 

MeiTrs.  Kelly,  Lindfay,  Carter, 
Hill,  Durell,  and  another,  fix 
Weftminder  fchool-boys,  were  like- 
wife  tried  for  an  aflaulc  on  a  man 
in  Dean's-yard,  Weftminfter,  in 
January  lall,  when  they  beat  and 
wounded  him  in  a  moft  Shocking 
manner,  and  after  that  Kelly, 
with  a  drawn  knife  in  his  hand, 
faid,  «  If  you  don't  kneel  down 
mod  aik  pardon,  I  will  rip  you  up,' 
•which  the  man  was  compelled  to 
4o  to  fave  his  life. 

Hill  and  Durell  pleaded  not  guil- 
ty, the  reft  pleaded  guilty.  Hill 
was  acquitted  for  want  of  evidence, 
ftnd  Durell  found  guilty,  but  fined 
«Bfy  1 1,  on  a  doubt  of  his  beipg 


a  principal  among  thefe  polite 
young  ruffians.  The  fads  being 
fully  proved,  the  other  four  were 
fentenced  to  a  month's  impriioA- 
ment  in  Bridewell,  and  lool.fide 
to  be  paid  among  them;  but  if 
they  would  in  court  aflt  the  profe* 
cutor's  pardon  on  their  knees,  at 
they  had  compelled  him  to  aflc 
theirs,  the  court  would  take  o^ 
the  imprifonment :  they  abfolot^- 
ly  rcfufed  afking  pardon  on  their 
knees.  The  fentence  ilood  thus 
for  about  an  hour,  when  the  fa- 
ther of  Carter,  tne  of  the  four, 
applied  to  the  court,  and  told 
them  that  his  fon  was  elected  to 
Chrtd-college,  Oxford,  and  mnft 
go  there  in  a  few  days,  or  lofe  the 
benefit  of  that  eleflion.  On  this 
the  court  took  off  his  imprifon- 
ment. 

This  being  done,  fome  of  the 
magidrates  moved,  that  the  reft 
might  have  their  imprifonment 
taken  off  alfo.  This  was  fhxm?l|r 
oppofed  by  the  chairman.  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  and  feveral  other  juftt- 
ces,  but  on  a  divilionit  was  carried 
to  take  off  tl^e  imprifonment  nine 
againd  y. 

They  then  were  direfbd  to  make 
the  profecutor  fatisfadion,  and  he 
faid,  as  he  had  before  offered  tp 
take  .50I.  befides  his  cofts,  he 
would  take  it  then.  The  friendii 
of  the  boys  paid  the  profecutor  in 
court  50].  and  Mr.  Denton,  his 
attorney  20 1.  for  the  cods,  who, 
to  his  honour,  carried  on  the  pro- 
fecution  with  a  fpirit  due  to  the 
attrocious  barbarity  of  the  petty 
claffical  bravoes. 

PiUtJhurgb^  May  21.     On  SuQ« 
day  the  new-born  Great  Dakc  \va9 
baptized  at   Zarfco  Zeb,  by  tne^ 
name    of   ConiUntine;   the  £m« 

[0]  3  prcft 
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prefs  was  the  fponfor.  After  the 
coremoDy  the  foreign  minifters  and 
BoUlitjr  dined  with  her  Imperial 
Majefty  at  a  uble  of  two  hundred 
covers.  On  this  occafion  feveral 
promotions  were  made  i^  the  civil 
and  military  departments. 

Di  E ••  Mr.  Oakes,  at  Newing- 
ton,  aged  107. 

In  I>erbyfliire«  J.  Simpfont  aged 
114- 


JUNE, 

m        Ycfterday     the     following 
bills  received  the  royal  aflent 
by  commiilion ; 

The  bill  to  prevent  frauds  by 
private  diftillers, 

The  bill  to  prevent  frauds  and 
ab.ufes  in  the  payment  of  wages  to 
perfons  employed  in  the  boi^  and 
thread-lace  manufaftory. 

The  bill  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  river  Lee. 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  Ma» 
lefty  certain  duties  on  licences  to 
he  taken  out  by  perfons  letting  to 
hire  horfes  for  travelling  pod. 
.  The  bill  to  continue  the  il&  of 
the  1 6th  of  his  prefent  Majefly, 
fot"  the  punilhmcnt  by  ha/d  labour 
of  offenders,  who  fball  become  lia- 
ble to  be  tranfported,  &c. 

The  bill  for  taking  ofF  the  duty 
upon  all  fait  ufed  in  curing  pil- 
chards. 

•  The  bill  to  indemnify  perfons 
who  have  omitted  to  take  the 
oaths  to  qualify  themfelves  for  of- 
fices, &c. 

The  bill  for  difcontinuing  thp 
duties  on  cotton  wool,  the  growth 
aiid  prodttfkof  the  ^ritiih  ^lonifs 
}n  Anierica, 


The  bill  for  allow^ne  tke  imnor* 
tation  of  goods  into  this  kingdom 
from  Afia  and  Africa.     . 

The  bill  for  diflolviii^  the  mar* 
riage  ofthe  Marquis  of  Carmarthen 
with  hu  now  wife. 

And  feveral  road  and  indofufe 
bUls. 

Came  on  before  ^ir  Francis  ■ 
Bullef  and  a  fpedal  jury,  an 
adioQ  brought  on  behalf  of  die 
owners  of  the  London  Eaft- India- 
man,  who  charged  Captain  Drake, 
of  the  Rufiel  man  of  war,  widi 
wilfully  and  negledfuUy  runmn|; 
down  the  London;  and  laid  their 
damages,  arifine  from  his  con* 
duA,  at  ccoooT.  The  jury  were 
out  for  aoout  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and  returned  with  a  verdidin^- 
vour  ofthe  defendant. 

Bv  a  lift  ofthe  number  of  empty 
houfes  in  the  city  of  LondoA,  as 
returned  by  the  deputies  of  the 
feveral  wards,  the  total  appears  to 
be  1,104,  the  rents'  of  which  are 
calculated  to  amount  to  26,375 1. 

An  important  qnedion,  in  y^ 
the  caufe  between  the  Rev.  ^  * 
Mr.  Sellon,  of  Clerkenwell,  and 
a  clergyman  of  Northampton-cha- 
pel, came  before  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Court.  Mr.  Sellon  inftituted  a 
fuit  againft  the  clergyman,  for 
quitting  the  cure  of  ibuls  in  his 
own  pkr)pcr  pari(h>  in  Northamp- 
ton Qiire,  aqd  fpr  inuuding  into 
his  parifh  of  Clerkenwell,  and 
there  reading  prayers,  preachin|[, 
and  dQing  other  ecclefiaftical  ofii- 
Ccs.  Th^  clergyman  protefted 
againd  the  proceedings,  and  (fit 
up  a  plea,  that  he  was  a  chaplain 
to  Lady  Huntingdon,  and  that 
the  right  and  privilege  of  ^erage 
exempted  him  from  the  jurifdic* 
tioA  of  ^hc  fpiritus^l  court*  a^d  (hat 
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the  natter  ought  to  be  tried  only 
by  the  peers  of  the  realm.  This 
point  was  Tery  ably  and  fully  ar- 
ned;  and 'after  a  hearing  of  three 
Aoarsy  the  judge  declared  that  the 
defendant  was  fubjed  to  the  jurif- 
didion  of  the  court,  and  that  the 
fuit  muft  proceed  againll  him. 
,  ^-1  Were  called  to  the  bar, 

^3"*-  by  the  fociety  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  MeiT.  Pepys,  Franklin, 
and  Bond.  The  celebrated  Mr. 
Horne  was  Hkewife  a  candidate, 
but  rejeded^  The  fociety,  opoa 
his  iignifying  a  defire  of  bemg 
called  this  term,  having,  or  pre- 
tending to  have  a  doobc  upon  the 
propriety  of  calling  him,  applied 
to  the  other  inns  of  court  to  be 
informed  by  ^em,  whether  they 
judged  it  proper,  that  a  clergyman 
in  full  orders  ihould  be  admitted 
to  the  bar  ?-^Anfwers  importiaff 
their  determination  that  it  would 
be  improper,  being  received  from 
all  the  yins,  that  gentleman  was  ia 
confequence  refufed. 
-MAth  This  morning  Prince 
H"»-  WiUiam  Henry,  his  Ma- 
je^^i  third  fon,  fet  oiFfor  Portf- 
mouth,  to  go  on  board  Admiral 
Digby's  (hip,  the  grand  fleet  go- 
ing out  on  a  cruize.  His  Highnefs 
goes  as  midfhipman  in  the  Prince 
George. 

This  day  the  followine  biUs  re- 
eved the  royal  aifent  by  virtue 
of  a  commiffion  from  his  Majefty, 
viz. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  ad  for 
laybg  a  tax  on  audkns  and  (ales, 

The  bill  for  the  augmentation  of 
Ae  judges  (alaries. 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  adAdonal  duties  on  vellum, 
parchmem,  and  paper. 

The  bill  for  veiling  in  the  Eaft 
Ifi^  ^oiapany,  for  a  kmiied  time. 


certain  territorial  acqnifi&uis  ob« 
taioed  in  India,  &c. 

The  houfe  and  fervants  tax  bill. 

The  bill  for  raifin^  i,5oo,oooL 
by  loans,  and  the  bill  for  raifing 
1,900,0001  by  Exchequer  bills* 

And  Bromfield's,  Sealy's^  and 
Sewell's  divorce  bills. 

Lately  was'  depofited  in  ^. 
the  library  of  the  Univer-  ^^■• 
fity  t>f  EcUnburgh  a  cabinet  of  me- 
dals, prefented  by  Princefs  Daf« 
chaw,  Comtefs  of  Woronzow; 
containing,  i.  A  feries  oftheSp* 
Tereigns  of  Ruffiat  from  the  Qraqid 
Duke  Rnrick,  who  reigned  at  No« 
▼ogrod,  A.  D,  862^  to  the  £m- 
prefs  Elizabeth,  who  was  placed 
on  the  throne,  A.  D.  1741.  2.  The 
medalKc  hiftory  ofRoffia,  in  a  fe- 
ries of  medals  ftruck  in  comme- 
moratioQ  of  the  great  events  which 
have  happened  in  that  empire  fron 
the  birth  of  Peter  the  Qreat,  A.  D. 
1672,  to  the  lurth  of  Alexander, 
fai  of  the  prefent  Qrand  Dnk^, 
A.  D*  1777.  3*  Medals  ftrack 
imder  different  Soverdgns,  in  ho- 
nour of  iUufkioMS  penons,  who 
had  diraitf^i|iflied  themfelves  in  the 
fervice  ot  thdr  country.  All  the 
medals  in  this  coUedion  are  of 
exquiflte  "workmanfliip.  Several 
of  them  finiihed  by  Ruffian  artifts; 
and,  in  elegance  of  defign,  at 
well  as  execution,  not  inferior  to 
the  medals  of  any  natioi^  ip  Et^ 
rope. 

Sixteen  fiulors,  lately  tried  at 
Ipfwich  for  the  murder  of  a  publi- 
can, at  whofe  houfe  thev  went  to 
imprefs  z*  man,  and  their  cafe 
foand  fecial,  were  brought  before 
the  Court  of  King's-bench,  to  re- 
ceive the  final  decifion  of  that 
court;  when,  on  ibme  defed  iu 
the  verdift  in  not  fixing  the  mur- 
der on  any  one  inparacular,  fhe 
*    [0]  4  whola 
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whole  were  jodsed  innocent,  and 
confeqoently  difcoarged. 
flch.  Bcacrcft,  in  behalf 

of  a  great  number  of  pri- 
foners  in  ihc  King's-bench,  prc- 
fented  a  petidon  tc^  the  court, 
with  an  afl^davitj  annexed,  prayicg 
their  lordfhips  interference  and 
fapport*  again  ft  fever  a!  crmp^a'.r.is 
therein  dated,  and  il!  treatment 
they  have  received  from  a  numbtr 
of  a/Tcdated  ptiibncrs,  who  had, 
in  oppofilion  to  all  law,  in  defiance 
of  the  marihal's  powers  and  con- 
trary to  ail  ideas  of  honefty  2nd 
fcumarity,  ereOed  chenilclves  into 
a  kind  of  tribunal,  difpofed  of  the 
jproperty,  and  infilled  corporal 
punilhment  on  HI  who  refufcd  to 
comply  mth  their  violent  and  un- 
juft  commands. 

Mr.  Beacroft  fald,  that  a  Capt. 
philips  and  a  Mr.  Chi11ingr\«orth 
kad  fafliioned  ^  Court  of  King' ^- 
bench  within  the  walls  of  the  pH- 
fon,  and  that  tht  former  (tiltrd 
liimfelf  maHhab  the  latter  his 
deputy.  That,  affiftcd  by  aboiit 
to  more,  they  iffucd  precepts, 
fnmmonfes,  orders,  decrees,  exe- 
cutions, &c»  againft  the  perfons 
and  proberty  of  prifoners,  and 
committed  many  flagrant  ads  of 
'Opprefliott  aind  injuflice,  which 
Mr.  Beacroft  obfervcd  did  not  call 
for  any  partieotar  motion^  but 
llifght  be  fubmhted  in  the  grofs  to 
the  wifdom  and  humanity  of  the 
court.  The  petition  and  affidavit 
were  read,  wnich  formed  nine  dif- 
ferent complidnts  to  the  court. 
That  there  were  only  140  rooms 
In  the  prifOki,  and  near  600  pri- 
Ibners ;  that  they  were  difpoflcflcd 
of  their  rooms,  at!  the  will  and 
difcreuon  of  the  abotrc  court;  that 
their  property  was  alfo  fciz^d  on 
and    mfpoftd    of  as    that    court 


thought  fit:  that  the  adaal  maf- 
flial  of  the  Ring*5-bench  had  mx 
vifited  the  bench  above  three  dnes 
in  the  lail  yea-:  that  the  above 
court  confiflcd  of  prifoners,  who 
had  long  been  intiilcd  to  their 
difcharges:  that  they  refufed  10 
go  i.Ji,  bccaufe  in  that  ca(c  they 
w-ruid  be  chilled  to  give  up  their 
property  to  their  ju:l  creditors: 
tha:  tr.at  court  by  their  oppreflions 
ard  extort :rr.s  had  even  raifed  the 
■price  cf  rrr-nis  frdhi  50I.  to  70 1. 
per  anr^r.i:  that  they  claimed 
them  ty  icnicritv,  and  let  rooms 
out,  rot  chufiT-g  to  live  in  them 
en  that  accocnt:  that  numbers  of 
them  had  been  long  fuprrfedable, 
or  intitlcd  to  their  difcharges  un- 
der icfnlvcnt  tifiz  and  lords  a£ls: 
and  laftly,  tha:  fuch  was  the  vio- 
lence and  cnormiiies  committed  by 
dicm,  that  it  was  dangerous  to  op- 
pofc  or  rcfufe  to  obey,  and  there- 
fore praved  the  court's  interpofi- 
'tion.  'I'Kid  complaint  Lord  Manf- 
field  faid  called  for  immediate  re- 
drefs,  but  in  doing  that  he  confef- 
fed  himfcif  at  a  lofs  how  to  fleer, 
as  in  doing  jufiice  to  the  dtilrefled 

Srifoner,  he  might  injure  "the  cre- 
itor,  who  equally  called  for  his 
attention.  The  court  were  form- 
ing feveral  rcfolutions  thereon, 
which  fecmcd  to  militate  againft 
its  own  intention,  fuch  as  dif- 
charging  thofc  intiiled  to  their  dif- 
charges, ^c.  wh*:^  Mr.  Dunning 
framed  the  following  order  of 
court,  *  that  every  prifoner  who 
had  been  lupeffcdablc  fix  months, 
and  who  had  nc^t  been  fupeffeded^ 
fliould  be' difchargcd  immediately^ 
unlefs  fuch  priloncr  Ihould  be 
chirged  with  a  frefh  aftioti,  and 
that  then  he  fhould  lofe  the  benefit 
of  his  feniority.*  'J'his  fully  met 
the    iniention    of  the   court,   and 

Lord 
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Lord  Mansfield  faid  he  faw  thp 
wifdom  of  it,  as  many  prifoners 
intitled  to  their  difcharges  would 
procure  friendly  anions  to  keep 
them  in  prifon,  merely  for  the 
iake  of  holding  the  ruoms,  which 
this  order  would  effeflually  flop. 
The  court  alfo  came  to  another  rc- 
folution,  v'liictt  was,  that  every 
prifoner  (hould  inhabit  the  room 
he  held;  and  ladly,  that  Capt* 
Philips  be  brought  up  on  Monday 
nextj  as  the  head  of  the  aflbcia- 
tion,  to  anfwer  pcrfonally  for  the 
violence  and  outrages  committed 
on  didrefll-d  and  injured  prifoners, 
by  him  and  his  defperadocs;  by 
the  firll  order  near  ico  prifoners 
will  be  difchargcd>  and  new  ones 
obtain  rooms  on  moderate  terms. 

,  Yefterday,     purfuant    to 

^  an  order   of  the  Court  of 

King's-bcnch,  on  Friday  laft, 
Capt.  Thomas  Philips  was  brought 
up  a  prifoner  from  the  King's- 
bench  prifon,  touching  the  Court 
of  King's-bench  within  the  prifon» 
"of  which  court  Captain  Philips 
aOed  as  Lord  Chief  Jullice,  and 
of  whom  complaint  had  been  then 
made,  as  guilty  of  many  a6b  of 
oppreflfion  to  his  fellow  prifonerst 
in  his  aifumed  character.  Captain 
Philips,  in  his  aflidavit,  dated, 
chac  the  court  was  formed  before 
he  became  a  prifoner;  that  foon 
ftfter  his  confinement,  he  was  una- 
himoufly  cledled  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
£ce,  and  that  the  court  was  not 
of  his  fubflituting,  but  committed 
to  his  prefidency.  Tiiat  the  court 
Was  highly  ferviceabic  to  the  com- 
munity, preventing  confufion  and 
diforder,  and  enforcing  regula- 
Htv. 

Mr.  Beacroft,  counfcl  for  the 
petitioning  prifoners,  the  foremoft 
of  whom  is  a  xnaflvr  fmith,  mtde 


no  obfervadon  to  the  court  on  the 
allcdged  offence  or  open  defence* 
but  moved,  <*  That  as  the  Lord 
Chief  Juilice  of  the  KingVbench 
piifon,  flood  charged  in  execution 
as  a  prifoner  at  the  fuit  of  die 
crown  (for  fmuggling) ,  &nd  as  there 
were  alfo  feveral  detainers  lodged 
againft  him,  as  well  for  criminal 
as  civil  matten,  he  be  remov^ 
from  the  feat  Of  his  jurifdi^oo» 
to  the  New  Jail  in  the  Borough." 
Lord  Mansfield  recapitolated  hit 
former  abhorrence  of  the  illegal 
and  oppreflive  meafures  of  that 
felf-crcated  court*  declared,  that 
if  it  was  continued,  the  members 
thereof  fhould  be4>roceeded  againft 
with  the  highell  feverity;  and  aa 
an  example,  ordered  his  brother 
julHce  to  be  inllantly  carried  to 
tlie  confined  purlieus  of  the  New 
Jail.  His  lordfliip  mentioned  alfo^ 
that  one  hundred  prifoners  were* 
on  examination,  found  to  be  dif- 
chargeable,  and  who  were  volun- 
tary prifoners,  iti  the  benefit  of 
letting  out  rooms,  and  for  the  con- 
venience of  fmuggling,  of  which 
number  was  the  I^rd  Chief  Juilice 
Philips,  and  that  k  very  corifider- 
able  feifure  had  been  made  on  Sa- 
turday lafl.  Mr.  Philips  wa&  im- 
mediately put  into  a  cOach,  and 
carried  to  his  new  lodgings.     . 

This  day  was  held  a  ^  ^ 
Common  Hall  at  Guild-  *♦"• 
hall,  for  the  choice  of  fuch  officers 
belonging  to  the  corporation  at 
are  annually  elected  on  this  day. 
As  foon  as  the  common  Cryer  had 
opened  the  court*  Mr.  Aldermaa 
Townfend  came  forward  with  4 
letter  in  his  hahd,  which  he  iaid 
he  had  received  firom  Mr.  Oliver^ 
one '  of  the  re^refcnutives  in  Par- 
liament  for  this  dty^  wkxch  wich 
their  leave  he  would  read. 

The 
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The  porpoft  of  it  wis,  tkit  be- 
log  okwed  to  fail  for  the  Weft 
lacfirs  looner  tkan  iie  czpeded* 
he  begged  Mr*  Torafend  wodd 
aCfoasBt  tlie  Cvery  of  his  iftteodon 
to  lefigQ  his  feat  in  the  Hooie  of 
ConmoBs^  bat  wodd  not  accepc 
cif  s  j»boe  from  the  crown  to  va- 
cate tt^  t3l  foch  time  as  he  had 
Aeir  conciirreoce*  and  therefore 
defifcd  him,  at  the  firft  Common 
'  Udl  that  was  caUed,  to  acquaint 
the  CTery  thereof*  and  not  make 
the  intention  known  till  that  time, 
left  any  advaouges  might  be  taken 
€>f  it}— -that  their  determinaiion 
Blight  be  lent  him,  and  his  anfwer 
fcceivcd  time  enough  to  choofe  % 
nember  in  his  room  before  the  next 
ftlBon* 

The  aibore  was  received  with 
g;reat  applaoie;  Mr.  Townfcnd 
aflurio^  the  fivery  that  Mr.  Oliver 
knew  be  would  not  make  any  bad 
■fe  of  the  prior  knowledge  of  the 
intended  vacancy*  as  he  did  not 
intend  to  oSkx  himielf  as  a  candi- 
date. 

The  eledkm  for  fterifFs  then 
came  00,  when  the  feveral  alder- 
men that  had  not  ferved  that  office 
were  called  over,  viz.  Mefl".  Kirk- 
man,  Woolridge,  Wright,  Pagh, 
and  Sainibury ;  the  firft  of  thefe 
had  a  great  number  of  hands,  the 
fecond  was  hifled  immoderately. 
Meftl  Wriffht  and  Poeh  had  almoU 
all  the  haods  upland  Mr.  Sainibury 
was  very  iiioch  clapped. 

Mefth.  Mackieth  imd  Taylor, 
who  had  been  drank  to  by  the 
mayors,  and  Meflirs.  Watfon  and 
Koxam,  propofed  by  the  livery, 
were  put  up,  and  weie  received 
with  clapping  of  hands;  on  which 
Ae  election  was  declared  in  fa- 
iFOiir  of  Mefl*.  Pugh  and  Wright; 
lot  a  poD  y^as  demanded  for  Mr« 


Kirkman,  which  was  witiidfawn 
by  his  own  defire,  in  a  handfemr 
Speech.  The  reft  of  the  officers 
were  re-chofim;  and  a  new  ale- 
conner deded. 

Died.  Sv  John  Dehifoot.EL 
aged  96,  Ckrk  Cootrolkr  of  die 
kitchen  to  George  1. 

At  Mile-end,  Mrs.  M.  Grimes 
aged  106. 

William  Kenrick,  ULD.  a  gen* 
tieman  well  known  in  the  literaij 
world. 

Lately,  at  Uttozeter,  Mifi  Naa- 
gle:  abonc  two  moodis  fince, 
while  diverting  herielf  inth  a  fmr- 
ing-gl^  the  rays  of  the  fon  idt 
£re  to  her  clothes,  and  bomt  her 
fo  as  to  occafion  her  death. 


JULY. 

An  afiion  brought  by  Sir  ^ 
Alex.  Lciih,  Bart,  againft  Mr. 
Pope  for  falfe  imprifonment,  and 
a  malicioQs  profecutton  for  a  pre* 
tended  felony  (which  was  tried  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  and  the  plaintiff 
in  this-a£lion  honourably  acooit- 
ted),  was  tried  before  Sir  William 
De  Grey  at  Guildhall,  and  a  ver* 
did  of  io/xx>l.  damages  given  to 
the  plaintiff. 

Fiiwna,  June  26.  This  capital 
was  grtatly  alarmed  this  morning, 
about  nine  o'clock,  by  the  blow- 
ing up  of  a  large  powder  maga* 
zine  in  the  out-fkirts  of  one  of 
the  fuburbs,  in  which  about  forty 
artillery-men  were  employed  in 
filling  cartridges,  whereby  many 
lives  wtre  loft.  The  roofs  of 
many  hoofes  in  the  adjoining  fn^ 
burb  were  confiderably  damaged; 
and  it  is  feared  that  numbers  of 
people  may  have  been  maimed  or 
de|lroyed» 
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ojti.  Prince  Charles  Llch- 
:in>  the  governor  of  the  town, 
immediately  to  the  fore,  and 
poffible  afliftance  was  given. 
Emperor  himfelf  arrived  from 
nbourg  with  the  otmoft  expe- 
1 ;  and,  by  his  Imperial  Ma- 
s  orders,  all  means  were  ufed 
ive  the  fpeedieft  relief  to  the 
ving  fufFerers. 

His  Majefty  went  to  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave  the 
afieiit  to, 

I  adt  for  remoiang  ceruin  dif- 
ies  with  refped  to  the  more 
y  and  effedual  manning  of 
V[ajeily*s  navy>  for  a  limited 

i  adl  for  augmenting  the  mt- 

And  to  one  private  bUI. 
vo    hundred  and  twenty-two 

received  the  royal  aiTent, 
L  is  the  greatell  nnmbcr 
n  m  one  feffions  for  many 
■ 

A  proclamation  was  UTued, 
:harging  all  officers  civil  and 
iry,  m  cafe  of  an  invalion,  to 

all  horfes,  oxen,  and  cattle 
>rovifioQs,  to  be  driven  from 
»  coafl  to  places  of  fecuricy, 
the  fame  may  not  fall  into  the 
of  the  enemy. 

oningham,  who  diilinguifhed 
If  at  the  beginning  of  the 
ican  troubles,  and  wl)o  took 
lotch  mail,  was  brought  pri- 

to  Falmouth  in  the  Gran- 
packet  from  New  York,  and 
1  in  the  caHle  there. 

The  feffions   at  the  Old 

Bailey^    which    began    on 

efilay,    ended,  when  the  fe- 

'oDowing  received  fentence  of 

James  Barret,  for  a  rape ; 

Rickcu,  for  honfe  breaking ; 

BrannoPf  and  Martin  Gal- 


lavan,  for  a  highway  robbery; 
Lucy  Johnfon,  (a  black),  for  a 
robbery  in  jl  houfe  of  ill  fame; 
Rt.  Roberts,  Wm.  M'Kenzie,  for 
dealing  a  horfe,  and  Pat.  Doyle 
for  bem?  an  acceflary  before  the 
faa.     ^ 

The  fame  day  was  tried  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  an  indi6lment  brou|^ht 
by  a  butcher  in  Whitechapel  aeamfl: 
a  young  gentleman  of  the  clever, 
for  pablilhing  a  libellous  ballad* 
refleding  in  the  grofleft  manner  on 
the    chaAity    of    the    profecutor's 
dauehter,   to  whom  the  defendant 
paid  his  addreiTes,  which  not  meet- 
ing   with  fuccefs,  he  in  revenge 
made  a  fong,  that  in  dired  terms 
charged  the  objedt  of  his  affedttont 
with    being  a  (trumpet.     He  em- 
ployed a  man  to  fing  this  carioos 
ditty  in  the  open  swrket.     The 
father,  being  informed  of  the  au- 
thor,  went   to  him,  and  was  an- 
fwQred,  *  What,  does  the  cap  fit 
you  ?  then  you  may  wear  iL'— The 
daughter    was    now    become  the 
fport  of  the  market,  and  her  lover 
even  pointed  her  out  to  a  throng 
of  fpedators,  who  joined  in   the 
ridicule.      Mr.    Howarth    opened 
the  profecution  very  gravely;  he 
allowed  that  the  fong  was  io  ridi- 
culouily  laughable,  that  the  jury 
had   a  right  to  exercife  their  rifi^ 
ble  features;  but  when  that  fpirit 
of  humour  had  fubfided,  they  muft 
agree    with    him,  that  it  was  a 
cafe   that   called   for  the  moft  fe- 
rious   confideration;    the  peace'  pf 
a  family,  the  reputation  of  a  vir- 
tuous   woman,  had  been  fcanda- 
louHy   defamed  by  the  malicious 
and  meditated  contrivance  of  the 
defendant.     Mr.   Morgan,  on  the 
other  fide,  kept  the  court  in  a  ro^ 
of  laughter*  by  a  fpeech  exccUcndf 
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contrafted  to  that  of  Mr.  Howarth ; 
but  the  attempt  to  turn  the  whole 
cafe  into  a  trifling,  unguarded  (lep 
of  his  client^  failed,'  a«  the  Re- 
cordef;,  in  his  charge,  coniidered 
it  in  an  alarmins;  point  of  view, 
as  a  preconcerted  icheme  to  ruin 
Ae  youAg  woman,  and  dedroy  the 
bappinefs  of  the  family.  He  was 
found  giultyt  paid  20 1.  cofts  of  the 
profecution,  aiked  pardon  in  court, 
mnd  agreed  to  recant  his  refledioos 
in  the  public  prints. 

.  Laft  week   was  tried  in 

'*^'  the  Couri  of  King's-bench. 
GuildhalU  London,  before  Sir 
Francis '  BuUer,  and  a  fjpecial 
jury,  the  right  of  a  claim  iet  up 
.  by  the  city  of  London,  to  a  duty 
Of  fijtpence  per  load  on  hay  fold 
in  Smithfiela,  not  the  property 
of  freeoietLiof  London.  This 
claim  was  difputed  by  fcveral  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Finchley,  who 
fee  ap  a  contrary  claim  to  an  ex- 
emption from  paying  the  faid  duty. 
On  the  pai-t  of  the  city  of  London, 
It  was  contended,  that  the  corpo- 
ration thereof  were  by  immemorial 
cnftom,  and  royal  grants,  intitled  to 
the  receipt  of  hay-toll  in  Smith - 
field-market,  from  all  non-free- 
men;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Pinchley  had,  repeatedly,  as  was 
proved,  paid  the  faid  hay -toll}  to 
which  cafe  was  added  the  tefli- 
nony  of  divers  old  toil-gatherers, 
who  depofed  that  they  took  the 
duty  of  all  non* freemen  whatever. 
The  defendants  fet  up  a  claim  to 
an  exemption  granted  in  favour  of 
the  Bilhop  of  London,  and  his 
men  or  tenants,  by  King  John, 
whereby  they  were  relieved  from 
the  payment  of  fuch  duties  and 
tolk;  to  which  they  added  the  tef- 
timotay  of  divers  old  witnelFes, 
ivh»  depofed  that  they  had  fome 


1779- 

thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  years  fince. 
fold  hay  at  Smith  field,  without 
paying  the  fix-pence  per  load,  of 
fate  years  demanded,  and  received 
by  the  coUeftors  of  duties  and 
tolls  in  that  market ;  but  as  it  did 
not  appear  that  Finchley  wat  a 
manor  belonging  to  the  Bifhop  of 
London,  at  the  time  the  aforefaid 
exemption  was  granted  to  his  te- 
nants, and  as  the  exceptions  with 
refped  to  the  payment  of  the  dif- 
puted duty  were  dubious,  a  ver- 
di^  was  given  for  the  city  of  Lon- 
don. 

A  Regifter  of  the  Weather      g  . 
for  Seven  \&ays  paft. 

N.  6.  It  was  taken  in  London, 
the  snilrument  on  an  Eaftera 
afpe^l,  and  in  the  fhade. 

FARENHtlx'sTHEaMOMBTlR. 

Wind. 
N 
N. 

N. 
N.E.byN. 
N.E.byN. 
K.E.byK. 

E. 

£. 

The  extreme  heat  felt  in  the 
courfe  of  la  ft  week  occafioned  the 
above  obfervation,  the  truth  of 
which  may  be  .depended  upon.  In 
the  middle  column,  or  afternoon  3^ 
the  heat  has  been  fo  great  as 
fcarcely  ever  to  have  been  remem- 
bered in  this  climate;  and  as  a 
confirmation  of  its  intcnfenefs,  Mr. 
Fofier,  in  his  lail  publifhed  obfer- 
vations  on  the  South  -  American 
iflands,  which  are  in  the  torrid 
zone,  and  of  courfe  under  a  verti- 
cal fun,  dirc6tly  over  their  heads, 
with  no  fhadow,  fays,  that  the 
heat  is  generally  from  80  degrees 
to  90;   now,    upon  infpe^on  of 

the 


1779- 

Mo.g. 

Aft,  3. 

Ev.9. 

uly  II 

77 

Si 

79 

>2 

7S 

78 

76 

13 

76 

Si 

79 

H 

76 

.7» 

7i5 

'5 

76 

Soi 

7S 

16 

75 

83 

74 

17 

70 

73 

71 

CHRONICLE. 


riwi 


the  above  column,  there  will  be 
found  four  days  out  of  feven  above 
80;  on  the  1 6th  even  a;  83,3  great 
height  indeed  for  us. 

1  On    Friday  laft  died,  in 

'  the  31ft  year  of  his  age-,  at 
Oxford,  that  king  of  horfes.  Old 
Maflc,  late  the  property  of  the  Earl 
of  Abingdon,  and  fire  of  many  of 
the  tirft  racers  ever  known  in  this 
country  ;  among  which  are  Eclipfe, 
Tranfit,  Shark,  Pretender,  Mag- 
polio^  Leviathan,  Mafquerade,  &c. 
&c. 

th  Capt.  Caton,  formerly 
9  *  mailer  of  a  (hip  in  the  mer- 
chants fervice,  but  having  acquired 
a  fortune  had  quitted  the  Tea,  was 
during  the  courfe  of  the  month 
forciWy  feifcd  by  a  prefs  pang  on 
the  public  exchange  at  Briltol,  and 
carried  on  board  a  tender.  He 
has  fmce  been  relcafcd,  but  not 
before  his  friends  had  applied  to 
the  navy. board,  and  had  moved 
for  a  habeas  corpus  to  procure  his 
enlargement. 

Died.  One  Jean  Aragus,  ana* 
tive  of  the  village  of  Lallua,  in  Tur- 
key, near  Ragufa,  died  on  the  6th 
of  March  laft,  in  the  123d  year  of 
his  age,  leaving  deifcendants  to  the 
fifth  generation,  confiding  of  160 
perfons,  all  living  in  the  fame  viU 
lage:  he  had  his  health  to  the  laft, 
was  blefTed  with  an  extraordinary 
memory  and  found  judgment,  and 
pafled  his  lad  moments  without 
pain,  extending  his  blef&ng  to  his 
Inrrounding  family.  He  always 
lived  a  life  of  labour,  and  walked 
a  great  deal,  a  ycry  little  time  be- 
fore hit  death  walked  a  very  con- 
fidcntble  diflance  to  mafs,  accord- 
ng  to  his  tifual  cuilom.  The  em« 
^cjmeut  of  his  early  davs  was  to 
COMofi  the  caravans;   he  after- 


wards took  to  farmings  which  he 
purfued  with  great  indufb-y,  intel- 
ligence, and  fucccfs;  he  always 
lived  very  temperately,  and  his 
known  honefly  and  good  qualities 
made  him  cdeemed  wlule  living, 
and  regretted  when  dead,  even  by 
the  Turks  themfelves,  who  are 
not  very  apt  to  efleem  people  qf 
a  different  pcrfuafion  from  thcm« 
felves. 


AUGUST. 

At  New<;^Ie  was  tried, 
before  Mr.  luflice  Buller,  and  ^^' 
a  Special  Jury,  an  iffue  dircfted 
by  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  m  the 
long  contefled  caufe  between  the 
ReSlor  of  Simonbnm  an^  the  oc* 
cupicrs  of  ancient  farms  within 
that  parifh,  relative  to  a  claim 
made  by  the  former  of  agiflment 
tithe  in  kind.  The  queftion  for 
the  determination  of  the  jury  in 
this  iffue  was.  whether  a  modus 
of  I  d.  which  Dr.  Scot  infided  was 
fur  Hay-tithe,  did  or  did  not  ex- 
tend to  grafs  agtded  or  eaten  by 
unprofitable  cattle  f  After  a  long 
hearing,  the  jury  gave  a  veidiiS 
againd  the  re€tor  upon  the  clear- 
ed evidence,  to  the  entire  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  learnedjudge  who  tried 
the  caufe. 

At  the  afGzes  for  the  coun-  ^  , 
ty  of  Surry  was  tried,  before  ""* 
Lord  Mansfield,  a  caufe  wherein 
the  inhabitants  of  Walworth  were 
plaintiffs,  and  the  Commiifioners 
of  Sewers  defendants.  The  mat- 
ter in  queftion  was,  «<  Whether  a 
houfe  no  way  benefited  by  the 
Sewers,  or  anv  of  the  faid  com« 
iniffioncrs  works,  had  a  right  to 
be  by  them  aflefTed.*  After  very 
Irgmed 
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learned  debates  for  upwards  of 
three  hoars,  the  jury  gave  a  ver* 
did  for  theplaintiffs. 

^  The  deputy  -  recorder 
".  •  ^  made  the  report  to  his  Nta- 
jefty  in  council  of  the  fcven  capi- 
tal  convids  now  under  fentence  of 
death  in  Newgate,  when  the  five 
following  were  ordered  for  execu- 
tion on  Wednefday  the  25th  in* 
ilant>  viz.  Michael  Brannon  and 
Martin  Gallavany  alias  Gallaway, 
Lucy  Johnfon,  a  black  woman, 
Thomas  Ricketts,  and  James  Bar- 
rett. Johnfon  was  afterwards  re-* 
prieved,  and  the  othei^  executed. 

The  two  following  were  refpited 
during  his  Majefty's  pleafure, 
viz.  Kenneth  William  Williams 
M<Ktnzie>  alias  William  Murray, 
and  Patrick  Doyle. 

J.  This  day  the  Duke  of 

'  Northumberland,  preceded 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sellon,  with  many 
of  the  comraiffioners  for  pavements, 
and  inhabitants  of  Cfcrkenwell; 
the  artificers  and  workmen,  with 
the  feveral  enfigns  of  their  refpec- 
tive  employment/,  and  followed 
by  va  train  of  juftices  of  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  clofed  by  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  chairman,  went  from 
Kcks's-hall  to  Clerkenwell-green, 
where  his  Grace  laid  the  founda- 
tion ftone  of  the  new  Court- houfe- 
to  be  there  ereded  in  the  room  of 
Hicks's-hall.  The  following  is  a 
traofiation  of  the  infcription  placed 
under  the  done: 

«<  The  iirft  ftone  of  this  Selfion- 
houfe,  ereded  for  the  ufe  of  the 
coonty  of  Middlefex,  and  for  other 
good  and  neceilary  purpo&s»  fbr 
the  belter  performance  of  the 
King's  fervice  in  the  laid  county, 
in  porfuaace  of -an  adl  of  parlia- 
ment fliade  and  paflfedin  the  i8th 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  George 


the  Third,  was  laid  by  the  moff 
noble  and  puiflant  Pnnce  Hugh 
Duke  and  Earl  o^  Northumber- 
land, Cuflos  Rotulorum  of  the 
faid  county,  at  the  requeft,  and  in 
the  prefence  of  the  Commiffioners 
appomted  for  building  the  fald 
Seflion-houCe,  on  Friday  the  20th 
dayof  Augud,  1779.** 

The  woman  who  fet  her  , 
houfe  on  fire  in  Warwick-  ^^ 
lane,  was  examined  before  Alder- 
man Pugh,  at  Guildhall,  when  it 
appearea  that  her  goods  were  in- 
fured  for  700 1,  though  all  fhe  had 
in  the  houfe  w^s  not  worth  60 1. 
When  file  gave  the  alarm  of  Rrc, 
(he  thought  the  houfe  pad  recover- 
ing* being  in  flames  in  feveral 
places;  and  (he  particularly  made 
an  outcry  after  a  box,  which  fhe 
faid  was  full  of  lace  and  other 
goods  to  the  value  of  300 1.  but 
when  found,  was  full  of  nothing 
but  combufHbles.  She  had  fet  it 
on  fire,  and  the  back  part  of  it 
was  burning,  as  were  feveral  other 
pieces  of  furniture  in  the  fame 
room.  She  behaved  with  uncom- 
mon audacity,  and  charged  the 
perfon  who  wu  chiefly  inttru  men- 
tal in  her  dctedlion  with  a  crimi- 
nal intercourfe  with  her  maid,  a 
Dutch  girl,  who  could  hardly  fpeak 
EngliS),  and  who  had  been  with 
her  but  a  few  days.  Circumftances 
were  ftrong  againll  her,  and  fhe  was 
committed  to  gaol. 

Extras   0/  a   Letter  fftn  DuUin^ 
J^gu/i  17. 

^  At  the  furomer  aflizes  for  the 
county,  and  county  of  the-city  of 
Waterford,  the  High  Sheriff, 
Grand  Juries,  and  principal  inha- 
bitants met,  for  the  purpofe  of 
taking  into  confideration  the  pre* 
fent  ruinous  ftate  of  (he  trade  and 
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]iAfiufii£hire8»  and  the  alarming 
decline  in  the  value  of  the  (laple 
commodities  of  this  Idngdom ;  and 
looldne  upon  it  as  an  indifpenfible 
dutv  that  they  owed  their  country 
and  themfelves,  to  reftrain»  by 
every  means  in  their  power,  thefe 
growing  evils»  they  came  to  and 
figned  the  fc^owing  refolutions,  to 
tl^  number  of  i66  : 

««  Refolved,  That  we»  oar  fa- 
milies, and  all  whom  we  can  in- 
floence*  (balU  from  this  day,  wear 
and  make  nfe  of  the  manufadures 
of  this  country,  and  this  country 
only,  undl  fuch  Ume  as  all  par- 
tial reftridions  on  our  trade,  im- 
pofed  by  the  ilfiberal  and  contrad- 
ed'  policy  of  our  fifler  kingdom, 
be  removed :  but  if,  in  confequence 
of  this  our  refolution,  the  manufac- 
turers (whofe  intereft  we  have  more 
immediately  under  confideration) 
ihottld  ad-  fraudulently,  or  com- 
bine to  impofe  upon  the  public, 
we  fhnJl  hold  ourielves  no  longer 
bound  to  countenance  and  fupport 
them. 

«<  Refolved,  That  we  wall  not 
deal  with  any  merchant  or  (hop- 
keq3er  who  (hall,  at  any  time  here- 
after, be  deteded  in  impofing  any 
foreign  mannfadure  as  the  manu- 
fiidure  of  this  country." 
g^  Laft  week  a  labourer,  in 
digging  for  the  foundation 
bf  the  intended  portico  for  the 
Archbiftiop  of  Canterbury's  grand 
entrance  to  his  Park  near  Lambeth 
church,  found  a  trunk,  to  appear* 
ance  like  the  cafe  of  a  fowling- 
|Mece,  when  packed  up  for  expor- 
fation*  which  contained  the  Icg- 
hOBCfl  of  a  man,  together  with  a  cu- 
rioat  antique  (hoe;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  bones,  after  being  ex- 
fOkd  to  Che  air«  fell  to  duU,  the 


ihoe,  thoush  leather  flill  remained 
perfed  and  intire.  It  is  fuppofed  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Antiquariaa 
Society  to  have  been  the  leg-bones 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers,  whofs 
leg,  from  ^  being  loaoed  with  a 
heavy  chain  during  his  imprifon- 
ment  at  the  time  of  the  confine- 
ment of  the  Biihops  Hooper,  Rid* 
ley,  and  Latimer,  in  the  Arch- 
biihop  of  Canterbury's  tower,  near 
about  the  time  of  the  recanution  of 
Archbiihop  Cranmer,  had  mortified^ 
and  was  cut  off.  This  happened  in 
the  year  155J,  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary. 

We  have  from  Kangfton,      g^ 
in  Jamaica,  the  following  • 

account  of  the  burning  of  his  Ma« 
jelly's  (hip  Glafgow :  it  was  occa- 
iioned  by  the  careleflhefs  of  the 
Steward,  in  going  down  to  the 
hold  with  a  candle  in  his  hand  to 
draw  rum,  and  the  (hip  was  in* 
drely  confumed,  notwitbftanding 
cvtry  effort  was  ufed  by  Captain 
Lloyd,  his  officers  and  crew.  The 
Captain  feeing  no  profped  of  fav- 
ing  the  (hip,  ordered  the  powder 
to  M  thrown  overboard ;  to  which 
condud  the  fhip(»ng  in  the  har- 
bour, and  even  tne  town,  owe  their 
prefervation :  no  lives  were  loll  ex- 
cept the  Mafter,  who  Was  fnatched 
out  of  the  flames  miferably  fcorch* 
ed,  and  died  next  morning  on  board 
his  Majelly's  brigantine  Badger^ 
in  which  Capt.  Lloyd,  |his  officers^ 
and  men,  failed  on  Thurfdav  laft 
for  Port  Royal.  The  tnhaliitants 
were  thrown  into  confafion,  as  her 
broadfide  lay  towards  the  towiit 
and  the  guns  being  all  loaded,  went 
off  as  the  fire  approached  them« 
the  (hot  of  which  oamand  feveral. 
houfes,  but  happily  did  no  other 
execution* 

SUMMER 
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SUMMER    ASSIZES. 

At  Oxford,  two  wei^  cafutaQj 
9#nvi£ted. 

At  Salifbory,  two— one  of  wllom 
was  the  noted  highway  woman— 
(oth  were  reprieved. 

At  Hereford,  two. 

At  Cambridge,  one— reprieved. 

At  Huntingdon,  one-— reprieved. 

At  Chelmsford,  fix  •-^  four  re- 
prieved. 

Ax  Worcefler,  one-^reprieved. 

At  Stafford,  ^hreje«^wo  repriev- 
ed. 

At  Croydon  (for  Surry)  fix. 

At  the  affixes  for  the'  county  of 
$omerfe|.  Sir  William  Yea,  Bart. 
liy  the  fencence'  of  the  Crown 
Judge,  under  three  profecuiions, 
two  for  forcible  entries,  and  the 
Qther  for  a  very  outrageous  aiTault 
on  his  tenant's  wife,  was  ftned  lool. 
4nd  ordered  to  be  imprifoned  in  the 
county  jail  for  two  months. 

At  Bridgewater,  two. 

At  York,  four-— three  reprieved. 

At  Bury,  one. 

Dorchefter,  Durham,  Newcaftle, 
Ijorfblk^  W  Buckingham,  proved 
3|iaiden. 

Napkst  Jug.  I  a  On  Sunday 
mghti  the  8tk  inilant,  we  had 
the  moil  tremendous  eruption  of 
iMlount  Vefuvius  that  can  be  ima- 
ftioed,  fnd  fuch  as  the  oldcd  per- 
lon  here  never  experienced.  For 
ibme  preceding  days  the  volcano 
bad  been  very  noify  and  unquiet, 
throwing  up  ted-hot  ilones,  and 
cmitoiig  lava  at  times,  but  not 
fredyi  Between  nine  and  ten 
o'clock  the  discharge  of  ilones  and 
ififlaiped  matter  from  the  crater 
ioclrfiiffd  9viiry  inilant,  and  then 
Vxrft  into  one  complete  (beet  of 
fire,    which   mounted    firait,  and 


continued  in  full  force  about  If 
minutes,  when  it  ceafed  abruptly. 
The  elevation  of  that  column  of 
fire  was  at  leaft  equal  to  ihree  timet 
that  of  Mount  Vefuvius  itfclf, 
which  ri{es  upwards  of  three  thou* 
fand  feven  huncU^d  feet  perpendi« 
Cttlarly  above  the  level  of  the  fea« 
The  whole  cone  of  Vefuvius,  and 
part  of  the  neighbouring  monn« 
tain  of  Somma,  were  foon  covered 
with  red-hot  flones  and  liquid  burn- 
ing matter,  which  fet  fire  to 
woods,  houfes,  vineyards,  &c.  The 
great  fall  of  this  tremendous  co-> 
lumn  of  fire  was  chiefly  on  the 
country  of  Ottaiano,  where  it  has 
delbt)yed  the  habitations  of  twelve 
thoufand  people,  and  the  land  is 
covered  with  a  ftratum  of  fcoriae 
and  erupted  matter  of  about  the 
thickness  of  two  or  three  feet: 
fome  of  the  flones  that  fell  there 
weighed  above  an  hundred  pounds; 
and  as  that  country,  on  the  other 
fide  of  Somma,  mUd  be  (in  a  di-» 
tc£t  line)  at  leaft  four  miles  from 
the  crater  of  Vefuvius,  the  ex- 
treme height  of  the  column  of  fire 
above  mentioned  feems  to  be  con« 
firmed.— Caccia-Bella,  a  hunting- 
feat  of  their  Sicilian  Majefiiesj 
fi;uated  between  Ottaiana  atkl 
Nola,  is  likewife  deflroyed,  and 
it  is  feared  many  people  have  pe- 
rifhed ;  but  as  yet  no  exad  account 
of  tills  melancholy  accident  is 
publiihed,  all  being  in  the  utmoft 
conflernation.  The  inhabitants  of 
Portici,  Torre  del  Greco,  and  of 
Torre  del  Annonciata,  have  fled  $ 
and  as  their  fituation  is  much  nearer 
to  the  volcano  than  the  country 
deflroyed,  they  mud  have  fuffered 
more,  had  not  the  wind  been  much 
in  their  favour,  and  carried  all  the 
erupted  matter  i^  a  contrary  ^ 
refUon. 

Yefterdajr 
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Yefierday  Vefuvias  was  mach 
agitated,  and  threw  violently,  bat 
oothing  in  comparifon  of  what  it 
above  related.  Until  the^  lava 
(which  by  its  confinement  in  the 
bowels  of  the  moan  tain  occafions 
thefe  horrid  fpafms)  finds  a  vent, 
we  cannot  be  free  from  the  appre- 
henfions  of  an  earthquake,  which 
might  do  great  damage  to  this  ca- 
pital. 

The  appearance  of  the  eruption 
on  Sunday  night  was  far  beyond 
defcription :  clouds  of  the  blackeft 
fmoke  accompanied  the  liquid  fire 
that  was  thrown  up;  and  from 
thefe  doods  conflantly  iflued  the 
bnghteil  forked  lightning.  The 
relf  of  the  fky  was  free  from 
clouds;  and  before  the  eruption  it 
had  been  a  clear  flar-light  night. 
We  are  in  the  mid  ft  of  proceflions ; 
and  the  head  of  St.  Januarius  has 
been  expofed,  which  is  confidered 
as  the  lall  refource  in  times  of 
danger.  We  hope  we  fhall  foon 
fee  the  lava  break  out,  when  all 
will  be  calm  again. 

NapUsi  Aug.  17.  On  Wednef- 
day  lafl  Mount  Vefuvius  alarmed 
OS  again;  but  a  quantity  of  lava 
being  difcharged,  it  is  hoped 
this  tremendous  eruption  is  near- 
ly at  an  end.  The  whole  coun- 
try, for  three  miles  round  Ot- 
laiano,  lies  buried  under  afhes; 
and  bad  that  fhower  continued 
eoe  hoor  longer,  every  inhabi- 
tant of  that  town  muft  have  pe- 
rilled under  the  ruins  of  the 
hooles,  as  in  the  city  of  Pompeii, 
ia  the  reign  of  Titus.  As  yet 
w^  have  only  heard  of  two  lives 
'Wing  loft;  though  the  deftradlion 
aad  defbbuion  of  the  country  about 
QuiiaDO  is  beyond  defcription; 
aad  the  damage  eflimated  at  leaft 
Id  xoojdoo  dacats. 


DiiD,  Mr.  Samuel  Back,  aged 
8^,  the  furvivor  of  the  two  inge- 
nious brothers  who  ^t^  attempte(i. 
and  executed  a  feries  of  views  of 
moi^aftic  and  other  ruins  in  £og« 
land  in  400  plates; 


SEPTEMBER. 

Mamcbtfter,  Septtmbtr^  3*  At  Ham 
laft  aflizes  at  Lancafter,  cauiei 
were  brought  againft  three  of  the 
principal  linen  drapers  of  thia 
town  for  felline  prohibited  EAft«« 
India  filk  handkerchiefs:  verdida 
againft  then^  all  were  found,  with-^ 
out  any  difficulty,  and  they  wero 
each  fined  in  the  penalty  of  200  L 
one-third  to  the  King,  and  tho 
other  two-thirds  to  the  profecntors^ 

As  a  total  fuppreffion  of  the  iUe 
of  thefe  kind  of  handkerchiefs  for 
home  confumption  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  filk  weavers,  fe« 
veral  thoufands  aftiembled  together 
this  morning  with  ^reen  aprona 
on,  cockades  in  their  hats,  the 
colours  belonging  to  the  trade^ 
and  a  number  of  pieces  of  Eaft- 
India  filk  handkerchiefs  fixed  oq 
the  top  of  long  poles ;  they  walk* 
ed  through  the  (own,  the  bellt 
ringing,  and  at  the  New  Crois 
burned  the  handkerchiefs. 

The  laft  arch   over  the 


new   bridge    at    Newcaftle 


Vot. 


XXIL 


nth. 

was  clofed  this  day.  The  whole 
ftrudlure,  for  ftrength,  elegance, 
and  good  workman(hip,  refted 
much  credit  on  the  archite^  and 
builders. 

From  Thetford  we  have  an  ac* 
count  of  the  following  fingular  in- 
llance  of  fertility :  Mr.  Bidwell  of 
that  town  planted  in  his  yard  laft 
O^ober    a  Geniong   tree,    from 

\B\  which 
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wMcIi  he  gathered  in  July  nine 
applet;  in  Aogoft  it  hloflbmed 
jgjon,  and  is  at  prefent  foil  of 
fraiCy  (bme  as  large  as  Black- 
hirds  eges.  Tbtt  mzy  afford 
matter  of  curioas  inqairj  to  bota- 
lUfts. 

I  cth  ^  ^^^  daring  and  in- 

^    *        human  murder  was  com- 
mitted  en  the  afternoon   of  this 
day  near  the  eighteen  mile  ftone, 
Itetween  Hoddeidon  and  Ware  in 
Htrtfordfhirej  about  foar  o'clock^ 
fhe   afnal   hour    that   die   fta^e- 
teaches   fr6ra  Hertford  pafs  uat 
fp0L      A  perfen  going   to  Ware 
abbut  three  o'clock,  omerved  four 
Mflt  haymakers  coming  oot  of  that 
tcWIrify  and  opon  his  return   heard 
the  groani  m  a  peribn  from  the 
k)ttoAi'of  a  pit  OTergrown  with 
buihes,    dole  to   the  road.      On 
tlB||iAimng  the  place,  an  unfortu- 
nate creature  was  difcovered  wel- 
Mrittg  in  his  b]6od,  and  fo  (hock- 
tftgly  bmifed  and  mangled  about 
the  head  and  face,  as  to  render  any 
knowledge  of  him  iinpoffible,  un- 
left  from  his  drefs.    He  expired  in 
a  ftlv  minutes  after  he  was  taken 
op.      A   fufpiciott   arofe   that    he 
was  one  of  the  fonr  men  feen  com- 
ing but  of  Ware,  and  that  he  had 
been  murdered  by  his  companions. 
A  purfuit  wa.i  immediately  fet  on 
foot;   and  through  the  great  adti- 
vity  of  (bme  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Hoddefdon,  three  of  the  four  men 
were  taken  about  eight  o'clock,  at 
a  private  .lodging-hoofe  out  of  the 
puoUc  road;   and  after  a  feparate 
examination,  in  which  was   much 
variation  in  their  accounts  of  them- 
iefves,  and  upon  the  oaths  of  yery 
xredible    ^tneffes,    who    faw    all 
lour  in   company   near    the  fpot, 
^hey  were  on  Thurfday  the  i6th 
^ely  tedgcd  in  Hertford  goa!>  to 


take  their  trial  at  the  aflizes>— It  is 
generally  foppofed  that  the  wifor- 
tanate  objed  of  their  cmelty  had 
pmdendy  faved  more  money  than 
the  left,  as  his  pocket  was  cut  off, 
mid  above  thirtv  (hilfings  foand 
upon  one  of  hts  comrades,  the 
other  two  having  no  apparent 
means  of  fnbfifting  on  the  road. 

The  Duchefs  of  Devon-  j^ 

(hire,  with  Lord  and  Lady  ' 
Spencer,  and  feveral  other  perfons 
of  rank  arrived  in  town  from  Spa 
in  Germany,  bat  Jaft  from  Oftend, 
on  board  the  Fly  (loop.  In  their 
paflage  they  were  attacked  by  two 
French  cotters,  which  were  beat 
off  after  a  long  engagement,  in 
which  feveral  of  the  crew  of  the 
iloop  were  lulled  and  wjMinded* 

His  Majefty  in   Council      g  i 
was  thb  diay  pleafed  to  or*  * 

der,  that  the  Parliament  which 
ftands  prorogued  to  Thurfday  the 
1 6th  of  this  inftant  September, 
flioold  be  further  prorogued  to 
Thurfday  the  yth  of  Oaober 
next. 

This  day  the  feffions  ^ 
ended  at  the  Old  Bailey,  **"* 
when  the  ten  fbllowine  prifoners 
received  fentence  of  death,  viz. 
Sarah  Budge,  for  ftealing  goods  in 
the  houfe  o7  John  Whitfield;  James 
Lake,  for  robbing  William  Wheat- 
ley  on  the  highway,  near  Nine- 
Elms,  of  a  gold  watch,  half  a 
guinea,  &c. ;  Thomas  King,  a 
foldier,  for  ftealing  a  quantiiy  of 
plate  in  the  dwelling-houfe  of  Ro- 
bert Anderfon,  a  publican  of 
Shadwell,  upon  whom  he  was  • 
quartered;  Jeremiah  Hctherley, 
for  ftealihg  five  hats  in  the  fliop 
of  Richard  Burton  and  William 
Bulby ;  Mnrgaret  Creamer,  for 
robbing  Jt'hn  Scarlet  of  two  gui- 
neas, &ree  ihillings,  and  a  pockca 
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book*  on  Saltpetre-Bank;  Wil- 
liam Chamberlayne,  for  flealiiig 
oat  of  a  letter  in  the  General  Foil* 
Officej  in  Lombard-llreet,  dircdl- 
cd  to  William  Cunningham,  Efq ; 
Chriil  Church,  Oxford,  a  certain 
promifibry  note  of  Thcma:>  Ham- 
meriley,  for  the  partners  of  the 
Excliange  Banking  Company  and 
Self,  for  the  payment  of  loJ.  to 
William  Cunningham  or  order,  on 
demand;  on  his  arraignment  he 
pleaded  guilty;  John  P;.ars,  for 
stealing  a  mare,  verdid  found 
Ipecial  ;  Mary  Jones,  alias  Wood, 
for  itealing  divers  linen. drapery 
goods,  the  property  of  William 
Jones,  in  his  (hop  in  Oxford -ftreet ; 
Ilabella,  the  wife  of  1  homas  Con- 
don, and  John  Field,  for  coining 
and  counterfeiting  (hillings;  nine 
were  ordered  to  be  kept  to  hard 
!ibour  in  rai£ng  fand,  &c.  on  the 
Thames;  twelve  to  be  imprifoned 
in  Nevwgate ;  and  nine  to  be  kept 
to  hard  labour  in  die  houfe  gf 
corredtion. 

f^hilip  Kiernan  was  convicted  of 
feloniouHy  killing  and  flaying 
Thomas  Greaves,  a  porter  in 
Gray's'Jnn)  in  a  quarrel;  fined 
one  ihilling,  and  diiciiarged. 

William  Aikins  and  George 
Wells,  two  watchmen,  were  con- 
vified  of  killing  and  flaying  Tho- 
mas Hughes,  who  having  made 
tome  diilurbance  in  a  public-houfe 
in  George-ilreet,  was  by  the  land- 
lord put  in:o  their  charge,  in  or- 
der to  be  ftnt  10  the  watch-houfe, 
in  the  way  to  which  being  very 
unruly,  on  his  arrival  there  he  was 
put  into  confinement  in  a  room, 
where  in  a  little  time  after  he  was 
fimnd  dead. 

Mary  Adey,  alias  Lloyd,  alias 
FamulJo,  was  uied  on  an  indid- 
menc,  for  the  marder  of  William 


Barnet,  by  ftabbiog  hin  in  tkt 
breafl  with  a  knife,  on  hb  enter* 
ing  with  others  the  apartment  of 
one  Farmillo,  with  whom  (he  co« 
habiiied,  and,  as  fhe  thought,  with 
intent  to  imprefs  him.  The  Jary 
found  the  verdi^  fpecial^.and  fhe 
IS  referred  for  the  opinion  of  tho 
Judges. 

Mifs  Elizabeth  Watkins,  tried 
for  the  murder  of  her  natural  child* 
wa&  acquitted. 

Among  thofc  convided  of  felo- 
nies was  one  Richard  Mealing,  for 
receiving  a  quantity  of  brafs  pat- 
terns and  fliruff,  the  property  of 
Job  Cox,  and  James  Penticrofs; 
and  immediately  on  his  receiving 
fcntence  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour 
on  the  Thames  for  feven  years,  he 
drew  a  penknife  unperceived,  and 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  courc 
plunged  the  fame  a  little  on  one 
fide  the  throat,  fomewhat  above 
the  collar  bone,  and  worked  the 
fame  about  for  fome  feconds  betbi^ 
it  was  known  what  he  was  doing* 
when  the  knife  was  wrenched  front 
him ;  though  the  wound  was  ter- 
rible, the  blade  being  above  three 
inches  long,  and  he  flabbed  as  far 
as  the  handle,  it  is  faid  not  to  be 
dangerous. 

Thomas  Wright,  Efq;  g. 
Alderman  and  Stationer,  ^°"** 
and  Evan  Pugh,  Efq;  Alderman 
and  Skinner  were  fwom  into  the 
office  of  IherifFs  of  this  city,  and 
fheriifs  of  the  county  of  Middle* 
fex,  for  the  year  enfuine,  at  Guild- 
hall. 

The  fame  day  Brackley  Ken- 
-nett,  Efq ;  was  chofen  Lord  Mayor 
of  this  city, 

Rome^  Sif.  29.  Yefterday,  at 
feven  in  the  morning,  the  light- 
ning fet  fire  to  the  magazine  of 
powder  m  the  diudel  of  Civitt- 

in  »  Vecchii. 
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Vaxlut>-The  roof  of  the  ^ace 
of  the  Gofernor  was  blown  in  the 
mr,  the  willi  rent«  the  Mount  of 
Piety  overtonied  and  deftroyed, 
and  an  the  churchei  and  hoofei'in 
the  neighbourhood  damaged. 

The  celebrated  coUedion  of  |nc* 
turet  at  Hooghton,  was  lately  fold 
to  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  and  was 
flupped  at  the  port  of  Lynn  in  the 
^oorfe  of  this  month. 

.  The  SanOe  Jneas,  Don 

3°^*  Redoflb,  a  Spanilh  man  of 
war  £rom  the  Manillas  to  Cadiz, 
laden  with  gdd»  £lver,  filk,  cof- 
fee, china,  cochineal,  indi^  Sec* 
which  was  taken  and  caindd  into 
the  Shannon,  by  the  Amazon  pri- 
vateer of  Liverpool,  and  the  Ranger 
of  Brifiol,  after  an  engagement  of 
two  hours,  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
richeft  prize  taken  fince  the  Ma- 
nilhi  flup  by  Admiral  Anfon. 

The  number  of  prifoners  of  war 
BOW  confined  in  tlus  kingdom  and 
Ireland,  according  to  the  lateft  re- 
foms,  amount  to  12,000,  of  whom 
600  are  Spaniards,  saoo  Ameri- 
cans, and  the  remainder  French; 
that  is  to  fay,  uken  in  the  French 
prizes.  ^ 

Died,  John  Glynn,  Efq;  fer- 
jeant  at  law.  Recorder  of  London 
and  Exeter,  member  for  Middle- 
fex,  and  one  of  themoft  cele- 
brated conditutional  lawyers  of  the 
age.  He  fucceeded  Baron  Eyre  as 
Recorder  of  London  in  1772.  The 
old  ialary  is  180I.  which  the  com- 
mon coQDcil  have  ufually  made  up 
400I.  The  fervices  of  Mr.  (now 
B^ron)  Eyre  occafioned  an  addi- 
tion of  200 1,  and  thofe  of  Mr. 
Glynn  were  rewarded  by  increafing 
the  falary  to  lOOoU 

John  Armftrong,  M.  D.  a  phy- 
fician  of  great  eminence,  and  not 
lefs  diftingnifhed  a%  a  poet. 


At  Enfield,  aged  86,  Benj.  Bod« 
dington,  Eiq;  formerly  an  enn- 
nent  Turkey-merchant,  and  one 
of  the  furvivors  in  the  annuities 
granted  by  King  William  the 
Third,  who  received  1000 1.  clear 
yearly  income;  they  are  now  re- 
ducea  to  three.  For  fome  years 
paft  the  fnrplns  of  the  intereft,  by 
the  original  conftitution  of  the  ton- 
UoCf  has  been  applied  to  the  ufes 
of  government. 

At  Eltham,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gam- 
brey,  brother  and  fitter,  ac  the 
age  of  96  and  93  ;  a  twin  fitter  to 
the  lady  is  left  a  furvivor  :  the  fa- 
ther of  the  above  died  a  few  years 
fince  in  the  fouth  of  France,  at  the 
age  of  109. 


OCTOBER. 

A  Court  of  Common  Coun-  • 
dl  was  held,  when,  according  ^ 
to  the  notice  inferted  in  the  fum- 
mons,  the  court  proceeded  to  take 
into  confideration  the  motion^ 
That  600 1.  be  the  falary  of  the 
perfon  who  fliall  be  eleded  recorder 
in  the  room  of  John  Glynn,  Efq; 
deceafed,  and  on  the  quettion  be- 
ing put,  it  was  carried  unanimontty 
in  the  attirmative. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  qnef- 
tion  put,  that  the  falarv  of  the 
late  recorder  be  paid  to  Michaelmas 
laft,  the  fame  was  reiblved  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mottcbefter,  OH.  9.  During  the 
courfe  of  the  week  feveral  mobs 
have  aflembled  in  different  parts 
of  the  neighbourhood,  and  have 
done  much  mifchief  by  dcliroying 
the  engines  for  carding  and  spin- 
ning cotton  wool  (without  which 
the  trade  of  this  country  could  ne« 
ver  be  poffibly  carried  on  to  any 
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great  extent)  •    In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Chorley^  the  mob  deflroy- 
ed   and  burned  the  engines  tnd 
buildings    ereded    by  Mr.   Ark« 
Wright   at  a  very  great  expence. 
Two   thoufand,    or    upwards^   at- 
tacked   a  large  building  near  the 
fame    place,    on    Sunday,    from 
wh^h   they    were    repulfed,     two 
rioters  killed,  and  eight  wounded, 
taken     prifoners;    they    returned 
firongly  re-in  forced  on  Monday » 
and  deftroyed  a  great  number  of 
buildings,  with  a  vaft  quantity  of 
machines  for  fpinning  cotton.  Sec 
Sir  George  Saville  arriyed  (with 
three  companies  of  the  Vork  mili- 
tia) while  the  buildings  were   in 
flames;  the  report  of  their  inten- 
tion to  deflroy  the  works  in  this 
town  brought  him  here  yefterday 
noon.     At  one  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing two  exprefles  arrived,  one  from 
Migan,   another  from  Blackburn, 
intreating     immediate     affiflance^ 
both  declaring  the  violence  of  the 
infurgents,   and  the   fhocking  de- 
predations yefterday  at  Bolton:  it 
IS  thought  chey  will  be  at  Black- 
bum  this  morning,  and  at  Preflon 
by  four  this  afternoon.    Sir  George 
ordered  the  drums  to  beat  to  arms 
at  half  after  one,  when  he   con- 
fulted  with  the  military  and  magi- 
ibates  in  town,  and  fet  off  at  the 
head  of  three  companies  foon  after 
two  o'clock  this  morning  for  Qhor- 
ley,   that   being   centrical    to  this 
place,    Blackburn,     and    Wigan. 
Captain  Brown,  of  the  25th  regi- 
ment, with  70  invalids,  and  Capt. 
Thomafon,  of  Col.  White's  regi- 
ment,   with  about  100  young  re- 
cmiti,   remained    at  Prefton,   and 
lor  iti  further  fecurity,  SirX^eorge 
Saville  oflFered  the  jullices  to  arm 
300  of  the  refpeflable  houfe-keep- 
ersj  if  chey  would  turn  out  to  de- 
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fend  the  town,  which  was  imiqc- 
diately  accepted. 

In  confeqoence  of  thefe  I>rcpa- 
rations,  the  mob  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  proceed  to  any  farther 
violences. 

An  order  was  made  laft 
term    in     the     Court    of 
Kiag's-bench*  that  all  thoTe  pri. 
foners  who  were  under  confinein^t 
in  that  prifon,  and  whofe  adions 
were  fuperfedable,  ihould,  if  they 
did  not  fue  out  the  fame  before  a 
certain  day,  be  ftruck  off  the  books^ 
and  turned  out  of  the  prifon :  the 
reafon  of  tlus  order  was,  that  c 
number  of  prifoners  who  were  ia 
pofleffion  of   rooms*  remained  in 
the  prifon  for  the  purppfe  of  let- 
ting them  to  advanuge,^  by  which 
'they  gained  a  weekly  income  of 
one  pound  three  ihiUings,  receiv- 
ing twenty-four  (hillings,  and  pay- 
ing only  one  ihilling  to  the  mar- 
(hal  for  his  rent.    As  there  were 
not  rooms  for  thofe  debtors  whp 
were  obliged  to  be  in  prifon,  the 
court  thought  it  a  hardihip,  zad, 
on  Thurfday  their  order  was  pot 
in  execution,  when  near  ipo  were 
difcharged  for  the  above  reafon,  to 
the  great  joy  and  consfort  of  the 
prifoners,  who  now  will  get  habi- 
tations for  one  (hilling  per  week 
for  which  they  had  paid  twenty- 
four. 

This  day  the  conteQ  for        . 
the  office  of  recorder  of  thb  • 

city  was  determined  in  the  pourt  of 
aldermen,  by  a  majority  of  one  ia 
favour  of  Mr.  Serjeatit  Adair ;  for 
that  gentleman  there  were  13,  for 
Mr.  Howarth  la.  The  only  ab- 
fentee  in  the  court  was  Mr.  Alder-r 
man  Lee. 

For  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair. 
Bridgen  Lewes 

Crofby  Plomcr . 

[P]  S  BnH 
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yfnr  J  8.  8  d.  a 
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of  the  HieUanders  made  a  ftroke  at 
one  of  the  officers,  who  inlbntl^ 
knocked  him  down,  and  forced  ha 
way  through,  fo  that  all  thefe  men 
were  taken  prifoners;  feveral  of 
them,  it  is  imagined,  will  fuffer* 
The  dragoons  dill  keep  guard  in  the 
Caftle.' 

Lad  week  the  Elaboratory 
at  Woolwich  blew  up  by 
accident,  but  fortunately  no 
were  loiL 

At  a  court  of  aldermen  at 
Guildhall,  the  recorder  was 
requeiled  to  wait  on  the  Rt»  Hon. 
Lord  Weymouth,  one  of  his  Ma^ 
jefty's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  praying  his  lordfhip  to  rc- 
prefent  to  his  Majefty,  in  the  name 
of  that  honourable  court,  that  the 
members  of  that  body,  underftand- 
ing  the  royal  clemency  had  beea 
extended  to  Qrant,  Jonquay,  Ellis, 
Jones,  and  Barrington,  who  were 
convi£led  in  September  feffions,  at 
Guildhall,  of  an  outrageous  aflault 
on  the  marlhals  and  feveral  other 
officers  of  this  city,  they  humbly 
conceive  the  mercy  of  the  Sove^ 
reign  would  be  converted  into  dan- 
gerous confequences 'to  this  city, 
and  therefore  begged  the  pardon 
to  be  retrained  to  a  fervice  in  In- 
dia or  other  foreign  parts.  The 
court  ordered  the  recorder  (o  pre- 
fent  the  faid  addrefs  to  his  lordfiiip, 
who  was  pl^fed  to  anfwer  the 
court's  memorial  by  faying,  that 
the  lentence  (hould  be  altered  i )  far 
as  was  entirely  agreeable  to  the 
city's  requeft. 

Coxbeath,  On  Friday  night  laft, 
a  corporal  and  iix  men  were  plant- 
ed at  Mr.  CoUins's  houfe  (infor- 
mation having  been  given  at  the 
general's,  that  for  feveral  nights 
pad  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 
break  open  hishoufe);  about  haUF 
paft  eleven  three  men  atte 
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LTAL    S 

BtiTl 

H»yley 

Wilkes 

Ninrnkam 

'AMib^ 

Woolridg* 

tiaHifex 
KiHcuiiih 

Saktftury 

IPdr  Mr.  Howarth. 

The  Lord  Mafor 

Thomas 

Alfop 

Peckhaih 

tfarlejr 

Clark 

Townfebd 

Hart 

Efdaile 

Wright 

Kennet 

Pugh 

. ,  Ycfterfay  tlie  report  was 
*+^'  made  to  his  Majefty  of  th« 
tonvxjte  irtiier  femetite  of  death 
in  Ktwfeatb,  when  the  .followmg 
^are  ont^ed  for  execution  oti 
"^dtaeftiiy  the  27th  I nft,  viz,  if*- 
bella  Conddn>  for  ftlomoally  and 
fhdtercuily  fnaking,  coining,  and 
cottnterftiting  tiie  cyrrent  filvcr 
^Ohi'of  this  tealm  caTled  fixpences  ; 
}oKn  Field,  for  felonioudy  and 
titJteitidfty  maWif^,  coining,'  stnd 
tfifontcrfcmng  the  cnrrent  Uvcr 
CSdfin  of  tfah  Healm  called  Aillrngs 
ahd*fi^ences>,  liraMato  Ohanber.- 
l^n,  for  ftetKnfg  ont  of  a  letter 
Mkizh  cahie  to  'his  pdffc&on  as  a 
Ibrtcr  of  Irfters  in  the  <Jeneral 
Poft-offici,  LoiAl>«Tdt4lreet,  a  pro- 
ttiflbry  note  for  parent  of  lod. 
16  WnfiiMi  CMMnn'g)itfm>  £f(|;  or 
order;  Margaret  Creamer,  for  fe- 
idnioufly  a^Mting  36hn  Scamlet  on 
the  highlvay  at  Saltpoore-Bank,  and 
rdblbing  l4tn  of  two  ifoineas  and 
dt'hifr  money ;  Sarah  Budge,  for 
Scaling  in  the  dwetting-houfc  of 
John  Whitfield,  goods,  value  40  s. 
khd  upwards;  Thomas  Xing,  for 
llesfing  in  the  dwelling-houfe  of 
Robert  Anderfon,  a  quantity  of  fil- 
ver  phfte  KVid  <kbor  dungs,  value 
40s.  and  nj^ards. 

The  ^Uowing    were    fefpitcd  : 
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James  Lake,  for  fclonioufly  aflaolt- 
mg  Wiiliani  Wheatley  on  the  high- 
war  near  the  Nine -Elms-turnpike, 
and  robbing  him  of  a  gfold  watch  and 
fomc  money;  Jeremiah  Hetherlcy, 
for  privately  dealing  in  the  (hop  of 
Meil'rs.  Barton  and  Bu(by,  three 
hats,  value  5  s.  and  upwards;  Mary 
Jones,  alias  Wood,  for  privately 
iiealing  in  the  (hop  of  William  Jones» 
in  Oxford-(h-eet,  goods,  value  4I. 
and  upwards. 

Dtitrwich^in  Suffolk,  OS.  1 9.  The 
violent  blowing  weather  wc  have 
had  for  feveral  days  has  done  a 
great  deal  of  damage  amongft  the 
(hipping  on  our  coaft;  every  tide 
prefents  to  our  view  a  melancholy 
Icene  of  dead  bodies,  and  pieces  of 
wrecks  thrown  on  the  fands.  It  like* 
wife  did  great  havock  on  (hore. 
bWing  down  rows  of  large  trees, 
barns,  ODthoufes,  &:c.  and  unroofed 
dwelling-hou^ ;  in  (hort,  the  da- 
nwee  done  amounts  to  many  thou- 
fands  of  poonds.  A  man,  hib  wife,  and 
ieveral  childi^n,  were  buried  under 
the  ruins  'Of  a  houfe,  and  all  killed. 

Exfra^f  of  a  Letter fmm  Edinburgh^ 
Oaobtr  8. 

'  This  morning  a  mutiny  among 
the  Weftern  Fencibles,  broke  out 
here.  Part  of  thofe  who  were  in  the 
Caltle  drew  up  the  bridge  and  ex- 
cluded their  ofticcrs,  while  another 
party  at  Leith  threw  away  their  fire- 
arms, and  drew  their  fwords,  threat- 
ening death  to  all  who  came  near 
them,  The  nuitiny  it  fecms  was 
occafioned  by  Lord  Frederick 
Campbell's  having  purchafed  at 
London,  purfes  for  his  regiment, 
which  conftitutc  a  part  of  the  High- 
land drefs,  and  on  receiving  the  ar- 
rears 3  s.  6  d.  was  Hopped  from  each 
man  fpr  his  purfe^  at  which  the  meo 

were 
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were  greatly  diflatisfiedy  faying  they 
coald  purchafe  them  for  i  s.  8  d.  a 
piece.  Lord  Frederick  very  pru- 
dendy  cold  them,  that  he  would 
give  them  their  purfes  at  i  s.  each, 
and  uke  the  lofs  upon  himfelf; 
bat  this  did  not  pacify  them ;  they 
continued  mutinous,  and.  the  whole 
town  was  in  au  uproar.  Six  of  the 
ringleaders  were  taken  into  cullo* 
dy,  and  a  body  of  dragoons  fur- 
rounded  the  red.  Being  fatisfied 
with  refped  to  their  purfca,  anOr 
ther  mutiny  was  difcovered,  fe ve- 
ra! of  chem  abfolutely  refufing  to 
carry  cartouch-boxes,  which  mud 
have  rendered  them  quite  ufelefs 
as  foldiers.  On  this  the  officers 
narched  the  whole  body  down  to 
Leith,  as  on  an  ordinary  field  day, 
without  car  touch-boxes,  and  on 
their  arrival  in  the  Links,  to  their 
furprife,  they  found  a  complete 
regiment  of  dragoons  drawn  up 
there,  without  the  knowledge  of 
any  one  but  the  commanding  offi- 
cer. The  cartouch-boxes  being 
fent  after  them  in  a  cart,  the 
men  were  ordered  immediately  to 
put  them  on,  whica  they  were 
compelled  to  do.  Five  of  the 
leaders  of  this  riot  were  imme- 
diately furroundcd,  tried  by  a 
Court-martial,  and  moll  fcvcrely 
whipped  ;  after  which  the  regi- 
ment was  divided  into  different  bo- 
dies, and  fcnt  to  Dundee,  Dun- 
bar, sind  other  places,  in  order  to 
keep  ihem  feparate.  Three  com- 
panies which  were  left  in  the  Caftle 
as  a  guard,  hearing  ho^  their  com- 
panions had  futfcrcd,  fcized  the 
Caftle-gates,  drew  up  the  bridge, 
and  threatened  the  governor ;  upon 
which  the  dragoons  immediately 
marched  to  Edinburgh,  and  two 
cimipanses  difmounting,  proceeded 
to  the  CafUe«  which  they  found  had 
been  opened,  and  nsarched  in.  One 
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of  the  Highlanders  made  a  Sroke  at 
one  of  the  officers*  who  inftantlir 
knocked  him  down,  and  forced  hii 
way  through*  fo  that  all  thefe  men 
were  taken  prifoners;  feveral  of 
them,  it  is  imagined,  will  fuSer* 
The  dragoons  fUll  keep  guard  in  the 
Caftle.* 

Lad  week  the  Elaboratory        . 
at   Woolwich    blew    up    by      ^ 
accident,   but  fortunately  no  livet 
were  lofL 

At  a  court  of  aldermen  at  ^  . 
Guildhall,  the  recorder  was 
requeued  to  wait  on  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Lord  Weymouth,  one  of  his  Ma^ 
jeily's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  praying  his  lordihip  to  re* 
prefent  to  his  Majefly,  in  the  name 
of  that  honourable  court,  that  the 
members  of  that  body,  underfUnd- 
ing  the  royal  clemency  had  been 
extended  to  Qrant,  Jonquay,  Ellii, 
Jones,  and  Barrington,  who  were 
convi£ted  in  September  feffions,  at 
Guildhall,  of  anoutraeeout  aflaul( 
on  the  nurfhals  and  Sveral  other 
officers  of  this  city,  they  humUy 
conceive  the  mercy  of  the  Sove^ 
reign  would  be  converted  into  dan- 
gerous con&quences 'to  this  city, 
and  therefore  begged  the  pardon 
to  be  retrained  to  a  fervice  in  In- 
dia or  other  foreign  parts.  The 
court  ordered  the  recorder  (o  pre- 
fent the  faid  addrefs  to  his  lordfliip, 
who  was  pl'jafed  to  anfwer  the 
court's  memorial  by  faying,  that 
the  ientence  ihould  be  altered  i  i  far 
as  was  cntiicly  agreeable  to  the 
city's  requcft. 

Coxheath,  On  Friday  night  laft* 
a  corporal  and  fix  men  were  plant- 
ed at  Mr.  CoUins's  houfc  (infiir- 
mation  havin-^  been  given  ai  the 
general's,  that  fur  feveral  nights 
pall  an  attempt  iiad  been  made  to 
break  open  hishoufe);  about  half 
pall  eleven  three  men  attempted 
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CO  force  the  outer  front  door ;  the 

eard  went  out  privately  at  the 
ck  door,  and  came  on  them  fud- 
denly  (jaft  as  they  had  opened  the 
inner  door  and  entered  the  houfe) 
and  in  fecuring  them,Xhe  corpo- 
nl  received  a  ball  from  a  pidol, 
which  (hot  him  dead;  they  were 
fpop  overpowered  (bat  not  till  two 
of  them  were  defperately  wounded) 
aad  condoled  to  the  camp.  They 
prove  to  be  three  privates  belong- 
jpg  so  the  Gloucefter,  and  were  im- 
inediatel)^  riven  over  to  the  Capuin 
f  rovoft»  till  the  coroner  fits  on  the 
body  of  the  deceafed  corporal ,  whea 
the^  will  be  delivered  over  to  the 
civil  law. 

4fifk  '^^  Court  of  Diredlors 
■^'  of  the  Royal  Exchange  Af- 
lurance  Company  have  generoufly 
voted  a  piece  of  plate,  value  one 
hundred  guineas,  to  be  prefented  to 
Captain  Pearfon  of  the  Serapis,  as 
a  teftimony  of  their  approbation  of 
his  bravehy  and  condad  in  protedk- 
ing  the  valuable  fleet  from  the  Bal- 
tic under  his  cafe. 

They  ajfo  voted  a  piece  of  plate, 
value  fifty  guineas,  to  Capt.  Piercy, 
of  the  Countefs  of  Scarborough, 
with  the  fame  compliment. 

Cape  Drew,  from  London  to 
Quebec,  was  run  down  by  the 
Rufi!el  man  of  war  (who  a  few 
months  ago  run  down  the  London 
Eaft'Indiaman)  in  the  night,  in  a 
gale  of  ^ind,  and  all  the  crew  pe- 
rilhed. 

LtJBojt,  0^7.  1 6.  The  Marquis 
de  Pombal,  late  Prime  Minifter  of 

..8ute,    who,    during     the    prefent 

-reign,  has  been  a  continual  obje<it 

of   perfecution    and  hatred,  is  at 

laft  condemned  to   perpetual  im- 

prifonment.    Two  members  of  the 

•  council  were  for  taking  his  life; 

'  bdt.lier.Majefty,  hearkening  only 

'  l»her  oatuial  clemency,  mitigated 


his  puniihment.  This  is  probablf 
the  lafl  time  that  this  Minillcr  wiU 
be  heard  of  till  his  death* 

Died,  in  the  county  of  Gla- 
morgan, Mr.  Flaellyn  Pryce,  aged 
101 ,  whofe  organs  had  been  fo  little 
affeded  by  the  weight  of  years, 
that  within  thefe  three  years  he  di- 
reded  a  village-group  of  fingers  in 
fome  variations  for  the  Sunday.  He 
had  never  ufed  fpedades  till  within 
fifteen  months  of  his  diflblution» 
and  poflefifed  a  great  flow  of  ipi* 
rits,  attended  with  found  health  and 
adivity  ;  which  blefiings  were  the 
refulc  of  his  abftemious  manner  of 
living. 

At  his  houfe  on  Four-tree  Hill, 
Enfield,  William  Bridgen,  £fq;  up^ 
wards  of  70,  Alderman  of  Farring- 
don  Within. 


34- 


NOVEMBER. 

The  corporation  of  Kingfton 
upon  Hull,  have  voted  the 
freedom  of  that  place  to  Captain 
Richard  Picrfon,  and  Capt.  'I  ho- 
mas  Piercy,  late  of  his  Majefly^s 
fhips  Serapis  and  Countefs  of  Scar- 
borough, for  their  gallant  and  brave 
condudk  in  the  engagement  with  the 
fquadron  under  the  command  ef 
Paul  Jones. 

$xtr^Si  of  a  litter  from  Darmwtb. 

"  The  following  is  an  exaft  ^  . 
account  of  the  cargo  of  the  ^  * 
Spanifh  (hip  the  N.  S.  de  Piedat, 
taken  by  the  Dart  privateer  of  this 
port,  and  now  fafe  in  our  harbouf ; 
Ihe  is  upwards  of  600  tons  bur- 
then, has  been  built  feven  years, 
mounts  16  carriage  guns,  had  7k> 
men,  was  fitted  up  for  dofe  ooar- 
ters,  and  yet  ftruck  to  the  Dart, 
after  firing  only  two  guns,  though 
(he  mounts  but  14  guns  four- 
pounders* 
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p^ndert,  had  but  60  men,  and  U 
Dot  200  tons  barthen : 
142,117  filver  dollars, 
38,949  ddlars  in  gold  doubloons, 
31  ingots  of  goldj 
5  ingots  of  filver, 
41  bues  of  6ne  beaver, 
2l/>6i  hides  in  the  hair, 
1 3  bales  of  fine  wool, 
I  ditto  fine  fur. 
Exddive  of  the  ingots  of  gold  and 
filver  (the  value  of  which  is  not 
known)  the  reft  of  the  cargo,  as  far 
as  it  has  been  known  by  the  bills  of 
lading  (though  it  is  fappofed  there 
is  more    on    board)    amounts    to 
80,000 1." 

tith  ^^  ^^^  quarter  feflions 

.  held  at  Prcfton  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Lancafter,  it  was  unanimoufly 
agreed,  that  the  fole  caufe  of  the 
nots  chat  have  lately  happened  in 
that  county  is  owing  to  the  erection 
jof  certain  engines  for  the  manufac- 
turing of  cotton ;.  that  the  eredion 
of  thofe  engines  have  notwithftand- 
ing  been  of  the  greateft  utility  to 
ahe  county  by  the  extenfion  and 
improvement  of  the  cotton  manu- 
fadory;  that  the  deftroying  them 
an  one  county  would  only  be  the 
nieans  of  transferring  them  to  ano* 
ther  county;  and  that,  if  a  total 
Aop  was  put  to  the  eredion  of  them 
by  the  legiilature  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, it  would  only  tend  to  their 
clM^bliihment  in  foreign  countries, 
to  the  great  detriment  of  trade  in 
this.  For  thefe  reafons  the  court 
tame  to  the  refolution  of  tranfmit- 
tin^  to  one  of  his  Majefty^s  Secre- 
canes  of  State  a  copy  of  their  pro- 
ceeding, intimating  a  defire  at 
the  &me  time  that  a  fpecial  com- 
miflioa  may  be  ifiued  for  the  trial 
.ofihe  iiDgleaders  now  in  Lanc4fter 
gaoL 


A  Spaniib  (hip,  of  be-  ^ 
tween  600  and  700  tons,  ^^ 
laden  with  fugar,  coffee,  logwood, 
and  hard  dolUrs,  bound  from  the 
Havannah  to  Cadiz,  valued  at 
200.000 1.  is  taken  by  the  Andgal- 
lican  privateer,  and  carried  into  LiiV 
bon. 

A  remarkable  trial  lately  happen- 
ed in  the  Court  of  King's- bench  in 
Ireland.  A  Counfellor  R— —  had 
fought  a  duel  with  a  gentleman  and 
killed  him.  He  traverfed  the  in- 
didment,  and  imagined  the  jury,  as 
ufual,  would  bring  in  their  verdift 
man-daughter.  But  the  Barrifter 
found  himfelf  miftakeiw—they  deem- 
ed the  intentions  of  two  men  going 
out  premeditated  to  fight,  to  be 
malice  aforethought,  and  to  the 
aftoniihment  of  the  court  brought 
the  prifoner  in  guilty-— death.  The 
judges  defired  them  to  recommend 
him  to  the  Bench  as  an  objedt  of 
mercy— they  did  it  with  reluc* 
tance.  This  may  probably  put  a 
flop  to  the  practice  of  duelling  ia 
Ireland. 

Extraa  of  a  Letter  from  DuUim, 
dated,  Npv.lj. 

**  The  prefent  expedUtion  of  a 
free  trade,  or  rather  the  dread  of 
a  difappointment,  agiutes  every 
body  here  to  a  degree  that  yoa 
can  hardly  imagine.  In  order  to 
compel  England  to  grant  it,  the 
popular  meafure  is,  to  grant  a 
money-bill  for  fix  months  only, 
inftead  of  two  years.  Some  of  mt 
Beft  friends  of  this  country,  and  the 
moft  fenfible,  feem  to  think  diis 
not  the  moft  efteflual  or  eligible 
mode,  as  being  too  early  a  de- 
claration of  war,  till  we  are  re- 
fufed  what^we  alk;  but  they  are 
obliged 
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oUiged  to  concnr,  as  it  is  the  only 
fcbeme  whidi  can  procore  unani- 
mity among  oppofition,  and  is  fo 
mttdi  the  popular  cry,  that  every 
county  and  town  hare  inftrufled 
their  reprefentatives  to  vote  for  it. 
This  morning  the  raob,  not  choof- 
ing  to  wait  for  a  parliamentary  de- 
ciSon^  took  the  matter  into  their 
owa  hands,  and  were  of  opinion^ 
that  the  fureft  method  of  fucceedtng 
in  thdr  objedt  of  a  free  trade,  was 
to  detlroy  the  enemies  of  Ireland ; 
they  therefore  marked  out  the  At- 
torney General,  Sir  Henry  Caren- 
<li(h,  and  Mr.  Monk  Mafon,  as 
the  proper  objcdls  6f  their  fury. 
Aboiet  twelve  o'clock  they  marched 
Sn  a  prodigious  croud  to  Mr.  Scot's* 
the  Attorney  General's  houfc,  with 
ao  intention  of  deflroying  it,  but 
Ibme  of  the  patriotic  leaders  of  this 
country  contrived  to  get  there, 
mixed  among  the  mob,  and  at  laft 
perfuaded  them  to  leave  it,  after 
oeftroying  the  windows  on  the 
ground  floor,  and  doing  fome  fmsll 
damage  to  the  next  (lory.  They 
then  marched  to  the  Parliamcn(« 
honfe,  and  deuched  a  body  to  tbe 
fi)ur  courtf,  who  rufhed  in,  in 
fearch  of  Mr.  Scott,  who  kept  oat 
of  their  way,  and  of  Sir  Henry 
Cavendi(h>  whom  they  &emed 
Mrticolatly  anxious  to  find.  On 
king  difappointed,  they  returned 
to  the  Parliament-houTe,  and  fwore 
all  file  members  whom  they  could 
liad  going  in,  to  be  true  to  Ire- 
land, ana  ¥0te  for  a  fhort  money- 
liill.  The  lawyers  corps  were  ap^ 
jScd  to  .^y  ^e  lord  mayor,  and 
loUL  ^t  they  2Aod  liigh  with  the 
pQppIc,  and  would  probably  be  able 
tp  dEUberfe  tjiem;  tiiey  met,  aod 
Msprc^'tQ  go  unarmed  among  them. 
l^¥eIvcrton>  whQ  is  one  of  the 


corps,  made  a  moft  excellent  fpeechj 
which  had  great  effed  on  them, 
and  was  wonderfully  well  dmed;  ' 
they  the*  decoyed  them  away, 
marched  them  through  feveral  of 
the  ilreecs,  and  prevailed  on  them 
todiiperfc." 

The  application  for  a  new  ^  , 
trial  lately  made  by  Mr.  Pope  ^^^' 
to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  (in 
the  caafe  of  Sir  Alexander  Leich 
againft  Pope)  on  the  plea  of  ex- 
ceflive  damages,  has  proved  fruiu 
lefs,  the  court  on  Saturday- lali  hav 
ing  difcharged  the  rule. 

A  Common  Hall  was  held  at 
Guildhall  for  the  eledlion  of  a  cham- 
berlain of  this  city,  in  the  room  of 
Benjamin  Hopkins,  Efq.  deceafcd* 
itbottt  one  o'clock,  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  recorder,  &c.  went  upon 
the  Huiiing*,  when  the  recorder 
came  forward,  and  addreiled  the  li* 
very  in  a  well-adapted  fpeech» 
wherein  he  dated  the  peculiar  pri* 
vileges  which  were  vcjfted  in  the 
people  at  large  by  the  conftitutioa 
of  the  city,  of  electing  their  owm 
officers.  Sec. 

There  were  onW  two  candidates. 
John  Wilkes,  £(q;  and  William 
James,  Efq;  each  of  whom  addrefs«- 
ed  the  livery  in  a  (hort  fpeoch ;  after 
which  they  wtre  put  up,  and  the 
ihow  of  hands  appeared  five  to  one 
in  favour  of  Mr.  ^Ikes,  apoQ 
which  he  was  declared  duly  elec*. 
ted;  but  a  poll  was  demanded  in 
favour  of  Mr.  James. 

The  elc^ion  for  bridge-mailer  in 
the  room  of  the  late  Mr.  Borwick* 
then  came  on,  when.wiere  was  a 
very  great  Ihow  of  hands  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Butfar,  againft  five  other 
candidates*;  rhe  AKrond  on  the  lift 
was  Mr.  Bctfs;  on  which  Mr, 
$ufar  was  declared  duly  elodej:; 

but 
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bat  t  poll  was  demanded  for  two  of 
the  other  candidates. 

,  At  the  clofc  of  the  poll 

*♦"•  at  Guildhall  for  chamber- 
lain,  the  numbers  were  as  fol- 
lows : 

FoT  Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes,  2332 
Mr.  James  -  370 

when  Mr.  James  declined  the  poll, 
and  Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes  will  be 
declared  duly  ele£led  next  Tuef- 
day,  chamberlain  of  this  city  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year. 

On  the   clofe   of   the   poll   for 
bridge-mafter,  the  numbers  were, 
For^r.  BufFar      -      1304 
•Mr.  Taylor    -        260 
Mr«  fietcs        -       214 
The  majority  of  the  poll  being  fo 
very  great  in  favour  of  Mr.  BufFar, 
Mefirs.  Taylor  and  Betts  declined 
giving  the  livery  any  further  trou- 
ble. 

The  printer  of  the  General  Ad- 
vertifcr  was  ordered  up  by  the  Court 
of  King's-bench  to  receive  judg- 
ment, for  publifhii^g  fcditious 
hand>bills  cxpreflive  of  joy  at  the 
accquittal  of  Admiral  Keppel; 
whep  he  was  fentcnced  to  pay  a 
fine  of  6  s.  8d.  and  to  be  confined 
in  Newgate  for  fwel-ve  manlhs, 

.  Mr.  Fox  having,  in  de- 

3  •  bate  one  day  laft  week,  ani- 
madverted with  fomc  degree  of  afpe- 
riiy  on  a  particular  fpccies  of  ar- 
gument frequently  made  ufe  of  by 
the  friends  of  the  Minifler,  viz. 
•*  that  bad  as  the  miniflry  were, 
'*  it  was  not  certain  that  the  na- 
•*  tion  would  be  at  all  bettered  by 
«*  caking  their  opponents ;"  a 
Mr.  Adam,  who  had  made  ufe 
of  that  argument  in  the  lame  de- 
bate»  called  on  Mr.  Fox  feme  days 
aft^r  for  an  explanation.  The  fol- 
lowing letters  paffed  on  the  above 
pccafion. 


St.  Allan* s  Tavern^  Sat.  f our 
ti*clock  afternoon. 

"  Mr.  Adam  prefents  his  com* 
pliments  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  begs 
leave  to  reprcfent  to  him,  that  upon 
confidering,  again  and  again,  what 
had  pafled  between  them  lail  night* 
it  is  impoilible  for  him  to  have  his 
character  cleared  to  the  public* 
without  inferting  the  following  pa- 
ragraph in  the  newfpapers, 

*«  We  have  authority  to  aiTure  the 
public,  ^hat  in  a  converfation  th^ 
paired  between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr. 
Adam,  in  confequence  of  the  de-  ' 
bate  in  the  Houie  of  Commons  on 
Thurfday  laft,  Mr.  Fox  declared, 
that  however  much  his  fpeech  may 
have  been  mifreprefented,  he  did 
not  mean  to  throw  any  perfonal 
refledion  upon  Mr.  Adam. 

"  Major  Humberfton  does  me 
the  honour  of  delivering  this  to 
you>  and  will  bring  your  anfwer. 

To  Hen.  Charles  James  Fox.** 

"SIR, 

*»  I  am  very  forry  that  it  is  ut- 
terly inconfiftent  with  my  ideas  of  ^ 
propriety,  to  authorife  the  putting 
any  thing  into  the  newfpapers  re« 
latire  to  a  fpeech  which  in  my 
opinion  required  no  explanauoiu 
You,  who  heard  the  fpeech,  moft 
know  that  it  did  convey  no  perfo- 
nal refledion  upon  yon,  unlets  yoa 
felt  yonrfelf  in  the  predicament 
upon  which  I  animadverted.  The 
account  oi  my  fpeech  in  the  newf- 
papers is  certainly  incorred,  and 
certainly  unauthorifed  by  me  ;  and 
therefore  with  refpeft  to  that,  I 
have  nothing  to  fay. 

«'  Neither  the  converfation  that 
pafled  at  Brookcs's  nor  this  letter, 
are  of  a  fecret  nature,  and  if  yoQ 
have  any  wiih  to  relate  the  one,  or 

to 
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to  fhcw  the  other,  you  are  pcrfeft- 
]y  at  liberty  fo  to  do.     I  am,  &c. 

CheJlerfeU'/reef,  half  f  aft  3, 
^unde^t  Nov.  28. 
••SIR, 

«*  As  yoo  muft  be  fenfible  that 
the  fpeech  printed  in  the  News- 
papers reflets  upon  me  perfonally, 
and  as  it  is  from  that  only  that 
the  public  can  have  their  informa- 
tion, it  is  evident,  that  unlefs  that 
48  contradided  by  your  authority, 
in  as  public  a  manner  as  it  was 
given,  my  character  mud  be  inju- 
led.  Your  refufal  to  do  this,  en- 
titles me  to  prefume  that  you  ap- 
prove of  the  manner  in  which  that 
fpeech  has  been  given  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  juftifies  me  in  demanding 
the  only  fatisfadion  that  fuch  an 
injury  will  admit  of. 

^  M^jor  Humberfton  is  em- 
powered to  fettle  9II  particulars; 
and  the  (boner  this  affair  is  brought 
to  a  conclufion,  the  mor^  agree- 
able to  me.  I  have  the  honour  iq 
bc,&c, 

To  Hon.  Charles  James  Fox,** 

In  confequence  of  the  above, 
the  parties  met,  according  to  a- 
greement,  zt  eight  o'clock  in  the 
Biorning.  After  the  ground  was 
neafured  out  at  the  diilance  of 
fbuneen  paces,  Mr.  Adam  defired 
Mr.  Fox  to  fire,  to  which  Mr.  Fox 
jeplied,  "  Sir,  I  have  no  quarrel 
with  yon;  do  you  fire.''  Mr. 
Adam  then  fired,  and  wounded 
Mr.  Fox,  which  we  believe  was 
not  at  all  perceived  by  Mr*  Adam, 
as  it  was  not  ^ftindlly  feen  by 
cither  of  ourfelves.  Mr.  Fox  fired 
without  effe£k ;  we  then  interfered, 
aiking  Mr.  Adam  if  he  was  fatis- 
fied  ?  Mr.  Adam  repUed,  **  Will 
yr.  Fox 'declare  he  meant  no  per- 


fonal  attack  upon  my  charadler  ?*• 
Upon  which  Mr.  Fox  faid,  this 
was  no  place  for  apologies,  and 
defired  him  to  go  on.  Mr.  Adam 
fired  his  fecond  piflol  without  ef- 
feft  ;  Mr.  Fox  fired  his  remaining 
pidol  in  the  air,  and  then  faying, 
as  the  aflair  was  ended,  he  had  no 
difEcuIty  in  declaring  he  meant 
no  more  perfonal  a£^ont  to  Mr. 
Adam  than  he  did  to  either  of 
the  ether  gentlemen  prefenr. 
Mr.  Adam  replied,  •*  Sir,  ycu 
have  behaved  like  a  man  cf  ho- 
nour." Mr.  Fox  then  mentioned, 
tliat  he  believed  himfelf  wounded* 
and,  upon  his  opening  his  waift- 
coat,  it  was  found  it  was  fo,  but, 
to  all  appearance,  (lightly.  The 
parties  then  fcparatea,  and  Mr. 
Fox's  wound  was,  on  examination, 
found  not  likely  to  produce  any 
,  dangerous  confequence. 

Richard  Fitscpatrickp   Secon4 

to  Mr.  Fox. 
T.  Mackenzie  Humhirftoriy  Se- 
cond to  Mr.  Adam. 

A  Coi|rt  of  Aldermen  was  held* 
principally  for  the  purpofe  of  de- 
claring Mr.  Wilkes  duly  eleded 
C)iamberlain,  and  to  receive  his 
propofal  of  fecurities;  when  Mr. 
Wilkes  propofed  Geo.  Hayley  and 
John  Sa\vbridge,  Efqrs.  Alder- 
men, Thdmas  Scott,  and  Rene 
Payne,  Efqrs.  to  be  fureties  in 
the  pen^ty  of  40,000!.  for  the 
due  performance  of  the  office  of 
Chamberlain,  which  the  Court 
unanimoufly  approved  of. 

Peter/burgh,  Nov.  5.  The  Se- 
nate has  received,  from  the  inha- 
bitants of  Kamtfchatka,  advice, 
that,  laft  year,  about  the  time 
tha^  the  le^y^^K  tfiough  flill  green, 
begin  to  fall  from  the  trees, 
two  large  veiTels   arrived  on  their 
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coaft»  one  of  three,  and  the  other 
of  two  mafts;  that  they  landed 
ibme  men«  and  behaved  with  ^reat 
conrtefy  to  the  inhabitants,  giving 
them  prefents ;  that  the  inhabi- 
tants  in  return  offered  them  fome 
whales  flefh.  which  they  refufed, 
^er  fmelling  to  it;  that  they 
could  not  underftand  any  thing  they 
hid;  chat  thefe  vcHels  afterwards 
failed  towards  the  North,  and 
touched  at  different  parts  of 
Kamtfchatka,  where  the  fame  oc- 
currences happened  as  before  men- 
tioned; that  they  failed  out  of 
fight  towards  the  North,  but  in 
ibme  days  returned,  and  failed  to 
the  South,  ilnce  which  they  have 
■ot  been  feen. 

We  do  not  know  what  veiTels 
thefe  can  have  been,  unlefs  they 
are  Capt.  Cook*s,  who  failed  from 
England  three  years  ago  to  make 
difcoveries,  and  who  has  not  been 
beard  of  fince  he  was  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 

Stockbalmt  Nov.  15.  The  grand 
bafon  which'  has  been  formed  at 
Carlicrooni  is  reckoned  one  of  the 
fiaeft  performances  of  the  age.  It 
contains  24  places,  in  which  (hips 
may  not  only  be  kept  dry,  but 
may  be  taken  out  by  letting  in 
water  at  any  time,  which  may  be 
done  into  any  one  of  thofc  places 
Separately.  The  engineer  who 
had  the  diredlion  of  this  work  is 
Mr.  Tunberg,  and  he  has  acquired 
great  reputation  by  it.  He  has 
alfo  invented  a  fart  of  fpying- 
glafs,  with  which  one  may  difco- 
the  nature  of  the  foils  undsr 


water. 

Died,  at  Rumfey,  in  Hants, 
James  Cordelon,  a  native  of  France, 
aged  108  years. 

At  Barbadoes,  Mrs.  Mary  Pol- 
lard^  agtd  1 15  years.     She  was  in 


perfect  health  till  within  a  few 
days  of  her  death ;  could  read  the 
fmalleft  j)rint  without  fpeftacles, 
and  retained  her  fenfes  to  the  lift 
minute. 

At  Hammerfmith,  Mrs.  Bonnel, 
wife  of^—  Bonnel,  Efq.  Ic  is 
remarkable  of  this  lady,  that  (he 
was  a  mother  at  16,  a  grandmo- 
ther at  35,  and  had  17  children 
in  the  courfe  of  11  years  and  a 
half. 


DECEMBER. 

Mary  Howard,  a  hawker         . 
of  ballads,  went  voluntarily      ^ 
before  the  mayor  of  Kingflon,  and 
made  oath,  that  (he  and  one  Ifaac 
Jones,  a  pedlar,  were  the  perfons 
who  murdered  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Che-  '^ 
ney  on  the  1  ith  of  December  ,1763, 
for  the  difcovery  of  which  murder 
lool.  reward  was  offered  by  the; 
inhabitants    of    Hungerford,    and 
the  fame  by  his  Majefty.     She  faid 
{he  was  driven  by  the  remorfe  of 
her  own  confcience   to  make  the 
difcovery,  not  from  malice  to  the 
man. 

John  Staples,  for  extort- 
ing money  from  Tho.  Har- 
ris Crofby,  by  threatening  to  charge 
him  with  an  abominable  crime; 
Timothy  Fitzpatrick,  for  dealing 
money;  and  John  Taylor,  for 
dealing  a  letter,  in  which  was  a 
bill  of  exchange  for  30 1,  were  exe- 
cuted at  Tyburn,  purfuant  to  their 
fentence. 

The  fefHons  ended  at  the  , 
Old  Biuley,  when  the  fol-  '^^"• 
lowing  prifoners  received  fentence 
of  death  viz.  John  Howel),  for 
dealing  352  filk  handkerchiefs, 
and  dtner  goods  to  a  confiderable 
amount,  in  the  dwelling- hcufe  of 

Mr. 
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Ifr.  DaiadToo,  pawn-broker,  in 
BUhopfgate-ftreet;  William  Kent, 
for  rolling  Henry  Otto,  one  of 
his  Majefty's  meflengers,  of  his 
watch  and  money,  on  the  high- 
way, near  Gunner(bury-Iane  ; 
Hugh  Mulvey,  Benjamin  Fetter, 
John  Wiley,  and  John  Woolmore, 
lor  a  burglary  in  the  dwelling, 
boufe  of  Mr.  Farley  in  Coldbath- 
fields,  and  dealing  fome  wearing 
apparel,  kc;  nine  were  ordered 
to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  for  the 
benefit  of  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Thames,  four  to  be  kept  to 
hard  labour  in  the  Houfe  of  Cor- 
reaion,  and  13  diicharged  by  pro- 
clamation. 

,  Laft  week   a    court    of 

I2tn.  CQiumQn  Council  was  held 
at  Guildhall,  to  re-confider  the 
order  of  Ae  committee  appointed 
to  condder  what  mark  of  refpeft 
is  moil  fit  to  perpetuate  the  mc- 
jnory  of  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham; 
when  after  fome  debate  it  was 
agreed  to  ered  a  ilatuejn  Guild- 
kail  over  the  HuOings,  facing 
Alderman  Bcckford's ;  and  it  is  to 
be  executed  by  Mr.  Bacon,  at  an 
cxpence  not  exceeding  3000 1. — 
The  thanks  of  the  Court  were  alfo 
Yoted  to  feveral  peers  for  their 
Heady  behaviour  and  fpirited  con- 
4odt  in  the  Houfe  uoon  all  oc- 
cafions  for  the  good  of  their  coun- 
try. 

One  evening  laft  month,  a  car- 
penter going  accidentally  through 
ihe  tranfept  of  Ely  cathedral,  faw 
the  chamber  adjoining  to  the  lan- 
tern on  fire  ;  he  got  ^ftance.  and 
they  tore  up  the  flaming  boards, 
and  threw  them  down  into  the  oc- 
tagon; and  thus  faved  that  beau- 
tiful part  of  the  building  the  lan- 
iern»  and  poflibly  the  whole 
cuvuzh.     The  fire  b  fuppofed  to 


have  been  occafioned  by  the  ofoal 
carele/fnefs  of  plumbers  who  had, 
been  repairing  the  lead. 

On  Wednefday  morning,  the 
15th,  a  barbarous  murder  was 
committed,  in  a  copfe  at  Good- 
wood, in  SufTex,  the  feat  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  on 
the  body  of  Thomas  Hewitt,  one 
of  his  Grace's  grooms,  by  one 
Burnett,  a  poacher,  in  company 
with  three  others,  who  on  the 
fame  morning  had  been  delb-oying 
game  in  the  above  copfe,  and  who, 
on  meeting  with  the  deceafed  and 
two  of  his  Grace's  park-keepers* 
immediately  fell  upon  them,  and 
befides  kilHng  the  above  unfortu- 
nate man,  they  fo  unmercifully 
beat  one  of  the  keepers,  that  his 
life  was  in  danger  for  feveral  days. 
Hewitt,  we  are  informed,  had 
thrown  Burnett  feveral  fucceihve 
times,  and  it  is  believed  would 
have  fecured  him,  (as  Burnett 
hatK  iince  acknowledged)  had 
he  not  unfortunately  in  tka  fcuffle 
fallen  backward  over  a  wheel- 
track,  in  which  fituadon  his  in- 
human antagoniA  feised  him  faft 
by  the  throat*  and  never  quitted 
his  hold  till  he  had  killed  him, 
when  the  murderers  immediately 
fled,  leaving  behind^ them  fome  of 
their  hats,  and  a  bag  containing 
three  brace  of  phealants.  The 
Coroner's  Inquefl  fat  on  the 
body  of  the  unfortunate  Hewitt, 
and  brought  in  their  verdidt- 
Wilful  Murder;  in  confequence 
of  which,   two   of  the    criminalsj 

i lames  Burnett  and  George  Dil- 
oway,  who  were  foon  afterwards 
apprehended  and  taken,  were 
committed  to  Horfliam  gaol,  to 
uke  their  trial  at  the  next  affisei 
for  the  faid  murder.  The  other 
two  oifenders,  Chariet  JDiUcwajr 
5  and 
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and  Daniel  Shepherd,  are  lUII  at 
Jargc- 

,  Thii  day  came  on  hcfore 

*^"*-  Lord  Mansfield,  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  Wt  ftmin- 
ller,  a  trial  on  an  information  or- 
dered by  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
in  the  courfe  of  lall  fcffMns,  againft 
MefTrs.  Stratcon,  Brook,  Floyer, 
And  Mackey/  for  the  arrcd  and 
impnfonment  of  Lord  Pigot,  when 
governor  of  Madras.  The  cafe 
was  ably  and  pathetically  opened 
by  Mr,  Wcdderburne;  in  fupport 
of  the  charge,  and  as  ably  anftvcr- 
cd  by  Mr.  Dunning,  in  favour  of 
the  defendants.  After  the  Judge 
had  deliver;;d  his  charge,  the  Jury 
found   the  defendants  guilty.     Sse 

1  His  Majefly  gave  the  royal 

^  '  affcnt  to  the  following  biJii, 
viz.  for  granting  a  free  trade  to 
Ireland;  for  preventinrr  the  clan- 
deftine  conveyance  offugar,  &c. 
from  America  into  Great  Britain; 
for  indemnifying  officers  of  the 
militia  who  have  not  qualified 
themfelves,  &c. ;  and  two  private 
bUls. 

The  Houfe  of  Peers  adjourned 
to  the  27th  of  Januar)',  and  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  24th  of 
the  fame  month. 

Brifl$l»  Dec.  2;.  The  want  of 
a  fupply  of  American  lar  hai  j;iven 
tM  a  difcovcry  of  the  utmoft  utili- 
ty, and  which  will  be  a  great  fav- 
ing  to  this  country;  fom?  gentle- 
,  men  of  Briftol  having  fct  up  work* 
tat  extradting  the  oil  out  of  pic- 
coal,  ofed  for  making  lampblack; 
idiis  oil  is  alfo  boiled  down  to  the 
'confidence  of  tar,  which  it  exadUy 


refembles  in  colour  am)  qaality, 
and  is  with  difficulty  dilBngoHhol 
from  real  tar ;  feveral  (hips  in  this 
port  have  had  their  bottoms  payed 
with  it,  and  though  it  is  found  to 
be  a  more  excellent  prefervatiye 
againfl  the  worms,  it  has  the  hap- 
py advantage  of  being  rendered 
at  nearly  half  the  price  of  real  tar  ; 
it  may  be  alfo  ufed  with  fuccefs  in 
every  cafe  in  which  tar  is  employ- 
ed. The  oil  is  alfo  boiled  down 
to  the  Confidence  of  pitch,  which 
it  is  alfo  ufed  for,  and  is  found  an 
excellent  fuccedancum  for  that  ar- 
ticle. After  the  oil  is  extracted 
from  the  coal,  the  refiduum  u  a 
ytry  good  coke. 

In  the  account  given  lafl  year 
of  the  number  of  Ihips  cleared  at 
the  CuAom  Houfe  In  the  year  1777, 
it  is  to  be  undcrftood  of  (hips  cleared 
at  the  Cullom  Houfe,  Newcaflle. 
— We  have  been  favoured  with  the 
following  Lift  from  an  obliging 
correfpc^ent  at  that  place,  to 
whom  we  are  alfo  indebted  for  the 
above-mentioned  corredlion. 

Shipt  cleared  outnuards  at  the  Cufiom 
Houfe,  Newcaftle,  including  their 
repeaied  voj^aget, 

Coaflwife.  Foreijjn.  TotaL 

Year   1777— •4410—  403— 4«i5 

-    ^77^—  4 '40—  285—4425 

'779—  3^7^>—  230—3900 

From  the  above  it  appears,  that 
1779  ^*^'  fs^Wtn  Ihorl  of  1778, 
525    ihips!— and    of   Mfjy,   913 

ihips  1 


*  Tbefe  numbers  dilfLT  a  little  from  thofc  in  the  Regifterof  17789  which  m^ 
«ril^  fr«il>  the  diifjrent  terminations  of  the  year^-^^icie  are  titmi  $  Jan.  to 
5  Jan.— and  thofc  may  havL*  been  taken  fro:n  %$  Dee.  t^  2$  Dec. 
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DxBPy  in  a  very  advanced  age* 
and  in  great  obfcarity,  at  Rother- 
hithe,  Dr.  Gibbs,  an  excellent 
mathematician  and  mofidan*  He 
died  with  his  pen  in  his  hand^ 
correding  a  work  he  was  juft  about 
to  pabliih. 

Martha  Cove,  aged  105,  one 
of  the  poor  belonging  to  the  pa- 
xiih  of  St.  James's,  Weilminfler. 


A  General  Bill  of  all  the  Cbriften- 
itigt  and  Burials  from  December 
15,     1778,    /•  December    14» 

»779« 

Chriftened,  Buried, 

Males        8640  Males        10208 

females     8129  Females     10212 

In  all  16769  In  all  20420 

Increafed  in  the  burials  this  yekr 

21. 


Died  under 

two  years  of  age 

!  7261 

Between  a  and 

5 

2100 

5  and 

10 

703 

10  and 

20 

692 

20  and 

30 

I|92 

1635 

30  and 

40 

40  and 

50 

2002 

50  and 

60 

1680 

60  and 

70 

J427 

70  and 

80 

1038 

80  and 

90 

413 

90  and 

100 

69 

100 

4 

101 

I 

102 

2 

103 

I 

BiETHS  for  the  Tear  1779. 

JaMMary.  The  Lady  of  Sir  John 
'Stanley,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  Martin  Brown 
Folkes»  Bart,  of  a  daughter 


The  Queen  of  Naples,  of  a  prin. 
cefs. 

The  Princefs  ^of  Anurias,  of  an 
Infanta,  at  the  Pardo,  Madrid. 

The  Princefs  Louifa  Henrietta 
Carolina,  fpouTe  or  his  Serene 
Highnefs  the  Hereditary  Pnnce 
of  Hefle  Darmftadt,  of  a  Prin- 
cefs. 

February.  The  Lady  of  Sir 
James  Langham,  Bart*  of  a  fon. 

The  Countefs  of  Rofeberry,  of  a 
daughter. 

23d.  This  morning,  between 
three  and  four  o'clock,  the  Queen 
was  happily  delivered  of  a  Prince. 

March.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Melbourne,  of  a  fon. 

jipriL  The  Lady  of  Sir  Wat- 
kin  Williams  Wynne,  Bart,  of  a 
daughter. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Countefs  of 
Warwick,  of  a  fon. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Bofion,  of 
a  fon. 

May.  The  Marchionefs  of 
Granby,  of  a  fon. 

The  confort  of  the  Great 
Duke  of  Ruffia,  of  a  prince,  who 
was  baptized  by  the  name  of  Con- 
fiantine. 

Lady  Downe,.  of  a  fon. 

June.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Craven, 
of  a  fon. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  J.  Smith*  Bart, 
of  a  daughter. 

Jul^.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Amelia  Byron,  of  a  daughter. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  of  Cow* 
per,  of  a  fon,  at  Florence. 

J^guft.  Right  Hon.  Countefs 
of  Snflolk,  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

Lady  of  Sir  Cli.  Douglafs,  of  a 
fon. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Algernon 
Percy,  of  a  daughter. 

R^ht  Hon.  Lady  Brownk)w»  of 
a  ion. 

Right 
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Right  Hon.  Lidy  Anne  Foley^ 
of  a  ton. 

The  DucheTs  of  Leinfter»  of  a 
daughter,  in  Ireland. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  J.  Eden,  Bart, 
of  a  daughter. 

Septembir.  The  Great  Duclic(s 
of  Tufcany»  of  a  prince. 

The  Princefs  of  Prince  Ferdi- 
oand  of  Pruffia,  of  a  Prince. 

Princefs  of  Meckienburgh  Stre- 
litz»  of  a  princds. 

The  Duchefs  of  Chandos,  of  a 
daoghter. 

Oadir.  Ltdy  of  Sir  John  Tay- 
lor» Bare,  of  afon. 

The  Lady  of  the  Hon.  Francis 
Talbot,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey, 
Bart,  of  a  daughter. 

Uo^iwiir.  The  Lady  of  tlie 
Hon.  Col.  Fitzroy,  of  a  loa. 

Right  Hon.  Countel's  of  Jerfey> 
of  a  daughter. 

The  Ducbefs  of  Chartrcs,  of  a 
prince. 

The  Archduchefs,  confort  to  the 
Archduke  Ferdinand,  of  a  prince, 
at  Milan. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Beau- 
champ  Prodor,  Bart,  of  a  daugh- 
ter, in  Saville-row. 

Hob.  Mrs.  Vaniittart,  of  a  fon. 

December^.  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas 
Fowkr,  Bart,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Wm.  Afiiurft,  of  a 
fon. 


MARRIAGES,   1779. 

Janumy.  The  Hon.  Mifs  Wrot- 
tefley,  one  of  the  maids  of  honour 
to  her  Majefty,  and  ^^tr  to  the 
Dochefs  of  Grafton,  to  Colonel 
Gardner. 

Sir  John  William  Pole,  of  Shnte, 
3m^-  to  Mifs  Templer. 

Vol-  XXIL 


At  Dublin,  Geoi^ge  Powel,  B%; 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Anne 
Stratford,  daughter  to  the  late 
Earl  of  Aldborongh, 

February.  Mifs  Baynton,  daogh- 
ter to  Sir  £d.  Baynton,  Bart,  to 
Andrew  Stone,  Efq; 

Hon.  Henry  Vernon,  2d  fon  to 
Lord  Vemoo,  to  Mifs  Sedley. 

The  Richt  Hon.  Lady  Prifcilla 
Barbara  Elizabeth  Bertie^  eldeft 
fifler  qf  the  Dtike  of  Ancafter,  to 
Peter  Burretl,  Bfq; 

March.  Sir  Roger  Twifdea^ 
Bart,  of  Bradburne,  to  Mifs  Wei- 
daih,  of  Chatham. 

The  Hon.  Felton  Hcrvey,  tp 
Mifs  Elville,  only  daughter  and 
fole  heirefs  of  Sir  John  £lvillc> 
Bart. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vifcount 
Gallway,  to  Mifs  Eliiabeth  M»- 
thew. 

The  Hon.  Barth.  Bouverie,  3d 
brother  to  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  to 
Mifs  Arundell. 

Sir  William  Smyth,  of  Hill 
Hal),  in  EfTex,  Bart,  to  Mift 
Windham. 

Richard  Wiffon,  Efq;  of  Ay- 
tone,  in  Ireland,  to  the  Hon.  Mifa 
Town(hend>  daughter  of  Lady 
Greenwich  and  the  late  Mr* 
Charles  Townfhsnd,  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  half-fifter 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buc- 
clcugh. 

Jpril.  The  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Binning,  to  Lady  Sophia  Hope. 

John  Hawkins,  Efq;  eldefl  (on 
of  Sir  Csfar  Hawkins,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Colboume. 

May.  The  Right  Hon.  Hugh 
Earl  and  Baron  Percy,  fon  and 
heir  apparent  of  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland,  to  Mifs  Frances 
Julia  Burrcll,  3d  daughter  of  the 
late  Peter  Burrell,  Efq; 

[^  The 
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The  Etrl  of  Harrington,  to  Mifs 
Flemings  daughter  oJF  the  late  Sir 
Midiad  Fleming. 
•  ^yune.  Right  Hon.  Lord  Forbcf, 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Selina 
"Kawdon. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Cathcart,  to 
^Mifs  Elliot. 

»— •  Byron,  Efq;  Captain  in 
the  Goards,  and  eldeft  fon  of  Ad- 
miral Byron,  to  Lady  Amelia  Con- 
yers  D'Arcy. 

Anthony  Chapman,  Efq;  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Charlotte-  Carey, 
^daughter  to  Lord  Vifcount  Falk- 
land. 

John  James  Hamilton,  Efq; 
nephew  to  the  Earl  of  Abercora, 
to  Mifs  Catherine  Copley,  fecond 
daughter  of  Sir  Jofeph  Copley, 
Bart. 

Capt.  Duffield.  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Eliz.  Birmingham, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Lowth. 

Baron  Nblken,  Envoy  from 
Sweden,  to  M».  Le  Maitre,  re- 
U€t  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Juftice  Le 
'Maitre. 

July.  The  Hon.  Henry  Stawell 
'Bifibn  Legge,  fon  and  heir  to  the 
"Right  Hon.  Mary  Baronefs  S(a- 
weTl  in  her  own  right,  to  Mils  Mary 
Curzon. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne,  to  Lady 
Loaifa  Fitzpatnck,  filler  to  the 
Earl  of  Upper  Offory: 

Sir  F.  Vincent,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Muilman. 

Sir  E.  Lloyd,  Bart,  to  Mifs  A. 
Yonge. 

Francis  Head,  Efq;  to  Mifs  Ma- 
ria Juflina  Stepney,  daughter  of 
Sir  Th.  Stepney,  Bart. 

Thomas  Wiggons,  Efq;  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Kinnaird,  daughter  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Kinnaird. 


,  Jji^ufi.  William  Bowles,  Efq; 
to  Mifs  Dinah  Frankland,-  daugh- 
ter  of  Sir  Thomas  Frankland, 
Bart. 

Thomas  Horton,~  Efq;  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Stanley,  filler  to  the 
Earl  of  Derby. 

Rev.  Sir  Stephen  Glynne,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Bennet. 

The  Hon.  and.Rev.  John  Hewitt, 
Deane  of  Cloyne,  and  fon  to  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor 
joi  Ireland,  to  Mifs  Jane  More. 

September.  The  Rev.  Jofeph 
Smith,  of  Wendover,  to  Mifs  Julia 
Bernard,  youngell  daughter  of  the 
late  Sir  Francis  Bernard,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Berney,  Bart,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Neville,  only  daughter 
of  Lord  Abergavenny, 

Butler,  Efq;   to  the  Hon. 

Mifs  Langdale,  daughter  of  Lord 
Langdale. 

Auguftus  Perkins,  Efq;  to  Mifs 
Warren,  only  filler  to  Sir  Joha 
Borlace  Warren. 

'    Sir  Robert  Barker,  Bart,  to  Mifi 
Holloway. 

Tho.  Gage,  Efq;  fon  and  heir 
of  Sir  Tho.  Gage,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Charlotte  Fitzherbert. 

OSoher.  John  Inglilh  Dolben, 
only  fon  of  Sir  William  Dolben, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Hallet. 

No'vemher.  Tho.  Hanmer,  Efq; 
eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Walden  Hanmer, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Kennyon. 

Hon.  Mifs  Sally  Pratt,  third 
daughter  to  Lord  Camden,  to  Nich. 
Price,  Efq; 

Dec,  Sir  Richard  Clayton,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  White. 

John  Honey  wood,  Efq;  to  Hon. 
Mifs  Courtnay,  eldeft  daughter  of 
Lord  Vifcount  Conrtnay. 

Charles  Smyth,  Efq;  brother  to 

Sir  William  Smyth,  Bart,  lo  Mifs 

Vandcput, 
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Vandeput,  daughter  of  S!r  Geo. 
Vandeput,  Bart. 


Principal  Promotions  for  the 
Year  1779,  f^^^"*  ^^^  London  Ga- 
xette,  \^c. 

Jan.  Andrew  Snape  Hammond, 
Efq;  to  the  honour  of  Knight- 
hood. 

Whitflicd  Kcenc,  E-q;  to  be 
Surveyor  of  his  Majefty's  Works. 

Feb.  Earl  of  Farnham,  Go- 
vernor of  the  Coontv  of  Cavan,  in 
Ireland*  njice  late  E.  of  Lanefbo- 
rough. 

His  Grace  D.  of  Ancaller  and 
Kefteven, — made  Ld.  Lieut,  of  the 
County  of  Lincoln,  and  fworn  of 
his  Majefty's  moft  hen.  Privy 
Council. 

Gen.  Sir  Geo.  Howard,  K.  B. 
to  the  command  of  the  ill  regi- 
ment of  dragoon  guards,  -vice  Gen. 
Modyn. 

The  moft  honourable  order  of 
the  Bath  to  James  Harrio,  Efq; 
his  Majefty's  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court 
of  Peterlburgh. 

In  purfuance  of  the  King's  plea- 
fore,  the  following  Flag- officers  of 
his  Majefty's  fleet  were  promot- 
ed, viz.  George  Mackenzie,  Efq; 
Matthew  Barton,  Efq;  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  Knt.  Hon.  Samuel  Bar- 
riiieion.  Rear  Admirals  of  the 
Red;  Mariot  Arbuthnot,  Efq; 
Robert  Roddam,  Efq;  George 
Darby,  Efq;  John  Campbell,  £(q; 
Rear  Admirals  of  the  White,  to  be 
Vice  Admirals  of  the  Blue. 

'  James  Gambler,  Efcj;  William 
L'loyd,  Efo:  Francis  William  Drake, 
Efq;  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  Knight 
pf  the  Bach;  Hyde  Parker,  Efq; 


[^43 

Rear  Admirals  of  the  Blue,  to  bo 
Rear  Admirals  of  the  Red. 

And  the  following  captains  were 
alfo  appointed  Flag-officers  of  bis 
Majcfty's  fleet,  viz.  John  Evans* 
Efq;  Mark  Milbanke,  Efq;  Nicho- 
las  Vincent,  Efq;  John  Storr>  Efq; 
Sir  Edward  Vernon,  Knight,  to  be 
Rear  Admirals  of  the  White. 

Joihua  Rowley,  Efq;  Richard 
Edwards,  Efq;  Thomas  Graves* 
Efq;  Robert  Digby,  Efq;  Sir  John 
Lockhar|  Rofs,  Bart,  to  be  Rear 
Admirals  of  the  Blue.  ^ 

His  Mnjefty  has  been  pleafed  to 
appoint  Major-generals  William 
Amherft,  of  3 2d  foot,  Robert  Wat- 
fon,  Lieut.  Governor  of  For tfmouth* 
Daniel  Jones,  of  2d  foot,  John 
Mackenzie,  of  the  marines,  Joha  ■ 
Bell,  of  the  marines,  Jorden  Wren, 
of4ift  foot,  Lancelot  Bangh, of  5 Sth 
foot.  Sir  David  Lindfay,  Bart,  of 
59th  foot,  Henry  Smith,  of  the 
marines,  to  be  Lieutenant-generals 
in  the  army. 

As  likewife  Colonels  Spencer 
Cowper,  Lieutenant-governor  of 
Tinmouth,  William  Winyard,  of 
3d  foot  guards,  Edward  Mathew, 
of  2d  foot  guards,  Richard  Burton 
Phillipfon,  of  ill  dragoons,  Francis 
Smith,  of  loth  foot,  Auguftine 
Prevoll,  of  60th  foot,  James  Pat- 
tifon,  of  the  artillery,  John  Doug- 
las, of  2d  dragoons,  Hon.  Alex- 
ander Lcilie,  of  64th  foot,  Sa- 
muel Cteavcland,  of  the  artillery, 
Hon.  Henry  St.  John,  of  36ih 
foot,  William  Thornton,  of  ift 
foot  guards,  George  Ogilvie,  of 
3d  foot  guards.  Sir  William  Er- 
fltine,  Knt.  of  8oth  foot,  John 
Campbell,  of  57th  foot.  Sir  George 
Ofl>orn,  Bart,  of  3d  foot  guards, 
to  be  Major  -  generals  in  the 
army. 

[^]  2  March. 
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MmtcL  Martin  Eden,  fifq;  ap- 
pointed  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  tne 
Court  of  Copenhagen. 

Tbomas  Rombold,  Efq;  Gover- 
nor of  MadraTs,  created  a  Bart. 

*  Hedor  Mpnro,  Efq;  Major-ge- 
neral  of  bit  Majefty's  forces  in  the 
Eaft-Indiei,  created  a  Knight  of 
the  Bath. 

The  King  has  been  pleafed  to 
appoint  John  Elliot,  Efq;  the  Hon. 
Bx)bert  Boyle  Walfin^han,  and 
Wn.Hotham,  £(q;  to  be  Coloneb 
of  his  Majelly'a  marine  f&rces,  in 
the  room  of  I'homas  Graves,  Ro- 
bert Digby,  and  Jolhua  Rowley, 
Efqrs;  appointed  Flag-officers  of 
his  Majefty's  fleet. 

The  Rev.   Cyril  Jackfon,   ap- 

C)inted  preacher  to  the  Society  of 
incoln's-inn. 

JpriL  Admiral  Mann,  to  be 
one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty, 
Hfici  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer. 

The  Earl  of  Winchelfea,  to  be 
Lord  Lieatenant  of  the  Connty  of 
Rutland. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  to  be 
Colonel  of  the  yth  regiment,  wci 
Sir  George  Howard. 

May.  The  following  peribns  were 
knighted  by  the  King,  Geo.  Mun- 
ro,  Efq;  of  Poyntzfield,  Cromar- 
ty ;  James  DqflT,  Efq;  of  Kendair, 
Aberdeenlhire ;  Tho.  Fowke,  Efq; 
of  Loweiby  Hall,  Leicefterfhire ; 
Cha.  Gould,  Efq;  of  Ealing,  Mid- 
dlefcx ;  and  Hugh  Dalrymple,  Efq; 
of  the  Athol  regiment  of  High- 
landers. 

The  Earl  of  Dtlhoufie,  ap- 
pdnted  the  ELing's  High  Commif- 
£oner  to  the  Church  oiScotland. 

General  Robinfons  Governor  of 
New  York. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Thur- 
low.  Dean  of  Rochefler,  to  be 
Kfiiop  of  Lincoln^  in  the  room  of 


Dr.  Greeo,  deceafed.— The  Right 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Antrim,  to  be  % 
Knight  of  the  Bath. 

Jwne.  Rev.  Dr.  Jefferys,  to  b# 
Canon  Refidentiary  of  .St.  Paul's. 
— ^Rev.  Dr.  Cuft,  to  l>c  Dean  of 
the  Cathedral  of  Rochefter.-^Rev. 
Mr.  JackfoD,  to  be  a  Canon  of 
the  Cathedral  of  Chril^,  in  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford.— Rev.  Mr. 
Onflow,  to  be  a  Canbn  of  the  Ca- 
thedral of  Chrifl,  in  the  Univerflty 
of  Oxford. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendifli,  Bart,  and 
John  Fofler,  Efq;  to  be  of  his 
Majefty's  moft  honourable  Privy 
Council. 

July.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Rutland,  to  be  his  Majefty's  Lieut, 
of  and  for  the  County  of  Lei- 
cefler;  and  alfo  to  be  the  Cnftos 
Rotulorum  for  the  faid  county,  in 
the  room  of  the  late  Duke  of  Rut- 
land.*—Bamber  Gafcoyne,  Efq;  to 
be  one  of  his  Majefly's  Commif* 
fioners  for  executing  the  office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  in  the  room  of 
Lord  Charles  Spencer. -»  Edward 
Gibbon,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  his 
Majefly's  Commiffioners  M  trade 
and  plantations..«-The  Right  Rev. 
Father  in  God  James  late  Bifliop 
of  St.  David's,  to  be  Bifliop  of 
Gloucefler,  void  by  the  death  of 
Dodlor  Warburton. — John  War- 
ren,  D.  D.  to  be  Bifliop  of  St. 
David's.— The  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Dundatj,  Lord  Advocate  of  Scot- 
land, to  be  keeper  of  his  Majefly's 
Signet  in  Scotland.  —  Charles 
French;  of  Clogha,  in  the  county 
of  Galway,  Efq;  and  Hugh  Hill, 
of  Londonderry,  Efq;  to  be  Ba- 
ronets of  the  kingdom  of  IrelamL 
—Sir  W.  A.  Cunynghame,  Bart. 
Clerk  Comptroller  of  the  Board  of 
Green  Cloth. 
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Auptfi.  Brownlow,  Doke  of  An« 
cailer,  to  be  Ld.  Lieutenant  of  the 
countyof  Lincoln.— 'The  Rt.  Rev. 
Charles,  Bifliop  of  Cloyne,  to  the 
Archbifhopric  of  Cafhell  in  Ire- 
liod.  —  Right  Hon.  John  Lord 
Vifcoant  Moun'.ftaart*  fworn  of  his 
Majeily's  moll  honourable  Privy 
coancil ;  and  at  the  fame  time  ap- 
pointed Envoy  Extraordinary  to  the 
Court  of  Turin.— -James  Douglas, 
Efq;  appointed  his  Majefly's  Con- 
fal  General  at  Naples. 

^epu  Wm.  Arnald,  B.  D.  Canon 
of  Wind  lor. 

W.  Baftard,  Efq;  of  Kitley,  T^p- 
von,  a  Baronet  of  Great  Britain. 

Robert  Maxwell*  Efq;  appoint- 
ed (by  patent  under  the  great  feal) 
Governor  of  the  Bahama  lilands. 

Prince  Wm.  Henry  appointed 
Pod  Captain  in  the  navy. 

Cha.  Cowper,  D.  D.  a  preben- 
dary of  Durham. 

Oa.  Francis  Baflet,  Efq;  to  the 
honour  of  a  Baronet  of  this  king- 
dom.—Clement  Cottrcll  Dormer, 
E^q;  to  the  honour  of  Knighthood, 
and  Mailer  of  the  Ceremonies.— 
Dr.  Wynne,  Chancellor  of  Lon- 
don, «uice  Dr.  Bettefworth,  dec— 
Capt.  John  Laforey,  Commiflioner 
of  the  Navy  at  Barbadoes,  and  the 
Leeward  I  (lands.  —  Hon.  Gen. 
Vanghan^  Governor  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam in  Scotland,  <-jici  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne,  refigned.^Hon.  Wm.  Har- 
coort.  Col.  of  the  i6th  light  dra- 
ffoons,  wi  Gen.  Burgoyne,  re- 
ngned.— James  Hare,  Efq;  Mini- 
fler  Plenipotentiary  at  Warfaw. 

Dr.  Wm.  Newcome,  Bifhop  of 
Waterford,  and  Lifmore  in  Ire- 
land. 

Dr.  John  Hotham,  Bifhop  of 
Oflbry. 

George  Farmer,  Efq;  (elded  fon 
«f  the  late  George  Farmer,  Com- 


mander of  his  majefty's  fliip  the 
Quebec)  the  dignity  of  a  Baronet 
ofthis  kingdom. 

Right  ^.  David  Vifcount  Stor- 
inont»  one  of  his  Majelly's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  wet  Earl  of 
Suffolk,  deceafed. 

J^w.  The  Earl  of  Carlifle,  firft 
Lord  Commiflioner  of  Trade  and 
Plantations. 

Earl  Bathurft,  Preiident  of  the 
Council,  'via  Earl  Gower,  re- 
figned. 

Earl  of  Hil/borough,  one  of  his 
Majedy's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  ntict  Lord  Vifcount  Wey« 
mouih,  refigned. 

Right  Hon.  Ljrd  Charles  Spen- 
cer, to  be  Trcafurer  of  his  Ma- 
jedy's  Chamber. 

J>tc.  Fred.  North,  one  of  the 
Chamberlains  of  his  Majedy's  Ex* 
chequer. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Onflow,  to  be 
TreaAirer  of  his  Majedy's  Houfe* 
hold. 

Sir  Richard  Worfley,  Bt.  Comp- 
troUer  of  his  Majedy's  Houfehold. 


DEATHS,    X779. 

Jan,  The  Right  Hon.  the  Coon- 
tefs  Dowager  ofBuchan. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Countcfs  of 
Litchfield,  aged  60. 

Geo.  Macartney,  Rfq;  at  Dub- 
lin, the  father  of  Ld.  Macartney. 

The  Right  Hon.  Bnnfley  But- 
ler, Earl  of  Laned>orou^h,  Vifc. 
and  Baron  Newtown,  Governor  of 
the  county  of  Cavan,  and  one  of 
his  Majedy's  mod  Hon.  P/ivy 
Council  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land. 

Ftb.  Sir  Everard  Buckwortht 
Bart. 

The  Right  Hon.  Edm.  Bntler. 

[^  3  Vifcoant 
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.    Vifcouot    MouDtgarret,   of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Countcfs 
Cornwallia. 

At  the  Hague,  the  Hon.  Char. 
Bentinck,  3d  fon  of  the  firft  Earl 
of  Portland. 

Sir  Charles  Holt,  Bart. 

The  relift  of  Sir  G.  Oxcndon, 
Bart. 

March.  Sir  John  Mordauni  Cope, 
Bart. 

At  Valleyfield  in  Scotland,  Sir 
George  Prefton,  Bart. 

At  Bath,  the  Right  Hon.  Henry 
lioward,  £arl  of  SuiFolk  and  Berk- 
fhire,  Vifcount  Andover,  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Northern  de- 
partment, a  Governor  of  ihe  Char- 
terhoufe,  and  Knight  of  the  Gar- 
ner. His  LordOiip  fucceeded  his 
grandfather,  Henry,  the  Jace  Earl, 
on  the  21ft  of  March,  1757,  ^"^ 
married  Maria  ConAantia,  elded 
daughter  of  Robert  Vifc.  Hamp- 
Sen,  on  the  25th  of  May,  1764, 
by  whom  he  had  a  daughter,  who 
(lied  the  aift  of  July,  1775  ;  the 
Countefs  died  the  7th  of  Feb.  1767. 
His  Lordihip  married  to  his  ie- 
cond  wife,  the  filler  of  the  Earl  of 
Aylesford,  whom  he  left  cnneute, 
and  who  was  afterwards  delivered 
of  a  ion,  wlio  only  lived  three  days. 
His  Lordship  fell  a  martyr  to  the 
gout  (whicli  he  feems  to  have  had 
hereditary)  at  the  very  eArly  age 
of  39. 

Mifs  Mary '  Boyd,  daughter  of 
$ir  John  Boyd,  Bart. 
•  JprtL  The  Right  Hon.  WiU 
liam  Stanhope,  Earl  of  Harring- 
ton, Vifcoutit  Peterlham,  a  Ge- 
neral of  his  Majefty's  forces.  Co- 
lonel of  the  fecond  troop  of  horfe 
erenadi^r  guards,  and  Comptroller 
of  the  Co£>m»  in  tlie  port  of  Dub- 


Richard  Oakes,  Efq;  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Northern 
department. 

The  Lady  of  the  Lord  Vifcount 
Hir.chinbroke,  Vice  chamberlain 
of  his  Majefty's  Houfehold. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  King. 

Lii^y  Dowager  Vifcountefs  Mon- 
tague, ag^d  80,  reiifl  of  Anthony, 
late  Lord  Viicount  Montague,  and 
mother  of  the  prefcnt  Lord  Vif- 
count Montague. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Augufta  Anne 
Kearney,  half  filter  to  the  Diike  of 
Chandos. 

The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Green, 
Lord  Bifiiop  of  L.ncoln. 

Right  Hon.  the  Countef*  of  Dun- 
donald/ 

At  Hill  Court,  G!cucefter{hire, 
aged  5.J.,  Sir  John  Fuft,  Bart,  the 
lall:  oi  the  male  line  of  that  ancient 
Saxon  lamily.  He  was  lineally 
defcended  from  J  hn  Fuft,  the  cele- 
brated ariiil  from  whom  the  city  of 
Mentz  contends  with  Harlem,  for 
the  honour  of  having  invented  the 
art  of  printing. 

In  Scotland,  the  Right  Hon. 
Amelia  Murray,  Lady  Sinclair, 
filler  10  the  late  Duke  of  Athol. 

The  only  daughter  of  Lord  Al- 
gernon Percy. 

William  Parry,  Efq;  Admiral 
of  the  Blue. 

At  Paris,  John  Earl  of  Traquaire, 
agcdSr. 

The  reli^  of  Sir  Robert  Maude. 

Sir  Robert  Lavvric,  Bart,  of  Max- 
welron.  '^ 

May.  The  relicl  of  Sir  Wm, 
York. 

Hon.  Henry  Finch,  E^q;  brother 
to  the  Earl  of  /lylesford. 

Mils  Alicia  Knatcbbull,  youngeft 
daughter  of  bir  Ed.  Knaichbuil, 
Bare. 

Sir  John  Chctwodc,  Bart. 

Hon. 
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Hon,  Mrs.  Cowper,  daaghter  of 
Ld;  VifcouDC  Town(hcnd>  rclid  of 
the  late  Dean  of  Durham. 

The  Righc  Hqq.  Dowager  Lady 
Sandys. 

The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Michael 
C0X9  Archbidiop  of  Caihel,  ia  his 
S8th  year.  He  was  confecrated 
Bifhop.  of  OlTory  in  1743  ;  tran- 
flated  to  Cafhel  1754. 

Ac  his  houfe  ai  Knighifbridgc, 
in  the  83d  year  of  his  age,  his 
Grace  John  Duke  of  Rutland, 
Marquis  of  Granby,  Earl  of  Rut- 
land.  Baron  Roos  of  Ilamlake, 
Trufbut,  and  Belvoir,  Baron  Man- 
ners of  Haddon»  Knight  of  the 
Garter,  and  one  of  his  Majefty's 
Privy  Council.  Jiis  grace  mar- 
ried Bridget,  only  daughter  and 
heirefs  to  Robert  Sue  con.  Lord 
Lexington;  by  whom  he  had  the 
following  inTuc,  viz.  1.  John  Mar- 
quis of  Granby,  who  died  in  his 
father's  life-time.  2,  Lord  Robert 
Sutton,  who  died  fome  years  before 
his  faid  elder  brother.  And  3.  Lord 
Geo.  Sutton,  now  living.  His  grace 
%vas  defcended  in  a  diredl  line  from 
the  family  De  Albini,  Lords  of 
Bel  voir  ;  which  ancient  flock  hath 
(in  its  progrciTive  courfe)  by  its 
feveral  intermarriages,  united  it* 
fclf  with  the  ramilies  of  Seymour, 
Ruflcll,  Noel,  Mountague,  Roos, 
and  IMantagcnet.  His  grace's 
honours  and  eitates  detcend  to  his 
grandfon  Cliarles  Marquis  of  Gran- 
by, now  Duke  of  Rutland,  who  is 
the  eldefl  fon  of  the  late  illuftrious 
Marquis,  by  the  Lady  Frances 
Seymour,  daughter  of  Charles  Duke 
of  Somerfet. 

.  .7*«#.  Right  Rev.  Dr.  William 
WarburtOD,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Glou- 
celler. 

Sir  Francis  Bernard,  fiart.  late 
(governor  of  Maflfachufet's  Bay. 


Sir  John  Shaw,  Bart. 

Relia  of  Sir  Thomas  Mannock^ 
Bart. 

Sir  William  Wolfcley,  Bart. 

The  youngeft  fon  of  Ld.  North, 

Ju/y.  Rt.  Hon.  Counted  Dow- 
ager of  Macclesfield. 

Hon.  Thomas  King,  brother  to 
Lord  King. 

The  Ladv  of  Col.  Ackland. 

In  Dublin,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lidjr 
Dowager  Dillon. 

Sir  Alexander  Parry,  Bart. 

In  the  23d  year  of  his  age,  Rob. 
Bertie,  Duke  of  Ancalter  and 
Kedevcn,  Marquis  of  Lindfey,  Lord 
Great  Chamberlain  of  England  by 
inheritance.  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Cuiios  Rotulorum  of  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  and  one  of  his  Majefty'i 
mod  honourable  Privy  Conncil. 
The  moil  amiable  and  engaging 
manners  dillinguiihed  his  private 
life,  and  the  expedation  and  hopes 
of  his  country  were  raifed  high  from 
the  experiment  which*  the  very 
(hort  period  of  his  public  condufb 
had  given.  His  grace  fucceeded 
Peregrine  his  father  in  Auguli  laft, 
and  dying  unmarried,  the  title 
goes  to  Lord  Browiilow  Bertie  hit 
uncle.  The  ancient  Barony  of 
Willoughby  of  Erefljy,  a  Barony 
in  fee,  deicends  to  the  heirs  fe- 
male, and  as  inch  is  in  abeyance 
between  his  two  iifters,  coheir  efles. 
And  the  office  of  Lord  Great 
Chamberlain  of  England,  which 
devolved  to  the  firll  Earl  of  Lind- 
fey, as  fon  and  heir  to  his  mother, 
the  fole  h  ir  female  of  the  greac 
family  of  the  Veres,  Earls  of 
Oxford,  defcends  to  his  grace's 
cldeft  filler.  Lady  Elizabeth  Bur* 
rell. 

Auguft.  Hon.  Mrs.  Cavendifli. 

Right  Hon.  George  Rice,  mem- 
ber tor  Caermarthen,  Lieut,   .mi 

[^  4  Cuitos 
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Cuftos  RotQktPinii  and  CM,  of  mi- 
Ibia  of  die  had  county,  Treaforer 
of  his  Majefty's  Chafnber«  and  ion* 
in-law  to  Ear)  Talbot: 

Chatlcf  Mordaenij  Barl  of  Fe« 
MfbofOttgli  and  Monnoiitb,  Vi(c. 
Mordannc  of  ATakm,  Baron  Mor- 
daunt  of  Fuf  7ey>  and  Baron  Mor- 
daant  of  Ryegate.  He  lucceeded 
Charlei  hts  grandfather  (the  cele- 
hraiad  heroin  Queen  Anne's  reign) 
in  1735.  His  Lordfhtp  wa*  twice  ^ 
married ;  by  his  £rft  Lady  he  had 
awo  dauehters  ;  by  his  fecoodj 
Charles  Henry  the  prefent  £arl« 
bom  May  16, 1758. 

The  new  born  fon  and  heir  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Saffotk,  on  the 
third  day  afeer  his  birth,  Doke- 
Hreec,  Weftminiler ;  he  is  foc- 
coeded  by  his  uncle  the  Hon.  The. 
Howard. 

Right  Hon.  Ann,  Countefs  of 
Arran. 

William  Henrjr  Dawfbn,  Lord 
Yifcount  Carlow»  and  fiaron  Daw- 
km  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
aged  67.  He  was  created  Baron 
ilpril  30,  1770,  and  advanced  to 
the  dignity  of  Vifconnt  June  28, 
1776.  He  married  Mary,  fifter 
to  the  prefent  Lord  Milton  ;  and 
if  fnceeeded  by  John  his  eldeil  fbn 
(born  Angoft  23,  1744),  member 
fcr  Queen's  County. 

Sept.  Margaret  Countefs  Dow. 
of  Moray,  daughter  of  David  Earl 
of  Weymis,  and  mother  to  Francis 
the  prefent  Earl  of  Moray. 

Maria  Catharina  Marchionefs  of 
Blandford,  aged  96.  This  Lady 
(the  daughter  of  Peter  dc  Yong, 
a  Burgo-mallcr  of  the  Province  of 
Utrecht,  and  fifter  to  Ifabclla 
Countefs  of  Denbigh)  was  married 
April  25,  1729,  to  William  Mar- 
quis of  Blandfbrd,  and  became  a 
Powager  Aug.24, 173X. 
J 


Sir  WhiiHcr  Wcbftcr,  Bart: 

The  Rev.  Sir  John  Mofeley,  Bt. 

Sir  Cecil  Bi/hop,  Bart. 
^  The  Right  Rev.  Richard  Chene- 
vix.  Lord  Biihop  of  Watcrford. 

Capt.  David  Roach,  lineally  de- 
feended  from  the  ancient  Vifcoonts 
Fermoy,  of  Ireland,  which  title 
he  lately  claimed  in  confeqaence 
of  dii'covering  feveral  errors  in  the 
outlawry  laid  to  his  anceflor  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Firft,  and  hav- 
ing proved  his  defcent,  had  it  re- 
vcrfed,  and  was  to  take  his  feat 
the  enfuiDg  Irifti  Sedion  of  Parlia- 
menr. 

The  Right  Hon.  Richard  Gren- 
ville  Temple,  Vifcoont  Cobham* 
Earl  Temple.  His  Lordlhip  vvas 
thrown  from  his  phaecon,  and  un- 
happily fradured  his  ikull  by  the 
fall.     His  Lordfhip  was  Earl  Tem- 

Cle  by  creation,  Vifcount  Cobham 
y  defcent;  Lord  Lieut,  and  Cuflos 
Rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Buck- 
ingham, a  Knight  of  the  Garter> 
and  Privy  CounfcJlor.  He  is  fuc- 
ceeded  in  tide  and  eftate  by  hia 
nephew  George  Nugent  Gren ville, 
one  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Exche- 
quer. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  Gervas  Clifton, 
Bart,  of  a  putrid  fever,  caught  by 
conftantly  attending  two  of  her  fons 
in  that  dtforder ;  the  fecond  of 
whom  (Gervas  Clifton,  Efq;)  died 
Auguft^. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
LincoTn,  aged  one  year  and  ten 
months,  grandfon  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle,  and  of  the  Earl  of 
Hertford.  The  title  devolves  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Thomas  Pel- 
ham  Clinton,  member  of  Parlia- 
ment for  the  city  of  Weftminfter, 

Oa.  Sir  Roger  Twifden,  Bart. 

Hon.  Lieut.  Napier,  youngeft 
fon  of  the  late  Lord  Napier. 

Right 
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Rigkt  Hon.  Robert  Maxwell  Earl 
of  Farnham. 

Righc  Hon.  Lord  Willoughby 
of  Parham,  aged  aboot  30.  The 
tide  Is  now  excin£l. 

Sir  William  Girdiner,  Bart. 

The  eldeft  Ton  of  Sir  Tbomis 
Fowfce. 

Mift  Mary  Ridley*  fifler  to  Sir 
M.  W.  Ridley,  Bare. 

Sir  Thomas  Head,  Bart. 

Sir  Robert  Lawley,  Bart. 

N9V.  Right  Hon.  Anne,  Coan- 
teft  of  Norchcflc. 

Sir  James  Dafhwood,  Bart. 

Sir  Simeon  Stewart,  Bart. 

Right  Hod.  Tho.  Lord  Lyttel- 
ton.  Baron  of  Frankley ;  a  Privy 
CouDcellor;  Chief  Juftice  in  Eyre 
of  his  Majefty's  fbrefts  North  of 
Trent ;  High  Steward  of  Bewdley, 
10  Worceilerihire,  &c.  His  Lord- 
(hip  was  born  January  30,  1744* 
and  fucceeded  his  father,  George 
Lord  LytteltOD*  Aag.  zz^  1773. 
He  took  his  feat  in  Parliament  the 
fitcceeding  feffion,  and  has  been 
diftingnifhed  as  a  very  eloquent 
fpeaker.  He  married  June  26, 
1772,  Apphia,  daughter  of  Broome 
Witts,  Elq;  of  Chipping-Norton, 
in  Oxfordlnire,  and  widow  of  Jo- 
feoh  Peach,  Efq;  late  Governor 
of  Calcutta,  in  the  Ead  Indies ; 
bat  dying  without  iifue,  the  title 
is  extin£l.  The  prefent  reprcfcnta- 
tire  of  the  family  of  Lyttclton,  is 


tH9 

the  Right  Hon.  William  Henr7 
Lyttelton  fixth  fon  of  Sir  Thomas 
LytteltOD,  Bart,  deceafed,  and 
uncle  to  the  late  Thomas  Lord 
Lyttelton,  created  a  peer  of  Ire* 
land,  July  2i»  by  the  title  of  Lord 
Weftcote,  of  Balamore,  in  the 
county  of  Longford. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Hamilton,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  John  Home,  Bart,  and 
mother  of  the  Countefles  Mortos 
and  Selkirk,  dec. 

Right  Hon.  William  Sinclair, 
Earl  of  Caithnefs,  and  Lord  Bo* 
riendale.  He  is  fucceeded  in  B^ 
rony  and  eftate  by  his  eldeft  fen 
John  Lord  Beriendale,  Major  in 
the  76th  regiment,  now  in  Ame- 
rica. 

Dec.  Sir  Thomas  Samwell,  Bt. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Catho- 
rine  Noel,  daughter  of  the  late  Earl 
of  Gainiborough. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Seafiirtlu 

Hon.  ByHe  Moiefworth,  yoang- 
eft  fon  of  Robert  Lord  Vifcoanc 
Moiefworth. 

The  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Gor- 
don. 

Sir  Robert  Pringle,  Bart. 

Right  Hod.  Augnftus  John  Har- 
vey, Earl  of  Briftol,  Lord  Har- 
vey, and  a  Vice  Admiral  of  tho 
Blue.  Dying  without  iifae,  the 
title  devolves  to  his  brother  the  Lord 
Bifhop  of  Derry  in  Ireland. 
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^hftraH  of  the  late  Jcl  for  altering 
the  Duty  on  Hcujcs  and  Sernjants. 

THE  preamble  recites,  that 
the  duties  granted  lail  feiCon 
of  Parliament  on  inhabited  houfes* 
not  bearing  a  proper  proportion  to 
each  other,  and  the  payment  be- 
ing greatly  evaded,  the  duties  paid 
by  that  adt  are  therefore  repealed. 

The  duties  now  impoicd,  in  lieu 
of  the  former,  took  place  on  the 
5th  of  July,  and  arc  as  under: 

On  all  dwelling -houfts,  with 
the  offices,  courts,  yards,  and  gar- 
dens, worth  of  yearly  rent  from 
5I.  to  20 1.  /ix-pencc  in  the  pound. 

From  20 1.  to  40 1.  nine-pence  ia 
the  pound. 

From  40 1.  a  year  upwards,  one 
fhiiling  in  the  pound. 

Gardens,  not  exceeding  one  acre 
of  land, -are  within  the  limits  of 
taxation  with  the  houfe. 

All  (hops  and  warchoufcs  attach- 
ed to,  or  communicating  with 
dwell ing-houf>'s,  are  to  b;;  charged 
with  the  refpcdlive  houfcs  ;  ex- 
cepting warehoufes  and  buildings 
adjoining  to  vvharfs,  occupied  by 
perfons  carrying  on  the  bufmefs  of 
wharfingers,  whole  dwelling-houfes 
only  are  to  be  charged. 

No  warehoufes,  being  diftindl 
buildings,  and  not  parcels  of  dwel- 
ling-houfes, though  they  may  have 
ioiernal  communications  with  them« 
are  chargeable. 


Houfes,  in  which  there  is  onlir  i 
fervant,  or  other  perfon  refiding 
to  take  care  of  chem«  are  not  con- 
fidered  as  inhabited. 

Where  houfcs  lett  in  different 
apartments,  the  landlord  ii  charge- 
able as  the  occupier. 

Halls  and  offices  belonging  to 
perions  or  bodies  corporate^  and 
chargeable  with  other  taxes  or  pa- 
rifh  rates,  are  fubjedl  to  thefe  du- 
ties. 

With  regard  to  fervants,  no  a(^ 
feiTment  is  to  be  impeached  for  any 
miftake  in  the  namca  of  fervanti^ 
provided  the  perfons  intended  are 
fervants  to  the  perfons  affefled. 

Perfons,  who  have  different 
places  of  reiidence,  are  to  declare 
under  their  hands,  when  called 
upon,  the  number  of  fervants  they 
mean  to  pay  for  at  their  refpedUve 
habitations;  which  lifts  are  to  be 
tranfmitted. 

Perfons  making  falfe  returns  of 
their  fervants  are  fubjed  to  a  pe« 
nalcy  of  40I. 


AhftraQ  cf  an  A3  fir  extending  the 
Pro^ijions  of  tbi  Ttve/fih  of 
George  the  Firft^  intitled  Am  AH 
to  prevent  fri'uohui  and  inxatimu 
Arrejis. 

IT  recites  an  aa  of  the  12th  of 
George  the  Firfl,  for  pretent- 
iog  frivoloDs  and  ?exatious  arrefts^ 

and 
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and  fets  forth,  that  by  the  faid  adt 
noperfon  fhall  be  held  to  fpecial 
l>aii  upon  any  procefs  iflbed  out  of 
any  faperior  ooart,  where  the  caufe 
of  afiion  fliall  not  amount  to  the 
fnm  of  tea  pouada^  or  npwards ; 
nor  out  of  any  inferior  court*  where 
the  caufe  of  adion  fliall  not  amount 
to  the  fum  of  forty  flxiliings,  or 
upwards* 

It  further  recites,  that  the  power 
0f  arreft  and  imprifonment  on 
snefne  procefa,  ifluing  out  of  fuch 
inferior  court*  where  the  caufe 
ef  adion  does  not  amount  to  ten 
pounds,  is  found  by  experience  to 
be  attended  with  much  oppreflion 
to  freat  numbers  of  his  Majefty's 
ibbjedss  for  remedy  whereof,  it 
caadU»  that  from  the  pafling  of 
tUs  a^,  no  perfon  fl)all  be  arrefted 
or  held  to  fpecial  bail,  upon  any 
procefs  ifluing  out  of  any  inferior 
court*  where  the  caufe  of  aAion 
fhall  not  amount  to  ten  pounds,  or 
upwards;  but  the  like  copies  of 
orocefs  fliall  be  ferved,  and  the 
oke  proceedings  had  thereupon  in 
fuch  inferior  court*  as  are  direded 
to  be  had*  by  the  faid  recited  ad\* 
in  fuch  inferior  court,  in  all  cafes 
where  the  caofe  of  a^on  fliall  not 
amount  to  the  fum  of  forty  fliil- 
liogs* 

ft  farther  ena^*  that  in^  ajl  in- 
ferior courts  (having  jurii^idlion 
to  the  amount  of  ten  pounds  or  up* 
wards)  the  Itka^  affidavit  fliall  be 
saade  and  filed  of  fuch  caufe  of 
aftioa*  and  the  like  proceedings 
iha|]  b€  had  thereupon,  as  are  di. 
reded  by  the  faid  recited  ad, 
where  the  caufe  of  adion  amounts 
to  the  fum  of  forty  fliillings*  orup- 
wards. 

ft  then  recites*,  that  fo  much  of 
the  fercral  ads  pafled  for  the  re- 
Co?ery  of  debts  within  certain  4if- 


trids  and  jurifdidions  as  authorife 
the  arreft  and  imprifonment  of  de- 
fendants, where  the  caufe  of  adion 
amounts  to  lefs  than  ten  pounds,  be 
repealed. 

Tbat>  in  cafe  of  final  judgment 
obtained  in  any  inferior  court,  the 
certificate  of  the  Judge  of  fuch  in- 
ferior court  to  the  fuperior  court 
at  Weftminfler  fliall  enable  fuch 
fuperior  courts  to  ifTue  writs  of  exe- 
tion  to  take  the  perfon  and  cfieds 
of  the  defendant  out  of  the  jurif* 
didion  of  fuch  inferior  court. 

It  alfo  enads,  that  on  a  judge- 
ment in  &n  inferior  court,  where 
the  damages  are  under  ten  pounds* 
before  any  execution  fliall  be  flay, 
ed  by  writ  of  error,  the  defendant 
fliall  give  fecurity  to  profecute  his 
writ  of  error  with  efifed. 

And  then  enads,  that  no  caufe 
fliall  be  removed  by  Habeas  Cor- 
pus, unlefs  the  defendant  fliall  en- 
ter into  recognizance  for  payment 
of  the  debt  and  cods. 


AhfiraQ  oftbi  late  Aa  pafed  to  fit'- 
vent  Smuggling. 

AFTER  the  firft  of  Augufl, 
a  penalty  of  tool,  is  laid  on 
any  mafler  of  a  (hip  coming  from 
abroad,  having  more  than  loolb, 
of  tea  on  board,  (not  being  an 
Baft  -  India  fliip)  or  more  than 
100  gallons  of  foreign  fpirits  in 
cafts  under  60  gallons  (befides 
two  gallons  for  each  (eaman  on 
board.) 

Foreign  fpirits  imported  from 
any  part  of  Europe,  in  a  veflel 
containing  lefs  than  60  gallons* 
are  forfeited,  with  the  fliip*  fiirni* 
ture,  &c. 

When  any  tea,  coffee*  or  goods 
liable  to   forfeiture*  is  found  on 

board 
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board  any  (hip  coming  from  fo- 
reign parti,  at  anchor,  or  hovering 
within  two  leagues  of  the  coaft.the 
ihip,  if  not  above  200  tons»  is  for- 
feited, with  her  furniture.  &c. 

Every  peribn  who  ihall  fell  cof- 
fee, tea,  cocoa-nuts,  or  make  or 
fell  chocolate,  mull  paint  over  his 
door,  <  dealer  in  coffee,  &c.*  on 
penalty  of  200 1. 

Every  importer  or  dealer  in  fo- 
reign fpirits,  mud  paint  over  his 
door,  *  importer  of  or .  dealer  in 
foreign  fpirits,*  on  penalty  of  50I. 

Every  dealer  in  tea,  foreign  fpi- 
rits. Sec.  who  (hall  biiy  any  of  the 
faid  goods  of  any  perfon  that  has 
not  the  words  aforefaid  over  his 
door,  is  liable  to  an  additional  pe- 
nalty of  tool. 

Every  perfon,  not  a  dealer,  who 
(hall  buy  any  tea,  fpirits.  Sec,  of 
any  perfon  that  has  not  the  words 
aforefaid  over  his  door,  will  forfeit 
lol. 

All  foreign  tl;rcad-lace  import- 
ed after  the  firft  of  Augud  to  be 
marked  at  each  end  at  the  Cuftom 
Hoafe ;  and  perfons  pofTeflTed  of 
foreign  lace  may  have  it  marked 
at  the  neareft  Cuflom  Houfe,  mak- 
ing oath  that  the  duties  were  paid. 

All  foreign  thread- lace  found  in 
this  kingdom  alter  the  fir  ft  of  Fe- 
bruary next,  not  marked,  will  be 
forfeited.  And  any  perfon  coun- 
terfeiting the  mark,  or  that  (hall 
fell  or  have  in  his  cudody  lace  with 
a  counterfeit  mark,  will  forfeit 
100 1.  and  be  adjudged  to  (land  in 
the  pillory  two  hours ;  and  their 
aidars,  abecten,  and  afliftantSy  will 
be  liable  to  the  fame  fine  and  pu- 
nidiment. 

AbfiraS  of  an   AS  for   laying  a 
Dwiy  §m  PpJi'Hor/es,  i^c.  n»bicb 


eommtnced  on  Tae(day  tbi  6ib^ 
July, 

ON  and  after  the  6th  day  of 
July,  every  perfon  going  p^ 
is  to  pay  the  duty  of  a  penny  per 
mile  for  each  horfe  (b  hired  to  ths 
inn-keeper,  poft-mafter,  or  other 
ptfrfon  letting  fuch  horfes,  who  at 
the  fame  time  is  to  deliver  to  hia 
a  Stamp-office  ticket,  eapre(Iing  tho 
number  of  horfes  and  miles  he  haa 
paid  for,  and  the  day  of  the  month: 
this  ticket  is  to  be  left  at  the  firft 
turnpike  the  traveller  comes  to, 
otherwife  the  turnpike-man  muft 
not  let  him  pafs  till  he  has  paid 
him  eiehteen-pence  for  each  horlb 
for  fuch  his  negledt,  which  money 
the  turnpike-man  may  keep  for  hia 
own  nfe. 

Every  perfon  who  hires  horfes  by 
the  day,  or  for  lefs  than  a  day, 
is  to  pay  the  duty  of  one  penny 
per  mile  for  each  horfe  to  the  inn- 
keepers, poft-mafters,  or  other  per* 
fon  who  lets  the  fame,  before  they 
are  ufed,  provided  the  diftance  he 
is  ^oing  is  declared  at  the  time  of 
hiring ;  but  if  the  diftance  is  not 
declared,  then  he  is  to  pay  ons 
(hilling  for  each  horfe  he  hires, 
and  is  to  receive  likewife  a  Stamp- 
office  ticket,  exp-effing  the  Dum- 
ber of  horfes,  and  having  tha 
words  *  for  a  day'  printed  there, 
on,  and  is  likewife  to  declare 
whether  he  intends  to  return  the 
fame  day;  in  which  cafe  the  inn- 
keeper, &c.  is  to  write  Ojpon  the 
ticket  '  to  return ;'  and  if^he  ac« 
taally  docs  return  before  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  then  fuch  mo- 
ney is  to  be  returned  to  him  by 
the  inn-keeper,  poft-mafler,  or 
other  perfon,  who  received  the 
fame« 

Men* 
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MeiD.-^Thi8  ticket  for  a  day  is 
to  be  iheivn  at  the  feireral  turn- 
pikes bat  is  not  to  be  left  at 
aay« 


AbJIraQ  of  an  Ad  for  recruiting  hii 
Majefty^s  Land  and  Sea  Forces* 

JUSTICES  of  peace,  Commif- 
iioners  of  the  land-tax,  and 
Magiflrates  of  corporations,  in  the 
commiflion  of  the  peace,  are  im- 
|k>wered,  within  their  feveral  ju- 
rifdidions,  to  imprcfs  all  able- 
bodied,  idle,  and  diibrderly  per- 
fons,  who  cannot,  upon  examina- 
tion, prove  themfelves  to  exercife 
fome  lawful  trade  or  employment, 
for  their  fupport:  and  are  to  order 
a  general  iearch  for  all  perfons 
under  this  defcription.  Perfons 
convicted  of  running  goods  or 
fmuggiing,  in  a  penalty  not  ex- 
ceeding 40].  may  be  raifed  and 
levied  in  like  manner,  in  lieu  of 
the  puniQiment  to  which  they  are 
otherwife  liable^:  as  are  perfons 
convidled  of  running  away  and 
leaving  families  chargeable  on 
their  parifhes.  Bailiffs-followers 
are  left  open  to  the  powers  confer- 
red by  this  a£t,  being  exprefsly 
declared  not  to  exercife  an  em- 
ployment within  the  meaning  of 
It.  The  men,  thus  enli(lcd,  are 
to  be  free  from  bodily  infirmities ; 
between  ilic  ages  of  fixteen  and 
fifty  ;  if  binder  the  age  of  eighteen, 
they  muft  be  five  feet  three  inches 
high ;  and,  if  above  that  age, 
five  feet  four'  inches  high,  without 
ihoes. 

No  perfon,  intitled  to  vote  at 
an  eledUon  for  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament, is  liable  to  be  impreifed 
either  as  a  foldier  or  a  feaman. 


The  inhabitants  of  every  parifh 
and  townfhip  are  to  afliit  in  tlie 
execution  of  this  a£i ;  and  a  re- 
ward of  ten  (hillings  is  to  be  paid 
for  the  difcovery  of  any  proper 
perfon,  fo  that  he  be  enlifted. 
Perfons  obflrufling  the  powers  of 
the  aft  are  fubjeS  to  a  penalty  of 
lol. 

Perfons  iraprefTed  under  this  a6t 
are  intiiled  to  their  difcharge  on 
demand  after  five  years  fervice, 
provided  th«  nation  be  not  then 
engaged  in  war ;  in  which  cafe 
they  mud  ferve  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war*   , 

Perfons  who  enter  voluntarily 
into  his  Majefly's  fervice  are  lo 
receive  three  guineas  bounty  mo- 
ney, to  enter  into  immediate  pay, 
are  to  be  difcharged  at  the  end  of 
three  years,  or  of  the  war  then  in 
being,  on  demand  ;  a>e  exempted 
afterwards  from  (latute  duty,  pa- 
rifh offices,  and  the  militia  fer- 
vice, and  may  fct  up  and  exercife 
any  trade,  agreeable  to  the  flatute 
3  Geo.  111.  c.  8. 

To  prevent  the  inconvenience 
of  imprefUng  men  during  the  time 
of  harvelt,  labourers  working  at 
hay  or  corn  harveft,  who  procure 
certificates  from  the  parifh  where 
they  live,  which  are  to  be  furnifh- 
ed  gratis,  are  thereby  protected 
from  May  25  to  Odlober  25. 

This  a£l  is  to  remain  in  force 
until  May  I,  1780;  and  repeals 
the  a6l  18  Geo.  III.  cap.  53,  paf- 
fed  laH  year. 


Proceedings  at  the  Trial  of  Admiral 
Kcppel. 


o 


N  the  7th  of  January  theHg- 

nal  was  made  for  all  the  ad- 

jniralf 
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mirals  and  captains  of  his  Mnjefty's 
Atet  to  come  on  bourd  the  L'ritnn- 
oia  in  Portfmouth  harbour.  When 
they  were  adcmbled,  the  names 
of  the  admirals  and  captains  on 
board,  according  to  their  rank 
and  fcniority,  were  called  over  by 
<jcorge  Jackfon,  Efq;  the  Judge 
Advocate*  till  a  fufiicienc  number 
aofwered  to  their  names  to  com- 
pofe  the  Court*  thofe  being  palled 
over  who  had  been  fummoned  to 
give  evidence  on  the  trial.  This 
being  objected  to  by  the  Hon. 
Capiain  Walfingham*  the  Judge 
Advocate  read  ihe  following  cafe, 
and  the  opinion  of  his  Majelly't 
Attorney  and  Soliicitor  General 
and  Mr.  Cud  thereon*  to  the 
Court : 

ne    zznd  of  Ci'o.  If.  (hap,   33. 

ftQ»  II.  cnafts,  "That  from  and 

*•  after  the  25th  day  of  Dcccm- 

•«  bcr  1749,  it  ftall   be  lawful  for 

**  the  faid  Lord  High  Admiral  of 

"  Great  Britain,  or  the  Commif- 

•'  fioners   for  executinq;  the  office 

«•  of     Lord     Hi;^h     Admiral     of 

«•  Great  Britain  ;  or  the  Commif- 

«'  iioners  for  executing  the   office 

*'  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the 

«*  time  being,  and  they  are  hcrc- 

«*  by  refpc6lively  authorifed  from 

*<  time  10  time*  as  there  ihiU  be 

"  occafion*  to  dirc<^  any  fli^of- 

*«  ficer  or  captain    of   any  of  his 

«*  Majclly's    Ihips    of    war,    who 

"  (hall  be  in   any  port   of  Great 

•'  Britain*    or     Ireland,    to    hold 

«'  Courts    Martial    in     any    fuch 

«•  port*  provided   fuch   fiaq:  officer 

•'  or  captain  be  the  fird,  fccond, 

'*  or  third   in    cominanJ,   in  fuch 

''  port  at  ihall  be  found  moil  cx- 

**  pcdient  and  lor  the  good  of  his 

^'  Majefty's  fervice  ;  and  fuch  flag 

•*  officer  or  capuin,  fo  dircdcd  to 

'•t  hold  Courts  Martial*  Ihall  pre. 

^  £de   at   iuch    Court    Martial  ; 


**  any  thing  herein  contained 
*'  the  contrary  notwithftandiiig.* 

Scii,  iztb.  «•  That  from  and 
••  after  the  25th  of  December^ 
**  1749>  no  Court  Martial  to  be 
''  held  or  appointed  by  virtue  of 
**  this  prefcnt  aft  ihall  confift  of 
'*  more  than  Thirteen*  or  of  Icfs 
*•  than  Five  perfons,  tb  bi  am^ 
*  *  ptijed  offuchfia^  officers ^  captains ^ 
*^  or  commanders  then  and  there  pre ^ 
•*  _/?»/*  as  are  next  infemority  to  tbt 
•*  officer  ivbo  prejidss  at  the  Court 
"   Martial,'* 

Notwithftanding  the  words  ia 
Italic  in  the  \ith  feflion^  the  ufagc 
at  Courts  Martial  has  been,  for 
officers  who  have  given  evidence 
at  the  trials,  not  to  fit  as  membe^t 
of  the  Courts  :  although  they  were 
fenior  to  others  who  far*  and  con- 
fequcntly  would  have  fat  as  mem- 
bers if  they  had  not  been  exanan- 
ed  as  witnelTes. 

The  Lords  Commiffioncrs  ot  the 
Admiralty  having  lately  receiv<nl 
a  complaint  in  writing,  charging 
an  officer  of  rank  in  the  royal  lavr 
with  one  of  the  offences  fpccificd 
in  the  Articles  o^  War*  which  irc 
created  and  fet  forth  by  the  above- 
mentioned  a£l  oP parliament;  their 
Lordfliip^  have  tlierefore  thought 
fit  to  ifTuc  their  order,  or  warrant 
in  writing,  to  Admiral  Sir  Ihs- 
mas  Pye  at  Portfmouth,  requiring 
him  forthwith  to  affemble  a  Courc 
Martial  for  the  trial  of  the  faid 
officer.  And  it  having  been  fug- 
gelled  to  their  Lord(hip9  that  fcvi'- 
ral  officers  and  commanders  of  the 
King's  fhips  at  Portfmouth  (who, 
on  account  of  their  feniority,  muft 
fit  as  members  of  the  faid  Court 
Martial,  if  the  letter  of  the  \zth 
fection  in  the  faid  a^  is  conformed 
to)  will  be  fummoned  as  witnefTes* 
either  in  fupport  of  the  charge  or 
in  behalf  of  the  accufed^ 

.      Yott 
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Yoo  are  therefore  reqoefied 
to   adfife    their   lordflupe, 
whether  ie  cafe  fiich  ienior 
officers    ihould    be    called 
upon  to  give  evidence  at  the 
uial,  they  may  likewife  fie 
as  semberi  oif  the  ooorc 
martial  ?— 'And  alfo» 
Whether  the  court  can  be  ]e» 
gaily  held  withoot  the  fe- 
nior  officers  (who  ihall  hap* 
peo  to  be  called  opon  to 
give  evidence)  in  cafe  it  it 
necefTary  for  their  janiofs 
to  fit  as  members,  in  order 
tt>  make  op  the  number  re* 
quired  by  the  ftatute  to  con- 
0itttte  a  court  ? 
*'  The  nfage  of  the  fervioe  is 
very  material  opon  this  cafe»  for 
naval  courts   martial  are  evident* 
ly  confidered  in  the  flatutes  con* 
cerninc;  them»  as  known  and  efia- 
blifhed  couru,  confequently  in  mat- 
ters  not  efpecially   provided   for, 
the  fettled   coorfe  of   proceedings 
muft  have  great  weight— That  the' 
characters  of  witnefs  and  judge  are 
not   confiflent,    is    very   obvious  f 
and  though  in  the  common  law  of 
England  there  is  no  challenge  to 
a  judge,  yet  in  the  only  inftance 
wc  know  where  judges  were  called 
opon  to  give  evidence  in  a  crimi* 
nal  cafe,  [Kelyug's  Rip.  la.]  it  is 
obferved,   that  they  fat  no  more 
during   that    Trial.**- By  a    (Iria 
and  literal  conftruClion  of  the  fta* 
tttte  of  the  2zd  of  Geo.  II.  chap. 
33,    fe6L    iz.   neither    the  profe- 
cutor,    nor    the     priibner,    would 
ceafe  to  be  judges.*— But  this  con* 
ftrudion    would     be    abfnrd,    and 
the  aA  muft  from   common  feofe 
admit  as  the  ufage  is,  that  officers 
to  whom  there  is  a  juft  ground  of 
exception,    or    who    have    a    juft 
pound  of  excuict  fhall  not  be  in- 


cluded in  the  number  of  thofe  of 
whom  the  court  is  to  be  composed; 
confequently  if  any  officer  entitled 
by  his  rank  to  fit,  is  cither  proie* 
Ctttor,  party,  or  witnefs,  the  per- 
fim  neat  in  feniority  mufl  fnpply 
kia  place,  and  the  court  fo  com* 
pofed,  will  be  legally  held  accord* 
aog  to  the  intent  of  the  ad. 

Al«  WEDDERBUaN. 

Ja.  Wallace. 
F.  C.  Cost. 
Then  the  Judge  Advocate  read 
the  order  fent  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  to  Sir  Thomas  Pye, 
admiral  of  the  white,  to  hold  the 
court  martial,  dated  the  31ft  De* 
cember,  1778,  figoed  Sandwich, 
T.  Buller,  Lifburne ;  and  for  ad- 
journing to  the  Governor  of  Portf* 
mouth's  faoofe. 

The  following  members  were 
then  fworn,  agreeable  to  ad  of  Par* 
liament, 

Prcfidcnt,  Sir  Thomas  Pye>  ad- 
miral of  the  white. 

Matthew  Buckle»  Efq;  vice- 
admiral  of  the  red. 

John  Montagu,  fi(qi  vice*adffli<* 
ral  of  the  red. 

Marriot  Arbnthnot,  Efq;  rear- 
admiral  of  the  white. 

Robert  Roddam,  Efq;  rear-ad- 
miral 9f  the  white. 
Capuins.  M.  Milbank 

Francis  Samuel  Drake 
Taylor  Penny 
John  Mourtray 
William  Bennet 
Adam  Duncan 
Philip  Boteler 
James  Cranfton 
Then  the  Judge  Advocate  wat 
fworn  not   to  dilclofe  or  difcover 
the  opinion  of  any  particular  mem- 
ber of  the   court   martial,  nnlefe 
thereunto  required  by  a&  of  Par* 
liamenu 

The 
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The  coart  was  tYien  adjoomed 
to  the  hoafe  of'  the  governor  of 
PortTmoath,  when  the  Pr^rfident 
defired  the  Judge  Advocate  to  read 
tbecharM. 

The  jadge  Advocate  then  read 
Sir  Hugh  Palliler's  letter  to  Philip 
Stephens,  Efq;  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty,  dated  London  the  9th  < 
of  December*  1778,  defiring  the 
Lords  Commilfioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty to  order  a  coart  martial 
to  be  held  for  the  tria]  of  the 
Honoorable  Augaflus  Keppel,  ad- 
miral of  the  blue,  for  mifcondud^ 
and  negledl  of  duty  on  the  27th 
and  28th  of  July,  1778,  as  mem- 
tioned  in  the  inclofea  paper  con- 
taining the  charges  againft  him. 

The  charge  was  then   read  as 
foHows: 

A  Charge  rf  Mi/ccndu^  and  NtgleSi 
tf  Duty  againft  tht  Honourabli 
Admit al  Keppel,  on  the  zjtb 
and  2%tb  p/ July,  1778,  m  divtrs 
Inftancis  undermentioned. 

L  That  on  the  morning  of  the 
27ih  of  July,  1778,  having  a  fleet 
of  thirty  (hips  of  the  line  under  his 
command,  and  being  then  in  the 
prcf«\cc  of  a  French  fleet  of  the 
like  number  of  fliips  of  the  line, 
the  faid  admiral  did  not  make  the 
necefiary  preparations  for  fight,  did 
not  put  his  fleet  bto  a  line  of  bat- 
tle, or  into  any  order  proper  ei- 
ther for  receiving  or  attacking  an 
enemy  of  fuch  ^rce:   but  on  the 
contrary,    although   his    fleet  was 
already  difperfed  and  in   diforder, 
he,  by  making  the  fignal  for  fe- 
Tcral  fliips  of  the  vic^-admiral  of 
the  Uue't   diviflon,   to    chace   to 
wdndward,    increafed  the  diforder 
of  that  part  of  his  fleet,  and  the 
lUtpa  were  in   confeqoence   more 
nnered  than  the^  had  been  be- 
Ibrs:  and  whilft  in  thi)  diforder. 
Vol.  XXXI. 


he  advanced  to  the  enemy  and 
made  the  fignal  for  battle. 

That  the  above  conduct  was  the 
more  unaccountable,  as  the  ene« 
my's  fleet  was  not  then  in  difor* 
der,  nor  beaten,  nor^  flying,  but 
formed  in  a  regular  line  of  battle 
on  that  tack  which  approached  *the 
Britifli  fleet  (all  theif  motions 
plainly  indicating  a  defign  to  give 
battle),  and  they  edged  down  and 
attacked  it  whilil  in  diforder:  b/ 
this  un-oflicer-like  condu£l,  a  ge* 
neral  engagement  was  not  brought 
on,  but  the  other  flag-oflicers  and 
captains  were  left  to  engage  with* 
out  order  or  regularity,  from 
whence  great  confuiion  eniue4» 
fome  of  hisfhips  were  prevented  get- 
ting into  adion  at  all,  others  were 
not  near  enough  to  the  enemyp 
and  fome  from  the  confufion  fired 
into  others  of  the  King's  (bipa« 
and  did  them  confiderable  damage^ 
and  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
was  left  alone  to  engaee  fingly 
and  unfupported.  In  ucfe  in- 
llances  the  faid  Adiffiiral  Keppel 
negligently  performed  the  duiy  im* 
poied  on  him. 

XL  That  after  the  van  and  cen- 
ter divifions  of  the  Britifli  fleet 
pafled  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  the 
admiral  did  not  immediately  tack 
and  double  upon  the  enemy  with 
thofe  two  divifions,  and  continue 
the  battle,  nor  did  he  colledt  them 
together  at  that  time,  and  keep  fo 
near  the  enemy  as  to  be  in  readi- 
nefs  to  renew  the  battle  as  foon 
as  it  might  be  proper;  but  on  the 
contrary,  he  flood  away  beyond  the 
enemy  to  a  great  diflance  before 
he  wore  to  fland  towards  them 
again,  leaving  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  engaged  with  the  enemy, 
and  expofed  to  be  cut  oflF. 

III.  That  after  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  blae  had  pafled  the  laft  of 
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th«  entmy's  flupiy  and  iinne. 
diately  wore  and  fadd  his  own 
thipU  bead  towards  the  enemy 
again*  being  then  in  their  wake 
and  at  a  little  diftance  only*  and 
txp^Ctiar  the  admiral  to  advance 
wim  all  the  flnpt  to  renew  the 
£ghc»  the  admiral  did  not  advance 
for  that  pdrpoTc*  but  'ihortened 
fall*  hauled  down  the  fignal    for 

-  batcU;  nor  did  he  at  that  time, 
or  at  any  other  time  whilft  Aand< 
ing  towards  the  enemy,  call  the 
fhSpi  together  in  order  to  renew 
the  atmck  as  he  n;ight  have  done, 
par ticolarly*  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
red,  stnd  his  diiifion,  which  had 
rpoeived  the  leail:  damage*  had 
been  «he  longeft  out  of  a£lion* 
ware  ready  and  fit  lo  repew  it,  were 
th^  to  whidward  and  could  have 
bdre  down  and  fetched  any  part  of 
th«  French  fleet*  sf  the  fignal  for 
bactle  had  not  been  hauled  down* 
01^  if  the  faid  Admiral  Keppel  had 
a^led  himfelf  of  the  fignal  ap- 
pobned  by  tlve  thirty- firft  article  of 
tfab  Fighting  Inffrudions*  by  which 
he  might  have  ordered  thofe  to 
lead  who  are  to  lead  with  the 
ftarboard^s  tacks  on  board  by  a 
wind*  #hich  fignal  wss  applicable 
ttf  the  occafion  for  renewing  the 
engagement  with  advantage  after 
th<e  French  fleet  had  been  beaten* 
itieir  line  broken*  and  in  diforder. 
Irt  thefe  inftanccs  he  did  not  do 
thto.  ttcmoft  in  his  power  to  take* 
fink*  barn,  or  deftroy  the  French 
fitfet*  that  had  attacked  the  Britiih 
(iMt. 

IV.  That  hiUead  of  advancing 
to  renew  the  engagement*  as  in 
the  preceding  articles  is  alledged* 
anfd  as  he  Might  and  oaght  to  have 
dahe*  the  admiral  wore  and  made 
(ail  dircdUy  from  the  enemy*  and 
tba9  he  led  the  whole  firititb  Hcet 

Mtfly  from  (htm*  which  gave  them 


the  opportonity  to  rally  unmolef  • 
edy  and  to  form  again  mto  a  line 
of  battle*  and  to  ftand  after  the' 
Britiih  fleet;  this  was  difgracefol 
to  the  Britiih  flag*  for  it  had  the 
appearance  of  a  flight*  and  gare 
the  French  admiral  a  pretence  to 
claim  the  viAory*  and  to  pnblifli 
to  the  world  that  the  Britim  fleet 
ran  away*  and  that  he  porfued  it 
with  the  fleet  of  France*  and  of- 
fered it  battle. 

V.  That  on  the  morning  of  die 
28di  of  July*  1778*  when  it  was 
perceived  that  only  three  of  the 
French  fleet  remained  near  the 
Bricifl),  in  the  fituation  the  whole 
had  been  in  the  night  before*  and 
that  the  refl  were  to  leeward  at  a 
greater  diflance*  not  in  a  line  of 
battle  but  in  a  heap,  the  admiral 
did  not  caufe  the  fleet. to  purfue 
the  flying  enemy*  nor  even  to 
chace  the  three  fliips  that  fled  af- 
ter the  red ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
he  led  the  Britifh  fleet  another  way, 
diredly  from  the  enemy. 

By  thefe  ioflances  of  miicondufl 
and  negle^*  a  glorious  opportunity 
was  lo^  of  doing  a  moil  eflential 
fervice  to  the  ilate^  and  the  honour 
of  the  Britifli  navy  was  tamiihed. 

i  When  the  evidence  on  the  part 
of  the  profecutor  (which  lafled  to 
the  30th  of  Jan.)  was  gone  throu^h^ 
the  admiral  opened  his  defence  with 
the  following  fpeech : 


The  Speech  of  the  Honourable  Au» 
gUftus  Keppel*.  before  the  Court 
Martialt  in  openiug  his  Defeuce^ 
Jan.  the  ^oth  1779. 

Mr.  Frejident  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Court, 

I  AM  iiroaght  before  yoo*  af« 
ter  forty  years  fervice*  on  the 
charge  of  an  officer  ander  my  con* 
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mini,  for  a  variety  of  ofrences> 
whichj  if  true  or  probable^  would 
be  greatly  aggravated  by  the  means 
I  kave  had,  from  a  long  experieDce> 
of  knowing  my  duty,  and  by  the 
ftrong  motives  of  honour,  which 
ought  to  have  incited  me  to  per- 
form it  to  the  very  utmofi  extent  of 
ay  ability; 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  an  officer  un- 
der my  orders,  concrives  that  1  have 
aded  very  irregularly  and  very 
culpably  in  the  engagement  with 
the   French   fleet   on  the   27th  of 

iolylaft;  fo  \try  irregularly,  and 
I  very  faultilyi  that  i  have  tar- 
nifiied  the  lullre  of  the  navy  of 
England. 

ro^efled  with  this  opinion,  on  our 
return  to  port  after  the  adlion,  he 
has  a  letter  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  put  into  his  hands,  giv- 
bg  me>  in  the  mod  explicit  terms> 
his  Majeily'sapprobauon  for  aeon- 
dad,  which  he  now  affedls  to 
think,  deferves  the  utmoll  difap- 
Probation,  and  the  fevered  cen- 
lure;  and  he,  with  the  other  ad- 
mirab  and  captains  of  the  fleet,  to 
whom  it  was  likewife communicated, 
perfs^Uy  acquiefccs  in  it. 

With  the  fame  ill  opinion  of 
my  condufl  in'  his  bofom,  he 
goes  to  fea  again  under  my 
Gommandi  he  goes  to  fea  under 
me,  without  having  given  the 
leail  vent  to  his  thoughts,  either 
by  way  of  advice  to  myfelf,  or  of 
complaint  to  our  common  fupe- 
fiors. 

He  afterwards  correfponds  with 
IM  on  terms  of  friendfhip;  and  in 
this  correfpondence  he  ufet  ex- 
peffiooif  which  convey  a  very 
hirii  opinion  of  my  diflnterefted* 
IMiiSb  and  of  my  aeal  for  the  fervice. 
.  After  all  this  I  came  home;  I 
am  reeetved  by  his  Majeily  with  ^ 


the  moft  gfaciousexpreflionsof  fi|« 
vour  and  efleem;  and  I  am  rr« 
ceived  in  the  moft  flattering  man* 
ner  by  the  £rft  Lord  of  the  AdaU 
ralty. 

Several  weeks  pa4»  when  at 
length,  without  giving  me  any  pre* 
vious  notice,  the  fioard  of  Admi* 
ralty  fend  me  £ve  articks  of 
charge,  on  which  they  declare  their 
intention  of  bringing  me  to  my 
trial ;  ihefe  charges  are  brought  by 
Sir  Huj^h  Pallifcr ;  who  nearly  at 
the  fame  time  publicly  declared* 
that  he  had  taken  this  ftep  from 
an  opinion,  thu:  he  himfclf  lay 
under  an  imputation  of  difobe<« 
dience  to  my  orders,  and  that  tlus 
imputation  was  countenanced  by 
me.  I  may  fay,  without  the  leaft 
hefitation,  that  if  I  (hould  be  cen* 
fured  on  fuch  a  charge  (which  in 
this  court,  and  w'.th  my  caufe,  I 
think  impoflibie)  there  is  an  end 
of  all  command  in  the  navy.  If 
every  fubordinate  ofHcer  can  let 
up  his  judgment  againft  that  of  hia 
commander  in  chief;  and  after  fe« 
yeral  months  of  infldious  filence* 
can  call  him  to  uial,  whenever  he 
thinks  it  ufeful  for  the  purpoie  of 
clearing  away  imputations  on  him-^ 
felf,  or  in  order  to  get  the  ftarc  of 
a  regular  charge,  which  he  ap- 
prehends may  pofBbly  be  brought 
on  his  own  coududl;  there  can  be 
no  fervice. 

If  the  charges  of  my  accufer 
could  be  juftified  by  his  apprehen* 
fions  for  himfelf,  he  has  taken 
care  to  prove  to  the  court,  that  ht, 
had  rtry  good  reafon  for  his  fears  | 
but  if  thele  charges  are  to  be  con* 
fidered  as  fupported  upon  any  ra« 
tional  ground,  with  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  offence,  or  any  fa- 
tis£i6U>ry  evidence  with  regard  to 
the  hiStig  as  againft  xne;  he  makes 
[R]%  that 
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that  figure*  which^  I  traft  in  God, 
i^l  thme  who  attack  innocence  will 
ever  make. 

In  your  examination  into  that 
jndgmenCy  which  my  officer,  in 
order  to  depreciate  my  ikill  and  to 
criminate  my  condud»  has  thought 

S roper  to  fet  up  againft  mine,  yoo 
ave  very  wifely,  and  according  to 
the  evident  neceflity  of  the  cafe, 
called  for  the  obfervations  and  fen- 
timents  of  all  the  officers  who  have 
ferved  in  the  lace ,  engagement ;  fo 
■  hir  as  thev  have  been  brought  be- 
^fore  you  oy  the  profecutor,  I  take 
it  for  granted,  you  will  follow  the 
fame  courfe  with  thcfe  that  I  fhall 

Srodoce.  If  this  fhould  not  be/ 
one,  an  accufer,  (according  to 
the  pradice  of  mine)  by  the  ufe  of 
leading  queflions,  by  putting  things 
out  of  their  natural  order,  by  con- 
founding times,  and  by  a  perplex- 
.ed  interrogatory  concerning  an  in- 
finite nuniber  of  manceuvres  and 
fituations,  might  appear  to  produce 
:a  ftate  of  things  diredly  contrary 
to  the  ideas  of  thofe  who  faw  them 
with  their  own  eyes.  I  am  afto« 
oiihed,  that,  when  an  officer  is 
accufed  by  another  of  crimes, 
which,  if  true,  mud  be  apparent 
to  a  very  ordinary  obfervation  and 
underllanding,  that  any  witnefs 
•ihould,  on  l^iog  afked,  refufe  to 
declare  his  free  fentiiVients  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  matters  to 
which  he  depofes  have  appeared 
to  him:  I  nev^er  wiftied  that  any 
gentleman  ihould  withhdd  that 
part  of  his  evidence  from  tender- 
nefs  to  me ;  what  motives  the  ac- 
cufer had  for  objecting  to  it^  he 
knows. 

The  plained  and  fulleft  fpeaking 
is  be£t  for  a  good  caufe.  The  ma- 
fiifeft    view    and    intention    that 


things    are   done    with,  conftitnte 
their  crime  or  merit.    The  inten- 
tions   are    infeparably     conneded 
with  the  a6b ;  and  a  detail,  of  mi- 
litary or  naval  operations,  wholly 
feparated   from   their   defign,   will 
be  nonfenfe.      The  charge  is  read 
to  a  witnefs,  as  I  apprehend,  that 
he  may  defcem  how  the  fads  he 
has    feen,  agree   with    the  crimes 
he  hears  charged.       Otherwife  I 
cannot  conceive  why   a  witnefs  is 
troubled  with  that  rea^din^.     The 
'court  can  hardly  enter  f^lly  into 
the  matter  without  fuch  informa* 
tion;  and    the    world  out   of  our 
profeflion  cannot  enter  into  it  at 
all.     Thefe  queilions  I  am  informed 
are  properly  queilions  of  fadt ;  and 
I  believe  it ;  they  are  perfedUy  con- 
formable to  the  practice  of  court 
martials;    but  if  they  were  quef- 
tions    to    mere    opinion,    yet   the 
court,  not  the  witnefs,  is  anfwer- 
able   for   the   propriety  of  them. 
Mailers  have  been  called  here  by 
the  profecutor   (and  the  propriety 
not   difputed)  for  mere    opinions, 
concernmg  the  effedl  of  chacing  on 
a  lee-ihore.      In    higher    matters, 
higher    opinions    ought    to    have 
weight ;  tf  they  ought,  there  are 
none  more  capable  of  giving  the 
court  information  than   thofe  who 
are  fummoned  here ;  for  I  believe 
no  country  ever  was  ferved  by  offi- 
cers   of   more    gallantry,  honour, 
ability,  and   (kill  in   their  profef- 
fion. 

You  are  a  court  of  honour  as 
well  as  of  ftrid  martial  law.  I 
(land  here  for  my  fame,  as  well 
as  for  my  life,  and  for  my  (latkMi 
in  the  navy.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  in  a  trial,  which  is  not  with- 
out importance  to  the  whole  ftt" 
vice,  you  will  be  fo  indulgent  as 

CO 
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to  hear  me  with  patience^  whild  I 
explain  to  you  every  thing  that 
teods  to  clear  my  repucation  as  a 
man,  as  a  Teaman^  and  as  com- 
mander. 1  will  open  it  to  yoo 
without  any  arts ;  and  with  the 
plain  freedom  of  a  man  bred  and 
formed  as  we  all  are. 

As  I  am  to  be  tried  for  my  con- 
daft  in  command,  it  is  proper  I 
ihould  lay  before  you^  my  fitua- 
don  in  that  command,  and  what 
were  my  motives  for  the  feveral 
afts  and  orders,  on  account  of 
which  I  Hand  charged.  I  mull 
beg  leave  to  make  fome  explana- 
tion of  thefe  before  I  enter  upon 
the  accufations  article  by  article. 

To  the  five  fpecial  anicles  of 
the  charge,  you  may  depend  upon 
it,  1  (hall  give  full,  minute^  and 
fatisfaflory  anfwers,  even  on  the 
narrow  and  miftaken  principles  on 
which  fome  of  them  are  made. 
But  I  beg  leave  to  point  out  to 
you,  that  there  is  a  general  falfe 
fappoiition,  that  runs  through  the 
whole;  in  cenfuring  me  for  mif- 
conduft  and  negledt  of  duty,  my 
accufer  has  conceived  very  miihken 
notions  of  what  my  duty  was ;  and 
on  that  bad  foundation  he  has  laid 
ihe  whole  matter  of  his  charge. 

1  think  myfclf  particularly  for- 
^nate,  in  being  able  to  make  out 
by  evidence,  at  this  diftance  of 
time,  with  fo  much  exadlnel's  as 
I  fhajl  do,  the  various  movements 
which  were  made  or  ordered  in  the 
adion  of  the  27th  of  July;  it  is  ». 
piece  of  good  fortune  which  cannot 
ohcn  happen  to  a  commander  in 
phief  in  the  fame  circum (lances. 
In  an  exteniive  naval  engagement, 
ud  in  the  movements  preparatory 
to  it»  fubordinate  ofHcers,  if  they 
are  attentive  to  their  duty,  are 
Ml/  employed  in  the  care  of  their 


own  particular  charge;  and  they 
have  out  little  leifure  for  cxaft  ob- 
fervation  on  the  condudt  of  theTr 
commander  in  chief;  it  is  their 
buiinefs  to  watch  his  fignals,  and 
to  piu  themfclves  in  a  condition  to 
obey  them  with  alacrity  and  cffe(k. 
A$  they  are  looking  towards  one 
thing,  and  he  is  looking  towards 
anouier,  it  is  always  a  great  chance 
whether  they  agree,  when  they 
come  to  form  an  opinion  of  the 
whole. 

'  You  are  feniible,  gentlemen,  that 
one  of  the  things  which  diflinguifh 
a  commander  in  chief,  is  to  know 
how  to  catch  the  proper  moment 
for  each  order  he  gives.  He  is 'to 
have  his  eye  on  the  enemy,  the 
reft  ought  to  have  their  eyes  on 
him.  If  thofe  fubordinate.  officers^ 
who  are  inclined  to  find  fault  with 
him,  do  no  mark  the  inftant  of 
time  with  the  fame  preciiion  which 
he  does,  their  judgment  will  often 
be  erroneous ;  and  they  will  blame 
where  perhaps  there  is  the  greatefl 
reafon  for  commendation. 

Befides  it  mull  be  obvious,  when 
we  confider  the  nature  of  general 
engagements,  that  in  the  multi* 
tude  of  movements  that  are  made^ 
and  the  variety  of  pofuions  in 
which  Ihips  are  fucceflively  found, 
with  regard  to  one  another,  when 
in  motion  over  a  large  fpace,  (to 
fay  nothing  of  the  fmoke)  things 
fcarcely  ever  appear  exadtly  in  the 
fame  manner  to  any  two  ihips* 
This  occafions  the  greateft  per- 
plexity and  confufion  in  the  ac- 
counts that  go  abroad,  and  fome- 
timcs  produces  abfolute  contradic- 
tions between  different  relators ;  and 
that  too  without  any  intentional  fault 
in  thofe  who  tell  the  ftory.  But 
wherever  the  commander  in  chief 
is  placed ;  tbaf  is  the  center  of  aJl 
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the  operations ;  that  ^  is  the  true 
pc»nc  of  view  from  which  they 
muft  be  feen  bv'thofe  who  examine 
his  condud;  becaufe  his  ofnnion 
SDutt  be  formed,  and  his  condud 
jtegulaced  by  the  jud^aient  of  his 
eye  apon  the  pofture  in  which  hi 
fees  his  objeds»  and  not  from  the 
view  which  another  in  a  different, 
and  perhaps  diflant  pofition  has  of 
them ;  ana  in  proportion  as'  he  has 
jodged  well  or  ill  upon  that  particu* 
cular  view,  taken  from  that  parti- 
cular  pofition  (which  is  the  only 
point  of  diredion  he  can  have)  he 
ceferves  cither  praife  or  cenfure. 

On  thefe  principles  I  wifh  my 
snanoeavres  to  be  tried,  when  the 
proper  confideration  is,  whethef 
they  have  been  unfiulfully  con- 
ceived, or  as  the  charge  exprefTes 
it,  in  an  un-officer-like  manner* 
^ut  my  reafons  for  preferring  any 
one  flcp  to  another,  (land  apon  dif* 
ferent  grounds ;  all  that  he  charges 
as  negligence  was  the  effed  of  de- 
liberation and  choice;'  ;^nd  this 
ihakes  it  neceiTary  for  me  to  ex- 
plain, as  fully  as  I  think  it  right 
to  do,  the  ideas  I  aided  upon. 

1  am  pot  to  be  considered  in  the 
fight  in  which  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
f^ems  to  confider  roe,  merely  as  an 
officer  with  a  limited  commiffion, 
confined  te  a  fpecial  military  ope- 
ration, to  be  conduded  upon  cer- 
tain military  rules,,  with  an  eye 
towards  a  court  martiaJ,  for  my 
acquittal  or  condemnation  as  I  ad- 
hered tp  thofe  rules,  or  departed 
from  them.  My  commiflion  was 
of  a  very  different  fort.  I  was  en- 
trulled  with  ample  difcretionary 
powers  for  the  immediate  defence 
pf  the  kingdbm.  I  was  placed,  in 
fome  forty  in  a  political  as  well  as 
k  military  fituation  ;  and  though, 
1^  m/  own  defire^  for  the  purpofes 


of  uniformity  and  fecrecy,  my  in- 
ftrudions  came  to  me  through  the 
Admiralty  alone,  yet  part  o?  them    • 
originated  from    the  Secretary   of 
Sate,  as  well  as  from    the  board. 
Every  thing  which  I  diii  as  an  offi- 
cer was  fofely  fubfervient  and  fu- 
bordinate  to  the  great  end  of  the 
naiional   defence.     I   manceuvred ; 
I   fought;   I    returned   lo  port;  I 
put  to  fea ;  juft  as  it  feemed  beft 
to  me  for  the  purpofe  of  my  defli- 
nation.      I   adtd  on   thefe    princi--^^  . 
pies   of  large    difcretipn ;   and   on 
thofe    principles    I  muil   be    tried. 
If  I  am  not,  ic  is  another  fort  of 
officer ;  and  not  one  with  my  trufl 
and  my  powers  thai  is  on  trial. 

It  is    undoubtedly   the  duty  of 
every  fea  officer,  to  do  his  utmoil 
to    take,    (ink,    burn   and    deilroy 
the     enemy/s   ihip    wherever   he 
meets   them.      Sir   Hugh   Pallifer 
malces  fome  charge  on  this   head^ 
with    as    little    truth,     reafon,    or 
juftice,   as   on  any  of  the  others* 
He  ihall  have  a  proper  anfwer  in 
m  proper  place ;  that  is,  when  I 
come     to     the     articles.      But   in 
juilice  to  the  principles,  which  di- 
reded  me  in  my  command,  I  muft 
beg  leave  to  tell  you,  that  1  (hould 
think  myfclf  perfcdly  in  the  right, 
if  I   poftponcd  or   totally   omitted 
that  aedrudion  of  (hips  in  one,  in 
two,  or  in  twenty  inftances,  if  the 
purfuit  of  that  objed  feemed  to  me 
detrimental  to  matters  of  more  im- 
portance, dtherwife  it  would  be   a 
crinie  for  a  commander  entruiled 
with  the  defence  of  the  kingdom, 
to  have  any  plan,  choice,  or  fore^ 
fight  in  his  operations ;  I  ought  to 
coudud  myfeif,  and  1  hope  i  did» 
in   each   particular,   by  my  judg- 
ment of  its  probable  effed  on  the 
iffue  of  the  whole  naval  campaign, 
to  which  all  my  adicms  ought  to 
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kite  t  relation.  Without  attend- 
ing to  that  relation,  fome  parucu- 
iars  of  my  condud  on  the  27  th  and 
28th  of  July,  cannot  appear  in  the 
li^ht  which  I  imagine  they  are  fairly 
inutled  to ;  and  fome  circumilances 
of  my  lenity  towards  Sir  Hugh  Pal- 
lifer,  will  incur  a  cenfure  they  do 
not  deferve. 

I  have  reflefled  again  and  again 
onthatbufiners;  and  if  I  were  to  be 
ooce  more  in  that  fituation,  I  am 
perfaaded  that  I  ihould  ad  in  all 
refpeds  very  mach  in  the  fame 
manner,  1  have  done  my  bell  and 
atmoU ;  not  merely  to  comply  with 
an  article  of  war  (I  ihould  be 
aihamed  that  fuch  a  thing,  at  fuch 
a  time,  could  have  engaged  my 
thoughts)  bat  to  defend  the  king- 
dom ;  and  I  have  reafon  to  thank 
God,  that  whatever  obllrudions  I 
met  with  in  fervice,  or  whatever 
danders  and  accufations  have  fol- 
lowed me  afterwards,  the  kingdom 
has  been  defended. 

My  capacity  may  be  unequal  to 
the  trull  which  was  placed  in  me. 
It  is  certainly  vtry  unequal  to  the 
warm  wiihes  I  have  ever  felt  for 
the  fervice  of  ray  country.  There- 
fore if  I  had  intrigued  or  folicited 
the  command,  or  if  I  had  bargained 
ft>r  any  advantage  on  accepting  it,  I 
might  be  blamed  for  my  preAimp- 
tion.  But  it  came  to  me  entirely 
onibught,  and  on  accepting  it,  I 
■either  complained  of  any  former 
aegled,  nor  Itipulated  for  any  future 
gnuification. 

It  is  upwards  of  two  years  ago, 
that  is  in  November,  1776,  that  I 
feeeiTed  a  meflage  from  Lord  Sand- 
wich, brought  to  me  by  Sir  Hugh 
PaUt(er#  t£it  the  appearance  of 
ibreigA  powers  in  our  difputes, 
miehc  require  a  fleet  at  home; 
41V  tl|iu  he  had  his  Mijtfky'^  or* 


ders  to  know  whether  I  wonld  an* 
deruke  the  command.  I  faid 
that  I  was  ready  to  attend  and 
five  my  anfwer  in  perfon  to  the 
King. 

Being  admitted  into  the  clofet,  J 
gave  fuch  an  one  as  feemed  (atis- 
fadory  to  his  Majefly;  and  hav- 
ing delivered  my  opinions  with 
opennefs,  i  ended  with  a  declara* 
tion  of  my  willingnefs  to  ferve 
him,  in  the  defence  of  this  coun- 
try and  its  commerce,  whenever  I 
ihould  be  honoured  with  his  com* 
mands,  and  as  long  as  my  health 
permitted. 

The  appearance  on  the  part  of 
foreign  powers  not  continuing  (1 
fuppofe,)  to  give  fo  much  alarm,  I 
heard  no  more  of  the  command 
from  November  1776,  to  February 
or  March  1778.  At  that  time  I 
had  hints  conveyed  to  me  that  I 
might  foon  be  wanted.  I  was  aj 
ready  to  obey  the  King  as  I  had 
been  iixteen  months  before;  and 
when  required  to  ferve,  1  had  two 
or  three  audiences  of  his  Majelly 
before  I  left  London  finally  to  hoiSt 
my  flag.  I  mull  remark,  that  I 
took  the  freedom  to  exprefs  to  his 
Majelly,  that  1  ferved  in  obe- 
dience to  h/s  commands ;  that  I 
was  unacquainted  with  his  Mini- 
ilers,  as  Miniflers ;  and  that  I  took 
the  command  as  it  was,  without 
making  any  difliculty,  and  with, 
out  aiking  a  fingle  favour ;  truiling 
to  his  Majedy's  good  intentions, 
and  his  gracious  fupport  and  pro- 
tedion. 

Circumflanced  as  I  was,  I  could 
have  no  finiiler  and  no  ambitious 
views  in  my  obedience.  I  rifqued  a 
great  deal,  and  I  expeded  nothing. 
Many  things  difpofed  me  rather  to 
feek  my  eafe  than  any  new  em- 
ployment, and  gave  me  a  vtry 
[R]  4  natural 
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nttural  relodtance  to  pat  »  iituft« 
tion  fo  difficult  to  mend,  to  any  new 
hasard. 

That  hasard,  gentlemen,  is  Tery 
great  to  a  chief  commander  who 
18  not  well  fupported  at  home$  the 
greater  the  command,  and  the 
larger  the  difcretion,  the  more  lia- 
ble the  commander  is,  in  the 
conrfe  of  fervice,  to  hafty,  igno- 
rant, envious,  or  mutinous  objec- 
tions to  his  conduct ;  and  if  ^e  has 
cot  a  candid,  an  equitable*  accep- 
tance of  his  endeavours  at  home, 
bis  reputation  may  be  ruined,  his 
fucct£es  will  be  depreciated,  and 
bis  misfortunes,  if  fuch  fhould  be- 
fal  him>  will  be  tamed  into  crimes. 
But  the  nation  was  rcprefented  to 
ine,  by  thofe  who  ought  bed  to 
know  its  condition,  as  not  in  a 
very  fecure  flace.  Although  my 
forty  years  endeavours  were  not 
varked  by  the  pofleflion  of  any 
one  favour  from  the  xrown  (except 
that  of  its'  confidence  in  time  of 
danger]  1  could  not  think  it  right 
to  decline  th^  feryi^  of  my  coun- 
try, 

I  thought  it  expedient  to  lay  be- 
fore you  a  true  fiate  of  the  circum* 
fUnces  under  which  I  took  the 
command,  that  you  might  fee, 
that  if  I  am  that  incapable  and  ne- 
gligent officer  which  this  charge 
reprefents  me,  I  did  not  intrude 
myfelf  into  command ;  that  I  was 
called  to  it  by  the  expreis  orders 
of  my  Sovereign ;  tjiat  thcfe  orders 
were  conveyed  to  me  by  his  chief 
Minifler  of  the  marine,  with  great 
feemihg  concurrence  and  approba^ 
don ;  that  the  meiTenger  (who  alfo 
appeared  to  be  pertedly  pleafed 
with  his  errand)  was  no  pther  than 
Sir  Hugh  Falliier  my  accufer; 
who  ought  to  have  been  a  judge  of 
my  ability  from  a  very  Ipng  acr 


quainunce;  and  that  laftly,  this 
was  no  matter  of  furpriEe  and  har- 
ry; fince  they  had  fixteen  months 
time  to  confider  and  canvais  my 
fitnefs  for  a  great  diicretionary 
trud,  before  they  placed  it  in  my 
hands. 

If  I  gave  no  juft  caufe  of  doubt 
about  my  real  charader  before  my 
appointment,  l.gave  as  little  caufe 
of  uneaftnefs  afterwards.  From  the 
moment  of  my  taking  the  com- 
mand, I  laid  down  to  myfelf  one 
rule,  which  in  my  opinic  n,  where 
there  are  honeft  intentions  on  all 
fides,  does  more  to  enfure  fuccefs 
to  fervice,  than  aim  oft  any  other 
that  can  be  conceived  ;  which  was, 
**  to  makt  the  heft  of  e*very  thing, ^* 
The  whole  fleet  will  bear  me  wit- 
nefs,  that  it  was  not  my  cuftom  to 
complain,  though  it  is  generally 
thought  good  policy  to  be  very  ex- 
aA  by  way  of  precaution.  If  any 
thing  was  defeAive,  I  ilated  it  in 
conhdence,  and  with  good  humour, 
to  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
I  received  my  fupplies  with  ac- 
knowledgment :  what  could  not  be 
helped,  i  concealed;  i  made  no 
noife;  nor  encouraged,  much  lefs 
excited  any  murmurings  in  or  out 
of  the  fleet. 

I  corref ponded  with  the  noble 
earl  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty ; 
and  I  did  every  thing  with  re- 
ference to  him  exadly  m  the  fame 
way  as  if  my  heil  and  deareft 
friends  were  in  that  department, 
leaving  none  but  the  plained  in* 
tentions,  I  was  much  more  willine 
to  take  any  blame  upon  myfelf 
than  lay  it  upon  thofe  who  fent  me 
out,  or  on  thofe  who  ferved  under 
me;  I  was  open  and  unguarded; 
in  general  i  fludied  my  language 
very  little,  becaufc  1  little  ful'ped* 
€4#  (bat  tfaps  vvpuld  be  laid  (or  me 
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tn  ray  expreffions,  when  my  actions 
were  above  reproach. 

I  very  foon  found  how.neceflary 
it  was  for  one  in  my  fituation  to 
be  well  fupported  by  office.  On 
my  firit  going  to  Portfmouth, 
which  was  in  March  lad,  I  was 
made  to  bi^lieve,  that  I  Ihould  fee 
a  ftrong  and  weU-apf)ointed  fleet 
ready  for  iea.  An  opinion  of  that 
kind  was  circulated  very  generally. 
There  were  not  more  than  fix  ihips 
of  the  line  aiTembled  and  in  any 
condition  to  go  upon  iervice;  of 
them,  all  I  (hall  fay  is,  tnat  on  re* 
viewing  them  with  a  feaman's  eye» 
they  gave  me  no  plcafure.  Whilft 
I  continued  at  Portfmouth,  I  be- 
lieve four  or  five  more  arrived.  I 
returned  to  town  without  making 
any  noife.  1  reprefented  amicably 
this  ftate  of  things.  I  was  told  that 
the  (hips  were  colleding  from  other 
parts,  and  from  fea;  and  I  mull 
lay,  that   from  that  time  forward, 

freat  diligence  was  ufed ;  as  much, 
believe,  as  was  polfible.  If  there 
had  not,  we  never  could  have  fail- 
ed, even  with  the  force  we  went  out 
with. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  June,  I  fet 
fail  from  St.  Helens  with  twenty 
(hips  of  the  line;  well  enough 
equipped;  that  is,  neither  of  the 
befl;  nor  the  worfl  1  had  feen.  I 
was  hardly  on  my  ilation,  when  a 
new  occafion  occurred,  to  (hew 
mt,  how  much  a  commander,  en- 
trnfted  as  I  was,  muft  take  upon 
UmdcliF;  how  much  he  muft  ven- 
ture on  his  own  difcretion,  and 
how  neceflary  it  is  for  him  to  have 
•  proper  fupport.  The  circum- 
ftaooe  of  my  falling  in  with  the 
French  frigates,  Pallas  and  Li- 
cone*  and  of  the  chace  and  the 
engagement  with  the  Belle  Poule, 
(fo  £)ootinbIe  to  Captain   Mar* 


Ihal)  are  fre(h  in  yonr  neniories.  I 
undertook  the  affair  at  my  owm 
rifque.  War  had  not  been  declared^ 
nor  even  reprifalt  ordered.  My  fi» 
tuation  wis  fingolar;  I  might  be 
diiavowed,  and  a  war  with  France 
laid  to  the  account  of  my  n(h» 
nefs.  There  was  not  wantbg 
fome  difcoarie  of  that  tendency* 
among  people  whofe  opinions  are  of 
moment. 

I  reprefented  what  I  had  done; 
and  to  this  hour  I  have  not  received 
one  fyllable  of  dired  or  offieial  ap- 
probation of  my  condu^. 

I  found  hoiyever  that  the  taking 
of  the  (hips  was  important  to  the 
ftate ;  the  papers  I  found  in  them* 
and  the  intelligence  1  received  ^ 
that  means,  filled  me  with  the  moft 
ferious  apprehenfions.  1  was  Ott 
the  cpemy's  coaft  with  twenty  (ail 
of  the  line;  there  were  thirty  two 
in  fireft  road  and  Breft  water*  and 
frigates  more  than  treble  ihy  nam* 
ber. 

My  orders  to  fail  with  twemy 
(hips  could  not  have  been  upon  a 
fuppofition  of  my  having  to  deal 
with  afuperior  force/ 

I  know  what  can  be  done  by 
£ngH(h  officers  and  £ngli(h  (ea« 
men,  and  I  truft  to  it  as  much  as 
any  man.  I  ihould  not  be  difcoa« 
raged  by  fome  fuperiority  aeainft 
me  in  (hips,  men,  and  metal,  but 
I  have  never  had  the  foUy  to  de« 
fpife  my  enemy.  1  (aw  that  an 
engagement,  under  fuch  circum* 
ftances  of  decided  fuperiority  on 
the  part  of  France,  would  hazard 
the  very  being  of  this  kingdom. 
If  our  fleet  (hould  be  defboyed,  it 
was  evident  that  the  French  muft 
become  mafters  of  the  fea,  for 
that  campaign  at  leaft;  whether 
we  could  ever  repair  the  bfs  is  not 
yery  dear  to  me*  when  {  confide? 

the 
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the  ftau^  Qor  naYal  ftore«  at  thtt 
psat,  aod  the  extreme  difBculty  of 
a  fujwplyy  fts  long  as  the  French 
BiQoia  cOBtioue  fupecior  in  the 
channd* 

It  if  impoifiblc  to  fay  to  what 
iiidi  a  calamity  might  not  lead ; 
J  waa  £lltd  with  the  deepeft  me- 
lancholy I  ever  felt  in  my  life.  I 
if^ond  myielf  obliged  to  turn  my 
back  on  France,  but  I  took  my 
^ciolntiom  I  again  riiqued  myfelf 
CMn  my  own  opinion.  I  quitted 
my  ftaaon;  my  courage  was  never 
put  to  fttch  a  trial  as  in  that  re- 
<Mtt«  Imi  9^  firm  fir/uafiw  u,  that 
4h€  t^mtHj  tjumsjafitd  by  it,  Thofe 
JB  power,  who  muft  have  under- 
Aood  ika  ftate  of  the  fleets  and 
cf  the  kingdom*  were  the  bell 
pUe  10  difcern  the  propriety  of 
my  condttdl.  But  I  was  permit- 
ted 10  go  out  again  in  the  fame 
IflB^KUtant  command*  very  unwor- 
thy  of  the  truft  if  (  had  done 
amifs:  very  deferving  of  commen- 
daiion  and  thanks*  if  at  my  own 
fifquc  I  had  preferved  the  country 
lirom  no  flight  danger;  one  or 
other  of  thefe  was  certainly  the 
cafe;  but  the  fa^  is,  that  \  was 
continoed  in  the  command,  but  did 
not  then  receive*  nor  have  I  yet  rp* 
cdved*  any  more  than  1  had  on  the 
Hormer  occafion  of  taking  the 
French  ihips,  one  word  of  od:cial 
approbation. 

All  thefe  difcoursging  circum- 
ftances  did  not  abate  the  zeal  I  felt 
for  the  fafety  of  my  country*  or 
difgoft  me  with  its  fervice*  or  dif* 
turb  my  temper.  On  niy  return 
to  Portfmoutn  I  made  no  com- 
plaint; I  did  every  ttiing  to  Hifle 
diicontent*  and  to  get  forward  for 
fea  again*  without  divulging  the 
trite,  litnation  cfa&'air&>  although  1 
taoftd  mjifelf.in  publications^  which 


are  confidered  as  countenanced  by 
authority*  moil  grofsly  abufed*  and 
threatened  with  the  fate  of  Admiral 
Jlyng. 

I  had  returned  to  Portfmouth 
on  the  27th  of  June,  and  on  the 
ninth  of  July*  findirtg  my  fleet 
made  up  to  twenty-four  (hips  of 
the  line  of  battle,  with  four  fri- 
gates* and  two  ftre-fliips*  I  failed 
again  in  obedience  to  my  inflru;- 
tions,  trufling  to  fuch  reinforce- 
ment as  I  was  given  to  expeA 
would  join  me  at  Plymouth,  off 
the  Lizard,  and  at  fea  :  by  feveral 
xeinforcements  of  fliips*  manned 
as  the  exigency  would  permit,  the 
fleet  w^s  made  up  to  thirty  fail  of 
the  line.  After  this*  although  I 
was  much  flion  of  a  proportion- 
able number  of  frigates,  and  muft 
naturallpr  be  fubjed  to  many  incon* 
veniencies  from  that  want*  I  had* 
on  tlie  whole,  no  juft  caufe  for 
uneafinefs.  The  greateft  part  of 
tne  fliipt  were  in  good  condition, 
and  well  appointed;  and  where 
any  thing  was  wanting,  the  xeal  of 
the  commanders  abundantly  fup« 
liedit. 

The  appearance  of  the  French 
fleet  connrmed  the  ideas  upon 
which  I  had  returned  to  Portf* 
mouth ;  for  on  the  8th  of  July, 
the  day  before  I  left  St.  Helen's, 
they  failed  out  of  Bred  thirty -two 
iail  of  the  line.  On  the  23d  the 
fleets  of  the  two  nations  hrft  came 
in  flght  of  each  other.  I  believe 
the  French  admiral  found  roe  much 
flronger  than  he  expeded ;  and 
from  t|icnce  he  all  alon^  fliew- 
ed*  as  I  conceived,  a  manifeft  dif* 
ioclioation  to  come  to  an  engage* 
ment.  1  do  not  fay  this  as  mean^ 
ing  to  call  his  courage  in  qneflion* 
very  far  from  it;  I  am  certain 
th«t  he  it  a  laanof  great  bravery; 
•  but 
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kfft  be  night  have  many  very  rea- 
jfonable  motiTes  for  avoiding  a  der 
pfive  a£Ron. 

Many  objects  of  the  French* 
9nd  thofe  very  important«  might 
)>e  obtained  without  a  battle,  On 
any  p^rt,  I  had  every  motive  which 
could  make  me  earned  to  bring  ic 
pOf  and  I  was  refolved  to  do  fo 
whenever  and  by  whatever  means  I 
pould. 

Jfhould  be  criminal  indeed  if  I 
not,  for  I  had  \fvcry  motive  for 
deiiring  to  prels  on  an  adion ;  the 
greateft  body  of  the  Britilh  trade 
Was  then  on  its  return  home.  Two 
£afl-India  and  two  Well  I  ndia  fleets 
of  immcofe  value  were  hourly  ex- 
peded ;  from  the  courfe  it  was  pro- 
bable they  would  hold,  and  from 
the  fituation  oi  the  French  fleet» 
they  might  be  taken  in  my  fight 
without  a  poffibility  of  my  prevent- 
ing it.  Befides  this,  I  know  that 
two  fleets,  where  one  of  them 
choofet  to  decline  battle,  may  be 
for  a  long  time  near  one  another, 
yvithout  any  means  of  bringing  on 
an  engagement. 
\  I  cannot  be  certain  whether  the 
account  I  have  read  be  qMite  ex- 
fiit:  but  it  fhould  appear  by  that 
account,  that  in  King  William's 
reign  Admiral  RufTcl  continued  for 
two  months  almoil  in  the  daily  view 
of  the  French  fleet  without  hav- 
ing it  in  his  power  to  fight  them : 
I  do  not  think  the  thing  at  ail  im- 
poffible^ 

I  had  alfo  other  reafons  for  the 
greatefl  anxiety  to  bring  on  an  en. 

ggement  u(>on  any  terms  that  I 
old  obtain  it. 

'liiefe  reafons  are  weightjr ;  and 
they  are  founded  in  my  inflruc- 
tioM,  I  gave  notice  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, t&t  I  might  find  it  ufeft^ 
to  my. defence  to  produce  tbofe 


inf^ru^ons  on  my  trial.  Tlw)r 
communicated  to  me  his  MMety/f 
pleafure  thereupon,  and  mtormet 
me,  that  they  could  not  confenl 
that  my  inflrudtions  ihofild  bt  ]ai4 
before  my  council,  or  be  produced 
at  the  court  martial.  I  waa  mod^ 
lurprifed  at  this  anfwer,  as  I  coo- 
ceived  that  thofe  who  were  mach 
better  judges  than  I  cooU  be  of 
what  was  matter  of  Hate,  couU 
never  have  thought  of  putting  mm 
in  a  fituation  which  migiit  compil 
me,  in  my  defence^  to  produce 
the  inilrudions  under  which  I  aA? 
eJ,  when  at  the  fame  time  chef 
meant  to  refufe  me  the  fair  and 
natural  means  of  my  juflificatios. 
It  is  my  undoubted  right*  if  j 
think  proper,  to  avail  myfetf  of 
them.  On^former  trials  the^  hafiB 
been  generally  fent  down  with  tht 
accufation,  that  the  condoft  of  thio 
Admiral  might  be  compared  wiik 
his  inftrudions.  But  leaving  thft 
Admiralnr  to  refled  on  the  pn^ 
priety  of^  their  conduct,  it  is  mr 
part  to  take  care  of  my  own*  I 
have  alwavs  been  willing  to  nm 
any  hazard  for  the  benefit  of  tht 
flate.  I  fhall  not  produce  thofe  in* 
ArufUons ;  I  have  not  even  fhew* 
ed  them  to  my  council,  nor  conn 
municated  their  contents.  But  my 
declining  to  make  nfe  of  my  own 
rights  cannot,  in  a  like  cafe  here^ 
after,  affed  the  right  of  any  other 
man. 

The  world  will  judge  of  the  wif* 
dom  and  equity  of  ordering  trials 
undpr  fuch  arcumfhinces. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  I  came  to 
an  action  with  the  French:  they 
were  beaten*  and  obliged  to  retire 
into  their  own  port.  No  one  am 
doubt  but  a  commander  in  chief, 
who  is  to  reap  the  principal  fhare 
of  tht  gk>ry,  will  be  eameil  10 

havt 
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have  his  vidory  as  cpmpleat  u 
poiEUe.  Mini  did  mi  anfwer  to 
mj  wiihes,  nor  to  my  juil  expec- 
tttions.  1  was  fully  refolved  to 
lenew  the  engagement:  ffhj  it 
was  not  renewed^  will  appear  when 
I  come  to  the  particulars  of  the 
xharge. 
,  As  to  my  conda^t  after  the  en- 
garementt  I  might  have  purfued 
s  fruitlefs  and  a  moft  hazardous 
chace  of  fome  few  ihipi  (I  know 
not  'to  this  hour  with  ceruinty 
what  they  were,  nor  does  my  ac- 
cder) :  if  I  had  had  my  mind  filled 
with  notions  unworthy  of  my  fta- 
tion  I  might  ea£ly  have  paraded 
with  my  Ihattered  fleet  off  the  har. 
boor  of  Breft.  I  chofe  rather  to 
retom  to  Plymouth  with  all  expe. 
dition»  to  pot  myfelf  once  more  in 
a  condition  to  meet  the  enemy,  and 
defend  the  kingdom.  But  on  my 
retom  I  took  care  to  leave  two 
men  of  war  of  the  line  on  a  cruize 
to  protect  the  trade.  Bv  the  vi- 
gilance of  the  eommanders,  and 
the  happy  effeA  of  the  late  advan- 
tage, the  expeAed'  fleets  all  came  in 
fafe. 

At  PJymomh  I  loft  no  time,  and 
omitted  no  means  of  putting  my- 
*felf  di  a  flate  fit  for  adion.  I  did 
every  thing  to  promote  an  unani- 
mous exertion;  and  I  found  my 
endeavours  well  feconded  by  all 
the  admirals  and  captains  of  the 
Aftet.  This  benefit  I  acquired,  by 
avoiding  a  retrofped  into  the  con- 
<2uA  of  the  Vice-admiral  of  the 
blue;  for  if  I  had  inflituted  an 
inouiry  or  trial,  it  would  have 
fuipended  the  operations  of  jthe 
whole  fleet,  and  would  have  fuf- 
pended  them  in  the  midft  of  the 
campaign,  when  every  moment 
was  precious,  and  the  exertion  of 
evf  ry  officer  ncceflary,    The  delay 


which  the  prcfcnt  court-martial 
has  occaiioned  to  the  fervice,  even 
at  this  time,  is  evident  to  all  the 
world.  How  much  more  mifchie- 
vous  would  it  have  been  at  that  pe- 
riod ?  I  was  fenfible  of  it,  or  ra- 
ther, to  fpeak  more  corrcdly,  my 
mind  was  fo  fully  taken  op  with 
carrying  on  the  great  fervice  which 
was  entrufted  to  my  care,  that 
I  could  not  admit  the  thought  of 
miffpending  my  own  time,  ^d 
wafting  the  flower  of  the  Britifli 
navy,  m  attending  on  a  court-mar- 
tiaL 

My  letter  to  the  Admiralty  wu 
written  in  the  fpirit  which  direded 
my  condudl  at  Plymouth.  All  my 
letters  were  written  with  the  fame 
fpirit.  My  letter  publiflied  in  the 
Gazette  has  been  brought  before 
this  Court,  for  the  purpofe  of  con- 
viding  me  of  crimes,  by  the  perfon 
whofe  faults  it  was  intended  to  co* 
ver.  He  has  attempted,  very  it- 
regularly  in  my  opinion,  to  call 
upon  witnefles  for  their  conflruc. 
tion  of  my  writing.  No  one  has  a 
right  to  explain  my  meaning,  where 
it  may  be  aoubcfui,but  myfelf;  and 
it  is  you.  Gentlemen,  who  are  to 
judge  whether  my  explanation  is 
fair. 

That  letter  (as  far  as  it  goes)  is 
an  account  of  the  action  flri^ly  true, 
it  is  indeed  very  fhorc,  and  very 
general,  but  it  goes  as  far  a^  I  in- 
tended it  fliould.  It  commends  Sir 
Hugh  Pailifer;  it  does  what  1  meant 
to  do. 

I  meant  to  commend  his  bravery 
(or  what  appeared  to  me  as  fuch) 
in  the  engagement.  As  he  flood 
high  in  command,  to  pafs  over 
one  in  his  flation,  would  be  to  mark 
him.  It  would  have  conveyed 
the  cenfure  1  wilhed  for  fuch  good 
Maibns    to   ^void^    and  {  /hould 

have 
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that  antil  Sir  Hugh  Panifer  Umfelf 
had  brought  out  to  this  Court  all  th«t 
particulars,  I  attributed  much  mort 
to  his  snisfortune*  or  miftake,  than 
I  now  find  myfelf  aothorized  to  do|, 
nor  did  I  think  his  condoA  half 
fo  exceptionable  as  he  himfelf  hai 
proved  it. 

After  the  engagement,  hi  never 
thought  fit  to  explain  to  me  the  rea* 
fons  of  his  not  bearing  down  into 
my  wake>  to  enable  me  to  renevr 
the  action,  and  /  did  not  think  fit  tci  ^ 
enquire  into  them. 

I  apprehend  that  a  power  of  pa& 
fing  over  faults  or  miftakes  in  fer«^ 
vice,  (into  which  the  very  beft  of- 
ficers may  be  furprized)  to  be  ftune* 
times  as  neceflary«  if  not  to  dif« 
cipline,  yet  to  the  end  of  all  dif* 
cipline,  the  good  of  the  fervice»  at 
any  punifhment  of  them  can  pofli« 
blv  be  ;  and  one  of  the  ill  tSt€tg 
of  this  profccution  will  be,  I  fear, 
to  terrify  a  commander  in  chief  oat 
of  one  of  the  moft  valuable  parts 
of  his  difcretion. 

By  ufing  the  difcretion  which  I 
thought  was  in  me»  I  preferved. 
concord  in  the  fleet,  promptitude 
in  the  fervice,  and  dignity  to  the 
country.  In  my  opinion,  any 
complaint  of  fuch  a  magnitude 
would  have  produced  infinite  mi£> 
chiefs. 

Nobody  can  imagine,  that  ia 
that  moment,  an  accufation  of  a 
Vice-admiral,  who  was  befides  a 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  could  be 
undertaken  without  a  capital  de- 
triment to  our,  naval  operations* 
and  even  to  the  quiet  of  the  puln 
lie. 

My  letter  was  written  foleljr' 
upon  the  principles  which  I  have 
now  honeflly  and  faithfully  laid 
before  you,  and  which  I  fubmit  to 
your  judgment.     If  I  have  beea 

l&ore 


have  defeated  the  one  great  object 
I  had  in  view,  the  defence  of  the 
aation.  In  that  letter  I  expreiTed 
alfo  my  hopes  of  bringing  the 
French  fleet  to  adlion  in  Uie  mom* 

I  had  fuch  hopes;  and  my  ao- 
cufer,  even  in  the  fecond  edition 
of  his  log-book,  fhews  that  I  was 
not  wholly  ungrounded  in  my  ex- 
Delations,  (Ince  he  has  recorded 
himfelf  as  of  the  fame  opinion.  I 
faid,  that  I  did  not  interrupt  the 
French  fleet  that  evening  in  the 
formation  of  their  line.  I  (hall 
(hew  you  by  evidence  (if  it  (hould 
not  have  already  fully  appeared) 
that  I  was  not  able  to  do  it,  and 
that  any  random  firing  from  me  un- 
der my  circumAances  would  have 
been  vain  againfl  ihe  enemy,  and  a 
difgraceful  trifling  with  regard  to 
myfelf. 

You  have  fecn  my  exprcflions, 
and  fuch  is  their  meaning  with  re- 
gard to  both  the  French  and  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer,  fo  far  as  they  ap- 
plied to  the  particular  times  to 
which  they  feverally  belonged. 
But  there  was  an  intermediate  time 
with  regard  to  both,  of  which, 
when  I  wrote  my  letter,  1  gave  no 
account.  I  intended  to  conceal  it. 
I  do  not  conceive  that  a  comman- 
der in  chief  is  bound  to  difclofe 
to  all  Europe,  in  the  miJfl  of  a 
critical  fervice,  the  real  (late  of  his 
fleet,  or  his  opinion  of  any  of  his 
officers. 

He  is  not,  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  bound  to  accufe  a  Britifli 
admired.  To  me,  fuch  an  accu- 
fiitson,  under  almofl  any  circum- 
ftuces,  is  a  very  ferious  matter. 
whilft  a  poflibility  of  an  exciife  for 
an  officer  remains  in  my  mind,  I 
cm  in  my  difpofition  ready  to  lay 
hold  of  it;  and  i  confefs  to  you. 
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oorc  indolffent  than  was  wife»  the 
paUic  has  liad  the  benefit*  and  all 
die  trouble  and  inconvenience  of 
lHy  indifcretion  has  fallen  upon 
ikyMf*  I  never  had  a  more 
troohMbme  talk  of  the  fort  than 
it  penmng  that  letter,  and  it  has  ill 
iimwered  my  pain;. 

If  I  have  no;  (hewn  myfelf  able 
at  concealment*  it  is  a  fault  for 
which  I  hope  I  (hall  not  lofc  much 
credit  with  this  court  martial.  I 
ihall  not  be  very  uneafy  if  I  have 
been  thought  to  have  wrote  a  bad 
letter*  if  I  (hall  be  found,  as  I  truft 
I  (hall  be  found*  to  have  done  my 
duty  in  fighting  the  enemv. 

The  intrufion  of  my  letter  into 
the  trial*  has  made  it  ncceifary 
for  me  to  explain  it.  I  now  pro- 
c^  with  the  account  of  my  con- 
dua. 

I  got  ready  for  fea  again*  with 
my  ufual  temper  and  difpoficion 
to  accommodate;  after  this  IJkept 
the  fea  as  long  as  I  could.  The 
Sreach  fleet  carefully  avoided  my 
Ibdon.  I  could  obtun  no  diftin^ 
intelligence  of  them  though  I 
omitted  no  means  to  procure  it. 

In  comfcquence  of  this*  their  de- 
lertion  of  the  feas*  their  trade^fell 
into  the  hands  of  our  privateers* 
to  a  number  and  value  that  I'  be- 
Keve  was  never  equalled  in  ^  Uie 
fame  fpacc  of  time.  His  Majtfty 
was  nleafed  to  fpeak  of  it  in:*  his 
speech  from  the  throne*  ard  to^M^ 
tribute  it  to  the  good  condu^  bf 
fome  of  his  officers.  ^ 

When  I  confidered  this;  when 
r  confidered  the  direA  approbation 
of  my  condu^*  and  the  circum* 
^ncet  which  attended  my  ap- 
pointment* it  was  with  difficulty 
I'  perfuaded  myfelf  that  I  was 
awake*  when  I  found  that  I  was 


treated  as  a  criminal*  and  ordered^ 
without  the  leafl  ceremony*  or 
previous  enquiry,  to  be  tried  by 
a  court  martial,  on  the  accufation 
of  my  officer*  my  old  friend*  one 
over  whole  faults  I  had  fo  lately 
ca(l  a  veil;  the  very  perfon  who 
was  a  mefTenger  and  congratulator 
of  my  original  appointment.  I 
acknowledge  it  was  tor  fome  time 
before  I  could  fufficiently  mailer 
my  indignati<>n,  and  compofe  my* 
felf  to  that  equality  of  temper  with 
which  I  came  hither,  and  with 
which  I  have  heard  (uch  (hocking 
and  reproachful  matter  and  words 
read  to  my  face,  in  the  place  6f 
fupport  I  was  made  to  look  for* 
I  feel  very  much  inward  peace  at 
prefent;  and  the  event  I  confider 
with  much  lefs  concern  for  myfelf* 
than  for  the  fcrvicc.  Your  judg- 
ment* I  am  fully  perfuaded*  will 
be  wife  and  well  weighed*  and 
fuch  as  will  be  of  credit  to  your* 
felves*  and  of  advantage  and  en- 
couragement to  that  part  of  the 
military  which  is  moft  interefting 
to  this  kingdom.  On  my  part*  I 
truft  I  (hall  entitle  myfelf  not  only 
to  an  acquital*  but  to  an  honour- 
able reparation  at  your  hands*  for 
the  maJicious  calumnies  contained 
in  the  charge  againfl  me. 

Thus  much  I  have  faid  as  to  the 
general  matter  which  has  arifen  on 
the  trial,  and  the  circumllances 
by  which  that  trial  has  been 
brought  on,  as  well  as  to  the  mo« 
tives  and  principles  which  regu« 
lated  the  difcretion  that  I  conceive 
was  in  me«  If  thefe  motives  were 
probable,  and  likely  to  be  real,  I 
(;annot  be  guilty  of  the  criminal 
ijegligence  and  want  of  knowledge 
in  my  profeffion*  with  which  I 
itand  charged*  As  to  the  charges 
themfeives. 
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themielfes,  let  the  firfl  article  be 
read  again,  aad  I  will  aofwer  to 
ic 

Jtulp  Adijuaie,      Flrft  Article  of 
the  Charge, 

THAT  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th  of  Jaly,  1778,  having  a  fleet 
of  thirty  (hips  of  the  line  under 
his  command,  and*  bein^  then  in 
the  prefence  of  a  French  fleet  of 
the  like  number  of  (hips  of  the 
line;  the  faid  admiral  did  not 
make  the  neceflary  preparations 
for  fight ;  did  not  put  his  fleet  in- 
to a  line  of  battle,  or  into  any  or- 
^ir  proper  cither  for  receiving  or 
attacking  an  enemy  of  fuch  force; 
but  OR  the  contrary,  although  his 
fleet  was  already  difperfed  and  in 
diforder,  he,  by  makmg  the  fignal 
for  feveral  (hips  of  the  vice-admi- 
ral of  the  blue's  divifion  to  chace 
to  windward,  increafed  the  diior- 
der  of  that  part  of  his  fleet,  and 
the  (hips  were  in  confequence  more 
fcattered  than  they  had  been  be- 
fore; and  whilft  in  this  diforder, 
he  advanced  to  the  enemy,  and 
made  the  fignal  for  battle. 

That  the  above  condud  was  the 
more  unaccountable,  as  the  ene- 
my's fleet  was  not  then  in  difor- 
der, nor  beaten,  nor  flying,  but 
formed  in  a  regular  line  of  battle, 
on  that  tack  which  approached  the 
Britifli    fleet,  '  (all    their   motions 

Catnly  indicating  a  de(ign  to  give 
kttle)  and  they  edged  down  and 
attacked  it  whilil  in  diforder.  By 
this  on-oflicer-like  condudl,  a  ge- 
neral engagement  was  not  brought 
oa,  but  the  other  flag-o(ficers  and 
olptaini  were  left  to  engage  with- 
ODt  order  or  regularity,  from 
uliciice  great  contufion  enfued ; 
(btoe  of  nit  (hips  were  prevented 


getting  into  affibn  at  all,  other* 
were  not  near  enough  to  die  eae* ' 
my  ;  and  fome,  from  the  confnfiodb 
fired  into  others  of  the  King's  fliipsp 
and  did  them  confiderable  damage;; 
and  the  ?ice-admiral  of  the  mae 
was 'left  alone  to  engage  fln^f 
and  vnfnpported.  In  thele  m* 
fiances  the  faid  Admiral  Ke^pel  ne« 
gligently  performed  the  daty  in^ 
po&d  on  him. 

The  Admiral.  Mr.  Prefident,  t# 
this  charge,  I  anfwer,  that  I  have 
never  underflood  preparations  for 
fight,  to  have  any  other  meaninr 
in  the  language  and  underfbmd- 
ing  of  feamen,  than  that  each  par- 
ticular fliip  under  the  diredioa 
and  difcipUne  of  her  own  officerSj 
^hen  in  purfuit  cf  an  emnrf,  be  in 
every  refpeft  cleared  and  in  feadi- 
nefs  for  aftion ;  the  contrary  of 
which,  no  admiral  of  a  fleet,  with« 
out  reafonable  caufe,  ^I  prefnme; 
and  as  from  the  morning  of  the  2^h, 
nohen  the  French  fleet  had  got  t9 
ivindward,  to  the  time  of  the  aSiom, 
the  Britijh  fleet  ixjos  in  unremitting 
purfuit  ofthemy  it  is  ftill  more  dim* 
cult  to  conceive,  that  any  thing 
more  is  meant  by  this  charge,  than 
what  is  immediately  after  convey* 
ed  by  the  charge  that  follows  it, 
namely, 

'*  That  on  the  fame  morning 
««  of  the  27:h,  I  did  not 
"  put  ray  fleet  into  a  line 
*'  of  battle,  or  into  any  qr- 
*'  der,  propereither  for  re- 
''  ceiving  or  attacking  an 
.  "  enemy  of  fuch  force." 

By  this  fecbnd  part  of  the 
charge,  I  feel  myfelf  attacked  in 
the  exercife  of  that  great  and  broad 
line  of  diicretion,  which  tytty  of- 
ficer commanding  either  fleets  or' 

armies. 
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iiaiicf  •  it  often  oUiged,  boch  in 
dntj  and  confdcnce,  to  exerdfe 
to  the  ^e§t  of  hit  jadgaient»  imd 
which  depending  on  drcumftkncea 
and  fituations  infinitely  various^ 
cannot  be  jredace4  to  any  pofitive 
nk  of  difcipriae  or  nra^Gkej  a 
diicreiioo  which  I  will  fobmic  to 
tb^  Coortb  I  was  particniarly  called 
Tiiyf*  by  the  ftrongeft  and  beft 
nodvea  to  exercife«  and  which, 
in  my  poblic  letur  to  the  Board 
of  Admiralty,  I  openly  avowed  to 
have  exercifed.  I  admit,  that  on 
Ac  moxniog  of  the  27 th  of  July, 
I  did  not  put  mv  fleet  into  a  line 
of  battle,  Decaufe  I  had  it  not  in 
toy  choice  to  do  fo,  confident  with 
the  certainty*  or  even  the  proba- 
bility of  either  giving,  or  being 
»Ven  battle ;  and  becanfe,  if  1 
hfid  fcrnpaloufly  adhered  to  that 
order,  in  wUch,  if  the  eledion 
bad  been  mine,  I  fliould  have 
chofen  to  have  recdved,  or  attack- 
ed a  willing  enemy,  I  ihould  have 
had  no  enemy  cither  to  recdve  or 
to  atuck. 

I  Ihall  therefore,  in  anfwer  to 
Ait  charge,  fnbmit  to  the  Court 
my  reafons  for  detcrminine  to 
bring  the  French  fleet  to  battle  at 
all  events  $  and  fiiall  fliew,  that 
any  other  order  than  that  in  which 
my  fleet  was  condnfted,  from  my 
firfl  feeing  them,  to  the  moment  of 
the  aaion,  was  incompatible  with 
fuch  determinatkm. 

And   in   order  to   this,  I  muft 

'can  the  attention  of  the  Court  to 

a  retiofpeAive  view  of  the  motions 

'  of  the  two  fleets,  from  thdr  firfl 

coming  in  fight  of  each  other. 

On  my  firft  difcovering  the 
French  fleet  at  one  o'clock  vn  the 
afternoon  of  the  23d  of  July,  I 
made  the  neceflary  fignals  for 
forming  my  fleet    in    the    order 


of  batrle,  which  I  efieaed  towaidi 
the  evening,  when  I  brongbt  tOp 
by  fignal,  and  lay  till  the  moni' 
ing,  when  perceiving  that  the 
French  fleet  had  gainM  the  wiml 
daring  the  night,  and  carried  a 
prefled  fail  to  preferve  it,  I  dif- 
oontmned  die  fignal  for  the  Hoe, 
and  made  the  general  fignal  to 
chace  to  windward,  in  hopes  that 
they  would  join  battle  with  me, 
rather  than  (ufler  two  of  their  ca- 
pital  (hips  to  be  entirely  feparated 
from  them,  and  give  me  the 
chance  of  catting  olF  a  third, 
which  had  carried  away  a  top* 
mafl  in  the  night,  and  which  hot 
for  a  fliift  of  wind  I  m^  have 
taken.  In  thb,  however,'  I  was 
difappointed,  .for  they  fuflfeired  two 
of  them  to  go  off  altogether,  and 
continued  to  make  every  nie  of  the 
advantage  of  the  wind. 

This  afliduous  endeavoar*of  the 
French  admiral  to  avoid  coniing  to 
action,  which,  from  his  that  hat- 
ing^ the  wind,  was  always  lin  his 
option,  led  me  to  believe  ;be  ex^ 
pcdked  a  rdnforcement ;  a|reflec« 
tlon  which  would  alone  havf  been 
fufHcient  Co  determine  me  to  urge 
my  purfuit  in  as  colleded  a  body 
as  the  nature  of  fuch  a  purToit 
would  admit  of,  without  the  delay 
of  the  line,  and  to  feize  the  firll  op- 
portunity of  bringing  on  an  engage- 
ment. 

Bat  I  had  other  rca&ms  no  Ufs 
urgent. 

If  by  obftinately  adhering  to  the 
line  of  battle,  I  had  fuffered,  as  1 
inevitably  moft,  the  French  fleet 
to  have  feparated  from  me;  sM 
if  by  fuch  feparation  the  Eagliih 
convoys  from  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Indies,  which  I  have  alrndy  ftated 
in  the  introdadkion  to  mv  defence  » 
have  been  thenexpcded  bome»  had 

bceo 
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been  cut  off,  or  the  coaft  of  Eng- 
land been  infulted,  what  woald 
have  been  my  fi tuation  ?  Sheltered 
under,  the  forms  of  difcipline,  I 
perhaps  might  have  efcaped  punifli^ 
menCi  but  I  could  not  have  efcap- 
ed cenfure;  1  fhould  neither  hav^ 
efcaped  the  contempt  of  my  fvllow 
citizens,  nor  the  reproaches  of  my 
own  confcience. 

Moved  by  thefe  important  con- 
fideracions,  fupported  by  the  ex- 
amples of  Admiral  RuiTel,  and 
other  great  naval  commanders, 
who  in  fimilar  iituations  bad  ever 
made  ftrid  order  give  way  to  rea- 
fonabie  enterprize,  and  particu- 
larly encouraged  by  the  remem- 
brance of  having  myfelf  ferved 
under  that  truly  great  ofHcer  Lord 
Hawke,  when,  rejedling  all  rules 
and  forms,  he  grafped  at  viflory 
by  an  irregular  attack;  I  deter- 
mined not  to  lofe  light  of  the 
French  fleet  by  being  outfailed 
from  preferving  the  line  of  battle, 
but  to  keep  my  fleet  as  well  coU 
leded  as  I  could,  and  near  enough 
to  afliU  and  a£t  with  each  other, 
in  cafe  a  change  of  wind  or  other 
favourable  circumilance  Ihould  en- 
able me,  to  force  the  enemy  to  ac- 
tion. 

Such  were  my  feelings  and  fe- 
iblutions  when  the  day  broke  on- 
the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July ; 
at  which  time  the  fleet  under  my 
command  was  in  the  following 
poiition:  Vice-admiral  Sir  Robert 
Harland  was  about  four  miles  dif- 
tant  on  the  Vidlory's  weather 
qaarter  with  moft  of  the  (hips  of 
us  oivn  divifion,  and  fome  of 
Aote  belonging  to  the  centre; 
and  Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  PalU- 
ftr  at  about  three  miles  diflance, 
a  pmot  before  the  lee  beam  of  the 
Vidorv,    with    hit    mainiail  opi 

Vo>.  XXII. 


which  obliged  the  fhipil  of  his  di^' 
viflon  to  continue  under  an  eafy 
faih 

The  French  fleet  was  as  inach 
to  windward,  and  at  as  great  a 
distance,  as  it  had  been  the  pre- 
ceding morning,  Handing  with  a 
frefli  wind  dofe  hauled  on  the  lar* 
board  tack,  to  all  appearance  a- 
voiding  me  with  the  fame  induftry 
as  ever. 

At  this  tinle,  therefore,  I  had 
no  greater  inducement  to  form  the 
line  than  I  had  on  the  morning  of 
the  former  day;  and  I  could  not 
have  formed  it  without  gneatly  in- 
creafing  my  didance  from  the 
French  fleet,  contrary  to  that  plan 
of  operations  which  I  have  already 
fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Court. 

The  Vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
next  charges, 

"  That  although  m  v  fleet  was 
"  already  difperlcd,  and  in 
*'  diforder,  I,  by  makine 
"  the  fignal  for  fever^ 
*'  fliips  of  his  divifion  to 
*'  chafe  to  windward,  in- 
"  creafed  the  diforder  of 
"  that  part  of  my  fleets 
*'  and  that  the  (hips  were 
*•  in  confequence  more 
''  fcattered  than  they  had 
<'  been  before;  and  that» 
**  whild  in  this  diforder,  £ 
"  advanced  to  the  cnemy^ 
'<  and  made  the  fignal  lor 
"  battle/' 

In  this  part  of  the  charee  there 
is  a  ftudions  defign  to  miiiead  the 
underftanding,  and,  by  leaving  out 
times  and  intermediate  events ^  to 
make  the  tranfaAions  of  half  a  day 
appear  but  as  one  moment. 

It  is  indeed  impoffible  to  read  it 

without   beine  poflcfled  with  the 

[S]  idea. 
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idea,  that  at  half  pad  five  in  the 
snorning,  when  1  made  the  fignal 
for  fix  of  the  (hips  of  the  Vice- 
admiral   of  the  bluets  divifion  to 
cHace  to  windward,  I  was  in  the 
immediate  profped  of  clofing  with 
an    enemy  approaching   me  in  a 
regulsTr  line,  and  all  their  motions 
plainly  indicating  a  defign  to  give 
cattle s  indead  of  which,  both  the 
fleets   were    then   on  the  larboard 
tack,  the  enemy's  fleet  near  three 
leagues    to    windward,  going  ofF 
cloie  by  the  wind  with  a  preiTed 
fail;    my    reafon     therefore     for 
making    that    fignal  at   half  paft 
five,  was  to  colled  as  many  of  the 
ihips  to  windward  as  I  could,  in 
order  to  (Iren^then  the  main  body 
of  the  fleet,  m  cafe  I  fliould  be 
able  to  get  to  a^lion,  and  to  fill  up 
the  interval  between  the  Vidory 
and  the  Vice-admiral,  which  was 
occafioned  by  his  being  far  to  lee- 
ward;   and    it  is    plam   that  the 
Vice-admiral    muil    have    hirafelf 
underftood  the  obje£tof  the  fignal, 
fince  it  has  appeared  in  the  courfe 
of  the  evidence,  that  on  its  being 
made  the  Formidable  fet  her  main- 
fail,    and  let  the  reefs  out  of  her 
topfails:  and  indeed  the  only  rea- 
fon why  it  was  not  originally  made 
for  the  whole  divifion   was,  that 
thev   mnfl   have  then  chafed  as  a 
divifion,    which    would    have   re- 
tarded the  beH  going  (hips,  by  an 
Attendance  on  the  Vice-admiral. 

Things  were  in  this  fi  tuation, 
when,  abdbt  nine  o'clock,  the 
French  fleet  nv9re  and  flood  to  the 
foutbward  on  the  flarboard  tack ; 
but  the  wind,  immediately  after 
they  were  about,  comine  more 
Southerly,  I  contbned  to  Sand  on 
till  a  quarter  pafl  ten,  at  which 
time  I  tacked  <the  Britifli  fleet  to- 
gether by  ligsali  aad  Sow  alter 


we    were    about,  the  wind  came 
fome  points  in  our  favour  to  the 
weflward,  which  enabled  us  to  lie 
up  for  a  part  of  them ;  but  in  a 
dark  fquall  that  almoli  immediate- 
ly oinic  on,  1  loft  fight  of  them 
for  above  half  an  hour;  and  when 
it  cleared  away,  at  eleven  o'clock, 
I  difcovercd  that  the  French  fleet 
had    changed    their   pofition,   and 
were  endeavouring  to  form  the  line 
on  the  larboard  tack,  which  find- 
ing   they  could  not  efFed  without 
coming  within  gun-(hot  of  the  van 
of    the    Britiih   fleet,   they  edged 
down  and    fired  on  my  headmofl 
fhips,  as  they  approached  them  on 
the    contrary   tack,  at  a   quarter 
after  eleven,  which  was  inftantly 
returned;    and    then,   and  not  till 
thent  I  ntade  the  fignal  for  haith^^ 
all   this  happened  in  ahomt  half  an 
h^nri  and  muft  have  been  owing 
to  the  enemy's  falling  to  leeward 
in  performing  their  evolution  du- 
ring  the  fquall,  which   we  could 
not   fee,  and  by  that  means  pro- 
duced this  fudden  and  unexpeded 
opportunity  of  engaging  them,  as 
they    were  near  three  leagues  a- 
head  of  me  when  the  fquall  came 

Oil. 

If,  therefore,  by  making'  the 
fignal  for  the  line  of  battle  when 
<he  van  of  my  fleet  was  thus  fud- 
denly  getting  within  reach  of  the 
enemy,  and  well  conneded  with 
the  center,  as  my  accufer  himfelf 
has  admitted,  I  had  called  back 
the  Vice-admiral  of  the  red,  the 
French  fleet  might  either  have 
formed  their,  line  complete,  and 
have  come  down  upon  my  fleet 
while  in  the  confiifion  of  getting 
into  order  of  battle,  or  (what  1 
had  ftill  greater  reafon  to  appre« 
head)  might  have  gone  <^  to 
wiadiranl  oit  of  my  readi  alto- 
gether; 
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gcthcr;  for,  even  at  it  was,  the 
enemy's  van»  indead  of  comin;; 
dofe  to  action,  kept  their  wind, 
and  paiTed  hardly  within  random 
(hot. 

My  accufer  next  ofTertj,  as  an  ag- 
gravation of  his  former  charge, 

"  That  the  French  fleet  was 
**  in  a  regular  line,  on  the 
J;-^  '*  tack     which    approached 

^''  "  the      Britifti     fleet;      all 

"  ihcir  motions  plainly 
"  indicating  a  defign  to  give 
••  battle." 

Both  which  fa£ls  have  already 
been  contradidled,  by  the  tefli- 
mony"  of  even  his  own  witnefles. 
That  the  enemy's  fleet  was  not  in 
a  regular  line  of  battle,  appeared 
by  the  French  admiral  being  out 
of  his  flation,  far  from  the  center 
X)f  his  line,  and  next,  or  very 
near,  to  a  (hip  carrying  a  vice- 
admiral's  flag;  and  from  fome  of 
their  (hips  being  a-brcall  of  each 
other,  stnd  in  one  as  they  paflTed 
the  Englifh  fleet,  with  other  appa- 
rent marks  of  irregularity:  in- 
deed every  motion  of  the  French 
fleets  from  about  nine,  when  it 
went  on  the  ilarboard  tack,  till 
the  moment  of  the  action,  and 
even  during  tiie  adion  itfelf,  I  ap- 
prehend to  be  decifive  againft  the 
alledged  indication  of  defigning 
battle:  for,  if  the  French  admiral 
had  really  defigned  to  come  to 
a^on,  I  apprehend  he  never 
•would  have  got  his  fleet  on  the 
coptrary  uck  to  that  on  which  the 
Bruifli  fleet  was  comine  up  to 
kioif  but  would  have  ihor^encd 
fiul,  and  waited  for  it,  formed  in 
the  liae  on  the  fame  tackj  and 
evea  wbeo  he  did  tack  towards 
.  ^  Britiih  fleet,  the  alledged  in- 
st  fgain  diredly  refatied^ 


by  the  van  of  the  French  fleet 
hauling  their  wind  again,  inflead  of 
bearing  do>vn  into  adion,  and  by 
their  hoifling  no  colouts  when  they 
bt'gan  to  engage. 

Notwith Handing  thefe  incontro- 
vertible truths,  my  accufer  im* 
putes  it  to  me  that  a  general  en- 
gagement was  not  brought  on  ; 
but  it  is  evident,  from  the  tefU- 
mony  of  every  witnefs  he  has  cal-r 
led,  that  a  general  engagement 
was  never  in  my  choice;  and 
that,  fo  far  from  its  being  prevent- 
ed by  my  not  having  formed  the 
line  of  battle,  no  engagement* 
either  general  or  partial^  could 
have  been  brought  on,  if  I  had 
formed  it:  indeed,  it  is  a  contra- 
didion  in  terms,  to  fpeak  of  a 
general  engagement,  where  the 
fleet  that  has  the  wind,  tacks  to 
pafs  the  fleet  to  leeward  on  the 
contrary  tack.  i 

Such  was  the  manner  in  which, 
after  four  days  purfuit,  I  was  at 
lafl  enabled,  by  a  favourable  fliift 
of  wind,  to  clofe  with  the  fleet  of 
France.     . 

And  if  T  am  joftifiab!c  on  prin- 
ciplej  in  the  exercife  of  tnat  dif- 
cretion  which  I  have  been  fub- 
mitting  to  your  judgment,  o^ 
bringing  on,  at  all  events,  an  un- 
willing enemy  to  battle,  f  aih 
certainly  not  called  upon  to  de- 
fcend'  to  all  the  minutiae  of  con- 
fequences  re'fuiting  from  fuch  en- 
terprise; even  if  fuch  had  enfued, 
as  pay  accufer  has  aflferted,  but 
which  hiii  own  wicnefles  have  not 
only  failed  to  efUblifli,  but  abfo- 
.Itttely  refuted.  It  would  be  an 
infult  on  the  onderilanding  of  the 
Court9  were  I  to  o£Fer  any  acga- 
ments  to.  ttktw/  that  ihips  which 
engage  without  a  line  of  battle  can- 
not to  clofely,  umiormly,  and  mu* 
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toally  fapport  each  other,  as  when 
circa  mftances  admit  of  a  line  being 
Ibrmed;  becaufe  it  is  felf- evident, 
«nd  \9  the  bafis  of  all  the  difci- 
pline  and  practice  of  lines  of  battle : 
out.  in  the  prefent  cafe,  notwith- 
ilanding  1  had  no  choice  in  mak- 
ing any  difpofition  for  an  attack* 
nor  any  poflibility  of  getting  to 
battle  otherwife  than  I  did,  which 
would  be  alone  fufficient  to  repel 
any  charge  of  confequent  irregu- 
larity* or  even  confufioo,  yetit  is 
not  neceflafy  for  me  to  claim  the 

Srotedion  of  the  circa  mftances  un- 
er  which  I  adled ;  becaufe  no  ir- 
legolarity  or  confufion,  either  ex- 
ifted  or  has  been  proved;  all  the 
chacing  (hips,  and  the  whole  fleet, 
except  a  fhip  or  two,  got  into  bat- 
tle, atid  into  as  clofe  battle  as  the 
r  rench  fleet,  which  had  the  option 
by  being  to  windward,  chofe  to  give 
them. 

The  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
Ikimfelf,  though  in  the  rear,  was 
<>ut  of  i6lioo  in  a  (hbrt  time  after 
the  Vidory ;  and  fo  far  from  be- 
ing left  to  engage  iingly  and  un- 
fupported,  was  pafTed,  during  the 
adion,  by  three  (hips  of  his  own 
divifion,  and  was  oblieed  to  back 
his  mizen  topfail  to  keep  out  of 
the  fire  of  one  of  the  largeftfhips 
in  the  fleet,  which  mufl  have  con- 
tinued near  him  all  the  refl  of  the 
dme  he  was  pafling  the  French 
line,  as  I  (hall  prove  (he  was  with- 
in throe  cables  length  of  the  For- 
midable, when  the  (iring  ceafed. 
'  Pleafe  to  read  the  next  article. 

IfudgtAd'vocati.  Thefecondar- 
dele  of  the  charge  ii,  ''  That  after 
^  the  van  and  center  divifions  of 
««  the  Brid(h  fleet  jpaflfed  the  rear 
^  of  the  enemy,  the  admiral  did 
^  not  immediately  tack  aniS  doa- 


<*  ble  upon  the  enemy  with  tbofe 
"  two  aivifions,  and  condnue  the 
«<  battle;  nor  did  he  colled  them 
**  together  at  that  time,  and  keep 
*•  fo  near  the  enemy  as  to  be  ia 
••  readinefs  to  rtnew  the  battle, 
'<  as  foon  as  it  might  be  proper; 
*'  but»  on  the  contrary,  he  flood 
•*  away  beyond  the  enemy  to  a 
**  great  diflance  before  he  wore  to 
*•  ftand  towards  them  again,  leav- 
'*  ing  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
**  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and 
'•  expofedtobecutofl^" 

^be  Admiral  Sir,  In  anfwer  to 
this  article,  the  moment  the  Vic- 
tory had  paiTed  the  enemy's  rear, 
my  firll  objefl  was  to  look  round 
to  the  po(ition  of  the  fleet,  which 
the  fmoak  had  till  then  obfcured 
from  obfervarion,  in  order  to  de- 
termine how  a  genera!  engage* 
m^it  might  bell  be  brought  on 
after  the  fleets  fhoald  have  pafled 
each  other.  I  found  that  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  red  with  part  of  his 
divifion  had  tacked,  and  was  (land- 
ing towards  the  enemy  with  top- 
gallant fails  fet,  the  very  thing  I  am 
charged  with  not  having  diFeded 
him  to  do  ;  but  all  the  reft  of  the 
(hips  that  had  got  out  of  adion 
were  ftill  on  the  (larboard  tack, 
fbme  of  them  dropping  to  leeward, 
and  feemingly  employed  in  repair- 
ing their  damages: — ^The  Vidlory 
herfelf .  was  in  no  condition  to 
tack,  and  I  could  not  immediately 
wear  and  (land  back  on  the  (hips 
coming  up  a- (lern  of  me  out  of  the 
aflton  (had  it  been  otherwife  expe- 
dient) without  throwing  them  into 
the  trtmoft  eonfufion.— ^ir  John 
Rofsk  who  very  gallantly  tried  tha 
es^riment,  havmg  informed  the 
court  of  the  momentary  necefftr 
lie   was    under  of  weariog  bacK 

again 
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igain  to  prevent  the  confequences 
I  have  mentioned,  makes  ic  un* 
seceflary  to  enlarge  on  the  proba- 
ble efFe^  of  fuch  a  general  ma* 
Xttsavre  with  all  the  Slips  a-head. 
Indeed,  1  only  remark  it  as  a 
Arongly  relative  circumftance,  ap- 
pearing by  the  evidence  of  a  very 
able  and  experienced  ofiicer»  and 
by  no  means  as  a  juftification  for 
having  flood  away  to  a  great  dtf- 
tance  beyond  ^he  enemy  before  I 
wore,  becaufe  the  charge  itfelf  is 
grofly  falfe  in  fadt 

'I  he  Vidory  had  very  little  way 
while  her  head  was  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  and  although  her  damaees 
were  confiderable,  was  the  firil 
fliip  of  the  center  divifion  that  got 
round  towards  the  enemy  again, 
and  fome  time  before  the  refl  were 
able  to  follow  her;  ft  nee  even  as 
it  was,  not  above  three  or  four 
were  able  to  clofe  up  with  her  on 
the  larboard  tack;  fo  that  had  it 
even  been  practicable  to  have  wore 
fooner  than  I  did,  no  good  purpofe 
could  have  been  anfwered  by  it, 
fince  I  mud  only  have  wore  the 
fooner  back  again,  to  have  col- 
leded  the  disabled  (hips,  which 
would  have  been  thereby  left  iliir 
farther  a-ftern. 

The  Formidable  was  no  other* 
wife  engaged  with  the  enemy  du- 
ing  this  (hort  interval,  than  as 
bemg  in  the  rear,  which  muft  al- 
mrays  neceifarily  happen  to  (hips 
in  that  iituation,  when  fleets  en- 
case each  other  on  contrary  tacks, 
and  no  one  witness  has  attempted 
to  fpeak  to  the  danger  my  accufer 
complains  of,  except  his  own  cap- 
tUD»  who,  on  being  called  upon 
to  fix  the  time  when  fnch  danger 
iwaa  apprehended,  flated  it  to  be 
before  %hfi  formidable  opened  her 
Jrc/— which  lenders  the  applica* 


tion  of  it  as  a  confequence  of  the 
fecond  charge  tooabfurd  to  demand 
a  refutation.  Now  pleafe  to  read 
the  third.  Sir. 

7«</g#  Advocme.  The  third  ar- 
ticle of  the  charge  it,  **  That  after 
«  the  vice-admiral  of  th^  blue 
**  had  paiTed  the  laft  of  t)le  ene-' 
**  my's  (hips,  and  immlrdiateljr 
"  wore  and  laid  his  own  (hip^a 
"  head  towards  the  enemv  agaia, 
"  being  then  in  their  wake,*  and 
'*  at  a  little  diftance  only,  and 
"  expeding  the  admiral  to  ad* 
'*  vance  with  all  the  (hips  to  re« 
"  new  the  fight;  the  admiral  did 
"  not  advance  for  that  purpofe, 
**  but  (hortened  i'ail,  hauled  down 
'<  the  (ignal  for  battle ;  nor  did  he 
'<  at  that  time,  or  at  any  other 
"  whilft  Handing  towards  the  ene« 
"  my»  call  ihe^ihips  together  \A 
«  order  to  renew  ihe  attack,  aa 
**  he  might  have  done,  particn^ 
^  larly  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red 
*'  and  his  division,  which  had  re*» 
<*  ceived  the  leaft  damage,  had 
<'  been  the  longeft  out  ot  adion« 
**  were  ready  and  fit  to  renew  it, 
*'  were  then  to  windward,  and 
"  coul4  have  bore  down  and 
<'  fetched  any  part  of  the  French 
««  fleet,  if  the  fignal  for  battle  had 
•*  not  been  hauled  down;  Or  if' 
**  the  faid  Admiral  Keppel  had 
^  availed  himfelf  of  the  lig  al  ap* 
«•  pointed  by  the  tbirty-hrd  arti- 
**  de  of  the  Fighting  Inftru^om, 
««  by  which  he  might  have  ordered 
«  thofe  to  lead,  who  are  to  lead 
«  with  the  (larboard  tacks  on 
«<  board  by  a  wind,  which  (ignal 
«•  was  applicable  to  the  ocxafion 
<*  for  renewing  the  engagement 
<•  wUk  advanuge  after  the  Frenck 
•*  £eet  had  l^  beaten,  th^ 
«  line  broken,  and  in  dilbf der.<^ 
[5]  3  ^«  In 
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*<  In  thefe  inftaoces  he  did  not  do 
**  the  tttmoft  in  his  power  to 
'f  take*  fink,  burn  or  del^oy  the 
**  French  fleet,  that  had  attacked 
«  the  Britiih  fleet." 

The  Mmiral^  Sir,  At  foon  as 
I  had  wore  to  fland  towards  the 
-cnemys  I. hauled  down  the  iignal 
for  battle,  which  I  judged  i  in  pro-, 
per  to  be  kept  abroad  iili  the  ihips 
could  recover  their  flations,  or  at 
Icaft  get  near  enough  to  fupport 
each  other  in  afiion ;  and  in  order 
to  call  them  together  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  I  immediately  made  the  fig-  - 
Bal  to  form  the  line  of  battle  a- 
bead,  a  cable's  length  afunder»  and 
the  Vi6U)ry  being  at  this  time  a- 
kead  of  all  the  center  and  red  di- 
irifion,  I  embraced  that  opportuni- 
ty of  unbending  her  maintop-fail » 
which  was  totally  unferviceable, 
and  in  doing  which  the  utmofl  ex- 
pedition was  ufed,  the  ihips  a-ilern 
of  me  doing  all  they  could  in  the 
aaean  time  to  get  into  their  flations, 
fo  that  no  time  was  loft  by  this  ne^ 
cefiary  operatios* 

.  The  Formidable  was  a-head  of 
the  Vidory  during  this  period;  it 
was  her  flation  in  the  line,  on 
that  tack;  yet  at  the  very  moment 
my  accufer  dares  to  charge  me 
with  not  calling  the  ihips  together 
to  renew  the.  attack.— he  himfelf, 
thongh  his  ihip  was  in  a  manage- 
able condition^  as  has  appeared  by 
the  evidence  of  his  own  captain; 
f»-and  though  he  had  wore,  ex«- 
peding  (as  he  fayn)  the  battle  to 
fee  renewed,  quitted  his  ilaiion  in 
the  front  of  that  line  of  battle, 
the  fignal:for  which  was  flyings 
paifed  to  leeward  of  me  on  the  ^r<t 
poard  tack,  while  1  was  advanc* 
IP^  .to  the  eiiemy,  and  never  came 


into  the  line  during  the  reft  of  the 
day. 

In  this  fituation  I  judged  it  ne* 
cciTary  ihat  the  vice*  admiral  of  the 
red,  who  was  to  windward,  and 
pufhing  forward  on  my  weather- 
bow  with,  fix  or  feven  (hips  of  his 
divifion,  iho  'Id  lead  on  the  lar- 
board tack*  in  order  to  give  time 
to  the  ihipa  which  had  come  lait 
out  of  action,  to  repair  their  da- 
mages ;  and  get  colleded  together, 
and  the  fignal  appointed  by  the 
thirty-firft  article  of  the  Fighting 
Inftrudtions  not,  being  applicable, 
as  the  French  fleet  was  fo  nearly 
a-head  of  us,  that  by  keeping 
cloie  to  the  wind  we  could  only 
have  fetched  them,  I  made  the 
Proferpinc's  fignal,  in  order  to 
have  difpatched  Captain  Sutton 
with  a  meiTage  to  Vice- Admiral 
Sir  Robert  Harland,  to  lead  the 
fleet  on  the  larboard  tack;  but 
before  he  had  left  the  Vidlory  with 
the  orders  he  had  received,  the 
French  fleet  wore  and  flood  to  the 
fouthward,  forming  their  line  on 
the  ftarboard  tack,  their  ihips  ad- 
vancing regularly  out  of  a  collec- 
ted body,  which  they  had  got  into 
from  the  operation  of  wearing» 
and  not  from  any  diforder  or  con- 
fufion;  though  had  fuch  diforder 
or  .confufion  really  exilled,  I  could 
have  derived  no  immediate  advanr 
tage  from  it,  not  having  a  fuffi- 
cient  force  colIe£ked  to  prevent 
their  forming,  by  an  attempt  to  re- 
new the  attack.  The  Vidory  was 
Et  this  time  the  neareft  ihip  to  the 
«nemy,  with  no  more  than  three 
or  four  of  the  center  divifion  in 
any  fituation  to  have  fupporttd 
htr,  or  each  other  in  action;  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue  was  on 
the  ftarboard  uckj  fiamliDg  away 
•   •  from 
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from  his  flation,  totally  regardlefs 
<|f  the  fignal  that  was  flying  to 
form  the  line;  and  mod  of  the 
other  (hips,  except  the  red,  divi- 
fion,  whofe  pofition  I  have  already 
ibited,  were  far  a-ilerpy  and  Ave 
difabled  (hips  at  a  great  diftance  on 
the  lee  quarter. 

Moll  of  thefe  fads  are  already 
e(bibled  by  my  accufer's  own 
evidence;  and  I  (hall  prove  and 
confirm  them  all  by  the  teflimony 
of  that  part  of  the  fleet,  whofe 
fitoations  will  enable  them  to  fpeak 
to  them  with  certainty. 

i   truft   they   will   convince   the 
court,    that  I    had   it   not  in   my 
power  to  colled ^  the  fleet  together 
to    renew    the    fight  at  that  time, 
and  that  from  their  not  being  able 
to  follow  me, -I  confequently  could 
not    advance   with   them;    that  I 
did  not  (hortcn  fail,  but  only  (hift- 
ed    an   unfcrviceable  one  when  I 
was   far  a  head,  and  the  (hips  un- 
able to  follow;  that  I  did  not  haul 
down    the   (ignal    for  battle  till  it 
ceafed  to  be  capable  of  producing 
any'  good  effedt;    that  during  the 
whole    time   1    flood  towards   the 
enemy,  I  endeavoured  by  the  mod 
forcible   of  all  fignals,  the  (ignal 
for    the  line  of  batfle,  to  call  the 
(hips  together,  in  order  to  renew 
the  attack;  that  I  did  avail  my« 
Mf  of  the  (hips  that  were  with  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  red,  as  far  as 
'Circumftances   admitted ;  and    that 
I    therefore  did  do  the  utmoft  in 
my  power  to  take,  fink,  burn,  and 
deftroy  *  the    French    fleet,    which 
had     attacked    the    Britilh    fleet, 
itead    the    fourth  *  article   if  you 
pleafc. 

ymdgt  jiJv$eate.  The  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  charge  is,  <«  That^ 
^  inficad  of  advancing  to  reneiy 


"  the  engagement,  as  in  the  pre- 
'<  ceding  articles  is  alledged, 
"  and  as  he  might  and  ought  to 
**  have  done,  the  admiral  wore 
'<  and  made  fail  dircdllj  from  the 
*'  enemy;  and  thus  he  led  the 
*f  whole  Briti(h  fleet  away  from 
**  them,  which  gave  them  the  op- 
**  portunity  to  rally  unmoleftcd, 
*'  and  to  form  again  into  a  line  of 
^  battle,  and  to  (land  after  the 
'«  Britifh  fleet. 

"  This  was  difgraceful  to  the 
<<  Briti(h  flag ;  for  it  l%d  the  ap- 
'*  pearance  of  a  flight,  and  gave 
"  the  French  admiral  a  pretence 
**  to  claim  the  vi£lory,^and  to 
**  publifh  to  the  world  that  the 
'^  Britifh  fleet  ran  away,  and  that 
"  he  purfucd  it  with  the  fleet  of 
'<  France,  and  offered  it  battle." 

The  Admird.  Sir,  The  French 
fleet  having  wore,  and  began  lo 
form  their  line  on  the  (larboard 
tack  by  the  wind,  which  if  they 
had  kept  would  have  brought  them 
clofe  up  with  the  center  divifioa« 
foon  afterwards  edged  away,  point- 
ing towards  four  or  five  of  the  dif* 
abled  (hips,  which  were  at  a  dif* 
tance  to  leeward,  and  with  evi- 
dent intention  to  have  feparated 
them  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet ; 
to  prevent  which,  I  made  the  fig" 
nal  to  wear,  and  flood  athwart 
their  van  in  a  diagonal  courfe,  to 
give  protedion  to  thefe  crippled 
fliips,  keeping  the  f^nal  for  the 
line  flying,  to  form  and  colled  the 
Beet  on  the  (larboard  tack :  and  as 
1  had  thus  been  obliged  to  alter 
my  difpofition  before  Captain  Sot- 
too  left  the  Vidory  with  my  for- 
mer meflfage,  1  ^ifpatchc;d  him  with 
orders  to  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red, 
to  form  with  his  divifion  at  a  diftance 
a-(lern  of  the  Vidory,  to  cover  the 
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feir,  and  to  keep  the  enemy  in 
check  'nil  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue  ihould  come  into  his  ftation 
with  his  diviAon,  in  obedience  to 
the  £gnaL  Thefe  orders  the  vice* 
admiral  of  the  red  inflantly  9bey- 
ed»  and  was  formed  in  my  wake 
before  four  o'clock;  when  finding 
that  while  by  the  cc'urfe  I  fleered 
to  proteft  the  crippled  fliips,  I 
was  nearing  the  enemy*  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue  ftUl  continued 
to  lie  to  windward,  and  by  fo  do- 
ing kept  his  divifion  from  joining 
ine,«I  made  the  fignal  for  ihips  to 
wbdward  to  bear  down  into  my 
wake;  and  that  it  might  be  the 
better  diftinguifhed  (both  being 
fignals  at  the  mizen  peak)  I  haul- 
ed down  the  fignal  for  the  line  for 
about  ten  minutes*  and  then  boift- 
ed  it  again.  This  fignal  for  (hips 
ito  windward  to  bear  down  he  re- 
peated, though  he  had  not  repeat- 
ed that  for  the  line  of  battle;  but 
by  not  bearing  down  himfelf,  he 
led  the  (hips  of  his  divifion  to  in- 
terpret his  repeating  it,  as  requiring 
them  to  come  into  his  wake  infteap 
of  mine. 

Having  now  accomplifhed  the 
protedion  of  the  difabled  (hips, 
^nd  the  French  fleet  continuing 
to  form  their  line,  ranging  up  to 
leeward  parallel  to  the  center  di- 
vifion, my  only  object  was  to  form 
mine,  in  order  to  bear  down  upon 
them  to  renew  the  battle:  and 
therefore,  at  a  quarter  before  dvCf 
after  havin|^  repeated  the  fignal  for 
fliips  to  windward  to  bear  down 
'  into  my  wake  with  no  better  eflFe^l 
than  before,  I  ient  the  Milford, 
with  orders  to  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  red  to  ftretch  a-head  and  take 
his  ftadon  in  the  line,  which  he 
inftantly  obeyed;  and  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue  being  ilill  to 


windward,  with  his  fore  topfail 
unbent,  and  making  no  vifible  cfi 
fort  to  obey  the  fisnal,  which  had 
been  flying  the  whole  afternoon, 
I  fent  the  Fox  at  five  o'clock  with 
orders  to  him  to  bear  down  into 
my  wake,  and  to  tell  him  that  I 
only  waited  for  him  and  his  divir 
fion  to  renew  the  battle;  and 
while  I  was  difpatchbg.  thefe  fri* 
gates,  having  before  hauled  down 
the  fignal  to  come  into  my  wake, 
I  iput  abroad  the  fignal  for  all 
ihips  to  come  into  their  flations, 
always  .keeping  the  fignal  for  the 
line  flying.  -  All  this  producing  no 
efi'edt  on  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  and  wearied  out  with  fruit- 
lefs  expe^ation,  at  feven  o'clock 
I  made  the  fignal  for  each  par^^ 
ticular  (hip  of  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue's  divifion  to  come  into  her 
flation;  but  before  they  had  ac» 
compliflied  it,  night  put  an  end 
to  all  fui  ther  operations. 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  amoneft 
thefe  fignals  I  did  not  make  the 
Formidable's.-^If  the  vice-admi^- 
ral  chufcs  to  cofider*  this  as  a  cul- 
pable negledl,  I  can  only  fay  that 
It  occurred  to  me^  to  treat  him 
with  a  delicacy  due  to  his  rank, 
which  had  fome  time  before  in- 
duced *me  to  fend  him  the  roeflTage 
hy  Captain  Windfor ;  the  particu- 
lars of  which  he  has  already  faith- 
fully related  to  the  court. 

I  trufl  I  have  little  reafon  to  ap» 
prchend  that  you  will  be  inclined 
to  confider  my  condud,  as  1  have 
flated  it,  in  anfwer  to  this  fourth 
article  of  the  charge,  as  difgrace- 
ful  to  the  Britifli  flag  !  After  I  had 
wore  upon  the  fame  tack,  with  the 
enemy,  to  proted  the  difabled 
part  of  my  fleets  and  to  colled  the 
reil  together,  there  would  have 
been    lictl^    to  do  to  renew  the 

battle,- 
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battle*  bat  bearing  right  down 
upon  the  enemy,  if  my  accafer 
hid  led  down  his  divifion  in  obe* 
dience  to  the  repeated  fignals  and 
Orders  which  I  have  Hated.  The 
Viftory  never  went  more  than  two 
knots,  was  under  her  double  reefed 
topfails  and  forefail,  much  (bat- 
tered, which  kept  the  (hips  that 
were  near  her  under  their  topfails, 
and  fufFered  the  French  fleet, 
which  might  always  have  brought 
me  to  action,  if  they  had  inclined 
to  do  it>  to  range  up  parallel  with 
the  center  under  very  little  fail : 
and  it  was  to  protedl  the  five  dif- 
abled  (hips  above  mentioned,  and 
to  give  the  reft  time  to  form  into 
fome  order,  that  I  judged  it  more 
expedient  to  (land  as  1  did,  under 
that  eafy  fail,  than  to  bring  to, 
with  my  head  to  the  ibuthward. 
The  court  will  judge  whether  it 
was  poflible  for  any  officer  in  the 
fervice,  really  to  believe  that  thefe 
operations  could  give  the  appear- 
ance of  a  flight,  or  furni(h  a  ra< 
tional  pretence  to  the  French  ad- 
miral to  claim  the  vi^lory,  or  pub- 
li(h  to  the  world  that  the  Hritifh  fleet 
had  run  away.  Pleafe  to  read  the 
next  article. 

Judge  Advocate*  The  fifth  ar- 
ticle of  the  charge  is,  «*  That  in 
**  the  morning  of  the  zSih  of  July, 
«•  1778,  when  it  was  perceived 
•»  that  only  three  of  the  French 
^  fleet  remained  near  the  firitifh 
'•  in  the  (ituation  the  whole  had 
••  been  in  the  night  before,  and 
••>riiat  the  reft  were  to  leeward  at 
^  a  greater  diflance,  not  in  a  line 
•«  of  battle,  but  in  a  heap;  the 
f  tdniral  did  not  caufe  the  fleet 
f'  to  purfue  the  flying  enemy,  nor 
f  even  to  chace  the  three  (hips 
ff  that  fled  nfter  the  red;  bution 


"  the  contrary,  he  led  theBritifli 
**  fleet  another  way,  dire^y  from 
«*  the  enemy. 

"  By  thefe  inftances  of  mifcon- 
**  dudt  and  negled  a  glorious  op* 
«  portunity  wal  lo((  of  doing  a 
**  moft  eflfentia!  fervice  to  the 
<V  (late,  and  the  honour  of  the  Bri- 
"  tilh  navy  was  tamifhed.** 

The  Admiral.  Sir,  On  the  morn* 
ing  of  the  28th  of  July,  the  Frenck 
fleet  (except  three  fail>  which  were 
feen  on  the  lee-quarter)  was  only 
viflble  from  the  maft  heads  of  feme 
of  the  (hips  of  the  Britifli  fleet, 
and  at  a  diftance  from  me,  whicli 
afforded  not  the  fmallefl  profpeft 
of  coming  up  with  them,  more 
efpecially  as  their  (hips,  thoagh 
certainly  much  damaged  in  their 
hulls,  had  not  apparently  fuBTered 
much  in  their  mafls  and  fails; 
whereas  the  fleet  under  my  com- 
mand was  generally  and  greatly 
(battered  in  their  malb,  yards» 
and  rigging,  and  many  of  them 
unable  to  carry  fail;  as  to  the 
three  French  (hips,  I  made  the 
flgnal  at  five  o'clock  in  the  mom* 
tng  for  the  Duke,  Bien&ifant, 
Prince  George,  ^nd  Elisabeth^  to 
give  them  chace,  jodeingthem  to 
be  the  propereft  (hips  for  that  pur* 
pofe;  but  the  two  laft  were  not 
able  to  carry  fafiicient  fail  to  «Te 
even  countenance  to  the  parmit; 
and  looking  round  to  the  generd 
condition  of  my  fleet,  I  faw  it 
was  in  vain  to  attempt  either  a  ge» 
neral  or  a  partial  chace*  Ind^» 
my  accufer  does  not  ventore  to 
alledge  that  there  was  any  probabi- 
lity, or  even  poffibility,  of  dcnng 
it  with  eflfe6l,  which  defhroyi  the 
whole  iniputation  of  his  charge. 

Under  thefe  drcnmftances  I  tnift 
I  could  not  miflake  my  duty ;  and 

I  was 
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I  was  refolted,  as  I  have  already 
before  observed  in  the  incrodudion 
to  my  defenccy  not  to  facrifice  it 
to  an  empty  (how  and  appearance, 
which  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  an 
officer*  unconfciouf  of  any  failure 
or  negledL  To.,  have  urged  a 
fmitleis  puriiiil  •  with  a  iieet  fo 
greatly  crippled,  in  its  malls  and 
Mils,  after  a  diflant  and  flying 
cnefByr-^thin  reach  of  their  pwn 
poru»  and  .with  a  frefh  wind  blow» 
ing  fair  for  their  ports,  with  4  large 
lwe}l»  would  have  been  not  only 
wantonly  expofing  the  Britiih  fleet 
wider  my  command  without  end 
or  objc£U  but  miflcading  and  de- 
feating its  operations,  by  delaying 
the  refitment  neceflary  for  carry- 
ing on  the  future  fervice  with  vi- 
gour  and  effect. 

My  accttfer  aflerts,  by  a  general 
conclufion,  to  the  &ve  articles  ex- 
hibitol  again  ft  me,  that  from  wl^at 
hit  ftate^  as  inftances  of  mifcondudl 
and  negled  in  me,  a  glorious  op- 
portumty  was  loft  of  doing  a  moft 
cflbniial.  fervice  to  the  ftate,  and 
fhat  the  honour  of  the  firitifh  navy 
was  umiihed. 

The  tmth  of  the  aflertion,  that 
an  opportonity  was  loft,'  I  am  not 
caHcd  upon  either  to  combat  or 
deny;  it  is  fufficient  for  me,  if  I 
ftaU  be  fucceififtil  in  proving  (hat, 
that  opportunity  was  feiaed  by 
jne,  and  followed  up  to  ,the  full 
extent  of  my  power;  if  the  court 
Ihall  be  pf  that  opinion,  1  am  fa- 
tisfied;  and  it  will  then  reft  with 
the  vice-9dmiral  of  the  blue  to  ex- 
plain to  what  cauie  it  is  to  be  re- 
ferred, that  the  glorious  opportu- 
nity he  fpeaks  of  was  loft,  ai)d::Co 
whom  it  is  to  be  imputed  (if  the 
fadl  be  true)  that  the  honour  of 
the  Britifli  navy  has  been  tar- 
niflied. 
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Having  now  offered  to  the  coort 
precife  anfwers  to  all  the  charges 
exhibited  agaiiift  me ;  I  (hall  pro- 
ceed to  call  my  witnefTes  to  fup- 
port  thofe  anfwers,  and  ofcourfe 
to  refute  the  charges  in  the  order 
in  which  Uicy  have  been  made. 
I  fliall  call  them  not  as  a  prifoner 
commonly  calls  his  wicncires,  to 
oppofe  them  to  thofe  which  appear 
for  the  profccucion — quite  the  con- 
trary,—I  bring  them  to  fupporc, 
confirm,  enlarge,  anJ  illuArate  al- 
moft  the  body  of  the  evidence 
which  has  been  given  by  my  ac- 
cufer. 

But,  before  I  fit  6own,  I  muft 
difcharge  a  duty  which  I  feel  my- 
ielf  to  owe  to  the  repucaiion  of  a 
fervice  highly  and  juitly  favoured 
in  this  country,  and  which  can  ne- 
ver fuft'er  in  its  honcur,  but  the 
nation  itfclf  will  fufFtr  in  propor- 
tion. 

1  have  heard  it  afTerted,  and 
contended  for  during  this  trial, 
as  an  eftehtial  and  indifpenfible 
right  of  a  captain  of  a  man  of  war, 
to  make  additions  and  alterations 
in  the  (hip's  log- book,  even  after 
the  original  entries  had  been  ften, 
examined,  and  approved  by  him- 
felf.  I  have  fecn  this  attempted 
to  be  exuifed,  nay,  even  juftiHed 
and  boafted  of  in  a  cafe  where  the 
alterations  and  additions  introduc- 
ed matter  of  criminal  and  capiul 
offence,  acknowledged  by  the  party 
to  have  been  introduced  months 
after  the  original  entries  were  in- 
ferted;  and  with  knowledge  that 
a  criminal  charge  had  then  been 
exhibited  ag;unft  the  perfon  in 
whofe  trial  they  were  firft  heard  of. 
.  I  have  heard  this  attempted  to  be 
defended  where  the  moft  material 
of  the  alterations  and  additioas 
were  certainly  not  fupported  by  h&. 

Upon 
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the  cancelling  of  pages,  and  put* 
ting  in  others  ;— omitting,  adding 
to,  and  varying  the  moil  important 
things  for  the  moil  indportant  pur* 
pofes. 

It  is  alfo  proper  for  mc  to  fl^ta 
two  or  three  fadts  to  the  court,  ia 
order  to  place  the  condo^  ot  my- 
accufer  in  its  proper  point  of  vieur. 

I  admit  that  the  charges  he  has- 
exhibited  againfl  me  are  very  hei- 
nous.— They  exprefs  mifconduft 
and  negligence;  they  imply  (and 
fo  the  court  has  underftood  theot 
to  imply)  cowardice  alfo.  I£  [ 
ever  'committed  them  at  all»  it  waa 
in  his  prefence,  and  in  the  pre-- 
fence  of  a  numerous  corps  of  offi. 
cers,  who  being  called  upon  by. 
the  court,  have  all  unanimoafly 
refufed,  vr  I  trull  will  refofe  to  fix 
any  one  charge  upon  me.  1  have 
mentioned  betore  the  circumftance 
of  my  accufer's  filence  for  months^ 
during  which  he  was  called  upon 
by  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  countrjr 
to  have  Hated  my  mifcondud»  tf 
any  fuch  had  exilled;  and  his  ra» 
fufal  to  do  ib  is  (Irong  evidence  o£ 
itfrlf,  th'it  even  in  nil  opinion  aiy 
condud  was  liable  to  no  reproach. 

But  this  is  not  all ;  even  fo  late 
as  the  5th  of  Odober  laft*  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  him,  dated 
at  fca,  conceived  in  terms  of  great 
good  wiH  and  refped  for  me;  i« 
which,  having  occafion  to  men- 
tion Tome  prizes,  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  fleet,  he  confiders  /iutf 
as  a  fubjed  of  little  moment  to 
me,  afTigning  this  as  a  reafon, 
<'  for  I  know  you  had  rather  meet 
"  the  French  fleet."— That  fleet 
which  he  fays  I  fled  from  ! 

Is  thi^  confiftent  with  the  tenbr 
of  thofe  charges?— Conld  the  man 
who  wrote  the  one,  believe  the 
other  ?— It  is  abfolutelv  impoflible. 
—I  cannot  produce  init  letter  in 
evidence; 


Upon  this  occafion.  furely,  I 
am  called  upon  to  enter  my  proteft 
againft  a  claim  which  fubjeds  the 
log-books  of  the  King's  (hips,  that 
ought  to  contain,  if  not  always  a 
perfed,  yet  always  a  genuine  nar- 
rative of  their  tranfidions,  when 
the  events  are  frefli  and  recent, 
when  they  cannot  be  miflaken, 
and  can  hardly  be  mifreprcfented, 
and  which  ought  never  to  be  al- 
tered after  the  entries  have  been 
made  and  authorized. 

This  is  the  cafe  of  the  firft  alte- 
ration of  the  log- book. — Another 
alteration  has  fince  appeared  in 
another  lo^-book !  that  of  the  pro- 
fecutor  himfclf!  litde  differing 
from  the  former,  except  that  the 
perfon  that  has  adually  made  it 
does  not  appear  tojuftifyit;  that 
the  witnefs  to  it  dates  it  to  have 
been  made  foon  aft^r  the  engage- 
ment, and  that  the  dellrudion  of 
fome  leaves,  and  fubflitution  of 
others,  feems  to  be  rather  made 
for  the  purpofe  of  exculpating 
another  perfon  t'lan  of  criminating 
me.  %  Bat  whatever  the  intention 
was,  the  thing  is  equally  unjullifi- 
able  in  all  refpeds.  It  tends 
equally  to  deflroy  ail  fort  of  ufe  in 
thcfc  kind  of  records,  and  to  ren- 
der them  highly  fallacious,  and 
poflibly  highly  dangerous.  I  do 
not  dwell  on  all  the  particulars  of 
that  unhappy  bufmefs!- It  is 
painful  to  me,  and  the  nature  of 
the  tranfadion  is  but  too  viiible. 
There  has  always  been,  and  pro- 
bably will  alwavs  be,  fomething 
flovenly  in  the(e  books,  and  the 
mailers  have  thought  they  have 
mor^  power  over  them  than  is  pro- 

Ser.  There  is,  however,  a  great 
ifference  between  inaccuracy  and 
airilicioat  defign.  There  is  a  dif. 
ference  between  the  corredion  or 
f^pjrfy  of  indiflerent  matters,  and 


a84l       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1779^ 


\  evidence;  but  when  I  go  out  of 
the  coort,  I  will  fiiew  it  to  any 
|[enUeiiiaa  who  is  defirous  to  fee 

Another  thing  more,  and  I  have 
done. 

Sir  Hngh  PalUfer  thought  pro* 
per  10  addrefs  the  public  by  a 
printed  newfpaper,  dated  the  4th 
of  November^  principally,  as  it 
fttms,  for  the  fake  of  aiferting 
that  he  was  not,  and  infimiatine 
that  /  mfotf  the  caufe  of  the  French 
fleet  not  being  re-attacked  in  the 
stftemoon  of  tM  27th  of  July. 

Jn  dult  paper  he  poiitively  denies 
tiist  he  received  any  meiTage  by 
Captain  Windfor  faying  a  word 
about  renewing  the  attack,  and  he 
calls  the  contrary  ailertion  a  falfe 
one^i— Capuin  Windfor  has  been 
called,  and  he  has  proved,  that  at 
five  o'clock  he  received  from  me, 
and  at  about  half  paft  five  he  de- 
livered to  Sir  Hugh  PalUfer  him- 
Mf,  the  mtjfagi  to  come  with  the 
ihips  of  his  divifion  into  my  wake, 
and  that  I  only  w^ted  for  him  to 
tenew  the  attack. 

This  account  of  Captain  Wind- 
for hat  been  attempted  to  be  dif- 
e^edited  by  the  profecutor,  who 
has  aiked  Captain  Baasely,  and  I 
believe  one  or  two  more,  whether 
it  was  not  at  a  later  ho\XT  than 
Capuin  Wittdibr  naroed.«-I  ihall 
for  that  reaibn  call  witneifes  to 
confirm  Captain  Windfor  in  all 
Che  circumjftances  of  his  teflimony. 

I  owe  it  to  him,  as  an  honour- 
able raaa,  to  (hew  that  his  evidence 
is  corrcdUy  true. 

I  will  prove  that  the  mefiage 
fent  by  me,  was  precifely  the  mef- 
fage  delivered  by  him  at  the  time 
he  fpeaks  to,  and  that  it  was  ex- 
ai£IIy  repeated  by  him  to  the  vice- 

*  Ste  this  letter  in  page  a93« 


admira1,w.yet,  after  his  own  ears 
had  heard,  at  half  paft  five  in  the 
afternoon  of  a  fu miner's  day,  that 
J  waited  onlyv  for  him  and  bis  di- 
vifion  to  renew  the  atuck ;  this  gen- 
tleman applies  to  me,  ignorant,  ne* 
oligent,  cowardly,  as  he  now  repr^- 
lents  me,  to  certify  his  good  beha- 
viour, and  to  fupport  his  charader 
againd  the  malice  of  his  enemies. 

He  applies  to  me  to  fign  a  pa- 
per, conuining  many  particulars 
diredly  contrary  to  the  evidence 
you  have  heard  upon  oath,  and 
which  I  will  alfo  ihew  to  any 
one  +• 

At  prefcnt  I  have  only  to  do 
with  one  of  thofe  particulars.  That 
paper  (concurring  with  his  at- 
tempts  in  this  trial)  contains  this 
afTertion,  *'  that  the  calling  his, 
*'  and  vice-admiral  Sir  Robert 
'*  Hailand'j  divifions,  into  my 
**  wake,  in  the  evening,  was  not 
"  for  the  purpofe  of  renewing  the 
*'  battle  at  that  time,  but  to  be 
**  in  readinefs  for  it  in  the  morn- 
'*  ing."  This  my  accufer  had  the 
confidence  to  tender  to  me  to  fimn. 

To  fign  an  afifertion  of  a  fa$  ab- 
fbltttely  unfounded;  the  contrary 
of  which  I  know  to  be  true,  and 
the  contrary  of  which  Captain 
Windibr  has  proved,  and  my  accufer 
knew  to  be  true. 

How  that  gentleman  felt  when 
this  came  out  I  know  not;  but  if 
1  could  conceive  myfelf  in  the 
fame  fituatbn,  I  know  that  it' 
would  be  difficult  to  exprefswhat 
I  ihould  feel.  /  canaei  *wifi>Jk  bta^ 
vj  a  funifiummt  to  my  liforfi  emmj. 

The  examination  of  evidence  ia 
the  admiral's  defence  continued  10 
the  8th  of  Feb.  when  it  was  finally 
clofed>$  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  the 


t  See  this  paper  in  pag^  a93 
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profecutor  having  claimed  a  right 
of  replying  to  the  defence,  the 
fame  was  objeded  to;  and  the 
court  having  withdrawn,  upon  the 
queftion,  came  to  a  refolution,  that 
the  fame  was  unprecedented ,  and 
could  not  be  complicH  with. 

On   the    iith  \)f  February  the 
Court  met;  when  the   Judge  Ad- 
vocate read  the  opinion  of  the  court 
martial,  as  follows : 
At  a  Court  Martial  aiTembled  on 
board  his  Majedy's  Aiip  Britan- 
nia,    in    Portfmouth    Harbour, 
the  7th  of  January,  1779,  and 
held    by    Adjournment    at    the 
Houfe  of  the  Governor  of  his 
Majedy's     Garrifon     at    Portf- 
mouth,    every    day    afterwards 
(Sundays  excepted)  till  the  nth 
of  February,  1779,  inclufive  j 

PRESENT, 

Sir  Thomas    Pye,  admiral  of  the 

white,  Prefident. 
Matthew  Buckle,  Efq;  vice-admi- 
ral of  the  red ;  till  the  clofe  of 
the  iixth  day,  when  he  became 
unable  any  longer  to  continue 
his  attendance  on  account  of 
iicknefs. 
John   Montagu,  Efq;  vice-admiral 

of  the  red. 
Mariot    Arbuthnot,    Efq;    Robert 
Roddam,  Efq;   rear-admirals  of 
,     the  white. 
Captains  Mark  Milbank, 

Francis  Samuel  Prake, 
Taylor  Penny, 
John  Moutray, 
William  Bennet, 
Adam  Duncan, 
Philip  Boteler. 
James  Cranfton^ 
The  Court,  purfoaBt  to  an  or- 
inr  of  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
«f  the  AdminUty*  dated  the  51ft 


of  December,  1778,  and  direded 
to  Sir  Thomas  Pye,  proceeded  to 
enquire  into  a  charge  exhibited  by 
Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  PaUifer 
againd  the  Honourable  Admiral 
Augudus  Keppel,  for  mifcondudb 
and  negle6t  of  duty  on  the  27tla 
and  28th  of  July,  1778,  in  fundry 
in  dances,  as  mentioned  in  a  paper 
which  accompanied  the  faid  order; 
and  to  try  him  for  the  fame:  And 
the  X2ovLTt  having  heard  the  evi- 
dence, and  the  prifoner's  (^efesce^ 
and  maturely  and  ferioufly  conii* 
dered  the  whole,  are  of  opinion^ 
that  the  charge  is  malicious  and 
ill  founded;  it  having  appeared 
that  the  faid  admiral,  fo  tar  from 
having,  by  mifcondudl  and  ne^left 
of  duty  on  the  days  therein  allud* 
ed  to,  lod  opportunity  of  render* 
ing  edentiai  fervice  to  the  ftate, 
and  thereby  tarniihed  the  honour 
of  the  Britifli  navy,  behavdd  as 
became  a  judicious,  brave,  and 
experienced  officer :  The  Court  do 
therefore  unanimoufly  and  honour- 
ably acquit  the  faid  Admiral  Au- 
gudus Keppel  of  the  feveral  ar- 
ticles contained  in  the  charge 
againd  him;  and  he  is  hereby 
fully  and  honourably  ac<^uitted 
accordingly. 

GcoR-GE  Jackson, 
Judge  Advocate. 

Thomas  Pye. 
John  Montagu* 
Mariot  Arbuthnot* 
Robert  Roddam. 
Mark  Milbank. 
Francis  Samuel  Drake. 
Taylor  Penny. 
Johii  Moutray.  . 
William  Bennet. 
Adam  Duncan. 
Philip  Boteler. 
.  James  Crandon. 

The 
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The  Addrefs  of  Sir  Thomas  Pyc, 
Prefidcnt,  on  delivering  the  Ad- 
miral his  fwoid. 

Admifpil  Keppcl,  It  is  no  fmall 
pleafure  to  me  to  receive  the 
commands  of  the  Court  I  have 
the  honour  to  prefide  at,  that>  in 
Slivering  you  your  fv^O'-d,  I  am 
to  congratulate  you  on  iu  bcir>g 
ftdorea  to  you  with  (o  much  ho- 
nonr;  hoping  ere  long  you  will 
be  called  forth  by  your  Sovereign 
to^raw  it  once  more  in  the  defence 
cf  your  country. 

dafiet  of  Letters  ietiveett  the  Hen^ 
Jidmiral  Keppel,  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  the  Jutige  Ad*vQ» 
tea^,  and  Sir  Hugh  Faliilcr. 

Mmiraltj'ofice,   9  Dec.  1778. 
SIR, 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue  fquadron  of  hi^  Ma- 
jefty's  fleet,  having  in  his  letter  of 
this  day 'ft  date  tranfmitted  to  my 
Lords    Commiffioners  of  the  Ad- 
miral ty.    a  charge  of  mifcondud 
and   neglefl    of  duty  again  ft  you, 
on    the    27th  and   28ih   of  July, 
.1778,    in    divers  inftances  therem 
mentioned,    and    deiired     that    a 
court  martial  may  be  held  for  try- 
ing  you  for  the  fame;    and  their 
Lordlhips    intending  that  a  court 
martial  (hall  be  held  for  that  pur- 
pole,  I  have  it  in  command  from 
chcm  to  fend  >ou  herewith  a  cop^' 
of  the  faid  charge,  that  you  may  be 
preparing  for  your  defence* 
1  iuve  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  f  rvant. 
Ph.  Stiphems* 
Hmthb.  jfugujiiis  KMei, 
AdwUral  of  tbi  Bbut  Vc. 


AuMey-fquare,  Thurfday  night, 

Dec,   ic,  1778. 
SI  R, 

The  very  extraordinary  contents 
of  yotir  letter  of  laft  night  made 
it  in-ipoflible  for  me  on  a  fudden  to 
make  any  other  anfwer,  thain  a 
bare  acknowledgment  of  having 
received  it;  but  it  has  not  requir- 
ed much  time  to  determine  me,  in 
jufticc  to  my  own  reputation,  to 
inform  you,  that  I  am  willing  to 
meet  a  court  martial  whenever  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  (hall  think 
proper  to  order  me. 

At  the  fame  time.  Sir,  I  de(ire 
you  will  repref?nt  to  the*  Lords 
CommiffiojKrs  my  utter  ailoni(b* 
ment  at  the  countenance  their 
Lord(hips  have  fo  far  given  to  this 
proceeding,  as  to  refolve,  on  the 
fame  day  on  \«aich  fuch  a  charge 
iff  exhibited,  to  order  a  court  mar- 
tial again  it  the  commander  in 
chief  "of  the  fleet,  on  an  attack 
from  an  inferior  officer,  under  all 
the  very  peculiar  circumftances  in 
which  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  now 
(lands. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  hoenble  ferrant, 
A.IL. 

Ph.  Stephens  J  E/q. 

Letter  from  Ph.  St£^rbns,  £fq; 

Jdmiralty-officei  nth  Dec,  1 778. 

SI  R, 
I  received  yefterday  afternoon 
your  letter  of  the  loth  inftant,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  mine 
of  the  9th,  tranfmitting  a  copy 
of  the  chvge  exhibited  againft  you 
by  Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
fer;  and  this  morning  1  received 
your  letter^  dated  laft  night,  inti- 
mating that  you  are  willing  to 
meet  a  court  martial  whenever  eke 
Soard    of  Admiralty.  fliaD  think 

proper 
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proper  to  order  one;  and  having 
without  lofs  of  time  laid  the  fame 
before  my  L  ^rds  Comraiffioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  I  am  commanded 
by  their  Lordfhlps  to  acquaint  you» 
that  they  propofe  to  order  a  court 
martial  to  be  aflemblcd  on  Thurf- 
day  the  7th  of  January  next,  if 
you  think  you  flill  be  ready  with 
your  evidence  by  that  time ;  but 
if  not,  their  Lordlliips  will  order  it 
to  be  held  un  a  later  day. 

As  to  the  aftoniihment  you  ex- 
prefs  at  the  countenance  you  con- 
ceive their  Lord  (hips  have  given 
to  this  proceeding,  by  rcfolving, 
on  the  fame  day  on  which  the 
charge  was  exhibited,  to  order  a 
court  martial,  their  Lordfhips 
command  me  to  acquaint  you, 
that  they  know  of  no  inftance  in 
which  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
upon  receiving  a  fpecific  charge  of 
fuch  a  nature,  figned  by  an  officer 
of  rank  ferving  under  the  party 
accufed,  and  accompanied  with 
a  requefl  for  the  aflTembling  a  court 
martial  thereupon,  have  delayed 
coming  t6  a  refolution  to  order 
one ;  nor  would  they  have  thought 
themfelves  juftified,  if  they  had 
hefit^ted  to  take  the  nece/Tary  ftcps 
for  bringing  the  matter  to  an  early 
and  legal  decifion. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Ph.  Stepheks. 
Hatihle,  Admiral  K^ppel^  tonjun, 

AmdUj'/quan,  itth  Dec.  1 778. 

SIR, 

My    counfel    having   informed 

mti  that  before  they  can  give  the 

beft   advice   in   their  power  upon 

Ihc  charge  of  Sir  Hngh  Pallifer,  it 

5 


will  be  neceflfary  for  thea  to  fee 

the  whole  of  my  inftrudlions  anJL 
correfpondence  with  you ;  and 
that  it  may  be  neccflary  to  pro- 
duce the  whole  or  part  of  theia 
before  the  court  martial,  I  defire 
you  will  acquaint  the  Lords  Cpm- 
midioncrs  ot  the  Admiralty  there- 
with. 

J  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

A.  K. 
Pb.  Stephens,  E/q* 

Mr.  Stephen's  letter  in  anfvrer  to 
mine  of  the  i6th. 

Admiralty  office,  iSth  Die.  I??^, 
SIR, 

I  received,  and  loft  no  time  ii| 
laying  before  my  Lords  Coa-« 
milFioners  of  the  Admiralty*  your 
letter  of  the  i6th  JAftant,  refped* 
ing  the  communication  of  yoor 
inftrudlions,  and  correfpondence 
with  me,  to  yonr  counfel,  and 
perhaps  to  the  court  martial  that* 
is  to  be  alTembled  for  your  trial* 
I  was  in  hopes  I  (hould  have  been 
enabled  by  this  time  to  have  feoC 
you  their  Lordlhips  anfwer  thereto ; 
but  as  the  inftru^ions  to  which 
you  allude  are  of  a  very  fecret  na« 
ture,  and  were  given  in  purfuance 
of  his  Majedy's  commands,  figni* 
fied  by  one  of  his  Principal  Se» 
cretaries  of  State,  it  is  neceiTary 
that  their  Lordfliips  fhould  receive 
his  Majefty's  farther  commands, 
before  they  can  with  propriety 
give  you  a  full  anfwer  to  your 
letter.  Their  Lordflnps  are  per^ 
fuaded  in  the  mean,  time  you  will 
not  communicate  thofe  inftrudUona 
to  any  perfon  whatiberrr;  and 
they  command  me  to  aiTure  you, 
that   you   (hall  have  their  farther 

anfwer 
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anfwer  with  as  little  dday  as  pof- 
fible. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient, 
Jiumble  fervant* 

Ph.  Stephbks. 
H91U  Admral  Kepfil^  Lomlon. 

Letter  from  Ph.  Stephens,  Efq; 
in'  further  anfwer  to  mine  of  the 
l6th. 

Admiralty 'Oficti  zxft Dec.  1778. 
SIR, 

My  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the 
Admiralty  having  acquainted  Lord 
Vifcoant  Weymouth,  his  Majefty's 
Priacii>al  Secretary  of  State,  with 
your  having  been  informed  by 
jour  counfel,  that  before  they 
could  give  you  the  bell  advice  in 
dieir  power  upon  the  charge  of 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  it  would  be 
aeceflary  for  them  to  fee  the  whole 
of  your  inilru6Uons,  and  corre.. 
fpondence  with  this  office;  and 
tA4t  it  might,  be  neceflary  to  pro- 
duce the  whole  or  part  of  them  at 
die  court  martial;  and  my  Lords 
having  at  the  fame  time  defired  his 
Lordmip  to  fienify  his  Majefty's 
commands  with  refpe^  thereto; 
hb  Lordfliip  has  in  return  inform- 
ed them,  ^that  it  is  hb  Majefty's 
pleafore  they  ihould  fignify  to 
you,  that  you  muft  be  fenfible  that 
there  are  parts  of  your  inftrudlions 
which  cannot  be  oivulged  without 
great  detriment  to  the  itate.  I  am 
commanded  by  their  Lordfhips 
to  fignify  the  fame  to  you  accord- 
ingly, and  to  inform  you,  in  fur- 
ther anfwer  to  your  letter  of  the 
16th  inft.  that  they  cannot  con- 
feot  that  the  whole  of  your  faid 
inftru^Uons,  and  the  correfpon- 
dence  above  mentioned,  fiiould 
be  laid  before  your  counfeL  or  be 


produced    at    the    court   Partial  $ 
but    if   you    will    point  oat  any 
parts    of    the  faid  inftrudions  or 
correfpondence  which  in  your  opi- 
nion  have  any  relation  to  the  ope- 
rations of  the   fleet  on   the  27th 
and  aSch  of  July  lafl,  you  will  be 
permitted  to  make  ufe  of  them  in 
the    manner   you  defire,   if  there 
ft  all  appear  to  be  no  obje^ions  of 
the  nature  above  mentioned. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  regard. 
Sir, 
Yoar  moil  obedient, 
humble  fervant. 

Ph.   STgPHENS. 

Hon.  Auguftus  KtppeL 

AudJey/quarit  Dec,  23,  1 77 8. 
S  IR, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of 
the  aift  inflant,  in  which  you  in- 
form me,  that  the  Lords  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty  had 
acquainted  Lord  Weymouth,  one 
of  his  Majefty's  Principal  Secre- 
tiiries  of  State,  with  the  contents 
of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  16th. 
That  his  Lordihip  has  in  return 
informed  them,  "  l^hat  it  is  his 
"  Majefty's  pleafure  they  (hould 
**  fignify  to  me,  that  I  muft  be 
«'  fenfible  there  are  parts  of  my 
^  inftrudions  which  cannot  be 
*•  divulged  without  great  detri- 
«*  ment  to  the  ftate,  and  that*  the 
*'  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the 
«*  Admiralty  had  ordered  you  to 
''  inform  me,  that  they  cannot 
*•  confent  that  the  whole  of  my 
"  inftrudions  and  correfpondence 
<<  with  you  ftiould  be  laid  before 
**  my  counfel,  or  be  produced  at 
<<  the  court  martial;  but  that  if 
**  I  will  point  out  any  parts  of 
««  the  faid  inftrudions  or  corre* 
<<  fpondence  which  in  my  opinion 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.-   [289 

''  relation  to  the  operations  of  the 
«'  fleet  on  the  27th  and  28th  of 
*'  July  laft,  Ifhali  be  permitted  to 
**  make  ufe  of  them  in  the  man- 
*'  ncr  I  defire,  if  there  (hall  ap* 
*'  pear  no  objcv'lions  of  the  nature 
^*  above  mentioned ;"  I  can  only 
hy,  that  I  conceive  that  my  in- 
flru^ions,  and  every  part  of  thcmt 
mad  neceflarily  have  relation  to 
the  operation  of  the  fleet  on  the 
27th  and  28th  of  Jaly  laft»  and 
oi\  every  day  it  was  adling  un- 
der my  command^  and  that  I 
was  acting  under  thofe  inftruc- 
tions.  As  to  my  pointing  out  the 
particular  parts  which  I  conceive 
may  be  mod  ufeful  to  me,  and 
opening .  my  defence  to  that  Board 
of  whofe  condud  towards  me  in 
this  bufinefs  1  have  reafon  to  com- 
plain,  where  the  accufations  a- 
gainll  me  originated,  and  where 
my  accufer  has  a  feat,  it  cannot  on 
refleflion  be  expeded;  nor  can  I 
believe  their  Lordihips  intend,  that 
when  they  put  me  on  my  trial  they 
are  to  limit  me  by  their  difcretion 
in  the  ufe  of  fuch  means  as  I  may 
think  expedient  (pr  my  defence,  and 
that  they  propofe  to  diflrefs  me  by 
fuch  an  alternative,  as  that  I  muft 
necefl!arily  (according  to  their  (late- 
ment)  either  bring  detriment  on  the 
flate,  or  prejudice  to  my  own  juiU« 
fication. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 
A.  K. 
Ph.  Stephens,  E/q. 


^  has  any  relation  to  the  operation 
*'  of  the  fleet  op  the  27th  and  28th 
**  of  July  lafl»  I  (hall  be  ^rmicted 
"  to  make  ufe  of  them  in  the  man- 
•*  ner  I  defire,  if  there  be  no  ob- 
"  jedion  of  the  nature  above  men- 
"  tioned." 

I  am  alfo  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  i8th,  in 
which  you  informed   me,  "  That 
•*  it  was  neceflary  their  Lordihips 
"  (hould     receive     his     Majefly'j 
"  farther   commands,   before  they 
"  could    with    propriety  give    me 
"  a  full  aofwer  to  my  letter ;  and 
"  that  their  Lord(hips   were   per- 
"  fuaded   that  in  the   mean    time 
**  I  would  not  communicate  thofe 
"  indruftions  to  any  perfon  what- 
•'  foever."      In  anfwe/  to  which,' 
I   muft    de(ire   you    will   acquaint 
their    Lord  (hips,     that    I    neither 
iiave    made,  nor   will    make,  any 
unneceflary  communications  of  my 
indruAions ;     nor    are    even     my 
counfei  yet  apprized  of  any  part 
of  them,     fiut  in  anfwer  to  your 
letter  of  the  2 id,  I  mud  beg  of 
yoa    to    inform     their    Lord  (hips, 
that  they    have  totally   mifundcr- 
dood    my  letter  of  the    16th,    if 
they  inugined  that,  when  put  up- 
on my  trial  for  the  defence  of  my 
life  and  honour,  I  could  think  of 
aiking  any   permifTion  to  produce 
before  the  court  which  is  to  try 
me,  any    circumdance    which,  in 
my  own  opinion  or  that  of  my 
coonfel,  may    in    any  degree   be 
ufeful  for  my  defence.     No,  Sir; 
my  letter  of  the  i6th  was  not  to 
aik  leave  to  do  what  by  every  rule 
of  judice  is  my  right.     In  refped 
to  the  lad  paragraph  of  your  letter 
of  the    24th,   •*    That    if  I   will 
*'  P^io\  out  any  parts  of  fuch  in- 
"  firodioDs      or     correfpondence 
"  which    in    my  opinion  has  any 
VouXXIL 


jftuiUy-fquare,  Dec,  26,  1 778. 
S  I  R, 
I  received  yederday  your  Icttvir 
of  the  24th,  in  anfwer  to  mine  to 
you  of  the  fame  day,  infbiming 
me,  that  in  addition  to  what  u 
mentioned   in  your  letter  of  the 

[rj  12th 
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1 2th  inftant  concerning  the  attend- 
ance of  Captain  Windfor^  and 
the  firft  lieutenant  of  his  Majefly's 
late  (hip  Fox,  at  the  court-martial 
to  be  held  for  my  trial  on  the  7ch 
of  next  month,  that  their  Lord- 
Hiips,  on  the  fame  day,  defired 
Lord  Weymouth,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
fliould  appear  to  him  to  be  proper 
for  procuring  their  appearance  at 
the  time  afore-mentioned  ;  and 
further  to  inform  me  it  is  not  their 
Lordfhips  intention  that  the  court 
ihould  fit  until  the  elFeds  of  the 
afore-mentioned  application  is 
known.  i 

This  information  leads  me  to 
apprehend  a*  poffibility  of  the  en- 
quiry being  put  off;  and  any  de- 
lay, 1  much  fear,  will  be  produc- 
livc  of  fcrioui  detriment  to  'my 
country,  in  the  detaining  fo  many 
other  officers  from  the  public  {cr-^ 
vice.— From  this  coniideration  I 
remain  of  opinion,  that  the  "evi- 
dence of  Captain  Windfor  and  of 
his  lieutenant  may  be  material  at 
the  triah  I  mull  rc;'ca:  what  I 
wrote  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
nth  inftant,  that  from  the  uncer- 
tjiinty  of  the  return  of  thofe  gentle- 
men to  England,  it  is  my  wiih  not 
to  have  the  court-martial  put  off  on 
that  account. 
I  am,  Sir^ 

Your  humble  fervant, 

A.  K. 

Pb.  Stephens,  E/q.^ 

Ph.  Stephens,  Efq;  in  anfwer  to 
mine  of  the  23d. 

Admiraliy'oBice^  Z'jtb  Dec,  ITtS, 

SI  R, 
Having   laid  before   my  Lords 
CummimoDCrs  of  the    Admiralty 


your  letter  of  the  23d  inftant;  their 
Lordftiips,  in  anfwer  to  that  part  of 
it  which  relates  to  the  accufation 
againft  you,  command  me  to  in- 
form you,  that  the  accufation  did 
not  originate  from  their  Board,  but 
from  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  whofe  at- 
tendance there  has  been  difpenfed 
with  ever  iince. 

Their  Lordftiips  having  already 
communicated  to  you  his  Majefty's 
plcafure  with  regard  to  your  fecret 
inftrudlions,  cannot  think  it  neccf- 
fary  to  fay  an^  thing  further  to  you 
upon  that  fubjedl. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant. 

Ph.  Stephens. 

Honble.  Augujlus  KefpeU     % 
Admiral  of  th*  Blue,  ^c. 

Admiralty-office,  zjtb  Dec.  1 778. 
SIR, 

Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
having,  in  his  letter  of  yefterday*s 
date,  acquainted  *  my  Lords  Com- 
miflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that, 
as  the  witnefTes  will  be  aflTcmbled 
at  your  trial,  he  fhall  be  ready, 
as  foon  as  that  trial  is  over,  to 
vindicate  his  own  conduct  and 
behaviour  on  the  zjih  of  July, 
1778;  and  he  having  therefore 
defired  that  their  Lordftiip-*  will 
be  pleafed  to  require  you  to  give 
in  your  charge  as  foon  as  may  be, 
if  you  have  any  to  make  againft 
him;  I  am.  commanded  by  their 
Lordftiips  to  fend  you  herewith  a 
copy  of  the  (aid  leticr,  and  to 
fighi fy  their  direction,  that  if  yOa 
have  any  thing  to  charge  againft 
the  conduft  of  Vice-admirial  Sir 
Hugh   Pallifer,    yoti    do    tranfmit 

the 
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charge  as  fodn  as  may  be,  if  I  have 
any  to  make  againfl  him  ;  in  con* 
fcquence  of  which,  their  Lord- 
ihips  are  plfafed  to  diredl,  that  it 


he  fame  to  their  ]ord(hips  as  foon 
as  may  be: 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fcrvant, 

Ph.  Stephens, 
Honhli,  Admiral  KeppeL 

Admiralty^  26  Dec.iyyS. 
S  I  R, 
As  the  witneflcs  will  be  affem- 
bled  at   the  trial   of  the  Honour- 
able Admiral  Keppel,  I  beg  Lave 
to  acquaint    the   Lords    Commif- 
iioners   of  the   Admiralty,    that  I ' 
fhall    be   ready,   fo   foon   as    that 
trial  is  over,  to  vindicate  my  own 
condufl    and    bcliaviour     on     the 
r7ih  of  July,  1778:    I  therefore 
defire  their  Lord  (hips  will  be  plcaf- 
ed    to  require  Admiral  Keppel  to 
give  in' his  charge  as  foon  as  may 
be,  if  he  has  any  to  make  againft 
me. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient, 
^     humble  fervant, 

Hugh  Palliser. 
Pb.  Stephens,  Ej^. 

Audley-fyuare,  Zundwf  afternoon^ 
27  Dic.  1778. 
S  I  R, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  re» 
ceipt  of  your  letter  of  this  day's 
date,  inclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  acquaint- 
ihg  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  as  the  wit- 
nefTes  will  be  afTcmbled  at  my 
trial,  he  ihall-  be  ready,  as  foon 
as  that  trial  is  over,  to  vindicate 
bis  own'  conduct  and  behaviour  on 
the  27th  of  July,  and  defiring  that 
their  Lordfhips  would  be  pleafed 
to  require    me    to   give    in    my 


I  have  any  thing  to  charge  agaiai^ 
the  condud  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  • 
I  do    tranfmit  the   fame  to   their 
Lord  (hips. 

I  defire  ycu  will  exprefs  to  the 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty my  great  furprize  at  the 
contents  of  thefe  letters.  I  learn, 
by  another  letter'  you  have  favpur*- 
ed  me  with  of  the  fame  date,  that 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  attendance  at 
the  Board  has  been  difpenfed  with 
ever  fince  he  exhibited  his  charge 
againlt  me.  He  appears  to  me« 
however,  to  thif)k  that  he  has  loft 
no  part  of  his  weight  and  influence 
at  tiie  Board,  when  he  prefumes  to 
defire  their  Lordfhips  to  require 
me,  in  my  prelent  fituation,  to  em- 
ploy a  thought  about  him,  10  any 
other  cha^ader  than  as  the  authdr 
of  that  charge ;  and,  for  the  pre- 
fentatleafl,  I  mnft  be  excufed  in 
declining  to  give  any  other  anfwer 
to  your  letter. 
1  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

A.  K. 
Ph.  Stephens^  Efq. 

Audlty-fquartt  id  Jan,  1770. 
SIR,  ^ 

The  Provofl  Marfhal,  who  was 
directed  by  the  Lords  Commiffio»- 
cts  of  the  Admiralty  to  take  mcin;- 
to  his  cuftody,  informed  me,  that» 
as  their  Lcrdfhips  do  not  mean  t6 
give  me  unneceiTary  trouble,  he 
was  permitted  to  take  my  word  of 
honour  for  my  appearance  at  Portf- 
mouth  on  the  7th  of  this  month  \  I 
have  given  him  my  word  of  honont 
accordingly^  and  am  this  day  fet. 

\r\  2  tins 
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ting  out  upon  my  journey  thither, 
of  which  I  defirc  you  will  inform 
their  Lordfliips.— 

And  likewife  that  you  will  ac- 
quaint them,  I  beg  to  be  inform- 
ed whether  the  flag-officers  of  the 
fleet  who  were  commanding  at  the 
Nore,  in  the  Downs,  and  at  Ply- 
mouthy  at  the  time  their  Lord- 
Ihips  received  the  charge  again  (I 
me,  have  all  of  them  been  chofen 
by  their  Lord  (hips  to  be  at  Portf- 
mouth,  in  a  fituacion  to  fit  at  my 
trial. 

I  am,  Sir» 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

A.  Keppel. 
Pb.  Stefbins,  E/q, 


Port/moutb,  d^thjan.  1 779. 

SIR, 
-  I  made  an  early  application  to 
the  Lords  CommifConers  of  the 
Admiralty,  after  being  acquainted 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Stephens,  that 
their  Lordibips  intended-  that  a 
court-martial  fhould  be  held  for 
trying  me  on  a  charge  of  mifcon- 
du6l  and  negle£i  of  duty  on   the 


may  be  fummoned  to  attend  to 
give  theij  evidence  before  the 
court.  Others  that  occur  to  me, 
that  I  may  have  occafion  to  call 
for,  I  will  tranfmit  to  you  their 
names  in  time,  as  I  may  judge 
their  evidence  material  or  necef- 
fary.— You  will  obfcrve  in  the  lift 
ofwitnefTes  the  names  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Captain  Windfor  and 
Lieutenant  Bertie,  late  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  (hip  the  Fox.— Mr.  Secre- 
tary Stephens  has  acquainted  me, 
in  confequence  of  my  application 
to  the  Lords  Commiffioiiers  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  they  have  de(]red 
Lord  Weymouth,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State* 
to  take  fuch  meafures  as  fhould 
appear  to  him  to  be  proper  for 
procuring  their  appearance  at  my 
trial. — Though  the  evidence  of 
thofe  gentlemen  may  be  material, 
I  have  informed  their  Lord(hips» 
through  Mr.  Stephens,  that  (hould 
they  not  arrive  by  the  day  fixed 
for  the  afliembling  the  court-mar- 
tial, I  do  not  deUre  it  may  be  put 
off  on  that  account;  however,  I 
(hall  be  glad  to  know  from  you. 
Sir,    the    tcfult    of   the    meafures 


^7tb  and  28th  of  July  lad,  exhi-    taken  for  their  return  to  England, 
biied  againft  me  by  Vice-admiral    and  if  they  are  likely  to  be  here  by 


Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  that  the  cap 
tains  of  the  King's  ihips  ferving  in 
the  fleet  under  my  command  on 
the  27th  of  July,  might  be  fum- 
moned, and  likewife  other  officers  : 
and  fince  having  notice  given  me, 
that  the  court-martial  is  ordered 
to  be  affembled  for  my  trial  on 
Thoriday  the  feventh  indant,  and 
that  you  are  to  ad  in  your  office 
as  Judge  Advocate  at  the  faid 
trial;  I  therefore  think  it  proper 
to  acquaint  you,  that  I  defire  the 
witnefl*es  whofe  names  are  inferted 
in  the  lift  that  accompanies  this. 


the  7th  inflant. — I  beg  likewife  to 
be  informed  if  there  is  any  objec- 
tion to  the  captains  fitting  as  mem- 
bers of  the  court-martial  to  be  held 
for  my  trial,  who  have  been  fum- 
moned as  witnedes  either  by  me  or 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer. 
I  em.  Sir, 
Your  very  humble  fervant, 

A.  KlPPBL, 
Giorge  Jack/on,  E/q, 
Judgi  Ji4v^cate. 

Ph. 
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Extradl  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  to  Admiral  Keppel,  dated 
Pallmall,  3d  Nov.  1778. 

'*  I  think  myfeir  much  intitled 
*'  to  have  my  condudt  on  the  day 
**  we  engaged  the  French  fleet 
"juftified  by  you.  Sir,  as  com- 
•*  mander  ii>  chief,  from  thofe 
''  foul  afperfions,  that  I  confefs  I 
•*  have  been  expe£Ung  your  offer 
**  to  do  it ;  I  have  waited  for 
"  your  coming  to  town  to  aflc 
**  it ;  being  -  now  informed  of 
"  your  arrival,  I  lofe  no  time 
"  m  dcfiring  you  will  contradid 
*'  thofe  fcandalous  reports  that 
**  have  been  propagated  as  afore- 
"  mentioned,  by  publiftiing  in  your 
**  own  name  the  inclofed  paper* 
*«  which  1  have  the  honour  to  in- 
"  clofe  herewith,  or  fomething  to 
'<  that  effcfl  that  may  be  more 
<*  agreeable  to  you,  and  as  may 
•*  be  agreed  on,  if  you  will  per- 
**  mit  me  the  honour  to  wait  on 
*•  you  to-morrow  morning. 

"1  mufl  beg  the  favour  of  your 
"  fpeedy  anfwer,  that  my  honour 
"  and  reputation  mav  not  be  far* 
**  ther  wounded  by  delays. 

•*  1  am  very  relpeftfully, 
"  Sir, 
«»  Your  very  obedient, 

"  humble  fervant, 
Hugh  Pallisbr.'^ 

To  the  Honourable 

Admiral  Kepfel,  iSc. 

"Having  feen   a  paragraph  in 
«*  the     Morning    Intelligencer    of 
**  the    cth   of  laft   month,  highly 
<*  refle^ing    on     the     condu^    of 
«<  vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
on  the  27th  of  July  laft,  when 
the    fleet   under    my  command 
engaged  the   French  fleet;  and 
the  vice-admiral  having  inform- 
ed me,  that  reports  to  the  ikme 
[rj  j  ^  porpofa 


Ph.  Stephens,  £fq;  in  aafwer  to 
mine  of  the  2d« 

Admiralty -office^  \tb  Jan,  1 779. 
SIR, 

I  have  communicated  to  my 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty your  letter  oi  the  2d  inftant, 
acquainting  them,   that  you  have 

fiven  your  word  of  honour  to  the 
rovoft  Marfhal  to  be  at  Portf- 
mouth  on  the  7th  inflant,  at  the 
court  martial  to  be  held  for  your 
trial ;  you  was  about  to  fet  out  for 
that  place,  and  deiiring  to  be  in- 
formed, whether  the  flag  officers 
who  were  commanding  at  the 
Nore,  in  the  Downs,  and  at  Ply- 
mouth, at  the  lame  time  their  lord- 
fhips  received  the  charge  againft 
you,  have  all  of  them  been  chofen 
by  their  lordfhips  to  be  at  Portf- 
mouth  in  a  fituation  to  fit  at  your 
trial;  and  I  am  in  return  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  their  lordfliips 
have  ordered  the  flag  oflicers  who 
were  commanding  at  the  above 
mentioned  places,  at  the  time  they 
received  the  charge  againll  you, 
to  repair  immediately  to  Porcf- 
ffiottth,  and  hoiit  their  flags.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  moil  obedient* 
humble  fervant. 
Ph.  Stephens. 
Hon,  Admiral  Kefftl,  Port/mouth, 
Extras  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer    to     Admiral     Keppel, 
dated  Formidable,  at  fea,  9th  of 
Oaober,  1778. 

"  Thefe^  prizes  coming  b  our 
•'  way  are'  not  unacceptable,  but 
**  I  know  you  would  rather  meet 
«<  the  French  fleet.   • 

"  I  am*  with  the  greateft  re- 
**  gard  and  rmt,^y  dear 
**  Sir,  your  mo  ft  obedient 
<<  humble  fervant, 

♦«  HucH  Palliser." 
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•'  purpofe  have  been  propa|ate(l 
•*  by  fome  of  the  officers  of  the 
"  Victory  ;  I  think  it  neceffary, 
**  in  juftice  to  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
''  to  publiih  to  the  world,  that 
**  his  condudl  on  that  day  was  in 
**  every  refpedl  proper,  and  be- 
**  coming  a  good  ofiicer ;  and  I 
**  further  declare,  that  when  I 
•*  made  the  iignal  in  the  evening 
*'  for  the  fliips  to  windward  lo 
'*  bear  down  into  my  \vakc,  and 
**  afterwards  for  particular  (hips 
'*  of  Sir  Hugh's  divifion  to  do  fo ; 
**  he  repeated  thofe  fignals  pro- 
*'  pcrly,  and  that  the.  calling  his 
"  and  vice-admiral  Sir  Robert 
*'  Harland's  divifion  into  my  wake 
•«  in  the  evening,  was  not  for  the 
^*  purpofe  of  renewing  the  battle 
•'  at  that  time,  but  to  be  in  readi- 
•'  nefs  for  it  in  the  morning ;  that, 
**  in  obedience  to  the  faid  fignals, 
*'  fuch  jof  the  (hips  of  Sir  Hu^h 
**  Pallifer's  divifion  as  were  in 
**  condition  for  it,  did  immediatc- 
'•  ly  bear  down,  as  did  the  reft  fo 
•«  foon  as  they  were  able ;  fo  that 
**  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  and  his  whole 
••  divifion  were  all  in  my  wake 
•*  accordingly  the  next  morning 
•*  before  day-light,  ready  for  en- 
**  gaging." 


Votes  of  Thanks  of  tht  tnvo  Houfes  of 
Parliament  t  and  of  the  City  rf 
London,  to  the  Hon*  Admiral 
Auguftus  KeppeK 

(COPY) 
SIR, 

I  Have  the  fatisfaflion  to  have 
received  the  commands  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  nemine  DiffentienttM 
to  tranfmit  to  you  the  thanks  of 
their  lordlhips  for  your  condud  in 
ilefeoding  this  kingdom*  pro^e^ng 


its  trade,  and  maintaining  the  ho* 
nour  of  the  Britifh  flajr,  cxpre(red 
in  the  fulled  and  higheil  fenle  of 
applaufe. 

No  private  voice  can  add  to  fa 
fplendid    an    encomium  :.— permit 
me,  howevrr,  to  congratulate  you 
on  this  diilinguiihing  maik  of  ap- 
probation, which  a  grateful  coun- 
try confers  on  your  zeal  and  merit 
in  the  fcrvice  of  the  public. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervanr, 
Thurlow, 
Ormond'ftrea,  16  Feb. 

»779- 
To  the  Hon,  Adm.  KeppeL 

Die  Mortis,  16  Fehruariiy  1 779. 

Ordered,  nemine  DiJJentiente,  by 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal 
in  Parliament  affembled.  That  the 
'tkanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to 
the  Hon.  Admiral  Auguftus  Keppel, 
for  his  diiHngui(hed  courage,  con- 
dudl  and  ability  in  defending  t  is 
kingdom  in  the  courfe  of  tlie  lail 
fummcr,  efie^lually  proteAing  its 
trade,  as  far  as  his  command  ex- 
tended, and  more  particularly  for 
)iis  having  glorioufly  upheld  the 
honour  of  the  Britilh  flag  on  the 
27ih  and  aSih  of  Julv  laft ;  and 
that  the  Lord  Chancellor  do  caufe 
the  fame  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
faid  admiral. 

Ashley  Cowper, 
Clcr.  Parliamcntor. 

My  Lord, 
The  very  diftiDgui(hed  notice 
which  the  Houfe  of  Lords  has  been 
pleafed  to  take  of  my  fcrvices  in 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  fummer, 
cgnfers  on  me  the  highdl  honour ; 
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the  advantages  wliich  their  lord- 
fhips  have  thought  worthy  of  their 
thanks,  are  due  to  God's  bicfling, 
to  the  gallant  behaviour  of  many 
great  and  able  officers  who  have 
fcrved  in  the  fleet,  and  to  the  bra- 
very of  the  f(f!amen.  I  can  only 
fay,  that  the  warmeil  gratitude  for 
this  great  honour  and  favour  will 
make  mc  ever  defirous  of  meriting 
it  by  the  mofl  ftrenuous  endeavours 
to  ferve  my  country. 

I  beg  leave  to  return  your  lord- 
ihip  my  bed  thanks  for  the  flatter- 
ing and  polite  manner  in  which  you 
have  been  pleafed  to  communicate 
to  me  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  much  refpeft, 
Your  Iordihip*s  mod  obedient, 
and  very  humble  fervant, 
A.Keppbl. 
AudUy- Square^ 
Feb.  17,  1779. 
To  the  Ri.  Hon,  Lord  Thurlow,  . 
Lord  Chancellor, 

(COPY) 

Jo<vis  l8*  Die  Fehruarih  1779* 

Admiral  Keppel  being  come  to 
the  Houfe;  Mr.  Speaker  acquaint- 
ed him,  that  the  Houfe  had,  on 
the  12th  inftant,  ordered  that  the 
thanks  of  this  houfe  be  given  to 
him,  for  his  dillinguiflied  courage, 
condudt,  and  ability,  in  defending 
this  kingdom  in  the  courfe  of  the 
lad  fummer,  effcftually  protedHng 
its  trade,  and  more  particularly 
for  his  having  glorioufly  upheld  the 
honour  of  the  Britifh  flag  on  the 
27th  and  28th  of  July  lad;  and 
Mr.  Speaker  gave  him  the  thanks 
of  the  Houfe  accordingly,  as  fol- 
lowethy  mizm 

Admirid  Keppel, 
This  Houfe  have  done  you  the 
diftingoiflied  honour   of    ordering 


their  thanks  to  be  given  to  you ; 
an  honour  never  conferred  but 
upon  extraordinary  merit;  which 
thanks  it  is  my  duty  to  communi- 
cate to  you  in  your  place. 

After  having  fat  fo  lopg  in  this 
chair,  1  hope  it  is  unnecefTary  to 
declare  that  I  have  been  always 
happy  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
Houfe;  and  1  have  now  a  parti- 
cular fatisfadlion  in  that  obedience. 
— iJndecd,  every  generous  mind 
mud  feel  fatisfadion,  when  the 
day  of  honourable  acquittal  fuc- 
cet'ds  to  the  day  of  fevere  trial : 
and  this  pleafure  was,  I  believe, 
never  more  general,  nor  more  fin- 
cere,  than  upon  the  prefent  occa- 
fion. 

You,  Sir,  was  called  by  your 
Sovereign,  with  the  approbation 
of  all  dcfcriptions  of  men,  parti- 
cularly thofe  of  your  own  profeflion, 
to  a  dation  of  the  atmod  difHculty, 
and  of  the  highed.  importance. 
The  fafety  of  this  country,  and 
the  honour  of  the  B.ritifli  flag,  were 
trudcd  in  ycur  hands  when  the 
enemy  was  expected  upon  our 
coa'l ;  and,  notwithdanding  the 
mod  lible  difcharge  of  this  great 
and  momentous  truld,  you  was  ac- 
cufcd  of  mifcondudl  and  negledt  of 
duty.  But,  after  a  very  long  and 
full  invedigation,  by  men  in  evcx'^ 
refpcd  the  bed  qualified  to  judge, 
that  charge  appeared  to  be  lU- 
^rounded  and  malicious ;  and  your 
judges  have  unanimoufly  and  ho- 
nourably acquitted  you,  and  have 
further  added,  that  your  conduct 
on  the  27th  and  28th  days  of  July 
lad,  was  that  of  a  judicious,  brave, 
and  experienced  oflicer.  Surely 
then  it  cannot  be  ma^tter  of  furprize 
that  extraordinary  marks  of  refpedt 
and  edeem  are  diewn  to  fuch  a 
charadler.  We  now  know  with 
ceiuinty   that   our   confidence    in 

\T\  4  you 


prefent,  I  neglc^led  to  inform  this 
Houfe,  that  my  efforts  for  the  pub- 
lic fervice^  in  the  inftances  in 
which  the  Houfe  has  been  pleafed 
to  diflinguilh  them,  were  moft 
zealoufly  Teconded  by  many  as  gal- 
lant and  able  officers  as  the  navy 
of  England  ever  produced ;  to 
whofi?  attention  and  fpirit>  next  to 
the  divine  providence,  the  fuccefs 
of  thefe  efforts  ought  to  be  in  a  great 
meafure  afcribed. 

I  cannot  lit  down  without  retam- 
ing  to  you.  Sir,  perfonaDy,  my 
particular  thanks,  for  the  very 
obliging  terms  in  which  you  have 
executed  the  commands  of  the 
Houfe. 
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you  was  not  mifplaced;  and  we 
entertain  a  well  grounded  hope 
that  there  (lill  remain  amongft  the 
naval  officers  talents  and  abilities 
fully  equal  to  this  dangerous  criiis. 

Amid  ft  this  general  joy,  I  can- 
not help  repealing  the  fingular 
pleafure  which  I  feel  in  givine  you 
the  thanks  of  this  Houfe,  which  I 
now  do>  for  your  di(lin^ui(hed 
courage,  conduct,  and  ability,  in 
defending  this  kingdom  in  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  lummer,  effec- 
tually protecting  its  trade,  and  more 
particularly  for  your  having  glo- 
riouflv  upheld  th^  honour  of  the 
Bricifh  flag  on  the  27th  and  28th 
of  July  laft. 

Upon    which    Admiral    Keppel 
faid, 

Mr.  Speaker, 

It  is  impoffible,  by  any  expreffiohs 
I  can  ufe,  to  do  juftice  to  my  feel- 
ings of  gl-atitude  to  the  Houfe,  for 
the  honour  they  have  done  me  by 
their  approbation  of  my  conduct. 

The  good  opinion  of  my  fellow 
citizens  exprefled  by  the  rcpre- 
fcntatives  of  the  nation,  cannot 
but  be  received  by  me  as  a  moft 
acceptable  addition  to  the  fatis- 
fadion  I  felt'in  the  recent  fentencc, 
to  which  you  have  been  pleafid  to 
allude,  ot  a  coui't  martial ;  the  re. 
fult  of  a  full  and  deliberate  inqui- 
ry,  expreffivc  of  their  fentiments 
of  the  fubjedt  referred  to  ihcir  ex-' 
aminatioD,  in  terms  eaually  honour- 
able to  tbumfelves  ana  to  me. 

The  pleafiire  I  feel  at  this  mo- 
ment is  not  a  little  heightened  by 
the  unavoidable  recolledtion  of  the 
very  diff'erent  emotions  I  felt  when  I 
was  laft  in '  this  Houfe,  and  in  this 
place. 

I  ihould  be  guilty  of  great  in- 
jufti^e^  ifi  on  an  oc^afioti  like  the 


On  Saturday  the  20th  of  Feb. 
the  committee  appointed  to  prefent 
Admiral  Keppel  with  the  freedom 
of  the  city,  having  waited  on  him 
at  his  Houfe ;  Mr.  Croft)y,  the  fc- 
nior  alderman,  addrefTed  him  in  the 
following  manner : 

"  Admiral  Keppel, 

*'  The  citizens  of  London,  a- 
midft  the  acclamations  of  a  grate- 
ful people,  beg  leave  to  cxprpfs 
their  joy  on  your  honourable  ac- 
quittal from  a  very  heavy  and  fe- 
vere  charge  of  negle^l  and  mifcon- 
dud  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  July, 
laft;  a. charge  which  appeareci  on 
your  trial  10  be  ill-founded  and 
malicious. 

•*  1  he  committee.  Sir,  who  now 
have  the  honour  to  wait  en  you  by 
order  of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  commons  of  the  city  of  Lou- 
don, in  common  council  aftem- 
bled,  are  happy  in  this  oppor- 
tunity to  teftify  their  approbar 
tion  of  your  condu^  in  the  many 
iijgnal  feryiccs  done  to  your  coon* 
try. 
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"  I  think.  Sir,  I  cannot  cx- 
prefs  their  fcntiments  better,  than 
by  reading  to  you  the  unanimous 
refolations  of  the  court  of  common 
council.'* 

Plumbe,  Mayor. 

Refil'ued  unanimoujly^  That  the 
tbanics  of  this  court  be  given  to 
the  Hononrable  Augullus  Keppel, 
admiral  of  the  blue,  for  his  long 
and  faithful  fervices  to  this  coun- 
try; for  his  ready  acceptance,  at 
the  call  ot  his  Sovereign,  of  the 
important  charge  of  commander  of 
the  Bricifh  fleet  in  time  of  immi* 
nent  danger;  for  the  anxious  at. 
tention  that  appears  in  every  ip- 
ftince  of  his  condudt,  to  the  fafety 
of  tki:i  country  ;  for  his  judicious, 
able,  and  fpirited  behaviour  on 
the  27th  of  July  lall,  in  his  attack 
on  the  French  fleet ;  for  his  glo- 
rious and  gallant  efforts  to  renew 
the  engagement  in  the  afternoon 
of  that  day;  efibrts  rendered  un- 
fuccefsful  through  the  want  of  obe- 
dience to  his  orders  by  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue  ;  for  the  great 
procedion  given  by  him  to  our 
trade,  to  which  cutircly  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  fafe  arrival  of  the 
Eall  and  Well  India  fleets ;  for  his 
animating  conduct  and  example, 
happily  followed  by  i'uch  fignal  ex- 
ertion of  fpirit  and  intrepidity  in 
the  officers  and  feamen  of  the 
JBritifl)  fleet,  as  conveyed  terror  to 
our  enemies,  and  obliged  them  to 
feek  (helter  in  their  own  ports  by  an 
ignominious  flight. 

Ri/ol^id  unanimoujlyt  That  the 
fircedom  of  this  city  be  prefented 
in  a  box,  made  of  heart  of  oak, 
with  a  proper  device,  ornamented 
and  embelliOied  with  gold,  to  the 
Hon*  Auguflus  Keppel,  admiral  of 
the  blue,  as  a  teftimony  of  the 


very  high  refpe^  and  gratitude 
which  the  members  of  this  court 
entertain  of  his  long  and  faithful 
fervices  to  his  country. 

RIX. 

Admiral  Keppel's  anfwer. 
'*  I  receive,  with  the  greateft 
fenfe  of  gratitude,  the  approbation 
which  the  city  of  London  has  been 
pleafed  to  (hew  of  my  endeavonrt 
to  ferve  my  King  and  conn  try. 
The  conflitutional  zeal  which  this 
great  city  has  ever  teitifled  for  the 
liberties  of  this  kingdom,  and  for 
the  fucceffion  in  his  Majefly's  Royal 
Houfe,  renders  every  mark  of  their 
regard  a  very  high  honour.  I  am 
happy,  that  the  care  of  many  excel- 
lent officers  and  brave  icamen,  un* 
der  my  command  laft  fummer,  has 
contributed  to  the  prefervation  of 
their  trade,  which  makes  fo  large  a 
part  of  the  national  intereft." 


Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant-' 
General  Burgoyne  to  bis  Conjig, 
tuints,  upon  bir  late  Refignation\ 
fjoitb  tbe  Correfpondenct  hetaveen 
him  and  tbe  Secretaries  oftVar  rt^ 
iativi  to  bis  Retusm  to  America. . 

ON  the  9th  of  Odobcr,  1779, 
Lieat.  Gen.  Burgoyne  re- 
flgned  the  command  of  the  Queen's 
regiment  of  light  dragoons,  the 
government  of  fort  William,  and 
his  appointment  on  the  American 
flafF.  As  this  relignaiion  appears 
to  have  been  occafloned  by  cir- 
cumiiances  of  a  very  extraordinary 
and  fingular  nature,  we  have 
thought  it  proper,  in  a  work  of 
this  kind,  to  lay  before  the  public 
the  correfpondence  at  large  which 
palled  betWeeen  him  and  the  Se- 
cretaries  of  War,  together   with 

foch 
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fuch  parts  of  his  letter  to  his  con- 
flituents,  as  tend  to  explain  more 
fully  the  motives  of  his  condu^ 
on  that  occafioo. — After  briefly 
.fiating  his  political  ficuation  pre- 
vious to  his  being  firil  fent  to 
America,  and  the  fteps  by  which 
the  command  of  the  troops  defi- 
ned to  make  a  jundtion  with  Sir 
William '  Howe  naturally  devolved 
to  him.  the  General  proceeds  in  the 
following  manner : 

"  With  thofe  claims,  Gentle- 
mcn»  to  thf  countenance  and  good- 
will at  leaft  of  government,  1  pro- 
ceed to  jelate  Hie  treatment  I  re- 
ceived. 

I  had  cxprefled,  in  my  pri- 
vate letter  from  Albany  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  my  *•  confi- 
««  dcncc  in  the  juftice  of  the  King 
**  and  his  councils  to  fupport  the 
<•  general  they  had  thought  pro- 
•*  per  to  appcnat  to  as  arduous  an 
*'  undertaking  and  uodcr  as  pof- 
*'  fitive  a  direftion  as  a  cabinet 
««  ever  framed."  I  had  in  the 
fame  letter  given  an  opinion  of 
the  enemy's  troops,  upon  near  in- 
fpeflion  of  their  -numbers,  appoint- 
ment and  difcipline. 

Furniihed  with  thefe  materials, 
*nd  fupported  by  the  fidelity  with 
which  I  had  adled,  it  was  net 
thought  expedient  I  (hould  have 
accefs  to  the  King.  What  other 
fa£b  might  have  oeen  cleared  op ' 
by  my  interview,  and  were  wiihed 
not  to  be  cleared  up,  the  Secretary 
of  State*  only  can  inform  the 
world.  Dired  means  of  effedliiig 
•my  exdufion  from  the  King's  pre- 
ience   were   not    pradicable ;    for 

•  Whenever  the  Secretary  of  State  is  mentioned  in  thefc  papers,  the  pdibn  to 
be  underftood  is  the  Secit;tary  for  the  American  departuienti  J^ord  George 
Germain* 

dcntUl 


.the  cafe  was  unprecedented.  The 
pretext  adopted  was  as  follows : 

It  was  fuegeded  that  an  en- 
quiry ihould  be  made  by  a  board 
of  general  officers  into  the  caufes 
of  the  mifcarriage  of  the  northern 
expedition ;  and  a  court  ^etiquette 
was  invented,  the  foundation  of 
which  in  reafon  or  precedent  I  am 
not  acquainted  with,  a;/x.  that  the 
perfons  whofe  condud  was  fo  put 
in  quedion,  ihould  not  appear  i^t 
Court  pending  the  enquiry.  No 
difficulty  of  the  competency  of 
fuch  a  court  was  then  fpokc  of, 
or  perhaps  thought  of,  by  any  but 
the  dark  defigners  of  my  ruin; 
the  meafure  therefore  could  nei- 
ther afFeft  his  Majefty  nor  his 
Court  with  any  idea  of  farther 
hardihip  than  the  delay. of  a  few 
days  to  my  appearing  in  his  pre- 
sence. 

This  arrangement  had  been 
prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
m  the  interval  between  the  notice 
of  my  arrival  at  Portfmouth; 
which  he  received  in  the  evening, 
and  my  vifit  to  him  in  Pall-mall, 
which  was  before  noon  the  next 
day. 

It  will  naturally  be  fuppofed, 
that  the  ilate  in  which  I  flood  was 
the  firft  fubjeft  of  converfatioo ; 
on  the  contr;iry,  I  was  received 
with  much  apparent  kindnefs; 
explanations  pafTed,  but  they  were 
friendly ;  I  was  heard  attentively, 
through  a  report  of  all  the  tranf- 
a£Uons  fubfequent  to  the  Conven- 
tion of  Saratoga;  and  I  was  led 
by  degrees,  and  without  fufpicicn 
of  iniidioufnefs,  to  the  mod  coofi* 
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dential  communication»  on  my 
part,  of  fafls,  obfervationsy  and 
opinions^  refpcding  very  important 
objefls. 

If  the  meafure  of  denying  me 
accefs  to  the  king  had  been  unde- 
cided before,  this  con verfation  was 
of  a  nature  to  produce  a  deciilon; 
for  it  opened  truths  refpeding  the 
difpofitions  of  the  people  of  Ame- 
rica, and  the  (late  of  things  there, 
very  different  from  the  ideas  which 
(it  is  now  known,  from  the  line 
taken  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  the  late  enquiry)  were  prevalent 
in  the  governing  councils  of  this 
kingdom. 

It  was  not  till  after  the  matter 
of  my  communication  was  exhaufl- 
ed,  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
drew  from  his  pocket  an  order, 
that  I  (hould  prepare  myfelf  for 
an  inquiry :  at  which  I  expreHed 
ray  fuUeft  fatisfa£Hon,  till  he  fol- 
lowed the  order  with  th**  informa- 
tion^of  the  ttiquette  I  before  men- 
tioned, that  I  was  not  to  appear  at 
court. 

Having  pitched  upon  this  ex- 
pedient for  no  other  end  than  to  ex- 
clude me  from  the  prefence  of  my 
Sovereign,  he  could  hardly  be  in 
pain  about  the  event.  If  the  gene- 
ral officers  appointed  for  a  Board 
of  Enquiry »  fhould  coincide  with 
the  notion  that  my  parole  was  of 
fuch  a  nature  as  to  bar  their  pro- 
ceedings, this  would  put  off  my 
accefs  to  the  King  to  a  very  long 
day:  but  if  the  general  officers 
ihould  not  enter  into  thefe  ideas, 
he  had  a  refource  left.  He  could 
not  be  unapprized,  that  fuch  a 
court  was  held  by  high  authorities 
iQ  the  law  to  be  illegal ;  and  if  I 
was  not  to  fee  the  King  until  an 
jUegti  or  qneftionable  court  ihould 


make  a  valid  report,  I  was  never 
likely  to  enjoy  that  honour.  Either 
way  I  was  not  to  have  the  benefit 
of  an  enquiry;  but  he  was  to  have 
die  advantage  of  the  pretence  of  one, 
in  order  to  (hut  the  door  of  St. 
James's  againd  me.  This  has  been 
made  apparent  beyond  all  pofTibility 
of  doubt,  by  every  part  of  his  fub- 
fcqucnt  condudl:  but  at  that  time, 
though  I  faw  a  difgrace  was  intend- 
ed me,  I  was  not  able  to  eilimate 
the  full  extent  of  it. 

Thus  prevented  in  my  intended 
appeal  to  the  King,  and  as  I  hn  ve  fa- 
tal reafon  to  believe,  the  King's  car 
fecured  againil  me,  attempts  were 
not  unthought  of  to  deprive  me  of 
a  voice  in  parliament.  A  great 
law  officer  of  the  crown  made,  in 
the  form  ^  legal  doubts,  a  long  and 
methodical  argument  againft  my 
competence  to  any  civil  duty  or 
function :  but  it  was  not  found  fo 
eafy  to  exclude  me  from  your  fer- 
vice,  as  it  had  been  to  deprive  me  of 
countenance  at  court ;  and  miniilers 
only  (hewed  by  that  abortive  at- 
tempt, what  their  motives  were,  in 
thofe  attempts  in  which  they  had 
been  more  fuccefsful. 

Though  the  late  time  of  the  fef- 
fion,  and  the  abfenceof  Sir  William 
Howe  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  who 
were  fuppofed  to  be  parties,  fur- 
nifhed  plauflble  arguments  for  pofl- 
poning  a  parliamentary  enquiry  in 
the  fummer  of  1778,  it  was  evident 
the  temper  of  tne  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons was  inclined  to  adopt  it  at  the 
enfuing  meetm^. 

In  the  begmning  of  June,  I 
received  the  conditional  order  an- 
nexed. [No.  I.]  Though  it  bears 
the  King's  name,  it  was  avowedly 
a  letter  of  the  cabinet ;  and  there 
remained  no  longer  a  doubt  in  my 

mind« 
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mind,  that  my  ruin  was  made,  a 
meafure  of  Ibte.  Few  adepts  in 
the  fcience  of  oppreflion  could 
have  formed  a  defign  better  fitted 
to  its  end ;  and  it  was  likely  to  be 
faccefsfuh  whatever  part  1  fhould 
take.  If  I  went  — my  charafter 
was  loft  irretrievably -*  the  falfe- 
hoods  and  afperiions  that  have  iince 
been  refuted  in  the  face  of  thofe 
who  propagated  them,  were  al- 
ready gone  forth :  the  numbers  of 
my  army,  and  of  that  oppofed  to 
me,  were  already  grofsly  miftated ; 
contradidlory  charges  of  floth  and 
precipitancy,  as  the  temper  of  men 
at  the  moment  feemed  inclined  to 
either,  were  fupported  with  uni- 
form perfeverance  :  —  my  friends 
were  ftated  to  be  my  accufers; 
and  even  my  integrity,  with  re- 
gard to  pecuniary  trufts,  was  glanced 
at. 

If  I 
(as  it  ' 

a  fpecious  topic;   and   it  was  not 
difiicult  to  forcfee,  that  it  woulrf 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  gentle- 
men that  well  knew  how  to  make 
the  utmoft  of  it  by  art  and  oppor- 
tunity.   My  anfwcr  [No.  2.]  drew 
from  the  cabinet  their  »fecond  let- 
ter  [No.  3.] ;   and  I   give  them 
the  fatisfaftion  of  knowing,  that  I 
felt  all  they  could  uifh  I  Aiould 
feel   from   the  repetition  of  their 
feverity.     I  faw  in  it  at  once  a 
doubt  of  ,iny   veracity   refpe^ling 
my  health,  and  the  mod  /contemp- 
tuous difregard  of  all  other  prin- 
ciples upon  which  I  had  claimed 
a  right  of  ftaying  in  this  country. 
•-—  Fundamental    principles,     I 
thought  them,  of  juftice  and  ge* 
Derofitv  due  from  all  governments 
to  thofe  who  ferve  them  zealoufly, 
and    ii^   ^ome  governments   held 


ftayed.    the  King's  order 
^llacioufly  called)  was 
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doubly  due  to  fuch  as  in  their  zeal 
have  been  unfortunate. 

It   mufl  be   obfprved,    that   the 
minifiry  kept   a   profound  filence, 
both  to  myfelf  and  the  public,  re- 
fpedling  the  ratification  of  the  con- 
vention.     The  fame  filencc  they 
maintained  even  in  parliament  long 
after  its  meeting.     I^hey  were  per- 
fe&[y    apprifed,    that    the    enemy, 
had  fome   time   before  made    the 
want  of  that  ratification  the  ground 
of   their   refufing  to    give    eSc€t 
to  the  part  of  the  treaty  which  was 
favourable  to  the    iroops.     They 
knew  alfo,  that  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal objedls  of  my  return  to  Eng- 
land was  to  negotiate  in   behalf  of 
that  deferving  body  of  foldiers  and 
fubjefts.     1  heir  defire  of  my  de- 
livering myfelf  into  captivity,   at 
fuch  a  time,  and  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  juilified  fomething  more 
than  a  fufpicion,  that  in  my  ab- 
fence  it  was  intended  either  to  lay 
to  my  charge  fome  breach  of  faith 
with   the  enemy;    or  to    renounce 
the  treaty  from  the  beginning,  and 
by  n»y  furrender,    to    transfer  the 
a6l   from   the    nation    to   my  per- 
fon.      Thefe  arc  the  only  two  cafes 
which  1  believe  can  be  produced 
from  the  hiftory  of  nations,  where- 
in an  officer,  who  had  made  a  con- 
vention with  an  enemy,  had  been 
delivered  up  to  them.     The  ratifi* 
cation  of  the  treaty  afterwards  is  no 
proof  that  fuch  intentions  did  not 
then  exift. 

I  will  make  no  farther  obferva- 
tions.  Gentlemen,  upon  this  firft 
correfpondence  between  the  War- 
office  and  me;  nor  fhould  I  have 
troubled  you  with  thefe,  but  that 
great  pains  are  taken  to  divert  the 
attention  of  the  public  from  the 
pretended  orjder,  to  my  behaviour 

finc« 
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The  moft  important  purpofe  of 
my  return  to  England  having  been 
anfwered  by  this  vindication,  I 
thought  the  facrifice  of  my  com- 
miflions,  the  fruits  of  the  greateft 
part  of  my  life,  not  to  be  necef- 
fary.  I  know  by  experience  what 
I  had  to  apprehend  in  point  of 
health  from  an  American  wioter  ; 
bat  I  fcorned  to  plead  it.  Con- 
fcious  of  my  integrity,  I  abandon* 
ed  my  public  accounts  to  the  ri- 
gorous fcrutiny  of  office;  and  I 
took  occaiion  publicly  to  declare^ 
thatihould  it  (lill  be  thought  ex- 
pedient to  deliver  me  back  to  the 
enemy,  and  a  poiitive  order  (hould 
be  fent  me  for  that  purpofe,  I 
ihould,  as  far  as  in  me  lay,  obey 
it. 

I  do  not  believe  any  man  who 
knows  me  doubted  of  the  fincerity 
of  that  intention.  I  am  perfuadecf, 
the  framers  of  the  letter  of  the 
24th  September  were  particularly 
convinced  of  it.  The  man  who 
embarked  in  the  iituation  I  did, 
in  the  year  1776,  could  hardly  be 
fuppofed  to  want  fortitude  to  un- 
dertake an  American  voyage,  in 
the  iituation  in  which  I  made  the 
declaratioiv  An  order,  therefore, 
which  I  could  have  obeyed  without 
committing  my  honour,  would  not 
have  effedled  my  ruin.  Time  and 
circumftances  famiChed  more  fe- 
cure  expedients ;  which  I  (hall  now 
open. 

Occailons  were  taken  to  vifit 
my  offences  upon  my  friends. 
Examples  re(jpeding  my  neareft 
connexions  need  not  be  pointed 
out,  when  I  am  addreffing  myfelf 
to  any  part  of  the  county  of  Lan- 
cafter.  But  the  principle  extend- 
ed far  more  wide;  and  did  not 
the  apprchenfioD  of  farther  hurt- 
ing 


fince  the  receipt  of  it.  I  in  no 
wife  feek  to  evade  the  public  judg- 
ment upon  any  thing  I  have  done : 
but  I  cliim  from  the  impartial  and 
the  candid,  a  confideration  of  the 
pretended  order  itfelf,  in  its  prin- 
cipal parts,  'uix,  the  ground  up- 
on which  it  is  founded  ;  the  no- 
vel ibecies  of  cruelty  which  it 
fuppoies  within  the  power  of-  the 
crown  ;  and  laflly,  the  exer- 
cife  of  fuch  dodtrine  by  men  who 
were  parties,  and  againft  the  man 
-whom  they  were  called  upon  by 
their  (lation  and  their  honour  to 
confront. 

Nothing  farther  pafled  during 
the  recefs  of  parliament.  I  avail- 
ed myfelf  of  a  difcretionary  power, 
as  I  had  a  right  to  do,  and  I  made 
it  no  fecret,  that  had  a  diredl  or- 
der been  fent  me,  I  fhould  have 
laid  all  my  commiffions  at  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  feet. 

During  the  laft  feffion  of  parlia- 
ment, an  inouiry  was  infhtuted. 
The  detail  of  the  attempts  made 
by  the  miniflry  to  defeat -it,  is  too 
notorious  to  be  neceffary  upon  this 
occafion.  They  at  la  ft  contrived 
that  it  (hould  be  left  imperfedl: 
but  in  fpight  of  Qvery  manage- 
ment, it  had  anfwered  my  pur- 
pofe fo  far,  as  to  fix  upon  record 
a  body  of  evidence,  that  I  would 
not  exchange  for  all  that  power 
could  beftow.  It  is  a  juftification 
iOf  misfortune  by  the  voice  of  ho- 
nour. It  is  there  apparent,  what 
the  army  under  my  command, 
who  felt  moft  and  faw  beft,  thought 
of  my  adLions.— The  affedtions  of  my 
gallant  comrades,  un(haken  in  every 
trial,  labour,  famine,  captivity,  or 
death,  enable  me  to  defpife  the  ran- 
cour of  a  cabal,  and  all  its  confe- 
rences. 
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ing  the  men  I  love  reftrain  me, 
I  could  produce  inftances  of  hard- 
ftip  in  the  didribution  of  milt* 
tary  preferments,  that  no  impar- 
tial perfon  will  impute  to  any 
other  caufe  than  the  kindnefs  and 
friend  (hip  of  the  parties  to  me. 

Thefc  inftances  of  pcrfecution, 
it  was  well  known^  affe^Ud  me 
deeply.  There  were  others  yet 
more  irritating. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  the 
apprehenfions  before  entertained 
of  an  invaiion,  by  the  declaration 
of  government  became  a  cer- 
tainty. Hardly  a  Britifli  fubje^ 
could  be  found  fo  low,  fo  feeble, 
or  even  fo  profligate,  as  to  be  ex- 
empted from  fervice;  while  un- 
common premiums  were  raifcd  by 
begging,  and  diftribqted  to  volun-^ 
teers,  the  gaols,  and  even  the  feet 
of  the  gallows,  were  reforted  to 
for  other  recruits. 

In  this  declared  dileimna,  I 
know  government  were  not  ftran-* 
gers  to  my  intention  of  fighting 
my  own  regimeat  as  colonel ;  or, 
fltould  its  deftination  not  admit 
the  honour  of  meet-ng  the  enemy 
in  that  capacity,  of  cfFering  ray- 
felf  as  a  volunteer  in  t»ic  ranks  of 
any  corps  tliat  might  be  more  for* 
tiinately  fituatcd. 

Thefc  fc\eral  foelings,  and 
many  others  incident  to  an  oppref* 
fed  man,  -were  doubtlefs  duly  con- 
£dered  ;  for  at  the  crifis  when 
they  could  operate  mcft  forcibly, 
it  was  thought  proper  moft  to  in- 
fult  me;  at  the  crifis  when  the 
King's  fervanta  openly  announced. 


that  not  a  (hip  or  a  foldier  coixld 
be  fpared  from  our  internal  de- 
fence, a  fentcnce  of  bani(hment 
was  fent  me,  and  even  that  not 
iti  an  order,  but  a  reprimand ; 
-—a  fubmiilion  to  ignominy  wad 
required  of  me;  for  to  put  me 
wholly  out  of  a  capacity  to  draw 
my  fword  at  fuch  a  moment,  was 
virtuaUy,  in  point  of  difgrace,  to 
break  it  over  my  head.  My  ene- 
mies might  have  fpared  fuperflu- 
ous  provocations.  This  alone 
would  have  fufHced-  to  prove  their 
fagacity,  and  to  6f\e£l  thwr  pur- 
pole.  Let  it  not  be  fuppofed  they 
want  knowledge  of  the  human 
heart.  There  are  among  them, 
who  can  difccm  its  recefles,  and 
have  the  (kill  and  the  triumph  to 
make  a  foldier's  honour  and  fert-i' 
fibility  the  inilrumcnts  of  his  owd 
dcftrudlion. 

I  could  no  longer  brook  the 
treatment  I  received.  My  litter 
of  the  9ih  Oftober  to  the  Secre- 
tary at  War,  [No.  5.]  contains  my 
general  fentiments.'^ 

Coitefpondence  ^vith  Lord  Barrinpat. 

[No.  1.] 
War^Ojficet  Jutte  5,    1778. 
SIR. 
The   Kirg,  judging    your   pre- 
fence  material    to    the    troops    de- 
tained pHfon ers  in   New  England, 
tinder  the  convention  of  Saratoga; 
and  finding  in  a  letter  of  yours  to 
Sir  William  Howe,  dated  April  9, 
1778,  "  that  you  truft  a  (hort  time 
**  at   Bath  will  enable  you  to  re- 
"  turn    to    America*,"    his  Ma- 

jefty 


•  Parnprapli  of  the  letter  from  Lieutenant  Geneiil  Burgoyne  to  Sir  William 
How-r,  w  hlch  was  made  tht  foundation  of  the  above  conditional  order. 

««  I  need  not  expatiate  upon  the  fatisBiflion  I  Should  feel  at  being  put 
««  again  in  a  filuation  to  ferve  under  you,  as  foon  as  my  hcahh'will  enable 
^  me— i  truji  that  a  'wryjbort  time  at  Bath  will  effeQ  tbatpurpofi. 

«  I  hare 
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The  prcfcnt  feafon  of  the  year, 
always  favourable  to  me»  gives  me 
the  appearance,  and  indeed,  in 
fome  degree  the  fenfation  of  health. 
But  much  care  is  dill  wanting  to 
reftore  me  to  my  former  ftatc.  The 
remedies  prefcribcd  me  are  repofe, 
regimen  of  diet,  and  repeated  vilits 
t6  Bath :  my  intention^  in  confe. 
^ucnce,  was  to  remain  fome  time 
in  the  country,  to  repair  to  Bath 
for  a  (hort  time  next  month,  and 
to.  return  thither  for  a  much  longer 
tpzcc  in  the  more  proper  feafon, 
the  autumn.  But  whatever  maj 
be  the  benefit  of  all  or  any  part  of 
this  plan,  I  am  psrfuadcd,  that  to 
cxpofe  my  conftitution  to  the  next 
American  winter,  is  in  probabilit/ 
to  doom  me  to  the  grave. 

That  I  (hould  not  hefitate  at 
fach  an  alternative,  in  circum- 
ftances  of  exigency,  I  am  confident 
the  King  will  admit,  when  in  hit 
grace  he  fliall  recollcft  how  often, 
at  his  Majefty's  call  in  this  war,  I 
have  relinquifhed  private  duties 
and  aiFedion,  more  mpulfive  upon 
the  heart  than  any  we  owe  to  ex-t 
jilcnce.  The  purpofes  intimated 
for  my  prcfent  attendance  in 
America,  would,  I  Tear,  be  very 
different  from  fervices. 

The  army  1  commanded,  credu- 
lous }n  my  favour,  and  attached  to 
me  by  the  feries  of  conflifts  and 
misfortunes  we  have  in  common 
fuilained,  would  not  find  material 
confolation  from  my  return  in  dif- 
grace;  and  their  difappointment 
could  not  but  be  enhanced  by  fuch 
an  indication,  that  government  ei^ 

«<  I  have  only  to  add,  my  truft  that  you  will  continue  to  me  the  friendfhip 
«<  and  oonfidcncc  with  which  you  have  always  houourcd  me,  and  that  you 
««  will  write  to  me  at  full  by  the  firft  opportunity,  how  1  can  be  employed  to 
•«  ibrve  your  views.  I  hare  me  honour  to.  be,  &c.'* 


jefty  is  pleafed  to  order  that  you 
(hah  repair  to  Bofton,  as  foon  as 
you   have  tried  the  Bath   Waters, 
in  the  manner  you  proppfe. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Your  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
Barrincton. 
Lieut,  Gen.  Burgoyne, 
Hcrtford-ftretH 

[No.  -2.] 

June,  22,  1778. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  confidered  the  letter  I 
had  the  honour  to  receive  from  your 
lord(hip  on  the  5th  inftant,  with 
the  auention  and  refpcdt  due  to  an 
intimation  of  the  King's  pleafure. 
I  have  now  to  rcqueft  your  lordihip 
to  lay  before  his  Majedy  a  few 
particulars  of  my  iituation;  and  to 
offer  to  his  royal  confideration,  with 
all  humility  on  my  part,  fuch  of  my 
complaints  as  admit  of  reprefenta- 
tion. 

My  letter  to  Sir  William  Howe, 
referred  to  in  your  lorddiip*s  let- 
ter, was  writ  in  the  fulnefs  of  zeal 
to  rent-w  my  fervice  in  arms  the 
enfuing  campaign.  The  fatis fac- 
tion of  fuccecdiug  in  that  applica- 
tion would  have  tended  to  my  re- 
covery, or  for  a  time  might  have 
•prevented  my  feeling  an  ill.  De- 
prived of  fo  animating  a  fupport, 
and.  vifited  by  new  and  unexpeded 
anxieties,  I  have  now  recourfe  only, 
as  far  as  the  mind  is  concerned,  to 
a  clear  confcience,  perhaps  a  mort 
tardy,  but,  I  crud,  as  efficacious  an 
iiffiftance. 


ther 
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thcr  thought  it  inexpedient  to  ratify 
the  convention  of  Saratoga,  or 
defpaired  of  a  ratification  efPedoat- 
ing  the  redemption  of  that  army; 
for  they  would  not  conceive  it  pof 
£ble/  had  the  return  of  the  troops 
been  in  view,  that  any  perfon 
would  have  advifed  the  King  to 
what  then  might  have  appeared  fo 
harfli  an  ad  as  fending  an  infirnit 
calumniated,  unheard  complainant* 
acrofs  the  Atlantic,  merely  to  in- 
fpefl  their  embarkation. 

Your  lordfhip  will  perceive  the 
parts  of  this  letter  Nvhich  apply  to 
the  council  of  the  throne,  from 
whence  I  am  to  fuppofe  the  order 
I  have  received  origmated,  and  in 
your  judice  and  generofity  you  will 
guaM  me,  my  lord,  from  any  fup- 
pofable  prefumpcion  of  expoftulat- 
mg  with  the  King  in  perfon.  But 
I  apply  to  the  fame  qualities  in 
your  lordfhip's  mind,  for  pointing 
out  to  lus  Majefty,  independently 
of  his  council,  other  letters,  among 
thofe  tranfmitted  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  alledging  other  reafons* 
and  thofe  more  prevalent  than  the 
attention  to  health,  for  my  return 
to  England;  and  permit  me,  my 
lord,  to  add,  that  every  one  of 
them  receives  tenfold  weight  from 
what  has  happened  lately,  for  my 
continuance  in  England.  The  fpc- 
cial  reafon  upon  which  T  chiefly 
reft  at  prefent,  my  lord,  is  a  vindi- 
cation of  my  honour. 

Until  that  by  full  and  proper 
trial  is  cleared  to  my  Sovereign  and 
to  my  country,  I  confefs  I  (hould 
feel  a  removal  from  hence,  though 
enforced  by  the  term  duty,  the  ^- 
vereft  fcntcnce  of  exile  ever  im- 
pofed  ;  and  when  the  time  and  cir- 
curoftances  of  fuch  removal  are  far- 
ther coniidered,  that  Britain  is 
threatened  with  invafion^  and  that 


after  an  enemy  has  iet  my  arm  at 
liberty,  I  am  forbid  a  (hare  in  her 
defence  by  the  council  of  my  own 
Sovereign.— After  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  can  I,  my  lord,  be  deemed 
offend ve  if  L  venture  to  declare 
that  fo  marked  a  combination  of 
difpleafure  and  hard  treatment, 
would  be  more  than  I  Ihould  be  able, 
or  perhaps  ought  to  bear. 

My  caufe,  my  lord,  thus  com- 
mitted to  your  office  and  charadler, 
I  have  only  to  add  my  reliance  that 
you  will  do  it  juflice,  and  the  refpe6^ 
with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
tec.  ScQ.  &c. 

Lord  Barrington, 

[No.  3.] 
War-Officts  June  27,  1 778. 
S  I  R, 
I  took  the  fir  ft  opportunity  of 
laying  before  the  King  your  letter 
to  me,  dated  the  22d  inftanc.  His 
Majefty  continues  to  think  your 
prefence  with  the  troops  taken  at 
Saratoga,  and  ftill  detained  pri- 
foners  in  New  England,  of  fo  much 
importance  to  them,  that  he  has 
commanded  me  to  acquaint  you  it 
is  his  pleafure,  that  you  return  to 
them  as  foon  as  yod  can,  without 
any  rifle  of  material  injury  to  your 
health. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
Barrinctoi?. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne. 

Correfpmdence  with  Mr.  Jenkinfin, 

[No-  4.1 
War^Ojfite,  Sept.  24,  1 779. 
S  IR, 
I  am  commanded  by  the  King 
to  acquaint  you,  that  your  not  |-e- 
taming  - 
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turning  to  America,  and  joining  the 
troops,  prifoners  under  the  conven- 
tion of  Saratoga,  is  confidercd  as  a 
neglefi  of  duty,  and  difobedience 
of  orders  tranfmiited  to  you  by  the 
Secretary  at  War,  in  his  letter  of 
5th  June,  1778. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c.  &c.  SiC. 
(Signed)  C.  Jenkinson. 
Lieut.  G:n.  Burgoyne, 

[No.  s.] 
Hertford -St,  rt,  Oa.  9,  1779. 
S  I  R, 
I  received  your  letter  acquaint- 
ing  me,  "  that  my   not   returning 
**  to    America,    and    joining    the 
•*  troops,  prifoners  under  the  con- 
*•  vention    of  Saratoga,   is   confi- 
"  dered  as  a  negled  of  duty,  and 
**  difobedience    of    orders    tranf- 
**  mitted  to  me,  by  the  Secretary 
•*  at  War,  in  his  letter  of  5th  June, 
•'   1778." 

During  a  fervicc  of  more  than 
thirty  years,  1  have  been  taught, 
by  the  rewards  of  two  fucccflive 
Sovereigns,  to  believe,  that  my 
military  conduct  was  held  dcferving 
of  more  favourable  terms  than  thofe 
which  are  npplicd  to  it  in  the  above 
recital.  I  have  received  from  his 
prefcnt  Majcf^y  in  particular,  re 
peated  and  confpicuous  tclti monies 
of  difti nation  and  go'^d  ociiion  : 
and  I  diould  have  been  the  mud 
ungrateful  of  men,  if  I  h;td  not  felt, 
and  unif/>rm!y  endcavouicd  to  mark 
the  warmed  and  mod  dutiful  at- 
tachment to  his  pcrf(>n,  together 
with  a  pundilious  perfeverance  in 
the  execution  of  all  his  lawful  com- 
mands. 

Under  this  fenfe  of  my  pad  Htua- 
tion^  your  letter,  dated  to  be  writ- 
ten by  the  King's  command,  caa- 
aot  but  affeft  me  mod  painfully. 
Vol.  XXir. 


The  time  in  which  I  am  charged 
with  neglect  of  doty,  has  been  em- 
ployed to  vindicate  my  own  ho- 
nour, the  ho  ..our  of  the  BritiHi 
troops,  and  of  thofe  of  his  Ma- 
jeily's  allies,  under  my  late  com* 
mand,  from  the  rood  bafc  and  bar- 
barous afperfionsy  that  ever  were 
forged  againd  innocent  men,  by 
malignity  fupported  by  pt)wer. 

In  regard  to  the  fccond. charge, 
I  mud  nrd  obferve  that  there  were 
two  letters  from  the  late  Secretary 
at  War,  upon  the  fubjc^l  of  my 
return  to  America  ;  and  though 
you  only  (late  that  of  the  5th  of 
June,  I  conclude  it  is  not  meant, 
that  the  other  of  the  27th  diould 
be  fupprcfled,  as  it  is  explanatory 
of  the  former. 

The  fignrfication  of  the  King's 
pleafure  therein  conti^ined  being 
clearly  conditional,  and  the  condi- 
tion  depending  upon  my  owa 
judgment  ;  I  am  unable  to  con- 
ceive by  what  pofiible  condrudlion 
it  can  be  cor  fide  red  a«  difobe- 
dience,  that  I  have  not  fulfilled  an 
optional  condition  ;  and  I  am  rea- 
dy and  defirous  to  meet  the  ju.-ig- 
ment  of  a  proper  tr  hunal  upon  that, 
as  upon  eycry  other  part  of  my  con- 
dua. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir,  T  am 
not  told  who  it  is  that  coniiders 
my  taking  advantage  of  my  parole 
for  the  purpofds  I  have  done,  as  a 
negled  of  duty,  and  breach  of  or- 
ders, an  J  has  fo  reprefenteJ  it  10 
hii  Majelly.  But  in  this  Itate  of 
ignorance  concerning  my  enemicb, 
I  mud  fay,  as  well  from  duty  to 
my  Sovereign,  as  from  juftice  to 
myfelf,  that  they  who  have  abufed 
the  confidence  of  thiir  gracious 
mader,  by  fuch  a  grofs  mifreprc- 
fentation,  merit,  and  I  trud  will 
meet  with  more  of  hb  difpleafure, 
[U]  than 
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than  they  wickedly  have  dr^wn  upon 
jne. 

The  puniQiment  implied  in  the 
order  referred  to,  you  will  obferve. 
Sir,  is  uDufual  as  well  as  cruel. 
Whether  the  Minifters  of  the 
crown»  can  legally  order  a  Britifh 
fubjedl  into  captivity  cither  at  home 
or  abroad  without  trial ;  or  whe- 
ther they  can  compel  an  ofiicer  by 
virtue  of  his  general  military  obe- 
dience, to  deliver  himfelf  to  the 
prifon  of  the  enemy,  without  any 
requifition  on  their  part,  is  (to 
fay  nothing  iUonger  of  it)  matter 
of  (bricus  doubt.  On  pretence  of 
military  obedience,  I  am  ordered 
to  the  only  part  of  the  world  in 
|Miich  I  can  do  no  miliury  fervice. 
An  enemy's  prifon  is  not  the 
King's  garrifon,  nor  is  any  thing 
tp  be  done  or  fufFered  there,  any 
part  of  an  officer's  duty;  fo  far 
from  it,  that  it  implies  a  dired  in- 
.capacity  for  any  military  fund  ion. 
What  arc  the  military  orders  I  am 
to  give  to  men  who  have  no  arms 
to  fight,  and  no  liberty  to  march  ? 
Or  by  what  rule  is  my  not  being 
in  the  hands  of  rebeU,  underAood 
to  be  a  neglei\  of  duty  to  my  So- 
vereign ?  Sir,  the  thing  is  too  evi- 
dent; thofe  who  calumniate  my 
condud  on  this  account  are  de- 
fironj  not  of  fcrving  the  King,  but 
of  infulting  me,  and  of  eftabliih- 
ing  new,  dangerous,  unmilitary  and 
unconftitutfonal  powers  in  them- 
(elves. 

While  a  precedent  is  eftablifhing 
IQ  my  particular  cafe,  I  requeil  it 
may  moreover  be  remembered  that 
1  am  deprived  of  a  court-martial 
vpon  my  condu<ft  in  America,  be- 
caufe  I  am  not  fuppeied  to  be  ame- 
nable to  the  juftice  of  the  king- 
dom :  And  th€  King  is  told  [  have 
difpbcyed  lis  ord^s,  in  the  very 


fame  breath  that  I  am  dated  not  to 
be  accountable  to  him  :  by  this 
doclrine  it  feems  fuppofed,  that  I 
am  not  capable  of  receiving  orders 
for  the  purpofes  of  public  juflice 
or  public  fervice,  but  am  perfedtly 
fubjed  to  all  fuch  as  have  a  ten- 
dency to  my  own  de(lru6lion. 

But  it  has  been  fuggefied,  when 
no  military  duty  could  be  devifed 
as  a  ground  for  this  order,  that  I 
might  be  returned  to  captivity  in 
a  fort  of  civil  capacity  ;  to  com- 
fort my  fellow  prifoners  by  a  par- 
ticipation of  their  fulFerings,  and 
to  adt  as  a  commiflary  to  nego- 
tiate for  them.  Could  any  luf- 
feiingsof  mine  alleviate  the  fmal- 
leil  of  theirs,  I  fhould  willingly 
fubmit  to  any  thing  the  malice  of 
the  prefent  Miniilers  could  inflidl 
upon  me.  Lut  it  is  equally  in- 
jurious to  truth,  and  to  their  ho- 
noui>and  humanity,  to  fnppofe  that 
my  peri'eciition  could  make  any 
part  of  their  confolation.  What 
confolation  could  they  derive  from 
my  jun^ion  to  the  common  capti- 
vity, only  to  tell  them  that  not  a 
name  among  them  i&  to  be  found  in 
the  numerous  lid  of  late  promotions? 
and  that  the.negociations  to  be  un- 
dertaken in  their  favour,  are  to  be 
conduded  by  the  man  who  is  noio- 
rioufty  profciibed  by  tha  power  in 
the  name  of  which  he  is  to  negotiate? 
who  alone,  of  ail  the  officers  who 
have  come  from  America,  has 
been  denied  all  accefs  to  the  King. 
Cruelly  as  I  and  my  fellow- fufferers 
are  treated  ;  1  can  fcarce  bring 
royfclf  to  w:fh,  that  they  who  pro- 
vide fuch  comiorc  tor  others,  fhoold 
receive  it  in  a  £milar  iituation 
themfelves. 

I  am  f(Try  finally  to  obferve, 
that  the  treatment  I  have  expe* 
rienced,  however  contradictory  in 

2  tht 
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the  reafons  affi{»ncd  for  the  fcvcral 
parts  of  it,  is  perfedly  uniform  in 
the  principle.  They  who  would 
net  fuffer  me  to  approach  the 
King's  prcfcRce  to  vindicate  my- 
felf  before  him  ;  who  have  held  that 
I  cannoc  have  a  court*martiai  to 
vindicate  r?yfelf  to  my  proteffion ; 
and  who  have  done  all  they  could 
do,  to  prevent  me  from  vindicating 
myfelf  to  my  country  by  a  parlia- 
mentary enquiry  ;  are  now  very 
fyilcraatically  defirous  of  burying 
my  innocence  and  their  own  g'>ilt, 
in  the  prifons  of  the  enemy,  and 
of  removing,  in  my  perfon,  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
the  meant  of  renewing  parliamen- 
tary proceedings  which  they  have 
reafon  to  dread. 

Thofe  extraordinary  attempts  to 
Opprefs  in  my  perion  the  rights  of 
all  fubjecls,  and  to  pervert  every  idea 
of  military  obedience,  by  direAing 
it,  not  to  the  fcrvice  of  the  public, 
but  the  ruin  of  officers,  julli^ed  me 
to  my  ow<i  conicience,'  in  the  part 
1  took  under  the  conditional  order, 
referred  to  in  your  letter.  I  found 
the  fame  inward  juilification  in  re* 
quiring,  in  the  molt  public  manner, 
at  the  cloi'e  of  the  late  feflion  of 
parliament,  a  c'ear,  peremptory  or- 
der, in  cafe  the  Minillers  pcrfevered 
in  their  intention  ot  ic  Trrendering 
me  to  the  enemy. 

I  have  rectived  no  order;  had 
an  order  been  fent  tome,  framed  in 
any  manner  thai  I  couid  have  adled 
upon  it  cpnfiilently  with  the  exift- 
ence  of  chara^er  ;  1  might  have 
made  a  protell  againfl  the  prece- 
dent ;  I  might  have  enquired  of 
yoa»  Sir,  by  what  probable  means, 
in  the  prefent  poftare  of  affairs,  ic 
was  to  be  execated.  But  in  de- 
firence  to  the  Ring's  namti  u  a 


military  fervant,  I  meant  fubmif- 
fion.  Your  letter,  Sir>  inftcad  cS 
an  order  for  my  future  conduA,  is 
an  unjud  reproach  df  my  pad  ;  for 
which  I  humbly  implore  of  his 
Mnjefty,  and  firmly  demand  of  his 
councils,  trial  by  a  court-martial. 
Should  that  be  refufed  or  procra«^ 
itinated  upon  the  principle  for- 
merly adopted,  "  that  in  my  pre- 
'*  fent  fituation  no  judicature  can 
**  have  cognizance  of  my  adtions  ;'* 
I  can  then  confider  the  purport  of 
your  letter.  Sir,  in  no  other  light 
than  that  of  a  (^ifmifnon,  a  dif- 
mi  (fion  as  conclufive  as  any  you 
could  have  worded  in  form,  and 
perhaps  more  poignant.  To  d^* 
the  bread  of  the  crown,  howe^^ll^ 
faithfully  earned,  under  afentenCe, 
wiihout  appeal,  in  the  name  of  the 
King,  of  neglcft  of  daiy  and  dif- 
obedience  of  orders,  is  incompati- 
ble with  my  conce;>tion  of  honour ; 
an  interdidlion  froni  my  country ; 
a  baniihment  to  the  only  part  of 
the  world  in  which  I  am  difabled 
from  ferving  that  country  at  the 
moment  of  her  fate;  and  when 
every  other  arm,  even  to  the  weak- 
eft,  is  preflVd  to  her  defence ;  thefe 
circumftaiicv  givv  a  critical  bar- 
barity to  the  intentions  of  iht  King's 
advifcrs,  that  an  £ng1i(h  fj'cier 
cannot  fupport.  Th  refore.  Sir,  I 
find  myfelf  compelled,  if  not  al- 
lowed an  early  trial,  or  by  the 
King's  grace,  upon  this  reprelcnta- 
tion;  rellored  to  a  capacity  of  fer- 
vice,  throu(;h  your  ofiickl  channel 
to  requeft  his  Majefty,  to  accept  of 
my  refignation  or  my  appointment 
upon  the  American  ft^ff,  of  the 
Queen's  regiment  of  light  dra- 
goons, and  of  the  government  of 
Fort  William,  humbly  defiring  on- 
ly to  referye  my  rank  as  lieutenant- 
[(/]  2  general 
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general  in  the  army,  to  render  me 
the  more  clearly  amenable  to  a 
court  martial  hereafter,  and  to  ena- 
ble me  10  fulfil  my  perfonal  faith, 
ihould  I  be  required  by  the  enemy  fo 
to  do. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c. 
The  Right  H:n.  Charles  Jenkin/on, 
Secretary  at  War, 

[No.  6.] 
JVar-effici,  CA7.  15,  1779. 
SIR, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the 
9th  inilant,  wherein,  after  Hating 
your  reaibns  for  objeding  to  the 
ieveral  fteps  that  have  been  taken 
.^ith  relation  to  the  orders  given 
for  your  return  to  North  America, 
you  add,  that ''  if  you  are  not  al- 
*«  lowed  an  early  trial,  or  if  by  his 
**  Majefty's  grace,  upon  the  rcpre- 
**  fentations  contained  in  the  faid 
<«  letter,  you  ai^  not  redored  to 
**  a  capacity  of  fervice,  it  is  your 
"  requeft  to  his  Majetly,  that  he 
'<  will  be  pleafed  to  accept  your 
"  refignation  of  your  appointment 
*'  to  the  American  llaff,  oi  the 
*'  Queen's  regiment  of  light  dra- 
**  goons,  and  of  the  gover-nmcnt 
•*  of  Fort  William  ;  humbly  de- 
**  iiring  only  to  icfcrve  your  rank 
"  of  lieutenant-general  in  the  ar- 
"  my,  to  render  you  more  clearly 
'*  amenable  to  courts- martial  here- 
**  after,  and  to  enable  you  to  luU 
'*  fil  your  pcrfonal  faitb»  (hould 
"  you  be  required  By  the  enemy 
*'  fo  to  do.'* 

Having  laid  your  letter  before 
the  King,  I  am  commanded  10  ac- 
quaint you,  that  for  the  rcafons  fub- 
mitted  to  his  M.ijrily  by  the  Board 
of  General  OHicers,  in  their  report, 
dated  23d  May,  1778,  (which  rea- 
foHb  fubfid  in  the  fame  fbrcc  now  as 


they  did  at  that  time)  his  MajeSy 
does  not  think  proper  that  any  part 
of  your  condud  ihould  be  brought 
before  a  military  tribunal,  fo  long 
as  ycu  fhall  continue  engaged  to  re- 
deliver  ydurfelf  into  the  power  of 
Congrefs  upon  their  demand,  and 
due  notice  being  give*:  by  them. 
Nor  does  his  Majefty  think  proper, 
in  confequence  of  the  reprefenta- 
tions  contained  in  your  faid  letter, 
to  reftore  you,  circumdanccd  as  vcu 
are,  to  a  capacity  of  fervice.  Nei- 
ther of  thefe  requefls  can  therefore 
be  granted. 

i  have  it  farther  in  command 
from  the  King  to  acquaint  you, 
that  his  Majelty  confidcrs  your  let- 
ter to  me  as  a  proof  of  your  deter- 
mination to  perfevere  in  not  obey- 
ing bis  orders,  lignified  to  ycu  in 
the  Secretary  at  War's  letter  cf  the 
5(h  of  June,  1778:  and  for  iWu 
reafon,  his  Majefly  is  pleafed  to 
accept  your  rcfignation  of  the  com- 
mand of  the  Queen's  regiment  of 
light  dragoons,  of  the  government 
of  Fort  William,  and  of  your  ap- 
pointment on  the  American  flatF, 
allowing  you  only  to  rclerve  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  general  in  the 
army,  for  the  purpufes  you  have 
dated. 

Lord  Barrington's  letter  of  the 
27th  of  J  ne  is  confidered  as  ex- 
planatory of  the  orders  given  in  his 
letter  of  the  5th  of  ihat  month. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c. 
(Signed)   C.  Jenkinsok, 
Lieut.  Gen,  Bur  gey  ne, 

[No.  7.1 

Hertfcrti'Strcsi,  OJI.  17,  1779. 

SIR, 

]  received  ycur  letter  of  the  15th 

inftant,    informing    me,    that    his 

MajeAy  had  been  pleafed  to  accept 

my 
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my  refi[rnai:on  of  my  military  em- 
ployments, and  that  I  am  refufed 
a  court-martial  upon  that  difobe* 
dieoce,  for  my  pcrfcvcrancc  in 
which,  you  tell  me  my  refignacion 
18  accepted. 

I  mod  perAft  in  denying,  that 
I  have  received  any  other  crder,. 
than  an  order  fubje(5l  to  my  own 
difcretion. 

I  mull  perfiil  in  my  claim  to  a 
court-martial. 

I  apprehend,  that  if  I  am  not 
fubjed  to  a  trial  for  breach  of  or- 
ders, it  implies  that  I  nm  not  fub- 
jed  to  the  orders  themfelves. 

I  do  not  admit  that  I  cannot  le- 
gally have  a  court-martial,  circum- 
Hanced  as  I  am:  but  thofe  who  ad- 
vife  his  Majefly,  alTert  it,  and  they 
are  anfwerable  for  this  contradiction 
between  their  reafoning  and  their 
cooduCi. 

The  report  of  the  general  offi- 
cers, I  humbly  conceive,  is  erro- 
neous. And  the  fubfequent  ap- 
pointment of  other  gentlemen,  ex- 
aflly  in  my  circumftances  (with 
great  merit  on  their  part  to  entitle 
them  to  any  didindlion)  to  military 
employments,  fubjed  to  orders,  and 
accountable  for  the  breach  of  them, 
is  one  of  the  rcafons  for  my  con- 
ceiving, that  the  King's  advifers 
do  not  differ  from  me  in  opinion, 
that  the  general  officers  were  mif- 
t^ken. 

Thinking  it  probable,  Sir,  that 
this  letter  may  dole  the  cornfpon- 
dence  between  us,  I  conclude  with 
the  fentiments  I  have  never  de- 
viated from  in  any  part  of  it ;  and 
I  reqneft  you  to  affure  his  Majefty, 
with  all  humility  on  my  p-irt,  that 
though  I  have  reafon  to  complain 
heavily  of  his  Majcfty's  Minillers, 
my  mind  la  deeply  imprefTed,  as  it 
•aver  has  been,  with  a  fenfe  of  duty. 


refpc6k,  and  affe£lion  to  his  royal 
perfon. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c. 
T^e  Right  Hon,  Charles  Jcnkinfon, 
Secretary  at  War, 

[No.  8.] 
War-Ofice,  03.  zz,  1779. 
SIR, 
I   have  the   honour  to  .?.cknow- 
ledge  the  receipt   of   your    letter, 
dated  the  17th  inftant,  and  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that    1    took    the  firft 
opportunity  of  laying  it  before  the 
King. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
C.  Jenkxnson, 
Lieut,  Gen,  Burgoyne^ 
SiC.  Sec,  iiC, 


jfJmiraJty-Office,  0<ff.  12,  1779. 
A  Letter  from  Captain  Pearfon,  of 
his  Majelly's  fhip  Strapis,  to 
Mr.  Stephens,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing  is  a  Copy,  was  yeftcrday 
received  at  this  Office : 

Paila:,  French  Frigate,  inCongrr/i 
Service.     Texei,  Off,  6,  1779. 
SI  R, 

YOU  will  be  pleafed  to  inform 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  on  the  2;d  ult. 
being  clofe  in  with  Scarborough, 
about  eleven  o'clock,  a  boat  came 
on  hoard  with  a  letter  from  the 
bailiffs  of  that  corporation,  givlni^ 
information  of  a  flying  fquadroa  of 
the  enemy's  fnips  being  on  the 
coafl,  and  of  a  part  of  the  faid 
fquadron  having  been  feen  from 
thence  the  day  before,  Handing  to 
the  fouthward.  As  fooa  as  I  re- 
[V]  3  ceivcd 
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ccived  this  intelligence,  J  made  the 
iignal  for  ihc  convoy  to  bear  doyvn 
under  my  lee,  and  repealed  ic  with 
t^o  guns  i  notwithilanding  which, 
the  van  of  the  convoy  jcepc  their 
wind,  with  all  fail    dretching  out 
to  the  C)uthward  from  under  Flam- 
borough  Head,  till  between  twelve 
and  one,  wnen    the    head  moll   of 
them  got  fight  of  the  enemy's  (hips, 
which  were  then  in  chace  of  them  ; 
th!:y  then   tacked,  and    made   the 
bell  of  their  way  under  the  fhore 
for  Scarboroagh,    Sec.    letting   Hy 
their  top-gallant  (heets,  and  tiring 
guns ;  upun  which  I  made  all  the 
iail  I  could    to  windward,  to  get 
between  the  enemy's  fhips  and  the 
convoy,  which  I  foon  effedled.     At 
one  o'clock  we   got   fight   of  the 
enemy's  ihips  from  the  mad  head, 
and    about    iour    we    made    them 
plain  from  the   deck   to   be  three 
large  (hips  and  a  brig ;  upon  which 
I  made   the  Coontefs  of   Scarbo- 
rough's iignal  to  join  me,  Ihe  be- 
ing in  ihore  with  the  coiwoy  :  at 
the   fame   time  I  made  the  fignal 
for  the  convoy  to  make  the  bell  of 
their  way,  and  repeated  the  fignal' 
with  two  guns:  I  then  brought  to, 
to  let  the  Countcfs  of  Scarborough 
come    up,    and    cleared    (hip   (or 
aflicn.      At   half    pad    five     the 
Countefs    of   Scarborough    joined 
ine,  the  enemy's  ihips  then  bear- 
.    ing  doiyn  upon   us,    with   a  light 
breeze  at  S.  S,  W.  at  fix  tacked, 
and  laid  our  head  in  fhore,  in  or- 
der to  keep  our  ground  the  better 
hetvycen  the  enemy's  (liips  and  the 
convoy  ;  foon  after  which  we  per- 
ceived the  diips  beaiing  down  upon 
OS  to  be  a  two- decked  Ihip  and  two 
frigates,   but    from   their  keeping 
end  on  upon  as,  oq  bearing  down, 
.    we  could  not  difcern  what  colour^ 
they  were  under :  at  about  twenty 


minutes    pad    feven,    the    largeft 
(hip  ot    the    three  brought   to,  on 
cui  larboard  bow,  within  mui^uet 
iliot :    1    hailed    him,    and    a(ked 
what   (hip  it  was;  they  anfwered 
in   Engiiih,  the  Princefs  Royal ;  I 
then    afked    where    they    belonge4 
to;    they   ani»vered  evafively  ;  on 
which  I  told  them,  if  they  did  not 
aniwer  diredly,   I  would  (ire  into 
them  ;  they  then  anfwered  with  a 
(hoi,  which  was  indantly  returr.e4 
with   a  broadfide ;    and   after  ex- 
changing two  or  three  broadfides, 
he  backed  his  topfails,  and  drop- 
ped upon  I  ur  quarter  within  pilioU 
Ihot,    then    filled    again,   put  his 
helm    a-weather,    and  run    us    on 
board    upon   our  weather  quarter j, 
and    attempted    to    board  us,  but 
being  rcpulfed,    he    (heered    off ; 
upon  which  I  backed  our  top-fails, 
in  order  to    get    fquare  with   him 
again,   which,   s^s  foon  as  he  obr 
ferved,  he  then  filled,  put  his  helm 
a  -  weather,    and    laid    us    athwart 
hawfe ;    his    mizen   fhrouds    took 
our    jib    boom,  which  .  hung    hin^ 
for  fome   time,  till  it  at  iad  gave 
way^   al)d   we    dropt   alongfide  of 
each  other,  head  and   Hern,  when 
the     fluke    of    our    fpare    anchor 
hooking    his  'quarter,  we   became 
(o    dole    fore    and    aft,    that    the 
muzzles  of  our  guns  touched  each 
others    fides.     In    this   pofaion  we 
engaged  from  half   pad    eight  till 
half  pad  ten  ;  during  which  time, 
from  the  great  quantity  and  variety 
of  combuuible  matters  which  they 
thtew  in  iipon  our  decks,  chains, 
and  in  (hort  into  every  part  of  the 
(hip,  we  were  on   fire  no  iefs  thaa 
ten  or   twelve    times   in   different 
parts  of  the  (hip,  and  it  was  witl\ 
the  greated  difficulty  and  exertioa 
imaginable  at  times  that  we  were 
^ble  to  get  it   extinguiflied.     At* 
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the  fame  time  the  largeft  of  the 
two  frigates  kept  failing  round  us 
the  whole  action,  and  raking  us 
fore  and  aft,  by  which  means  (he 
killed  or  wounded  almoft  every 
man  on  the  quarter  and  main 
decks. 

About    half    pad    nine,    either 
from  a  hand  grenade  being  thrown 
in  at  one  of  our  lower  deck  ports, 
or   from    feme    other    accident,    a 
cartridge  of  powd.r  was  fet  on  fire, 
(he  flames  of  which  running  from 
cartridge  to  cartridge  all   the  way 
aft,  blew  up  the  whole  of  tlie  peo- 
ple and  officers  that  were  quartered 
abaft  the  main-mail;   from  which 
unfortunate  circumlllince  all  thofe 
guns  were  rendered  'ufel.?fs  for  the 
remainder   of  the   adlion,   and    I 
fear  the  greateft  part  of  the  people 
will  lofc  their  lives.   At  ten  o'clock 
they  called   for  q^^rters  from  the 
(hip  alongfide,  and  (aid  they  had 
ilruck :  hearing  this,  I  called  upon 
the   captain  to  know  if  they  had 
ilruck,  or  if  he  a:ked  for  quarters  ; 
but  no  anfwcr  being  made,  after 
repeating   my  words  two  or  three 
times,  1    called    for  the  boarders, 
and  ordered  them  to  board,  which 
they  did ;    but    the   moment  they 
were  on  board  her,  they  difcovered 
^   fuperior    number    laying    under 
cover    with    pikes  in    their  hands 
ready  to  receive  them ;  on  which 
our  people  retreated  inrtantly  into 
our    own    (hip,    and    returned    to 
their  guns  again  till  pafl  ten,  when 
the  frigate  coming  acrofs  our  (lerh, 
and^  pouring  her  broadfide  into  us 
Ugain,  without  our    being  able  to 
bring  a   gun    to    bear   on   her,  I 
found  it  in  vain,  and  in  (hort  im- 
pradicable,  from  the  (ituation  wo 
were  in,  to  ftand  out  any  longer 
with  the  lead  profpedl  of  fuccefs ; 
(  iherefbre  firuck,  (our  main  malt 


at    the    fame    time  went   by   the 
board.)      The  firit  lieutenant  and 
myfelf  were  immediately  cfconed 
into  the   (hip  alongfide,  when  we 
found  her  to  be  an  American  (hip 
of  war,  called    the    Bon    Homme 
Richard,  of  40  guns  and  375  men, 
commanded  by  Captain  Paul  Jones ; 
the   other  frigate   which  engaged 
us,    to    be    the    Alliance,    of  40 
guns,  and  300  men ;  and  the  third 
frigate  which  engaged  and  took  the 
Counters  of  Scarborough,  after  two 
hours  adion,  to  be   the   Pal  Us,  a 
French   frigate   of  32    guns,  and 
275    men  ;     the    Vengeance,     an 
armed    brig  of  iz  guns,  and  76 
men  ;  all  in  Congrefs  fervice,  and 
under  the  command  of  Paul  Jones. 
They  ficted   out   and  failed   from 
Port    rOrient    the  latter    end   of 
Ji^y,  and  came  north  about ;  they 
have  on    board    300  £ngli(h  pri- 
foners,  which   they  have  taken  in 
different  veiTeli  in  their  way  round, 
(in'ce  they  left   France,  and  have 
ranfomed   fome    others.      On   my 
going  on  board  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard,  1  found  her  in  the  great- 
eH  didrefs  ;  her  quarters  and  coun- 
ter on    the    lower   deck   entirely 
drove  in,   and   the  whole  of  her 
lower  deck  gans  difmounted ;   (he 
was  alfoon  nre  in  two  places,  and 
fix  or  feven  feet  water  in  her  hold, 
which  kept  increafing  upon  them 
all   night  and   the   next  day,  till 
they  were  obliged  to  quit  her,  and 
(he  funk,  with  a  great  number  of 
her  wounded  people  on  board  her. 
She    had    306    men     killed    and 
wounded  in  the  aftion  2  our  lofs  ii) 
the  Serapis  was    alfo  very  great.  , 
My  oQcers  and  people  in  general 
behaved    well,    and   I    ihould    be 
very  remifs  in  my  attention  to  their 
merit  were  I  to  omit  recommend- 
ing the  remMp9  of  them  to  their 
[I/]  4  lordfhips 
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lord  (hips  favour.  I  muil  at  the 
fame  time  beg  leave  to  inform  their 
lurd(hipSf  that  Captain  Picrcy,  in 
the  Countefs  of  Scarb  rough,  was 
not  in  the  \fzik  remifs  in  his  duty^ 
he  having  given  roe  eveiy  afliibnce 
in  his  power,  and  as  much  as  could 
be  expeded  from  fuch  a  (hip,  in 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  P.iN 
]!ki,  a  frigate  of  32  guns,  during  the 
whole  action. 

I  am  extremely  forry  for  the 
misfortune  that  has  happened,  that 
of  loiing  his  Majelly's  {hip  [  had  the 
honour  to  command ;  but^  at  the 
fvme  time,  I  flatter  myfelf  with 
the  hopes,  that  their  lordfhips,  will 
be  convinced  that  (he  has  not  been 
given  away  ;  but*  on  the  contrary, 
that  every  exertion  has  been  uied 
to  defend  her  ;  and  that  two  t^ffcn- 
tial  pieces  of  feryice  to  our  country 
h^ve  arifen  from  it ;  the  one,  in 
wholly  overfetting  the  cruize,  and 
intentions  of  this  flying  (qu^drou  ; 
the  o:|)er,  in  refcuing  the  whole  of 
a  valuable  cpnvoy  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemv,  which 
iQuil  have'  been  the  cafe  had  1  atted 
any  otherwite  than  I  did.  We 
have  been  driving  about  in  the 
North  Sea  ever  fince  the  a6)ion, 
endeavouring  to  make  to  any  port 
we  pofTibly  could,  but  have  not 
been  able  to  get  into  any  place 
till  to  -  day  we  arrived  in  the 
Texcl. 

Hprewith  I  inclofe  you  the  mcft 
e;tadt  lift  of  the  killed  and  wound- 
ed I  have  as  yet  been  able  to  pro- 
cure, from  my  pcop'e  being  dif- 
perfed  amongft  the  difFt^rent  Ihips, 
apd  having  been  refufcd  permiHlon 
to  multer  ihem  \  there  are,  1  find, 
many  inore,  \)oih  killed  9nd  wound- 
ed, than  appears  on  il^e  inclofed  lifl, 
but  their  names  as  yet  I  find  im- 
ppffible  (0  afcertain^  as  fooa  as  I 


poinbly  can,  (hall  give  their  lord- 
(hips  a  lull  account  of  the  whole. 
1  aril.  Sir, 
Your  mort  cbcdicnt, 
and  moft  humble  fervant, 

R.  Pearsok, 

p.  S.  I  am  refufcd  permifllon  to 
wait  on  Sir  ]ofcph  Yoike,  and 
even  to  go  on  (here. 

Abftraa  of  the  lift  of  killed  and 
<wounded. 
Killed  49.— Woun Jed  68. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  George, 
cf  the  Rambler  Cutter,  to  Sir 
Charles  Haidy,  gi'ving  an  Account 

_cf  an  Engagement  betiueen  hit 
Majefty^s  Ship  the  ^ebec,  and  a 
French  Frigate  of  jp  Guns, 

SIR, 

IB  E  G  leave  to  acquaint  you, 
that  on  Wednefday  the  6th  in- 
(tant,  being  then  in  company  with 
his  Maj<- fty's  (hip  Quebec,  tJfhant 
bearing  fouth  15  leagues,  at  day* 
break  we  difcovered  three  fail  to 
Ifeward  in  the  S.  W.  quarter. 
Captain  Farmer  made  the  (ignal 
for  the  Rambler  to  come  under  his 
Hern,  which  I  obeyed  ;  he  then 
afked  me  what  I  thought  of  them ; 
I  told  him  a  ll;ip,  a  cutter,  and  a 
Dutch  hoy  :  he  replied,  he  would 
^0  down  and  fee  what  they  were, 
aftd  ordered  me  to  ke^p  clofe  to 
him.  At  half  pail  eight  we  plain- 
ly perceived  tv\o  of  them  to  be  a 
large  French  fiigate  and  acottcr: 
at  nine  the  enemy's  frigate  began 
to  fre  at  the  Quebec,  but  at  too 
great  a  diftance  to.  do  any  execu* 
lion.  At  ten  the  Quebec,  Being 
within  point  blank  (hot  of  the  ene* 
my,  hoiilcd  her  colours,  and  re- 
turned their  fire,  dill  edging  cioWn 

to 
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to  come  to  a  clofe  engagement  till 
fhe  was  alongside  the  French  frigate. 
I  immediately  hoided  my  colours* 
and  flood  in  between  the  French 
frigate  and  the  cutter,  with  an  in- 
tent to  cut  her  off  from  her  con- 
forty  and  bring  her  to  a  clofc  en- 
gagement, which  I  effected  ;  and 
began  to  engage  her  at  eleven 
o^cloclc  cloCe  alongfide ;  (I  then 
found  her  force  to  be  fixteen  fix- 
pounders,  and  full  of  men  ;)  we 
continued  to  engage  her  in  the 
fame  pofition  till  within  a  few  mi- 
nutes of  two  o'clock,  when  (he  fet 
all  the  fail  (he  could  croud,  and 
bore  from  us,  we  not  having  had 
the  luck  to  carry  away  any  thing 
material ;  and  the  Rambler,  hav- 
ing her  gaff  (hot  away,  her  top- 
maft  (hot  through,  the  top -fail 
halyards,  and  mod  of  her  (landing 
and  running  rigging  gone,  and 
the  mainfail  rendered  unfervice- 
able,  was  incapable  of  following 
her  with  any  hopes  of  coming  up 
with  her  ;  at  the  fame  time  feeing 
both -the  frigates  difmaded,  and 
the  Quebec  take  lire,  I  endeavour- 
ed to  gee  as  near  the  Quebec  as 
poffible,  in  hopes  of  faving'  fome 
of  her  men  ;  but  there  being  but 
little  wind,  and  a  large  I'well, 
found  1  could  ailill  her  no  other 
way  but  by  hoiiling  out  our  boat. 


which  I  effected,  and  fent  the 
mafier  and  five  men  armed  in  her, 
who  picked  up  one  nailer's  mate* 
two  young  mid(hipmen,  and  four- 
teen more  of  the  Quebec's  people, 
the  enemy's  frigate  at  the  iame 
time  firing  at  the  boat  *.  As  the 
Rambler  was  a  confide rable  dif* 
tance  to  leeward  of  the  Quebec,  I 
thought  ic  would  be  in  vain  to  fend 
a  fecond  time. 

I  want  words  fufficient  to  de- 
fcribe  the  noble  gailanc  manner  of 
Captain  Farmer's  engaging  the 
-enemy  for  upwards  of  thrre  hours 
and  an  half,  that  he  lay  alongdde 
the  frigate,  which  carried  twenty- 
eight  e^hteen  -  pounders  on  her 
main  deck,  and  twelve  guns  on  her 
quarter  deck  and  forccaflle.  The 
Quebec  continued  buri^ng  very 
fiercely,  with  her  colours  (lying, 
till  fix  o'clock,  when  (he  blew  up. 
I  am  much  afraid,  from  the  report 
of  Mr.  William  Moore,  one  of  the 
mafier 's  mates  of  the  Quebec,  that 
Captain  Farmer,  and  his  otficers 
that  were  .alive  when  he  left  the 
Quebec,  (hared  the  fate  of  the 
(hip. 

I  beg  Ic3ve,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  recommend  to  you.  Sir,  the 
otficers  and  crew  of  the  Rambler, 
who  did  every  thing  that  might  be 
expedled  from  £nglilhmen.     I  am 


•  Wc  arc  happy  in  t?king  this  opportunity  of  doing  that  juftice  to  the  cha- 
ra^cr  of  a  brave  and  humane  c!icmy|  which  iheir  condiift  on  this  cccafion  de- 
mands at  our  hands.  The  circumlhince  mentioned  in  Lieut.  George's  letter  of 
the  French  frigate*s  firing  upon  our  boat,  is  fuppofcd  to  h:ivc  arifen  from  the  gunt 
of  the  Quebec,  fome  of  which  it  is  probable  might  have  gone  off  during  tlie  time 
(he  was  burning.  However  that  may  be,  the  millakc  in  Mr.  George's  account 
has  fince  been  fu(ficiently  proved  by  the  concurrent  tcftimony  of  a  number  of  the 
men,  and  fume  o(ficers,  belonging  to  the  Qiiicbcc,  who  all  owed  their  live*  10  the 
aflive  humanity  of  the  French,  and  were  alterwaids  treated  by  them  xaith  the  ut- 
mod  tcndemels  and  kindnefs  j  r.otwithfianding  their  own  extreme  forenefs  and 
difirefs  at  the  time,  with  a  fitip  nearly  reduced  to  a  wn.-ck,  a  majority  of  their  people 
killed  or  wounde^l,  and  their  brave  captain  in  the  agonies  of  death,  who  fpent  nit 
laft  breath  in  declaring  the  pleafui^e  he  received  from  having  fuch  an  opportunity 
of  exercKing  bis  benevolence. 

happy 
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happy  to  fay  our  lofs  con  fills  of 
only  one  man  who  has  loft  his  leg, 
the  pilot  (hot  through  the  arm  with 
a  mufket  ball>  and  Ceveral  (lightly 
wounded,  as  the  enemy  aimed  at  our 
mads  and  rigging,  in  which  they 
fucceeded  too  well.  From  t)^  cut- 
ter's not  returning  the  fire  for  two 
or  three  broad  fides  before  (he  bore 
away,  and  feeing  but  few  men  on 
her  decks,  I  conclude  (he  fuffered 
confiderabiy. 

J  have  the  honour  to  be» 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

James  George. 


Account  oftbeTrialofMr.  Stratton, 
and  *  tki  other  Members  of  the 
Cokmil  of  MadrafSy  *who  depof<d 
tmd  imprifoned  their  Governor, 
.  the  late  Lord  Pigot,  eind  nuen 
frofecuted  for  the  Jaid  O fence ^  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  iy 
the  Attorney  General^  in  confe- 
fuence  of  an  Addrefi  of  the  Houfe 
ef  Commons  to  his  Majefty  fr  that 
turpofe. 

TH  £  trial  began  before  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Earl 
of  Mao£/ie]d  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  Wefiminfter  Hall,  on  Mon- 
day, December  20th,  early  in  the 
morning,  and  lafted  till  two  the 
next  morning. 

The  Attorney  General  dated 
the  h^^9  on  which  the  profecution 
was  founded,  in  a  moil  pathetic 
and  eloquent  fpeech*  The  prin- 
cipal points  he  infided  upon  in 
fupport  of  the  profecution  were— • 
Firft^  that  Lord  Pigot  was  Tent 
from  England  by  the  £a(l  India 
Company,  with  exprrfs  inftrudlions 
to  ittait  the   R^J9  of  Tanjore. 


Secondly,  That  the  whole  Council,, 
on  his  arrival  at  Madrafs,  and  for 
fome  time  after,'  (in  the  year 
1775)  were  unanimous  in  their 
refolutions  to  carry  thefe  inlUuc- 
tions  into  execution  \  but  that  af- 
terwards a  diffention  aroic,  owing 
to  fome  of  the  members  of  tlie 
council  efpoufing  the  interell  of 
the  Nabob  of 'Arcot  and  his  foo, 
who  (Irenuoufly  oppofed  the  redo- 
ration  of  the  Raja.  Thirdly,  Thit 
Lord  Pigot  was  under  a  neceflity 
to  fufpend  Mr.  Stratton  and  Mr. 
firooke,  (two  of  the  defendants) 
in  virtue  of  his  authority  as  Vrtii^ 
dent,  that  he  might  not  be  ob- 
(baded  by  them  in  the  execution 
of  the  Company's  coroni.ind. 
Fourthly,  That  the  daim  of  Mr, 
Benfield,  on  the  part  of  the  Nabob 
of  Arcot,  to  a  crop  on  the  lands  of 
Tanjore,  fown  by  the  Nabob  and 
mortgaged  to  Ben  field »  was  a  frau- 
dulent claim,  calculated  to  foment 
diviiions  in  the  com.cil,  and  to  op* 
pole  Lord  Pigot  in  his  govern* 
ment.  This  he  endeavoured  to 
prove,  from  the  improbability  that 
Benfield,  a  private  perfon  of  little 
or  no  property,  (hould  have  been 
able  to  advance  fo,  large  a  fum  as 
the  claim  amounted  to,  even  aU 
lowing  him  very  confiderable  pro* 
fits:  tor  his  demand  was  250,000!, 
Fifthly,  He  proved  that  the  defen- 
dants figned  an  order  (or  uking 
his  Lordlhip  into  cullody,  and  or* 
dered  Colonel  Stuart,  who  arrelU 
ed  him,  to  inform  his  Lc«rd(hip, 
that  his  life  (hould  anfwer  any  re- 
finance to  their  orders  ;  from 
which  he  drew  an  inference,  that 
afifafiinatioa  was  intended  in  cafe 
of  refinance.  Finally,  He  enquir* 
ed  by  what  authority  this  violent 
revolution  had  been  accoroplilhed. 
He  admitteda  that  the  majority  of 

the 
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the  council  afTenting  to»  or  putting 
a  negative  upon«  a  queflion,  exer- 
cifed  a  legal  power ;  but  it  did  not 
follow,  if  the  Governor  afted  wrong 
in  not  putting  a  quedion,  which 
in  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  he 
ought  to  have  put,  that  they  had 
a  legal  power  to  imprifon  him  ; 
gentler  mesfures  might  have  been 
adopted ;  he  was  amenable  to  the 
laws  of  his  country,  but  not  to  any 
aifumed  authority  of  his  council. 
Upon  the  whole,  however,  he  juf-* 
tihed  the  condudl  of  Lord  Pigot, 
though  arbitrary,  upon  this  ground, 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  execute  the 
commiflion  he  had  received  from 
the  Company,  by  refloring  the  Raja 
of  Tanjore  at  all  events. 

The  polHllion  who  drove  Lord 
Pigot's  chaife  when  he  was  arreft- 
ed,  and  Colonel  Monckton,  his 
Lord{hip^  fbn-in-law,  were  pro- 
duced as  evidence  of  the  arreii  and 
confinement ;  but  as  the  crown  law- 
yers on  the  one  hand  admitted  the 
fafls  alledged  by  the  defendants 
concerning  Lord  Pigot's  proceed- 
ings in  council ;  and  the  defendants 
on  the  other  avowed  the  arreii  and 
confinement  of  his  Lordfhip,  no  ver* 
bal  evidence  was  neceffary*  But  a 
great  load  of  written  evidence  was 
eflential  to  fupport  the  profecution, 
bccaufe  it  turned  upon  the  pofitive 
inftrudlions  given  $y  the  Company 
to  Lord  Pigot.  The  reading  of 
thefe  papers,  containing  the  corre* 
fpondeiice  betwetn  the  Company 
and  Lord  Pigot,  with  other  docu- 
ments, was  exceffively  tedious,  and 
took  up  feveral  hours. 

Mr:  Dunning  began  the  defence 
of  his  clients  at  abont  eight  in  the 
evening  ;  and  in  the  moft  maflerly 
pleading  that  was  ever  exhibited 
|n  a  weak  caufe>  difplayed  abili- 


ties and  attachment  to  the  intereft 
of  his  clients  that  would  have  done* 
honour  to  the  bed.  Aftef  noticing 
the  pailion  and  prejudice  which  had 
influenced  the  minds  of  men  ia 
general  with  refpeA  to  the  death 
of  Lord  Pigot ;  he  cleared  the  de« 
fend  ants  to  the  fatis faction  Of  every 
one  prefent,  from  the  imputatioa 
of  aiming  at  his  life,  and  from  all 
felfilh  motives.  He  then  gave  a 
detail  of  the  arbitrary  proceeding! 
of  Lord  Pigot  in  the  council ;  and 
in  other  ads  of  his  government ; 
fuch  as  his  fufpenfion  of  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher,  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  troops,  &c.  From  thefe  in- 
ilances  of  extravagant  behaviour,  he 
adduced  the  political  necefiity  of 
removing  him  from  the  govern* 
ment,  all  public  bufinefs  being  at  a 
(land. 

He  alfo  en4eavoured  to  (how» 
that  he  had  exercifed  powers  not 
veiled  in  him  by  the  Con'.pany  ; 
and  he  finally  relied  the  defence 
of  his  clients,  on  the  approbation 
which  the  fupreme  council  of  Ben- 
gal had  exprefled,  in  writing,  of 
their  proceedings.  Mr.  Dunni r.g 
did  not  fit  down  till  near  twelve 
o'clock. 

I'he  Attorney  General  made 
only  two  obfervations  on  the  de- 
fence, nfisc.  that  the  Company'a 
appointment  of  Lord  Pigot,  for  the 
fpecial  purpofe  of  reftoriifg  the 
Raja,  had  not  been  attempted  to 
be  denied,  therefore  he  ilood  jott- 
fied  in  refiiling  every  delay,  every 
oppofition  of  that  meafure ;  and 
that  the  defendants,  though  Mr. 
Ben  field  was  in  court,  had  not 
thought  proper  to  call  upon  himj 
fo  well  convinced  were  they  that 
the  fole  caufe  of  all  the  difturb- 
ances  was  that  gentleman't  pre« 

tended 
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trndtd  claim :  it  (howed  plainly, 
the  apprehenfions  they  were  under 
that  the  truth  would  come  out  if 
he  was  examined. 

Lord  Mansfield,  about  half  after 
one  in  the  morning,  fummed  up 
the  whole  matter  Ytry  concifely; 
obferving,  that  the  indidjnent  was 
laii  on  five  counts  or  charges ; 
two  for  illegal  aiTumption  of  go- 
vernment, and  three  tor  imprifon« 
ing  the  governor ;  but  they  difier- 
ed  very  little,  for  if  the  defendants 
could  be  juflified  in  the  one,  it 
went  a  great  way  to  judify  th;.m  in 
the  other.  Three  quellions  were 
for  the  jury  to  confider  ;  ift*  What 
IS  the  conftitution  of  the  j^overn- 
jncnt  of  Madrafs?  2d,  Whether 
Lord  Pigot  had  f:bverted  that  con- 
flitution  ?  3(11/,  Whether  fuch  con- 
dudl  of  Lord  Pigoc  amounted  to  a 
jutiification  of  the  fubfequent  con- 
dud  of  the  defendants  ? 

As  to  the  Hrd,  his  Lord(hip  faid, 
it  appeared,  that  the  government 
of  the  province  was  veiled  in  the 
Prefident  and  Council,  or  a  majo- 
rity of  them  legally  fummoned  and 
aiTembled*  -whether  the  Prefident 
was  of  the  majority  or  minority,  he 
having  only  the  benefit  of  his  call- 
ing vote  in  cafe  of  equality ;  but 
the  governor  being  an  integral 
part  of  the  govtrnmenr,  the  Coun- 
cil without  him  was  imperfedl  and 
incompetent.  He  had  it  in  his 
power  to  adjourn  at  any  time,  or 
withdraw  himfelf  from  the  meet- 
ing, and  then  would  end  the  bufi- 
nefs  for  that  time,  until  they  were 
again  regularly  convened. 

Therefore,  as  to  the  fecond 
queilion.  Lord  Pilot's  conduct  on 
negativing  a  queftion  regularly  be- 
fore the  board,  and  fupported  by 
ji   majority,   and   fufpending   two 


members  by  his  own  authority,  for 
figning  what  they  had  voted  for, 
and  what  the  other  four  were  ready 
to  fign  alfo,  having  all  prcvioufly 
declared  their  intentions,  was  cer- 
uinly  violent,  illegal,  and  unjudi- 
fiable. 

And  this  leads  to  the  third 
queftion  as  to  thejadiBcation.  Here 
his  Lurd(hip  expreiTed  fome  anxiety 
about  giving  his  opinion  upon  fuch 
a  new  and  unprecedented  cafe. 
He  adverted  to  cafes  of  force  and 
neceflity  here  in  England,  which 
are  cognizable  and  determinable 
by  a  jury  only.  In  the  cafe  of 
external  force  compelling  a  man 
to'an  unlawful  ad,  the  man's  will 
does  not  go  along  with  the  adion  ; 
he  is  therefore  not  culpable.  In 
the  cafe  of  natural  neceflity,  a 
man  driven  in  felf-dcfence  to  com- 
mit ho.xici.e,  or  other  ur. avoid* 
able  ati,  is  not  culpable :  but  of 
both  thefe  cafes  a  jury  alone  can 
decide. 

His  Lordfhip  could  put  the  affair 
at  Madrafs  on  no  other  footing 
than  that  of  a  civil  necedity,  or 
date  neceffity.  if  the  jury  could 
condcier  this  civil  neccdicy  the  ma- 
jority were  under  tantamount  to 
a  natural  necedity,  it  would  be  a, 
judification.  To  decide  this,  they 
might  trike  into  condderation  the 
critical  dtuation  they  were  in, 
from  the  violent  proceedings  of 
the  governor :  he  had  fufpended 
two  of  the  fenior  council  ;  he 
might  poflibly  proceed  to  fufpend 
the  other  four ;  he  had  alfo  order- 
ed one  of  their  number  to  be  ar- 
reded  on  a  charge  of  mutiny,  that 
pointed  at  his  liie.  In  fuch  a  dtu- 
ation it  was  didicult  to  .a6l :  but  at 
the  fame  time  they  began  their 
own  admiuidraiion  wi;h  aA  illegal 
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ft6t»  that  of  fufpending  three  of 
the  members  who  voted  againft 
them. 

His  Lordibip  faiJ*  it  was  for  the 
jury  to  excrcife  their  judgment  on 
thefe  three  quedions,  and  if  they 
found  fufficient  matter  to  juiHfy 
the  aflumpcion  of  government  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  governor,  the 
fame  would  go  to  juftity  his  im- 
prifonment  ;  and  as  no  aggravat- 
ing circumftanccs  were  in  lifted  on 
by  the  (irolVcutors,  they  would 
then  acquit  the  defendants  :  if 
ocberwife,  they  would  find  them 
guilty. 

His  Lordihip  quitted  the  court 
exaftly  at  two ;  and  the  jury,  after 
withdrawing  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
brought  in  their  verdidt>  finding 
the  defendants  Gaii/j, 


Copy  of  the  CbalUnge  fent  hy  the 
Marquis  de  le  Fayette,  to  the 
Earl  of  Carliflc,  and  the  EarVs 
Anf-Mtr. 

To  the  Earl  of  Carliflc. 

I  Did  not  imagine,  my  Lord, 
that  1  ever  fhould  have  had 
any  tranfadions  but  with  your  ge- 
nerals, and  expelled  not  the  ho- 
nour of  feeing  them  but  at  the 
head  of  the  armies  which  they  re- 
fpcdively  command.  Your  letter 
of  the  26th  of  Augud  to  the  Con- 
grefs  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  terms  of  ihfult  refpeding  my 
country,  to  which  you  have  figned 
your  name,  is  the  fole  caufe  of  my 
having  any  thing  now  to  fettle 
with  your  Lordihip.  I  deign  not 
to  refute  the  afperfion,  but  I  de- 
ft re  to  panifli  it.  It  is  from  you, 
AS  chief  of  the  commiffion,  that  I 


demand  a  reparation  as  public  at 
hath  been  the  c.ffcnce,  and  which 
muft  give  the  lie  to  the  cxpreffion 
you  have  ufcd.  I  (hould  not  have 
delayed  this  demand  fo  long,  if 
your  letter  had  reached  me  fooner; 
obliged  to  be  abfent  a  few  days,  I 
hope  to  find  your  anfwer  at  my  lo- 
turn.  M.  Gimot,  a  French  officer, 
will  fettle  on  my  part  the  time  and 
place  of  our  meeting,  to  fuit  your 
Lordihip's  conveniency.  I  doubt 
not  but,  for  the  honour  of  his  coun- 
tryman. General  Clinton  will  at- 
tend you  CO  the  fiv  Id. 

As  to  me,  my  Lord,  it  is  lO'- 
dififerent  who  attends  you,  provid- 
ed that,  to  the  glory  of  being  a 
Frenchman,  I  juin  that  of  proving 
to  a  gentleman  cf  your  country, 
that  no  one  dares  to  infult  mine 
with  impunity. 
(Signed) 

La  Fayetti. 

To  the  Marquis  De  la  Fayette. 

S  I  R, 
I  HAVE  received  your  letter 
tranfmitted  to  me  from  M.  Gimoi, 
and  1  confefs  1  find  it  difficult  to 
return  a  ferious  anfwer  to  its  con- 
tents. The  only  one  that  can  be 
expc^ed  from  me  as  the  King's 
Commi  doner,  and  which  you 
ought  to  have  known,  is,  that  I 
do,  and  ever  (hall,  confider  myfelf 
folely  refponfible  to  my  Country, 
and  King,  and  not  to  any  indi- 
vidual, for  my  public  condudl  and 
language.  As  for  any  opinion  or 
expreffions  contained  in  any  publi- 
cations  ififued  under  the  commif- 
iion  in  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  be  named,  unlcfs  they  are  re- 
traded  in  public,  you  may  be  af- 
fared  1  ihall  never,  in  any  change 
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of  fitaation,  be  difpofed  to  giire  an 
accoant  of  thein»  much  left  recal 
them  in  private. 

The  injury  alladed  to  in  the  cor- 
refpondence  of  the  King's  Com- 
niffioners  to  the  Congrefs,  I  muft 
remind  yoa«  is  not  of  a  private  na- 
ture; and  1  conceive  all  national 
difpntes  will  be  beft  decided  by  the 
meeting  of  Admiral  Byron  and 
Coont  d'Eftaign. 
(Signed) 

Carlisle. 
Arw  Tork,  OBoberll^  1778. 


Some  Account  of  Matthiefon,  lately 
executed  for  forging  tbt  Notes  of 
the  Bank. 

JOHN  Matthiefon  was  bom  at 
Gretna-Green,  (a  noted  place 
in  Scotland  fince  pafiing  the  £ng- 
liih  marriage  a£i).  His  father  was 
a  mill-wrigbt»  and  accounted  an 
ingenious  mechanic;  nor  was  the 
fon's  mechanical  genius  lefs  con- 
fpicuons  than  that  of  his  father. 
From  the  knowledge  he  had  in 
niiUworkf  he  attained  the  art  of 
making  clocks,  and  by  that,  and 
cleaning  and  repairing  watches, 
he  was  enabled,  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  to  (up port  his  mother, 
his  fiiier,  and  himfelF.  But  his 
mind  was  reft  lefs,  and  ever  thirft- 
\ing  after  improvement.  Not  con- 
i  tent  With  what  he  had  learned, 
which  produced  him  only  a  bare 
competency,  he  became  acquaint- 
ed with  an  engraver,  a  loofe,  dif< 
iipaced  young  man,  whofe  extra- 
vagance often  reduced  him  to 
great  ftraits.  With  this  youth  he 
cultivated  a  feeming  friendfhip; 
and,  from  a  confiant  attendance, 
and  clofe  attention  to  him  when 
at  work,  he  fiole  from  him  that 


art,  which,  though  it  might  have 
enriched  him  by  an  honell  appli- 
cation, proved  his  ruin,  by  con- 
verting it  to  a  moft  iniquitous  pur- 
po(e. 

It  has  been  iniinuated  by  fome, 
that  this  youth  was  an  accomplice 
at  his  firft  letting  out,  and  that 
both  were  connedled  in  forging  the 
notes  of  the  Darlington  Bank;  but 
nothing  of  that  kind  has  fince  ap- 
peared, and  therefore  unworthy  to 
be  believed. 

To  the  art  of  engraving,  Mat- 
thiefon had  added  a  particular  fa- 
cility in  tracing  lines,  infomnch 
that  he  could  take  off  the  hand- 
writing of  any  man  with  fuch  ex- 
aflnefs  as  even  to  Aeceive  the  wri- 
ter himfelf. 

Tempted  by  thefe  acquirements, 
{6  flattering  to  his  notions  of  fud- 
denly  becoming  rich,  his  firfl  ex- 
periment, as  before  obferved,  was 
made  on  the  5  1.  notes  of  the  Dar- 
lington Bank  ;  "but  of  thefe,  be* 
ing  of  fmall  value  and  quick  cir- 
culation, though  currently  nego- 
tiated, he  could  make  no  very 
coniiderable  advantage-;  and  being 
but  a  young  beginner,  and  not 
over-cautious  in  paffing  his  notes, 
a  difcovery  was  fbon  made  by  the 
banks  that  their  notes  were  forg- 
ed, and  Matthiefon  was  fofpe£ted 
of  being  the  forger.  He  was  even 
deTcribed,  and  a  reward  offered 
for  his  appreheniion  ;  which,  how- 
ever, he  found  means  to  elude  by 
travelling  into  Scotland,  where* 
there  is  reafon  to  fufped^  he  forg- 
ed the  notes  of  the  Royal  Bank  of 
Edinburgh,  traverfed  that  coun- 
try, and  negotiated  them  }  till, 
diredling  his  route  by  the  wef- 
tern  road  of  Glafgow,  where  he 
was  unknown,  he  found  means  to 
arrive     at    London    undifcovered. 

Her# 
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progrcfs,  that,  though  he  cnterrd 
upoo  his  lodgings  on  the  laft  day  of 
February,  he  had  purchafed  tho 
copper,  ground  k,  engraved  it,  fa- 
bricated the  notes,  printed  them, 
forged  the  water-mark,  and  nego- 
tiated feveral  of  them,  one  in  par- 
ticular  at  Coventry,  for  which  he 
fulFered,  before  the  1 2th  of  March  ; 
and  fo  nicely  was  all  this,  perform- 
ed, that  the  Banker,  to  whom  this 
lad- mentioned  note  was  offered  for 
change,  made  not  the  lead  fcru- 
pie  to  receive  it,  though  he  kne«¥ 
it  was  prefer. :ed  by  a  pcrfcdk 
ftranger  •. 

It  was,  therefore,  of  the  utmoft 
confcqaence  to  national  credit, 
that  lo  dangerous  a-  villain,  how- 
ever ingenious,  ihould  be  detedt- 
cd.  1 1  was  not-  enongh  for  him  to 
be  mailer  'of  counterfeiting  all  the 
external  lines  on  the  face  of  the 
notei,  with  a  nicety  which  might 
deceive  even  the  vtry  clerks  who 
iiToed  the  notes,  but  he'  had  ac- 
quired the  very  art  of  connterfeit- 
ing  the  internal  mark  of  the  paper 
on  which  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
England  are  drawn,  and  of  which 
paper  the  Dirc(flors  are  fo  choice 
as  not  to  fuffer  a  (licet  to  be  lnade,r 
it  we  are  rightly  informed,"  nor  a 
note  to  be  printed  upon  it,  with, 
out  the  attendance  of  a  trui^y  per- 
fon  or  perfons  to  infpcft,  upon 
oath,  the  whole  procels.  In  this 
was  thought  their  fecurity,  and  it 
had  expoUd  every  former  fraud  of 
the  like  kind  to  immediate  dctec 
tion ;  but  Matthiffon's  art  was 
beyond  their  reach:  he  held  the 
whole  circulation  of  the  Bank  in 
his  hands;   for,  had  he  been  fuf. 


Here  he  procured  very  creditable 
apartments,  where  he  lived  for 
fome  time  retired  and  unfufpedted. 

In  all  his  pre regri nations  be 
feems  to  nave  paid  great  attention 
to  his  iiftcr ;  to  whom,  however, 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  im- 
parted the  fecret  of  his  fraud. 

His  lodgings  were  over-againft 
Arundel  Itreet,  in  the  Strand,  in 
a  creditable  family,  to  whom  he 
pafled  for  a  watch  maker  come  to 
London  for  improvement.  In 
thefe  lo(]gings  he  behaved  with 
great  regularity  and  fobriety,  of- 
ten retired  by  himfelf  in  the  day, 
and  often  talked  with  the  people 
in  the  ihop  as  be  paiTed  and  re- 
paffed,  and  appeared  in  every  re- 
fpedl  as  an  anexccptionable  cha- 
racter. His  filler,  indeed,  appear- 
ed but  mean,  the  landlord  faid,for 
a  perfon  that  took  an  apartment  at 
1 5  s.  a  week. 

It  flionld  feem,  that,  though  his 
mind,  as  be  confefled,  was  much 
diftreffed  by  the  confcioufnefs  of 
his  guilt,  yet  that  did  not  wholly 
ddlroy  the  adltvity  of  it  for  inven- 
tion. It  iy  alloniihing  to  contem- 
plate the  powers  fif  an  inventive 
mind,  when  dircfted  either  to  good 
or  evil  purpofes.  Harrifon,  who 
by  a  long  feries  of  deliberate  lludy, 
cffeilcd  at  lad  a  time-piece  of 
infinite  ufe  to  navigation,  and  for 
which  he  received  the  appltufe  an4 
reward  of  his  country,  was  forty 
years  in  effedling  that  which  this 
mail  would  probably  have  brought 
to  perfection  in  lefs  than  as  many 
months,  had  his  inventive  powers 
been  directed  to  fo  landable  a  pur- 
pofe:  for  fo  rapid  was  he  in  his 


•  He  prefefttcd  the  note  to  a  (ilvcr-fmith  at  Coventry,  of  whom  he  bought 
a  pair  of  buckles,  who  qarhed  it  to  a  Banleer*s  at  next  door,  and  go:  cafh 
for  lU 
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fered  to  reign  long,  no  man  could 
have  been  Ufe  in  taking  a  Baqlc 
note 9  who  had  not  the  book«  of 
the  Bank  to  refort  to.  Even  Mr. 
Geachingy  one  of  the  cafbiers,  be- 
ing aflced.  if  he  had  feen  the  name 
fuofcribed  to  the  note  on  which  the 
prifoner  wat  convided^  on  a  fepa- 
rate  piece  of  paper»  without  an^ 
fufpiaon  of  forgery,  whether  he 
Goald  have  fworn  it  was  not  his 
haml-writing,  his  anfwer  was»  I  d^ 
not  know  that  I  couU, 

His  firft  care,  after  he  was  fet- 
tled in  his  lodgings,  was  to  pro- 
cure a  fair  20I.  note,  which  he 
went  to  the  Bank  /or  himfelf  ^  for 
he  was  cautious  of  trulHng  even 
his  Jiiler  with  any  of  his  affairs^ 
Having  got  this  for  a  pattern,  he 
next  ap];nied  to  a  brazier,  and  had 
two  pieces  of  copper  cut  exadly  to 
the  dimeofiona  of  the  plates  ufed 
by  the  Bank-  Thofe  rough  plates 
were  prepared,  as  we  before  ob- 
ferved,  by  himfelf ;  and,  as  foon 
as  he  had  completed  the  notes,  he 
pretended  bufinefs  in  the  country^ 
and  travelled  from  one  end  of  the 
kingdom  tothe  other,  to  negotiate 
them  ;  for  the  buckles,  which  he 
bought  at  Coventry,  were  traced 
and  found  in  Scotland.  All  this 
paded  without  fufpicion  at  his  lodg- 
ings :  when  he  went  our,  it  was  in 
the  middle  of  the  day  ;  and  ^hen 
he  came  home,  he  had  all  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  man  who  had  been  a 
long  journey. 

He  no  fooner  came  home  than 
he  again  applied  to  the  Batik  for 
frefli  notes;  and  a  circumftance, 
which  ytry  remotely  led  to  his 
detedion,  gave  occanon  to  one  of 
the  tellers  of  the  Bank  to  mark 
him.  He  had  been,  on  the  17th 
of  March,  to  change  a  ten  pound 
note ;  and,  on  the  24th>  he  came 


again  to  have  two  Bank-notes,  one 
for  20 1.  and  the  other  for  ipl. 
made  out  to  him  for  cafh.  On 
that  day  the  £xcife-ofice  was  pay« 
ing  7000  guineas,  one.  of  which 
was  fcrupled.  Matthiefon  looked 
at  it  as  it  lay  at  a  diilance,  and 
faid  it  was  a  good  one.  '*  Then,*' 
(aid  the  clerk  on  his  trial,  **  I 
recollected  him.  I  turned  to  the 
book,  and  faw  I  had  paid  him 
thofe  three  notes,"  [meaning t  ive 
Jitpfo/e,  three  notes  <wbich  nuere  pro^ 
duced  to  identify  the  per j on  of  Mat- 
thiefon*]  But,  probably,  the  turn- 
ing to  the  book  was  a  fubfequent 
ad,  thuugh  repreientcd  in  the 
Sedions-paper  as  an  immediate  in- 
fpedion,  for  which  there  was  then 
no  caufe. 

How  he  came  to  be  firil  fuf- 
peOed  at  the  Bank,  which  did  not 
happen  till  the  loih  of  April,  does 
not  appear  ;  but,  it  is  evident,  the 
fufpicion  was  but  .fiightly  ground- 
ed»  as  the  fame  clerk  apprehended 
and  releafed  hW  on  the  fame  day, 
and  did  not  carry  him  before  a 
magiftrate  till  next  morning,  when, 
hearine  he  was  going  along  Corn- 
hill  wi.h  a  bundle,  he  followed 
him,  and  perfuaded  him  to  go 
back  with  him  to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. 

There  is  rcafon,  indeed,  to  be- 
lieve that  his  frequent  appearance 
at  the  Bank,  exchanging  notes  of 
10  and  20 1.  for  cafli,  an4  fome- 
timcs  taking  out  notes  of  ihe  fame 
value,  and  paying  money  forthein^ 
might  create  a  fu^icion  that  he 
was  fome  way  or  other  conncfled 
with  the  perfon  who  counterfeited 
notes  which,  fince  his  firil  appear- 
ance there,  had  been  prcfented  at 
the  Bank,  and  at  firfl  paid  without 
fcruple,  and  probably  would  have 
contmued  fo  to    have  been,    had 

•not 
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hot  (iuplicates  of  the  fame  notes 
tome  in,  and  given  the  alarm.  By 
comparing  thefe  one  with  another, 
there  was  found  fo  material  a  dif- 
ference,  c|}at  the  clerks  could  in- 


nically)    was   feen   with   a   bundle 
pafliDg  along  Comhill. 

Whether  the  teller  had  difcovcr- 
ed  more  of  thofe  notes  in  the  mean 
time,    or   had   received   particula)* 


ftantly    tell    the    counterfeit  from    inftrudUons    from   his  fuperiors  to 


the  real,  though  their  orders  were 
to  pay  both  without  hefitation^ 
provided  they  came  through  any 
houfe  of  credit,  or  other  unfufpeded 
channel. 


detain  Maxwell  if  he  (hould  come 
again,  in  not  material ;  but  certain 
it  is,  that  he  inftantly  pofted  after 
him,  and,  having  come  up  with 
him^    under    pretence    of  having 


To    ftrengthen  this   cotijfdurc*    committed   a  miflake  in   the   talc 
the   writer   of  this  account  recol-    of  the  money  he  had  paid  him  the 


]e^s  to  have  heard  ^  that,  while 
Klatthiefon  was  at  the  Bank  to 
exchange  a  real  note,  one  of  his 
own  forged  notes  came  in  for 
payment  at  the  fame  time;  and 
that  this  furnifhed  the  teller,  to 
whom  thofe  notes  were  prefentedi 
with    an    occaiion    to    challenge 


day  before^  perfuaded  him  to  re- 
turn with  him  to  the  Bank  to  have 
that  miftakc  reclined.  Being  afk- 
ed  what  the  miilake  was,  the  other 
replied,  that  he  believed  he  had 
paid  half  a  guinea  to^ma^h:  on 
which  Maxwell  made  light  of  the 
matter,   and,   putting   his  hand  in 


Maxwell  (for  that  was  the  name  his   pocket,   pulled   out  a  guinea, 

he  went  by)   pretty  roundly  with  and  offered  him  that.    The  cleric 

having    fome   knowledge   of  thefe  faid,  that  would  not  do;  the  mif- 

forgeries,  feveral  of  which  had  ap-  take  mud  be  redified  by  the  books, 

peared,  though  no  notice  had  been  or  he  muft  lofe  his  place.     This 


taken  of  them,  left  it  (hould  give 
a  check  to  the  circulation  of  the 
real  notes.  This  he  fteadily  de- 
nied ;  yet  there  appeared  Ibme  al- 
teration in  his  countenance  which 
denoted  guilt,  but  nothing  that 
could  julfify  a  detainer,  and  he 
was  fuffered  to  eicape.  Alarmed, 
however,  by  this,  he  knew  he 
could  no  longer  carry  on  his  fraud 
with  fafpty  in  England;  and  he 
was  preparing  to  leave  the  king- 
dom, when  next  day  [April  ii], 
pretty   early  in  the  morning,   the 


had  the  defired  efFed:  he  con- 
fented  to  return,  and  in  h's  way 
back  left  his  bundle  at  a  particu- 
lar (hop.  As  foon  as  he  entered 
the  Bank,  he  was  told  that,  he 
muft  (lay  till  the  Dired^ors  met; 
and  he  was  (hewn  into  a  room, 
where  the  porters  paifing  to  and 
fro  might  (ce  and  obierve  liis  mo- 
tions. 

What  pa(red  between  him  and 
the  Dirc6tors,  the  writer  does  not 
pretend  to  know;  all  that  appear- 
ed  was,   his  bundle  was    fent  for 


teller  was  told  that  hisyV/VWMax*  '  and  examined,  but  there  was  no- 
well  (for  (o  he  was  now  ftylcd  iro-    thing  exceptionable  found  in  that  *• 

•  The  contents  of  the  bundle  were,  fome  linen  and  clQthes,  a  pair  of  piftols, 
100  guineas  in  gold,  fome ,  real  Bank  notes,  fome  gravers,  and  wa'ch-m^king 
tools,  hut  nothing  that  ha4  the  ap/curancc  of  any  inftrument  to  fabricate  a 
Bank  note. 
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Yet,    notwithftanding    this  harm- 
lefs    appearance,    it   was   thought 
neceflary,  in   a   cafe   of  fo  much 
confequence,    to  take   him  before 
Sir  Johti  Fielding,  where,  though 
he    had  eluded  the  queiUons  that 
had  been  put  to  him  by  the  Di- 
redors,  he  perhaps  might  not  be 
able  to  evade  thofe  put  to  him  by 
the  experience  and  fagacity  of  that 
magi  Urate;  by  whom  he  was  par- 
ticularly   aiked   as   to   his   family, 
bis    friends,    his    connexions,  his 
place   of  abode,  his  purfuiis,  and 
his  profeflions;  to  all  which  quel- 
tions,  he  faid,  he  had  reafons  for 
declining    to  anfvver.      He  was  a 
citizen  of  the  world,  he  faid,  and 
knew  not  how  he  came  into  it,  nor  ' 
how  he  ihouid  go  out  of  it.     No- 
thing, therefpre,  appearing  againil 
bim,    the    Solicitor   of  the   fiank 
fent    him    to  a  public  houfe,  at- 
tended by  proper  officers,  while  he 
ihouid  confult  the  magillrates  about 
redoring    to  him  his  bundle,  and 
fetting  him  at  large.     Be^og  pla- 
ced in  the  in  fide  of  the  box  next 
the  window,  he  had  not  fat  lonj^ 
before  he,  lifting  up  the  fa(h  as  if 
to  let  in  air,  gave  a  fudden  fpring, 
and  jumped  out;   but,  being  im- 
mediately purfued,  was  taken  and 
brought    back.      This    conticmed 
the  Solicitor  in  his  fufpicions  that 
he    was,  the  man;  otherwife  why 
ibould  he  fly,  and  leave  his  money 
and     effed^s   behind   him  ?     Being 
aflced   his  motive,  his  anfwer  was, 
it  was  hi:»  humour.     It  was,  h<^w^ 
ever,   determined    not   to  let  him 
go  till '  he  had  undergone  a  fecond 
examination  by  Sir  John  Fielding, 
who»    before    he  was  brought  up, 
extended    hii    enquiries  to  all  his 


intelligence  offices,  and  had  coI« 
ledled  all  the  information  poffible 
concerning  him;  when,  to  his  ut- 
ter confufion,  the  advertifement  of 
the  Darlington  bank  was  produ- 
ced, and  he  was  found  to  anfwer 
the  defcriptioh  of  Matchiefon,  who 
was  fufpeiled  to  have  forged  the 
notes  that  had  been  counterfeited 
of  that  bank.  This  being  read  to 
him,  and  being  afked  if  his  name 
was  not  Matthiefop,  infiead  of 
Maxwell,  he  all  at  once  loH  his 
refolution,  turned  pale,  burfl  into 
tears,  and,  after  faying  he  found 
he  was  a  dead  man,  he  added. 
**  And  now  I  will  confcfs  all.*' 
He  accordingly  owned  that  he 
fabricated  the  notes  in  the  man- 
ner already  related ;  that  the  mo* 
meat  he  had  completed  the  num- 
ber of  notes  he  thought  proper^ 
he  dedroyed  the  plates  and  everv 
implement  which  he  had  made  uie 
of  in  the  fabrication ;  that  his  next 
bufmefs  was  to  negociate  thofe 
notes,  and  then  return  and  make 
out  more;  that  he  had  an  a(io« 
nifhAng  facility  in  doing  all  this, 
fo  that  he  could  accompliih  the 
whole  in  lefs  than  a  fmgle  day. 
By  what  appeared  upon  the  triaJ. 
it  (bould  feem  that  he  difcovcred 
to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Bank  h'n 
method  of  counterfeitiftg  the  wa- 
ter-mark; but,  upon  enquiry, 
there  is  reafon  to  doubt  whether 
he  made  any  particular  difcovery^ 
only,  in  general,  that  he  himfclf  was 
thefolefabticator. 

Thus  much  we  have  been  able 
to  €ol:e^  of  a  man,  whofe  powers 
of  imitation  never  were  equalled, 
and,  we  hope,  hr  the  good  of  this 
country,  never  vvill  in  future. 


The 
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The  following  authentic  Extradls  from  the  Corn-Regifter,  are  derived 
from  Accounu  colledled  from  the  Cudom-Hoafe^Books,  and  delivered 
to  Mr.  John  James  Cath6rwood«  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 

j/in  Account  of  the  ^uantitUs  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from^  and 
imported  into  England  and  Scotland,  *witb  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
faid,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon,  for  one  Tear,  ended  the  ^th  of 
January  1780.  1 

EXPORTED. 


1779- 

Britiih. 

Foreign. 

Bounties  and 

ENGLAND. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

Drawbacks  paid. 

Wheat  and  Wheat  Meal 
Wheat  Flour 

•JIlSJ 

7.780 
».795 

C        '.    d. 

Rye        - 
Barley 

- 

3.162 
4.948 

V 

NU    \ 
5.635  ' 

5i>349    2    6  Bo. 

Malt 

- 

74,287 

Oats     - 

• 

11,291 

g-j     I    2pr. 

Oatmeal      - 

- 

M75 

.    f9 

Beans 

- 

•9.075 

6,384 
S.106J 

Peafe 

• 

13,130 

SCOTLAND. 

, 

Wheat 

- 

is6-| 
9.*39 
937 

Wheat  Flour  ~     * 

- 

Barley  and  Bear 

- 

Malt 
Oats 

* 

3.02a  > 
219  { 

3,157  Wnt, 

Oatmeal 

. 

2,638 

Peafe  and  Beans     - 

- 

8$7J 

I 

M 

PORTED. 

1779- 

Duties 

ENGLAND. 

Qaartert. 

received. 

Wheat , 

„ 

3.508' 

iC-      -f- 

d. 

Wheat  Flour    - 

. 

1. 103 

Rye        . 

• 

1,693 

Barley 

- 

7.08s  I 
331.858  f 

2,849  IS 

7 

Oats    - 

. 

Oatmeal 

.. 

669 

Beans 

«. 

14.591 

Peafe 

- 

29,1 54  J 

SCOTLAND. 

'              ' 

Wheat  Flour 

• 

•5.984J 

Qm      . 

- 

139  IS 

*\ 

tJ^J* 


•T«fe 
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The  following  i$  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England  and 
Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchefter  buftiel,  for  the  year  1779. 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

s.       d. 

/.    d. 

/.      d. 

/.      d. 

/.     d. 

4    2i 

2     11 

^     Si 

«     9 

3     oi 

N.  B.  The  prices  of  the  fineft  and  coarfeft  forts  of  grain  generally  exceed 
and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz. 

Wheat.      Rye.      Barley.      Oats.        Beans. 
Perbufliel,       6d.  3d.  3d.  3d.      .    W. 


SUPPLIES 


[    3^5    ] 


SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament,  for 
the  Year  1779. 


NAVY. 
December  3,  1778. 
I.  'TT^K  AT  70,000  men  be  employed  for  the  fca 
JL      fervice,  for  the  year  1779,  including  17,389 
marines. 

2.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  4I.  per  month  per 
roan^  be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid  70,000  men, 
for  13  months,  including  ordnance  for  iea  fervice  3,640^000    o    o 

December  17. 

1 .  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  ^alf  pay 

to  the  fea  and  marine  officers,  for  the  year  1779      -^      369,882     6     i 

2.  Towards  building,  rebuilding,  and  repairs  of 
ihips  of  war  in  his  Majelly's  yards,  and  other  extra- 
works,  pver  and  above  what  are  propofed  to  be  done 
upon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  in  ordinary,  for  the 

year  1779  -^  —  —      579.187    o    o 


4,589,069     6     I 


ARMY. 
December  15. 

1.  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  3,213 
invalids,  amounting  to  30,346  efFedlive  nien,  com- 
miflioned  and  non-com miiTioned  officers  included,  be 
employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1779. 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of.  30.346  efFedlive 
men  for  guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his  Majefty's 
forces  in  Great  Britain,  Jerfey,  and  Guemfey,  for  the 

year  1779  —  —  —      833,911   18     6 

3.  For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  general  ftafF offi- 
cers in  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1779  —        37,206     8    6J 

4.  For  maintaitiing  his  Majefly's  forces  and  garri- 
fons in  the  plantations  and  Africa,  including  thofe  in 

farrifon  in  Minorca  and  Gibraltar  ;  and  for  provi- 
ons  for  the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova  Scotia, 
Newfoundland,  Gibraltar,  the  Ceded  Iflands,  and 
Africa,  for  the  yean  779  —  —1,103,11811    o. 

C^]  S  .        5.  For 
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5.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  difference  of  pay 
between  the  Britilh  and  Irifti  eftablifhrnent  of  one  re- 
giment of  light  dragoons,  and  fix  regiments  of  foot, 

fcrving  in  North  America,  for  the  year  1779  —        52*923     i     $ 

6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  nve  Hanoverian  re- 
giments of  foot  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  and  for 
provifions  for  the  thrcee  battalions  of  ttie  faid  troops  at 

Gibraltar,  for  the  year  1779  —  —       56,074  19     4^ 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  13.472  men  of  the 
troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  HciTe  CaHel,  in  the  pay  of 
C^reat  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to 

treaty,  for  the  year  1779  -r-  —      3671203     9  10 

8«  For  defraying  the  charge  of  two  regiments  of 
Hanao,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the 
fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  hereditary  Prince 
of  Hefle  CafTel,  for  the  year  1779  -r-  —        35»44i     3     2| 

9.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  foot 
of  Waldeck,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  togetiier 
with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  reigning 

Prince  of  Waldeck,  for  the  year  1779  -r-       17*498     3     2^ 

10.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  4,300  men,  the 
troops  of  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  in  the  pay 
of  Great  Britain,   together  with  the  fubfidy,  for  the- 

11.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  1,447  ^^^9  ^he 
troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Brandenborgh  Anfpach,  in 
the  pay  of  Great  Brit^dn,  together  with  the  fubfidy, 

for  the  year  1779.  —  —  —       39*^44  H     3f 

1%,  To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fums  voted 
for  the  troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Brandenburgh  An- 
fpach,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Briuir,  being  the  charge 
of  an  augmentation  to  the  faid  troops,  from  Nov.  i , 
1777,  to  Dec.  24,  1778  —  —  7*958  10  1 1| 

13.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  corps  of  foot  of 
Anhalt  Zerbft,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  reigning 

Prince  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,for  the  year  177^  —        16,630  n     9J 

14.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  provifions  for  the 
foreign  troops  ferving  in  North  America,  in  the  pay  of 

Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1779  —  —        48,668     3     9J 

15.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  artillery  for  the  fo- 
reign troops  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  purfuant  to 

treaties,  for  the  year  1779  —  ~        27*683   14     o 

16.  For  defraying  the  cbarge  of  the  embodied  mili- 
tia of  the  i'everal  counties  of  South  Britain,  and  of 
three  regiments  of  fenciblc  men  in  North  Britain,  for 

the  year  1779  —  -      _  _     610,882     5     o 

17.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  cloathing  for  the 

cqibodied  militia  in  South  Britain,  for  the  year  1 779  85,760  1 7     2 

18.  Fo^ 
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18.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  additional  cooapa- 
nies  to  the  embodied  miiitia  in  Sooth  Britain*  for  the 

year  1778  —  —  —         5,4*1  18    6 

19.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  cloathing  for  addi- 
tional  companies  to  the  embodied  militia  in  South 

Britain,  for  the  year  1778  —  —  2,656     4    O 

20.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  feveral  augmenta- 
tions to  his  Majefty's  forces,  for  the  year  1779        —      259,713     3     4 

February  23,  1779. 

1 .  On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Ma- 

jcfty's  land  forces  and  marines,  for  the  year  1779  87#703     ^     4 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  fe- 
veral private  gentlemen  of  the  two  troops  of  horfc 
guards  reduced,  and  to  the  fuperannuaced  gentle- 
men of  the  four  troops  of  horfe  guards,  for  the  year 

1779  —  ""  —  ^28    .2  II 

3.  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  out-pen- 

flt>ners  of  Ghelfea  Hofpital,  for  the  year  1779  ~      103,117  14    t 

March  25. 

1 .  For  completing  the  whole  charge  of  the  pay  of 
one  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  fix  regiments  of 
foot,  which  of  late  years  have  been  paid  in  part  of  the 
revenues  of  the  kingdofm  of  Ireland,  and  are  now  ferr- 

ing  in  North  America,  for  the  year  17 75^^  —        63,195   11   lo 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  fenci- 
ble  men,  to  be  forthwith  railed  in  North  Britain,  for 

the  year  1779  —  _  —,        19,584     2    o 

March  29. 
Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  cxpenccs  of 
his  Majefty's  land  forces,  and  other  ferviccs  incurred, 
between  the  31ft  Jan.  1778,  and  the   ift  Feb.  1779, 
and  not  provided  for  by  parliament  — -  -*  2,025|i|7     4    4^ 

April  22. 

1.  To  make  good  the  charge  of  forming  three  regi- 
ments of  light  dragoons  of  41 1  men  each,  out  of  the 
light  troops  belonging  to  the  regiments  of  dragoon 
guards,  and  dragoons  in  Great  Britain,  including  the 
charge  of  bringing  General  Elliot's  and  Lieut.  Gen. 
Burgoyne*s  regiments  to  the  like  eflabliihment,  for 

the  year  1779  —  —        -    —  6,246     5     6 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  an  augmentation  to 
a  corps  of  Royal  Highland  emigrants,  ferving  in  North 
Am^ca,  from  the  2i^th  May,  1779,  to  the  24th  Dec. 

following,  both  days  induiiire,  being  214  days        —         4>i  13    6    8 

5>9'3>o8'     9    5 
[X]  ^  »  O  R  D- 
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ORDNANCE. 
December.  15,  1778. 
1.  For  the  charge  of  the  ofiice  of  Ordnance  for  the 
land  fcrvice,  for  the  year  1779  —  —      395>438   15     4 

I.  For  defraying  the  cxpence  of  fcrviccs  performed 
by  ih^  office  of  Ordnance  for  land  fervice,  and  not  pro- 
vided for  by  parliament,  in  the  year  1778  —      52'»93>    ^3     5 


9'7»374     8     9 


MISCELLANEOUS   SERVICES. 
February  18,  1779. 

1.  To  be  advanced  10  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  merchants  of  England,  trading  into  the  Levant 
fea»  to  be  applied  in  afiilling  the  faid  company  in  carry- 
ing on  their  trade  t—  —  _  5,000     o     O 

2.  For  the  expcrjCes  of  the  new  roads  of  communi- 
cation, and  building  bridges,    in   the  Highlands   of 

North  Britain  •—  _  —         6,395     o    9 

May  3. 

1.  For  the  augmentation  of  the  falaries  of  the 
Puifne  Judges  of  the  courts  of  King's-bcnch  and 
Common-pleas,  and  the  Puifne  Barons  of  the  Coif  of 
the  court  of  Exchequer  at  Weftminller,  for  the  time 
being,  in  i)\c  proportion  of  400 1.  to  each  of  the  faid 

judges  and  barons  in  every  year  —  —  3,600     o     o 

2.  For  the  augmentation  of  the  falary  of  the  chief 

baron  of  the  Exchequer  for  the  tiqi^  being,  per  ^nn.  *      500     o     9 

May  6. 

1.  To  malce  good  the  fum  iffued  by  his  Majefiy's 

orders  in  purfuance  of  the  addreffes  of  the  Houfe         —     32,968     2     8 

2.  To  replace  the  fum  iffued  by  his  Majefty's  or- 
ders to  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell,  lor  the  expence  of 
confining,  maintaining,  and  employing  convicts  on  the 

River  Thames  —  —  —        13,586     7     o 

May  27. 

1.  To  make  good  the  fum  iffued  by  his  Majcfly's 
orders,  to  be  applied  for  the  relief  and  benefit  of 
fundry  American  civil  officers,  and  others  who  have 
fufFercd  on  acccur«^  of  their  attachment  to  his  Ma- 

jcfty's  government  —  —  —  —       60,527     3     6 

For  defraying  expences  attending  general  furveys 
of  his  Majelly'b  dominions  in  North  America,  for 
the  year  1779  —         —         —         —        —         2,041     o     o 

2.  To  be  raid  to  James  Berkenhout,  Efq;  and 
Thomas  Clarke  of  the  town  of  Leeds,  dyer,  upon  a 
proper  difcovery  to  be  made  by  them,  for  the  ufe  of 
lhe  public,  of  ttu  ir  methou  of  dying  fcarlet  and  crim- 

loQ,  a&  well  as  other  colours,  on  linen  and  cotton    -«         5,000    o    o 

For 
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For  defraying  the  charges  of  the  following  civil 
^ablifhments,  and  other  incidental  expences  at- 
tenamg  the*  fame;  to  wit, in  America: 

1.  His  ivuiji  -y'o  ifland  of  Si.  John's       3250I. 

2.  His  Maj^lly's  colony  of  Georgia  2900I. 

3.  His  M-ijefty's  colony  of  Nova  ScOtia     4796I. 

4.  His  Majclly's  colony  of  Eift  Florida     4950I. 

5.  His  Majefty's  colony  of  Weil  Florida  4900I. 

— — —  20^796    o    o" 

June  15. 
For    repairing,   maintaining,    and   fupporting   the 
Britidi  forts  and  fcttlcmcnts  on  the  coad  of  Africa,  for 
thfc  year  1780  13,000    o    o 


164,013    13     z 


LOANS    DISCHARGED..  , 
December  I4»  177^* 

1.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  madp  out  by  virtue  of  an  art,  pafTed  in  the  laft 
fcflion  of  parliament,  intitled,  "  An  aft  for  railing  ' 
a  certain  fum  of  money  by  loans  or  Exchequer 
bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1778,"  and  charg. 
ed   on  the  firil  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  feilion  of 

parliament  —         —  —  —  1,500,000    o.    ©. 

2.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  ijiHde  out  by  virtue  of  an  aft,  pafled  in  the  laft 
feflion  ot  parliament,  iniided,  *'  An  aft  for  ena- 
bling his  Majelly  to  raife  the  fum  of  one  million,  fof 
the  ufes  and  purpofes  therein  mentioned,"  and 
chargeci  to  tlie  firfl  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  feflion  of 

parliament  — —  ■  ■  1,000,000     o    o 

April  i,  1779. 

For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  aft.  pafled  in  the 
la:i  feflion  of  parliament,  intitled,  "  An  aft  for 
raifing  a  farther  fum  of  money,  by  loans  or  Exchequer 
bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1 77  8"  500,000    o    o 

For  difcharging  and  paying  off  the  prizes  of  the 
lottery,  of  the  year  1778  '  — —  —  —     490,000    o    o 


DEFICIENCIES. 

April  i. 

I.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund,  the  like  fum 

paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  gpod  the  deficiency 

on  the  5th  July,   1778,  of  the  fund  eftablilhed  for 

cayiDg    annuities,  granted  by  an  aft  made  in  the 


3,490,000    o    o 


31ft 
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31ft   year   of  his  late  Majefty,  toward  the  fupply 

granted  for  the  year  1758  —  —  —        40,5 4<5    ^    <^ 

2.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund,  the  like  fom 
paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
00  the  5th  July,  1778,  of  the  Fund  eftablifhed  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  aft  made  in  the 
18th  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  towards  the  fupply 
granted  for  the  year  1778         —  —  —       98,891     3     8 

Mat  6. 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the 
ftrviceoftheyoar  1778  ,«.  ^  .^       66,744    4     3^ 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  land  tax  f  50,000    o    o 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  malt  tax 


200,000 

0 

0 

656.173 

7 

"i 

—  'S'7»9'6S4 

5 

4 

Total  of  fupplics  •«  —  — 

Wats  and  M&Affs  far  raifing  the  ahovt  Sufplies,  grantea  t  fW# Ma^i 
for  the  Sirvice  oftbt  Tear  1 778. 

DiCBMCER    5,    1778. 

1.  That  the  fum  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound, 
l^no  more,  be  raifed  within  the  (pace  of  one  year, 
lirom  the  twenty- fifth  day  of  March,  one  thoufand 
jeven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  upon  lands,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments,  penfions,  ofiices,  and  per- 
Ibnal  cilates,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  Wales,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed ;  and  that  a  proportionable  cefs,  according ' 
to  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  union,  be  laid 

upon  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland  2,000,000     o     o 

2.  That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry,  which,  by  an  a6l  of  parliament  of  the  eigh- 
teenth year  of  his  prefent  Majefty 's  reign,  have  con- 
tinuance to  the  twenty- fourth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 

iand    fevcn    hundred  and  feventy-nine,    be   further  * 

'  continued,  and  charged   upon  *  all  malt  which   fhali 
be  made,  and  all  mum  which  (hall  be  made  or  im- 

Srted,  and  all  cyder  and  perry  which  fhall  be  made 
r  fale,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  from 
<hc  twenty- third  day  of  June,  one  thoufiind  feven 
hundred  and  feventv-nine,  to  the  twenty-fourth  day 
l>f  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty  750,000     o     o 

February  75,  1779. 
That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  the  Aim  of  7,000,000!.  be  raifed  by  an. 

naitieij 
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nuities,  and  the  further  fum  of  490,000!.  by  a  lot- 
tery,  in  manner  following ;  that  is  to  fay. 

That  every  contributor  to  the  faid  7,000,000!. 
fhall,  for  every  100 1.  contributed,  be  entitled  to  an 
annuity  after  the  rate  of  3 1,  per  cent,  per  ann. 
redeemable  bv  .parliament;  and  alfo  to  a  further 
annuity  of  3 1.  15  s.  per  cent,  per  ann.  to  conti- 
nue for  a  certain  term  of  twenty-nine  years«  and 
then  to  ceafe ;  the  faid  annuity  of  3 1.  per  cent, 
and  of  3I.  15  s.  per  cent,  to  commence  from  the 
15th  day  of  January,  I779»  and  to  be  payable  and 
transferrable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  and  to  be  paid 
half  yearly  on  the  5  th  day  of  July,  and  the  5th  day 
of  January  in  every  year,  and  (hall  be  charged  and 
chargeable  upon,  and  payable  out  of,  a  fund  to'i>e 
eftablifhed  in  this  feffion  of  parliament  for  payment 
thereof,  and  for  which  the  finking  fund  ftiali  be  a 
collateral  fecurtcy : 

That  every  contributor,  or  his  or  her  rcprefenta- 
tive,  who  (hall  chufe  to  have  and  receive  a  life  an* 
nuity  inllead  of  the  faid  annuity  of  3 1.  15  s.  per 
cent,  per  ann.  to  continue  for  a  certain  term  of 
twenty-nine  years  as  aforefaid,  fhall,  upon  com- 
pleting the  whole  of  his  or  her  contribution  money, 
and  fignifying  fuch  his  or  her  intention  to  the  chief 
ca(hier  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of 
England,  have  a  certificate  iigned  hy  him  the  faid 
calhier,  cxpreffing  the  fum  To  paid  by  fuch  contri- 
butor,  or  his  or  her  reprefcntativc,  and  the  annuity 
after  the  rate  of  3I.  15  s.  per  cent,  per  ann.  to 
which  fuch  perfon  is  entitled  in  refpc^  of  the  fame ; 
and  (hall,  upon  producing  fuch  cet^tiHcate  to  the 
auditor  oi  tiie  receipt  of  his  Majefty's  Exchequer, 
at  any  time  on  or  before  the  zzd  day  of  December 
next,  have  and  be  entitled  to  a  like  annuity,  aft^ 
the  rate  of  3  1.  15  s.  per  cent,  per  ann.  to  be  paid 
at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  commence  from 
the  5th  day  of  January,  17799  and  to  be  paid  and 
payable  half  yearly,  on  the  5th  day  of  July  and  the 
5ih  day  of  January  in  every  year,  during  the  life 
of  'fuch  nominee  as  he  or  (he  (hall  appoint  at  the 
time  of  deliverii^g  fuch  certificate  to  the  faid  audi- 
tor of  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  the  faid 
fund  to  be  e(labli(hed  in  this  fefiion  of  parliameDt» 
and  for  which  tne  finking  fund  is  to  be  a  collateral 
fecurity : 

That  every  contributor  towards  raifing  the  fom 
of  7,oco,oool.   ihallj  for  every  ^oool.  by  him  or 

4  her 
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her  contributed,  be  entitled  to  feven  tickets  in  a 
lottery  to  confift  of  49,000  tickets,  amounting,  to 
490,000).  upon  payment  of  the  further  fum  of  10 1. 
for  each  ticket;  the  faid  490,000!.  to  be  didributed 
into  prizes  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
fortunate  tickets  in  the  faid  lottery,  which  fhall  be 
paid  in  money  at  the  bank  X)f  England  to  fuch  pro- 
prietors, upon  demand,  as  foon  atter  the  iftday  of 
March,  1780,  as  certificates  can  be  prepared,  without 
any  dedudion  whatfoever : 

That  every  contributor  Ihall,  on  or  before  the  zd 
of  March  next,  make  a  depofit  of  15  1.  per  cent,  on 
foch  fum  as  he  or  fhe  (hall  chufe  to  fublcribe  to- 
wards raifing  the  faid  fum  o£  7,000,000!.  with  the 
chief  cafhier  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  bank  of  England ;  and  alfe  a  depofit  of 
15  1.  per  cent,  with  the  faid  cafhier  or  cafhiers,  in 
part  of  the  monies  to  be  contributed  towards  raifing 
ihe  faid  fum  of  490.000 1.  by  a  lottery  ;  as  a  fecu- 
lity  for  making  the  future  payments,  refpeAively, 
on  or  before  the  days  or  times  hereinafter  limited ; 
that  is  to  fay,  on  7,000,000!.  for  annuities,  10 1. 
per  cent,  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  April  next; 
15  1.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  May 
jRCxt;  10 1.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  25th  day  of 
June  next;  15  I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  23d  day 
cf  July  next;  15  I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  27th 
day  of  Augiifl  next;  10 1.  per  cent,  on  or  before 
liie  22dday  of  Oflober  next;  10 1.  percent,  on  or  be- 
fore the  19th  day  of  November  next.  On  the  lottery 
for  490,000!.  20 1,  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  9th 
day  of  April  next;  25  1.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
7th  day  of  May  next;  20!.  per  cent,  on  or  before 
rhe  nth  d.iy  of  June  next;  20 1.  per  cent,  on  or  be- 
fore the  8th  diy  of  October  next  : 

That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  received  by  the 
faid  chief  cafhier  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  England,  fhall  hi  paid  into 
the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied  from 
time  to  tmic  to  fuch  fcrvices  as  ihall  then  have  been 
voted  in  this  fefCon  of  parliament : 

That  every  contributor  who  fhall  pay  in  the  whole  of 
his  or  her  contribution  money  towards  the  faid  fum  of 
7,000,000 1.  to  be  contributed  for  annuities  as  afore- 
faid,  at  any  time  before  the  19th  day  of  0(flober  next, 
or  on  account  of  his  or  her  Pnare  in  the  faid  lottery, 
on  or  before  the  8th  day  of  June  next,  fhall  be  al- 
lowed an  intcreii,  by  way  of  difcount,  after  the  rate 
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of,  3 1.  per  cent,  per  ann.  on  the  Aims  fo  complet- 
ing his  or  her  contribution  money,  refpedlively,  to 
be  computed  from  the  day  of  completing  the  fame 
to  the  19th  day  of  November  next,  in  regard  to  the 
fum  to  be  paid  for  the  faid  annuities,  and  to  the  8:h 
day  of  Odober  next,  in  refpcft  of  the  fum  to  be  paid 
on  account  of  the  faid  lottery;  and  that  all  fuch 
perfons  as  (hall  make  their  full  payments  on  the  faid 
lottery,  Ihall  have  their  tickets  delivered  to  them  as 
foon  as  they  can  conveniently  be  made  out : 

That  the  annuities  after  the  rate  of  3 1,  per  cent, 
per  ann.  to  be  payable  in  refpeft  of  the  faid 
7,000,000 1.  to  be  contributed  as  aforefaid,  fliall, 
from  the  time  of  their  commencement,  be  added 
to  and  made  one  joint  (lock  with  the  3  1.  per  cent, 
annuities  confolidated,  per  ads  25th,  28th,  29th, 
3 1 11,  3  2d,  and  33d  Georgii  Ildi.  and  by  fcvcral  fub- 
ifequent  ads,  and  (hall  be  payable  and  transferrable 
at  the  bank  of  England,  and  fubjed  to  redemp- 
tion in  the  fame  manner  as  the  faid  3 1.  per  cent, 
confolidated  annuities  are  paya'ble  and  transferrable 
there,  and  redeemable  by  parliament    —  '    —  7,490,000    o    p 

Mat  6. 
'  That  the  fum  of  fifteen  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  ninety-feven  pounds,  ten  (hillings,  and  five 
pence  farthing,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Ex- 
chequer on  the  5th  day  of  January,,  1779,  of  the 
furpIulTes  of  the  feveral  (lamp  duties  granted  by  the 
ads  of  the  thirty-fecond  year  of  King  George  the 
Second,  and  of  the  fecond  and  fifth  years  of  his 
prefent  Majefly,  for  augmenting  the  falarics  of  the 
judges  of  England  and  Wales,  after  payment  of 
the  feveral  allowances  then  due  and  payable  outof 
the  (ame,  be  granted  to  his  Majefly,  to  be  applied 
to  the  augmentation  of  the  falaries  of  the  chief 
baron  of  the  court  of  Exchequer  at  Weflminfter, 
and  of  the  Puifne  Juftices  of  the  courts  of  King's 
Bench  and  Common  Pleas,  and  the  Puifne  Barons 
of  the  Coif  of  the  court  of  Exchequer  at  Weftmin- 
ller  —  —  —  —  —         15,297   10  si 

June  i. 
..1.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  Majedy,  there  be  iffued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
two  million  fevenry-one  thoufand  right  hundred  and 
fifty  -  four  pounds,  thirteen  (hillings,  and  eight 
pence  halfpenny,  out  of  fucn  monies  as-  have  arifcfi, 
Dr  Ihall  or  may  arife,  of  the  furpIuiTes,  exceiTes,  or 

orerplui 
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overplus  monies^  and  other  revenues,  compofing  the 

fond  commonly  called  the  (inking  fund         —         —  2,071^854  13     8| 

2.  That,  towards  raiftng  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
Majeft/i  the  Aim  of  one  million  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  be  raifed  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills, 
to  be  charged  upon  the  fir  (I  aids  to  be  granted  in 
the  next  feifion  of  parliament;  and  fuch  Exchequer 
bills,  if  not  difcharged,  with  intereft  thereupon, 
on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thoufand  fe- 
ven  hundred  atid  eighty,  to  be  exchanged  and  re- 
ceived in  payment  in  fuch  manner  as  Exchequer 
bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and  received  in 

payment  —  —-  —  -*-  1,500,000    o    O 

3.  That,  towards  raifine  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  Majeftyi  the  further  mm  of  one  million  nine 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  be  raifed  by  loans  or  Ex- 
chequer bills,  to  be  charg^  upon  the  firll  aids  to 
be  granted  in  the  next  fefllon  of  parliament;  and 
foch  Exchequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged,  with  in- 
tereft thereupon,  on  ot  before  the  fifth  day  of  April, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  to  be  ex- 
changed and  received  in  payment  in  fuch  manner 
as  Exchequer  bills  have  umally  been  exchanged  and 

received  in  payment  -^  —  1,900^006    o    3 

4.  That,  towards  raififl?  the  fupply  granted  to 
Ms  Majefty,  there  be  applied  the  lum  of  two  thou- 
fauJ  feven  hundred  fixty-three  pounds  and  one  Ihil- 
ling,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer  on 
the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-nine,  fubjed  to  the  difpofition  of  par- 
liament, exdufive  of  the  furplus   monies   then  re- 

'  maining  of  the  finking  fund  .a.  .^         ..         2,763     o    d 

•^"^■■^■■'^      ■         \* 
Total  of  ways  and  means  —  —    15,729,915     4     i| 

Excefs  of  way 8  and  means  —  -^  260  18     9 


Note,  ^  vcfe  rf'  crtdit  0/  om  million  *iuas  al/b  granted 
tbis/effion,  and  is  cbargid  on  the  next  aids. 

The  additional  public  debt  funded  and  provided 
fbr  this  year,  amounts  to  feven  millions ;  the  intereil 
of  which,  at  j  percent,  per  an  n.  is  —  —     210,000    o    <y 

The  annnity  fbr  twenty-nine  years,  of  3  1.  1 5  s. 
per  cent,  per  ann.  —  —  «     262,500    o    o 


In  all  —  —  ,^  ^     ^  2,(joo 
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This  fum  (by  afls  paflcd  in  puriuancc  of  the  rc- 
fulutions  of  the  I  ft  of  March)  is  propofed  to  be  raifed 
in  the  following  manner : 

An  additional  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  full 
produce  of  the  cxcife  and  cuftoms*  beer  and  ale,  foap» 
candles  and  hides  excepted  -^  —         —      282,109    0»0 

A  tax  on  poib  horfes  of  i  d.  per  horfe  per  mile  164,250    o     o 

An  additional  duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  cambrick  36  000    o    o 


482.359    o    o 


fixcefs  of  taxes       —  •»         ..         ^^         9»^S9    ^    ^ 


STATE 
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His  Maje/iy^s  tnofl  gracious  speech  to 
Both  Hou/es  of  Parliament y  No- 
vember 25th,  1778. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  Have  called  you  together  in  a 
conjundlure      which     demands 
your  mod  ferious  attention. 

In  the  time  of  profound  peace, 
without  pretence  of  provocation  or 
colour  of  complaint,  the  court  of 
France  hath  not  forborne  to  difturb 
the  public  tranquillity,  in  violation 
of  the  'faith   of  treaties,  and  the 

feneral  rights  of  fovereigns,  at  firft 
y  the  clandeftine  fupply  of  arms 
and  other  aid  to  my  revolted  fjb- 
jedls  in  North  America,  afterwards 
by  avowing  openly  their  fupport, 
and  entering  into  formal  engage- 
ments with  the  leaders  of  the  re  - 
bellion,  and  at  length  by  commit- 
ting open  hoftiliticb  and  depreda- 
tions on  my  faithful  fuhjedls,  and 
by  an  adlual  invafion  of  my  do- 
minions in  America  and  tfie  Well 
Indies. 

It  is,  I  truft,  unneceflary  for  me 
to  aflure  you,  that  the  fame  care 
and  concern  for  the  happinefs  of 
my  people,  which  induced  mc  to 
endeavour  to  prevent  the  calami- 
tics  of  war,  will  make  me  defi- 
rous  to  fee  a  relloration  of  the 
bleffings  of  peace,  whenever  it  can 
be  cfredied  with  perfed  honour, 
and  with  fecurity  to  the  rights  of 
th.s  country. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  not 


neglefted  to  take  the  proper  and 
neceflary  mcafures  for  difappoint- 
ing  the  malignant  defigns  of  our 
enemies,  and  alfo  for  making  ge- 
neral reprifals;  and  although  my 
efforts  have  not  been  attended  with 
all  the  fuccefs,  which  the  juftice 
of  our  caufe  and  the  vigour  of  our 
exertions  feemed  to  promife,  yet 
the  exteriiive  commerce  of  my  fub- 
jerts  has  been  protedled  in  mod 
of  its  branches,  and  large  repri- 
fals have  been  made  upon  the  in- 
jurious aggrefibrs,  by  the  vigi- 
lance of  my  fleets,  and  by  the  ac- 
tive and  enterprizing  fpiritofmy 
people. 

The  great  armaments  of  other 
powers,  however  friendly  and  fin- 
cere  their  profeflions,  however  juft 
and  honourable  their  purpofes, 
mufl  necelTarily  engage  our  atten- 
tion. 

It  would  have  afforded  me  very 
great  fatisfadbon  to  have  informed 
/ou,  that  the  conciliatory  mea- 
fures,.  planned  by  the  wifdom  and 
temper  of  parliament,  had  taken 
the  defircd  effedl,  and  brought  the 
troubles  in  North  America  to  a 
happy  conclufion. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  the 
national  honour  and  fecurity  call 
{o  loudly  upon  us  for  the  moft  ac- 
tive exertions,  that  I  cannot  doubt 
'of  your  heartiell  concuirence  and 
fupport.  From  the  vigour  of  your 
councils,  and  the  condud  and  in- 
trepidity of  my  officers  and  forces 
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V>y  Tea  and  land,  I  hope,  under 
the  bkffing  of  God,  to  derive  the 
means  of  vindicating  and  main- 
taining the  honour  of  my  crown, 
and  the  intercfts  of  my  people, 
againll  all  our  enemies. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 
1  will  order  the  proper  cflimates 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year 
to  be  laid  before  you;  and  when 
you  confider  the  importance  of  the 
objcfts  for  which  we  are  contend- 
ing, you  will,  I  doubt  not,  grant 
me  fuch  fupplies  as  you  (liall  judge 
neceflary  tor  the  public  fervice, 
and  adequate  to  the  prcfent  emer- 
gency. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
I  have,  according  to  the  powers 
veiled  in  me  for  that  purpofc,  call- 
ed forth  the  mlliiia,  to  aluit  in  the 
interior  defence  of  this  country ; 
and  I  have,  with  the  grcatcil  and 
trued  fattsfa'^ion,  been  myfclf  a 
vvitnefs  of  that  public  fpirit,  that 
Aeady  ardour,  and  that  love  of 
their  country,  which  animate  and 
unite  all  ranks  of  my  faithful 
fubje^ls,  and  which  cannot  f;iil  of 
making  us  fafe  at  home,  and  re« 
IpcCtcd  abroad. 


The  bumble  Addrefi  cf  the  Lords  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal  in  Parliament 
ajpmbled. 

Moft  Gracioos  Sovereign, 
TT7E,  your  Majefty's  moft  du- 
Vy  tiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in 
Parliameot  aiTemblcd,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majefty  our  iiumblc 
thanks  for  your  moft  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

Vol.  XXII. 


We  have  the  ftrongeft  fenfe  of 
the  importance  of  thofe  objedls 
which  render  the  prefent  conjunc- 
ture; worthy  of  the  moft  fctious  at- 
tention. 

The  difturbancc  of  the  public 
tranquillity  by  the  court  of  France, 
without  pretencq  of  provocaiiun  <t 
colour  of  complaint,  the  clandcf- 
tine  alTillance,  the  avowed  fupport, 
the  formal  engagements  which,  at 
different  periods,  that  court  has 
not  thought  it  inconfiltcnt  with  its 
honour,  to  afford  to  your  Majefty's 
revolted  fubjed^s  in  North  Ame* 
rica,  and  to  conclude  with  the  lead- 
ers of  rebellion,  excite  in  our 
breafts  a  juft  abhorrence  of  the 
violation  of  every  public  principle 
which  fuch  a  condud  manifefts; 
and  a  determination  to  concur  in 
every  meafure,  which  may  enable 
your  Majefty  to  refcnt  with  effeft, 
the  hoftilities  committed  on  your 
faithful  fubjed\s,  and  the  adual 
invafion  of  your  Majefty's  domi- 
nions in  America  and  the  Weft 
Indies. 

We  beg  leave  to  exprefs  our 
grateful  fenfe  of  the  tender  con- 
cern for  the  happinefs  of  your 
people,  which  has  uniformly  in- 
duced your  Majefty  to  endeavour 
toi  prevent  the  calamities  of  war, 
and  will  make  your  Majefty  defi- 
rous  to  fee  the  return  of  peace, 
whenever  it  can  be  cftcdtcd  with 
perfeft  honour  and  fccurity  to  the 
rights  of  this  country. 

At  the  fame  time  we  return  your 
Majefty  our  dutiful  thanks,  for. 
your  great  care  in  taking  the  pro- 
per and  neceftary  meafures  for 
difappointing  the  malignant  de- 
iigns  of  our  enemies,  and  alfo  for 
making  general  reprifals,  and.  for 
the  proteclion  which  has  been  de- 
rived   from   the  vigilance  of  vour 
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Majcfty's  fleets  to  our  cxtenfivc 
commerce,  in  moil  of  its  branches, 
while  that  of  the  enemy  has  ma- 
terially fufFered  by  the  aflive  and 
'enter prizing  fpirit  of  our  fcllow- 
fubjc£ls:  And  we  hope,  although 
your  Majefty's  efforts  have  not  hi- 
therto been  attended  with  all  the 
Aiccefs,  which  the  jufticc  of  our 
caufc,  and  the  vigour  of  our  exer- 
tions, feemed  to  promifc,  that  con- 
fequences  more  adequate  to  both 
may  refult  from  the  animated  exe- 
cution of  firm  and  adtive  councils, 
which  the  time  requires,  and  with 
which  the  fpirited  perfeverance  of 
the  Britifh  nation  has  fo  often  fur- 
mounted  the  greatefl  difficulties. 

It  is  with  concern  we  learn, 
that  the  conciliatory  meafures  of 
parliament  have  not  yet  had  the 
good  effeft  with  your  Majefty's 
revolted  fubjcdls,  which  was  due 
to  the  wifdom  and  temper  with 
which  they  were  planned. 

In  this  iituation  of  affairs,  fully 
fenfible  ^  that  the  national  honour 
an^  fecurity  loudly  calls  for  the 
moft  adlive  exertions,  we  will 
ftrenuoufly  concur  in  fupporting 
your  Majefty,  that,  under  the 
blefling  of  God,  means  may  be 
derived  from  the  condudt  and  in- 
trepidity of  your  Majcfty's  officers 
and  forces,  by  fea  and  land,  and 
the  yet  undaunted  fpirit  of  the  na- 
tion, to  vindicate  and  maintain 
the  honour  of  die  crown,  and  the 
intcrefts  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain. 

We  return  your  Majcfty  our 
cordial  acknowlt  dgnients  for  hav- 
ing called  fcrth  the  militia,  to  af- 
fift  in  the  interior  defence  of  this 
country;  and  it  is  with  joy  and 
exuitaiion  we  hear  the  gracious 
lellimony  your  Majcfty  is  plcafed 
to  b«ar  to  the  pubLc  fpirit^  the 


fleady  ardour,  and  love  of  their 
country,  which  animate  that  na- 
tional force,  and  unite  all  ranks 
of  your  Majcfty's  faithful  fubjedla 
in  giving  fignal  proofs,  to  all  the 
world,  of  a  loyalty  and  zeal  which 
maft  render  as  fafe  at  home  and 
refpeded  abroad. 

Hu  Majefiy*s  Jn/wer. 

My  Lords, 
I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  and 
dutiful  addrefs :  The  2eal  you  (hew 
for  my  honour  and  fupport,  and 
the  firmnefs  and  vigour  you  mani- 
feft  in  the  prefent  conjundlure, 
cannot  fail  to  produce  the  bell 
effc^ls;  it  muft  add  confidence  to 
my  people,  and  encourage  anima- 
ted efforts  to  withftand,  oppofe, 
and  fubdue,  every  hoftile  attack 
upon  the  honour  and  interefts  of  my 
kmgdoms. 


The  humble  Jddrefs  of  the  Hcu/eef 
Commons  to  the  King^ 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majefty's  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjeas, 
the  Commons  of  Great  Briuin  in 
parliament  alTembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majcfty  the  thanks 
of  this  Houfe,  for  your  moft  gra- 
cious fpeech  from  the  throne. 

We  acknowledge  with  the  utmoft 
gratitude  your  Majefty's  paternal 
regard  for  the  happinefs  of  your 
people,  in  your  earneft  and  uni- 
form endeavours  to  preferve  the 
public  tranqurllity,  and  the  good 
faith  and  uprightnefs  of  your  Ma* 
jefty's.  condud  to  all  foreign 
powers;  and  we  afTure  your  Ma- 
jefty,  that  we  have  feen  with  con- 
cern   and   indignation,  that  tran< 
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tjuillity  difturbcd  by  the  court  of 
France,  without  the  leaft  pretence 
of  provocation,  or  colour  of  com- 
plaint; and  we  have,  with  the 
warmcft  emotions  of  refcntmcnt, 
marked  the  progrcfs  of  their  ma- 
lignant defigns  againft  this  country, 
firll  by  a  clandelHne  aid  and  fupply 
of  arms  to  your  Majefty's  revolted 
fubjedls  in  North  America;  after- 
wards, in  violation  of  the  faith  of 
treaties,  and  contrary  to  the  rights 
and  common  intereft  of  every 
fovereign  flate  in  Europe  poflefled 
of  colonies  and  depenclencies,  by 
entering  into  and  avowing  formal 
engagements  with  the  leaders  of 
the  rebellion;  and,  at  length,  by 
committing  open  hoililities  and 
depredations,  and  by  adually  in- 
vading part  of  your  Majefty's  do- 
minions in  America  and  the  Weft 
Indies, 

We  cannot  but  feci  concern  and 
regret,  that  the  meafures  taken  by 
your  Majcfty,  for  difapppinting 
thefe  hoilile  and  malignant  de- 
igns, have  not  been  attended 
with  all  the  fuccefs  which  the 
jufticc  of  the  caufc,  and  the  vi- 
gour of  the  exertions,  feemed  to 
promife;  yet,  we  have  at  the 
fame  time  feen  with  great  faiis- 
fadion,  the  extenfive  commerce 
of  your  Majefty's  fubjeds  proteft- 
ed  in  moft  of  its  branches,  and 
large  reprifals  made  on  the  inju- 
rious aggreflbrs,  by  the  vigilance  of 
.your  Majefty's  fleets,  and  the  adivc 
^irit  of  the  nation. 

It  would  have  given  your  faith- 
ful Commons  the  true  ft  happinefs, 
to  have  received  the  communica- 
tion from  your  Majefty,  that  the 
jail  and  humane  purpofes  of  your 
Majefty  and  your  Parliament,  for 
quieting  the  minds  of  your  re-* 
jrolted  fubjefls,  had  ukenthede« 


fired  efFed,  and  had  brought  the 
troubles  in  North  America  to  a 
happy  conclu  (ion. 

Your  faithful  Commons  do  moft 
heartily  concur  wiiJ—your  Majefty, 
in  the  juft  approbation  you  have 
been  pleafcd  to  exprefs  of  the 
public  fpirit  which  has  fo  confpi- 
cuoufty  animated  all  ranks  of  your 
Majefty's  faithful  fubjeds,  to  ftand 
forth,  at  this  time  of  danger,  in 
the  fervice  of  the  militia,  who,  by 
their  difcipline  and  fteady  perfc- 
verance  in  their  duty,  have  ena- 
bled your  Majefty  to  avail  your- 
felf  of  that  conftitutional  force  for 
the  defence  of  this  country. 

Your  Majefty  may  rely  on  the 
hearty  and  zealous  concurrence 
and  aftiftance  of  your  faithful 
Commons,  in  enabling  your  Ma- 
jefty to  make  the  moft  adlive  and 
vigorous  exertions  by  fea  and  land* 
for  vindicating  and  eftabliftiing 
the  national  honour  and  fecurity; 
and  we  beg  leave  to  declare  our 
ftedfaft  refolution,  and  renew  our 
folemn  aflurances  to  your  Majefty^ 
that  this  Houfc,  convinced  of  the 
importance  of  the  objefls  for  which 
we  are  cQntending,  and  impelled 
by  every  modve  of  duty  and  inte- 
reft that  can  animate  the  hearti 
of  Britons,  will  elTc^ually  aflift 
your  Majefty  in  the  profccution  of 
the  prefent  juft  and  necefiary  war; 
and  that  we  will,  to  the  utmoft  of 
our  power,  fupport  your  Majefty 
againft  all  your  enemies. 


Protests  cft^e  Lords* 

Dii  Lufue,  Decern,  j"". 
Moved, 

THAT  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to 
exprefs  to  his  Majefty  the  difpka- 
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fore  of  this  Houfc,  at  a  certain 
saanifefti  and  proclamation,  dated 
the  third  day  of  October,  1778, 
and  pablifhed  in  Aii'Crica  under 
the  hands  and  feals  of  the  Earl  of 
Carlide,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  KnU 
of  the  Bath,  and  William  Eden, 
Efq;  commiffioners  for  rellcring 
peace  to  the  colonies,  and  coun* 
terfigned  by  Adam  Fergufon,  Efq; 
fecretary  to  the  commiflion;  the 
iaid  manifefto  containing  a  decla- 
ration of  the  following  tenour : 

'*  If  there  be  any  perrons,  who, 
dlvefted   of  midaken  refentments, 
and    uninfluenced   by  Telfifli  inte- 
refls,  reaMy  think  it  is  for  the  be- 
nefit   of  the  colonics,  to  feparate 
themfelvcs    from     Great    Britain, 
and    that    fo  feparated   they  will 
£nd  a  conHicuiioa  more  mild,  more 
free,    and    better    calculated    for 
their    prcfperity,  than  that  which 
they  heretofore  enjoyed,  and  which 
we  are  empowered  and  difpoftd  to 
renew  and  improve ;  with  fuch  per- 
fens  we  will  not  difpute  a  pofition, 
which  feems  to  be  fuflicicntly  con- 
tradicled    by   the  experience  they 
have  had.     But  we  think  it  right 
to   leave  them  fully  aware  of  the 
change  which  the  maintaining  fuch 
a  pofition  mull  make  in  the  whole 
nature   and  future  conduit  cf  this 
war,  more  efpccially  when  to  this 
pofition  is  added  the  pretended  al- 
liance   with   tht;  court  of  France. 
The  policy,  as  well  as  the  benevo- 
lence of  Great  Britain,  have  thus 
far  checked  the  extremes  of  war, 
when  they  tended  td  diflrefs  a  peo- 
ple, (lill  confidered  as  our  fcllow- 
fubjeds,    and  to  defolate  a  coun- 
try,   Ihortlj    to    become  again  a 
fource  of  mutual  advantage:    but 
^hen    that    country  profeiFes  the 
unnataral    defign,    not    only    of 


REGISTER,  1779. 

eftranging  herfelf  from  us,  but  of 


mortgaging  herfelf,  and  her  re- 
fources,  to  cur  enemies,  the  whole 
conteil  is  changed,  and  the  quef- 
tion  is,  how  far  Great  Britain  may, 
by  every  means  in  her  power,  de- 
ilroy  or  render  ufelefs  a  connexion 
contrived  for  her  ruin,  and  for  the 
aggrandizenient  of  France.  Un- 
der fuch  circumftances,  the  laws 
of  felf-prefervation  muil  direA  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain:  and  if 
the  Britiih  colonies  are  to  become 
an  acceffion  to  France,  will  dired 
her  to  render  that  acceffion  of  as 
little  avail  as  poflible  to  her 
enemies.** 

To  acquaint  his  Majelly  with 
the  fenfe  of  this  Houfe,  that  the 
faid  commiflioners  had  no  autho- 
rity whaifocver,  under  the  aft  of 
parliament,  in  virtue  of  which  they 
were  appointed  by  his  Majcfty,  to 
make  the  faid  declaration,  or  to 
make  any  declaration  to  the  fame, 
or  to  the  like  purport,  nor  can 
this  Houfe  be  cafily  brought  to  be- 
lieve that  the  faid  coromiffioners 
derived  any  fuch  authority  from  his 
Majefty*s  inllrudionp. 

Humbly  to  befeech  his  Majelly, 
that  fo  much  cf  the  faid  manifello 
as  contains  the  faid  declaration, 
be  publickly  dif  ivowed  by  his  Ma- 
jelly, as  containing  matter  incon- 
.fiftent  with  the  humanity  and  ge- 
nerous courage  which,  at  all  tiroes, 
have  difHnguifhcd  the  Britifh  na- 
tion, fubverfive  of  the  maxim » 
which  nave  been  eftabliihed  among 
Chrillian  and  civilized  communi- 
ties, derogatory  to  the  dignity  of 
the  crown  of  this  realm,  tending 
to  dcbafe  the  fpirit,  and  fubftit 
the  difcipline  of  his  Majefly's  ar* 
ffiies,  and  to  expofe  his  Majefty's 
innocent  fubjefts,  in  all  parts  of. 
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his  dominions,  to  cruel  and  ruinoas 
recaliations. 

After  a  long  debate,  the  queftion 
was  put,  and  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive. Contents  37.  Non-contents 
7 1,  including  proxies. 

DifTentient, 
id.  fiecaufe  the  public  law  of 
nations,  in  affirmance  of  the  dic- 
tates of  nature,  and  the  precepts 
of  revealed  religion,  forbids  us  to 
refort  to  the  extremes  of  war  upon 
our  own  opinion  of  their  expe- 
dicncy,  cr  in  any  cafe  to  carry  on 
war  for  the  purpofe  of  dcfolation. 
We  know  that  the  '•^ghis  of  war 
are  odious  and  inllead  of  being 
extended  upon  loofe  conflrudions 
and  fpeculationsofdangcr,  ought  to 
be  bound  up  and  limited  by  all  the 
redraints  of  the  moit  rigorous  con- 
ilruftion.  Wcf  arc  fliocked  to  fee  the 
firft  law  of  nature,  felf- prefer vation, 
perverted  and  abufedinto  a  princi- 
ple dcftrudlive  of  all  other  laws; 
and  a  rule  laid  down,  by  which  our 
own  fafccy  is  rendered  incompati- 
ble with  the  prolpcrity  of  mankind. 
Tiiol'e  objedts  of  war,  which  can- 
not be  compaflj^d  by  fair  and  ho- 
nourable holHlity,  ought  not  to 
be  compailed  at  all.  An  end  that 
has  no  means,  but  fuch  as  are  un- 
lawful, is  an  unlawful  end.  The 
manifeflo  cxprefsly  founds  the 
change  it  announces  from  a  quali- 
iied  and  mitigntcd  wnr,  to  a  war 
of  extremity  and  defolation,  on  a 
certainly  that  the  provinces  mud 
be  independent,  and  mud  become 
an  acceiiion  to  the  Ihtngth  of  an 
enemy.  In  the  midft  of  the  cala- 
mities, by  which  our  lof^  of  em- 
pire has  been  preceded  and  ac- 
cumpniiicd ;  in  the  midll  of  our 
apprehenfions  for  the  farther  cala- 
Siiiies    which    impend  over  us«  it 


is  a  matter  of  fre(h  grief  and  accu- 
mulated fbame,  to  fee  from  a  com* 
million  under  the  great  feal  of  this 
kingdom,  a  declaration  for  defo* 
lating  a  vail  continent,  folely  be- 
caufe  we  had  not  the  wifdom  to 
retain,  or  the  power  to  fubdue  it. 

£dly.  Becaufe  the  avowal  of  a 
deliberate  purpofe  of  violating  the 
law  of  nations  mud  give  an  alarm 
to  every  date  in  Europe.  All 
commonwealths  have  a  concern 
in  that  law,  and  are  its  natura) 
avengers.  At  this  time,  furround- 
ed  by  enemies,  and  deditute  of  all 
allies,  it  is  not  neceiTary  to  fharpen 
and  embitter  the  bodility  of  de* 
clared  foes,  or  to  provoke  the  en- 
mity of  neutral  dates.  We  truft 
that  by  the  natural  itrength  of  this 
kingdom,  we  are  fecured  from  g 
foreign  conqued,  but  no  nation  if 
fecured  from  the  invafion  and  in- 
curdonsL  of  enemies.  And  it  feems 
to  us  the  height  of  frenzy,  as  well  as 
wickednefs,  to  expofe  this  country 
to  cruel  depredations,  and  other 
outrages  too  diocking  to  mention 
(but  which  are  all  contained  in  tim 
idea  of  the  extremes  of  war  and 
dcfolation)  by  edablidiing  a  falfe« 
diamefuU  and  pernicious  maxim^ 
that  where  we  have  no  intereft  to 
prefervc,  we  are  called  upon  by 
ncceflity  to  dedioy.  This  king- 
dom has  long  enjoyed  a  profound 
internal  peace,  and  has  Houridied 
above  ail  others  in  the  arts  and 
enjoyments  of  that  happy  date. 
it  has  been  the  admiration  of  the 
World  for  its  cultivation  and  its 
plenty:  for  the  comforts  of  the 
poor,  lite  fplendor  of  the  rich, 
and  the  content  and  profperiiy  of 
all.  This  iituation  of  fafcty  ma/ 
be  attributed  to  the  greatnefs  of 
our  power.  Ii  is  more  becoming, 
and    more  true»  tliat  we  ought  to 
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attribute  that  fafety,  and  the  power 
which  procured  it^  to  the  ancient 
jafHce»     honour,     humanity,    and 

fenercfity  of  this  kinp:dom,  which 
rought  down  the  blefling  of  Pro- 
vidence on  a  people  who  made 
their  profpericy  a  benef.t  to  the 
world,  and  intereiled  all  nations 
in  their  fortune,  whofe  example  of 
mildnefs  and  benignity  at  once  hu- 
manized others,  and  rendered  it- 
felf  inviolable.  In  departing  from 
thofe  folid  principles,  and  vainly 
trulHng  to  the  fragility  of  human 
force,  and  to  the  efficacy  of  arms, 
rendered  impotent  by  their  per- 
verfion,  we  lay  down  principles, 
and  furnifti  examples  of  the  moil 
atrocious  barbarity.  We  are  to 
dread  that  all  our  power,  peace, 
and  opulence  (hould  vaniih  like  a 
dream,  and  that  the  cruelties 
which  we  think  fafe  to  exercife, 
becaufe  their  immediate  object  is 
remote,  be  brought  to  the  coalls, 
perhaps  to  the  bofom  of  this  king- 
dom. 

3dly.  Becaufe,  if  the  explana- 
^n  given  in  debate,  be  exprcffive 
W  the  true  fenfe  of  the  article  in 
the  manifefto,  fuch  explanation 
ought  to  be  made,  and  by  as  high 
authority  as  that  under  which  the 
Exceptionable  article  was  originally 
pubiiQied.  The  natural  and  ob- 
vious fenfe  indicates,  that  the  ex« 
tremes  of  war  had  hitherto  been 
checked;  that  his  Majefly's  gene- 
rals had  hitherto  foreborne  (upon 
principles  of  benignity  and  policy) 
to  defolate  the  country;  but  that 
the  whole  nature^  and  future  con- 
du^  of  the  war  muft  be  changed 
Jn  order  to  render  the  American 
acceffior.  of  as  little  avail  to  France 
is  pcflible.  This,  in  our  appre- 
bcn/ion^  cbnveys  a  menace  of  car- 


rying the  war  to  extremes  and  to 
defolation,  or  it  means  nothing. 
And  as  fome  fpeeches  in  tlie  H^)ufe 
(however  palliated)  and  as  fome 
afts  of  fmgular  cruelty,  and  per- 
fc«31y  conform  ible  to  the  apparent 
ideas  in  the  manifedo,  have  lately 
been  exercifed,  it  becomes  the 
more  necefiary,  for  the  honour  and 
fafety  of  this  nation,  that  this  ex- 
planation (hould  be  made.  As  it 
is  refufed,  we  have  only  to  clear 
onrfelves  to  our  confciences,  to 
our  country,  to  our  neighboar&» 
and  to  every  individual  who  may 
fufFer  in  confequence  of  this  atro- 
cious menace,  of  all  part  in  the 
guilt,  or  in  the  evils  that  may  be- 
come its  punilhment.  And  we 
chufe  to  draw  ourfelves  out,  and 
to  diftinguiih  ourfelves  to  pofterity, 
as  not  being  the  firft  to  renew,  to 
approve,  or  to  tolerate,  the  return 
of  that  ferocity  and  barbarilm  ia 
war,  which  a  beneficent  religion, 
and  enlightened  manners,  and  true 
military  honour,  had  for  a  long 
time  banifhed  from  the  ChriHian 
world. 
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Die  Veneris,  Apr,  ^l^^^. 

Moved, 

•THAT  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
that  he  will  be  gracioully  pleafed 
to  remove  the  Right  Hon.  John 
Earl  of  Sandwich,  firft  commil- 
iioner  for  executing  the  office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  one  of  his  Majedy's  moil 
honourable  privy  council*  from 
the  faid  office  of  firft  Lord  Com- 
miffioner  of  the  Admiralty.'* 

After  much  debate,  the  queftion 
was  put,  and  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive. Contents  39.  Non-con- 
tents 78. 

DiiTentient, 
Becaufe,  as  it  is  highly  becom- 
ing this  great  council  of  the  na- 
tion to  addrefs  his  Majefty  for  the 
removal  of  any  Minifter  for  ncgledl 
of  duty  or  incapacity,  in  order  to 
prevent  public  detriment;  fo  we 
conceive  the  notoriety  of  the  fa^ts 
in  this  debate  fufficiently  warrants, 
and  the  prefent  alarming  fi.tuation 
of  public  affairs  loudly  calls  for, 
this  mterpofition. 

Abingdon,  Bolton, 

Courtenay,  Harcourt 

Craven,  Grafton, 

King,  Fitzwilliam, 

Fortefcue,  Richmond, 

Spencer,  Stamford, 

Ferrers,  Kffingham, 

Manchefter,  Portland, 

Rockingham,  Camden, 

Briftol,  '         Egremont, 

Scarborough*  Pembroke, 

Radnor,  De  Ferrars, 

Wycombe. 

DiiTentient, 
Becaufe,  having  made  the  mo- 
^OD  dladed  to  in  the  above  diflentj 


I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to 
let  pofterity  know  the  particular 
grounds  I  made  that  motion  upon. 

id.  Becaufe,  fince  the  year 
1771,  there  has  been  6,917,872]. 
5  s.  o|.  granted  for  naval  purpofes, 
more  than  was  granted  in  an  equal 
number  of  years,  between  175 1 
and  1759,  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy, 
although  we  had  been  four  years 
at  war  with  France  within  that 
period. 

.  2dly.  Becaufe  the  navy  of  Eng- 
land appears  to  be  reduced  from 
what  it  was  in  the  year  1771,  when 
the  prefent  firft  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty fucceeded  to  the  head  of  that 
board,  notwithftanding  the  im- 
menfe  fums  granted  for  its  fupport 
and  increafe  fince  that  time. 

3dly.  Becaufe  it  appears,  after 
having  received  fuch  repeated  in- 
telligence as  hath  be^n  acknow- 
ledged to  have  been  received  from 
the  3d  of  January,  1778,  to  the 
27 1 h  of  April  followinsf,  of  the 
equipment  and  progress  of  the 
Toulon  fquadron,  to  their  failing 
on  the  13th  of  April,  1778;  the 
not  lending  a  fqundron  into  the 
Mediterranean,  to  watch  the  mo- 
tions of,  and  endeavour  to  inter- 
cept, the  faid  French  fquadron 
from  pafiing  the  Straits,  nor  fend- 
ing any  reinforcement  to  Vice  Ad- 
miral Lord  Howe,  or  even  dif- 
patching  Vice-Admiral  Byron  till 
the  9th  of  June,  1778,  was  ex- 
pofing  the  fleet  as  well  as  army 
of  England,  then  employed  in 
America,  to  a  very  fupcrior  force  of 
France. 

4thly.  Becaufe  it  appears  the 
fending  of  Admiral  Kcppel  off 
Breft  the  13th  of  June  with 
twenty  fail  of  the  line,'  when  the 
Lords  Commifiioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty kaew,  Qt  ought  to  have 
[n  4  knowBji 
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known «  that  tnc  Frcr.ch  fie«t  tSea 
a^toally  ac  Krcil,  and  fiu'tng  for 
fea,  conHiied  of  32  fr.ips  oi  the 
Hne,  befides  many  heavy  frigates, 
night  have  beto  productive  at  that 
time  of  tne  moll  fatal  Cunfcquences 
to  the  only  couuderable  naval 
Ibrce  this  kingdom  had  then  ready 
for  its  protection,  but  alfo  to  the 
trade,  and  even  the  ports  of  thefe 
kingdoms.  And  if  Admiral  Kcj>- 
pel  had  remained  with  his  20  fail 
of  the  line  off  Bred,  he  mud  wi(h 
thofe  (hips  have  engaged  the 
French  fleet  of  30  fail  of  the  line, 
who  failed  on  the  8th  of  July,  as 
Admiral  Keppel  cculd  not  get  the 
reinforcement  even  of  four  Ihips  of 
the  line  to  join  him  till  the  9ih 
of  July,  altftough  he  was  then  at 
ah  Helens  for  tha:  purpofe. 

jth'.y.  Becaufe  it  appears  we 
lofl  that  valuable  ifland  of  Domi- 
nica, for  want  of  timely  reinforce- 
ments and  proper  inflrudlions  beirg 
fent  to  Admiral  Barrington. 

6ihiy.  Bccaule,  for  want  of  the 
fmallcll  naval  force  being  fent  to 
the  coail  of  Africa,  ^e  have  alfo 
lufl  the  valuable  Uation  of  Senegal, 
which  might  in  time,  with  proper 
fittenticn,  have  opened  new  mar- 
kets for  our  drooping  manufac- 
tures. 

7thly.  Becaufe  it  appears  that 
the  Admiralty,  without  any  deli- 
beration whaifoever,  having  fo  pre- 
cipitately ordered  a  court-martial 
upon  a  commander  in  chieK,  of 
great  rank  and  character,  which 
Admiral  Keppel  bears  in  his  Ma- 
'  jeily's  fleet,  was  frulUaiirg  the  fa- 
inrary  intentions  of  that  difcrc- 
tionary  power,  lodged  by  the  con ili- 
luiion  in  the  lord*  commiffioners  for 
executing  the  ofiice  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Great  Britain,  where- 
by all  malicious  and  ili-founded 
6 


charrc?  .'bvahomfoever  exhibited) 
may  be  a\o:Jcd,  ard  the  union  ard 
difci pi inc  of  the  fer vice  not  inier- 
rupted. 

Bristol. 


ymne  I'^tb  tht foU^iv'tng  hiejfage  *u:as 
j'ent  hy  the  King  to  hub  Hoajts  nf 
Parliament, 

GKORGE  R. 

THE  ambaiTador  of  the  King 
cf  Spain  h2\ing  delivered 
a  paper  to  Lord  \  ilcount  Wey- 
mouth, and  iignificd  that  he  has  re- 
ceived orders  from  his  court,  imme- 
diately to  withdraw  from  this  coun- 
try ;  his  Majclly  has  judged  it  necef- 
fary  to  dired  a  copy  of  that  paper  to 
be  laii  before  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament, as  a  matter  of  the  higheft 
importance  to  the  crown  and  peo-  «> 
pie;  and  his  Majcily  acquaints 
them  ac  the  fame  time  that  he  has 
found  himfelf  obliged,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  hoflile  declaration,  to 
recal  his  ambaiTador  from  M:;drid. 

His  Maj cfty  declares,  in  the 
moll  folemn  manner,  that  his  de- 
fire  to  prefcrve  and  to  cultivate 
peace  and  friendly  intcrcourfe  with 
the  court  of  Spain,  has  been  uni- 
form and  iincere;  and  that  his 
condud  towards  that  power  has 
been  guided  by  no  other  motives 
or  principles  than  thofe  of  good 
faith,  honour,  and  juflicc;  and 
his  Majefty  fees  with  the  greater 
furprife  the  pretences  on  which 
this  declaration  is  grounded,  as 
fome  of  the  grievances  enumerated 
in  that  paper  have  never  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  his  Majefty,  ei- 
ther by  reprcfentation  on  the  part 
of  the  Catholick  King,  or  by  in- 
telligence from  any  other  quarter ; 
and  in  all  thofe  cafes  where  appli- 
'  catioM 
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canons  have  been  received*  the 
matter  of  complaint  has  been  treat- 
ed with  the  utmod  attention,  and 
put  into  a  courfe  of  enquiry  and 
redrefR. 

His  Majefty  has  the  firmeft  con- 
fidence, that  his  parliament  wil]> 
with  that  zeal  and  public  fpiric 
which  he  has  fo  ot'cen  experienced , 
fupport  his  Majefty  in  his  refolu- 
tion«  to  exert  all  the  power,  and 
all  the  rciburces  of  the  nation,  to 
refill  and  repel  any  hoilile  attempts 
of  the  court  of  Spain ;  and  that, 
by  the  bielfing  of  God,  on  the  rec- 
titude of  his  intentions,  and  the 
equity  of  his  caufe,  his  Majefty 
will  be  able  to  with  Hand  and  de- 
feat the  unjuit  and  dangcroiis  cn- 
terprifes  of  his  enemies,  againd 
the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the 
commerce,  the  rights,  and  the 
common  inters iU  of  all  his  fub- 
jefts. 


yX/  humhie  Addrcfs  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  in  Parliament  a£em- 
bltd. 

«•  Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  ^fajelly's  moll  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Teniporal,  in 
parliament  ^iiTembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  Majjlly  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  moll  gracious  mef- 
(age,  and  communication  of  the 
paper  delivered  to  Lord  Vifcount 
Weymouth  by  the  ambaflador  of 
ihe  King  of  Spain,  which  we  cao- 
not  but  confider  as  a  matter  of  the 
•Jtiighed  importance  to  your  Ma- 
jeiiy*$  crown  and  people;  and  for 
acquainting  us,  that  in  confe- 
quence  otthis  holUlo  declaration, 
^our  Majefty   had  found  yourfclf 


obliged  to  give  orders  to  your  am- 
baflador to  withdraw^  from  that 
court. 

We  beg  leave  to  aflure  your 
Majefty^  that  among  the  many 
proofs  we  have  received  of  your 
Majelly's  conftant  care  and  con- 
cern for  the  fafety  and  happinefa 
of  your  people>  your  Majefty'i 
declaration  of  your  fincere  deflra 
to  preferve  and  to  cultivate  peace 
and  friendly  intcrcourfe  with  tho 
court  of  Spain,  cannot  fail  toin- 
fpire  us  with  the  highcft  fcntU 
ments  of  gratitude  and  attach- 
ment; and  that,  animated  bjr 
your  Majefty's  example,  we  will, 
with  unfhalvcn  fidelity  and  refolu- 
tion,  and  with  our  |ives  and  for- 
tunes, (land  by  ai^  fupport  your 
Majcily  againft  all  ^e  hoilile  de- 
iigns  and  attempts  9/  your  enemies 
againft  the  honour  of  your  crown, 
and  the  righis  and  common  in- 
terefls  of  aU  your  Majedy's  fab- 
jccb.'' 

Upon  the  motion  for  the  above 
addrefs,  an  amendment  was  pro- 
pofed  by  adding  the  following 
words : 

«'  That  in  a  moment  fo  critical 
as  that  which  now  prefents  itfelf 
to  the  conflderation  of  parliament, 
the  mod  awful  this  country  has 
ever  experienced,  it  would  be  de- 
ceiving his  Majedy,  and  the  na- 
tion, if  at  the  fame  time  that  wc 
lament  the  fatal  cfFeft  of  thofc 
councils,  which,  by  dividing  and, 
wading  the  force  of  the  empire 
by  civil  wars,  incited  our  natural 
enemies  to  take  advantage  of  out: 
weak  and  didra^d  condition; 
were  we  not  to  reprefent  to  his 
Majedy,  that  the  only  means  of 
redding  the  powerful  combination 
that  now  threatens  this  country, 
will  be  by  a  total  change  of  that 

fydem 
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fyllem  that  has  involved  as  in  oar 

Irefent  difEcuities  in  America,  in 
reland,  and  at  home;  by  fach 
means,  attended  t^ith  pradent  ceco- 
nomy^  and  9  doe  exertion  of  the 
forces  of  a  free  and  united  people, 
we  trod  that  bis  Majcfty,  with  the 
affiftance  of  Divine  Providence, 
will  be  able  to  withftand  all  his 
enemies,  and  toreltore  Great  Britain, 
to  its  former  refpeded  and  happy 
fitaation.'' 

The  qaeflion  being  pat,  that 
thofe  words  (land  part  of  the  ad- 
drefs,  it  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive. Contents  32.  Non  -  con- 
tents 57. 

DtiTentient, 
Becaufe  the  amendment  pro- 
pofed,  recommending  to  his  Ma* 
jefly  a  change  of  iyttcm  in  the 
principles  and  condud  of  the  war, 
appears  to  us  to  be  warranted  by 
every  coniideration  which  prudence 
and  experience  can  fuggefl,  and  to 
be  called  for  by  the  extreme  mag- 
nitude of  the  dangers  which  fur- 
roand  ns.  The  formal  furrender 
of  all  right  to  tax  North  America, 
propofed  by  the  very  fame  Mini- 
flcrs,  who  at  the  expcnce  o^  fifty 
thou/and  lives,  and  thirty  millions  of 
money,  had  for  three  years  fuccef- 
fively  attempted  to  eltabliih  this 
claim, ,  neccflarily  proves,  either 
that  thofe  principles  of  Icgiflation 
which  they  had  thus  aiTtrted  and 
thus  abandoned  were  .unjuH  in 
themfelves,  or  that  the  whole 
power  of  Great  Britain  under  their 
conduct  was  unable  to  eifefluatc  a 
reafonable  dependency  of  its  own 
colonies.  A  dilemma  difhonour- 
able  to  them  and  ruinous  to  us  ; 
and  which,  whatever  (ide  is  taken, 
proves  them  wholly  undeferving 
of  the  future  confidence  of  n  Sove- 


reign and  a  people  whofe  impliciC 
truil  in  them  (the  largeft  which 
ever  was  rrpofed  by  any  K'ng  or 
any  nation)  they  have  abufed  in  a 
manner  of  which  the  records  of 
parliament,  and  the  calamities  of 
the  nation,  are  but  too  faithful  wit- 
nefles. 

If  the  whole  force  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  aided  by  the 
moil  lavifh  grants,  afTided  by  thir- 
ty thoufar.d  Germans,  unobilruded 
for  a  long  time  by  any  foreign 
power,  has  failed  in  three  cam- 
paigns again  (I  the  unprepared  pro- 
vinces of  North  America;  we 
ihould  hold  ourfelves  equally  un- 
worthy of  all  trail,  if  .ve  were  wil- 
ling to  confide  in  thofe  abilities 
which  have  totally  failed  in  the  fin- 
gle  conteft  with  the  colonies,  for 
refcuing  us  from  the  united  and 
frefh  efforts  of  France  and  Spain, 
in  addition  to  the  fuccefsful  refin- 
ance of  North'America. 

In  fuch  a  (ituation,  a  change  of 
fyflem  appeared  to  us  to  be  our 
indifpenfable  duty  to  advife.  We 
have  confidered  fuch  a  change  as  the 
only  means  of  procuring  that  union 
of  councils,  that  voluntary  effort 
of  CYtry  individual  in  the  empire 
which  is  necefTary  to  be  called  forth 
in  this  hour  of  danger.  We  have 
readily  concurred  in  a  fincere  offer 
of  our  lives  and  fortunes  in  fupport 
of  his  Majcfly  again (l  the  attacks 
of  his  enemies.  Thofe  valuable 
pledges,  both  of  what  is  our  own 
perfonally,  and  of  what  belongs  to 
our  fellow  citizens  (which  ought 
to  be,  and  are  no  lefs  dear  to  us), 
give  us  a  full  right  to  claim  and 
demand  fome  better  fecurity  for 
their  being  employed  with  judg- 
ment and  effed,  for  the  pi»rpoies 
for  which  we  offer  them,  than  can 
be  derived  from  the  opitaons,  in 
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which  all  mankind  concur,  of  the 
total  want  of  capacity  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  Minillers. 

We  have  avoided  recommend, 
ing  any  fpecific  mcafures,  in  order 
not  to  embarrafs  government  in  a 
moment  of  fuch  difficulty :  but 
we  have  no  fcruple  in  declaring, 
that  whatever  may  be  the  future 
conctud  of  Great  Britain  with  rc- 
fpeft  ro  America,  the  colle(fling 
our  force  at  a  proper  time  to  refill 
and  to  ap.noy  our  natural  rivals 
and  ancient  enemies,  feems  to  us 
beyond  a  doubt  to  be  proper  and 
expedient. 

2dly.  We  think  this  advice  the 
more  ieaionable,  becaufc  we  know 
the  obftinate  attachment  of  the 
Minillep  to  tnat  ur.for:una;c  fyC- 
tem,  from  the  fatal  pr^dile^lion  to 
which  they  have  fufFt-rcd  the  fafety 
of  the  (late  to  be  emJangered,  and 
the  naval  ftrength  of  our  power- 
fuU  jealous,  and  natural  rivals  to 
grow  under  their  eyes,  witl.out  the 
Icaft  attempt  at  interruption,  uniil 
It  had  arrived  at  its  prefcnt  alarm 
ing  magnitude,  infidious  combina- 
tion, and  hoftile  dircdion. 

3dly.  This  plan  appears  to  os 
fh-ongly  enforced,  by  the  melan- 
choly condition  in  whicii  the  mif- 
condafl  and  criminal  negleds  of 
the  Miniflers  have  placed  us.—- 
Oar  befl  refources  wafled  and  con- 
iamed;  the  firitifh  empire  rent 
afunder  s  a  combination  of  the 
moft  powerful  nations  formed 
againft  ui,  with  a  naval  fuperio- 
rity  both  in  number  of  (hips  and 
alacrity  of  preparation ;  and  this 
coQotry  now,  for  the  firft  time« 
left  entirely  expofed,  without  the 
aid  of  a  fmgle  ally.  We  (hould 
think  ourfelves  partakers  in  the 
offences  of  the  Minifters,  and  ac- 
feflarics  to  our  own  dcflnidioQ,  if 


we  neglefled  any  po(nble  means  of 
fecuring  a  proper  application  of  all 
the  force  we  have  left,  from  a 
blind  con(idence  in  per(bas,  on 
whofe  account  no  nation  in  Ea« 
rope  will  have  any  confidence  ia 
us.  A  manly  difpofition  in  par- 
liament to  apply  the  national  wif- 
dom  to  the  cure  of  the  national 
didempersy  would  reftore  our  cre- 
dit and  rep'Jtation  abroad,  and 
induce  foreign  nations  to  court 
that  alliance  which  they  now  By 
from ;  would  invigorate  our  exer- 
tions at  home ;  and  call  forth  the 
full  operation  of  that  Britiih  fpirit 
which  has  fo  often,  under  the  di- 
re iHn  oi  wife  counfel  and  a  pro- 
tecting Providence,  proved  fupenor 
to  numbers;  but  which  can  have 
no  exigence  but  from  a  well-found- 
ed opinion,  that  it  it  to  be  exerted 
under  Miniflers  and  commanders 
who  poifefs  the  efleem  aind  afFedlioQ 
of  the  people. 

We  have  in  vain  called  for  fome 
plan  on  which  to  build  better  hopes» 
or  for  fome  reafon  for  adhering  to 
the  prefent  fy  ilem. 

We  have  in  vain  requeded  to 
know  what  have  been  the  circum- 
fiances  of  the  mediation,  what  are  ' 
the  grievances  complained  of  by 
the  Spani(h  court,  in  order  that 
we  may  weigh  the  judice  of  that 
war  in  which  we  are  going  to  en-  ' 
gage,  on  which  foundation  alone 
we  can  rely  for  the  protedUon  of 
Providence. 

We  have  urged  the  neceffity  of 
the  great  council  of  the  nation  con- 
tinmng  to  fit,  that  his  Majeftjr 
may  not  be  deprived  of  the  advice 
of  parliament  in  fach  a  difficult 
criiis. 

All  thefe  reprefentations  have 
been  met  with  a  fallen  and  un(a- 
tisfadiory  fiience;  which  ^ves  ut 

bat 
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but  too  much  reafon  to  conclude^ 
that  Mlnrd'^Ti  mean  to  perfevcre 
in  that  unhappy  courA:,  wiiicli  has 
been  the  caufe  of  all  our  ir.i&for- 

tBOCS. 

.  After  doing  oar  ottnofl  to  awaken 
the  Houfc  to  a  bcticr  fcnfe  of  things, 
we  take  this  method  of  clearing 
ourfdves  of  the  coniequences  which 
muft  reftilt  from  the  continuance  of 
fsch  Dieafures. 


Richmond, 

Mancheftcr, 

Abergavenny* 

Effingham, 

Derby, 

Ferrers, 

Dc  Ferrari, 

King, 

Harcourt, 

Portland, 

Kockirgham, 

Radnor, 

Sjarlujrough, 

Covcntrv, 

Fonlonby, 

Hereford, 

Dcvonihire, 

Foley. 

tgrtmont. 

Die  Mar/is,  29**  yum'i,  1779. 
THE  bill  for  the  mere  effcc- 
toally  manning  the  navy  was  read 
a  third  time.  Then  an  aniendment 
kkiing  propofcd  to  be  made  thereto ; 
tUP  iiimc  was  objcdt^d  10  after  a 
k>fi^  debate.  1  he  quellion  was 
pat  therrupon.  Kelolved  in  -  the 
aiiirmaiive.  Then  it  was  moved 
10  re-commii  tne  biil.  The  qucf- 
tion  was  put  tlicreupon.  Refolvcd 
ii>  the  negative.  Contents  24. 
Non-conientft  50. 

Di/Tcniient, 
Becaufe  the  re- commitment  of 
this  bill,  which  was  moved,  bat 
which  the  Houfe  has  thought  pro- 
j>cr  to  negative,  appeared  to  us 
to  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the 
introdudion  of  Tuch  alterations  as 
might,  we  hope,  hs^c  enabled  the 
Houfe  to  concur  unanimoufly  in 
the  lufpcnfion  of  thofe  atis  of  par- 
Hamcnt  which  Hand  in  the  way  of    which,'    in  ^Uic'  prcfbiiriDftancci 


the  extraordinary  fupply  cf  rr.cn 
wanted  fcr  cquippinr^  the  E>et  on 
the  prcicnt  crr.ergency;  an  unani- 
mity at  tiiii  t.-ne  is  certainly  de- 
firable,  which  wz  have  (hewn  our 
readinu-rs  to  procuce,  by  offering 
to  acquiejce  in  mcafures  ofcor.fi- 
derable  harciTiip  a-.^d  oppreiTion,  on 
account  of  liie  dcpiorabie  fiiuation, 
to  which  this  country  :s  reduced  ; 
although  that  fituaiion,  fo  far 
from  bcfing  imputable  to  ub,  i-.  to 
be  afcribed  folely  to  that  obliinaie 
adherence  to  a  fyllciT.,  of  which 
we  have  conftanily  foretold  the 
confcquences  we  npw  (o  unhappily 
experience. 

We  wiflied  in  the  committee  not 
to  have  fuffered  the  day  of  the 
commencement  of  this  bill  to  re- 
main,  as  it  now  Hands  the  fix- 
teenih  of  the  prcfent  month,  a  pe- 
riod antecedent  by  fourteen  days 
to  the  p:iffing  of  this  biil,  whereby 
it  has  a  retrofpciVne  operation, 
and  becomes  an  ex  foft  fado  law, 
contrary  to  Ks^xy  principle  of  juf- 
tice,  contrary  to  parliamentary 
faith,  ai.d  cunirary  to  true  po- 
licy. 

VVe  wilhed  10  have  accompanied 
this  alteration  in  the  committee, 
with  an  ad  of  indemnity  for  the 
avowed  breach  of  the  laws  now  in 
being;  we  c  ftercd  to  jconfcnt  to 
this  indemnity  in  the  fulleft  man- 
ner that  could  be  wlOied,  although 
the  proofs  we  rcpc.ittdiy  caL'cd 
for,  of  tl:e  extent  oi  the  benent, 
were  retufed;  proofs  which  we 
did  not  require  to  be  attended  with 
that  degree  of  flrictnefs  whicii 
could  render  it  JifHcult  to  produ  e 
them;  proofs,  which  in  common 
cafes,  from  an  eCcntial  part  of  tiie 
grounds  on  which  the  ir.frador  of 
law    is  to  be  iavcd   harmlefh,  but 
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¥,t  would  have  difpenfed  with  in 
favour  of  the  intention. 

We  wifh,  by  no  means,  to  dif- 
courage  future  miniflers  from  extra- 
ordinary exertions,  when  warrant- 
ed by  fuflicient  neceflity;  but  we 
think  it  due  to  the  digui'.y  of  par- 
liament, as  well  as  to  tiic  fafety  of 
the  conlliiution,  on  all  occafions, 
but  more  efpccially  where  the  par- 
liamentary faiih  has  been  fo  deep- 
ly pledged,  to  give  to  adls  of  in- 
demnity all  poflible  folcnmiiy,  that 
they  may  never  come  to  be  confi- 
dcred  as  a^s  of  Hght,  but  as  z€ts 
of  the  laft  neceflity;  recognizing 
upon  the  face  of  them  the  force  of 
the  law,  and  dating,  as  far  as  the 
occaiion  will  admit,  tiie  neceflity 
of  the  violation.  A  prcccdertt  in 
puint  ftands  in  the  ftatutc  book, 
7  Geo.  III.  chap.  7.  aiKi  we  can 
fee  no  rcafon  why  it  has  not  been 
prccifely  followed. 

In  diredl  oppofition  to  this  pre- 
cedent, the  prefent  bill  does  not  in 
the  title,  preamble,  or  in  any  part, 
dired>ly  mark  its  inte/ mediate  ob- 
jcA;  it  no  where  dire61y  recog- 
i.izes  the  power  of  the  law;  it  no 
where  ftates  the  neceflity,  nor  the 
•obtainable  advantage,  which  can 
alone  juftify  the  proceeding;  both 
the  vioLiiion  itUlf,  an:!  the  indem- 
nity it  is  to  ob:ain,  come  only  in- 
cidentally and  indirefiiy  under  the 
lall  claufc.  It  has  been  hurried 
through  parliament  in  a  moil  un- 
common manner,  and  cftablilhes  a 
new,  dangerous,  and  moil  aLrming 
precedent. 

Such  an  a£l  of  indemnity  as  was 
propofed,  would  have  prcfervcd 
the  principle  that  laws  are  facrrfd, 
that  nothing  Icfs  than  the  legifl^- 
tivc  power  itfelf  can  prctfct  thoL- 
who  infringe  them,  and  that  fuch 


protection  is  given  only  in  cafes  of 
extreme  neceflity. 

The  objedion,  that  a  great  fer- 
vice  already  obtained  by  the  num- 
ber of  men  imprefl'ed  fince  the 
1 6th  of  this  monih,  would  be  loft 
by  their  being  to  be  difcharged, 
if  the  aft  had  no  rctrofpetl  to  the 
time  when  they  were  feifed,  by 
no  means  applies  to  the  queflion 
(if  re. commitment  which  the  Houle 
has  rcjefted.  It  appeared  in  de- 
bate, that  of  the  number  of  men 
prefled  on  this  occaHon,  and  whicti 
has  not  even  been  computed  to  be 
very  confidcrablc,  by  far  the  great- 
er part  had  only  Admiralty  pro- 
tC(flions,  and  were  not  protefted 
by  the  adls  now  propofed  to  be 
fufpcnded.  And  it  was  by  n^i 
means  impofllble,  but  that  fucU 
bounties  or  encouragements  might 
have  been  fuggefted  in  the  com- 
mi|tce,  as  would  have  induced 
the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  had 
the  faith  of  parliament  for  their 
fecurity,  to  enter  voluntarily  into 
the  fervice  at  this  critical  conjunc- 
ture. 

Every  good  purpofc  therefore  of 
this  bill  might  have  been  obtain- 
ed, and  probably  a  general  con- 
currence in  its  lupport  produced, 
by  limply  acquiefcing  in  a  proper 
fecurity  for  the  obfervance  of  law. 

Diit  when  we  fee  this  propofal 
rcfuied,  when  we  fee  that  part  of 
the  preamble  pertinaciouHy  ad- 
hcrsd  to,  which  aims  at  cltabliih- 
irr;,,  as  a  general  principle,  that 
whatever  may  be  deemed  an  arduous 
and  dif»'i:;ilc  cor.jundlure,  makes  it 
Cvjually  jull  and  expedient  to  in- 
fringe law ;  when  we  fee  a  pro- 
polc'd  amendment  for  confining 
ihaC  rcaibning  to  the  cafe  which 
gives  rill-  to  the  meafura,  namely, 

tile 
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the  prefent  conjundlure*  rejefled, 
we  cannot  but  fee  with  a  jealous 
eye  this  and  every  opportunity 
taken  of  eftablifhing  fome  dodlrine 
fobverfive  of  liberty  and  our  happy 
free  conftitution. 

At  fuch  a  time  as  this»  when 
sninifters  avow  their  jufl  fears  of 
foreign  invafion,  which  their  mif- 
condudl  has  invited,  to  create 
freOi  jealouiies  in  refpedt  to  that 
liberty  which  is  alone  worth  con* 
tending  for,  which  is  the  befl  fup- 
port  to  his  Majedy's  crown,  and 
the  fureft  foundation  of  that  true 
zffeGtion  of  his  people,  on  which 
his  Majedy  can  alone  rely  for  effec- 
tual and  general  refinance  to  a  fo- 
reign yoke,  is  a  degree  of  infa« 
tuation  we  cannot  comprehend ! 

Ancafter  and  Wycombe, 

Kefteven,  Manchellcr, 

Richmond,  Rockingham, 

'  Scarborough,         Fitzwilliam, 

Abergavenny,       Cholmondeley, 

Fortefcue,  Bolton, 

De  Fcrrars,  Efiingham. 

Portland, 

Then  the  oueflion  was  put,  whe- 
ther this  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, (hall  pafs?  Contents  51, 
Non-contents  20. 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Diflentient, 
Becaufe  the  acquiefcence  of  the 
country  in  the  mode  of  impreffing 
feamen  (tolerated  only  becaufe  the 
neceflity  of  the  meafure  is  alledged 
by  peribns  of  great  experience  in 
naval  matters,  and  hitherto  is  not 
difproved)  has  been  by  poiitive 
ads  of  the  legiflature  interpreted 
and  determined,  with  refpccl  to 
the  feveral  perfons,  objects  of  this 
bill,  who  have  therefore  not  only 
all  the  rights  of  this  kingdom,  in 
coiniQOQ  with  their  fellow  fubjedls. 


but  the  fecurity  of  fpecial  z&t 
of  parliament,  made  exprefsly  to 
check  and  curb  that  acquiefcence 
with  refpedt  to  them. 

2dly.  Becaufe  the  prote6Uon  giv- 
en by  fuch  adts,  in  confidence  of 
which  ihefe  perfons  have  engaged 
in  their  refpedive  occupations,  has, 
in  my  opinion,  the  nature  of  a 
contrad,  and  is,  by  every  rule  of 
equity,  indiiibluble,  except  by  the 
voluntary  confent  of  the  parties, 
or  upon  a  compenfation  fatisfadtory 
to,  and  accepted  by  them,  or  in 
extreme  necelfity,  on  the  tender  of 
fuch  advantages  as  the  \virdom  of 
the  legiflature  fliould  diredl,  and 
its  judice  ibould  make  a  complete, 
adequate,  and  ample  equivalent 
for  fuch  an  infringement  of  their 
rights. 

3dly.  Becaufe  at  the  very  time 
protedlions  thus  held  out  by  par- 
liament to  certain  perfons,  as  in« 
vitations  and  encouragements  to 
utidertake  certain  fervices,  were 
boldly  violated;  the  cuflomary  ex- 
emptions of  certain  watermen,  li- 
cenfed  by  the  members  of  this 
Houfe,  unauthorized  (as  I  con- 
ceive) by  any  law,  and  unknown 
to  any  court,  though  Hated  in  the 
Houfe  by  the  fame  noble  Lord 
who  has  infringed  thefc  protec- 
tions, to  be  conlUudlively  difclaim- 
ed  by  a  vote  of  this  Houfe,  were 
yet  declared  by  him  to  be,  from 
deference  and  refpedl,  held  facred. 

4thly.  Becaufe  the  bill,  fo  far 
as  ic  is  an  adl  of  indemnity,  is  in. 
confonant  with  reafon,  contradidl* 
ed  by  precedent,  and  dangerous  in 
pradUce. 

Firft,  with  refpcdl  to  the  per- 
fons to  be  indeinnified,  as  it  does 
not  contain  an  honefl  avowal  of 
the  tranfgreflion ;  as  it  does  not 
flake  the  minifler  to  an  intentional 

vioU* 
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Violation  of  the  law  for  the  public 
good,  to  be  fubfcquently  approved 
and  juftified  on  that  ground  by  a 
public  indemnity,  but  contents 
irfelf  with  the  abatement  of  fuits  and 
adions. 

And  fecondly  and  chiefly,  with 
refpedl  to  the  conllitution  of  the 
kingdom,  to  which  it  offers  no  fa- 
tisfadtion  for  the  violation  of  the 
law;  as  it  acknowledges  only  by 
conflrudlion  and  reference  to  dates^ 
that  it  has  been  violated ;  as  it  at- 
tempts to  confound  the  juft  ideas 
of  profpedlivc  legiflation  by  aa« 
thorizing  a  meauire  from  a  day 
which  has  already  long  elapfed, 
and  as  it  totally  omits  to  ftate  not 
only  that  the  cfFeft  has  been  ade- 
quate to  the  rocafure,  and  that 
therefore  the  meafure  is  falutary, 
and  that  it  has  had  any  efFedl  what- 
ever. 

Radnor. 

For  the  fird  and  fourth  reafons, 
Portland,  De  Ferrars. 

Abergavenny, 


On  Saturday,  July  3,  his  Majefty 
clo/ed  the  SfJ/ion  of  Parliament 
luith  the follo\mng  Speech, 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  many  great  and  eflcn- 
tial  ferviccs  you  have  ren* 
dered  to  me  and  to  your  country, 
during  the  courfc  of  your  long  at- 
tendance in  parliament,  demand  my 
mod  cordial  thanks. 

I  have  feen,  with  entire  appro- 
bation, the  zeal  you  have  manifelled 
for  the  fupport  and  profecution  of 
the  juft  and  neccffary  war  in  which 
I  am  engaged,  nor  am  I  Icfs  fcn- 
fible  of  your  attention  to  the  pre- 
fcnt  (late  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
lusd :  my  paternal  adedlion  for  all 


my  people  makes  me  fincerelf 
anxious  for  the  Uappinefs  and  pro* 
fperity  of  every  part  of  my  domi* 
nions. 

Hitherto  the  events  of  war  have 
afforded  the  court  of  France  no  rea- 
fon  to  triumph  on  the  confequences 
of  their  injudice  and  breach  of 
public  faith;  and  I  trud  that  by 
a  fpirited  and  profperous  exertion 
of  the  force  you  have  put  into  my 
hands,  that  ambitious  power  may 
be  brought  to  widi  that  they  had 
not,  without  provocation  or  caofe 
of  complaint,  infulted  the  honour, 
and  invaded  the  rights  of  my 
crown* 

I  have  already  acquunted  yoa 
with  the  hodile  dep  which  has 
been  lately  taken  by  the  court  of 
Spain.  Whatever  colour  may  be 
attempted  to  be  put  upon  that  mi- 
jud  proceeding,  I  am  confcious 
that  1  have  nothing  to  reproach 
myfelf  with :  it  has  been  followed 
by  the  cleared  demonftrations  of 
the  loyalty  and  affcdlion  of  my 
parliament  to  my  perfon  and  go- 
vernment, for  which  I  repeat  to 
you  my  warmed  thanks;  and  I 
confider  it  as  a  happy  omen  of  the 
fuccefs  of  my  arms,  that  the  in- 
creafe  of  difficulties  fcrves  only  to 
augment  the  courage  and  coii- 
dancy  of  the  nation,  and  to  ani- 
mate and  unite  my  people  in  the 
defence  of  their  country,  and  of 
every  thing  that  is  dear  to  them. 

The  advanced  fcaibn  of  the  year 
requires  that  J  diould  adbrd  you 
fome  reccfi  from  public  budnefs, 
and  I  do  it  with  the  Icfs  reluflance, 
as,  by  the  powers  veded  in  me  by 
law,  I  can  have  the  aid  of  your 
advice  and  adi dance  within  four- 
teen days,  fliould  any  emergency 
make  it  necedary  for  me  to  con- 
vcne  you  before  the  ufoal  time. 

Gentle- 
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Gentlemen    of    the    Houfe    of 
Commonf* 

The  various  and  extcnfivc  opc- 
rauons  of  the  war  have  unavoid- 
ably occafioned  uncommon  ex- 
pence»  aud  brought  additional 
burdens  on  my  /aichful  and  be- 
loved peopIe>  which  I  tnoft  (in- 
cercly  regret:  I  cannot  fufficiently 
thank  you  for  the  confidence  you 
have  repofed  in  me,  and  for  the 
chearfulnefs  and  public  fpirit  with 
which  the  large  fupplies  for  the 
current  year  have  been  granted. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  impoffible  to  fpcak  of  the 
continuance  of  the  rebellion  in 
North  America  without  the  dccpell 
concern;  but  We  have  given  fuch 
unquellionable  proofs  of  our  fjn- 
cere  difpofition  to  put  an  end  to 
thofc  troubles,  tiiat  I  muft  dill 
hope  that  the  malignant  dcfigns  of 
the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  can- 
not long  prevail  againil  the  evi- 
dent inter  efts  of  thofe  unhappy 
provinces,  and  that  they  will  not 
blindly  perfiil  in  preferring  an  un- 
natural and  dangerous  connexion 
with  a  foreign  power,  to  peace  and 
re-union  with  their  mothcr-coun- 
try. 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by 
his  Majelly's  conimand^faid. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  Majefty's  royal  will  and 
pleafure,  that  this  parliament  be 
prorogued  to  Thurfday,  the  5th  of 
Augull  ncxu  to  be  then  here  hol- 
dcn;  and  this  parliament  is  pro- 
rogucd    to    Thurfday,  the  5  th  of 


Duhlltt  CaJIle,  Oaober  12. 

THI^  day  the  parliament  hav- 
ing met  according  to  the  laft 
prop  gation,  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  went  in  ftate  to 
the  Hpufe  of  Peers,  and  the  Com- 
mons being  fcnt  for  and  come 
thither  accordingly,  his  Excellency 
made  the  following  fpecch  to  both 
Houfes : 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
AT  a  time  when  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  this  kingdom  are,  in 
a  more  particular  manner,  the  ob- 
jeds  of  public  attention,  it  were 
to  be  wiihcd  that  the  general  tran- 
quillity, ever  defirable,  had  been 
reftorcd,  fo  as  to  have  left  you  en- 
tirely at  Icifure  to  deliberate  en 
thofc  great  and  important  fubje£ls. 
But  I  am  pcrfuaded  you  will  not 
permit  any  inrerefts,  however  dear 
to  you,  to  impede  your  efforts,  or 
difturb  your  unanimity  at  this  mod 
important  period:  and  I  have  it 
cxprefsly  in  command  from  his 
Majefty  to  aflurc  you,  that  the 
cares  and  folicitudcs  jnfcparable 
from  a  lldtc  of  hoftility,  have  not 
prevented  him  from  turning  his 
royal  mind  to  the  intcrcfts  and 
dilfreflcs  of  this  kingdom  with  the 
mcfl  nfFedionate  concern ;  of  which 
the  money  remitted  to  this  country 
for  its  defence,  when  England  had 
every  rtafon  to  cpprehend  a  moll 
formidable  and  immediate  at- 
tack, affords  a  convincing  proof. 
Anxious  for  the  happincfs  of  his 
people,  his  Majefly  will  moft  chear- 
fully  co-operate  Avith  his  Parlia- 
ment in  fuch  mcafures  as  may  pro- 
mote the  common  interefis  of  all  his 
fubjcfts, 

J    have  the   pleafure  to  inform 

you  of  an  acceffion  to  his  Majeily's 

family  fmce  the  laH  feffion  of  Par- 

liameat^ 


STATE     PAPERS. 


\.3S3 


liamenti  by  the  birth  of  another 
Prince.  May  the  lame  Providence 
that  continues  to  increafe  his  do- 
meilic  felicity,  protcdt  ,thc  honour 
of  his  crowQ,  and  the  happinef*  of 
his  people. 

Gentlemen    of   the    Houfe    of 
CommoDSy 

It  is  with  great  concern  J  am  to 
inform  you,  that  on  account  of  the 
extraordinary  decline  of  the  reve- 
nues, the  very  liberal  fupplies  of 
the  lad  feflion  have  proved  inade- 
quate to  the  exigencies  of  govern- 
ment ;  fo  that,  contrary  to  my 
mod  fanguine  expectations,  and 
moll  earned  endeavours,  there  is  a 
confiderable  arrear  now  to  be  pro- 
vided for. 

His  Majefly,  from  his  paternal 
attentipn  to  the  interefls  of  his 
people,  and  his  folicitude  to  ob- 
viate to  the  utmoft,  the  neceflity 
of  increafing  their  burdens,  has 
graciouily  commanded  me  to  de- 
clare to  you,  that  the  greateil 
ccconomy  Ihall  in  every  inllancc 
be  exerted,  as  far  as  may  be  con- 
fident with  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  real  intereds  of  the 
nation. 

I  have  ordered  the  public  ac- 
counts, and  other  neccdliry  papers, 
t9  be  laid  before  you  ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  your  known  loyalty 
to  your  King,  and  attachment  to 
your  counuy,  ivill  induce  you  to 
go  as  far  as  the  national  abilities 
will  admit,  in  making  a  provifion 
fuitable  to  the  exigency  of  the 
times,  and  the  honourable  fupporC 
of  bis  Majedy's  government. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
The    united    efforts    and    great 
military   preparations  of  the  houic 
of    Bourbon    ieem    only    to   have 
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roufed  the  courage,  and  called 
forth  the  exertions  of  his  Majedy'a 
brave  and  loyal  ^ubjedls  of  this 
kingdom.  I  have  only  to  lament, 
that  the  exhaulled  date  of  the  trea- 
fjry  has  hitherto  put  it  out  of  my 
power  to  give  thole  exertions  the 
mod  extenfive  and  condituiional 
operation,  by  carrying  the  militia 
laws  into  execution. 

I  ant  pcrfuaded  you  will  not  fuf- 
fer  any  dangers  that  may  be 
threatened  from  abroad  to  draw 
off  your  attention  from  wife  and 
neceffary  domcdic  regulations  ;  and 
that,  among  the  many  fubjefls  wor- 
thy of  your  confider.ition,  the  Pro- 
teda'U  charter  fchools  and  linen 
manufadture  will  continue  to  be 
objedls  of  your  ferious  at  ention. 

In  promoting  thefe,  and  in  all 
other  meafures  that  may  tend  to 
increafj  the  profperity  and  improve 
the  true  intereds  of  this  kingdom, 
I  am  bound  to  co-operate  with 
you  by  a  double  tie  of  inclination 
and  duty.  Nothing  can  ever  affe^ 
me  with  more  real  f^tisfad^ion, 
than  the  exerting  my  bed  endea- 
vours for  the  welfare  of  Ireland  ; 
nor  can  I  ever  render  a  more  ac- 
ceptable fervice  to  my  Sovereign, 
than  in  promoting  the  happiaeft 
of  his  people. 


The  humbli  Addrtfs  of  the  Lordt 
Spiritual  and  ^cmporal^  in  Par'* 
liament  aJjembUd,  to  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Liiutznant  ;  tvith  hit 
Excellency' s  Jnjwer. 

May  it  pleafe,yoar  Excellency, 

m  a.  E,  his  Majedy*4  mod  duii- 

Vy    ful  and  loyal  lubje^s,  the 

Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 

Parliament  affemblcd,  return  year 

[Z]  E*ccU 
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Fxcellcncj  oor  fi ocere  thankj  for 
your  moft  excsllent  fpecch  from 
the  cbrone. 

Wc  feci  ourfclvci  happy  in  be- 
ing again  alTcnibled  sa  Parltameiic 
ua'icr  your  ExceKency's  adminif- 
tratioiif  of  which  we  bare  had 
fach  experieocr,  as  fills  us  with 
the  bed  grounded  hopes  and  eon- 
Aicucc,  that,  amfled  by  yoar  Ex- 
cellency's knowledge  of,  and  e^r- 
oeftdefire  to  promote  the  trae  in- 
tercH  of  this  country,  fuch  things 
may  be  acconnpiifhed,  as  may  emi- 
nently diftingulih  the  prefent  lef- 
fjon  of  parliament,  by  the  wife 
provif'on,  and  ufeful  regulations 
which  (ball  be  made  in  i;,  for  re- 
lloring  and  eUabliibing  the  national 
profperity. 

We  cannot  dcabt  of  yonr  Excel- 
lency's faithful  reprefentations  of 
this  conntry,  when  we  hear  from 


tTiat  his  MajciH's  loyal  fabjefis 
here,  arc  fo  far  from  being  caft 
do^Ti  c.r.d  difmzyed,  by  any  holHie 
eiFons  or  threats,  that  they  arc 
animated  to  &  degree,  that  ronfeS 
the  brave  and  ciiiiary  fpirit  of 
ih's  couniry,  that  haih  lb  emi- 
nently diAinguifhed  itfelf  at  all 
times. 

We  beg  leave  to  affarc  yoor 
Excellency,  that  we  will  not  foffer 
any  dangers,  «tith  which  we  may 
be  threatened  from  abroad,  to  drai¥ 
off  our  attention  from  wife  and  do- 
mellic  regoUttions ;  and  that  among 
the  great  objects,  worthy  of  our 
confideration,  the  Proteftant  charter 
fchools,  and  linen  manufafturc, 
will  continue  to  have  a  juft  (hare  of 
our  attention. 

Wc  cannot  but  oWtr  to  your  Ex- 
cellency our  moil  grateful  thanks, 
for  the  kind  a(rurance  that  yoo  have 


the  throne,  as  we  have  done,  that    given  as,  of  yoor  co-operating  with 
his  Majefty  hath  gracxoufly  conde-    ns  in  promoting  fuch  meafores,  as 


fcended  to  aiTure  us,  that  the  cares 

and  foHcitaJes  infeparable  from  a 

(hite  of  hoilility,   have  not   been 

able  to  prevent  hiqi  from  turning 

his  thoughts  lo  the  intcreft  and  ciu 

treifes  of  this  kingdom,  and  tu  af- 

fnrd  us  fuch  a  proof  as  he  has  -ione 

of  his  affe^ionate  concern,  by  the 

remittance  made  to  this  country  for 
its  fupport. 

We  rrjoice  with  your  Excellency, 

on  the  happy  acceiFion  io  his  Ma- 

jtlly'i  royal  family  by  the  birth  of 
another  Prince. 

Wc  congratulate  with  your  Ex- 
cellency, that,  notwithibnding  the 
united    efforts    of    his     Majefty's 

enemies,  there  is  that  difplay  of  myrelf,'excufe  my  not  finding  Ian 
courage  ^nd  manifefUtion  of  zeal  guage  fufficientty  forcible  to  expreft 
for  {he  fupport  of  his  Majefly's  my  thinks.  It  (hall  be  my  ftudy 
facred  per(on  and  government,  to  perfevere  in  that  line  of  condud» 
through  all  orders  and  ranks  of  the  which  has  been  deemed  deferving 
pepple  in  this  kingdom,  as  (bews    of  your  approbation. 

TranJUtM 


may  tend  to  incrcafe  the  profpe- 
rity, or  improve  the  true  intereft 
of  this  kingdom; — and,  relying 
upon  the  proofs  which  ycjur  Excel- 
lency hath  given  us,  in  your  paft 
conduct,  of  your  good  wifhes,  we 
truft.that  your  Excellency's  bell  en- 
deavours will  never  be  wanting,  to 
forward  and  promote  the  welfare 
of  Ireland. 

His  Excelltncy^i  jifrfnxer. 

My  Lords, 
The   fame    indulgent    partiality 
which   didated   the  terms  of  your 
Lordfhips  Addrefs  will,  I    flatter 
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i'ranflattoH  of  the  King  9/  France'/ 
Declaration  of  War  at  Marti  nico. 

THE  infult  ofFcrcd  to  my  flag 
'  by  a  frigate  belonging  to 
his  Britannic  Majetly,  in  her  treat- 
ment of  my  frigate  the  Belle  Poule; 
the  capture  by  an  Engliih  (quad- 
roa  of  my  frigates  the  Licorne 
and  Pallas,  and  of  my  cntter,  the 
Courenr,  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations;  the  capture  at  Tea  and 
confifcation  of  (hips  belonging  to 
my  fubjcAs,  by  the  EngliSi,  con- 
trary to  the  faith  of  treaties ;  the 
continual  interruption  and  injury 
occadoned  to  the  maritime  conrf- 
merce  of  my  kingdom^  and  of  my 
colonies  in  America,  as  well  by 
(hips  of  war  as  by  privateers,  au- 
thorized by  his  Britannic  Majefty ; 
the  depredations  committed  and 
encouraged,  by  which  thefe  iojo- 
rious  proceedings,  but  chiefly  the 
infult  offered  to  my  flag,  have 
forced  me  to  lay  afide  that  mode- 
1-ation  which  I  propofed  to  ob- 
ferve^  and  will  not  allow  me^any 
longer  to  fufpend  the  eiFeds  of  my 
refentment. 

The  dignity  of  my  crown,  and 
the  protection  which  I  owe  to  my 
fubjcfts,  oblige  me  to  make  rc- 
prifals,  and  to  adl  in  a  hoftile  man* 
lier  againd  the  Engli(h  nation.  .  I 
therefore  authorize  my  (hips  to  at- 
tack, and  endeavour  to  take  and 
deilroy  all  (hips,  frigates,  and  other 
velTeis  they  may  meet  with,  belong- 
ing to  the  King  df  England,  and 
alfo  to  feize  and  detain  all  Englifli 
mercantile  stKzXi  which  they  may 
encounter;  and  I  likewife  autho- 
rize my  troops  to  attack,  feize, 
and  occupy  the  po(re(Dons  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty. 

I  therefore  write  this  letter  to 
infbnn  you^  that  it  it  my  dcfire^ 


that  you  employ  all  the  land  and 
fca  forces  und^^r  your  direction,  in 
attacking  and  fcizing  the  po(ref- 
fu.iis  of  the  King  of  England, 
his  (hips,  frigates,  and  other  vef- 
fels,  alfo  the  merchant  (hips  be- 
longing to  his  fubjefts,  and  for 
that  purpofe  you  may  exerci(e« 
and  caufe  to  be  exercifed,  all  mam' 
ner  of  bofiilities  authorized  by  the 
la^s  ofivar ;  I  am  afliired  in  find- 
ing in  the  juflnefs  of  my  caufe,  m 
the  courage  and  (kill  of  my  land 
and  fea  forces  in  the  bravery  and 
attachment  of  my  foldiers  and  fai- 
lors,  and  in  the  love  of  my  fubjefts 
in  general,  the  ,  refourccs  which  I 
have  always  experienced  from  them, 
my  prefent  condudl  having  no 
other  tendency  than  to  promote 
their  happinefs. 

I  pray  God,  Monfleur  le  Mar- 
quis de  3ouille,  that  he  may  take 
yon  under  his  holy  protedion. 

(Signed)  Louis. 

De  SartinB. 
Verfailhst  zZthJune^  1 778. 


A  DECLARATION, 
Addrejfed  in  the  Name  of  the  King  tf 
France  H  all  the  antient  French 
in  Canada,  and  every  other  Part 
of  North-America,  (Tranjlated 
from  the  French.) 

THE  under(igned,  authorifed 
by  his  Majefty,  and  thence 
cloathed  with  the  nobleft  titles, 
with  that  which  effaces  all  others, 
charged  in  the  name  of  the  father 
of  his  country,  and  the  beneficent 
protestor  of  his  fubjeds,  to  offer  a 
fupport  to  thofe  who  were  born  to 
enjoy  the  blcfltogt  of  hii  govern* 
jnent— 

[zj  2  ro 


356]     ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1779. 


To  all  bis    Countrymen   in    North- 
America. 

You  were  horn  French  ;  you 
never  could  ccafc  to  be  French, 
The  late  war,  which  was  not  de- 
clared but  by  the  captivity  of 
nearly  all  our  feamen,  and  the 
principal  advantages  of  which  our 
common  enemies  entirely  owed  to 
the  courage,  the  talents,  and  the 
numbers  of  the  brave  Americans, 
who  .are  now  fighting  againfl  them, 
has  wreded  from  you  that  which 
is  moll  dear  to  all  men,  even  the 
name  of  your  country.  To  compel 
»you  to  bear  the  arms  of  parricides 
againil  it,  mull  be  the  coriipletion 
of  misfortunes :  with  this  you  are 
now  threatened  :  a  new  war  may 
juftly  make  you  dread  being  oblig- 
ed to  fubmit  to  this  molt  intole- 
rable law  of  (lavery.  It  has  com- 
menced like  the  Jaft,  by  depreda- 
tions upon  the  moil  valuable  part 
of  our  trade.  Too  long  already 
have  a  great  number  oi  unfortu- 
nate Frenchmen  been  confined  in 
American  priions.  You  hear  their 
groans.  The  prefent  war  was  de- 
clared by  a  mcflage  in  March  lail, 
from  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to 
both  IIoulcs  of  Parliament ;  a  moll 
authentic  ad  of  the  £riti(h  fove- 
reignty,  announcing  to  all  orders 
of  the  State,  that  to  trace,  (with 
America)  though  without  exclud- 
ing others  from  the  fame  right, 
was  to  offend  ;  that  frankly  to  avow 
fiich  intention,  was  to  defy  this 
fovcrcignty  ;  that  ihc  (hould  re- 
venge ic,  and  deferred  this  only  to 
a  more  advaiuageous  opportunity, 
when  (lie  might  do  it  with  more 
appearance  of  legality  than  in  the 
lali  war;  for  (he  declared  that  ihe 
had  the  right,  the  will,  and  the 
ability  to  revenge,  and  accordingly 


ihe  demanded   of  Parliament    the 
fuppr.es. 

The  calamities  of  a  war  thus 
proclaimed,  have  bein  rellrained 
and  regarded  as  much  as  was  pof- 
fible,  by  a  monarch  whofe  pacific 
and  difmtereftcd  views  now  reclaim 
the  marks  of  your  former  attach- 
ment, only  for  your  own  happi- 
nefs.  Conll rained  to  repel  force 
by  force,  and  multiplied  hoftilitie^ 
by  reprifals  which  he  has  at  lall 
authorifed,  if  neceflity  fliould  car- 
ry his  arms,  or  rhofe  of  his  allies, 
into  a  country  always  dear  to  him, 
you  have  not  to  fear  either  burn- 
ings or  devaftations:  and  if  grati- 
tude, if  the  view  of  a  flag  always 
revered  by  thofe  who  have  follow- 
ed it,  (hould  recall  to  the  banners 
of  France,  or  of  the  United  States, 
the  Indians  who  loved  us,  and 
have  been  loaded  with  prefents  by 
him,  whom  they  alio  call  their 
father ;  never,  no  never  (hall  they 
employ  againil  you  their  too  cruel 
methods  of  war.  Thole  they  muft 
renounce,  or  they  will  ceale  to  be 
our  friends. 

It  is  not  by  menaces  that  we 
(hall  endeavour  to  avoid  combat- 
ing wiih  our  countrymen  ;  nor 
(IihU  we  weaken  this  declaration 
by  invedives  againil  a  great'  and 
brave  nation,  which  we  know 
how  to  refpedl,  and  hope  to  van- 
quilh. 

As  a  French  gentleman,  I  need 
not  mention  to  ihofe  among  yoa 
who  were  born  fuch  as  well  as 
royfelf,  that  there  is  but  one  au- 
guft  Hbufe  in  the  uriverle,  under 
which  vhe  French  can  be  happy, 
and  ferve  wi>h  pleafuie  ;  iince  its 
head,  and  thofe  who  are  nearly 
allied  to  him  by  bluoJ,  have  been 
at  all  times,  through  a  long  line 
of  monarchs,  and  aie  at  this  day 

more 
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more  ihao  ever  delighted  wiih 
bearing  that  very  title  which  Henry 
IV.  regarded  as  the  firft  of  his 
own.  1  fhaJl  not  excicc  your  re- 
grets for  thofe  qualifications,  ihofe 
marks  of  diliiodioD,  thofe  decora- 
tions, which,  in  our  manner  of 
thinking,  are  precious  treafures, 
but  from  which,  by  our  common 
misfortunes,  the  American  French, 
who  have  known  fo  well  how  to 
deferve  them,  are  now  precluded. 
Thefe,  1  am  bold  to  hope,  and 
to  promife,  their  .zeal  will  very 
foon  procure  to  be  diffufed  among 
them.  They  will  merit  them,  when 
they  dare  to  become  the  friends  of  our 
allies, 

1  fhall  not  a(k  the  military  com- 
panions of  the  Marquis  of  \^t^\t 
thofe  who  (bared  his  ,  glory,  who 
admired  his  talents  and  genius  for 
war,  who  loved  his  cordiality  and 
fraoknefs,  the  principal  charadie- 
rifticsof  our  nobiliiy,  whether  there 
be  other  names  in  other  nations, 
among  which  they  would  be  better 
pleafed  to  place  their  own. 

Can  the  Canadians,  who  faw  the 
brave  Montc.ilm  fall  in  their  de- 
fence, can  ihcy  become  the  enemies 
of  his  nephews  ?  Can  they  fight  . 
againil  their  toim^r  leaders,  and 
arm  themiclves  againil  their  kinf. 
men  ?  At  the  bare  mention  of  their 
names,  the  weapons  would  fall  out 
of  th^ir  hands. 

I  ihall  not  obferve  to  the  minif- 
ters  of  the  altars,  that  their  evan- 
gelic ciForts  will  require  the  fpe- 
cial  pro^eftion  of  Providence,  to 
prevent  faith  being  dimini(hed  by 
example,  by  worldly  intereil,  and 
by  fovereigns  whom  force  has  im- 
pofed  upon  them,  and  whofe  poli- 
tical indulgence  will  be  leiTened 
proportionably  as  thofe  fovereigns 


fhall  have  lefs  to  fear.  I  (haU  not 
obferve,  that  it  is  neccifary  for  re- 
ligion, that  thofe  who  preach  ic 
fhould  form  a  body  in  the  State ; 
and  that  in  Canada  no  other  body 
would  be  more  confidered,  or  have 
more  pof^er  to  do  good  than  that 
of  the  prielh,  taking  a  part  to  the 
government,  fince  their  refpedtable 
condu^  has  merited  ihe  confidence 
of  the  people. 

1  (hall  not  reprcfent'  to  thar. 
people,  nor  to  all  my  countrymen 
in  general,  that  a  vad  monarchy, 
having  the  fame  religion,  the  fanne 
manners,  the  fame  language,  where 
they  find  kinfmen,  old  friends  and 
bre[hrcn,  mull  be  an  inexhaudible 
fource  of  commerce  and  wealth, 
more  eafily  acquired  and  better 
fecured,  by  their  union  with  power- 
ful neighbours,  than  with  Grangers 
of  another  hemifphere,  among 
whom  every  thing  is  different,  and 
who,  jealous  and  defpotic  govern- 
ments, would  fooner  or  later  treat 
them  a*i  a.  conquered  people,  and 
doub  lefs  much  worfe  than  their 
late  countrymen  the  Americans, 
who  made  them  vict  rious.  I  (hall 
not  urge  to  a  whole  peo.  le,  that 
to  join  with  the  United  States,  is  to 
fecure  their  own  happinef^ ;  iince 
a  whole  people,  when  ttiey  acquire 
the  right  of  thinking,  and  ading 
for  themfelves,  mult  know  their 
own  intereil ;  but  I  will  declare, 
and  I  now  formally  declare  in  the 
name  of  his  Majelty,  who  has  au« 
thorifcd  and  commanccd  me  to  do 
it,  that  all  his  former  fubjeds  ia 
North  America,  who  (hall  do  more 
acknowledge  the  lapremacy  of 
Great  Britain,  may  depend  upoa 
his  protedlion  and  fupport. 

Done  on  boaid'  tiis  Majeily's 
fhip.  the  LanguedoCj  in   the   har- 
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boor  of  Bodon,  the   28th   day  of 
Odobcr,  in  the  year  1778. 

ESTAINC. 
BlGtEL   DE   GftANCLOS, 

Secretary,  appointed  by  tbe 
King,  to  the  fqaadron  com- 
manded by  the  Count  D'Ef- 
taing. 


Littir  Jrin  tbt  French  King  to  the 
Admiral  of  France,  fixing  the 
Timi  from  nnbence  tbt  Commence^ 
ment  of  Hofiilitits  was  to  be  ccnfi- 
dtrtd. 

To  his  SiTint  Highnefst  my  Lord,  the 
Admiral. 

Cousin, 

I  Am  inarmed  that  doubts  have 
arifen  on  the  period  from 
which  ought  to  be  fixed  the  com- 
mencement of  hoflilities,  and  that 
from  this  incertitude  may  refult 
many  difpotes  prejudicial  to  com- 
merce. To  prevent  which,  T  have 
thought  proper  to  explain  to  you 
more  particularly  what  I  have  aU 
ready  fufficiently  told  you  in  my 
letter  of  the  10th  of  July.  I  charge 
you,  in  confequence,  to  inform 
tbofe  who  are  under  your  orders, 
that  the  infult  done  to  my  flag  on 
the  17th  of  June,  1778,  by  the 
Englifli  fquadron  feizing  iny  fri- 
gates, the  Pallas  and  the  Licorne, 
puts  me  to  the  neceflity  of  making 
reprifals,  and  that  it  is  from  that 
day,  the  17th  of  June,  1778,  that 
I  fix  the  commencement  of  hofli- 
lities agtinft  jny  fubjeds,  by  the 
*fabjeds  of  the  King  of  England. 
Thefe  being  for  this  purpofe  only, 
I  pray  God,  that  he  will  take  my 
coofin  into  his  holy  and  merciful 
protedtioD. 


Done  at  Vcrfailles  the  5  th  day 
of  the  month  oi  April,  in  the  year 
of  Grace,  1779,  and  in  the  5th  of 
our  reign. 

(Signed)  Louis. 

And  underneath,       De  SaRTJme. 


Letter  frcm  the  French  King^  to  his 
Serene  Higbnejs  the  Admiral  of 
France.     2>^<^  June  5,  1779. 

(TranJUted from  the  French.) 

Cousin, 

THE  defire  I  have  always  had 
or  foftening,  as  much  as  in 
my  power  lies,  the  calamities  «f 
war,  has  induced  rae  to  dired  my 
attention  10  that  part  of  my  fub- 
je^  who  employ  themfelves  in 
the  fi(heries,  and  who  derive  their 
fole  fubfiftence  from  thofe  re- 
fonrces.  I  fuppofe  that  the  ex- 
ample, which  I  (hall  now  give  to 
my  enemies,  and  which  can  have 
no  other  views  than  what  arifo 
from  fe6timents  of  humanity,  will 
induce  them  to  grant  the  fame  li- 
berty to  our  fiihericf,  which  I  rea- 
dily grant  them.  In  confequence 
whereof,  I  fend  you  this  letter  to 
acquaint  you,  that  ^  have  given 
orders  to  all  the  commanders  of 
my  vefTels,  armed  (hips,  and  cap- 
tains of  privateers,  not  to  moled 
(until  further  orders)  the  Englifli 
fiflicry,  nor  to  flop  their  veifels, 
whether  they  be  laden  with  freOi 
fiflif.or  not  having  taken  in  their 
freight ;  provided,  however,  that 
they  do  not  carry  ofl^enfive  arms, 
and  that  they  are  not  found  -to 
have  given  fignals,  which  mi|;ht 
indicate  their  holding  an  intelli- 
gence with  the  eiiemv's  (hips  of 
war.  You  will  make  known  theie 
my  intentions  to  the  officers  of  the 
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Aiiauralty,  and  to  all  who  are  under 
your  orders.  Such  being  the  pur- 
poTes  of  thefe  prefents,  I  pray  God, 
my  Coufin,  that  he  will  grant  yoo 
hii  holy  protection. 

Given  at  Verrailles,  the  ^tti  day 
of  June,  in  the  year  1779- 
Signed 

Louis. 
Counter  figned 

De  Sartine. 


Cofy  of  a  Paper  deli*vertd  to  Lord 
ViJcQunt  Weymouth,  by  the  Mar* 
quis  d'Almadovar,  the  i6tb  June, 

"779- 

AL  L  the  world  has  been  wit- 
nefs  to  the  noble  imparti- 
ality of  the  King,  in  the  midft  of 
the  difputci  of  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don with  its  American  colonies 
and  with  France.  Beiides  which, 
bis  Majelly  having  learned  that 
bis  powerful  mediation  was  deiir- 
cd,  generoudy  made  an  offer  of 
it,  which  was  accepted  by  the  be- 
ligerent  powers,  and  for  this  mo- 
tive only  a  ihip  of  war  was  fenc 
on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jelly  to  one  of  the  ports  of  Spain. 
The  King  has  taken  the  mod 
energetic  Heps,  and  fuch  as  ought 
to  have  produced  the  moil  happy 
cfFeCl,  to  bring  thofe  powers  to  an 
accommodation  equally  honourable 
to  both  parties  ;  propojing  for  thid 
end  wife  expedients  for  fmoothing 
difficulties,  and  preventing  the  ca- 
lamities of  war.  But  although  his 
Majefty*s  proportions,  and  parti- 
cularly thofe  of  his  Ultimatum^ 
have  been  conformable  to  thofe 
which  at  other  times  the  Court  of 
London  itfelf  had  appeared  to 
judge  proper  fof  an  accommoda- 
tion, and  which  were  alfo  quite  as 
moderate,  thoy  have  been  rejected 


in  a  manner  that  fully  proves  the 
little  deiire  which  the  Britifh  Ca« 
binet  has  to  reftore  peace  to  Eu- 
rope, and  to  preferve  the  King's 
friendihip.  In  effed,  the  condudl 
of  that  Cabinet,  with  regard  to 
his  Majelty,  during  the  \\hole 
courfe  of  the  negociation,  has  had 
for  its  objefl  to  prolong  it  for  more 
than  eight  months,  either  by  vain 
pretences,  or  by  anfwers  which 
could  not  be  more  inconclufive, 
whilft  in  this  interval  the  infults 
on  the  Spanifh  Hag,  and  the  viola- 
tion of  the  King's  territories  were 
carried  on  to  an  incredible  excefs  ; 
prizes  have  been  made,  fhips  have 
Dcen  fearched  and  plundered,  and 
a  great  number  of  them  have  been 
fired  upon,  which  have  been  0- 
bliged  to  defend  themfelves ;  th« 
regiflers  have  been  opened  and  torn 
in  pieces,  and  even  the  packets  of 
the  Court  found  on  board  the 
King's,packet-boat. 

The  dominions  of  the  Crown  in 
America  have  been  threatened, 
and  they  have  gone  to  the  dread- 
ful extremity  of  raid ng  the  Indian 
nations,  called  the  Chatcas,  Che- 
roquies,  and  Chicachas,  againfl 
the  innocent  inhabitants  of  L^ui- 
fiana,  who  would  have  been  the 
vidims  of  the  rage  of  thefe  barba- 
rians, if  the  Chatcas  themfelves 
had  not  repented,  and  revealed  all 
the  fedudion  the  Englifh  had  plan- 
ned 1  he  fovereignty  of  his  Ma- 
jefty  in  the  province  of  Darien,  and 
on  the  coaft  of  St.  B  as,  has  been 
ofurped,  the  Governor  of  Jamaica 
having  granted  to  a  rebel  Indian 
the  commiflion  of  Captain-general 
of  thole  provinces. 

In  (hort,  the  territory  of  the  Bay 
of  Honduras  has  bren  recently 
violated  by  excrcifing  ads  of  hof- 
tilicv,   and  other  exceiTes,  againil 
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the  Spaniards,  v^ho  have  been  im- 
prifcned,  aod  vwhofe  boafes  have 
been  invaded ;  befides  which,  (he 
Court  of  London  has  hitherto  neg- 
leded  to  accomplilh  what  the  i6th 
article  of  the  lad  treaty  of  Paris 
ilipulaied  relative  to  that  coaft. 

Grievances  fo  numerous,  fo 
weighty,  and  recent,  have  been  at 
different  times  the  objcd  of  com- 
plaints made  in  the  King's  name, 
aod  ftatcd  in  memorials  which  were 
delivered  either  to  the  Bridih  Mi- 
nifiers  at  London,  or  tranfmitted  to 
'  them  through  the  channel  of  the 
Englifh  Agabafladcr  at  Madrid  ; 
but  although  the  anfwers  which 
were  received  have  been  friendly, 
hit  Majefty  has  hitherto  obtained 
no  other  fatisfa^ion  than  to  fee  the 
infults  repeated,  which  lately  have 
amounted  to  the  number  of  one 
hundred. 

The  King,  proceeding  with  that 
fincerity  and  candour  which  cha- 
ra^erize  him,  has  formally  declared 
to  the  coort  of  London,  from  the 
commencement  of  its  difputet  with 
France,  that  the  condufl  of  England 
ihould  be  the  rule  of  that  which 
Spain  would  hold. 

His  Majefty  likewife  declared  to 
that  Court,  that  at  the  time  their 
differences  wi:h  that  of  Paris 
might  be  accommodated,  it  would 
be  ablblucly  neceflary  to  regulate 
thpfe  which  had  arifen,  or  might 
dill  ari(e,  with  Spain,  and  in  the 
plan  of.  mediation  which  was  Cent 
to  the  under-written  AmbafTaJor 
the  28th  of  lad  September,  and 
which  was  by  him  delivered  to  the 
Britilb  Miniftiy  in  the  beginning 
of  0«f>ober,  a  plan  with  which 
Lord  Grantham  wa^  apprized,  and 
of  which  he  received  a  copy,  his 
Majclly  declared  in  pofitive  terms 
%o  the  belligerent  powm,  that  in 


conHderation  of  :he  inful's  which 
his  lubjects  and  dominions  h^d  buf- 
fered, and  likewitc  of  ihe  <i.teripts 
levelled  agai:.ilhi<«  rights,  ne  thoold 
be  under  the  nwcelTity  <if  taking  his 
part,  in  cafe  the  .>t2ociatio-,  in- 
llead  of  being  conti  u  d  with  £n- 
cerity,  (hould  be  broken  oft,  or 
fliould  produce  no  effect. 

1  he  cauies  cf  complaint  given 
by  the  Court  of  Lnnd  n  not  hav- 
ing ceafeJ,  and  tnai  Court  (hew- 
ing no  aifpo!iti  ns  to  eive  repara- 
tion for  them,  the  King  ha^  re- 
folved,  and  orders  his  Ambaffador 
to  declare,  that  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  the  protection  which  he 
owes  to  his  fubjedls,  and  his  own 
perfonal  dignity,  do  not  permit 
him  to  fuffer  their  tnfults  t^  con- 
tinue, and  to  ncglcA  any  longer 
the  reparation  of  thoie  already  re- 
ceived, and  that  in  this  view,  not- 
withllanding  the  pacific  difpoGtions 
of  his  Majelly,  and  even  the  parti- 
cular inclination  he  bad  always  had 
and  expreffed  for  cultivating  the 
friendihip  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty. he  finds  himirlf  under  the 
difagrceable  neceffity  of  making 
ule  or  all  rhe  means  which  the  Al- 
mighty has  intruited  him  with,  to 
obtain  that  juflice  which  he  has  fo- 
licited  by  io  many  ways,  without 
being  able  to  acquire  it;  in  con- 
fiding on  the  julticc  of  his  caufe, 
his  Majcity  hopes  that  the  conie- 
quences  of  this  reloluiion  will  not 
be  imputed  to  him  before  God  or 
man,  and  that  other  nations  will 
form  a  fuitable  idea  of  this  refolo- 
tion,  by  comparing  it  to  the  coo- 
du^  which  they  themfelves  have 
experienced  on  the  part  of  the  firi- 
tifh  Miniftry. 

(Signed) 

Lb  Marquis  D'Almadovar. 
London  J  i6*June,  1 7  79. 
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Orders  for  Repri/uls  by  the  Court  of 
London^ 

At  the  Court  at  St.  James's,  the 
i8thorjuae,  X779. 

PRESENT, 

The  KING'S    Mod    Excellent 

Majclly  ia  Council. 

WHEREAS  the  Ambaffador 
of  the  King  of  Spain  has, 
by  order  of  his  Court,  delivered 
to  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth  a 
paper,  in  which  it  is  declared, 
that  his  Catholic  Majefty  intends 
to  have  recourfe  to  arms,  under 
the  groundlels  pretence  of  obtain^ 
ing  reparation  fpr  injuries  fup- 
poTed  to  have  been  received ;  and 
wher-as  the  faid  Ambaflador  has 
received  orders  to  retire  from  this 
kingdom  without  taking  leave  : 
his  Majeily,  being  determined  to 
take  fuch  meafurcs  as  are  neccf- 
fary  for  vindicating  the  horiour  of 
hi&  crown,  is  pleated,  by  and  v\iih 
the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council, 
to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered, 
that  general  reprilaU  be  granted 
againlt  the  ihips,  gooJs,  and 
fubjcris  of  the  King  of  Spain,  fo 
that  as  well  hij  Majclly*:!  fleet  and 
fhips,  as  alio  all  other  (hips  and 
veiTcls  that  Ihall  be  cominiiHonat- 
cd  by  letters  of  marque  or  general 
reprifals,  or  other  wife,  by  his 
Majcfty's  Commifiioners,  for  exe- 
cuting the  o.lice  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Great  Britain,  AiaJ 
and  may  lawfully  feize  all  (hips, 
veiTeh,  and  goods  belonging  to 
the  King  of  Spain  or  his  (ubjeds, 
or  others  inhabiting  uiihin  any 
the  territories  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  and  bring  the  lame  to 
judgment  in  any  of  the  Courts  of 
Admiralty    within    his     Majefty's 


dominions;  and  to  that  end  his 
Majeily's  Advocate-General,  with 
the  Advocate  of  the  Admiralty,  are 
forthwith  to  prepare  the  draught 
of  a  commi(rion,  and  prefent  the 
fame  to  his  Majedy  at  this  board, 
authoridng  the  Commi(rioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral,  or  any  perfon  or  perfons 
by  th^m  empowered  and  appoint* 
ed,  to'  ifTue  forth  and  grant  letters 
of  marque  and  reprifal  to  any  of 
his  Ma  jetty's  fubjcds,  or  ethers 
whom  the  laid  CommiOioners  (hall 
deem  fitly  qualitied  in  that  behalf* 
iiir  the  apprehending,  feizing,  and 
taking  the  (}iip«,  vefTels,  and  goods 
belonging  to  Spain,  and  the  vaf- 
fals  and  luDJcdls  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  or  any  inhabitants  withia 
his  countries,  territories,  or  domi« 
nions  ;  and  th'it  fuch  powers  and 
claufes  be  inferced  in  the  faid  com- 
mifliun  as  have  been  uiual,  and  are 
according  ti)  former  precedents : 
and  his  Majeily's  faid  Advocate 
Gw-neral,  with  the  Advocate  of  the 
AJiTviralty,  are  alfo  forthwith  to 
prepare  t^e  draught  of  a  Comroii^ 
(ion,  and  prefent  the  fame  to  his 
Majclly  at-  this  B:)ard,  :iu  ho  ifing 
the  laid  CommifTioner^  for  execut- 
ing he  office  of  Lf»rd  High  Admi- 
ral, to  uill  and  require  ihe  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  the  Lieutenant  and  Judge 
of  the  faid  Court,  his  iurrogate 
or  Turrogares,  as  alio  the  feveral 
Courts  of  Admiralty  v^ithin  his 
Miij-lly's  dominions,  to  take  cog- 
niz'tnce  of,  and  judicially  proceed 
upon  all,  and  all  manner  of  cap* 
tures,  leizures,  prizes,  and  repri- 
fals of  all  (hips  or  goods  that  are 
or  (hall  be  taken,, and  to  bear  and 
determine  the  fame :  and  accord* 
ing  to  the  courfc  of  Admiralty, 
and  the  laws  of  nations^  to  adjudge 
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»nd  condemD  all  fuch  ihips,  vef- 
icls,  and  goods,  as  (hall  belong  to 
Spain,  or  the  vafTals  and  Aibjedf 
,  of  the  King  of  Spain,  or  to  any 
others  inhabiting  within  any  of 
his  countries,  territories,  and  do- 
Biio'ons ;  and  that  fuch  powers  and 
claufes  be  infer  ted  in  the  (aid  cotn- 
siifljon  as  have  been  ufaal,  and  are 
acqzording  to  former  precedents ; 
and  they  are  likewife  to  prepare 
and  lay  before  his  Majeily  at  this 
Board,  a  draiight  of  fuch  inftruc- 
tions  as  may  be  proper  to  be  fent 
to  tbe  Courts  of  Admiralty  in  his 
Majefty's  foreign  governments  and 
plantations,  £f  their  guidance 
herein  ;  as  alfo  another  draught  of 
inilrudions  for  fuch  ihips  as  (hall 
be  commifiionated  for  the  purpofes 
afore  mentioned. 


Proclamation  relative  to  an  Invajion, 

By  the  K  I  N  G. 
A  Proclamation. 

George  R. 

WHEREAS  we  have  received 
intelligence,  that  prepara- 
tions  are  making  by  cur  enemies 
to  invade  this  our  kingdom,  the 
fafety  and  defence  of  which  re- 
quires our  utmoll  care,  and  where- 
in, by  the  atliilance  and  blefling 
oi  God,  we  are  refolvcd  not  to 
be  wanting  ;  and  to  the  intent 
that  they  may  not,  in  cafe  of  their 
landing,  flrengthen  themfelves, 
by  (eizing  the  horfes,  oxen,  and 
^ttle  of  our  fubje^s,  which  may 
be  ufeful  to  them  for  draught  or 
burthen,  or  be  eafily  fupplied 
with  provifions,  we  have  therefore 
thought  fit,  and  do  by  our  Royal 
Proclamation^  by  the  advice  of 
4 


our  Privy  Council,  ftridlly  charge 
and  command  the  Warden  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  his  Lieutenants, 
Deputy  or  Deputies,  and  all  and 
every  tbe  Lieutenants  and  Deputy 
Lieutenants  of  our  counties,  and 
all  Sheriffs,  Juftices  of  the  Peace, 
Mayors,  BatJifFs,  and  all  and  every 
other  Officers  and  MiniAers,  civil 
and  military,  within  their  refpec- 
tive  counties,  cities,  towns,  and 
divifions,  that  they  caufe  the  coafts 
to  be  carefully  watched,  and  upoa 
the  fird  approach  of  the  enemy, 
immediately  to  caufe  all  horfes, 
oxen,  and  cattle,  which  may  be 
fit  for  draught  or  burthen,  and  not 
adually  employed  in  our  fervice, 
or  in  the  defence  of  the  country, 
and  alfo  (as  far  as  may  be  pradi- 
cable)  all  other  cattle  and  provi- 
fions, to  be  driven  and  removed  to 
fome  place  of  fecurity,  and  to  fuch 
a  diftance  from  tbe  place  where 
the  enemy  (hall  attempt,  or  appear 
to  intend,  to  land,  fo  as  they  may 
not  fall  into  the  hands  or  power 
of  any  of  our  enemies ;  wherein, 
nevertheiefs,  it  is  our  will  and  plea- 
fure,  that  the  refpedite  owners 
thereof  may  fuffer  as  little  damage, 
lois,  or  inconvenience  as  may  be 
confident  with  the  public  fafety  : 
and  we  do  hereby  further  flridly 
charge  and  command  all  our  fub- 
jeds  to  be  aiding  and  aifiiling  in 
the  execution  of  this  oar  royal  com- 
mand. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's 
the  ninth  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
fand  (even  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of 
our  reign. 

GOD  fave  the  K  i  n  g. 
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^ranfiation  of  the  t*wo  R$yal  Chi' 
duUs  oftbt  King  0/*  Spain. 

DO  N  Carlos,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  King  of  Caltilc, 
Leon,  Arragon,  the  i  wo  Sicilies, 
Jerafalem,  Navarre,  Granada,  To- 
ledo, Valencia,  Gallicia,  Ma- 
lorca,  Seville,  Sardinia,  Cordov<v 
Corfica,  Murcia,  Jaen,  the  AI- 
garves,  Algazires,  Gibraltar,  the 
Canary  Iflands,  the  Bail  and  Weft 
Indies,  the  Iflands  and  Terra  Fir- 
ma,  of  the  Ocean — Archduke  of 
Auftrii,  Duke  of  Burgundy.  Bra- 
bant, and  Milan,  Count  of  Hapf- 
burg,  Flanders,  Tirol,  and  Barce- 
lona, Lord  of  Bifcay,  and  Molina, 
&c. 

To  my  Council,  to  the  Prefi- 
dents,  and  Auditors  of  my  auoien- 
cies  and  chanceries ;  to  the  Al- 
caldes [Mayors]  and  Alguzails 
[Conftables]  of  my  Houfhold  and 
Court.  To  the  Corrigidors 
[Judges]  Afiiftants,  Governors, 
Alcaldes  Majors  [Chief  Mayors] 
and  ordinary,  as  well  of  the  crown 
as  of  their  lordihips,  to  the  abbeys 
iand  religious  orders,  and  to  all 
other  perfons  of  wbatfoever  rank, 
quality,  and  condition  they  may 
be,  in  the  cities,  towns,  and  places 
of  my  kingdoms  and  lordihips  ; 
you  are  to  know,  that  the  2 lit  of 
this  month  I  thought  pro,)er  to 
addrefs  to  my  council  a  decree, 
concluded  in  thei'e  terms,  and 
figned  by  my  hand : 

In  fpite  of  the  earned  defire  I 
have  always  had,  to  prefer ve  to  my 
faithful  and  well-beloved  fubje^s 
the  ineftimable  advantage  of  peace  ; 
and  notwithilanding  the  cxtiaordi- 
nary  efforts  that  1  have  made  at  all 
times,  but  particularly  in  the  pre- 
dent  critical  circumftances  of  Eu- 


rope, to  obtain  fo  eHential  an  ob- 
jed,  carrying  my  moderation  and 
patience  to  an  extreme,  I  beheld 
myfelf  at  lad  under  the  hard  ne- 
ceffity  bf  or4cring  my  ambafTador, 
the  Marquis  d'/\lmadovar,  to  ro-- 
tire  from  the  court  of  London* 
firfl  delivering  in  to  the  Minifter 
a  declaration  (a  copy  of  which  if 
annexed)  reported  to  my  cooncil, 
by  my  firll  Secretary  of  State  ;  as  I 
found  my  own  refped,  and  the 
honour  of  my  crown,  demanded  it 
of  me.  At  the  fame  time  1  caufed 
circular  letters  to  be  wruten  ta 
my  ambafTadors  and  miniAers  ac 
other  court!),  (of  which  the  followr 
ing  is  a  copy)  of  the  original  that 
was  given  in  to  the  faiJ  council.— 
The  council  will  take  care  to  ex- 
pedite the  orders  and  necefTary  ad- 
vices, that  all  my  fubje£ls  may  be 
informtd  of  my  prefent  royal  refo- 
lution,  and  that  they  (lop  all  com- 
munication, trade,  or  commerce* 
between  them  and  the  fubjeds  of 
the  Britifh  King. 

Given  at  Jranjuex,  the  21ft  of 
June  1779. 

Addrcfled, 
To   the  governor  of  the  counciL 

\^Hcre  is  infer  ted  a  Copy  of  the  Re- 

fcript    delivered    by    the    Spanifi 

-  Amhaffadcr   to  Lor</ Weymouth  ; 

.    lahicb  the  reader  nuill  find  in  fagi 

359.     Then  follo^vi   the  circular 

Litter  in  theji  ^words  :'\ 

**  BY  the  aftnexed  copy  of  the 
declaration  '  which  the  Marquis 
d'Almadovar,  the  King's  ambaifa- 
dor  ro  his  Britannic  Majefty,  gives 
to  the  £ngli(h  minifter,  on  hit 
leaving  that  court,  you  will  fee 
the  very  weighty  motives  which, 
have  induced  his  Majefty  to  take 

thac 
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that  refolutlon  ;  being  at  length 
weary  of  fufFering  fuch  great  and 
numerous  morti  heat  ions  from  the 
Britith  cabinet,  aad  Englifh  navy, 
as  is  (hewo  in  the  laid  declara- 
tion.  You  make  what  ufe  of  this 
information  you  judge  convenient ; 
and  chat  it  may  ferve  for  a  new 
teitimony  of  the  jailice  and  indif- 
peniihle  neceiTity  which  adluaces 
bis  Majeily  on  this  occafion,  it  is 
neceffary  to  add  three  particulars 
for  your  inilrudion.  Firftt  That 
whilft  the  court  of  London  fought 
to  am  ufe.  that  of  Spain,  in  fecking 
delays,  and  in  finally  refufing  to 
admit  the  honourable  and  equi- 
table propofals  which  hib  Majeily 
made,  in  qua'ity  of  mediator,  to 
Te-cAabliih  peace  between  France, 
England,  and  the  American  pro- 
vinces, the  Biitifh  cabinet  offered, 
clandedinely,  by  means  of  fecret 
cmiflaries,  conditions  of  like  fub- 
llance  with  the  propofitions  of  his 
Majeily.  Secondly,  That  thefe  of- 
fers and  conditions  not  to  llrange 
or  indifferent  perfons,  but  directly 
'  and  immediately  to  the  niiniiier  of 
the  American  provinces,  refiding 
at  Paris.  Thirdly,  That  the  Bri- 
tifh  minider  haih  omitted  nothing 
to  procure,  by  many  other  methods, 
new  enemies  to  his  M^jefty ;  hop- 
ing, no  doubt,  to  divide  his  atten- 
tion, and  the  carej»  of  his  crown. — 
So  Gv)J  keep  you  in  his  holy  pro- 
tcdion,  &c."  , 

My  above  royal  dec;ree,  having 
been  pubLHied  in  my  council,  it 
hath  ordered  it  to  be  executed. 
In  confcquencc  thereof,  1  order 
all,  and  each  of  you,  in  your  re- 
fpedive  diflrii^s  and  jurifdidions, 
that  as  foon  as  you  (hall  have  re- 
ceived  my  faid  decree,  and  (hall 
have  feen  my  refolution  contained 
therein,  that  you  obfervt:,  accom- 


plifh,  and  execute  it,  and  caofe  it 
to  be  oblerved,  accomplilhed,  and 
executed,  in  all  and  every  place, 
conformable  to  its  tenor ;  giving 
orders,  and  making  convenient  dif- 
pofltioos,  that  my  laid  royal  deter- 
mination be  knovvn  to  all  m^  lub- 
jedls ;  and  that  they  ceaie  from  all 
communication,  trade,  and  com- 
merce between  themfelves  and  the 
fubjed:)  of  the  Britilh  King— /"or 
fuch  is  my  pUafure. 

And  that  the  lame  credit  be  givea 
to  the  printed  copy  of  this  printed 
Chedule,  certified  by  Don  Antonio 
Martinez  Salazar,  my  Secretary, 
Re^iiter  of  Refolutions,  and  oldcll 
Clerk  of  the  Governmeqt  and 
Chamber  of  my  Council,  as  to  the 
original. 

Given  at  Aranjuez,  the  22d  of 
June,  1779. 

signed  I  THii  King. 
Signs  a  liitle  lower, 

J.  Don  Juan  Franci/co  de 
Lafli/tf  Secretary  to  the 
King  our  Lord,  have 
Written  this  prelent,  by 
his  order. 
Alfo  fjgned, 

Don  Manuel  Ventura  Figueroa, 
Don  Manuel  de  Villafranet 
Don  Manuel  hcz, 
Don  Raymundo  dc  Irabien, 
Dou  Bias  de  Kjnvjoja^ 
Regillered.    Don  Nicolas  Verdugo. 

Second    Royal    Chedule    co?itains    as 

follows  : 

I  the  King, 
In  fpite  of  the  earned  defire 
that  I  have  always  had  to  procure 
the  ineftimable  advantages  of  peace 
to  my  faithful  and  well-beloved 
fubjeds,  and  notwithilanding  the 
extraordinary,  efforts  which  1  have 
always   made,  more  efpecially   ia 

the 
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ihc  prefent  critical  ftate  of  affairs 
in  Europe,  to  obtain  that  cfTeniiai 
objedl,  carrying  my  patience  and 
moderation  to  the  utmoll  degree; 
J  faw  myfelf  obliged,  at  lail,  to 
order  my  ambafTador,  the  Marquis 
of  Almadovar,  to  withdraw  fiom 
the  court  of  London,  and  m^ke 
to  the  minifter  there  the  following 
declaration.  [Here /olloivs  the  decla- 
ration given  to  Lord  JVcy.'nouth.'\ 

To  wvhat  has  been  already  men- 
tioned, there  mull  be  added,  that 
whild  the  court  of  London  fought 
to  lull  Spain  to  fleep,  in  fecking 
delays,  and  refufing  to  admit  ihe 
honourable  and  equitable  propo- 
f^U  that  I  made  in  quality  of  me- 
diator, to  reellabliih  peace  be- 
tween France,  England,  and  the 
American  provinces,  the  Britiih 
cabinet  had  clandeiiinely  oifered 
conditions  by  their  fecret  emiiTa- 
ries,  of  the  fame  tenor  as  thofe 
\%  hich  I  propofed  ;  and  addrefled 
thole  conditions  and  offers,  not  to 
ilrange  and  indifferent  perfons/ 
but  directly  and  immediately  to  the 
minider  of  the  American  "provinces 
reJident  zt  Paris.  The  Englifh 
miniilry  alfo  have  neglected  no 
means  to  excite  new  enemies 
againU  me,  hoping  to  divide  my 
attentions  and  the  cares  of  my 
crown. 

In  confequcnce  of  ihcfe  folid 
motives,  by  my  royal  decree  of  the 
2iil  of  this  month,  and  by  other 
ditpofitions  communicated  to  n;y 
fuprcme  council  of  war,  I  have 
rei'olved  to  order  all  communica* 
tion  and  commerce  to  ctafe  be- 
tween my  fubjccls  and  ibofe  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  —  that  all 
the  iubje^s  of  that  Monarch,  who 
are  nut  naturalized  in  my  domi- 
nions, or  who  do  not  employ  thcm- 
ULvti  in   mechanic   arts«   do  quit 


my  kingdom :    but    be   it    under- 
ilood,  that  among  the  above  work- 
men, thofe  only   who  inhabit   the 
interior  of  the  country,  are  not  to 
be   comprehended  ;    but    all    who 
refide  in  my  fca-por's,  or  d^^ell  on 
the  coails  and  froniiers>  mull  equal- 
ly leave  the  kingdom. — That  /rom 
the   prefent    moment    my    fubjciU 
do  carry  on  no  kind  of  commerce 
with  thofe  of  England,  and  its  do- 
minions.     That  they  do  not  traf- 
fick  in  their  productions,  their  fak 
fiih,  or   other  fifheries ;  their  ma- 
nufadure.s  or  Qihcr  merchandizes  ; 
lo   that   this  prohibition    of  oc>m- 
mcrce  be  abfblute  and   real ;  •  and 
do  extend  fo  as  to  render  vicious 
and    contraband    all    the     eiRas, 
productions,  fait  fllh,  fifhcries,  mer- 
chandiaes,  and  manufactures  of  the 
faid  dominions.     That  they  do  not 
admit  or  fuffer  to  enter  into  anjr 
of  my  ports,  any  vcfiel  laden  with 
the  above  named  efrcCls ;  nor  per- 
mit that  fuch  may  be  brought  in 
by  land  ;  being  illicit  and   prohi- 
bited   in   my   kingdoms,    whcnce- 
foever  they  may  come;    but  they 
may  be  feized  wherefoever  found, 
either  in  vcfTels,  >aggages,  fhops, 
warrhoufes,     or    houles    of    mer- 
chants or  traders,  or  any  particu- 
lar   perfon    whomfoever,    whether 
they  be  ray  fubjefts  and  vafTals,  or 
thofe  of  the  kingdoms,   provinces, 
and   (tates   with    whom    I    am    in 
peace,    alliance^    and    irt^    com- 
merce.    Neverthelefs,  in  regard  to 
which,  I  will  that  no  prejudice  be 
done  to  the  peace,  franchifes,  and 
liberties,     in     lawful    commercej 
which  their  ihips,  as  yvell   as  the 
produce  of  their   lands,  provinces, 
and  conquelts,  uhere  they  may  be 
fabricated,  ought  to  enj' y  in    my 
kingdoms,  by   virtue   of  iubfiiting 
treaties. 

Ide- 
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I  declare  that  all  merchants  who 
havtf  any  fait  (i(h,  or  other  produce 
ot  the  filheries  of  the  don>inions  of 
England  in  their  pofTtflion^  mufl 
mike  a  declaration  of  the  fame, 
and  regiller  them  in  the  Ipace  of 
fifteen  days,  lecko  ling  from  the 
publication  of  this  my  prefent  Che- 
dule,  which  is  fixed  for  their  pe- 
remptory term,  before  fuch  officers 
as  fhall  be  appointed  by  Don  ^iiguel 
de  Muzquiz,  my^Soperintendant- 
general  of  Finances,  as  well  in  this 
court  as  eKewhere,  to  the  end  that 
notice  may  be  given.  And  in  cafe 
that  they  keep  them  unregiftered 
beyond  the  faid  term  of  fifteen 
days,  they  fliJ*!!  be  immediately 
declared  to  have  fallen  under  con- 
lifcation. 

I  will  alfo,  that  a  term  of  two 
months  be  allowed  for  the  difpof- 
ing  of  the  faid  fifh,  and  no  pro- 
longation of  that  term  (hall  be 
granted,  but  after  that  term  all 
traders  (hall  be  obliged  to  can'y 
them  to  the  Cuftom  Hoafe,  or,  in 
places  where  there  is  no  Cuftom 
Houfe,  to  fome  houfe  of  govern- 
ment, where  they  (hall  be  publicly 
fold  to  the  higheil  bidder,  in  the 
prefcnce  of  the  G(iiccr  or  cfficers 
deputed  for  that  purpofe,  or,  in  their 
abfence,  in  prefcnce  of  the  magi- 
ilratcs  of  the  place,  who  (hall  give 
the  produce  of  the  fale  to  the  pro- 
prietors, who  (hall  not  be  allowed 
•  to  carry  back  to  their  (hops,  or 
warehoufes,  any  of  thofe  prohibited 
goods,  in  like  manner  as  has  been 
obferved  herecoforc. 

I  have  given  to  Miguel  de  Muz- 
quiz,  a  particular  comroiffion,  that 
in  qu  .lity  of  Supcrintendant-gene- 
ral  of  my  Finances,  he  (hall  have 
the  care  of  the  aforefaid  difpofi- 
tions,  in  the  manner  that  he  (hiU 
judge  mod  proper   to   accompliCh 
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an  objedl  fo  important.  He  (hall 
take  cognizance,  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  by  himfelf  or  his  fub-dele- 
gates,  of  all  difputes  that  may  arife 
in  confequence  of  contraband  ; 
faving  there  is  an  appeal  to  the 
Council  of  Finances  in  the  Hall  of 
Julticc,  excepting  any  martial  con- 
traventions, relpeding  arms,  am- 
munition, and  other  e(Fe6ts  relative 
to  war,  as  are  explained  by  the 
treaties  of  peace ;  the  cognizance 
of  any  difputes  about  thofe  belong- 
ing to  the  Council  of  War,  and 
Martial  Judges. 

1  order,  that  all  the  above  regu-" 
lations  be  obferved,  kept,  and  ful- 
filled, under  the  pains  prefcribed 
by  the  laws,  the  pragmatics,  and 
Royal  Chedule,  paffed  in  former 
times,  from  motives  of  the  fame 
nature,  comprehending  therein  all 
my  fubjedls,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  my  kingdoms  and  lord(hips, 
without  exception  of  any  peribn 
whatfoever,  and  howfoever  privi- 
leged. It  being  my  will,  that  this 
declaration  (hall  come,  as  foon  as 
pofTible,  to  the  knowledge  of  my 
fubjedts,  that  they  may  preferve 
their  efilefls  and  perfons  fjPbm  all 
infults  from  the  Englifh;  for  that 
purpofe  my  Supreme  Council  of 
War  will  make  all  necefTary  difpo- 
fitions,  that  it  be  formally  publi(h^d, 
and  duly  executed. 

Given  at  Aranjuez,  the  26lh  of 
June,  1779. 

(Signed)         ItheKtno. 

This  prefent,  feen  and  ratified 
in  full  council,  hath  been  this  day 
pub]i(hed  by  proclamation  in  the 
ufual  places  of  this  court*  with 
the  affift-ince  of  the  Clerk  of  tlic 
Council  Chamber,  and  the*  Algua* 
fits  of  the  Tribunal,  the  Staff  0». 
cers  of  Place,  the  Serjeants,  Drnm- 
mersj    Fifers,    Kettle   Dmmmers, 

and 
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and  Trumpeters  of  the  Garrifon ; 
a  company  of  infantry,  and  a  pic- 
quet  oH  hoife  ;  as  it  is  verified  by 
the  ofiginal,  remaining  under  my 
.care,  in  the  Secretary's  Office  of 
the  Supreme  Council  of  War. 
At  Madrid^  the  28th 
0f7ir»M779. 

(Signed) 
Don  Joseph  Portuose. 


Tranjlation^of  the  Spanilh  Mawftfto^ 
publijhcd  at  Madrid,  declaring  the 
Motives  nuhich  ha*ve  induced  bh 
Catholic  Majefiy  to  itiitbdranu  bis 
Ambajfadcr,  and  aS  bojlilj  againft 
England. 

IT  would  be  too  long  to  relate  mi- 
nutely all  the  grievances  which 
Spain  might  complain  of  tince  the 
concluilon  of  the  treaty  of  peace  in 
1763  ;  for  that  reafon  we  (hall  re- 
ftraia  oorfelves  to  the  greater  ones, 
and  thofe  rood  recent,  left  we 
(bould  be  accufed  of  reviving  old 
injuries  already  forgotten,  ^^j  the 
fixteenth  article  ot  the  prelimina- 
ries of  that  treaty;  England  ac« 
knowi edged  the  Bay  of  Honduras  as 
making  part  of  the  Spanifh  domi- 
nions, and  bound  itfelf  to  caufe 
every  fortification  that  had  been 
eredied  by  its  fubjefls  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  to  be  demoliihed 
within  four  months  after  the  rati- 
ficatidh  of  the  treaty ;  without  pre- 
fervtng  to  the  court  of  London  any 
other  right  than  that  of  being  per- 
mitted to  cut  log- wood,  without 
any  moleftation  or  hindrance ;  and 
for  which  purpoie,  it^  workmen 
were  to  be  allowed  only  the  houfes 
«id   barracks  eiTentiall/  necc^Tar/ 


to  them.  None  of  thcfe  ftipula- 
tions  have  been  performed  by  the 
E:igli(h  :  they  have  introduced 
themfelves  more  a-nd  more  into 
tUc  ancient  fettlemcnts,  beyond  the 
limits  allotted  them,  and  have  ex-^ 
cited  a  rebellion  among  the  native 
Indians,  providing  them  with  arms, 
and  giving  them  t\'tT'^  fuccour  and 
aflidance  under  the  protedion  of 
Great  Britain. 

Not  fatisfied  with  thefe  vio- 
lences, they  have  cftablifhed  them- 
felves in  many  other  ports,  rivers, 
and  coafts  of  the  Spanifli  territory 
in  the  faid  Bay  of  Honduras  \  in 
which  places  they  could  not  even 
alledgc  the  fpecious  pretence  of 
cutting  log-wood,  but  manifeilly^ 
with  a  defign  of  ufurping  foreign 
dominion,  and  of  imuggling  va- 
rious merchandizes  without  any 
difcretion.  — The  names  of  thefe 
places  wherein  they  went  are,  El 
Pincboy  Rio  Tinto,  Rio  Matina,  and 
many  others:  they  have  there 
trained  op  bodies  of  militia  to  arms, 
and  have  given  the  King  of  Eng- 
land's  brevet,  or  commiffion,  of 
Captain-general  of -all  thefe  fettle- 
ments  or  eftablilbmcnts  to  facob 
Lonry  ;  which  brevet,  or  paffport, 
together  with  many  other  patents  , 
or  commiflions  to  fubaltern  olHcers, 
was  folemnly  read  to  the  whole 
colony  on  the  2 ill  of  September, 
1776,  before  the  troops  and  peo- 
ple. Ail  thefe  proceedings  of  the 
finglifh  were  difcovered  by  the 
Spaniard:,  at  a  time  when  the 
BritiOi  miniftry  had  declared  that 
thofe  encroachments  and  fettle- 
ments  had  been  made  without  their 
approbation,  or  the  fandion  of  their 
authority. 

The   Englilh  fettlers  found  ont 
artifices     and    various    perfidious 

meaos 
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means  to  prevail  on  the   chief  or     that  intention,  the  faid  dodor  had 

leader,    to    revolt    againft    Spain,    brought  up  and  educated  in  his  own 

and  to   itiie'himlelf  King  of   the    houie  a  fon  of  an  Indian  King,  and 

Mofquito    Indians,   and    persuaded 

bim  to  take  the  tide  of  Captain  in 

Chief  of  the  other   Indians,  whofe 

leaders  have  fent  commiffioners  to 

the  Vice-Roy  of   the   Spanifh  go 

▼eminent,    acknowledging     them- 

fclves    as  vaHals  of    his   Catholic 

Miijeily  :  befides  which,  the  Eng- 

lifii  fupplied   them  with  arms,  and 


two  Indians  of  note  in  theie  coun- 
tries I  he  Spanilh  Guarda  Cofias 
were  foon  apprifed  of  the  dolor's 
embarkation,  and  the  Britifh  xxii- 
niflry,  inftead  of  giving  redrefs  to 
remonllrances  for  that  breach  of 
the  treaty,  threatened  Spain  with  a 
war. 

Laft  year,  in  the  month  of  No- 


gave  tlum  all  kind  of  adiftance  to  vember,  fome  Spaniardi  happened 

prevent  their  feeking  the  proteflion  to   fettle   themfelves  on    the  river 

of  Spain,  who   has  an  immediate  Saint  Johne^  on   the  fame  coail  of 

right  upon  the  dominion  of  thofe  Mojquitoy    whereupon     they     buiJt 

territories.     Moreover,  though  fo-  fome  houfes ;  and  when  they  leaft 

reigners  of  all  denominations,  let  expe^ed  it,  they  were  attacked  by 

their  religion  be   wnat  it  will,  be  a   party   of  Englilh,  and   another 

well  received  in    all    the   Englifh  party  of  Indians ;  in  that  conflift, 

fettlements  of  America,   the  Spa-  the  captain  of  the  fhip  was  wound- 

niards  only  have  been  refufed  ad-  ed,  moit  of  his  people  were  put  to 

mittance,  they  being  either  impri-  prifon,   and   many  other  violences 

ibned  or  driven  away.  were    offered.      While     that    was 

The  better  to  prove  the  uniform  tranfa6ting,     the     negociation     of 

delign   Eneland   had   always    har-  peace,    then   on    the    carpet,    was 

boured    of    becoming    mailers    of  carried  on  with  the  greateft  anxi- 

thefe  extcnfive  territories ;   to   lay  ety  by  his  Majcfly,  for  the  bene- 


there  the  foundation  of  itji  fettle- 
ments ;  and  to  augment  every  day 
the  immenfe  prohibited  commerce 
carried  on  by  its  fubj'dls  in  the 
interior  parts  of  the  Spani{h  pro- 
•  vinccs,  we  need  but  relate  what 
happened  in  the  /year  1775.  That 
a    certain    phyfician,    famous    for 


fit  of  England  ;  and  he  was  drain- 
ing every  nerve  to  make  it  fuc- 
ceed.  No  other  proof  is  required 
to  eflablifh  the  efTential  difference 
extant  between  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  of  London,  its  minitters 
and  fubje^^ts,  and  the  generous  and 
roagnanimcus  condudt  of  his   Ca- 


his  voyage  round  the  world,  known  tholic  Majeily. 
by  the  name  of  Dodlor  Irwin,  left        Wherever  they  fet  their  feet  for 

England,    having    with     him    all  the     purpofes    of    fettlement,    the 

kinds  of  tools  for  agriculture,  fe-  Englifh  b  have  in  the  fame  man- 

vcral   artifts,  and  many  oiher  fuc-  ncr  :  for  example,  on    the  coaft  of 

cours  found  by  the  Britifh  minillry,  St.  Bias,  a  province  of  the  Darien, 

t6  the  end  and  purpofe  of  making  they  engaged  the  Indians  that  in- 

a  lalHng  fettlement  in  the  province  habit  the  frontiers  of   the  Spanifh 


cf  N.-icha,  wherein'  he  landed   fe 
veral    families,    and  fcvcral    more 
were  foon  to  follow  them.    With 


fettiements,  to  raife  a  revolt ;  and, 
after  giving  them  all  fuccours,  en- 
ticed,   and    drew   them    on    their 

fide«. 
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fide,  by  decorating  them  with  pom- 
pous parents  and  breVets,  df  com- 
miflioii  of  command  under  the 
I  ro  td  on  of  Great  Britain.  A 
like  comniifiion  was  granted  to  one 
chiet  of  the  Indians,  named  Bernard, 
to  ^v horn  che  governor  of  Jamaica 
fenc  a  formal  patent  or  commiuioQy 
and  in  which  he  was  filled  captain- 
general  of  that  coaft.  That  pro- 
ceeding was  alfo  difcovc  red  at  the 
beginning  of  the  prcfent  year,  and 
complained  of  the  8ch  of  March 
to  the  E  .glilh  miniltry,  who,  pre- 
tending to  be  unacquainted  with 
it,  anfwered  it  in  their  ufual  man- 
ner. 

Many  have  been  the  attempts 
made  by  the  Englifli,  within  thefe 
few  years,  to  drive  into  rebellion 
againit  Spain,  thofe  nations  of  In- 
dia, their  allies,  and  friends,  who 
inhabit  the  lands  contiguoas  to 
Lotufiana  ;  one  while  they  regularly 
provided  them  with  arms  ;  at  other 
tiroes  they  bribed  them  with  prc- 
fentSj  and  honoured  them  with  pa- 
tents and  Englifh  medals,  &c.  &c. 
and  finally,  inftigated  them  to  join 
the  Englifh  troops  to  commit  hofli- 
lities  againit  the  fubjeds  of  his 
Catholic  Majefty. 

Applications  have  been  regular- 
ly made  to  the  court  of  London , 
on  different  occafions,  for  the  re- 
drefs  of  various  offences  of  that 
nature  ;  and  though  its  anfwers 
have  been  made  in  general  terms^ 
fuch  as  thefe :  *^  Wejball  take  nztice 
•'  of  that,  amd  fend  the  necejffary  ^r- 
•■  derj\**  Spain  has  not  yet  feen 
the  alteration  which  fhe  expedled 
an  all  reafon  and  juflice. 

On  the  contrary 9  the  court  of 
.  London,  onder  pretence  of  its  war 
with  the  American  flates,  and  for- 

Setting  fo  well  the  cxadt  impar- 
Eality  obferved  by  the  Spaaiih  co- 
'     Vot.XXir, 


lonies,  as  to  the  good  reception 
the  Englilh  have  always  met  with 
therein,  they  have  committed,  both 
by  land  and  iea,  the  mott  grievooa 
infults  :  having  even  threatened 
with  deflru6tion  a  frigate  of  war  ia 
the  very  capital  town  of  New  Or- 
leans.   . 

Soon  after  this,  and  in  the 
months  of  June  and  July  of  the 
year  1778,  the  EngliCh  prompted 
the  Characas,  Mtrajuies  and  Mica- 
tbas  Indians,  to  .raife  a  rebellion, 
paying  to  each  Indian  the  value 
of  a  fkin  of  venifon  a  day,  and  in* 
ducing  them  to  fall  upon,  with  the 
natural  and  brutal  cruelty  of  thofe 
barbarous  nations,  and  deflroy  the 
Spanifh  fettlements;  notwithfland- 
ing  the  treaty  of  peace  then  in 
force  between  Spain  and  England, 
and  the  pacific  difpofition  m  the 
King,  and  his  impartial  and  up- 
right condud  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
turbances of  America,  and  thehof- 
tilities  committed  againfl  France* 
To  the  pjrpofe  aforefaid,  the  In- 
dians were  to  have  repaired  to, 
and  ^iTemSled  in  a  place  called  the 
Natdest  with  a  body  of  Englifh 
well  rrmed  ;  but  a  happy  circum- 
fiance  prevented  this  barbaroiu 
projefl  from  taking  place :  two  of 
thofe  nations,  convinced,  without 
doubt,  of  the  injuflice  they  were 
going  to  commit,  every  way  repug- 
nant to  the  rights  of  men,  and  to 
the  good  treatment  they  had  alwaya 
received  from  the  Spaniards,  they 
withdrew,  and  thus  difcountenaaced 
the  reft. 

Some  inhabitants  of  the  Spanifh 
dominions  were  carried  away, 
others  were  offered  all  fort  of  vio- 
lence, and  many  compelled  to  car- 
ry arms  and  war  againfl  the  Ame- 
ricans :  particularly  in  one,  aoMHig 
many  other  inftances  of  oor  iub- 
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jc6ts,  a  young  iniQ»  named  Livoisp 
the  ^n  of  a  captain  of  one  of  our 
Spauiih  colonies. 

By  the  laft  news  we  have  receiv- 
ed the  original  letters  of  the  £n^- 
li(b  CommaDder  Hamilton^  in 
which  he  threatened  to  enter  th^ 
Spanifli  territories,  as  has  been  re- 
Ijated  in  the  Gazette  of  Madrid  of 
the  20th  of  July »  ac  the  article  of 
la  Hanjonna:  it  appeared  more* 
over>  by  thofe  letters,  that  the 
Britiih  government  had  given  or- 
ders to  build  many  fortrefTes,  and 
in  particular  a  '  foiid  and  perma- 
nent one  at  the  mouth  of  the  MiJ/i- 
jppif  near  the  lalce  of  Iberville  ; 
which  proceeding  alone  would  be 
fufiicient  to  bring  to  light  the  de- 
igns of  the  court  of  LoMon  again  ft 
the  Spanifli  dominions,  fince  the 
iald  fortreis  could  by  no  means 
mtAtti  the  Americans,  but  would 
be  ^  highly  prejudicial  to  the  Spa- 
iiilh  nation. 

To  the  above  purpofe  we  muft 
HOC  omit,  that  in  the  month  of 
May  in  the  year  1778,  i>««  Fran^ 
€ifc9  Bfiaram,  the  Spanifli  Charge 
d$$  JJkir'ef,  came  to  London  to 
Gompliun,  that  the  Enalifli  had 
inftigatcd  the  Indians  called  Pa/ia' 
gulasf  whofe  habitations  are  conti- 
gnoas  to  Lbuifiana,  to  fliake  off  the 
obedience  they  owe  to  the  King ; 
by  giving  them  commiflions  of 
captains  in  the  fervice  of  his  Bri- 
taonic  Majefly,  and  decorating 
them  with  orders  and  medals.  We 
ihould  never  have  done,  if  we 
wonld  relate,  with  their  circnm- 
ftances,  th^fe*  and  man^  more 
infrittgenftnu  of  the  treaues,  vio- 
lences, and  uforpations  executed 
tbefe  late  years^by  the  £ngli(h  go- 
/vemment  againll  the  Spanifli  do- 

'  iieos. 
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2.  Spain  gave,  in  regard  to 
prizes,  orders  iionilar  to  thofe  of 
France  ;  and  it  caufcd  them  to  be 
put  in  execution  with  fo  much  ri- 
gour and  exadnefs,  that  feveral 
American  privateers,  and  among 
others  the  famous  Cunningham,  ex- 
afperaied  againfl  Spain,  retaliated, 
by  ufing  the  Spaniards  very  ill,  and 
making  upon  them  reprizals,  which 
have  not  as  yet  been  delivered 
back,  though  often  aiked  for. 

3.  Neither  ought  motives  of  jea- 
loui'y  or  the  third  ot  difcord  to  have 
prevailed  upon  the  Enelifli  fo 
much,  as  to  make  them  lofe  any 
fenfe  of  juflice,  gratitude,  or  re- 
fped  in  regard  to  Spain,  confider- 
ing  that  this  lafl  could  carry>  on 
but  little  or  no  trade  with  the 
Englilh  Americans,  having  already 
enough  of  that  it  carries  on  with 
its  own  pofleflions  of  America }  and 
being  amply  provided  with  tytry 
necefiary  by  the  fame.  Ncvcr- 
thelefs,  the  court  of  London,  with 
an  intention  of  keeping  at  hand  a 
fpecious  pretence  for  a  rupture, 
whenever  its  projects  ihould  be  in 
maturity,  affeded  a  great  uneafi- 
nefs  on  account  of  the  mercantile 
correfpondcnce  carried  on  between 
fome  merchants  of  Bilhoa  and 
others  of  the  Englifli  colonies, 
though  that  correfpondcnce  had 
begun  feveral  ypars  before  their 
rupture  with  the  mother  country. 
The  Englifli  miniftry  difcovered 
the  fame  uneaiinefs  for  a  like 
mercantile  correfpondcnce  carried 
on  by  fome  French  merchants  of 
Louifiana  with  the  Americans  ;  and 
pretended  to  call  the  Spaniih  go* 
.•vemment  to  an  account  for  that 

contravention  to  its  own  laws  in 
that  pare  of  the  world :  at  the 
fame  period,  wherein  the  fubjoRa 

of 
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of  England^  called  the  Royalifts^ 
were  found  in  the  fame  contra- 
vention on  the  Spanifli  coafts  of 
Miffiffipi  and  Louifiana^  making  a 
traffic  of  fmuggied  goods  :  many 
of  them  were  taken  up,  and  great 
complaints  have  been  made  for 
the  fame.  The  Englifli  com- 
manders of  thofe  parts  pretended 
proudly,  that  the  inhabitants  pro- 
fecuted  by  them  (hould  not  be  al- 
lowed to  take  refuge  at  Louifiana^ 
if  they  (hould  fly  there  for  it,  while 
the  royalifts  wete  welcome  there* 
and  being  under  no  apprehenfions 
either  for  their  lives  or  properties ; 
for  which  generous  dealing  feve- 
ral  of  them  returned  thanks  to  the 
Spanifh  government  by  word  of 
mouth,  and  in  writing.  The  Spa- 
nifh government  did  not  connne 
itfelf  to  thofe  tokens  of  huma- 
nity. Having  heard  of  a  great 
fcarcity  of  flour  prevailing  at  B^en- 
xacola,  it  fpontaneoufly  fent  a  good 
quantity  of  it  into  that  place  ;•— 
threats,  violences,  and  the  hoftile 
proceedings  laid  down  in  the  fore- 
going articles  are  the  only  thanks 
the  miniihy  and  the  Engliih  nation 
gave  for  the  fame. 

4.  For  fear  we  (hould  be  de- 
tained in  the  enumeration  of  the 
events  anterior  to  thefe  late  times, 
we  (hall  only  fay,  that  the  infults 
offered  by  the  Englifh  navy  to  the 
*  Spani(h  navigation  and  trade,  from 
the  year  1776  till  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  year  1779,  were  al- 
ready 86  in  number,  including 
prizes  taken  by  unjuft  practices, 
^'piracy,  and  robberies  ot  various 
effeds  oat  of  the  vefTels ;  attacks 
made  with  gun-firing,  and  othef 
incredible  violences.  Since  the 
ftid  month  of  March,  and  not- 
withffaindiDg  the  memorial  pre- 
fented   by  the  ambaflador,   Mar- 


qob  de  Almadovar^  00  the  I4tli 
of  the  fame,  in  which  he  eom- 
plained  of  the  principal  grievan- 
ces, and  revived  the  Merooriala 
that  had  preceded,  three  Spanifli 
(hips  were  taken  .by  the  £nglifli» 
on  the  1 2th,  19th,  and  26th  of 
April,  viz.  the  Noflra  fra  di  l^ 
Conception,  the  la  Firgeu  de  Grk» 
cia,  and  the  iar  Almas:  which 
proceeding,  together  with  the  other 
infults,  of  which  a  detail  was  fent 
to  the  fame  ambaflfador,  in  order 
to  be  laid  before  the  EngKfh  roi- 
niftry,  were  fufficient  motives  for 
the  ambaflfador  to  aflfert,  in  Mt 
final  declaration  prefented  to  the 
miniftrv  on  the  lOth  of  June,  that 
the  grievances  of  the  late  years 
did  not  hill  much  (hort  of  ft  hsa* 
dred. 

5.  In  the  two  Utt  yearf>  and  till 
the  beginning  of  March  of  the  pre* 
fent  year,  the  Englifh  navy  has  in- 
fulted  at  I  a  diflFerent  times,  in  the 
European  and  American  feas,  the 
(hips  of  his  Catholic  Majefty* 
among  wUch  were  packets,  lad 
other  fmall  veflTels,  that  had  not  a 
competent  force  to  refifl*  It  makes 
one  blufh  to  defcribe  with  what  in- 
decency and  ignominy  the  King's 
flag  was  treated  by  the  Epglifli 
oflicers  in  thofe  and  other  fimilftr 
cafes.  We  (hall  only  relate  the 
tranfadion  of  the  31  fb  of  Oaober 
of  the  lad  year,  when  an  officer 
having  been  dUipatched  by  two 
Englifh  frigates  to  reconnoitre  the 
Spanilh  (loop,  named  No/ira  9r>* 
aora  de  la  E/clavitud,  between  tie 
I  Acs  of  la  Mona  and  ia  Saona,  he 
obliged  it  to  (bike  his  Majefty's 
flag,  and  then,  taking  it,  he  wip- 
ed the  fweat  off  his  fact  with  its 
coat  of  arms,  to  fiiew  ft  C>^^ 
contempt  for  it.  This  &galaf 
ofiicer,  with  his  compftoioBs,  plao« 
[Ja]  z  0trfd 
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dered  the  (hip,  and  (Iript  the  feamen 
of  fondry  things  efTentially  necei- 
.  fary  to  their  afe. 

6.  I'he  Engliih  nation  entered 
the  Spauifii  territories  eleven  times 
within  a  very  few  years  pail. 
Among  thofe    attempts,  one   de- 

.  ferves  a  particular  notice  ;  viz. 
what  was  performed  on  the  3 1  (I  of 
April,  I777t  by  the  Jong-boati  of 
three  Engliih  lrtgatei»  then  laying 
in  the  Say  of  Gibraltar,  which  fired 
at  the  King's  cut:er,  and  at  the 

foard-houfey  that  was  on  the  bridge 
foforga,  and  carried  away  the  crew 
and  the  goods  of  a  bark  which  bad 
been  uken  by  the  laid  cutter  on 
fafpicioa  of  fmaggltng  tobacco  and 
money.  After  they  had  pofTeffed 
themielves  of  the  whole,  they  re- 
tired, displaying  afFeAcd  civilities, 
and  caking  off  their  hats. out  of 
derifion. 

7.  The  complaints  of  the  conrt 

•  of  Spain  have  been  as  many  as 
the  iofahs  oSered;  memorials  hav- 
iDg  been  repeatedly  presented 
frotn  time  to  time  in  London  and 

.  in  Madrid ,  fo  that  they  might 
be  {aid  to  have  been  innnmerable. 
IjfevertheleGi  the  King  of  Eng- 
land told  his  p  irliament  precifely, 
that  many  of  them  never  came  to 

•  Ua  knowledge,  adding  moreover, 
that  he  was  fally  convinced,  he 
bad  never  given  occaiion  for  the 
aojuft  proceedings,  of  Spain.  We 
BOW  fay  it  over  again*  complaints 
bave  been  fo  repeatedly  made, 
that  on  the  5th  of  February,  1778, 

JPom  Prandfco  E/carano  having  ex- 

.pofed  and  fhewu  fome  of  them  in 

.writing  to  Lord  Weymouth,  did  ex- 
press plainly  how  tired  he  was  of 
preTaating   fo    rnaoy*    by   faying, 

.<<  Tkat  it  appeared  as  if  all  the 

•'*  captains  of  (hips  of  his  £riti£h 

J*  Majeily  bad  agreed  aboot  the 


•*  mode  of  bad  behaviour  to  thofe 
•*  of  the  King  and  of  the  Spaniih 
'*  nation  ;  fince  it  was  known  by 
"  a  conftanc  experience,  that  the 
**  Engliih  ihij5s, always  began  by 
*'  hring  their  guns  at  ours  with 
'*  bullets  ;  then  their  o&cers  came 
*^  on  board  to  regiller  them;  pat 
*•  the  feamen  in  irons,  or  con- 
''<  fined  them  under,  the  hatches  of 
'*  the  (liip:  did  not  in  the  l^ail 
•*  fcrupre  to  carry  away  what 
«  goods  they  had  a  fancy  to,  and 
"  when  they  parted  from  us,  bid  us 
*'  fare  well  by  another  canuonad- 
**  ing  with  rmall  (hot  :  that  the 
**  Spaniih  ihips,  and  elpecially 
•«  the  packet  -  boat5,  which  are 
**  provided  with  guns»  might  have 
•*  repelled  thofe  infults  by  force, 
••  but  that  they  never  did  it,  on 
*y  account  of  the  remarkable  ilri^ 
**  orders  they  had  from  the  Spa- 
**  niih  government,  which  was  an- 
*'  xious  to  live  in  the  beft  harmo- 
•'  ny  with  the  Er»g]i(h  nation  ; 
''and  that  finaily,  by  comparing 
*'  the  exceffive  moderation  of  Spain 
"  with  the  frequent  affronts  offer- 
*•  ed  by  the  Engliih  navy,  his  lord- 
"  ihip  Will  be  able  to  judge,  whether 
"  they  ought  not  to  have  been  paid 
"  attention  to;  and  whither  they 
"  did  not  call  aloud  for  re- 
•«  drefs." 

Thofe  were  the  rxpreflions  made 
ufe  df  by  Spain,  in  Pebraary  1778. 
Let  us  now  fee  what  that  court 
faid  on  the  X4th  of  March  of  the 
prefent  year,  by  the  channel  of 
the  Marquii  d* Almadon:art  in  a.  me* 
morial  written  for  that  purpofe  10 
the  Vijtount  Weymouth. 

The  Spaniih  ambaifador,  after 
referring  to  two  cafes  that  had  been 
anfwered  by  the  Engliih  minifter> 
proceeds  in  this  manner  ;  **  The 
"  King  could  not  help  to  remark* 

•'  that. 
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"  that,  from  all  the  complaints 
••  made  to  the  Englifli  minillry  by 
•'  his  orders,  for  ihcfe  two  years, 
•*  thefe  tsvo  cafes  only  met  with  a 
**  clear  inllrui^tive  anTwer.  Hig 
•*  Majcfty  took  into  con ii deration 
"  the  motives  of  the  aniwer  of 
*'  ihe  1  ;th  of  January,  and  ex- 
•'  cufcs  the  delay  alledged,  as  to 
••  the  uanfaiJlion  that  happened 
••  in  America;*'  but  he  does  not 
fee.  why  any  change  in  the  dciii- 
nation  of  the  (hips,  the  death  of 
the  commanders,  or  the  recall  ot  the 
admirals,  to  whom  the  orders  were 
directed,  (hould  have  prevented 
the  veVification  longed  after  ;  fuch 
were,  however,  the  motives  or  pre- 
tences alledgeii.  If  the  captains 
were  dead,  or  if  the  (hips  had 
changed  their  dation,  had  even 
thofe  changes  and  alterations  been 
univerfal,  and  had  they  happened 
precifely  at  the  time  when  the  ve- 
rification (hould  have  taken  place, 
the  command  of  the  places  near 
whom  the  tranfadlions  happened, 
were,  ncverthelefs,  in  the  fame 
hands,  and  there  ic  was  they  (hould 
have  been  enquired  into.  Suppofe 
the  ofHcers  had  been  changed,  the 
exercife  of  their  function  was  not 
interrupted,  and  the  tribunals  of 
the  dillrift',  who  ought  to  have 
known  of  matters  of  that  fort,  were 
Hill  fub(iiling.  Since  that  time, 
fome  of  the  captaina,  who  com- 
manded the  (hips  that  either  took 
or  ireated  iH  the  Spani(h  ve(r  Is, 
came  over  to  England,  and  hty 
might  have  been  interrogated  upon 
many  articles. 

The  Marquis  of  Almadovar  con- 
tinued to  make  obfervai|ons  upon 
particular  cafes,  and  concluded 
his  memorial  in  this  manner:  '*  fn 
«  a  word,  bad  even  every  circom- 
'*  ftance  coafurred   lo  hinder  or 


''  delay  the  inftrudlion  which  the 
"  Brui(h  miniftry  dcfired,  pre- 
"  vious  to  its  giving  redrefs  to 
"  my  court,  the  King,  my  mailer, 
*'  thought  at  lead,  that  orders  Tent 
••  by  his  Britifh  Majeily  to  his 
"  oriicers  (hould  have  ftopt  the 
•*  courfe  of  thofe  vexations  ;  fo 
'•  far  from  it,  advice  is  conti- 
*'  Dually  received  at  Madrid  of 
*'  recent  injuries,  there  having 
**  been  fent  to  me  from  theoce 
**  the  relation  ot  fome  of  them, 
**  with  injundlion  to  communicate 
*'  them  to  your  lord(hip.  In  com- 
'*  pliance,  therefore,  with  thofe 
*'  orders,  J  have  the  honour  to 
"  inciade  the  relation  thereunto 
*'  annexed, ,  containing  the  moft 
"  notorious  fa6ls,  omitting  others, 
**  for  fear  of  multiplying  cort- 
"  plaints,  though  ihey  are  eq.  al- 
'•  ly  well  founded  on  truth.  Your 
*♦  lord(hip  will  know  from  this  the 
*'  importance  of  thofe  cnoaplaints^ 
•*  and  the  neceffity  of  accelerating, 
•'  as  much  as  poflible,  the  fatisf^c- 
•*  tion  >^hich  the  King  niv  ihader 
"  flatters  himfelf  he  (half  obtaia 
•«  from  the  jufticc  and  equity  of 
"  his  Briii(h  Mdjefty  " 

This  memorial,  given  in  the 
month  of  March,  produced  nothfng 
but  fine  promifes  on  the  part  of 
t  e  Englifli  miniftry,  wiihout  pre- 
venting the  making  prizes  and 
cnmmitinp^  other  irfuits  iii  the 
months,  or  April  and  May  follow* 
ing,  which  was  hinted  at  before 
in  the  tourih  note.  We  may  rea- 
sonably queftion,  whether  the 
Engliih  miniftry  ever  took  the 
trouble  to  read  the  notes  or  enpme- 
ra  ion  of  the  giieyances ;  and  if 
not,  I  he  reaton  is  obvious,  wj^y  b!# 
Britannic  Majelly  had  never  beea 
informed  of  theix),  as  he  war'pleaf- 
ed  to  annonnce  to  his  parliament. 

l^a]  3  Spain 
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Spain  was   more  /ortunate  with 
the   Englifii   governnieac,   becaufe 
at  lead  this  Tail  never  denied  fads, 
bot    always     made     good    offers, 
though  fuch  as  never  were  produc- 
tive of  a  com  pleat  redrefs,  or  even 
prevjenced  the  ufual  vexations.    All 
the   European    powers   know  very 
well   the  pra£lices  of  (he  Englilh 
navy   in    its    depredations  ;    what 
country  has  not  experienced  them 
cither  in  the  prefent.  or   the   late 
war  againft  France  and  England : 
but  they  did  not 'know,  nor  could 
they  have  imagined,  that  the  cap- 
tain  of  the    Englifli    frigate    or 
(loop  of   war^   tbt   Zefhir,    com* 
snanded   by   Thomas  Haftb,   after 
taking  by  unjuft  means  the  Spanifh 
(hip»    ha    Trinidad^    going    from 
BilDoa  to  Cadiz,  towards  the  end 
of  I777»  loaded  with  leather,  oails, 
sroo«  and  other  goods*  fliould  car* 
17  her  into  Tamgifrt,  and  there  uy 
to  exchange  her  for  an  American 
brigantbe  (which  had  been  uken 
by  a  corfair  of  Morocco)  leaving 
the  captain,  pilot,  and  all  the  ma- 
stners  for  flaves.     Happily,  how- 
ever, the  Moors  did  not  accept  uf 
that    propofal,   and    the   ihip  was 
condoled  to  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar ; 
and  there  being  no  kind  of  pre- 
tence 10  declare  her  a  lawful  prize, 
they  abandoned  her,  after  having 
plondered  A  great  deal  of  her  cargo ; 
the    ihip,    hoarever,    fuiFered    io 
much  in   the  action  whtu  taken, 
that  having   met  with 
yrind    near   Gibraltar, 
not  hold  it  oot,  but  was  ihipwreck 
cd  on  the  coalls.    No  faith  would 
be  given  to  a  fad  of  that  nature, 
if  the  truth  of  it  was  not  <b  well 
cftabliihed ;  and  nobody  could  ever 
imagine^  that  a  nation  fo  learned 
and  improved  as  the  Englilh  are. 


(hould  bring   up  and  employ  fea« 
ofiicers  poffefling  fuch  principles. 

9.  The  injuilice  of  the  fentences 
pronounced  by  the  Englifli  judges 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  their  extra- 
vagant   conduA,    may    be    afcer* 
tained  by  the  two  following  cafes : 
the    Englifh    cutter,    the    Lively^ 
Commanded  by  Jofeph  Smith,  took 
the  Spanifli  (hip,  the  St.  Nicholas, 
and    St,  Celmo,    (the    property  of 
Don  Manuel  del  Cer<vo  Ruhio,  an 
inhabitant  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
La  Carugna)  bound  from  that  port 
to  the  Spaoifli  iiles.     The  Englifli 
captain  carried  her  into  the  ifland 
oi  Jnguila,  where  it  was  declared 
ihe  was  not  a    legal   prize  ;    and 
having  been  releaTed,  the  Englifli 
governor  gave  her  a  paflport  to  con- 
tinue her  voyage  unnnolefted.   That 
precaution,  however,  did  not  avail 
to  her;   for,  at  her  going  out  of 
port,  another  Englifli  floop  of  war 
took  her,  and  carried  her  into  St. 
Chriftophcr's,  to  the  port  of  Bajfe- 
terre,  in  which  place  flie  was  ico« 
tenccd  to  be  a  legal  prize.     The 
Spanifli  packet' boat,  the  St.  Pedro, 
commander.  Captain  FtancJ/co  fCa- 
njier    Garcia,    had    the    fame    lot 
iince,    having   been   taken  on  the 
8th  of  May,  1778,  by  the  Englifli 
captain  James  Dunno-vaUf  and  car- 
ried into  the  fame  ifle  of  Jn^uila, 
flic  was   there   declared  an   ulegal 
prize,  but  at  her  departure,  another 
Englifli    cruizer.    Captain    Jofeph 
a  gale   of^  Jrmet,  which   happened  to   b^in 
flie    could    the  fame  port,  retook  her,  and  car- 
ried her  into  St.  Cbrifiopbtr^  where 
ihe  was  fentenced  a  legal  prize,  as 
the  former  had  been. 

I  a  No  other  power  has  expe- 
rienced, like  Spain,  the  aggref- 
fions  and  ufurpations  of  the  Eoglifii 
govfrnmeiitj  made  in  the  time  of 
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the  mo8  profoand  peace,  and  with- 

ouc  any  previous  declaration  of 
war.  There  is  hardly  one  of  thofe 
£ngli(h  territories,  which  former- 
ly  belonged  to  Spain,  that  has  not 
been  taken  by  furprize,  in  time  of 
peace  ;  and  all  the  feas  may  be 
witnefTes  that  when  the  Spanilh 
(hips  were  beaten  or  taken,  there 
was  no  reafon  to  beKeve  they 
ihould  be  attacked :  it  has  been  a 
pradice  with  no  other  cabinet, 
but  the  Engli(h,  to  conclude  a 
treaty  with  Spain^  and  immediate- 
ly after  to  commit  the  greatell  hof- 
tilities  again  ft  that  fame  treaty. 
After  fnch  a  condu£(,  we  leave  it 
to  the  conlideration  of  the  impar- 
tial world  to  decide,  if  the  King 
was  wrong  to  augment  his  naval 
forces,  and  to  fruftrate,  by  antici- 
pation, the  defigns  of  his  enemies 
and  offenders. 

IX.  No  motives  whatfoever 
Ihould  have  hindered  England  to 
give  redrefs  to  Spain,  to  have  pre- 
vented new  infults,  and  return  it 
the  gratitude  it  deferves  ;'  iince, 
in  fpite  of  the  proje£ls  and  public 
threats  of  feveral  members  of  the 
Englilh  parliament,  in  the  feflton 
of  the  months  of  December,  1777, 
and  January  and  February,  1778; 
(who  propofcd  to  fettle  the  difputes 
with  the  Americans,  in  order  to 
make  war  again  ft  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon)  the  Catholic  King  never 
would  make  any  treaty  with  the 
colonies,  for  fear  of  giving  to  the 
court  of  London  the  leaft  pretence 
for  complaints.  We  do  not  by  this 
mean  to  fay,  that  the  French  mi- 
niftry  had  not  the  ftrongeft  reafons 
to  fear   new   enemies,   and  coiffe- 

Saenily  to  prevent  the  hoftile  de- 
gns  of  the  firitifti  cabinet. 
12.  The  French  court  behaved 
with  fo  much  candour  and  fincerity 


in  the  treatv  made  wkh  the  Am'e' 
ricans,  (of  which,  however,  th^ 
Catholic  King  knew  nothing  then) 
that  the  fame  court  declared>  by 
its  ambaflador  in  London,  that 
Spain  had  no  hand  .  at  all  in  it. 
Notwithftandinjg  this,  by  orders 
difpauhed  to  Don  Frmttijco  EJearm* 
M,  the  Spaniih  Chargi  dn  Ajfairu 
in  London,  on  the  24th  of  Mareh» 
he  had  inilra£Hons,  among  other 
things,  to  declare  to  the  EngHfh 
mintftry,  that  though  his  Catholic 
Majefty  had  taken  no  ihare  in 
what /had  happened  between  France 
and  America,  and  was  ftill  refolved 
to  preserve  the  peace,  this  was  to 
be  underftood,  **  As  long  as  his 
"  Majefty  could  make  it  confiftent 
''  with  the  dignity  of  his  crown» 
"  with  the  prefervation  of  his 
"  rights,  and  the  protedion  he 
"  owes  to  his  fubjeAs;  and  that, 
"  therefore,  the  condn^  of  Spain 
'*  (hould  be  guided  by  that  of 
''  England."  This  was  the  de- 
claration  «ade  by  Efcarano  to  the 
Vifcount  Weymouth,  in  a  private 
audience  he  had  on  the  4th  of  April 
following,  and  he  acquainted  his 
court  with  it,  on  the  Sth  of  the 
fame  month. 

13.  It  has  been  the  manifeS 
leading  project  of  England,  to 
bring  about  a  re-nnion  of  the  co- 
lonies with  the  crown,  in  order  to 
arm  them  agalnft  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  or  to  lead  that  fame 
Houfe  into  an  error,  by  means  of 
treacherous  negociations  and  trea- 
ties, in  order  to  take  revenge  OA 
the  colonies,  after  having  made 
them  enemies  to  France.  The 
beginning,  progrefs,  and  conclu* 
fion  of  the  negociations,  related  in 
this  manifefto,  eftablifh  evidently 
the  certainty  of  that  projeA,  and 
the  fafb  contained  in  the   fubfe* 

\Ad\  4  quent 
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qocDC  notes,  will  pro? e  it  bcjroad 
a  doobt. 

14.  The  King  of  Spain  coold 
not  obferve  a  greater  circumrpe^tioa 
than  be  did,  to  aroid  engaging 
himfelf  in  an  Qofruitfol  negotiation» 
or  getting  entangled  in  its  confe- 
aoences  ;  be  nfed  tbr  {aine  expref- 
nnns  cvitb  tbe  court  of  London  tha( 
he  bad  done  with  France,  fending 
orders,  on  the  i9tb  of  April,  to 
the  Charge  dis  Jffairts^  Don  Fran- 
€if:o  LfcaroMOt  direding  him  to 
require  from  tbe  BritiOi  minillry, 
#«  a  manifell  declaration  from 
"  them,  expreiCng  their  real  long- 
**  ing  a^er  a  negotiation  with 
^'  France,  by  tbe  mediation  of 
**  his  Majefty,  and  fetting  forth 
"  the  chief  arudes  whereupon  to 
**  ground  it." 

Thofe  and  other  like  precautions 
became  nece/Tary  with  a  miniflry 
that  alwayj  affeds  to  Tpeak  m^9it^ 
rioufly,  ambiguoufly,  and  with  art- 
ful 'reftfidion,  and  who  delivered 
their  thoughts  to  the  S^anifh  am- 
bailadbrs  and  public  minifiers  in  a 
SDode  very  different  from  that  made 
ttfe  of  in  the  public  difpatches  of 
bufinefs  di reded  by  that  fame  mi- 
Bifiry  to  the  Eoglim  ambafludor  in 
tidadrid.  The  Spanilh  cabiaet. 
Which  dees  not  adopt  that  politi- 
cal method  of  delivery,  had  the 
opcn-heartednefs  to  warn  the  fa  id 
ssiuiftry,  to  fetit  afide  ^uri-ig  the 
xourfe  of  the  negotiation,  \^ithout 
iniUling  00  the  candour  and  liuce- 
rity  the  fame  reqoi»-es, 

15.  Orders  were  .cnt  to  ^flrii^^, 
on  tbe  23d  and  2^^  of  May,  and 
on  the  iftof  JuDc  la(l  ycur,  dired- 
ing him  to  keep  a  profound  filence 
upon  the  negotiation  that  had  been 
agitated  ;  and  ta  declare  again  to 
the  court  of  London,  that  his  Ca- 
tholic Majefty  was  always  in  the 


iame  pacific  difpofition,  and  wouM 
continue  fo,  as  long  as  the  condo^ 
of  the  Eogliih  nation  Ihonld  not 
compel  him  to  alter  his  (entimencs. 
England  cannot  complain,  that 
Spain  has  not  repeatedly  declared 
this  fame  refolution  of  the  King. 

1 6.  It  is  evident  from  the  con- 
tents of  the  above  n9tes»  that  hofti- 
lities  like  the  preceding,  and  evea 
greater  ones,  were  committed  hf 
England  againfl  the  Spanifli  terri- 
tories, and  the  Spanifli  flag,  on- 
der  the  ma(k  of  friendfliip,  and  in 
the  midH  of  the  mod  cordial  pro- 
teflations,  and  aflurances  of  peace. 

17.  It  would  not  appear  ftraoge, 
if  clandeftine  orders,  fimilar  to  thofci 
given  to  take  pofTeffion  of  the 
French  Settlements  in  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, had  been  fent,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this  year,  for  to  fall  upon 
the  Philippine  Iflands,  and  if  the 
emi/Taries,  fent  foon  after  throng^ 
Alexandria  and  Zutx^  had  been  in* 
trufled  with  the  condud  of  that  en- 
terprize  :  at  lead,  thofe  are  the 
opinions  of  the  mod  judicious  men, 
and  alfo  of  thofe  who  are  the  beft 
acquainted  with  the  tranfadions  of 
tbe  court  of  London.  Time  will 
bring  thofe  myflcries  and  enigmas 
to  light ;  and  the  world  will  be 
better  able  to  comprehend,  hovy 
the  generofity  oJP  the  King  of  Spain 
has  been  correipondent  with  that 
of  the  Englifli  cabinet ;  at  a  time, 
when  his  Catholic  Majefty  fpared 
no  pains  to  obtain  an  honourable 
peace,  and  free  that  nation  from 
great  calaqaities  and  misfortunes. 

18.  The  Catholic  Kin^  conti- 
nued his  mediation  to  his  Mo£t 
Chriflian  Majefty,  with  an  intent 
of  making  a  peace,  not  only  be- 
canfe  his  religious  and  pious  heart, 
and  the  love  he  profefles  to  hif 
fubjedsi  and  to  the  human  race  ib 

general^ 
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genfraU  infpired  him  with  thofe 
lentiments ;  but  moreover,  becaufi: 
the  court  of  London  continued  to 
inAnuate  its  defire  of  coming  to  an 
accommodation  with  France.  And 
indeed  hardly  wi|s  the  Co^.nt  of 
Almado<uar  arrived  in  London,  but 
Jie  acquainted  his  own  court,  on 
the  14th  of  September,  1778,  that 
in  a  long  conference  he  lately  had 
with  the  Vifcount  IVsymMth,  that 
jniniller  had  concluded  his  dif- 
courfe  with  thofe  terms  ;  viz. 
**  That  the  King,  his  matter, 
"  knew  the  amiable  difpofitions 
«'  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  ;  that 
**  he  was  indebted  to  him  for  his 
*'  demonftrations  of  friendQiip  ; 
•«  and  rooft  fincerely  dciired  to  ter- 
V  minate  the  prefent  war  by  his 
''  mediations,  by  a  method  con- 
f  fident  with  the  honour  of  the 
"  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  by 
"  which,  at  the  fame  tim^,  an 
*'  e<jual  regard  (hould  be  paid  to 
f  France."  In  confideration  of 
the  nfual  tendernefs  and  honour 
due  to  the  crown.  Lord  Wty mouth 
recommended  to  the  Marquis  d'^Al- 
madavar,  not  to  ufe  in  his  dif- 
patches  .  (as  he,  Weymouth,  would 
have  the  fame  care  in  his  own) 
thefe  words  •'  to  afk  the  media- 
*«  tion,**  but  •*  to  requeft  and  tp 
**  wilh  that  his  Catholic  Majcfty 
*'  (hould  inierpofe  his  mediation." 
The  Lord  Grantham  fpoke  fubftan- 
tially  the  fame  language  in  Ma- 
drid i  and  his  Catholic  Majeily, 
paving  taken  it  into  his  confidera- 
tion, ordered  a  note  or  memo- 
rial to  be  delivered  to  that  ambaf- 
/S|dor,  on  the  28th  of  the  faid 
snonth  of  September,  and  a  copy 
oif  the  fam^  was  difpatched  to  the 
Marquis  of  JlmaJovar,  with  di- 
rcflioo  to  communicate  it  to   the 
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Englifh  government.  We  thought 
it  indifpenfibly  neceifary  to  write 
out  the  anfwer  contained  in^  the 
fame  memorial  ;  bccaufe  it  will 
throw  light  upon,  and  ferve  for  the ' 
right  underfianding  of  the  faid  ne- 
gotiation ;  and  which  was  as  fol* 
lows : 

•'  The  King  coniidering  what 
**  has  been  written  by  hi^  ambaf- 
«<  fador,  the  Marquis  of  Almad^^ 
**  *var,  and  out  of  love  for  man- 
*'.kind;  and,  moreover,  to  con- 
'*  tinue  upon  good  and  amicable 
"  terms  with  both  the  Kings  of 
"  France  and  Great  Britain;  and 
"  alfo  IcA  he  might  be  reproached 
«*  with  refufing  to  promote,  as  far 
**  as  lays  in  his  power,  the  tran- 
''  quillity  of  Europe,  he  has  re- 
«•  Iclvcd  to  notify  to  each  court, 
"  that  if  they  fincerely  wifh  to 
'*  enter  into  a  plan  of  reconcilia- 
"  tion,  by  the  mediation  of  hit 
»•  Majefty,  without  prejudice  to 
.'«  the  honour  of  either  crown,  but 
*'  with  an  anticipated  anxiety  for 
*'  the  dignity  of  both ;  the  rooft 
"  regular  and  decent  mode  of  pro- 
"  ceeding  is,  that  each  conrt 
**  (hould  deliver  into  the  King's 
*'  hand,  \^ithout  delay,  and  at  the 
•*  fame  time,  the  conditions  and 
**  the  articles  they  intend  to  oh* 
"  tain  or  to  j^rant  by  the  treaty, 
"  that  his  Majedy  may  communis 
**  catc  to  the  one  court  the  propofi- 
"  tions  of  the  other,  to  the  end 
"  that  they  may  be  modified,  dif- 
"  cuffed,  or  rcfufcd.  That,  after 
'*  a  due  examination  of  the  whole, 
"  his  Majefty  (hall  propofe  his 
*'  own  plan  of  pacification  to  ter- 
*•  minate  the  difference.  That 
''  the  negotiation  muft  ftipulate 
**  the  method  of  concerting  with 
«'  the  Americans;   without  which 

«  the 


378]     ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1779. 

«*  the  wiihed-fbr  peace  cannot  be 
**  attaioed :  and  finally,  that  at 
**  one  and  the  fame  time,  the 
**  conditions  relative  to  the  pri- 
*'  vate  intereil  of  England  and 
«*  Spain  ihall  likewife  be  difcuf- 
**  kd  and  fettled;  that  the  King 
'*  would  be  ferry  if  this  method 
**  was  not  adopted^  or  if  the  ne- 
*<  gociation  was  not  conduced  with 
•'  fincerityi  fince,  in  fpite  of  the 
*'  wiihea  and  pacific  diipofitions  of 
'*  his  Majefty,  he  forefees  that  the 
**  circumtlances  of  the  prefent  war 
**  mnft  oblige  him  to  become  a 
*'  party,  the  neceflity  of  having  his 
**  Aag  refpeded,  and  of  repelling 
"  the  infolts  which  are  daily  offer- 
*'  ed  to  his  fubjeds,  having  occa- 
^'  fioned  expenfive  armaaiencs,  and 
**  immenfe  lofles.''  The  conclu- 
lioA  of  the  fore^ing  anfwer  cau(ed 
snoch  uneafineis  to  the  court  of 
London,  which,  neverthelefs,  fenc  a 
frigate  that  entered  the  port  of  C#- 
runna  on  the  loth  of  November,  with 
difpatcbes  for  Lord  Grantham^  with 
the  anfwer  of  the  fame  court.  That 
anfwer  was  delivered  on  the  14th  of 
the  faid  month  of  November ;  and 
the  contents  of  it  werei  that  the 
court  of  London  accepted  with  plea- 
Hire  the  mediation  o\  his  Catholic 
l^ajeily  to  fettle  the  difFcrences 
that  cxided  between  EngUod  and 
France,  provided  the  latter  wculd 
withdraw  the  fuccours  and  aid  it 
gave  to  the  colonies.  As  to  the  ar- 
ticles relative  to  the  reciprocal  in- 
tereft  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain, 
the  reply  was,  that  hi&  Britiili  Ma- 
jcAy  was  ready  at  all  times,  and 
wiihed  earnefily  to  enter  into  that 
difcoffion ;  and  to  fettle  them  fo 
as  to  eUabliih  reciprocal  advantages 
to  both  empires.  The  Catholic 
King,  io  compKance  with  the  ten- 
der h^  had  made  to  both  courts. 


communicated  to  each  of  them  on 
the  20(h  of  November  the  preten- 
fions,  propofitions,  and  overtures 
made  reipe^ively  :  peHuading  both 
of  them,  with  various  reafonings, 
to  feek  means  and  temperaments 
produdive  of  a  fmcere  uod  honour- 
able  reconciliation.  At  the  faoM 
time  a  letter  was  fent  to  the  Mar- 
quis of  Alfnado^ar^  fetting  forth 
what  follows ;  viz.  **  Your  Ex* 
'  cellency  is  authorifed  to  fettle 
'  the  matters  relative  to  our  own 

*  intereil,  on  which  important 
'  bufinefsy  the  tttmoft  efirorts  of 
'  your  aeal    mull  be  employed  : 

*  fince  the  King,  wlv3  wi(hes  fin- 

*  cerely   to   prefer ve   the    peaee^ 

*  will   receive  the  greateA  plea- 

*  fure,  if  he  fees  thofe  differences 

*  fatisfa£lorily  fettled  :  to  the  fame 

*  purpofe  let  your  Excellency  re- 
'  mind    the    Engliih    miniliry    of 

<  the  generofity  of  Spain,  for  its 

<  impartial    proceedings     in    cir- 

*  cumftances  fo  critical  as  the  pre- 
'  fent  ones.  But  let  your  Ex- 
'  cellency    rcprefent,    how   badly 

*  we  have  been  anfwercd,  and 
'  how  ill   we  are  conllantly  treat- 

*  ed  by  the  Englifti  navy,  as  may 

*  be   afceriained  trom  the  infuhs 

*  that  our  navigators  receive  al- 
'  mod  daily  in  different  parts  of 
'  the  ocean,  and  in  the  very  ports 
'  and  places  on  the  coafts  of  this 
'  peninfula.     lh:.c  court  will  un- 

*  derftand  that   the    greatell  pro- 

*  teltations  of  friendSiip  have  no 

*  force  to  perfuade,  while  repeat- 

*  ed  infuhs  are  never  reproved  or 
'  challifed,  efpecially  after  we  have 
'  been  for  years  expofing  to  them 

*  our  grievances  in  the  moft  cor- 

*  dial  open  manner,  and  with  the 

*  mod  cautions  expreflions. 
«<  Yoor  Excellency  is  not  igno^ 

'  rant  of  what  has  been  regulated 

«  by 
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by  the  preliminaries  of  the  trea- 
ty of  Paris  in  the  year  1763,  in 
the  1 6th  article,  relative  to  the 
Engliih  fettlements  in  the  Bay 
of  Hondarat  and  other  adjacent 
territories.  It  was  there  Hipa- 
lated  in  pofitive  terms,  that, 
whatever  fortifications  had  been 
bnilt,  they  (hoald  be  demolifii* 
ed ;  and  that  the  £ngli(h  (hoald 
only  be  allowed  to  have  fome 
houfes  and  magazines,  without 
being  molefted  in  the  cutting, 
or  in  the  carriage  of  the  log- 
wood out  of  the  territories,  which 
have  always  been  acknowledged 
to  b^Io^g  to  Spain.  Not  only 
that  demolition  was  never  per- 
formed, but  the  fortifications 
have  been  even  augmented ; 
and  there  is  now  artillery  and 
garriiODb  in  them  :  fo  that  thoit 
plantatior.s  have  been  converted 
both  into  a  military  government 
with  patents,  and  by  the  ancho- 
rity  of  that  court ;  and  into  a 
permanent  colony  by  the  ufur- 
pation  of  foreign  territories,  and 
a  formal  contravention  to  the 
treaties. 

*•  Other  entcrprizes  of  the  fame 
nature  have  been  made  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  thofe  extenfive 
coafts  ;  as  his  Excellency  will 
find  related  in  the  papers  of  hit 
fecretaryfhip ;  and  his  Excel- 
lency is  likewife  deiired  to  take 
notice  of  the  artful  mschina- 
tions  made  ufe  of  by  the  Eng- 
liih to  arm  the  Indians  againft 
the  Spaniards.  There  being  no 
poffibility  of  eftflbliihing  a  &lid 
and  fincere  friendfliip^  eicept 
redrefs  be  gives  for  fuch  nolo- 
riotis  grievances*  and  eaeepc 
they  be  preveniad  10  happen  i« 
future,  it  becoACt  tiM  coort  of 
l^ondon  to  comfcafete  tlwle  in- 


juries according  10  the  didates 
of  equity,  and  then  others  will 
be  laid  before  the  fiud  court  with 
the  fame  freedom  :  thofe  redref- 
fes,  however,  once  granted,  £ng« 
land  will  find  no  inftances  of 
better  difpoiition  than  thoie  har^ 
boured  in  the  heart  of  our  augail 
Sovereign. 

**  I  have  at  different  periods  ac* 
quainted  your  Excellency  (as  I 
had  often  done  yo^ur  predecefibr 
in  the  embaify)  of  the  varioat 
infults  we  received  near  Louifia^ 
na ;  whi^rein  the  Engliih,  eitfter 
inlligated  the  Indians,  our  aU 
lies,  to  raife  a  rebellion  againft 
us,  and  to  fight  o«  with  tho 
arms  and  ammunition  they  had 
put  into  their  hands,  or  infulted 
the  Spaaifh  plantations  and  fet* 
tlcments,  and  even  threatened 
to  attack  the  captui  towns,  with 
their  men  of  wart  under  the 
moft  frivolous  pretences,  eo 
way  excttiafetle.  On  this  head, 
i  fliall  only  add,  that  extortiona 
have  been  fo  continual,  that 
they  ery  loud  for  a  prompt  re- 
medy. 

«<  Finally,  your  Excellency  it 
well  informed  of  all  the  infnltt 
we  have  fufiferedt'and  whidh  wo 
never  deferved,  either  by  our 
pait  or  preient  condufi.  C6n- 
feqnently  your  Excellency  will 
expofe  onr  rights  with  tho 
greateft  cordiality  and  modern- 
tion,  to  the  end  that  the  £ng. 
lifh  minifiry  may  be  convinced 
of  the  reAitnde  and  fincerity 
of  our  condud,  and  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  fettling  at  once  our 
difierences,  and  of  regulating 
oar  claims  and  interei;  at,  the 
fame  time  ftifltog  whatever  may 
lead  to  any  fiitnre  difeord,  for 
the  refpcAive  utility  of  both  am. 
"  dons,. 
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'*  tiool,  apoo  which  I  refer 'to  the 
"  inftradioos  feiit  to  your  Excel- 
*•  leocy.  A  fofficient  power  has 
*•  alrrady  been  tore  fled  in  your 
•«  Excellency,  and  a  greater  one 
••  will  be  given,  if  ncceflary,  the 
**  more  efl^oatly  to  coofoHdaie 
««  the  friendfiiip  of  the  two  courts  ; 
^*  which  imporunt  point,  and  tha: 
'•  of  a.  general  peace,  arc  the  two 
''  obje^s,  which-  the  magnanimous 
'*  hemrt  of  our  Sovereign  greatly 
*•  longs  after.  I  foppofe,  however, 
'*  chat  your  Excellency  will  not 
''  forget,  that  we  can  ^  nothing 
"  whatever  againil  the  intereil  of 
**  France,  whoie  friendihip  mnft 
"  always  be  one  of  our  greateH 
**  concerns."  * 

In  confeqeence  of  the  fads  and 
traofadiont  already  enumerated, 
the  world  will  be  convinced  of  the 
csrcamfpedioo,  fincerity,  and  at- 
teatioo,  with  which  the  Catholic 
%Mg  hat  endeavoured  to  conclude 
a  peace  iblidly  cemented,  and  to 
obuun  from  England  redrefs  for  an 
infinite  n amber  of  infolts.  The 
court  of  London,  moreover,  affeds 
BOW,  to  compel  his  Majefly  to  take 
up  arms,  (a  part  he  has  already 
taken)  -  by  renewing  the  infolts, 
without  any  appearance  of  offering 
ledreft. 

lo.  The  propofitions  of  Eng- 
land, in  anfwer  to  the  difpatches 
•f  his  Catholic  Majefty  of  the  aoth 
of  November,  1778,  were  not  ix- 
ceWed  in  Madrid  before  the  13th 
of  janaary,  1779*  and  were  the 
fcfiilt  of  a  conference  held  the  28ih 
of  December  lal},  between  the 
Marquis  o{'Almmd9^ar  and  the  Vif- 
coant  ffej^wteuik. 

What  k:s  been  the  condud  of 
that  mioiffer  in  tlus  occurrence, 
my  be  colleded  from  the  follow- 
l^i  exprdbms  cootained  in  the 


difpatches,  defigned  as  an  anfUer^ 
and  direded  to  the  Marquis  of  Al- 
maJavMr,  rn  the  2cth  of  the  fame 
month  of  Janaary :  ••  I  hare  read 
•*  to  the  King  (thore  are  the  very 
**  words)  the  wljolc  difparches  cf 
•'  your  Excellency,  as  well  as  the 
•*  paper  delivered  to  him  by  Lord 
**  Weymcutb ;  I  have  at  the  fame 
**  time  inforiTied  his  Majefty  of  the 
*•  remarks  and  cSiervations  that 
*•  Lord  Grantham  has  communi- 
*'  cated  10  me,  relative  to  the  fame 
**  objeft.  This  ambafTador  has 
*'  put  in  my  hands  another  paper 
"  (inilar  to  that  which  your  Mi- 
•*  nifter  of  State  has  forwarded  by 
•'  ycur  Excellency;  neverthelefs, I 
*«  muft  fay  t^at.  neither  in  the  ex- 
*•  plications  of  Lord  Grantham^ 
**  nor  in  the  difpatches  that  he  re- 
•'  ceivcd  from  his  court,  arc  found 
"  the  fubflantial  and  fpecific  ex- 
''  preifions,  which  have  been  made 
*•  ofe  of  with  yoor  Excellency,  in 
•'  order  to  induce  the  Kiag  to  pro- 
*-*  pofe  a  method  of  a  a  accommo- 
"  dation. 

**  Notwithftanding  that,  I  fhal} 
•*  tell  to  yoor  Excellency  with 
**  freedom  and  exactnefs,  the  re- 
*'  flexions  made  by  th;;  King,  the 
'**  refolution  he  has  taken,  and  the 
"  conduct  your  Excellency  (hoold 
*'  keep  to  caufe  it  to  be  under- 
'*  flood,  and  get  an  anfwer,  and 
••  the  preient  difpatches  will  fervc 
<«  to  yoor  Excellency  as  inilrue- 
«•  lions. 

•«  His  Majefty  has  already  rc- 
'*  marked,  that  the  court  of  Lon- 
"  don  exprefles  itfelf  differently  by 
"  word  off  mouth  to  what  it  docs 
"in  ivriting;  that  is  to  {z^y  by 
**  word  of  month,  it  appears,  as  if 
'*  that  court  wilhed  for  nothing 
**  more  eagerly,  than  to  hear  the 
**  convenient  and  honoarable  tem- 
<<  peramtoi^ 
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"  f  eratttent  his  majefty  hat  founds 
**  in  order  to  accede  to  ic ;  and  in 
'*  writing,  it  appears,  that  the  Bri- 
'«  tilh  Miniftry  perrift  in  their  for- 
**  mcr  ideas,  exprefling  only  their 
**  defjre  of  a  peace l)y  general  pr6- 
«'  teflations." 

Subfequently  to  the  foregoing 
rcfledions,  others  were  fet  down 
in  the  faid  ditpatchcs  to  the  Mar- 
quis of  Almadovar,  explaining 
Tome  thoughts  ihat  occurred  to  his 
Majcily,  with  a  de'fire  o^'  falling 
into  a  prudent  and  honourable 
method  that  might  facilitate  the 
pacification.  The  fubflance  of 
thofe  ideas  was  confined  to  know, 
whether  it  mi^ht  be  expedletS  that 
the  EDglifh  Cabinet  would  confent 
to  a  long  continued,  truce  between 
the  belligerent  powers  and  the  co- 
lonies, that  might  be  prudently 
combined,  to  prefervc  the  dignity 
of  each  of  them,  and  confolidated 
with  various  precautions,  to  re- 
move any  fufpicion  of  a  new  rup- 
ture ;  for  which  purpofe  it  fhoald 
be  referred  to  a  fubfequent  oego- 
ciation,  or  to  a  Congrefs,  to  be  held 
in  ail  impartial  place,  under  the 
mediation  of  the  Kitig,  for  the 
liipulating  or  concluding  the  trea- 
ties that  might  take  place  between 
thofe  powers. 

20.  From  the  20th  January  of 
tliis  year,  when  an  extraordinary 
dif'patch  was  forwarded  to  London, 
with  ^e  ideas  or  thoughts  of  the 
King,  as  recited  in  the  above 
number,  the  Englifli  Cabinet  de- 
ferred giving  any  anfwer  until  the 
16th  March.  At  the  end  of  fo 
long  a  delay,  that  Court  came  to 
an  explication  in  a  dif patch  fent 
CO  Lord  Grantham,  which  was  re- 
ceived ID  Madrid  the  28th  of  the 
fame  month.  It  amounted  merely 
10  advert  at  large  on  the  reflec- 


tions contained  in  that  of  the 
Court  of  Madrid  of  the  acth  Jana- 
ary ;  but  it  deCerves  much  i:oiice 
what  fort  of  fatisfafliofi  Lord  Vif- 
toiirM  Weymouth  gave,  relative  to 
the  difference  obfervcd  betiveeh 
his  manner  of  explaining  hin:felf 
by  word  of  mouth,  and  by  writing. 
JVy  language  (thefe  are  the  words 
01  hib  aniwcr}  tuitb  the  Marquis 
ii^Jlmadcvar,  Jlonjuing  frcm  my  ar^ 
dent  defre  for  peace ,  'O.^ent  too  far^ 
and  nuere  ivanting  in  exa&nejSy  if 
thej  impo)  ted  a  dijpojition  to  exchange 
the  k.yal  Honour^ and  manifeft  rights 
for  a  decent  exi trier ^  and  plaujMe 
tesnferature.  If,  with  fuch  a  fineflc, 
Miuifters  recede  from  their  words, 
and  fatisfy  thofe  with  whom  they 
treat,  what  faith  or  feccrity  can  be 
put  in  the  explanations  of  a  Court 
made  folemnly  to  the  Ambaflador  of 
a  powerful  King. 

Be  it  as  it  may:  after  all  the 
obfervaiions  contained  in  the  fore- 
mentioned  Englifli  difpatch  of  the 
16th  March,  it  concltraed  with  aa 
appearance  «hich  flattered  the  King 
with  an  hope,  that  at  leafl  a  paci- 
fication would  be  cffeaed.  Let 
France  propofe  (faid  the  Englifli 
Cabinet)  her  complaints ,  pretenfions, 
or  point i  of  any  kind  luhaten/er,  and 
an  adequate  anj*wer  tuiU  be  gi*ven ; 
or  let  there  he  a  truce' for  a  certain 
time  befween  Great  Britain  and 
France,  during  njohlch  period  the  pre^ 
ten/ions  of  the  one  and  the  other  may 
be  adjujied  through  the  good  ojffices  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty, 

Let  the  Colonies  (added  the  Eng- 
lifli Cabinet)  propofe  their  com- 
plaints, and  the  conditions  for 
their  fecurity  and  caotion,  by 
which  may  be  re-eflabliflied  the 
continuance  and  authority  of  a 
lawful  government :  we  fliall  then 
fee  if  we  can  come  to  a  direa  and 
immediate 
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iiDiiiedsite  agreement ;  or  if  thty 
aUb  prefer  the  method  above- 
inentioaedf  let  there  be  likewife 
•^  trace  aiade  with  North  Ame- 
rica>  that  it,  a  real  truce»  and  ef- 
fUJdwt  fttfpenfion  of  hollilities  ; 
daring  which,  the  liberty  and  ef- 
USU  of  all  ibrtt  and  dafles  of  per- 
Ibns  may  be  re-eilabliihed  and  fe- 
coredv  and  all  violence  fufpended* 
on  one  fide  and  the  other*  againft 
the  refpedive  individaalt»  and  the 
eftatet  or  eflfeAs  they  poffeb.  In 
thefe  truces,  the  French  may  treat 
of  their  own  pecaliar  matters; 
without  ffiving  the  umbrage, 
which  wonld  be  inevitable,  if  they 
mixed  in  the  negotiation  their 
own  particular  advantages  with 
the  (uppofed  interefts  of  thofe 
whom  France  affeds  to  call  her 
allies :  and  hb  Britannic  Majefty 
may  elhbliih  the  government  of 
his  own  dominions,  without  the 
difa^reeable  circumftance  of  re- 
ceiving the  conditions  relative 
idiereto  from  the  hands  of  a  de- 
clared enemy; 

21.  It  appears  by  the  opening 
made  by  the  Court  of  London,  in 
the  difpatch  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  note>  for  the  purpofe  of 
eftablifliing  a  truce  between  France 
and  the  Colonies,  that  it  contained 
no  difficulty,  except  the  referviog 
for  a  feparate  treaty  the  pretentions 
of  the  iaid  Power,  and  thofe  of 
the  American  Provinces  afbrefaid, 
ib  that  France  ihonld  not  inter- 
fere in  the  arrangement  of  their 
interefts  ;-^-at  leaft,  this  is  what 
any  pcrfon  of  fincerity  and  good 
faith  would  then  or  even  now  be- 
lieve, who  read,  or  now  reads  the 
explanations  of  the .  Engliih  Cabi- 
net in  that  difpatch.  Under  this 
fuppofition,  we  (hall  communicate, 
for  the  eye  of  the  impartial  public. 


the  ultimatum  of  the  propofitions 
made  by  the  Catholic  Kbe  to 
the  two  Courts  of  Paris  and  Lon- 
don, he  having  taken  on  himfelf 
the  adjnftment  of  the  difpntes  fub- 
iifting  with  the  American  provin- 
ces, and  confidering  there  was  not 
time  to  communicate  to  them,  or 
even  to  France,  this  his  refolution, 
and  whereof  advice  was  given  to 
the  faid  Courts  on  the  3d  of  April 
in  the  prefent  year ;  that  is  to  fay, 
feven  days  after  the  having  re- 
ceived the  anfwer  of  the  Engliih 
Cabinet. 

**  If  thefe  openings  or  propo- 
'*  iitions  (thus  literally  are  the 
^'  expreffions  of  the  ultimatum) 
*'  had, come  immediately  after  the 
"  lUng  had  made  his,  for  the 
**  forming  a  plan  of  reconcilia- 
"  tion,  many  difficulties  might 
'*  already  have  been  removed  or 
*'  adjufted  by  the  modifications 
''  which  it  might  have  been  prac- 
''  ticable  to  have  neeociatcd,  if 
*'  reciprocal  good  faith  had  exifl-  * 
'*  ed,  and  a  confidence  to  oon- 
'*  elude  a  peace.  But  having 
'*  16ft  more  than  two  months  time, 
"  (without  mentioning  what  was 
'^  negledted  before,  and  obferving 
''  in  this  interval,  there  was  no 
"  need  of  ceflation  in  the  forming 
"  great  expeditions  or  prepara- 
*'  lions)  fui'picions  inevitably  a« 
"  rofc,  that  the  drift  was  to 
''  amufe  and  confume  the  remain* 
*'  ing  months  of  the  campaign, 
"  and  to  continue  the  war  with 
**  vigour.  If  this  be  the  cafe, 
"  every  attempt  of  the  King  will 
**  be  ufelefs  towards  eflabliihing 
"  concord  between  the  bellige- 
<'  rent  powers.  Neverthelefs,  his 
"  Majctty,  to  give  the  laft  proof 
''  of  his  love  of  humanity,  and 
'<  that   he    has   not   left   undone 

"  any 
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*•  any  thing  to  impede  and  put  a 
••  flop  to  the  calamities  of  war, 
««  has  commanded  that  the  follow- 
•*  ing  plan  be  propofed  to  the  two 
■•  Courts,  which  on  his  part  is  the 
««  ultimatum  of  his  negociation. 

«'  That  with  a  vic^   that  this 
«•  fufpenfion  of  hoftilitics  may  re- 
««  ellablilh  reciprocal  fecurity  and 
*•  good    faith    between     the    two 
««  Crowns,  there  ihall  be  a  gene* 
*<  ral      difarming,     within      one 
'<  month,    in    all     the    European 
**  Teas,   within    four,   in    thole  of 
'*  America,  and  within  eight*  or 
*'  one  year,  in  thofe  remote  parts 
•'  of  Africa  and  Afia.    That  in 
*<  the  fpace  of  one  month,  a  place 
'«  (hall  be  fixed   upon,   in  which 
«•  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  two 
«<  Courts  (hall  meet  to  treat  on  a 
*'  definitive  adjuitment  of  peace, 
•*  regulate    the  refpeAivc  reftitu- 
*'  tions  or  compenfations  neceflary, 
««  in  confequence  of  the  reprifals 
<*  that  have  been  made,  withoac 
<<  any  declaration  of  war,  and  to 
**  fettle  facl>  matters  of  coinplunt 
••  or  pretenfion,  as  the  one  Crown 
*'  may  have  againft  the  other:  to 
«*  the    accomplifhment    of   which 
•*  end,  the  King  will  continue  his 
**  mediation,   and  does  now,   for 
'*  the  holding    of  this  Congrefs, 
«'  make  an   offer  of   the   ciiy  of 
««  Madrid.    That  a  like  fufpcnfion 
««  of  hoftiliiies  (hall  be  Teparately 
««  granted  by  the  King  of  Great 
««  Britain   to  the  American  Colo- 
<'  ntesy  through  the  intercefFion  and 
<*  mediation  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
"  j^^Xi  to  whom  the  faid  Poten- 
«'  tate  (hall  promife  the  obfervance 
<<  thereof,  and  with  the  condition 
•*  that  it  (hall  not  be  broke,  with- 
<'  out  giving  to  his  Majedy  an  an- 
f*  ticipated  notice  of  one  year,  that 


'*  he  may  commnnicate  it  to  the 
*'  faid  American  provinces ;  and 
''  that  there  be  eftablifhed  a  reci- 
*'  procal  difarming  the  fame  aa 
'*  with  France,  in  the  fame  times 
**  and  places,  regulating  the  limits 
**  that  (hall  not  be  pafied  by  the 
**  one  or  the  other  party,  with  re« 
**  fpedt  to  the  places  they  may  re* 
<'  ipedively  occupy  at  the  time  of 
'*  ratifying  this  adjaftme^t. 

*'  That  for  fettling  thefe  parti- 
**  culara,  and  others  relative  to 
**  the  firmnefs  of  the  faid  fufpen- 
*'  (ion,  and  to  the  tSe&a  it  may 
«  produce  while  it  fubfifts,  there 
**  (hall  come  to  Madrid  one  or 
'*  more  CommKTaries  or  Ageftta 
**  of  the  Colonies,  and  his  Britan<» 
"  nic  Majefty  will  fend  his  under 
''  the  like  mediation  of  the  Kins; 
'*  (if  they  (hould  be  in  need  of  it) 
"  to  accord  or  agree  in  the  fore- 
**  going,  and  that  in  the  mean  time 
"  the  Colonies  (hall  be  treated  as 
*'  independent  in  a^ng. 

"  Finally,  if  it  be  defired  by  all 
*•  or  any  of  the  belligerent  powers^ 
«<  or  by  the  aforeiaid  Colonies, 
''  the  forementioned  powers  (hall, 
**  jointly  with  Spain,  guarantee  the 
'*  treaties  or  agreements  which  (hall 
'*  be  made:  —  the  Catholic  King 
"  now  makes  an  offer  of  his  gom* 
'<  raritec  to  the  faid  preliminaries." 

Whoever  compares  thefe  articles 
with  the  preceding  openings  made 
by  the  Court  of  London,  will  de- 
cide, if  there  can  be  imagined 
propofkls  more  moderate,  or  more 
analogous  to  the  fyflem  laid  dowa 
b^  the  Britifh  Cabinet.-^Perhaps 
his  Catholic  Majefty  has  rather 
gone  too  far  in  the  moderation  to 
which  he  reduced  the  faid  propo- 
dtions,  taking  on  himfelf  the  diffi- 
cult ta(k  of  fetding  the  difputes. 

22.  The 
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22.  The  grcatcft  repugnance 
fvhich  the  Britiih  Cabinet  aiFedtcd 
to  (hew  to  the  ultimatum  and  pro- 
poiitions  of  the  King  of  Spain « 
refts  on  the  point  of  treating  the 
Colonies  as  Indcpendant  in  act- 
ing during  the  interval  of  the 
truce. 

To  what  has  been  already  faid, 
may  be  added>  what  was  affirmed 
in  all  the  public  papers  of  the 
month  of  February,  1 778,  that 
Lord  North  had  on  the  I7ch  of 
the  faid  month,  propcfed  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  a3  a  matter 
of  courfc,  •*  That  the  Commif- 
*'  iioner»i'  then  appointed  by  the 
•«  Court  of  London,  Ihould  treat 
'*  with  the  American  Deputies^ 
•'  as  if  they  were  Plenipotentiaries 
««  of  independent  States ;  with  pro- 
*«  vifo.  that  this  conceffion  ihould 
••  not  be  ifrejudicial  to  Great  Bri- 
••  tain,  if  m  the  courfe  of  the  nego- 
*•  ciation  the  colonies  (hould  refolvc 
'*  to  defift  from  their  claim  of  in- 
••  dependence." 

It  is  a  thing  very  extraordinary, 
and  even  ridiculous,  that  the 
Court  of  London  treats  the  Colo- 
nies as  independent*  not  only  in 
ading,  but  of  right,  during  this 
war,  and  that  it  (hould  have  a  re- 
pugnance to  treat  them  as  fucb, 
only  in  a£linj^  during  a  truce  or 
fnfpenfion  of  hoflilities.  The 
Convention  of  Saratoga;  the  re- 
putine  General  Burgoyne,  as  a 
fawfol  prifoner,  to  fufpend  his 
trial ;  the  exchange  and  liberating 
of  other  prifoners  made  from  the 
Colonies;  the  having  named  Com- 
niffiopers  to  go  and  fupplicate  the 
Americans  at  their  own  doors  ; 
requeft  peace  of  them,  and  treat 
with  them  and  the  Congrefs ;  and 
finally,  by  a  thoufand  other  aAs 


of  this  fort,  authorifcd  by  the 
Court  of  London,  have  been,  and 
are  tiue  iigns  of  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  indeprnticiice  :  and 
the  Engliih  nation  itfel;  may  judge 
and  decide,  whr.hcr  aii  ihofe  ads 
are  fo  con.pacible  with  the  deco- 
rum of  the  Britifh  crown,  as  would 
be  the  granting  to  the  Colonies, 
at  the  inie/celTion  of  his  Catholic 
Majefly,  a  iufpenfion  of  i.c  Bill  ties, 
adjuft  their  differences,  and  treat 
them  in  this  interval  as  indepen- 
dent States. 

23.  It  muft  appear  incredible, 
^fter  having  coniidered  the  pre- 
ceding articles,  that  the  Court  of 
London  (hould  refufe  to  accept  of 
the  propofitions  of  the  nltimatam 
of  that  of  Madrid,  although  with 
fome  explanations  that  it  might 
think  necefTary  ;  but  thar  Court 
not  only  reje£led  them,  in  its 
anfwer  given  the  4th  of  May, 
after  various  pretexts  for  delay, 
but  put  forth  indiredt  and  flrained 
interpretations  of  the  propofab 
that  were  then  made,  having  the 
effrontery  to  fay,  that  «*  the  drift 
"  of  Spain  was  to  form,  from  tlie 
''  pretenfions  of  the  Colonies  to 
'*  independence,  one  common 
'<  caufe  with  them  and  with 
"  France.'*  —  The  BritiOi  Cabt- 
net  concluding,  with  faying, 
«•  That  if  the  conditions  which 
*'  the  Court  of  Verfailles  had 
**  communicated  to  his  Catholic 
'*  Majefly,  did  not  prefent  a  bet« 
*<  ter  afped  than  this  for  the 
••  treaty,  or  did  not  offer  Icfs  im- 
**  perious  and  unequal  terou,  the 
<<  king  of  Great  Britain  woald 
*'  only  have  to  lament,  that  he 
"  found  the  hopes  fruftiated^ 
**  which  he  had  always  conceived 
**  of  the  l^appy  reftoratioo  <^ 
••  peace^ 
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**  peace,  as  well  for  his  fabjeds 
*'  as  the  world  in  generaL" 

If  this  is  not  a  want  of  refpedt 
to  the  mediating  King»  a  real  pro- 
vocation^  and  evident  in  confe- 
quence,  it  will  be  difficult  to  find 
expreffions  more  adapted  for  it. 
Neither  did  his  Catholic  Majefiy 
make  a  conunon  caafe  with  France 
and  the  Colonies  in  his  lad  pro- 
pofals,  nor  were  they  made  to 
France,  to  whom  they  were  not, 
nor  could  not,  for  want  of  time, 
be  commanicated,  before  they 
were  tranfmitted  to  the  Court  of 
London;  fo  that  the  whole  appa- 
ratus of  thofe  haughty  exprefllons 
of  the  Englifli  Minifby  amount 
merely  to  fay,  that,  in  fpite  of  the 
overture  made  by  themfelves  on 
the  i6ch  of  March,  they  preferred 
war  to  peace,  or  treating  with  the 
fbre*mentioned  mediator,  whom 
they  provokingly  infulted,  treating 
him  as  partial,  leagued  with  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain,  imperi- 
ous, andinconfiftent. 

In  aggravation  to  all  the  fore- 
going, at  the  fame  time  the  firi* 
tifli  Cabinet  anfwered  the  King  of 
Spain  in  the  terms  already  men- 
tioned, they  were  infinuating  them- 
felves at  the  Court  of  France,  by 
means  of  fecret  emiflaries,  and 
making  very  great  offers  to  her 
to  abandon  the  Colonies,  and 
snake  peace  with  England.  But 
there  is  yet  more:  at  the  very 
fame  time,  the  Englilh  Miniftry 
were  treating,  by  means  of  ano- 
ther ceitain  emiflary,  with  Dr. 
Franklin,  Minifier  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  Colonies,  refidmg  at  Pa- 
ris, to  whom  they  made  various 
propofals  to  difunite  them  from 
rrance,  and  to  accommodate  mat- 
ters mth  England,  on  conditions 
almoft  identicaOly  the  fame  as  thofe 
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which  they  had  rejected  or  fpum- 
ed  at,  as  coming  from  his  Catho- 
lic Majefly,  but  in  fad  with  offers 
much  more  favourable  to  the  faid 
Colonies.  The  faid  treaty  went 
fo  far  as  to  be  extended  in  formed 
articles,  with  various  explanations; 
and  was  carried  on  under  the  au- 
thority of  one  of  the  princi[>ai 
EngliOi  Minilters.  Of  all  this, 
and  much  more,  it  would  be  eafy 
to  inform  the  public,  by  true  and 
formal  copies,  if  it  were  necedary^ 
or  that  this  implacable  enemy 
hereafter  obliges  it  to  be  done» 
and  who  has  always  been  treated 
by  Spain  with  the  greateft  mode* 
ration. 

24.  The  true  intentions  of  the 
Court  of  London  bein^  clearly 
difcovered,  the  Catholic  King 
could  not  loneer  withhold  the  put- 
ting in  full  force  the  treaties  con- 
cluded with  France.  From  what 
has  been  obfervcd  in  the  preced- 
ing note,  it  evidently  follows,  that 
the  whole  of  the  Engliih  policy 
was  to  difunite  the  two  Courts  of 
Paris  and  Madrid,  by  means  of 
the  fuggeftions  and  offers  (he  fcpa- 
rately  xnade  to  them;  alfo  to  ifpa« 
rate  the  Colonies  from  their  trea* 
ties  and  engagements  entered  into 
with  France,  mduce  them  to  arm 
againft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
or,  more  probably,  to  opprefs 
them,  when  they  found  (from 
breaking  their  engagements)  they 
ftood  alone  and  without  protestors 
or  guarantees  for  the  treaties  they 
might  enter  bto  with  the  Britilh 
Miniftry.  Thu,  therefore,  is  thm 
net  they  laid  for  the  American 
States ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  tempt  them 
with  flattering  and  rcry  magnifi- 
cent promifes  to  come  to  an  ac- 
commodation with  them,  exclu- 
five  of  any  mtervention  of  Spaia 
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or    France;    that  the  Britifli  Mi-    cording    to    agreement.      In    the 
niftry  might  always  remain  the  ar-    fame    month    of   May,    in    which 
bitrators  of  the   fate  of  the  faid    this    ncgociation    was  put  an  end 
Colonies^  in  the  point  of  fulfilling    to,  there  c:\nie  advices  of  the  vio- 
any    treaties  or  agreements   they    lences  committed  by  EngU(h  (hips 
might    make.     But    the   Catholic    and  their  crews  in   the  river  Saint 
King,    faithful,    on  the  one  part,     John,  and  Bay  of  Honduras,   (of 
to    the   engagements    which   bind    which  mention   has  been  made  in 
him  to  the  Mod  Chriftian  King,    note  the  firll)   and  it  was  known 
his  nephew;  juft  and  upright,  on    alfo,    with  great  probability,  that 
the    other,    to    his   own   fubjeds,    the    Englifh    Cabinet   had    given 
whom    he    ought   to  protcA   and    anticipated  orders  for  the  invafion 
guard    againft    fo    many  infults;    of  the   Philippine   I  (lands.     From 
and  fina%;  full  of  humanity  and    fuch    deeds,    as  well  as  from  the 
compaflion  for  the   Americans  and    foregoing,  the  impartial  and  can- 
other   individuals  who  fuffer  from    did    world   will  be  enabled  to  do 
the  calamities  of  the  prcfent  war,    juftice  in  this  famous  controverfy, 
he    is    determined    to  purfue  and    and  decide  whether  the  declaration 
pfofecute  it,  and  to  make  all  the    prcfented  by  the  Marquis  of  Al- 
eiForts  in* his  power,  until  he  can    madovar,    the    i6th   June  laft,  is 
obtain  a  folid  and  permanent  peace,    founded  in  reafon  and  truth.     In 
vnth    full  and   fatisfadlory  fccuri-    the   mean  while  it  (hould  be  ob- 
tics  that  it  (hall  be  obfcrved.  fervcd,  that  the  Court  of  London, 

25.  To  attain,  as  before-men-  on  the  i8th  of  faid  month,  iffaed 
doned,  the  much-de(ired  ^end  of  a  orders  for  commencing  and  com- 
fecore  peace,  it  is  abfolutely  nc-  milting  hollilities,  and  making 
ceflary  to.  curtail  and  deftroy  the  rcprilals  againft  Spain,  who  did 
arbitrary,  proceedings  and  maxims  not  i(rue  fimilar  orders  till  after 
of  the  Engli(h  maritime  pow^r;  flic  had  received  advice  thereof, 
to  the  attainment  of  which,  all 
other  niaritime  powers,  and  even  , 

all  nations  in  general,  are  become     Co^y  of  the  Answer  tranfvdiud u 
much    mterefted.      The    Catholic        tbt  Marciuis  d' hXm^^OM^t  by  Lurd 


Ring,  for  his  part,  has  done  all 
he  poflibty  could,  that  the  infults 
founded  in  fuch  proceedings  and 
maxims  (hould  be  put  an  end  to, 
but  this  he  has  not  b$en  able  to 


Vifcount    Weymouth,    dated  tbt 

THE  Marquis  d'Almadovar, 
late  Ambaifador  of  his  Ca- 
cfftd  by  amicable  means.  On  the  tholic  Majefty  at  this  Court,  on  his 
contrary,  injuries  have  been  re-  fudden  departure,  left  with  Vif- 
pcatcdly  continued,  as  has  been  count  Weymouth,  Secretary  to 
reprefented  in  the  ncgociation  fet  his  Britannic  Majcily,  a  declare 
OQ  foot  with  England  by  the  me-  lion  of  war,  founded  on  a  detail 
diation  of  the  faid  monarch.  The  of  motives  to  jullify  fo  violent  a 
Court  of  London  has  become  for-  ftep. — In  this  detail  Spain  afFe£b 
retfu?,  in  thefe  later  times,  that  to  complain  in  general  oftbclit- 
Sie  (hotild  have  adjufted  and  fet-  tie  defire  the  King  (hewed  towards 
dni  her  diftcrcoccs  with  Spain  ac-    the  prefervaiion  of  peace,  and,  in 

particqlar^ 
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particoiar,  againft  the  dirrefpedful 
treatment  of  the  Spanifh  flag»  and 
the  riolation  of  the  territory  bblong* 
ing  to  his  Catholic  Majefty. 

As  nothing  could  be  more  dif- 
tant  from  the  King's  intention  than 
to  break  the  friendQiip  fubfiilinjg; 
bet^veen  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  it 
is  by  order  of  his  Majefty,  that  the 
faid  Vifcount  Weynjouth  offers  fuch 
a  ftate  of  the  matters  iet  forth  in 
the  faid  Declaration,  as,  he  doubts 
not,  muft  (hew  the  iinccrity  with 
which  his  Majedy  hath  endeavour- 
ed to  maintain  the  general  tranquil- 
lity. 

The  little  dcfire  for  peace,  as 
fuppofed  on  the  part  of  the  King, 
is  deducible  from  the  condudl  at* 
tributed  to  Great  Britain  during 
the  la  ft  negociation :  after  the 
profcflions  of  the  impartiality  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty;  his  offers  of 
mediation  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  after  the  accept- 
ance of  the  fame,  the  Declaration 
affirms,—^  That  every  ftep  had 
been  taken  ncceflary  to  produce 
the  beft  efFefts,  in  order  to  pre- 
pare the  two  powers  towards  an 
accommodation  equally  honourable 
to  both  parties;  that  to  this  end 
wife  expedients  had  been  propofcd ; 
but  notwithftanding  thefe  terms 
were  conformable  to  fuch  as  the 
Court  of  London,  at  other  times, 
judged  proper  and  conducive  to  an 
accommodation,  they  were,  how- 
ever, rcjedled  in  a  manner  that 
proves  too  well  the  rcludancc  on  the 
partof  thcBritiOi  Cabinet  to  reftore 
peace  to  Europe,  and  to  preferve 
the  friend(hip  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty/ 

The  conditions  offered  by  Franco 
were,  to  the  higheil  degree,  inja- 
rious  and  inadmiifible;  the  King 
^ejcprefsiy  declared,  that  he  conii- 


dered  them  as  fuch ;  nothing  can 
be  more  evident  than  that  the  ex- 
pedients offered  by  Spain  inevitably 
tended  to  enforce  thefe  very  inja* 
rious  conditions,  bat  juft  before  de- 
clared inadmiflible. 

The  pernicious  confequences  of 
the  propofed  expedients  had  been 
explained  to  the  Court  of  Spain, 
by  order  of  the  King,  and  that 
they  were  in  the  moll  amicable 
manner  exprefsly  rejeded.  Had 
it  been  otherwife,  there  could  bo 
no  reafon  for  an  ultimatum:  yet 
it  is  not  without  aftoniftiment, 
that,  after  the  firft  anfwcr,  the 
King  received  the  ultimatum  from 
the  Court  of  Spain,  not  only  con- 
taining the  very  fame  offers  thus 
rejeflcd,  but  announced  with 
fcarce  any  difference  in  point  of 
form. 

The  Declaration  further  fays,, 
*  That,  on  the  2j)th  of  September* 
the  Cdurt  of  Spain  had  notified 
to  the  belligerent  powers,  that 
in  cafe  the  negociation  did  fuc- 
ceed,  fhe  would  then  determine 
how  to  adt'— If  the  open  part  the 
Court  of  Spain  now  takes,  be 
THAT  ftie  fecretly  intended  at 
that  time,  it  would  have  been 
more  confiilent  with  her  dignity 
THEw  to  avow  it,  and  range  her^ 
felf  openly  under  the  banners  or 
France. . 

Inftead  of  fuch  a  condu<5l,  the 
Court  of  Midrid,  affefting  impar- 
tiality, hath  offered  to  mediate, 
but  not  to  diflate  the  terms  of 
peace,  promifing  to  communicate 
to  each  Court  ti^e  conditions 
claimed  by  cither,  that  fo  they 
might  be  modified,  explained,  or 
rejeded.  When  the  jxopofals  made 
by  France  were  reje^cd,  and  the 
Declaration  made  to  Spain'  to 
ceafe  her  mediation,  flnce  her  en- 
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dcavours  did  not  fucceed*  it  was 
accompanied  with  aflurancesy  that 
the  friend(hip  fubfifting  between 
the  two  nations  flionld  not  be  in- 
terrupted. 

How  far  this  is  tme,  appears 
frcm  the  adlual  Declaration,  an- 
nouncing hoflilities  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  without  venturing  to  ftate 
the  non- acceptance  of  the  terms 
as  one  of  the  caufes  of  the  war: 
but  fhould  it  be  otheruife  infinuat- 
ed,  it  will  fumifii  his  Majefly  with 
an  additional  reafon  to  complain  of 
the  injuflice  and  arrogance  of  fuch 
a  prrti  rfion. 

The  previous  caufes  which  the 
C<'urt  of  Spain  hath  thought  pro- 
per to  urge,  are»  the  infults  again  ft 
her  flag,  and  the  violation  on  her 
territory.  As  to  the  firft,  thefe 
are  the  terms  of  her  memorial; 
*  Prizes  have  been  made )  veiTels 
have  been  fcarched  and  plundered;. 
many  have  been  fired  upon  who 
were  forced  to  defend  themfelves ; 
the  regiilers  and  packets  belonging 
to  the  Court,  and  found  on  board 
his^  Catholic  Majefty's  packet* 
boats,  have  been  opened  and  torn 
to  pieces.* 

All  lorts  of  American  velTels 
have  been  received  in  the  ports 
of  Spain ;  they  have  been  fumiih- 
ed  with  falfe  documents,  and  fuf- 
fered  to  carry  Spani(h  colours; 
their  privateers  have  plundered 
all  nations  without  diftinftion, 
and  fuch  has  been  the  induftry  of 
the  Spaniih  Miniftry,  in  order  to 
enhance  the  number  of  grievances, 
that  thefe  depredaiions  were  by 
them  represented  as  injuries  com- 
mitted by  Great  Britain.  Thefte 
complaints,  which  do  not  exceed 
the  number  of  twenty  four,  fel- 
dom  fpecify  the  author  of  the  fup- 
pofed  iniult,  and  thofe  which  did 


were  frequently  ill-founded,  and 
in  general  frivolous;  however,  it 
is  granted  that  the  anfwers  were 
amicable.  The  King  thought  it 
worthy  of  himfelf  not  only  to  ufe 
every  precaution  ncceffary  to  pre- 
vent difordcrs  which  might  offend 
neutral  powers,  but  alio  to  exert 
every  effort  to  pnnifti  the  authors, 
and  repair  the  lofs  of  the  fuffcrers* 
Such  hath  been  his  condud  at  all 
times,  when  poflible  to  difcover  and 
convi6l  the  guilty. — Among  the  vaft 
operations^  fuch  as  in  the  prefent 
war,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  fome 
irregularities  have  happened;  but 
when  fuch  cafes  were  proved,  refti- 
tution  was  made  with  amplcf  da<- 
mages,  and  all  charges  paid. 

It  has  been  advanced,  •  That  hit 
Catholic  Majefty  formally  declared 
10  tkc  Court  of  London,  ever  fince 
France  commenced  hoftilities,  that 
the  Court  of  Madrid  would  regU'^ 
late  her  condudl  by  that  of  the 
Court  \)f  Great  Britain.' — Nevcr- 
thelefs  thirteen  EngliOi  veiiels  have 
been  feized,  on  what  pretence,  or 
by  whofe  order,  we  are  flill  to 
learn,  although  his  Majeily  order- 
ed fuch  repreibntations  to  be  made, 
as  are  ufual  on  the  like  occafions, 
between  nations  in  a  ftate  of  amity  ; 
which  his  Majefty  did,  not  attribute 
ing  thefe  feizures  to  a  perfidious  and 
inimical  deiign,  until  the  condad  of 
the  Coort  of  Spain  has  been  better 
explained  by  the  prefent  Deckrm* 
don. 

The  pretended  violation  of  the 
Spaniih  territory  may  be  reduced  to 
fcur  heads. 

In  the  Mt  nlace  xt  is  faid, 
<  That  the  dominions  in  Amerka» 
belonghf  to  the  Coort  of  Spain, 
have  hten  threatened,'  wichovt 
feedQring  dme,  place,  or  draun- 
ftance» 
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Secondly,  thcf  memorial  men- 
tions, '  That  the  Indians  have  been 
fet  againft  the  innocent  inhabitants 
of  Louiiiana,  who  mud  have  fallen 
vidims  to  their  fury,  had  not  even 
the  Chadtaws  repented,  and  re- 
vealed the  confpiracy.* — It  is  well 
known  that  the  Governor  of  New 
Orleans  tried  to  feduce  the  Chac- 
taws,  and  that  he  received  with 
open  arms  thofe  tribes  which  com- 
mitted devaluations  in  the  £ntrli(h 
We  Hern  fettlements.  Thcfc  tribes 
returned,  but  were  not  fet  agaiaft 
the  Spanifh  territory  ;  it  was  never 
attempted,  nor  was  fuch  an  idea 
ever  entertained. 

The  Declaration  aiPrts,  <  That 
a  formal  reprefentation  was  made 
to  the  Court  of  London  concern- 
ing thefe  different  grievances,  and 
ieeing  the  equivocal  expreiCons  on 
the  two  preceding  points,  fuch 
remonftrances  were  particularly 
ueceflary  towards  the  llrift  obfer- 
vance  of  the  good  faith  between 
two  nations  at  peace.'-— It  is  not 
true  that  the  leali  reprefentation 
was  ever  made  on  either  of  the 
two  preceding  articles, /to  which 
the  moft  ample  and  fatisfador]f 
anfwers  might  have  been  given. 

Thirdly,  they  pretend,  «  That 
the  fovereignty  of  his  CathoKc 
Majedy,  in  the  province  of  Da- 
rien,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Saint 
Bias,  hath  been  ufarped,  the  go- 
vernment of  Jamaica  having  ap- 
pointed an  Indian  to  the  rank  of 
General  over  thofe  provinces.' 
—On  this  fubjed,  inflrudions 
were  difpatched,  bearing  date  the 
28th  of  April  lad,  as  is  ufual  be* 
tween  nations  in  fricndihip;  no 
advices  being  received  from  Ja- 
maica on  this  matter,  frefii  orders 
were    fent  for  a  full  explanation. 


but  in  point  of  time  no  anfwer  could 
yetbecjtpeded.  . 

Foanhlv>  •  That  the  territory 
in  the  Bay  of  Honduras  has  b  ea 
iifarped,  ads  of  hoflilities  c  m- 
mitted,  the  Spaniards  ,im  rifo  eJ, 
and  their  houfes  plundered;  a% 
alfo  that  England  had  negie«fled 
to  fulhi  the  flipulated  article  rela- 
tive to  this  coafl,  agreeable  to  the 
17th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Pa  is 
—With  regard  to  the  English  lub- 
jefls  frequenting  the  Bay  of  H  >i« 
duras,  that  matter  had  been  regu- 
lated according  to  the  afireuid 
article,  and  fi  ally  adjufled  with 
the  Court  of  Sp^in  in  the  year 
1764.  Since  which  pcrfod  no 
complaint  having  been  made  on 
either  fide,  this  C^urt  is  ftill  igno- 
rant whether  the  lealt  caufe  ever 
exifted.-— Surely  this  cannot  be 
included  among  the  pretended 
grievances  which  the  Declaration 
fuppofes,  as  having  been  duly  re-, 
presented  either  to  the  Englifli 
Court,  or  to  her  Ambaflador  at  the 
Court  of  Madrid* 

Sock  are  the  motives  alledged 
by  the  Court  of  Spain  in  the  na:ne 
of  his  Catholic  Maj?{ly,  asajnfli- 
flcatm  brfore  God  and  the  world, 
for  commencing  hodilities  again  (I 
Great  Briuin.  The  King  appeals 
to  the  a6lual  ilate  of  affairs,  being 
the  fame  as  that  which  fubfifted 
fince  the  conclufion  of  the  laft 
treaty,  as  a  full  proof  that  no  at- 
tempt was  ever  made  on  his  part 
to  infringe  this  treaty. — He  ap- 
peals to  his  uniform  conduct  ever 
fince  this  epoch,  to  furnifh  ftiU 
ftronger  proofs  that  he  hath  en- 
deavoured to  preferve  the  fame 
with  all  the  afliduity  and  care, 
which  the  interefls  of  humanity 
and  the  happincfs  of  his  fnbjeds 
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required.— Ultimately,  he  appeals 
to  the  conduct  or  his  enemies,  and 
10  particular  to  the  aforefaid  De- 
claration from  the  Court  of  Spain^ 
as  the  lalt  proof  of  the  ncceffity  he 
is  under  to  defend  the  rights  of 
his  Crown  and  people,  again  (I  a 
determined  projcifl  to  invade  the 
fame ;  a  projeft  wherein  the  Court 
of  Spain  at  length  openly  joins, 
without  the  leall  reafon  to  colour 
iiich  a  proceeding. 


A  Manifesto  puhlljhed at  Paris, 
dtfpiajing  the  Motinjes  and  ConduS 
0/  bis  moft  Chrtfiian  Majefiy  to- 
ivtfrJW  Er)gland. 

Translatk)n, 

WHEN  the  Sovereign  Dif- 
pofer  of  events  called  his 
Majcfty  to  the  throne,  France  en- 
joyed the  mod  profound  peace. 
The  fir  ft  concern  of  his  Nlajefty 
was  to  fignify  to  all  the  powers 
of  Europe,  his  -fincere  dcfire, 
that  the  bleOings  of  peace  might 
be  perpetuated  to  his  kingdom. 
This  gracious  difpodtion  of  his 
Majcfty  was  gcperally  applau4- 
ed;  the  King  of  England  in  par- 
ticular teftitic'd  his  fatisfadion, 
and  gave  his  Majefty  the  moit 
expreifive  afturances  of  fincere 
fricndlliip.  Such  a  reciprocity  of 
femiment  juftilicd  his  Majefty  in 
believing  that  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don was  at  laft  dtfpofed  to  adopt  a 
mode  of  conduct  more  equitable 
and  friendly,  than  that  which  had 
been  adopted  fince  the  conclufion 
of  the  peace  of  1763,  and  that  a 
final  flop  woold  be  put  to  thofe 
vaiious  afts  of  tyranny,  which  his 
fubjrds  had  in  every  qrarter  of 
the  glvbe  experienced  on  the  pait 


of  England,  from  the  sera  above 
mentioned.  His  Majefty  perfuad- 
ed  himielf  thai  ke  could  ftill  place 
the  greater  reliance  on  the  King 
of  England's  proreftations,  as  the 
primordial  feed  of  the  American 
revolution  began  to  unfold  itfelf 
in  a  manner  highly  alarming  to 
the  intercft  of  Great  Britain. 

But,  the  Court  of  London, 
vainly  imputing  that  to  fear  or 
feeblencfs,  which  was  only  the 
natural  cffedt  of  his  Majcfty  Vs  pa- 
cific difpofition,  ft r idly  adhered  to 
her  cuttomary  fyftem,  and  conti- 
nued every  haraliing  adl  of  vio- 
lence againft  the  commerce  and 
the  navigation  of  his  Majefty's 
fubjea5.  His  Majefty  reprcfcnted 
thefe  outrages  to  the-  King  of 
England  with  the  utmoft  candour, 
and  judging  of  his  fcntiments  by 
his  own,  his  Majefty  had  the 
'greateft  confidence,  that  the  griev- 
ances would  be  no  fooner  made 
known  to  the  King  of  England, 
than  he  would  redrciis  them.  Nay, 
further,  his  Majefty  being  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  the  em- 
barraffment  which  the  affairs  of 
North  America  had  occafioned  the 
Court  of  London,  charitably  for- 
bore to  increafe  that  embarralT- 
ment,-  by  ir lifting  too  haftily  on 
thofe  reparations  of  injuries  which 
the  Englilh  Minifters  had  never 
ceafed  to  promife,  nor  ever  failed  to 
evade. 

Such  was  the  pofition  of  ^ftairs 
between  the  two  Courts,  when  the 
meaiures  of  the  Court  of  London 
compelled  the  Englilh  colonifts  ta 
have  rccourfe  to  arms  to  preferve 
their  rights,  their  privileges,  and 
their  hberty.  The  whole  world 
knows  the  a^ra  when  this  briUiailt 
event  fiione  forth;  the  multiplied 
and    uniucccfsful   eftbrts  made  by 
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the  Americans  to  be  rein  dated  in 
the  bofom  of  their  mother-country ; 
the  difdainful  manner  in  whic.i  they 
were  fpurned  by  England ;  and 
finally,  the  afl  of  independence, 
which  was  at  length,  and  cobid  not 
but  have  been  the  neceffary  refult  of 
this  treatment. 

The  war  in  which  the  United 
States  of  North  America  found 
themfelvcs  involved,  with  regard 
to  England,  neceiTarily  compelled 
them  to  explore  the  means  of 
forming  conneflions  with  the  other 
powers'  of  Europe,  and  of  opening 
a  direfl  commerce  with  them.  His 
Majedy  would  have  negleded  the 
inoft  eflential  interefts  of  his  king, 
dom,  were  he  to  have  refufcd  the 
Americans  admiilion  into  his  ports, 
or  that  participation  of  commercial 
advantages  which  is  enjoyed  by 
every  other  nation. 

This  condufl,  fo  much  the  re- 
fult of  juflice  and  of  wifdom,  was 
adopted  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
the  commercial  dates  of  Europe ; 
yet  it  gave  occafion  to  the  Court 
of  London,  to  prefer  her  repre- 
fentations,  and  give  vent  to  all 
the  bitternefs  of  complaint.  She 
imagined,  no  doubt,  that  (he  had 
but  to  employ  her  ufual  llyle  of 
haughtinefs  and  ambition,  to  ob* 
tain  of  France  an  unbounded  de- 
ference to  her  will.  But,  to  the 
mod  unreafonable  propofitions,  and 
the  mod  intemperate  meafures, 
his  Majedy  oppofed  nothing  but 
the  calmncis  of  judice^  and  the 
moderation  of  reafon.  His  Ma- 
jedy gave  the  King  of  England 
plainly  to  underdand,  that  he  nei- 
ther was,  nor  did  he  pretend  to 
be,  a  judge   of  the  difputes  with 


Majedy  was    under   no  obligation 
to  treat  the  Americans  as  rebels ; 
to  exclude    them  from    his  ports, 
and  to  prohibit  them  from  all  com* 
mercial  intercourfe   with   his   fub- 
jeds.      Notwithdanding,    his  Ma- 
jedy was  very  ready  to  ihackle,  as 
much    as  depended    on  him,    the 
exportation  of  arms  and  military 
dores ;  and  gave  the  mod  pofitive 
adiirance,  not  only  that  he  would 
not   protcd   this   fpecies   of  com^ 
merce,  but  that  he  would  alfo  al- 
low England    free    permiffion    to 
dop    thofe    of   his    fubje£b    who 
ihould  be  deteded  in  carrying  oq  . 
fuch  illicit   traffic,  obferving  only 
the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the  laws 
and  the   ufages  of  the  fea.    His 
Majedy  went  dill  further :  he  was 
fcrupttloudy    exa^     in     obferving 
every    commercial    ilipulation    in 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  although  it 
was  daily  violated  by  the  Court  of 
London ;  and  England,  at  the  very 
time,  had  refufed   to   ratify  it  in 
all  its   parts.      As  a    confequence 
of  the  amicable  part-  thus  taken  by 
hts    Majedy,    he    interdicted    the 
American  privateers  from  arming 
in    his    ports ;    he   would    neither 
fud^er   them    to    fell   their   prizes, 
nor  to  remain  one  moment  longer 
in  the  ports  of  France,   than  was 
confident  with   the   dipulations  of 
the    above    treaty.     His    Majedy 
dridlly  enjoined  his  fubje6ls  not  to 
purchafe  fuch  prizes ;  and  in  cafe 
of  difobedience,  they  were  threat- 
ened   with    condfcation.        Thefe' 
ads,  on   the   part  of  his   Majedy, 
had   the  defircd    eifed.      But  aU 
thefe  ad  -,  diliinguidied  as  well  by 
their    condefcenfion,   as    by   their 
drid   adherence  to  the  fpirit   and 


his   colonies  ;  much   lefs  would  it  *  letter  of  a  treaty,  which  his  Ma- 
become  his  Majedy  to  avenge  his    )c(iy   (had    he    been  fo  difpofed) 


quarrel:    that  in  confequence    his 
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as    noa- 
exiding 


392]    ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1779. 


exifting;  ill  thefe  ads  were  far 
from  fatisfying  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don. That  Coart  affefted  to  con- 
fider  his  Majefty  as  refpoofible  for 
all  tranft^reffionsy  althoagh  the 
King  of  England^  notwithftanding  a 
folemn  z&.  of  parliament,  coald  not 
lumtelf  prevent  his  own  merchants 
from  furniftiing  the  North  Ameri- 
can colonies  with  merchandize  and 
even  military  (lores. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  the 
refafal  of  yielding  to  the  afliiming 
demands,  and  arbitrary  preten- 
(lons  of  England,  would  mortify 
the  felf-fafficicncy  of  that  Power, 
and  revive  ics  ancient  animofity  to 
France.  She  was  the  more  irri- 
tated from  her  having  begun  to 
experience  fome  checks  in  Ame- 
rica, which  prognollicated  to  her 
the  irrevocable  feparation  of  her 
colonies;  and  firom  forefeeing  the 
inevitable  calamities  and  lofles  fol- 
lowing fach  a  feparation  ;  and  ob- 
ferving  France  profiting  by  that 
commerce,  which  (he,  with  an  in« 
confiderate  hand,  had  thrown 
away,  and  adopting  every  means 
to  render  her  flag  refpedable. 

Thefe  are  the  combined  canfes 
which  have  increafed  the  defpair  of 
the  Court  of  London,  and  have 
led  her  to  cover  the  feas  with  her 
privateers,  furnilhed  with  letters 
of  marque  conceived  in  the  moft 
ofFenfive  terms ;  to  violate  without 
fcruple  the  faith  of  treaties,  to 
harafs,  under  the  moft  frivolous 
and  abfurd  pretences,  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  his  Majefty's. 
fubjefls;  to  alTume  to  herfelf  a 
tyrannical  empire  of  the  fea;  to 
prefcribe  unknown  and  inadmif- 
fible  laws  and  regulations ;  to  in- 
fult  on  many  occafions  his  Ma- 
jefty's  flag;  in  ihort,  to  infringe 
on  his  territories,  as  well  in  Eu- 


rope as  in  America,  in  the  aiol 
marked  and  charaderi(tic  fijle  of 
infult. 

If  his  Majefty  had  been  lefs  at* 
tentive  to  the  (acred  rights  of  hu- 
manity ;  if  he  had  been  more  pro- 
digal of  the  blood  of  his  fabjeds: 
in  (hort,  if,  inftead  of  fbllofrinf 
the  benevolent  impulfe  of  hit  na- 
ture, he  had  fought  to  avenge 
wounded  honour,  he  could  not 
have  hefiuted  a  moment  to  make 
ufe  of  reprifals,  and  to  repel  thofe 
infults  which  had  been  oflFered  tt> 
his  dignity,  by  the  force  of  his 
arms.  But  his  Majefty  (tifled  even 
his  juft  refentments.  He  was  de- 
firous  that  the  meafure  of  hit 
goodnefs  might  overflow,  becaoie 
he  (till  retained  fuch  an  opinion 
of  his  enemies,  as  to  exped,  they 
would  yield  that  to  moderation  and 
amicable  adjuftment  on  his  part* 
which  their  own  intereib  required 
of  them. 

It  was  thefe  confideradons  which 
moved  his  Majefty  to  detail  the 
whole  of  his  complarots  to  the 
Court  of  London.  This  detail 
was  accompanied  with  the  moft  fe^ 
rious  reprefenjtations,  his  Majefty 
being  defirous  that  the  King  of 
England  (hould  not  be  left  in  any 
uncertainty,  as  to  his  Majefty^ 
adlual  determination  to  maintain 
his  own  dignity  inviolate ;  to  pro- 
ted  the  rights  and  interefts  of  hit 
fubje^ls;  and  to  render  his  flag 
refpedlable.  But  the  Court  of 
London  afleded  to  obferve  an  of^ 
fen/ive  filence  on  every  grievance 
reprefented  by  his  Majefty's  Am- 
balTador;  and  when  it  was  deter* 
mined  to  vouchfafe  an  anfwer,  it 
was  an  eafy  matter  to  deny  the 
beft  authenticated  fads;  to  ad- 
vance principles  contrary  to  the 
law  of  natiQns,  to  pofitivc  treaties, 

to 


STATE    PAPERS. 


l393 


to  marine  ufage ;  and  to  encourage 
judgments  without  juftice,  and 
connfcations  without  roefcy,  not 
leaving  tlie  injured  even  the  means 
of  appeal.  At  the  fame  time  that 
the  Court  of  London  put  the  mo- 
deration and  forbearance  of  the 
King  to  the  fevereft  trial,  in  the 
ports  of  England  there  were  pre- 
parations making  and  armaments 
equipping,  which  could  not  have 
America  for  their  obje£l;  the  de- 
fi^n  was  too  determinate  to  be 
miftaken.  His  Majefty,  there- 
fore, found  it  indifpenfable  to  make 
fuch  difpoftiions  on  his  part,  as 
might  be  fufficient  to  prevent  the 
evil  deiigns  of  his  enemy,  at  the 
fame  time  provide  againfl  depre- 
dations and  infults  iimilar  to  thofe 
committed  in  1755. 

In  this  date  of  things  his  Ma« 
jelly,  who  had  hitherto  rcjeded 
the  overtures  of  the  United  States 
of  North  America,  (and  that  in 
contradidion  to  his  moil  prefling 
interefls)  now  perceived  that  he 
had  not  a  moment  to  lofe  in  con- 
cluding a  treaty  with  them.  Their 
independence  had  been  declared 
and  eftabliihed;  England  herfelf 
had  in  fome  fort  recognized  that 
independence,  by  permitting  the 
exiflence  of  a^s  which  carried 
every  implication  of  fovereienty. 
Had  it  been  the  intention  of  his 
Majefty  to  deceive  England » and 
to  adopt  meafurcs  for  the  purpofe 
of  covering  the  deception,  he 
might  have  drawn  the  veil  of  fe- 
crefy  over  his  engagements  with 
his  now  allies;  but  the  principles 
of  juftice,  which  have  ever  diredled 
his  Majefly,  and  his  iincere  defire 
of  preferving  peace,  were  dccifive 
inducements  for  him  to  purfue  a 
condud  more  generous  and  noble : 
hit   Majefty   conceived  it  a  duty 


which  he  owed  to  hirofelf,  Co  no« 
tify  to  the  King  of  England  the 
alliance  he  had  formed  with  the 
United  States.  Nothing  coald  be 
more  fimple  or  lefs  offsnfive  than 
the  Refcript  delivered  by  hia  Ma* 
jefty's  Ambaifador  to  the  Britifli 
Minifter.  But  the  Council  of  St. 
James's  were  not  of  this  opinion  ; 
and  the  King  of  England,  after 
having  firll  broken  the  peace,  bf 
recalling  his  Ambafiador»  anaooa- 
ced  to  his  Parliament  the  Decla- 
ration of  his  Majefty,  as  an  «2?  pf 
hofUlity,  as  a  foirmal  and  premedi- 
tated aggreflion.  It  would  be  in- 
fulting  credulity  to  fuppofe  it  caa 
be  believed,  that  his  Majeity's  re- 
cognition of  the  indepeiidence  of 
the  Thirteen  United  Spates  of 
America,  flionld  of  itfelf  have  fo 
irritated  the  King  of  England s 
that  Prince,  without  doubt,  ia 
well  acquainted  with  all  thofe  in- 
ftances  of  the  kind  which  not  onlft 
the  firitiQi  annals,  but  his  own 
reign,  can  furniih.  Hia  refent- 
ment  is  founded  on  another  prin« 
ciple.  The  French  treaty  defeat- 
ed and  rendered  ofelels  the  plaa 
formed  at  London,  fbr  the  fuddea 
and  precarious  coalition  that  waa 
about  to  be  formed  with  America, 
and  it  baffled  thofe  fecret  projeda 
adopted  by  his  Britannic  Majeftr 
for  that  purpofe.  The  real  caufe 
of  that  extreme  animoiity  which 
the  King  of  England  has  manifeft- 
ed,  and  which  he  has  communi- 
cated to  his  Padiament,  was  the 
not  being  able  to  regain  America, 
and  turn  her  arms  againft  France. 

A  condudl  thus  extraordinary, 
taught  his  Majedy  what  he  had  to 
eXpe£l  firom  the  Court  of  London  ; 
and,  even  had  there  remained  a 
poilibility  of  doubt,  the  immenfe 
preparations  carrying  on  in  the 
different 


J94]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1779. 


Afferent  ports  of  England  with 
ledoubW  vigour,  would  have 
cleared  on  the  doobr.  MeaCures 
{o  maniftAly  diredled  again  ft 
france,  had  the  eifeft  of  impofing 
a  law  on  his  Majefty ;  he  put  him- 
leH'in  a  condition  to  repel  force  by 
Ibrce;  it  was  with  this  view  that 
ht  haftened  the  cquipmenc  of  hij 
armamcfiUy  and  that  he  dispatched 
a  £qtiadroii  to  America  under  the 
comnand  of  Conipie  d'Eilaing. 

It  15  not(»iioiis  that  the  arma- 
vents  of  France  were  in  a  condi- 
iron  to  a  A  ofFenfively,  long  before 
•koiie  of  Englmd  were  prepared. 
Jt  was  in  his  Majcfly's  power  to 
l^ave  made  a  Aidden  and  a  mofl 
Imfibie  impreflion  on  England. 
The  King  was  avowedly  engaged 
in  the  enterprize,  and  his  plans 
were  cm  the  point  of  being  carried 
into  execution,  when  the  bare 
whi^r  of  peace  Hayed  his  hand, 
and  fofpeiidcd  their  execution. 
His  Catholic  Majeily  imp?.rted  to 
the  King,  the  defirc  of  the  Coirrt 
€jf  London  to  avnil  htriVlf  of  the 
■mediation  of  Sppin  on  the  fuhj'^cl 
•f  conciliation.  But  his  Catholic 
JWajcfty  would  not  engage  to  r.d 
ss  mediator,  without  a  prcvi«  tib 
aflVirancc  of  his  good  ofhrcs  be- 
ing unequivocally  accepted,  in  a 
cafe  where  he  inierpofed  without 
Icing  niadf  acquainted  ^iih  tl>e 
firincipal  objt6s,  which  were  to 
lervc  as  the  b;:&5  of  the  ncgocia- 
ticn. 

The  King  received  tlie  overture 
with  a  fatibfadion  propc  rtiorcd  to 
the  wifti  he  had  uniformly  cxprcf- 
itd  for  the  continuance  ff  peace, 
^'otwithftandirg  the  Kirg  cf 
^pain  had  profefl'cd  ij  lo  be  a 
j^ialter  of  perfcd  indifference  to 
irm,  whether  his  rr cc!iaii<;n  wa:> 
aci&rflcd    or   liOc;  and   liiai^  not- 


withilanding  the  overtures  Be 
made,  he  left  the  K^ng,  his  nc« 
phew,  entirely  at  lil>erty  to  aft  as 
he  thought  proper;  yei  his  Ma- 
jelly  not  only  confented  to  the  me* 
diation,  but  he  immediately  coun- 
termanded the  failing  of  the  Breft 
fleet,  and  he  agreed  to  comxnnitt- 
cate  his  conditions  of  peace  the 
moment  that  England  (hoald  ex- 
prefs,  in  pofitive  terms,  a  defire  of 
reconciliation,  in  which  the  United 
States  of  North  America  were  to 
be  comprehended,  France  by  na 
means  entertaing  an  idea  of  a-" 
bandoning  them  :  there  could  not 
furcly  be  apy  thing  more  conforro.- 
able  to  the  oftcnlible  wilhes  of  the 
Court  of  London,  than  this  pro- 
pofal.  His  Catholic  Majerty  loft 
not  a  moment  to  difcufs  the  bofi- 
nefs  with  the  King  of  Enghmd 
and  his  Minifter;  but  it  was 
quickly  difcovered  by  the  Court  of 
Madrid,  that  the  Englilh  Mini- 
fiers  were  not  fincere  in  their  over- 
tures for  peace.  The  Briti(h  Mi- 
niller  talked  exprcfsly  of  his  Ma- 
jcdy  withdrawing  the  Refcript 
which  had  been  delivered  by  his 
Ambafi'ador  on  the  15th  of  March> 
1778,  as  a  preliminary  and  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  llcp  to  reconcilia- 
tion. Such  an  r»r«{Wcr  was  injurious 
to  Spain  as  well  as  to  France ;  and 
it  developed  the  hoilile  intentions 
of  England,  in  the  cleareft  point 
of  view.  Both  monarchs  viewed 
e«'!ch  other  with  amazement;  and 
although  his  Majefty  (always  1411- 
mated  with  the  love  of  peace)  left 
the  Catholic  King  to  r.dt  as  he 
thought  moik  prudent  with  refpeft 
to  continuing  his  mediation^  yet 
he  judged  u  expedient  to  coiih- 
niand  his  Charge  dcs  /k^aires  at 
London,  to  obferve  a  pro(bund 
lilence  on  the  fubjcd. 

The 
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The  hope  of  peace  continued, 
liovvever,  to  flatter  the  dirpofuion 
of  his  Maj^iiy,  until  the  fleets 
commanded  by  the  Aimirals  Kep- 
pel  and  Byron  failed  out  of  port. 
Then  it  was  that  the  veil  of  de- 
ception, which  had  ferved  lo  cover 
the  real  intentions  of  the  Court  of 
London,  was  rent  afunder.  It  was 
no  longer  poffible  to  place  confi- 
dence, in  her  infidions  profrflions, 
Kor  could  the  a^grefiive  dcfign  of 
England  be  any  longer  doubted. 
The  face  of  things  being  tiuis 
clianged,  his  Miiieily  found  him- 
feU  obliged  to  make  an  alteration 
in  thofe  mcafures  he  jiad  prcvi-  - 
oully  adopted,  for  the  fccurity  of 
his  polTiffions,  and  to  prril-rvt*  the 
commerce  of  his  fubjfds.  TiiC 
event  will  very  foon  demon  Urate 
his  Majefty's  forofjght  to  have  been 
juft.  The  world  can  witnefs  in 
what  manner  his  MaJL^fty's  frfgi'.e 
the  Bcl/^  PouU  was  attacked  by  an 
Englith  frigate,  v.ith:n  view  of 
the  coaft  of  i- ranee;  nor  is  it 
Icfs  notorious  that  two  otiier  fri- 
gates, and  a  fmailcr  vcflc),  were 
iurprifed  and  carried  into  the  ports 
of  Englarid.  The  departure  of 
the  fleet  under  Compte  d'Orvillicrs 
became  abfolutcly  neceflary  to 
fruftate  the  dcfigns  of  the  ene- 
mies of  his  Mijeily's  Crown,  and 
to  revenge  the  ini"u!:s  his  flag  had 
received.  Providence  di fpokd  tiic 
triumph  in  favour  oi"  his  ^lajjlly's 
arms:  Compte  d'Orvillicrs,  aficr 
being  attacked  by  the  English 
flest,  forced  them  to  retreat  with 
confiderable  damage. 

Since  that  period  hoftilities  have 
been  continued  without  any  decla- 
ration of  war.  The  Court  of  Lon- 
don has  not  declared  it,  bccaufe 
Ihe  would  be  wanting  in  rcafons  to 
juAify  her  condudL     Nor  has  ihe 


dared  to  accufe  France  pablickly  of 
being  the  aggrelTor,  after  three  of 
his  Nlajdly's  vefiels  had  been  cap- 
tured by  the  English  fleet;  and 
(he  felt  that  (he  would  have  ample 
cauf^i  to  blufli,  when  the  exccuiioxi 
of  ihofe  orders  flie  had  fent  c!an- 
dcftincly  to  India  ftiould  have 
opened  thj  eyes  of  all  Europe  to 
the  degree  of  reliance  which  caa 
be  placed  in  her  pacific  profeflions, 
and  ihould  have  enabled  every 
power  in  it  to  determine,  to  whicJi 
of  the  two  powers,  France  or  Eng- 
land, the  term  of  pcrJiMous  moft 
properly  iipplics,  an  epithet  which 
the  Englilh  Miniflcr  lofes  na 
opportunity  of  bellowing  upon 
France. 

As  to  the  King,  if  he  has  de- 
ferred notifying  to  the  world  the 
multiplied  injiirics  he  has  fuftained 
from  the  Cour-t  cf  London;  if  he 
has  delayed  demonftraiing  the  ab- 
folutc  necefilty  of  his  having  re- 
courfc  to  armsj  fuch  a  procralli- 
nation  on  the  pirt  of  his  M.'jclly, 
has  been  cwii.g  to  a  fond  hope 
that  the  Engliih  Miniller  would  at 
Tall  recollect  hinifeJf,  and,  that  ei- 
ther juilice,  or  the  more  critical 
fuuation  into  which  he  has  plunged 
his  country,  would  have  prevailed 
on  him  ^')  change  his  conduct. 

This  h.)pe  appcijrcd  to  h3\*c 
been  the  better  founded,  as  the 
Englilh  Minillcr  was  coniinually 
Ciirpatchlng  his  cmifi'aries  to  found 
his  M.ijelty's  d:.poiitiun<?,  at  the 
very  time  iiie  King  of  Spa.n  was 
negocidting  wiiii  him  lor  peac;;. 
\i\s  Mnjclty,  io  far  from  belying 
thofe  kntiments  wiiich  he  had  al- 
ways exprtflVd,  liUencJ  with  ea- 
gcrncfi  to  th'j  advice  of  the  King 
his  uncle;  a.id,  to  convince  ihac 
Prince  of  his  pcrfeyering  iinccrity, 
his  Majeily  cniruii-rd  him,  without 
refcive. 
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refcrvp,  with  thofc  very  moderate 
conditions,  on  which  his  Majefty 
woiiJd  moft  gladly  have  laid  down 
hi»  arms. 

The  Catholic  Kin^  communi- 
cated to  the  Court  o^  London  the 
aflurances  he  had  received  from 
his  Majedy,  and  he  urged  that 
Coart  to  perfect  the  reconciliation 
which  fhe  had  long  fo  earneflly  af- 
ieaed  to  defire.  But  the  Englifh 
Bliniiler*  although  conllantly  feign- 
ing a  defire  of  peace,  never  re- 
torned  an  ingenuous  anfwer  to  the 
King  of  Spain,  but  was  perpetu- 
ally infuliing  his  Catholic  Ma- 
je(ly»  with  a  tender  of  inadmiffible 
propoiitions»  quite  foreign  to  the 
labjeflofdifpute. 

]t  was  now  clear,  from  the  mod 
mdifputable  evidence,  that  Eng- 
land did  not  wi(h  for  peace,  and 
that  (be  negociated  for  no  other 
purpofe  but  to  gain  time  to  make 
the  neceflary  preparations  for  war. 
The  King  of  Spain  was  perfedly 
fenfible  of  this  truth ;  nor  was  he 
kfs  fenfible  how  much  his  own 
dignity  was  committed;  yet  his 
heart  anticipated  the  calamities  or 
war;  and  he  forgot  his  own  wrongs 
in  his  snxicus  wilh  for  pence.  He 
even  '  fuggefted  a  new  plan  of  a 
conation  of  arms  for  a  term  of 
years.  This  plan  was  pcrfeftly 
agreeable  to  his  Majclly,  on  con- 
dition, that  the  United  States  of 
America  ihould  be  comprifed  in 
the  propofal,  and  that,  during  the 
truce,  they  (hould  be  treated  as 
independent.  To  render  it  more 
cafy  for  the  King  of  England  to 
fabfcribe  to  this  ciTcntial  l^ipula- 
tion,  hij  Majcfty  conlcnied  that 
he  ihould  either  treat  immediately 
uiih  Congrcfs,  or  through  the  me- 
di.ition  of  the  King  of  Sp;«ii'. 

In    coiifequcnce    cl  ihcfe  over- 


tores,  his  Catholic  Majefty  dif* 
patched  his  plan  to  the  Court  of 
London.  Befides  the  time  limited 
for  the  fufpeniion  of  hoftilities 
(during  which  the  United  States 
were  to  be  considered  as  indepen* 
dent  de  faSo)  his  Catholic  Majef- 
ty  took  it  on  himfelf  to  propofe, 
relative  to  America,  that  each 
party  (hould  have  the  poiTeffion  of 
what  they  occupied  at  the  time  of 
figning  the  treaty  of  fufpeniion. 
guaranteed  to  them.  Such  infinite 
pains  did  the  King  of  Spain  take 
to  Aop  the  effu(ion  of  human 
blood ! 

There  is  not  a  doubt  but  that 
thefe  conditions  muft  appear*  to 
every  well -judging  perfon,  fuch  as 
would  have  been  accepted;  they 
were,  however,  formally  rejected 
by  the  Court  of  London,  nor  has 
that  Court  (hewn  atiy  difpofition 
to  peace,  unlcfs  on  the  abfurd 
condition  that  his  Majedy  fiiould 
abandon  the  Americantj  and  leave 
them  to  themfelves. 

After  this  afHi<^ling  declaration^ 
the  continuation  of  the  war  is  be- 
come inevitable;  and  therefbie 
his  Majefty  has  invited  the  Catho- 
lic King  to  join  him  in  virtue  of 
their  reciprocal  engagements,  to 
avenge  tlieir  refptdive  injuries, 
and  to  put  an  end  to  that  tyrannic 
cal  empire  which  England  has 
ulurped  and  pretends  to  maintain* 
upon  the  ocean. 

This  fuccinft  expofure  of  the 
poliiical  views,  and  the  progreflive 
feries  of  events  which  have  occa* 
(ioncd  the  prefent  rupture  between 
the  Courts  of  Vcrfailles  and  Lon- 
don, will  enable  all  Europe  to 
draw  a  parallel  between  the  con- 
dud  of  his  Majeily,  ^nd  that  of 
the  King  of  England;  to  render 
jufiice  to  the  puriiy  and  dircdnefs 
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•f  intention,  which,  daring  the 
whole  of  the  difputc,  has  charafter- 
ifcd  his  Majcfty;  and  finally,  all 
Europe  m\\  be  enabled  by  this 
publication  to  jud;».e,  which  of  the 
two  Sovereigns  is  the  real  author 
of  the  war  which  afflids  their 
kingdoms ;  and  which  of  the  two 
potentates  will  be  anfwerable  at 
the  tribunal  of  Heaven,  for  that 
train  of  calamities  occaiioned  by 
the  war ! 

Paris,  1779. 
Publijbed  bj  authority. 

The  Justifying  Memorial*^ 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  in 
jinfwer  to  the  Exposition,  'dc. 
if  the  Court  ofFrznce. 

THE   ambition  of  a  power, 
ever  a  foe  to  public  tran- 
quillity,   hath   at    length    obliged 
the  Ring  of  Great  Britain  to  em- 
ploy the  (Irength  which  God  and 
nis  people  have  confided  to   him, 
in  a  juft  and  lawful  war.— It  is  in 
vain  that  France  endeavours  to  juf- 
tify,  or  rather  difguife,  in  the  eyes 
of  Europe,  b^  her  laft  Manifeflo, 
the  politics  which  feem  to  be  die* 
tated  by  pride  and   cunning,  bat 
which  cannot  be  reconciled  with 
the  truth  of  fa6ts,  and  the  rights 
of  nations.      That  equity,    mode- 
ration,  and   love  of  peace,  which 
have  always  regulated  the  fteps  of 
the    King,    now    engage   him    to 
fubmit  the  condud  of  himfelf  and 
his  enemies,  to  the  judgment  of  a 
free  and  refpeftable  tribunal,  which 
will    pronounce,  without    fear    or 
flattery,  the  decree  of  Europe  to 
the  prefent  age,  and  to  pofterity. 
This   tribunal,    compofed    of   the 
ooderiUnding  and  diiintereHed  men 


of  all  nations,  will  never  regard 
profeifions ;.  and  it  is  from  the 
adions  of  Princes,  that  they  ought 
to  judge  of  the  motives  of  their 
condud,  and  the  fentiments  of  their 
hearts. 

When    the  Kne  afcended    the 
throne,  he  enjoyed  the  fuccefs  of 
his  arms  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
world  I    His  moderation  re-efta* 
blifhed  public  tranquillity,  at   the 
fame  time  that  he  fujpported  with 
firmncfs   the  glory  of  his   crown^ 
and  procured  the  moft  ioHd  ad  van* 
tagcs  to  his   people.      Experience 
had  taught  him  how  bitter  and  z€^ 
Aiding  even  the  fruits  of  vidory 
are;  and  how  much  wart,  whether 
happy  or  unfuccefsful,   exhauft  a 
people  without  aggrandizing  their 
Princes.      His   adions    proved   to 
tlie  world,  that  he  knew  the  value 
of  peace,  and  it  was  tt  leaft  to  be 
prefomed,  that  that  reafbn  which 
had  enli^hteiied   him    to   difoem 
the  inevitable  calamities  of  war* 
and  the  daneerous  vanity  of  000- 
queft,  infpired  him  with  the  fincere 
and  unfhiken  refolution  of  main- 
tainbg  the  public  repofe,  of  which 
he    was    himfelf  the    author   and 
guarantee.     Thefe  principles  were 
Uie   foundations   of  that    conduft 
which  his   Majefty  held  iovariably 
for  the  fifteen  years  which  followed 
the  peace  coocladed  at   Paris  in 
1763  ;  that  happy  era  of  quiet  and 
happincfs,  wii!  be  preferved  for  a 
long  time,  by  the  recolledion,  per- 
haps the  regret,  of  the  European 
nations.     The  inflrudlions   of  the 
King 'to  all  his  Ambafiadors,  were 
impreiTed  with  the  marks  of  hi« 
character  and  maxims. 

He  recommended  it  to  them,  at 
the  mod  important  part  of  their 
duty,  to  iiften,  with  the  mod  fcru- 


*  Although  this  Memorial  has  not  b^en  formally  avonred,  its  authtnticity  is 
tiot  doubted. 

pulous 
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pulous  attention,  to  the  com- 
plaints and  reprcrcntations  of  the 
powers,  his  neighbours  or  allio  ; 
to  fliilc  inr  the  beginning,  all 
j/ounds  of  quarrel  that  might  em- 
bitter or  alienate  the  minds  of 
Bien ;  to  turn  alide  the  fcourge  of 
war,  by  every  expedient  compa- 
tible with  the  dignity  of  t!.e  Sove- 
reign of  a  rcfpectuble  nation  ;  and 
ta  jnlp're  all  people,  with,  a  juft 
confidence  on  the  political  fyllcni 
of  a  Court  which  dctelled  war, 
without  fearing  it ;  w.'jich  em- 
ployed no  other  means  than  thofc 
of  rcxifon  and  ii.ia  rity,  and  which 
Bad  no  other  objed,  but  the  ge- 
neral tranquilliiy.  In  the  midil  of 
this  calm,  the*firll  fp.irks  of  dif. 
cord  were  kindled  in  America. 
The  intrigues  of  a  frw  bold  and 
criminal  leaders,  who  abufcd  the 
credulous  fimplicity  <.f  their  coun- 
trymen, inlenfibly  feduced  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Engliih  Colo- 
nicsL  to  raifc  the  flandard  of  revolt 
againd  the  Mother  Country*  to 
which  they  were  indebt':d  for  their 
cxiftcnce  and  their  happiiicfs.  The 
Court  of  Verfailles  caiily  forgtfC 
the  faith  of  treaties,  thi;  duties  of 
allies,  and  the  right  of  SDvercigns, 
to  endeavour  to  profit  of  circum- 
^anccs,  which  appeared  favourable 
to  its  ambitions  defigns.  It  did 
not  bludi  to  dcbafe  its  dignity,  by 
the  fecret  connexions  it  formed 
with  rebellious  fubjecls  ;  ar.a  atter 
having  cxhaullcd  all  the  Ihamcful 
rcfources  of  perfidy  and  diflimula- 
tion,  it  dared  to  avow,  in  the  tace 
of  Europe  (full  of  indignation  at 
Its  condu^)  the  folcmn  treaty 
which  the  Minifters  of  the  Moil 
Chriftian  King  had  ligncd  with 
the  dark  agents  of  the  Engilili 
Colonies,  who  founded  tacir  pre- 
tended  independence  on  nothing 
but  the  dahngners  of  their  revolt. 
7 


The  often  five  Declaration  whicb 
the  Marquis  de  Noailles  was  or- 
dcrred  to  make  to  the  Court  of 
London,  on  the  13th  of  March, 
in  the  lad  year,  ajthorized  his 
Majefty  to  repel  by  force  of  arms, 
the  utiheard-of  in.ult  that  was  of- 
fered to  the  honour  of  his  crown; 
and  the  King  remcmbt-red,  on  that 
important  o^wCafii.n,  what  he  owed 
his  fuhjeds  and  himfclf.  The 
fame  fpiiit  of  impofture  and  ajD* 
bition  coniiriucd  to  reign  in  the 
councils  of  IVance.— Spain,  who 
has,  more  than  once,  repented 
having  n?gleded  her  true  intereds, 
to  follow  blii.diy  the  dedra^ive 
projech  of  the  clJer  branch  of  the 
Iloufe  of  Bourbon,  was  engaged 
to  char.ge  the  part  of  mediator,  for 
that  of  enemy  of  Great  Britain. 
The  calamities  of  war  are  multi- 
plied, but  the  Court  of  VerfaiJles- 
hath,  hitherto,  nothing  to  boaft  of 
the  fucccfs  of  its  military  opera- 
tions; and  Europe  knows  well 
how  to  rate  thofe  naval  vidlories» 
which  exifl  no  where  but  in  the 
G  .7.?:tcs  and  Manifedos  of  pre- 
tended conquerors. 

Since  war  and  peace  iropofc  on 
nations  duties  cniirely  ditterent» 
and  even  oppofiie,  it  is  indifpen- 
fibly  neceflUry  to  dillinjuilh,  ia 
rtafoning  as  well  as  in  condud, 
the  two  conditions :  but  in  the  laft 
Manifedo,  publii'ned  by  France, 
thcfe  two  conditions  are  perpetu- 
ally 'confounded  :  flie  pretends  to 
jiiltify  her  condudl  in  mr.king  the 
bed,  by  turns,  nay,  almod  at  the 
fame  time,  of  thcfe  rights  which 
an  enemy  only  is  permitted  t<> 
claim,  and  of  thofe  maxims  which 
regulate  the  obligations  and  pro- 
cedure of  national  tricnddiip.  The 
fincde  of  the  Court  of  VerfailicSt 
in  blending  inceflantly  two  fup- 
pouavns>  which  have  no   connec- 
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tlon>  18  the  natural  coniequence 
of  a  falfe  and  ircacheroas  policy, 
whicti  cannot  bear  the  light  of  the 
day.  The  fcntiments  and  condud 
©f  the  King  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  moft  fevcre  fcrutiuy ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  invites  it  to 
diltinguifh  clearly  what  his  cne- 
inies  have  confounded  with  fo 
much  artifice.  fullic?  alone  ca» 
fpejk,  without  fear,  the  language 
ofreafor.  ^nd  truth. 

The  full  jullification  of  his  Ma- 
jefly,  and  the  indelible  condem* 
nation  of  France,  may  be  reduced 
to  the  proof  of  two  iimple,  and 
almoft  felf-^vident  principles.— 
Fird,  That  a  profound,  permanent, 
and,  on  the  part  of  England,  a 
(incere  and  tr«e  peace,  fubiii^ed 
between  the  two  nations,  when 
France  formed  connedions  with 
the  revolted  Colonies,  fee  ret  at 
firft,  but  afterwards  public  and 
avowed.-— Second,  That  according 
€0  the  beft  acknowledged  maxims, 
of  the  rights  of  nations,  and  evea 
according  to  the  tenor  of  treaties 
adually  Atbfiding  between  the  two 
crowns,  thefe  connedions  might 
be  regarded  as  an  infradion  of 
the  peace:  and  the  public  avowal 
of  thefe  connedions  was  equivalent 
to-  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  part 
of  the  Moll  Chriftian  King. — This 
is,  perhaps,  the  firft  time  that  a  re- 
fpedable  nation  had  an  occafion  to 
prove  two  truths,  fo  incontedtble, 
the  memory  of  which  is  already 
acknowledged  by  every  difinterclied 
and  unprejudiced  perfon* 

•'  When  Providence  called  the 
King  to  the  throne,  France  enjoy- 
ed a  moil  profound  peace."  Thefe 
are  the  expreti^oni  of  the  lall  Ma- 
fiifeilo  of  the  Court  of  Vcrlailles, 
which  eailly  remembers  the  folemn 
aiTuraoces  of  a  iiocere  friciidihip. 


and  the  mod  pacific  difpofition 
which  it  received  from  his  Britan* 
nic  Majcily,  and  which  were  oftea 
renewed  by  the  intervention  of 
AmbafTadors  to  the  t;vo  Co«rt% 
during  four  years,  until  the  fatal 
a:id  deciiive  moment  of  the  Dc* 
daration  of  the  Marquis  de  Noafl- 
les.  The  queftion,  then*  is  U$ 
prove,  that,  dnring  this  l^ppf 
time  of  general  tranquillity,  Eng- 
land concealed  a  fecret  war  under 
the  appearance  of  peace;  and  that 
her  unjuft  and  arbitrary  procedure 
was  carried  to  fuch  a  pitch,  •«  tm 
render-  lawful,  on  the  part  of 
France,  the  bolded  fteps,  whick 
arfe  permifTable  only  in  a  declare! 
enemy.  To  attain  this  ohjed« 
griefs  clearly  articulated  andfolidlj 
eilablithcd,  ihould  be  produced  be* 
fore  the  tribunal  of  Europe.  Thb 
great  tribunal  will  require  formal^ 
and,  perhaps,  repeated  proofs  of 
the  injury,  of  the  compl:unt,  of 
a  refufal  of  competent  fatisfadion^ 
and  of  a  proteiiation  of  the  inj  ure4 
party,  that  it  held  itfelf  highly  cC^ 
fended  by  fuch  refufal,  and  that  it 
fliould  look  upon  itfelf  hereafter  as 
releafed  from  the  duties*  of  friend- 
fhip,  and  the  bonds  of  treaties. 
Thofe  nations  whick.  refped  the 
fandity  of  oaths,  and  the  advjfo* 
tages  of  peace,  are  the  flowed  t9 
catch  hold  of  opportunities  whick 
feem  to  difcharge  them  from  a 
facred  and  folemn  obligation ;  and 
it  is  but  with  trembling  that  they 
dare  to  renounce  the  friendfliip  of 
powers,  from  which  they  have  long 
borne  injudice  and  infult. 

But  the  Court  of  Vcrfailles  hatk 
been  either  ignorant  of  thefe  wile 
and  faiutary  principles,  or  it  hack 
dcfpifed  them ;  and,  indead  of 
iixtr.g  the  foundations  of  a  juil 
and    legitimate  war,  it  hath  coa- 

tcuteJ 


4o6l      ANNUAL  REGISTER,    1779. 

tented  itfelf  to  fpread  chroagfi  eVe- 
ry  WLgc  of  iu  Manifefio,  general 
and  vague  complainU,  evprcfled 
with  exaggeradont  in  a  metapho- 
lical  ftyle.^*-It  goei  above  three- 
Icore  years  back  to  accnfe  England 
of  ber  want  of  care  to  ratify  fome 
commercial  regulations,  fome  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  It 
prefomes  to  reproach  the  King's 
minifters  with  nfing  the  langoaee 
of  haughtincfs  and  ambition,  with- 
ont  condefcending  to  the  du^  of 
proving  im potations  as  unlikely  as 
they  are  odious.  The  free  (up* 
pofitions  of  the  ambition,  and  in- 
fincerity  of  the  court  of  London, 
are  confeffedly  healed  up,  as  if 
they  feared  to  be  difcriminated ; 
the  pretended  infults  which  the 
commerce,  the  flag,  and  the  terri- 
tories of  France,  have  undergone, 
are  infinuatcd  in  a  very  obtcure 
manner,  and  at  lad  there  efcapes 
an  avowal  of  the  enjgagement 
which  the  mod  Chriftian  King 
had  already  made  with  Spain,  "  to 
avenge  their  refpedive  wrongs, 
and  put  bounds  to  the  tyrannical 
empire  which  England  had  ufurped, 
and  pretended  to  maintain  over 
every  fea.'* 

It  is  difficult  to  encounter  phan- 
toms, or  to  anfwer  clofely  and 
precifely  to  the  fanguage  of  decla- 
mation. The  juft  confidence  of 
the  King,  would  doubtlefs  dcfire 
to  fubmit  to  the  flrideil  examina- 
tion, thofe  vague  complaints,  thofe 
pretended  wrongs,  upon  which  the 
court  of  VerfaiUes  has  fo  prudent- 
Iv  avoided  to  explain  itfelf,  with 
tliat  dearnefs  and  particularity 
which  alone  could  fupport  its  rea- 
fons,  and  excufe  its  condu£i.  Dur- 
ing a  fifteen  years  peace,  the  in- 
terefls  of  two  powerful,  and  per- 
iups   jeabus    nations,  which  ap- 


proached in  fo  many  places  in  tSbt 
old  and  new  world,  would  inevi- 
ubly  furoifh  fobjeds  of  complaint 
and  difcuffion,  which  a  reciprocal 
moderation  would  always  know 
how  to  fettle,  but  which  are  bat 
too  eafily  fharpened  and  impoiibo- 
ed  by  the  real  hatred,  or  afidled 
fufpidons,  of  a  fecret  and  ambi- 
tious enemy:  and  the  troobks  of 
America  were  bnt  too  apt  to  mul- 
tiply the  hopes>  the  pretexts,  and 
the  unjud  pretenfions  of  France. 
Neverchelefs,  fuch  has  been  the 
ever  uniform,  and  ever  peaceable 
condud  of  the  King  and  his  mini* 
flers,  that  it  hath  often  filenced 
his  enemies;  and  if  it  may  be  per- 
mitted to  difcover  the  true  ienie 
of  thefe  indefinite  and  equivocal 
accufations,  whofe  ftudied  obfcu- 
rity  betrays  the  features  to  fhame 
and  artifice^f  it  may  be  permit- 
ted of  contefted  objeds  which  have 
no  exiftence,  it  may  be  affirmed 
with  the  boldnefs  of  truth,  that 
feveral  of  thefe  pretended  injuries, 
are  announced  for  the  firft  time, 
in  a  declaration  of  war,  without 
having  been  propofed  to  the  court 
of  London,  at  a  time  when  they 
might  have  been  confidered  with 
the  ferious  and  favourable  atten- 
tion  of  friendfhip.  ^  In  reQ^ed  to 
thofe  complaints  which  the  am- 
bafTadors  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty  have  communicated  from  time 
to  time  to  the  King's  minifters,  it 
would  be  eafy  to  give,  or  rather 
to  repeat  fatisfadory  anfwers,  which 
would  demonftrate,  to  the  eyes  of 
France  herfelf,  the  King's  mode- 
ration, his  love  of  juflice.  and  the 
fincerity  of  his  difpofition  to  pre- 
ftrvc  the  general  tranquillity  of 
Europe.  Thofe  complaints,  whicb 
the  court  of  Ver failles  may  difpenfe 
with  recolledling,  were  very  rarely 
founded 


STATE     PAPERS. 


[4^1 


founded  in  truth  and  reafop ;  and 
it  was  mod  generally  found  t4iat 
thofe  perfons  in  Europe,  America, 
pr  on  the  feas^  from  whom  an  ilU 
foanded  and  fufpeded  intelligence 
was  derived,  had  not  been  afraid 
Xo  abufe  the  confidence  of  France, 
the  better  to  ferve  her  fccret  inten- 
tions. 

.  If  fomc  fafts,  which  France  en- 
hanced as  the  ground  of  her  com- 
plaints, were  built  on  a  lefs  brittle 
foundation,  the  King's  miuiAers 
cleared  them  without  delay,  by  a 
mod  clear  and  entire  juflification 
of  the  motives  and  rights  of  their 
SovereigUi  who  might  punifh  ^ 
contraband  trade  on  his  coad,  with- 
out wounding  the  public  repofe ; 
and  to  whom  the  law  of  nations 
gave  a  lawful  right  to  feize  all  vef- 
fels  which  carried  arms  Or  war- 
like ilores  to  his  enemies,  or  re- 
bellious fubjefti.  The  tourts  of 
juftice  were  always  open  to  indivi- 
duals of  all  nations,  and  thofe 
mnft  be  very  ignorant  of  the  Bri- 
tiih  conftitution,  who  fuppofe  that 
the  royal  authority  was  capable  to 
Ihut  out  the  means  of  an  appeal. 
In  the  vafl  and  extended  theatre  of 
the  operations  of  a  naval  war,  the 
mod  adtive  vigilance,  and  the  moll 
Heady  authority,  are  unable  to 
difcover  or  fapprefs  every  diforder ; 
but  every  time  that  the  court  of 
Verfailles  was  able  to  ellablilh  the 
truth  of  any  real  injuries  that  its 
fabjedls  had  fullained,  without  the 
knowledge  or  approbation  of  the 
King,  his  Majefty  gave  the  moft 
fpeedy  and  effedual  orders  to  (lop 
an  abufe,  which  injured  his  own 
dignity,  as  well  as  the  intereil  of 
his  neighbours,  who  had  been  In- 
volved in  the  calamities  of  war. 
The  objecl  and  importance  of  this 
war  will  fuffice  to  fhew  all  £a- 
VoL.  XXII. 


rope,  OQ  what  principles  the  poli- 
tical proceedings  of  England  ought 
IP  be  regulated.  Is  it  likely,  that 
whilft  England  employed  her  forces 
to  bring  the  revolted  colonies  of 
America  back  to  their  duty,  fhe 
ihould  have  chofen  that  moment  to 
irritate  the.nioil  refpediable  powers 
pf  Europe,  by  the  injuiUce  and  vio- 
lence of  her  condafl  ?  Equity  hatK 
always  governed,  the  fentiments 
and  conJud  of  the  King;  but  on 
this  important  occafion,  his  very 
prudence  is  a  warrant  for  his  iin- 
cerity  and  moderation. 

But  to  eflablifh  clearly  the  paci- 
fic fylle.n  that  fubfiils  between  the 
two  nations,  nothing  more  is  want- 
ing than  to  appeal  to  the  very 
telUmony  of*  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles. At  the  very  time  in  which 
it  doth  not  blu(h  to  place  all  thefs 
pretended  infra^ions  of  the  public 
peace,  which  would  have  engaged 
a  Prince  Icfs  fparing  of  his  fub- 
jedls  blood,  to  make,  without  he- 
fitation,  reprtfals,  and  to  repel  in- 
fult  by  force  of  arms,  the  minifter 
of  the  moil  Chridian  King  fpokc 
the  language  of  confidence  and 
friendfhip.  Inftead  of  denouncino^ 
any  defign  of  vengeance,  with  that 
haughty  tone,  which  at  lead  fparcs 
injuftice  from  the  reproaches  of 
perfidy  and  difTimuIation,  the 
court  of  Veifailles  concealed  the 
mod  treacherous  condu^  under  the 
fmoothed  profeflions.  But  thofe 
very  profcffions  fervc,  at  prefent, 
to  belie  its  declaration,  and  to  call 
to  mind  thofe  fentiments  which 
ought  to  have  regulated  its  con- 
dud.  if  the  court  of  Verfailles 
is  unwilling  to  be  accufed  of  a  dif. 
fimulation  unworthy  of  its  gran- 
deur, it  will  be  forced  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  till  the  moment  that: 
it    dictated    to    the    Marquis    de 

[Cc]  Noaillfs, 
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Noailles,  that  declaration,  which  arifcn  between  Great  Britain  aol 
has  been  receivfd  &s  the  fignal  of  her  colonies,  the  court  of  Ver- 
war,  it  did  not  know  any  grounds  failles  applied  icfelf,  with  the 
of  complaint,  fuffictently  real  or  molt  lively  and  determined  ardor, 
important,  to  authorize  a  violation  to  the  augmentation  of  her  ma- 
of  the  obligations  of  pesce,  and  the  rine.  The  King  did  not  *' prc- 
^ith  of  treaties,  to  which  k  had  tend  to  reign  as  a  tyrant  of  the 
fworn  in  the  fnce  of  heaven  and  feas.''  but  knows  that,  at  all 
earth;  and  to  difengage  from  that  times,  maritime  forces  have  coo- 
amity,' to  which,  to  the  lall  moment,  iiitoted  the  glory  and  fafeiy  of  hit 
it  had  repeated  the  moil  folemn  and  dominions ;  and  that  they  have 
lively  afTurances.  often  proce^cd  the  liberty  of  £u- 
When  an  adverfary  is  incapable  rope,  againll  the  ambitious  ftatc, 
of  jadifying  bis  violence  in  the  which  haih  lu  long  laboured  to  fob- 
public  opinion,  or  even  in  his  own  duu  ir. 

eyes,  by  the  injuries  which  he  pre-  A   fenfe  of  his  dignity,   and  i 

tends  to  have  receiveJ,  he  has  re-  jull  knowledge  uf  his  duty  and  bk 

courfo  to  the  chiinerical  danger  to  intcrelt^  cii^agcd    his     Majeily  to 

which    his    patience    m'ght    have  watch,  with  an  attentive  eye,  over 

been  expofed  ;  ar,d  in  the  place  o(  the   proceedings  of  France,  whofe 

fads,   of  which  he  is  totally  ij>i-  ctangerous    policy,  withoat  a   mo- 

provide  I,  he  endeavours  lo  fubili-  tive,  and  without  an  enemy*  pre- 

tute   a    vain    picture,   which    hath  cipiratcd   the  building  and  arming 

exillence  only  in  hii  own  imagina-  of  fl»ips  in  all  her  ports  ;  and  which 

tion,  perhaps  hin  o*mi  l.cart.     The  employed    a    coullderable  part  of 


minifler  or'  the  moJl  LhriUian 
King,  who  fecms  to  have  f^n  liie 
weakfieu  of  the  means  th.y  were 
force  J  to  rmplDV,  yit  ni-dc  im- 
poicnt  ciVorts  to  uppod  thofe 
means,  by  li!*?  mod  odious  .ind 
nnaccoantable  fufpicions.  '*  i'nt: 
conrt  of  London  m-ide  prepara- 
lionr,  in  its  ports,  and  armaments, 
v«hich  could  not  have  America  for 
their  objed.  Their  intention  was, 
couieq  :cntly,  too  well  determined 


her  revenues  in  the  expence  of 
thofc  military  preparations,  the 
neceility  or  obje»!l  of  which  it  was 
impolTible  to  declare.  In  that  con- 
jundufe  the  King  could  not  avoid 
following  the  counfel  of  his  pru- 
dence, and  the  example  of  his 
neighbqurw  The  fucceflive  aug- 
mentation of  their  marine  ferved 
as  a  rule  for  his ;  and  withoyt 
wounding  the  rciTped  that  he  owed 
to    frrendiy    powers,    his    Majefty 


ior    the    King    to    miihke    them,  declared    publicly    to   his    parlla* 

and  from  thence    r;   bccime   their  mcnt,  that  England  fticuld  be  ia 

Jutv  to  mak  •  farh  djipofuicns,  as  a    refpeftable     ihtc     of     defence, 

were    capable    of    prr: venting    the  The  naval  foree  which  he  had  k 

evil  defigns  ot   h-*    enemy,  &c. —  carefully    (Irengthcned,     was     dc- 

In   this  Itate  of  ;if^*airs,   tue    King  i)i>ned  only  to  maintain  the  genc- 

fouad  he    had    not    a   tnoa-.cni   to  rdi   tranquillity   of  Europe  $    and 

lofe."      Thii   is  the   langu;  gc   of  whilll  ihe  didlates  of  hit  own  con* 

France  \  now   no  will  (hew  that  of  fcience  difpofed  the  King  to  gilt 

truth.  %'reJit    to    the    profcfGons   0f  fSt^ 

i>aring  the  diQ^utetr  which  had  court  of  Vctfailles,  he  prepared  to 
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have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  per- 
fidious defigns  of  its  ambition. 
I^raoce  now  dares  to  fuppofe  that 
ihe  King*  *'  inftcad  of  confining 
himfelf  within  the  limits  of  a  law. 
fal  defence,  gave  himfelf  op  to  a 
hope  of  conquefl,  and  that  the 
reconciliation  of  Great  Britain  with 
her  colonies,  announced^  on  her 
part,  a  fixed  projed  of  re-allying 
them  with  her  crowo,  to  arm  ihem 
againft  France."  Since,  then; 
that  the  court  of  Verlaillcs  cannot 
excafe  its  procedure,  but  in  fa- 
vour of  a  fuppoficion  deditute  of 
truth  and  Hkeiihood,  the  King 
hath  a  right  to  call  upon  thst 
court,  in  the  face  of  Europe,  to 
produce  a  proof  of  an  afTertion  as 
odious  as  bold  ;  and  to  develope 
thofe  public  operations,  or  fccret 
intrigaes,  that  can  authbrife  the 
fufpicions  of  France,  that  Great 
Britain,  after  a  long  and  painful 
difpuce^  offered  peace  to  her  Tub- 
je6ts  with  no  other  defign  than  to 
undertake  a  frcfh  war  againll  a  re- 
fpeilable  power,  with  which  (he 
had  prefer ved  all  the  appearances 
of  friendiliip. 

After  having  faithfully  erpofed 
the  frivolous  motives,  and  pre- 
tended wrongs  of  France,  we  can 
refied,  with  a  certainty,  judiiied 
by  reafon  and  by  fa£l,  on  the  6r(l 
propofition,  fo  (imple  and  fo  im- 
portant •— That  a  peace  fubfided 
between  the  two  nations^  and  that 
Prance  was  bound  by  every  obliga* 
tion  of  friendOiip  and  treaty  wiih 
the  King,  who  had  never  failed  in 
his  legitimate  engagement. 

The  firft  article  of  the  treaty 
ligned  at  Paris,'  the  10th  of  Pe- 
fafmary  1763,  between  his  Briun- 
Rfc,  mod  Chridian,  Catholic,  and 
nod  Faithful  Majedies,  confirms, 
Im,   the   moft  precife  and  iblema 


manner,  the  obligations  which  na« 
tural  judice  im  poles  on  all  nations 
which  are  in  mutual  frie^ddiip ; 
but  thefe  obligations  are  fpecified 
and  dipulated  in  that  treaty  by 
expredions  as  lively  as  they  are 
jud.—— After  having  coroprifed, 
in  a  general  form,  all  the  dates 
and  fubjedls  of  the  high  contradl- 
ing  powers,  they  declared  their 
refolution,  *'  not  only  never  to 
permit  any  hodilities  by  land  or 
Tea,  but  even  to  procure  recipro- 
cally, on  every  occafion,  all  that 
can  contribute  to  their  mutual 
glory,  sntered,  and  advantages* 
without  giving  any  fuccour  or  pro« 
te;^ion,  diredtly  or  indirefU^,  to 
thofe  who  would  do  any  prejudice 
to  one  or  other  of  the  high  con- 
tradting  parties."  Such  was  the 
facred  engageipent  which  France 
contra^ed  wirh  Great  Britain  ; 
and  it  cannot  be  difguifed,  that 
fuch  a  promife  ought  to  bind  with 
greater  drength  and  energy  againft 
the  domedic  rebels,  than  the  fg* 
reign  enemies  of  the  two  crowns. 
The  revolt  of  the  Americans  put 
the  fidelity  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
faiiles  to  a  proof;  and  notwich* 
danding  the  frequent  examples  that 
£urope  hath  already  feen  of  its 
little  regard  to  the  ffith  of  trea- 
ties, its  conduA  in  thefe  circum* 
dances  adooidied  and  enraged 
evefy  nation  which  was  not  blindly 
devoted  to  the  intereds,  and  eves 
to  the  caprices  of  France.  If 
France  had  intended  to  fulfil  her 
duty,  it  was  impoffible  for  her  to 
have  midaken  it ;  the  fptrit  as 
well  as  the  letter  of  the  treaty  of 
Paris  impofed  on  her  an  obligation 
to  bar  their  ports  againft  the  Ame* 
rican  veflels ;  to  forbU  her  fnb« 
jedls  to  have  any  commerce  with 
that  rebellions  people;  and  not 
[Cc]  2  to 
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Lj:  e*:-  ■  T-i:  .-.:  —c  ^t  --- 
ii^;. •-.  =  . :  :r. :     '•-.  . ;- ,    : -.   rs  i  .r  :   :  j 

a»i*«fir:;  ,  tj  :'-f:r  7.  3  *.:  ■.:- 
ihaj  t.-.^>  -  cc  :  c  ■'---£••  :^  •  ::a 
tiVr.'^  ^ : ':  i'. ;  r .  ii  .r. '1 :.  r  ;  .  -  .  ::  rr  ■ , 
fc I* .ir*  --'.  < I  •  «' « « £  «t.  >' z  1  i  «  ■'  c  ■  _x 

had  f-ca;  ■^■.  .:  ;!».:i?  crsT.i.il  tr.- 
terpri/.-r,    :>•'    i":    '..-ct*    fi'-ii-*:     t 

t r.zy  t :-  -.  - ^- .'i ;   co   I*  r .:;   izc-i     r  ■  - 

ti-.t  lea:l  :^..«iri  ii  -o  i  c  :r.  t:t*:: 
of  K.'i£ir  iT'-in^r  coj'ir.-;  j,  2  :j 
Cfkw   from    L  J  roc -J   tif-.c-  n-.i..*ary 

been  imu'Al.t.c  i\t  irt.-xi  :o  have 
fu  pp<^, r !cci  lii t  v»  i  r  t. j  •  /  i . a  d  l  -  - 
Jirukcn.  i.i-ir  a;/er.:i  c- :c2- 
v(-.urcd  to  j'-cr.eirirc  into,  ^.r  :  ci- 
t.e  i  n  I  he  li.  f.  t .  t n  t  rt/*:es  o:  H  - :  . .  : 
t/'^t  ii  v/ii  on.y  in  Frinct  t  ii  ...••./ 
fcu''i(i  iiM  i-i''i' »,  r.  'r^t-.  ai  *  ■  -m- 
afiCe.  Jt  M  Lcr.tairi  tr.e  Kn^*s 
iii^i^riit/  I'j  tf.f.'iirc  £^:er  the  j..m, 
«jr  tiic  sat'jrc  01  :Jic  corrc'p«nce:.cc 
that  they  had  tiic  ac'Jrei's  co  co.-j- 
trad  wirh  the  rniniltr-s  of  the 
C4/urc  of  Verfiiile:  *  and  of  ui.ich 
\\ic  public  cfFcdti  were  ibon  viiible 
in  the  g':«cral  iibcrr/,  or  rather 
unboaudcd  licence,  of  an  ilicglti- 
jnarc  commerce.  Jt  is  well  known 
that  ti  e  vi;;iiance  of  ihc  lav^s  can- 
n'rt  alwayi  prevent  artful  illicit 
tradertt  viho  appear  under  a  thou- 
(and  different  fornos,  and  whcfe 
avidity  for  gain  makes  them  brave 
evci-y  danger^  and  eluJe  every  pre- 
caution :  but  the  condud  of  the 
French  mcrchancsi  who  furnilhcd 
America  not  only  with  ufeful  and 


liCS. "*!_-»  3;r:iLa=vL:x5',  bs:  cres 
*-*i  u-'fi--?,  Ziii  -  pc*\ie--,  as- 
**:.':  TIC'.  a*z::,  az;i  arcillcr** 
■--ill  i^rciirii  lii:  ::cT  «.cre  a:'- 
.-rri  :ct  :i!y  c:  iccpczinr,  bus 
e=^*a  c«  :i<  prcisriies  a=d  farcar 
•:    -'.'t  DLilien  c:  :ac  ccar:  oc'Vcr- 


-n-  cc:jrp~z*  10  Tiia  a=a  w  ci:- 
i.-l:.  ai  :-a:  c:  cic:=g  frco  lie 
e  4!  c:  G-ei:  Lri^in,  ard  CI  all 
£.-rcr:,  tis  ;rTce:iir.gs-r:  a  ccm- 
r.erci-l  c:-n:iiv,  audited  ior 
tjr-.L..r.5  :.-e  Acrricaos  ii::h 
*r.*:e'i£f  c: -!i  -c^rij  aci  maio- 
;-».i  :>.e  £rc  c*"  l  revel:,  uis  nc; 
.  i-tc^.s-d-  Tr-  ir:orsced  pubHc 
I'.-.riLt^  i:.t  c:..z:  or"  ir.t  eatcrprizc, 
w>- .i*  h3-t'c  'A IS  efticliihed  at  Pi- 
r  ^ ;  h:4  ccrr?.V-cica:s  a:  Dunkirk. 
NiMz,  ar.d  lic-rjcwux,  were  equal- 
ly kr.cwr..  Tiie  ixsienfe  jnaga- 
z:-.e!  vkhi:h  t:.ey  formed,  and 
v/.-:c.i  I'rcy  rcp'.e"!ih;d  every  day* 
v.^re  i'.G^Q  in  t:.:p*  teat  they  boil: 
f.r  'p:,j:?.-.c,  arJ  they  fcarcely  dif- 
r?.T.blc.i  their  cbjccii,  or  the  place 
cf  :..vir  dtiiin alien.  J'hefe  vef- 
iVii  cummor.ly  took  falfc  clear- 
Lr.:cs  tor  the  Freoch  iflands  in 
America,  but  the  commodities 
which  ccmpcfed  their  cargo  were 
fdfiiwi;^nt,  berbre  the  time  of  their 
failing,  :o  difcover  the  fraud  and 
th2  artihce.  Thefe  fufpicioos  were 
q*jickly  confirmed  by  the  courfe 
they  held  ;  and  at  the  end  of  a 
few  weeks,  it  was  mt  furprizing 
to  hear  tiiey  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  King's  officers  cruiz- 
ing in  the  American  Teas,  who 
took  them  even  within  fight  of  the 
coails  of  ihe  revolted  cclooics. 
This  vigilance  was  but  too  well 
juHified  by  the  condud  of  thofe 
wha  had  the  luck  or  cunning  to 
cfcape  it ;  fince  they  approached 
America  only  to  deliver  the  rebels 

the 


STATE     PAPERS. 


[405 


tiie  arms  and  aminuriuon  which 
they  had  taken  on  board  for  their 
fervice.  I'hc  only  marks  of  ihcfc 
fads,  which  could  be  confiJered 
only  as  nianifclL  breaches  of  ihe 
faiih  of  itca'.'wi,,  nmlti plied  conti- 
nually, and  tl;e  dilif^encc  cf  the 
King's  ambaiTador  to  comnnunicate 
his  coinplairts  and  proofs  to  the 
court  ot  V^erfaillcs,  did  not  leave 
him  the  (hameful  and  humiliaiing 
relourcc  of  appearing  ignorant  of 
what  was  carried  on,  and  daily 
repeated  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
country.  He  pointed  out  th« 
names,  number,  and  quality  of 
the  (hips,  that  the  commercial 
agents  of  America  had  fitted  out 
in  the  ports  of  France,  to  carry  to 
the  rehdb  arms,  warlike  llores, 
and  even  French  ofiicers,  who  had 
engag^id  in  the  fervice  of  the  re- 
volted colonies.  The  dates,  places, 
and  peffons  were  always  fpccified, 
with  a  precifion  that  afforded  the 
minilhrs  of  his  moll  Chiiftian  Ma- 
j^fly  the  grcateft  facility  of  being 
a.Tured  of  ihefe  reports,  and  of 
Hopping  in  tiiac  the  progrcfs  of 
fheie  illicit  armaments.  Amongft 
a  croud  of  c?::.mp](s,  which  ac- 
cufe  the  court  of  Vcrfailles  of  want 
of  attention  to  fulfil  the  conditions 
of  peace,  or  rather  its  conllant  at- 
tention to  nourilh  fear  and  dif- 
cord,  it  is  impuli-ble  to  enumerate 
ihcm  all  ;  it  is  very  difficult  to 
feledl  the  mod  flriking  objc6ls. 
Nine  large  Ihips,  fitted  out  and 
freighted  by  the  Sieur  dc  Beau- 
marchriis,  and  his  partners,  in  the 
inonth  of  January,  1777,  are  not 
iconfoondcd  with  the  Amphitrhe, 
who  carried  about  the  fame  time  a 
great  quantity  of  ammunition,  and 
jhiiiy  French  officers,  who  paflcd 
with  impunity  into  the  fervicc  of 
the  rebels.  Every  month,  aimoft 
cyery  day,  furnilhcd   new  fubje^ls 


of  complaint;  and  a  (hort  memo- 
rial that  Vifcount  Stormont,  the 
King's  ambaffador,  communicated 
to  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  in  the 
month  of  Novemhtr,  in  fame  year, 
will  give  a  jull,  but  very  imper- 
fect idea  of  the  wrongs  which  Bri- 
tain hud  fo  often  fullained.  — 
**  There  is  a  fixty  gun  Ihip  at 
Rochiort,  and  an  Eafl  India  (hip» 
pierced  for  fixty  guns,  at  L'Ori- 
cnt.  1  hefe  two  Ihips  are  deftincd 
for  the  (ervice  of  the  rebels.  They 
are  laden  with  diiferent  merchan- 
dize, and  frcij»hted  by  Meflrs. 
Chaumont,  Ilolken,  and   Sebaticr.. 

I'hc    ihip    L'Hc||fux,  failed 

from  Maifeilles  the  ^h  of  Sep-  % 
lember,  under  another  name:  ihp^ 
goes  flrait  to  New  Hampfiiire. 
though  it  is  pretended  Q\e  is  boand 
to  the  French  iflands.  They  have 
been  permitted  to  take  on  board 
three  thoufand  mufquets,  and 
25,000  pounds  of  fulpliur,  a  mer- 
chandife  as  necefTary  to  the  Ame- 
ricans as  ufelefs  to  the  iflands. 
This  (hip  is  commanded  by  M. 
Lundi,  a  French  officer  of  dif- 
tinflion,  formerly  lieutenant  to 
M.  de  Bouganville.— L'Hippopb- 
tamc,  belonging  to  the  Sieur  Beaa- 
marchais,  will  have  on  board  four 
thoufand  mufquets,  and  many  war- 
like ilorcs  for  the  ufe  of  the  rebels. 
— There  arc  about  fifty  French  (hip3 
laden  with  ammunition  for  the  ufe 
of  the  rebels,  preparing  to  fail  to 
North  Ametica.  They  will  go 
from  Nantz,  L'Orient,  St.  Male, 
Havre^  Bourdeaux,  Bayonne,  and 
other  different  ports. — Thefe  are 
the  names  of  fome  of  the  perfons 
principally  intcrefted ;  M.  Chau- 
mont, M.  Menton,  and  his  parC« 
ncrs.  Sec.  Sec.'* 

In  this  kingdom,  where  the  will 
of  the  Prince  meets  with  no  ob- 
fhcle,  fuccours,  fo  confiderable,  fo 

[C  f]  J  public. 
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public*  fo  long  fupported  ;  In  fine, 
fo  neceiTary  to  inainuin  the  war  in 
America,  (hew  clearly  enough  the 
mod  fecret  intentions  of  the  mod 
Chriftian    King's    miniiters.      But 
ihcy  Hill  carried  further  iheir  for- 
eetfulnefs^  or  contecnp:  of  the  moll 
iolemn   engagements,   and  it   was 
not  without  their  permifiion  that  an 
underhand   and  dangerous  war   if- 
fued  from  the  ports  of  France,  un- 
der the    deceitful    ma(k  of  peace, 
and  the  pretended  flag  of  the  Ame- 
rican   colonies.      The    favourable 
reception  that   their  agents  found 
vf'ith  the  miniflers  of  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  ^quickly      encouraged 
them  to  foM  and  execute  the  au- 
dacious   projedl  of    eilabliihing    a 
blace  of  arms  in  the  country,  which 
had  ferved  them    for    an    afylum. 
They  had  brought  with  them,  or 
koenr    how  to  fabricate   letters  of 
marque,  in  the  name  of  the  Ame- 
rican Congrefs,  who  had  the   im- 
pudence  to   ufurp   all    the    rights 
of  fovereignty.     The   partnerftiip, 
whofe  intereded  views  eaiily  em- 
barked in  all  their  defigns,  fitted 
out    (hips    that    they    had     either 
built  or  purchafed.     They  armed 
them  to  cruize   in   the    European 
feas,    nay,  even  on  the   coads  of 
Great    Britain.     To  fave  appear- 
ances, the  captains  of  thefe  cor- 
{sLin  hoided   the  jpretended   Ame- 
rican flag,  but  their  crews  were  al- 
ways compofed  of  a  great  number 
or  Frenchmen,  who  entered,  with 
impunity,  under  the  very  eyes  of 
their  governors  and  the  officers  of 
the  maritime  provinces.     A  nume- 
rous fwarm  of  thefe  corfairs,  ani> 
mated  by  a  fport  of  rapine,  failed 
from  the  ports  of  France,  and  after 
cruifing  in  the  Briiifh  feas,  re  en- 
tered, or  took  fhelter  in  the  fame 
ports.     Thither  they  brought  their 
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prizes,   and    under   a   rude,   wttk 
ariitice,     which     they     Ibmetimes 
voucbfafrd    to  employ^    the  prizes 
were    fold    publicly   and    comno^ 
dioufly  enough,  in  the  fight  of  the 
royal  officers,    always    difpofed   to 
protcdl  the  commerce  of  thofe  trad- 
ers, who  violated  the  laws,  to  coo - 
form  to  the  Freoch  roioiftry.     The 
corfairs  enriched    rhemfelves  with 
the  fpoils  of  the  King't  fubjeds ; 
and    after  having   profited  of  full 
liberty  to  repair  their  loflfe^,  pro- 
vide for  their  wants,  and  procure 
all  warlike  llores,  gunpowder,  can- 
non,   and   rigging,    which    might 
ferve  for  new  enterprizes,  they  de- 
parted freely  from  the  fame  pores, 
to  make  ne^v  cruizes.     The  hifior^ 
of  the  Reprifal    privateer   may  be 
cited  from  a  crowd   of  examples, 
to  fet  the  unjud,  but  fcarcely  ar- 
tificial, condndl  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles in  a  clear  light.     This  (hip, 
which  had  brought  Ivlr.  Franklio^ 
agent  of  the  revolted   colonies,  to 
Europe,   was    received,    with    two 
prizes  (lie  had  taken  in  her  pafifage' 
,  She  remained  in  the  port  of  Naotz, 
as  long  as  flie  thought  convenient  { 
put    twice   to    fea   to  plunder  tb^ 
King's  fubjefts,  and  came  quietly 
into  L'Oricnt  with  the  new  prizes 
iihe  had  madew 

Notwithdanding  the  drongeft  re- 
pr^fentatiou  of  the  King's  ambaf^ 
fador  ;  notwithdanding'  the  moft 
folemn  afTurances  of  the  Frencli 
miniders,  the  captain  of  that  cor- 
fair  was  permitted  fo  (lay  a( 
L'Oricnt  as  long  as  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  ^  re  fit  his  fhip,  to  provide 
fixty  barrels  of  gunpowder,  and  to 
receive  as  many  French  feameii,' 
*  as  chofe  to  engage  with  him.  Fnr- 
nidied  with  thefe  reinforcemeuttf 
the  Kcprifal  failed  a  third  timtf 
from  the  ports  of  tkeir  new  allies, 
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and  prefently  formed  a  little  fqua- 
dron  of  ptrates>   by  the  concerted 
junction  of  the  X^exingion  and  the 
Polphin,  twv)  privateers  ;  the  6ril 
of  which  had  already  carried  more 
than   one    prize   into    th.e  river  of 
Bourdeaux  i   and  the  other,   fitted 
oiu  at  c>antz,  and  manned  entirely 
by  Frenchmen,  had  nothing  Amc- 
ricm,  bat  the  comm.iD<ier.     Thefe 
three  Ihips,  which  To  publicly  en- 
joyed tne  prote.^ion  o(  the  court  of 
Vcrfailles,   in    a  (bore  tiipe  after- 
wards took  fifteen  IlritiQi  diips,  the 
^reiteft  part  of  which  were  brought 
^nto  the  ports  of  France,  and  fe- 
cretly  fo)d.««;-Sucb   fa^s,  which  it 
would    be    eafy  to  multiply,  (land 
inftead  of  reafor.ings  and  reproaches. 
The  fai:h  of  treaties  cannot  avoid 
being  called   upon,  on    this  occa-> 
fion  ;    and   i%  is  not   necefTary  to 
ifaew    that    an    allied,   or   even   a 
neutral    power,    can    ever    permit 
war,  without  violating  peace.    'i*he 
principle    of    the   law    of   nations 
will,  doiibtlefs,  refuse   to  the,  am- 
baifador   of    the    moft    refpediable 
power    that   privilege    of    arming 
privateers,  which  the  court  of  Ver- 
iailles  granted  uiuier-hand,  in  the 
very    bofoni    of     France,    to    the 
agents  of  rebels.     In  the  French 
iflandf,  the  public  tranquillity  was 
violated  in  a  manner  yet  more  au- 
dacious ;    and  notwjtiillanding  the 
change  of  the  governor,  the  ports 
of  Marti nico    ferved    always   as  a 
(belter  to  corfairs  who  cruized  un- 
der American  colours,  but  manned 
by    Frenchmen.      Mr.    fianghum, 
agent  for  the  rebels,  who  enjoyed 
(he  favoar  and  confidence  of  two 
fucceffive  governors  of  Martinico, 
diredled  the  arming  of  thofe  pri- 
vateers, and  the  pi^blic  fale  of  their 
prizes.     Two  merchant  (hips,  the 
fiaocaihire    lleto,    atid   the   Iri(U 


Gambler,  which  were  t^^ken  by  the 
Revenge,  a(rurcs,  that  out  of  he^r 
crew,  confiiking  of  1^5  men,  there 
were  but  two  Americans ;  and  that 
the  owner,  who  at  the  (ame  time 
was  proprietor  of  .eleven  other  pri- 
vateers, acknowledged  himfclf  to 
be  30  inhabitant  of  xJartinico^ 
where  he  was  looked  ^|];on  as  the 
favourite,  and  the  fecret  agen:  of 
the  governor  himfclf. 

Ill  the  midft  of  all  ihefe  a^s  of 
boftility,  (which  it  is  impoffible 
to  call  by  any  other  name)  the 
court  of  Verfailles  continued  air- 
ways to  fpeak  the  language  of 
peace  and  amity,  and  its  miniilerji 
exhauded  all  the  fources  of  artifice 
and  diflimulaiipn,  to  lull  the  juft 
complaints  of  Great  Britain,  to. 
deceive  her  jull  fufpicions,  and  to 
flop  the  effeds  of  her  juft  refeat« 
ment.  From  the  hrSt  xrz  of  the 
American  troubles,  to  the  moment 
of  a  declaration  of  war  by  the 
Marquis  de  Noailles,  the  minidert 
of  the  moft  Chrillian  Hing  never 
ceafed  to  renew  the  ilronged  aod 
mod  exprefiTive  protedations  of  their 
pacific  difpo(itions  ;  and  l^wevpr 
the  common  condudt  of  the  court 
of  Verfailles  was  adapted  to  infpirc 
a  jud  doubt,  yet  his  MajeAy's  juil 
heart  furniihed  him  with  povverfoi 
motives  to  believe,  that  France  had 
at  length  adopted  a  fydem  of  mo^ 
deration  and  peace,  which  would 
perpetuate  ihe  folid  and  reciprocal 
happin«:fs  of  the  two  nations.  The 
minideri  of  the  court  of  VerfailUs 
endeavoured  to  excufe  the  arrival 
and  refidence  of  the  rebrls  agent, 
by  the  Uronged  affnranccs,  tnat  he 
fuun-J  only  a  fimple  alylum  in 
France,  without  either  didindlioa 
or  encoiiragtrment. 

The  ffcvdom  of  commerce,  and 
the  third  of  K^in,  fcrve  fometimrfi 
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is  pretexts  to  cover  ihc  illegiti- 
mate defigns  of  the  fubje^s  of 
France ;  and  at  a  time  when  they 
vainly  alledged  the  impotence  of 
the  laws  to  prevent  abufes,  which 
neighbouring  ilates  know  fo  well 
how  to  fupprefs,  they  condemned, 
with  every  appearance  of  iinccrity, 
the  tranfportation  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  which  (he  permitted 
with  impunity,  for  the  iervice  of 
the  rebels.  Vo  the  firft  reprefenta- 
tion  of  '  the  King's  ambafTador 
upon  the  fubjedt  of  the  privateers, 
which  were  fitted  out  in  the  ports 
of  France  under  American  colours, 
the  miniflers  of  his  mod  Chriflian 
Majefty  replied,  with  cxpreflions 
of  furprife  and  indignation,  and  by 
a  pofitive  declaration,  that  at- 
tempts, (0  contrary  to  the  faith  of 
treaties,  and  the  public  tranquilli- 
ty, fhould  never  be  fuffered.  The 
train  of  events,  of  v^hich  a  fmali 
nombcr  hath  been  fhewn,  foon  ma- 
nifeiled  the  inconilancy,  or  rather 
the  falfehood  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles;  and  the  King's  ambaiTa- 
dor  was  ordered  to  rcprcfcnt  to  the 
French  mijiifters  the  fcrious,  but 
inevitable  confcquences  of  their 
policy.  He  fulfilled  his  commiflion 
with  all  the  conlideratlon  due  to 
a  refpeftable  power,  the  prcfer- 
Viition  of  whofe  fricndlhip  was  dc- 
fired,  but  with  a  friendlhip  worthy 
of  a  Sovereign,  and  a  nation  little 
nccuflomed  to  do,  or  to  fufFer  in- 
jullice.  The  court  of  Verfailles 
was  called  upon  to  explain  its  con- 
duct, and  its  intentions,  without 
delay  or  evafion  ;  and  the  King 
propofed  to  it  the  alternative  of 
peace  or  war.— France  choie  peace, 
in  order  to  wound  her  enemy  more 
furcly  and  fecredy,  without  having 
any  tbin;^  to  dread  from  her  jui- 
tice.       She    feveiely    condemned 


thofe  fuccours  and  thofe  arxnafflenti» 
that  the  principles  of  public  equitf 
would  not  permit  her  to  juftify. 
She  declared  to  the  King's  ao- 
bafTador,  that  (he  was  refolved  to 
banilh  the  American  coriairs  im- 
mediately from  all  the  ports  of 
France,  never  to  return  again; 
and  that  (he  would  take,  in  fu- 
ture, the  mod  rigorous  precaatious 
to  prevent  the  fate  of  prizes  taken 
from  the  fubjeds  of  Great  firitaio. 
The  orders  given  to  that  e(Fed 
atloni(hed  the  partizans  of  the  re- 
bels, and  fecmed  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  the  evil ;  but  fubjedls 
of  complaint  (prtjng  up  again  dai- 
ly ;  and  the  manner  in  which  thefe 
orders  were  firii  eluded,  then  vio- 
lated, and  at  length  entirely  for- 
gotten, by  the  merchants,  priva- 
teers, nay,  even  by  ihe  royal  ofli- 
ccrs,  were  not  excufablc  by  iht 
proieftations  of  friendflhip,  with 
which  the  court  of  Verfailles  ac- 
companied thofe  infraflions  of 
peace,  until  the  very  moment  that 
the  treaty  of  alliance,  which  it 
had  figned  with  the  agents  of  the 
revolted  American  colonies,  was 
announced  by  the  French  ambaffa- 
dor  in  London. 

If  a  foreign  encrry,  acknow- 
ledged by  all  the  powcra  of  Europe, 
had  conquered  the  King's  Ameri* 
can  dominions,  and  if  France  had 
confirired  by  a  folemn  treaty,  an 
a^  of  violence,  that  had  plundered 
in  the  midfl  of  a  profound  peace, 
a  refpcdlable  neighbour,  of  whom 
(he  (\iled  herielt  the  friend  and 
ally,  all  Europe  would  Hand  up 
againd  the  injuftice  of  a  condu^ 
which  (hatnefully  violated  all  that 
is  moft  facred  among  men.  The 
firil  difcovcry,  the  uninterrupted 
po(renion  of  two  hundred  yean, 
and  the    confcnt    of  ali    nationl* 
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>vcre  fufHcicnt  to  afcertain  the 
rights  of  Great  Britain  over  the 
Jands  of  North  America,  and  its 
fovereignty.  over  the  people  that 
had  feiiled  there  with  the  permif- 
jion,  and  under  the  government  of 
the  King's  prcdeccflbrs.  If  even 
j.his  people  had  dared  to  (hake  off 
jthe  yoke  of  authority,  or  rather  of 
the  laws,  if  they  had  ufurpcd  the 
provinces  and  prerogatives  of  iheir 
Sovereign  ;  and  if  they  had  fought 
the  alliance  of  ilrangers  to  Sup- 
port their  pretended  independence; 
thofe  Grangers  could  not  accept 
their  alliance,  ratify  their  ufurpa- 
lions,  and  acknowledge  their  in- 
dependence, wiihouc  fuppoHng  that 
I'e-volt  hath  more  cxtcnlive  rights 
than  lliofe  of  <iyar  ;  and  without 
granting  10  rebellious  fuhjcds  a 
lawful  title  to  conquell,  which  they 
could  not  have  made  but  in  con- 
tempt of  biuh  law  and  juftice.  The 
fccret  enemies  of  peace,  of  Great 
Britain,  and  perhaps  of  France 
hcrfelf,  had  neverthelefs  the  cri- 
minal dexterity  to  perfuade  his 
mod  Chritlian  Majclly,  that  he 
could,  without  violating  the  faith 
of  treaties,  publicly  declare,  that 
iie  received  the  revolted  fubjefls  of 
a  King,  his  neighbour  and  ally, 
into  the  number  of  his  allies.  The 
profeilions  of  friend(hip  which  ac- 
companied that  declaration,  which 
the  Marquis  de  Noailles  was  or- 
dered to  make  to  the  court  of  Lon- 
don,  only  ferve  to  aggravate  the 
injury  by  the  infult  ;  and  it  was 
>-cferved  for  France  to  boafl  of  pa- 
cific difpofitions  in  the  very  in- 
sane that  her  ambition  in||igated 
her  to  execute  and  avow  an  at^  of 
jperfidy,  unexampled  in  the  hidory 
of  nations.  Yet,  fuch  as  the  court 
pf  Verfailles  dares  allow  itfelf  to 
ufe.    "  Vet  it  would  be  wrong  to 


believe  that  the  acknowledgmeat 
that  the  King  has  made  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Thirteen  United  , 
Slates  of  North  America,  is  whac 
has  enraged  the  King  of  England : 
that  Prince  is,  without  doubt,  not 
ignorant  of  all  the  examples  of  the 
liUe  kind  that  the  firitifh  annals. 
even  of  his  own  reign,  do  fur- 
nifti."— But  thefe  pretended  ex- 
amples do  not  exiit.  —  The  King 
never  acknowledged  the  independ- 
ence of  a  people,  who  had  fhakca 
off  the  yoke  of  their  lawful  Prince  ; 
it  is  doubtl^fs  very  afHidting  that 
the  minillers  of  his  mofl  Chriftian 
Majelly  have  cheated  the  piety  of 
their  Sovereign,  to  cover,  with  fo 
refpedable  a  name,  aflertions  with- 
out any  foundation  or  likelihood, 
which  are  contradided  by  the  me- 
mory of  all  Europe. 

At  the  commencement  of  th^ 
difputes  which  arofe  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  the  court 
of  Verfailles  declared,  that  it  did 
not  pretend  to  be  a  judge  of  the 
quarrel,  and  its  ignorance  of  the 
principles  of  the  Britiih  coniUtu- 
tion,  as  well  as  the  privileges  and 
obligations  of  the  colonies,  ought 
to  have  engaged  it  to  perfift  al- 
ways in  fuch  a  wife  and  modeft 
declaration,  that  would  have  fpar- 
ed  it  the  (hame  of  tranfcribing  the 
manifeilos  of  the  American  Con* 
grefs,  and  of  pronouncing  now, 
•'  That  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  of  London  had  compelled  its 
antient  colonies  to  have  recourfe  to 
arms  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
rights,  their  privileges,  and  their 
liberty.**  Thefe  vain  pretenfioni 
have  been  already  refuted  in  the 
moll  convincing  manner,  and  the 
rights  of  Great  Britain  over  that 
revolted  people,  her  benefadipns, ' 
and  her  long  •  patience,  have  been 

already 


4io3      ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1779, 

already  proved  by  reafon  and  by 
fafts.  It  is  fafficient  here  to  re- 
mark, that  Prance  cannot  take  any 
advantage  of  the  injullice  with 
xighr,  and  in  fa6i  is  the  objeft  of 
idifpute.  And  the  King's  dignity 
will  not  permit  him  to  accept  of 
thofc  propofals^  which,  from  the 
very  beginning  of  a  ncgociaiion, 
grants  all  that  can  fatisfy  the  am- 
bition of  the  rebellious  Americans, 
whilft  they  exadl  from  his  Ma- 
jefty,  without  any  iHpulation  in 
his  favour,  that  be  (hould  defifl, 
for  a  long  or  indefinite  term,  from 
his  mod  lawful  pretenfions.  It 
IS  true,  the  court  of  Verfailles 
vouchfafed  to  confcnt,  that  the 
court  of  London  might  treat  with 
the  Congrefs,  either  dircftly,  or 
by  the  intervention  of  the  King  of 
Spain.  His  Majelly,  ceraiiily, 
will  not  fo  much  demean  himlelf 
as  to  complain  of  that  infolcnce, 
which  feems  to  grant  him,  as  a 
favour,  the  permiffioa  of  treating 
dire£tly  with  his  rebellious  fub- 
jc6ls.  But  the  Americans  them- 
selves are  not  blinded  by  padion 
and  prejudice,  they  will  fee  clearly 
;n  the  conduft  oS  France,  that 
their  new  allies  will  fpon  become 
their  tyrants,  and  that  that  pretend- 
cd  independence,  purchafed  at  the 
price  of  fo  much  mileiy  and 
blood,  will  be  foon  fubjedled  lo 
the  dcfpotic  will  of  a  foreign 
court. 

*  If  France  could  verify  that  ea- 
gernefs  which  (he  attributes  to  the 
court  of  London,  to  feek  the  me- 
diation of  Spain,  a  like  cigzrners 
would  ferve  to  prove  the  King's 
juft  confidence  in  the  goodnefs  of 
iis  caufe,  and  his  eftecm  for  a  ge- 
nerous nation  which  hath  always 
defpifed  fraud  and  perfidy.  But 
Ihe  -court  of  London  wa»  pbiiged 


to  own,  that  the  mediation  was 
offered  to  it  by  the  mini  iters  of 
the  Catholic  King,  and  it  claims 
no  other  merit,  than  tr.at  of  hay- 
ing (liown,  on  all  occafions,  a  live* 
]y  and  finccre  inclination  to  deli- 
ver its  fohjedls,  nay  even  its  coe- 
mios,  from  the  fcourge  of  war. 
The  condudl  of  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid, during  that  negociation,  looa 
ihewed  the  King  that  a  mediator, 
who  forgets  his  own  dearcfl  in- 
tereils,  to  give  himfelf  up  to  the 
ambition  or  refeniment  of  a  fo- 
reign power,  mull  be  incapable  of 
propofing  a  fafe  or  honourable  ac- 
commodation. Experience  con- 
firmed thefe  fufpicions ;  the  anjuft 
and  inadmiiTible  I'cheme  jull  men- 
tioned, was  the  fcle  fruit  of  this 
mediation.  In  the  fame  iaftanc 
that  the  miniilers  of  the  Catholic 
King  offirrcd,  with  the  moll  difin- 
tereiled  profcITions,  his  capital,  hU 
good  pfiices,  i^is  guaranty,  to  faci- 
litate the  concluf:on  of  the  treaty , 
they  fufFcred  to  appear  from  the 
bottom  of  obfcurity  new  fubjedls 
for  difcuffing,  particularly  relative 
tp  Spain,  but  upon  which  they  al- 
ways refufed  to  explain  themfelves. 
His  Majefty's  refufal  to  recede  to 
the  uhimatum  of  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid, was  accompanied  with  all  con- 
venient precautions  and  refpe^ : 
and,  unlefs  that  court  will  arro- 
gate to  itfelf  a  right  to  diflat.p  (oa- 
ditions  of  peace  to  an  independent 
stnd  refpeflabb  neighbour,  there 
was  nothing  paiTed  in  that  conjunc- 
ture, which  ought  to  have  aherf4 
the  harmony  of  the  tfo  crowns. 
But  the  oiFenfive  meafuies  of  Spain, 
which  fhe  could  never  cloath  witK 
the  faired  appearances  of  equity, 
will  foon  fhow  th^t  (he  bad  ai* 
ready  taken  her  refolutions  ;  had 
been  inftigated  by  the  French  mi* 

niftry. 
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niftry,  who  had  only  retarded  cho 
declaration  of  the  court  of  Madrid » 
from  the  hope  of  givjng  a  mortal 
blotv  to  the  honour  and  intereil  of 
Great  Britain  under  the  maik  of 
Friend  ihip. 

Such  are  the  unjuft  and  ambi- 
tious enemies,  who  have  defpifed 
the  faith  of  treaties,  to  violate  the 
public  tranquillity,  and  againil 
whom  the  |Cing  now  defends  the 
rights  of  his  crown  and  people. 
The  event  is  yet  in  the  hands  of 
the  Almighty ;  but  his  Majcfly, 
who  relics  upon  the  divine  pro- 
$e6)ion,  with  a  firm  but  humble 
iaffurance,  is  perfuaded  that  the 
^ifhes  of  Europe  will  fqpport  the 
juftice  of  his  caufe^  and  applaud 
the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  which  have 
no  other  obje^  than  to  eilablifh  the 
repofc  of  nations  on  a  fplid  and 
anfhaken  bafis. 

But  France  herfelf  appears  to 
feel  the  weaknefs,  the  danger,  aiid 
the  indecency  of  thcfe  preteniions  ; 
when,  in  the  declaration  of  the 
Marquis  de  Noailles,  as  well  as  in 
her  Ikil  manifello,  Ihe  quits  her 
bold  on  the  right  of  independence  : 
ihe  is  content  to  maintain,  that  the 
revolted  colonies  enjoy  tnfaSl^  that 
independence  they  have  beltowed 
ion  themfelves ;  that  even  England 
herfelf,  in  fome  fort  acknowledges 
|c,  in  Altering  ads  of  (bvereignty 
to  fubifiil  ;  and  that  therefore 
France,  without  any  violence  of 
peace,  might  conclude  a  treaty  of 
friendftiip  and  commerce  with  the 
United  States  of  North  America. 
•^  Let  OS  fee  in  what  manner 
Grekt  Britain  had  acknowledged 
that  independence,  equally  imagi- 
nary in^  right,  as  in  fad.  Two 
years  '  had  not  yet  elapfed  Uom 
the  day  in  which  the  rebels  de- 
clared their  criminal  reiblutioo  of 
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(baking  oiF  the  yoke  of  their  mo- 
ther country  ;  and  that  time  had 
been  occupied  by  the  events  of  a 
bloody  and  bbiiinate  war.  Suc- 
cefs  had  hung  in  fofpence,  bot  the 
King's  army,  which  poiTefiVd  ihef 
molt  imp()rcant  maritime  towns« 
continue  always  to  menace  the  in- 
terior provinces.  The  Engliih  flag 
reigned  over  all  the  American  feas, 
and  the  re-eltablifliment  of  a  law- 
fui  dependence,  was  fixed  as  the 
indilpenfible  condition  of  the  peace, 
which  Great  Britain  offered  to  her 
revolted  fubjeds,  whofe  rights^ 
privileges,  nay  even  whofe  preju- 
dices ihe  refpeded*  The  coort  of 
Verfailles,  which  announced,  with 
fo  m^ch  opennefs  and  iimplicity, 
the  treaty  figned  with  the  pretended 
States  of  America,  which  it  found 
in  an  independent  fituation^  had 
a{one  contributed,  by  its  clandef- 
tine  fuccours,  to  foment  the  fire  of 
revolt ;  and  it  was  the  dread  of 
peace  that  engaged  France  to  em- 
ploy the  rumour  of  that  alliance^ 
as  the  mod  effedual  means  to  in- 
flame the  minds  of  the  people,  who 
began  already  to  open  thMr  ^^t,% 
upon  the  unfortunate  confequences 
of  the  revolt,  the  tyranny  of  their 
new  leaders,  and  the  paternal  difpo- 
fition  of  their  lawful  Sovereign.' 

'  Under  fuch  circumflances  it  is 
impoflJble,  without  infulting  in 
too  grofs  a  manner  both  truth  and 
reaion,  to  deny  that  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Marquis  of  Noailles,  of 
the  13th  of  March,  1778,  ought 
to  be  received  as  a  true  declaration 
of  war  on  the  part  of  the  mofl 
ChrilHan  King  ;  and  the  afTurances 
«'  that  he' had  taken  eventual  mea. 
fures,  in  concert  with  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  maintain  a 
freedom  of  commerce,"  which  had 
ib often  excited  tbejuftcompUincsof 
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Great  Britain,  authorifed  the  King, 
from  that  moment,  to  rank  France 
in  the  number  of  hi:)  enemies. 
The  court  of  Verfaillcs  could  not 
avoid  ackiTOwledging  that  the 
King  of  England,  after  having 
'•  recalled,  his'  ambafifador,  de- 
nounced to  his  parliament  the 
mcafures  taken  by  his  MajeOy,  as 
an  adl  of  hodility,  as  a  formal  and 
premeditated  aggrcflion.*'  Such 
was,  indeed,  the  declaration  which 
both  honour  and  jufiice  demanded 
from  the  King,  and  which  be 
communicated,  without  delay,  to 
the  minifters  of  the  different  courts 
of  Europe,  to  julHfy  before- hand 
the  effeds  of  a  lawful  refentmeni. 
Prom  thence  it  is  ufelels  to  feck  for 
orders,  that  were  fent  to  the  Ea(t- 
Indies,  to  remark  the  precifc  day 
iivhen  the  fleets  of  England  or 
France  quitted  their  refpedive 
ports,  or  10  fcrutinize  into  the 
circumdances  of  the  adion  with 
the  Belle  PouU,  and  the  taking  two 
ofher  frigates,  which  were  actually 
carried  off  in  fight  of  the  very 
coaft  of  France.  Hence  the  re- 
proach made  to  the  King  of  hav- 
ing fo  long  fufptnded  a  formal  de- 
claration of  war,  vanidies  oi  itfclf. 
Thefe  declarations  are  only  the 
meafures  that  nations  have  reci- 
procally agreed  ou.  to  avoid 
treachery  and  furprife  ;  but  the 
ceremonies  which  announce  the 
terrible  exchange  of  peace  for  war, 
the  heralds  dechraiions  and  mar.i- 
ieilos,  arc  not  always  mcefTiry,  are 
not  always  alike.  The  declaraiion 
of  the  Marquis  de  Noaiiles  was  a 
iignal  of  the  public  infra:non  of 
the  peace.  The  King  direi^lly  pFO- 
cjaimed  to  all  nations  that  he  ac- 
cepted the  war  which  France  of- 
fered ;  the  laft  proceedings  of  his 
Majeliy  were  rather  xhe  fpriog  of 


his  prudence,  than  his  jufticc,  and 
Europe  may  now  judge  if  the  court 
of  London  wanted  means  to  ••  juf- 
tify  a  declaration  of  war,  and  if 
fhe  did  not  dare  to  accufe  France, 
publicly,  of  being  the  aggreffor." 


fhree  Memorials  from  the  Dutch 
Merchants  to  the  Stares  General^ 
^refented  Sept.  \zth,  1778. 

To  their  High  Mighiineffes  the 
States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces. 

A      MEMORIAL, 

RefpeSfuIly  delivered  frcrn  the  Mer- 
chants ^  Ptopr:efors  of  Veffels^  and 
Exchange  Irjurers,  cf  tbe  Tcwm 
of  Amjtcrdam, 

TH  AT  it  cannot  be  unknoivn 
to  your  High  Mightinclfes 
in  what  nsanner,  for  thele  fevcral 
weeks  pad,  a  confiderable  number 
of  veffeis  belonging  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  republic,  bound  for 
the  ports  of  France,  have  been 
lb  pped  in  their  pafl'age  by  the 
fiups  of  his  Britannic  Majelly,  and 
other  commillioncd  veffels  belong- 
ing to  his  fubjei^ls  ;  and  that,  al- 
though cur  captains  haye  pro%'ed 
that  their  (hips  belonged  to  the 
fubjec^s  of  this  republic,  and  were 
not  laden  with  contraband  goods, 
they  have,  notwithllanding,  been 
feized  and  conduced  into  the  dif- 
ferent ports  of  Great  Britain, 
where  they  are  yet  detained,  with- 
out the  letters  of  rccommendatioil 
written  to  Count  Wcldcrcn,  your 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Pleni- 
potentiary at  the  court  of  Great 
Brijtain,  and  granted  by  your 
High  Mightineffes  at  thp  folicita- 
ijions  of  many  pcrfons  inierefted  in 
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t"hc  above  veflch,  in  order  to  re- 
claim and  effed  their  Tpccdy  en- 
largement, having  produced  the 
leaft  effcd,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  Englifh  continue  to  fcize  our 
veflcls  more  than  ever,  which  fecms 
to  announce  a  plan  formed  by  the 
Englilh  nation  to  totally  prevent 
the  navigation  and  commerce  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  republic 
with  the  porti  of  Prance. 

Thai,  in  confequence,  if  ihcfe 
proceedings  of  the  Britifh  nation 
continue,  they  will,  no  doubt, 
operate  to  the  total  ruin  of  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  this 
republic  in  general,  and  alfo  to 
the  ruin  of  Icvcral  private  pcr- 
fji.s  intcreilcd  therein,  cither  ns 
proprietors  of  the  veflfebjcr  of  the 
cargoes,  or  as  infurers,  and  which 
will  occafion  them  a  confidcrablc 
injury. 

From  thefc  confidcrations  your 
memorialiils  have  judged  it  nc- 
cffTary  to  lay  their  injuries,  as  Ic- 
j^al  as  well  founded,  before  your 
High  Mi^htinefl'es,  and  to  implore 
your  relief,  'lire  meirorialills  con- 
fider  it  as  fupcrfluoui  to  endeavour 
to  prove  more  amply  to  your  High 
Mightincffes  the  injutlice  of  fuch 
fcizures  and  de  ten  lions,  fmcc  it  is 
known  to  you,  that  by  the  naval 
treaty  concluded  between  the  couit 
of  Great  Biitain  and  the  republic, 
on  the  nth  of  September,  1674., 
the  following,  as  the  firil  aiticV, 
is  ftipulated  :  '*  that  it  ftiall  be 
permitted,  and  is  Ictjal,  for  the 
fubjefls  of  the  refpe^live  nations  to 
navigate  ijcit/j  Lberly  and  faftty^  to 
deal  and  negotiate  in  all  kingdcms 
and  countries,  where  the  refpcdiive 
Sovereigns  are  at  peace,  neutra- 
lity and  friendlhip,  and  in  fuch  a 
manner^  that  their  navigation  and 
commerce  may  be  neither  hinder- 


ed or  moleftcd,  neither  by  any  vio- 
lence of  people  who  carry  on  war, 
nor  by  the  ftii ps  of  war  or  ether 
vefTels  whatfocver,  under  pretence 
of  any  hollility  or  malice  which 
may  arife  between,  one  of  the  fove- 
rcign  p  >wer9  and  the  nations  with 
which  the  other  i&  in  peace  or  ncu- 
trulity.''     ^ 

And  this  liberty  of  uavigatioa 
and  commerce  is  alio  determined 
by  the  fccond  article  of  the  fame 
treaty,  by  which  it  is  agreed, 
•*  net  to  fiifFer  that  it  (hail  be 
made  the  Icall  hindrance  of  any 
brnnch  of  commerce,  on  account, 
or  by  reafon  cf  a  war  ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  to  extend  this  liberty  to 
a^ll  (orts  of  merchant: i7e,  which 
\\?.s  accullomcd  tu  be  iv)!d  in  time^ 
of  peace,  exceptrn;;  only  goods 
comprized  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  contraband,  and  which  are 
fpecihed  by  a  fubfeqjent  arti- 
tie/' 

Yo.ir  High  Miah^ncfies  are  not 
Icfs  ignorant,  thra  by  the  point  or 
artiile  fixed  on,  aud  concluded  the 
3Cth  of  Dec.  1675,  at  the  league, 
l)cr%\'f»cn  Sir  William  Tempi*,  am- 
lialltdor  extraordinary  from  the 
King  of  Great  fititain,  and  the 
deputies  of  your  High  Migbti- 
ncfT.s,  it  is  fpecially  explained, 
*'.ihat  the  true  fenfe  of  the  above 
articles  of  the  treaty  concluded  the 
nth  of  September,  1674,  is,  and 
cugh(  to  be,  that  ijnce  the  con* 
clufion  of  the  above  articles^  the 
veffels  and  (hips  belonging  to  the  • 
fubje(^s  of  the  two  contracting 
powers,  fhould  and  may  navigati, 
trade,  and  negotiate,  not  only  from 
a  neutral  place  to  a  place  at  war 
with  either  of  the  two  nations,  but 
from  a  place  at  war  to  a  neutral 
place,  whether  or  not  the  two 
places  belong  to  the  fame  Sove* 
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reign  or  State,  or  to  dliFercnt 
States  and  Sovereigns  with  which 
cither  of  the  two  contracting  pow- 
ers may  be  at  war.** 

It  will  not  be  diflicolt  for  your 
memorialifb  to  prove  in  the  moll 
convincing  manner,  as  well  by  fo- 
lid  reafons^  as  by  the  aathority  of 
the  belt  authors,  who  have  written 
on  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
judgment  of  civilized  States  in 
general,  as  alib  by  the  common 
rights  of  men,  and  without  the 
neceffity  of  any  treaty  or  alliance ; 
that  in  cafe  of  war  between  two 
powers,  the  fubjeds  of  that  State 
in  peace  or  neutrality  with  the 
belligerent  powers,  ought  to  en- 
joy the  liberty  of  an  uninterrupted 
commerce,  and  without  being  tied 
down  by  all  the  powers  who  are  at 
war,  and  without  meeting  with 
the  lead  obAacle  under  ady  pre* 
tejtt  wliatevcr  ;  'except  in  cafes 
where  neutral  nations  would  fupply 
the  belligerent  powers  wtih  war- 
like ilore«  or  other  contraband 
.goods,  or  are  endeavouring  to  nego- 
tiate with  places  befiegcd  or  block- 
ad«. 

Your  memorialids,  therefore, 
cpnfider  it  as  fuperfluons  to  call 
your  attention  to  fuch  an  obji:dt, 
feeing,  that  the  law  of  nations  hath 
obtained  the  ilriilrd  fandion  by 
the  treaty  concluded  between  this 
republic  and  England.  That  con- 
feqtiently  it  is  not  a  qiieftion  what 
ooght  to  be  the  cafe  between  two 
nations  who  have  not  any  rcci- 
pxcycal  alliaace,  but  that  it  is  only 
to  be  confidered,  What  treatfiient 
the  inhabi rants  of  this  repabiic 
liatre  a  right  to  expeft  on  the  part 
of  the  fsbjef^s  of  Great  Britain, 
iince  the  ailedged  treaty  dill  fub- 
liAs,  ftnd  was  concluded  on,  as  it 
is  w«U  knowa  to  your  High  Migh* 


tinefles,  in  a  time  when  this  dat^ 
was  at  war  with  France ;  and  that 
confequently  it  was  principally  dic- 
tated by  the  Englilh,  in  order  ta 
procure  them  a  free  rtavij^ation  to 
and  from  the  federal  ports  of  France* 
Since  then  the  Englifh  natioa 
were  the  firfl  who  reaped  the  fruits 
of  that  convention;  they  OFughc 
not  to  present  the  fobjefls  of  this 
republic  fribm  profiting  in  their 
turn  of  the  advantages  of  k  free 
navigation  and  commerce,  which 
they  fUpulated  in  them(elves,  and 
which  they  have  enjoyed  as  they 
have  found  it  convenient.  And 
this  objedion  ought  to  appear  the 
better  founded,  as  the  ilipulations 
in  the  treaty  agreeing  with  thb 
I'aw  of  nations,  ought  to  be  a  cod- 
fideration  of  the  greatetl  weight 
with  a  nation  which  would  wiih  to 
prefer  ve  any  pre  tendons  to  rieafon 
and  equity,  and  that  would  not  ' 
violate  in  any  point  the  faith  of  a 
treaty  fo  folemn  as  the  above-men- 
tioned. 

The  roemorialifts,  therefore» 
hope,  that  by  the  e^cacy  of  thefe 
reafons,  the  injulUce  will  appear 
to  your  High  Mtghtinelfej,  as 
well  of  making  thofe  prizes  as  the 
manner  of  carrying  away  the  vef- 
fcls  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  re- 
public, navigated  from  a  third 
place  to  the  ports  Of  France,  or 
fVom  one  port  of  the  fame  kingdom 
to  another,  without  confideriog 
-  what  or  who  he  is,  who  ought  to 
be  eonlidered  as  proprietor  of  the 
cargo. 

That  this  injuftice  carries  fuch 
a  demon  ft  rative  proof,  that  neither 
the  proprietors  nor  the  fharers  of 
the  vefiels  ought,  on  that  head,  to 
begin  making  by  infiituting  a  pro* 
ce(s ;  but  that  it  belongs  to  bis  Bri» 
tanmc  Mojefty  to  give  imMediati  or^ 
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^ifSt  as  well  to  the  commander i  ofjhips 
of  luar  as  to  tho/e  of  the  letters  of 
marque i  that  they  no  longer  caufe  tht 
It^ifi  injury  ^  nor  any  longer  feixe  the 
Jhips  or  'Vefflls  heUnging  to  this  State ; 
6ut^  on  the  (ontrary^  that  they  flfall 
be  bound  dlreSlly  to  repair  the  in^ 
juries  already  done,  and  make  good 
the  damages  already  fujlained^  fincc 
ihey  can  no  longer  pretend  the 
ncce/Gcy  of  a  judicial  examination, 
before  having  decided  previoufly 
on  the  validity  of  the  iaptures,  and 
that  it  is  oiherwife  evident,  or  at 
Vcaft  ought  to  be  fo,  that  the  com- 
miflion  for  feizing  the  Ihips  and 
effcdls  belonging  to  an  enemy, 
cannot  concern  the  fubje<fls  of  a 
power  with  whom  they  arc  bound 
by  treaty,  and  according  to  which 
the  navigation  and  commerce 
fiiould  be  free ;  and  that  there  i6, 
befides,  a  right  that  the  fhip 
ihould  proted  the  cargo;  nothing 
being  fo  certain,  that  in  fuch  cir« 
cumllances,  the  leafl  obllrudion 
given  to  a  (hip  is  an  ad  of  the  moll 
daring  injuitice  ;  tliat  of  coarfe, 
the  dangerous  confequcnces  brought 
on  by  fo  flagrant  a  violation  of  the 

,  law  of  nations  cannot  be  repaired, 
although  the  (hips  (hculd  be  after- 
wards releafcd,  and  damages  (hould 
be  awarded. 

Befides  the  juftice  of  thefe  aflcr- 
tions,  and  the  validity  of  thefe 
complaints,  the  taking  of  Ihips 
bound  for  the  ports  of  France, 
not  only  induces  your  memorialiUs 
to  folicit  your  High  Mightinefles 
to  interpofe,  and  even  to  infifi  on 
immediate  reparation  for  damages 
already  fuftained,  and  iecurity  for 
what  may  accrue.  Your  memo- 
riaiiftf  alfo   cannot  difpenfe   with 

.  refpedfulty  laying  open  to  your 
High  MightineiTcs  the  lamentable 
confeqoences  which  will  refult  to 
the  merchants^  and  of  coorfe  to 


the  ftate  io  general,  in  cafe  the 
vefFels  and  (hips  of  the  fubjedls  of 
this  republic  cannot  be  guarded 
againli  what  are  little  fhort  oi  aOs 
of  piracy: 

In  cfTedl,  the  feizure  of  the 
ihips  not  only  occaiions  to  the  pro- 
prietors a  prejudice  and  confider* 
abie  damage,  and.  opprefies  them 
in  many  relpedls  by  very  lasge  ex- 
pences,  but  the  flopping  even  of 
merchandize,  and  the  danger  and 
fpoil  of  goods,  to  which  they  are 
fubjedl  ;  the  poilibility  of  the  fair 
of  the  price  of  markets,  as  well  as 
other  events,  are  alfo  vtry  preju- 
dicial to  the  above  proprietors* 
and  others  intereded  therein;  and 
if  ilill  by  fuch  proceedings,  and 
againil  all  rcmonilrance,  the  Eng- 
li(h  will  pretend  that  the  goods 
embarked  are  from  that  moment 
to  be  confidercd  as  French  proper* 
ty,  and  fubjed  to  confifcation,  the 
confequences  of  fo  unjull  a  fuppo- 
fiticn  will  infallibly  caufe  the  en« 
lire  ruin  of  many  infurers  in  tbit 
country  ;  and  ic  will  be  the  more 
unjull,  as  the  vefTcls  hitherto  fciz- 
cd,  or  liable  to  be  fcized,  have 
had  alh  their  cargoes  iofured  in  a 
limp  when  there  was  not  the 
leafl  ho^lility  commenced  between 
France  and  Great  Britain,  which 
alone  gives  a  fufhcient  reafoa 
why  ihoie  Ihips  Jhculd  not  be  feized, 
much  lefs  ihould  they  be  declared 
legal  prizes. 

Further,  without  cAimat^ng  the 
damage  which  neccfTariljp  mtiit  be* 
fal  on  the  feveral  perfons  interefted 
in  fiiips  feized,  or  cxpofed  to  M- 
zure,  the  confequences  of  a  feizure 
fo  unJQll  as  that  of  Datch  fliips^ 
deftincd  for  the  ports  of  France, 
will  have  the  moft  dangeroos  in« 
flueace  on  the  commerce  and  na- 
vigation of  the  republic  in  general^ 
fince  not  only  the  ioeviuble  tStGt 
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Will  be  the  abfolute  ruin  of  ^11 
commerce  with  France,  but  the 
iBore  fo,  as  ail  the  other  nations, 
which  until  this  time  have  em- 
ployed, and  will  again  employ 
Dutch  (hips  to  tranfport  their  mer- 
chandize to  the  ports  of  France,, 
or  other  places,  will  be  deprived' 
of  employing  for  the  future,  (hips 
expofed  to  be  detained  or  made 
prizes  of. 

Thefe  prcmifcs  will  afford  a  vad 
ground  of  fpeculation,  when  it  will 
pleafe  your  High  MighiincfTes  to 
lefiedl,  that  notwithftanding  his 
Mod  Chriftian  MajeOy,  by  the  firft 
article  of  bis  regulations,  concern- 
ing  the  navigation  of  neutral  fnips 
in  times  of  war,  under  the  date 
of  July  26,  1778,  has  voluntarily 
forbidden  all  his  privateers  and 
(hips,  to  flop  or  feize  any  (hip  be- 
longing to  neutral  powers,  even 
failing  from»  or  bound  to,  the 
enemy's  ports,  excepting  only 
blockaded  places,  and  (hips  laden 
with  contraband  goods  ;  judging 
jt  proper,  neverthelcfs',  to  declare, 
that  his  Majefty  refcrvcs  the  right 
of  revoking  this  liberty,  in  cafe 
the  ^M)wer  at  war  with  him  doth 
itot  think  ic  proper  to  extend  the 
iame  favour,  before  the  expiration 
of  fix  months,  to  be  computed 
from  fhe  date  when  the  above  re- 
gulations  were  publidied.  Accord- 
ing to  this,  it  may  then  happen 
that  his  Chritlian  Majefty,  in 
snaking  reprifals,  would  alfo  limit 
the  fraDchifements  of  the  (hips  of 
this  ftate,  when  the  memorialifts, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  re- 
public,  will  fee  your  MightincfTes 
entirely  deprived  of  their  com- 
merce and  navigation  with  the 
two  kingdoms  and  their  dependen^^ 
cies,  and  in  this  manner  fupport- 
iiigi  however  unjudly,    the    vigo* 


rous  efFefts  of  war,  the  (sime  zsrif 
this  republic  was  adually  concern-' 
ed  therein. 

However  matters  may  terminate^ 
your  mcmorialifls  deem  it  needlefs 
to  (hew  to  your  High  Mightineflei 
the  horrible  refult  of  fuch  a  com- 
mercial decline,  for  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  country  in  general, 
feeing  that  by  commerce  the  re- 
public is  aggrandized  i  that  iii 
trade  (he  finds  the  mod  folid  be- 
refits,  and  that  if  her  commerce 
perilhes,  (lie  will  foon  find  herfelf 
on  the  brink  of  dcftrudion.  What 
is  flill  further  to  be  apprehended, 
when  we  have  redcded  on  the  on-i 
juft  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
Englifh,  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce between  this  country  and 
France,  and  very  likely  by  an  in- 
evitable rupture  with  England, 
both  will  be  totally  prevented,  it 
may  furnilh  occ.ifion  to  other  king- 
doms 10  carry  on  our  trade,  of 
which,  againll  all  realbn  and  juf- 
tice,  the  ufage  will  be  forbidden 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  republic, 
whillt  frequent  examples,  founded 
on  moft  wccful  experience,  will 
teach  us,  that  one  time  or  other, 
by  a  certain  concurrence  of  cir- 
cumAances,  one  branch  of  com« 
merce  taken  away,  can  never  re- 
turn into  its  ancient  courfe. 

Prompted  thus  by  every  motive 
that  can  be  alledged,  your  memo- 
rialifts  refpedlfolly  addrefs  your 
High  Mightine(re8,  that  it  may 
pleafe  them  to  prevent  and  reilore 
the  damages  done  to  the  merchants 
of  this  country,  by  the  feizure  of 
her  fiiips  bound  for  the  ports  of 
France,  by  the  Englifh  nation, 
againfi  the  faith  of  treaties  ^  in  of  em 
^violation  of  the  Ia<w  of  natiens^  in 
oppojttion  to  natural  equity.  In  (hort,* 
to  prevent  for  the  future  fuch  ex-/ 
traordioary 
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traordinary  proceedings,,  to  mam- 
tain  the  rights  and  pfivilcees  of 
the  feveral  inhabitants  of  this 
State^  which  they  hold  from  God 
and  nature,  and  on  which  the 
£n|Ufh  nation  .are  bound  by  the 
moft  folenm  treaties  to  make  no 
infraflions. 

That  it  will  pleafe  your  High 
Mightineffcs  to  provide  fpeedily 
and  efHcacioufly,  as  well  by  the 
moll  ferious  reprefentationis  to  the 
Court  of  England,  on  the  fubjeft 
of  the  diforders  committed^  and  to 
prevent  their  confequences,  by  giv- 
ing a  fufiicient  protedion,  by  the 
means  of  the  ihips  of  war,  to  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  this 
country,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  your 
High  Mighiinefles,  infpiredby  your 
acknowledged  wifdom,  and  animat-. 
«d  by  paternal  regard  and  zeal  for 
the  profperity  of  this  republic,  ihall 
judge  proper. 


To  their  High  WightincfTes  tie 
Slates  General  tf  the  United 
States. 

A    MEMORIAL, 

Re/pea/uUy  prefented  hy  the  Mer- 
chants and  O-wners  of  Ships  of  the 
Teivn  5^  Rotterdam. 

THAT  very  lately  a  confider- 
^ble  number  of  (hips  belong- 
ing to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  and  bound  for  France,  have 
been  ftopped  at  fea,  cither  by  the 
ftkips  of.  the  royal  marine  of  Eng- 
land, or  by  commiiTioncd  (hips  of 
the  iame  nation,  and  aiftenvards 
carried  into  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain,  where  they  continue  to  be 
detained,  notwithdanding  the  bare 
Vol.  XXII. 


infpedlioB  of  the  xonfignments  and 
other  papers  found  on  board  the 
above  fhips  would  fuficientl v  ihewr 
that  they  iMere  not  laden  tutth,  any 
fort  of  merchandixe  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  contraband  goods  ^  fpecified 
by  the  third  article  of  the  Marioe 
Treaty,  concluded  in  the  month 
of  December,  1674,  between  tlut 
Court  of  Great  Britain  and  this 
republic. 

That  this  conduct  of  the  Bntiiti 
nation,  the  flagrant  injufiict  if 
njohich  might  be  yery  ^eaftly  provid 
by  an  appeal  to  the  Jaw  of  nations, 
if  it  be  not  already  evidepf*  at 
well  by  the  afbrefaid  treaty,  as  fy 
the  Explanatory  Convention  of  167$^ 
will  infallil)ly  accelerate  the  entire 
ruio  of  the  commerce  and  naviga-. 
tion  of  the  United  Provipccs,  if 
not  timely  and  efHcacioufly  p^e* 
vented. 

Notwithflanding  the  niaay  ^r« 
guments  that  might  be  urged,  your 
memorialiUs  will  not  trouble  yonr 
High  MightineiTes  with  all  the 
reafbns  they  have  to  alledge  in 
proof  that  the  dedrudliofi  ot  our 
commerce  and  navigation  muft  fol- 
low, as  the  unavoidable  .  coofe- 
quence  of  the  unjuft  proceedings  of 
the  Englifti,  our  neighbour^,  of 
which  there  is  no  occafion  of  any 
further  proof,  it  having  alreadr 
been  fully  reprcfehted  Co  your  High 
MightinefTcs.  • 

Yovir  memorialiftfl  therefore  only 
afTume  the  liberty  of  obferving  an 
very  few  words,  that  by  the  feizure 
of  their  ihips,  although  they  may 
aftenVards  be  releafed  even  i^tch 
indemnity,  the  neceffary  delays  in 
fuch  ca(e9  are  yet  highly  prejudi- 
cial, and  totally  ruinous  to  tkt  mer* 
chants  of  thefe  provinces. 

That,  during  the    detention  9f 

the  merchandize,  the  commodiues 
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are  cxpoft  d  to  the  injury  of  the  fall 
of  maikets,  and  the  merchants  are, 
befidirs,  in  that  interval,  deprived 
of  the  opportunity  of  fumifhing 
themfelves    in     return    with   fuch 

foods  as  they  intended  when  the 
ril  cargoes  arrived  at  their  deftined 
ports. 

In  (hort,  the  Dutch  (hips  cm- 
ployed  for  the  tranfportation  of 
merchandize  to  France  and  elfc- 
^  wkerc,  being  detained,  will,  wiih- 
"  Ottt  doubt,  (the  refult,  of  fuch  pro- 
ceedings out  of  the  que(Hon^  occa- 
fion  fewer  numbers  to  be  hired  in 
fuch  fcrvice  for  the  future. 

That  this  feizure  and  detention 
are  not  only  in  themfelves  fufficient 
entirely  to  ruin  our  commerce  and 
navigation,  but  that  this  ruin  will 
be  more  rapidly  brought  on,  when- 
ever it  (hall  pleafe  the  Englifh  na- 
tion to  make  a  fecond  (Iride  of  in- 
juilice,  and  having  feized  the  (hips 
bound  for  our  French  merchants, 
or  from-  France  to  this  State,  they 
have  only  to  declare  them  legal 
prizes. 

That  this  profpcft  is  flill  more 
deplorable,  when  your  memorial! lis 
reflect  on  the  regulation  given  by 
his  Chriftian  Majeftt,  on  the  26th 
of  July  laft,  concerning  the  navi- 
J^ation  of  neutral  fljips\    bccaufe, 
although    that     Monarch    therein 
firhids  the  ftoppage  and  ft-izure  of 
neutral  (hips,  Dound  to  or  from  an 
enemy'?  port,  he   neverthcleft  re- 
ferves  to  nimfelf  a  right  of  revok- 
ing that  ediwl,  in  cafe  any  foreign 
power  JhouU  pot  a^ree  to  the  fame 
regmUttGn     re/pe^ing   ttsutral  Jhips, 
From  hence  it  nece(rarily  rcfuhs, 
'that,   if   the   C^i^gliih   continue  to 
'detain  and  feize^ our  (hips  coming 
'  itom-  Ftatwe,  or  going  thereto,  we 
.  inay   expeft    the  fame   trcatmcfvt 
from  the  :Fjrcnch  with  legard  10 


our  (hips  coming  from,  or  going  to 
Great  Britain,  and  by  thcfc  means, 
and  to  the  total  ruin  of  thcfe  States, 
they  will  be  deprived  of  the  beiiffics 
of  commerce  and  navigation  with 
both  countries. 

Your  memorialifts,  therefore, 
flatter  themfelves,  that  your  High 
Mightine(res  wilt  find  thele  reafons 
fufficientiy  conckiive  to  juftify  the 
prefcntation  of  this  memorial,  as 
alfo  that  your  High  Mightineffes 
will  take  fuch  meafures,  dictated 
by  your  ufual  wifdom,  and  agree- 
able to  the  protedlioif  of  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  thefe  pro- 
vinces, in  order  to  fave  them  from 
that  total  ruin  with  which  they  arc 
now  threatened. 


To  their  High  Mightine(r€S  tbi 
States  General  ^  the  United 
Provinces. 

A    MEMORIAL, 

RefpcBfully  delivered  from  the  Mir- 
chants.  Proprietors  of  Vcffels^  and 
Exchange  infurers,  of  the  Tonuns 
of  Amilerdam,  Rotterdam,  and 
Dordrecht. 

THAT  the  unjuft  procedure 
of  interrupting  the  navigation 
and  commerce  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  republic,  for  a  con(iderable 
time  pa  ft,  by  Englijh  commiffioned 
pipu  as  well  as  bv  the  (hips  and 
officers  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
has  put  many  proprietors  and 
others,  whofe  (hips  and  goods  have 
been  feized,  under  the  indifpenfible 
necellity  of  calling  upon  the  ihter- 
ceflion,  and  entreating  the  fatherly 
protedion  of  yoor  High  Migbti- 
■e(res,  ip  order  to  obtain  a  reieaft 
of  the  (hips  and  cargoes  which  have 
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been    thus    anjuftiy  captured,  and 
detained. 

Thac  befides  a  great  number  of 
merchants     clhblilhed      in     thcfe 
town::,  as  well  as  others  through- 
out  the  provinces,  having  prefent* 
ed    a    rei pedful    addrefs    to  jour 
High     Mightinefles,    to    fee    ihofe 
evils     redre/red,     of  which,    with 
great  rcafon,  they  think  they  have 
a  right  to  complain «  your  menco- 
rialills    flattened    themfclvcs,    that 
your  High   MighiinefTes  l?tters  of 
recommendation  to  Count  Wtldere^^ 
vour    Envoy     Extraordinary    and 
Plenipotentiary    at    the    Court  of 
Great  Britain,  fent  at  the  requcft 
of  the  reclaimants,  as  well  as  by  a 
general    notification    addrc/Ted  by 
your  High   Mightineifes  to  Couoc 
Welderen,    in    order    for    him    to 
prefent  without  delay  the  moft  fe- 
rio'js  rcmonftrances  in  the  name  of 
your   rtigh  Mightineflcs,  as  well  to 
his    Britannic    Majeily,    as  to  his 
Minil^ers,  (in  which  your  memoria- 
lills   acknowledged    with  gratitude 
the    paternal    care   of  your  High 
Mightineffesi    for   the   welfare  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  ftate)  that, 
we    expeded,   the   faid    letters   of 
i-ecommendation  would  have  pro- 
duced the  dcfircd  effedl;  that  is  to 
fay,  that  the  (hips  fo  ftoppcd  and 
fo  unjuiliy  feized,  with  their  car- 
goes, would  have  been  immediately 
letatHberty. 

That  the  expences,  damages^ 
and  intereds  oecaHoned  by  their 
detention,  would  have  been  de. 
frayed  to  the  fufFerers,  and  that 
the  inhabitanis  of  this  ftate  yvould 
have  received  the  neceffary  affu- 
rancesjt  that  they  could  have  con- 
tinued to  Carry  on  their  navigation 
and  commerce  with  that  freedom 
and  fafcty  which  they  have  a  right 
to  exped^j  as  well  from  the  com- 


mon  rights  of  nature,  as  by  the 
iflod  folemn  treaties  which  now 
exifl  between  Great  Britain  and 
this  Republic;  and  that  your 
memorialids  would  then  have  had 
every  reafon  to  believe,  that  the 
violence  hitherto  committed,  were 
the  ad6  of  private  perfons,  and 
comn^itted  without  the  order  or 
perimflion  of  the  King  oF  Great 
Britam,  and  that  fo  far  from 
avoiding  them»  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  according  to  his  acknow- 
ledged equity,  would  not  have 
m^de  the  lead  difficulty  of  imme- 
diately remedying  them,  efpeciall/ 
after  he  had  received  our  juft  com- 
plaints from  the  hands  of  your  High 
Mightinedes. 

That  notwithftanding  your  me* 
morialifts,  with  great  regret,  per- 
ceive that  all  the  reprefentations 
made  by,  or  on  the  part  of  your 
High  MightineiTes  on  this  fubjefl, 
have  only  produced  an  injundUan 
from  (tie  Lords  of  the  Englifh  ad* 
miralty,  to  releafe  the  (hips  which 
were  not  laden  with  timber  or  rig- 
gings but  not  that  for  the  future^ 
iuch  of  our  fiiips  as  might  be  laden 
with  the  under-mentioned  articles 
(hould  be  indemnified  from  cap- 
ture, and  fo  far  from  allowing  the 
leaft  damages  to  the  fufferers  con- 
cerned in  the  fmall  number  of 
(hips  which  have  been  releafed» 
the  Englilh  continue  daily  to  de- 
tain fuch  of  our  vefFels  as  are  laden 
with  mails,  planks,  hemp,  and 
other  articles  for  fliip  boilding, 
coming  from  the  Baltic,  and  bound 
t§  FraKct. 

Your  memorialifts  are  alfo  in- 
formed, that  tiie  intentions  of  the 
Britilh  Miniftry  are  to  order  a  con- 
fifcation  of  the  lading  of  all  (hips 
whofe  cargoes  they  (hall  deem  /• 
Selott^  U  France ;  or  rather,  in  thi# 
[Dd]  I  caff 
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cafe,  where  they  (hall  think  thft 
the  French  have  not  an  intercft  m 
the  veffels,  to  order  them  to  be 
releafed,  bot  to  retain  the  cargo, 
reimbarfing  only  the  Talae,  and 
paying  only  the  freightage  of  the 
Ihips  accordiog  to  the  fums  award- 
ed. 

Under     this    confideration,     as 
they  cannot  but  allow,  that  on  the 
one    hand    this  mode  of  arening, 
and  this  manner  of  a^ing,  by  the 
Britifh    Miniftry  are  diametrically 
oppoiite  to  the  reciprocal  obliga- 
tions which  bind  the  two  nations, 
the    rights  of  men,  as  fanf^ioned 
by  the  laws  of  r.'.ture  and  nations, 
a^  well  as  to  the  marine  treaty  of 
the   iith  of  DectDiber,   1674,  in 
particular;     on     which,     nciwith- 
flanding  this  republic  hath  not  on 
her  part  made  the  lead  infradtion, 
and    that    fuch    procedures    mad 
evidently  wound  and  e? en  dcflroy 
thofe    rules    of  equity   and  good 
fiith,  from  which  civilized^  rations 
ought  not  to  depart;   fo,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  Knglifh  Minif- 
try    fhould    obftinacfly    perfiil  in 
fuch  an  unjufl  conduct,  the  confe- 
quences  muft  neceflarily  bring  on, 
-not  only  the  total  ruin  of  a  great 
number  of  your  memorialifls,  who 
are    im mediately    intereftcd,    but 
alfo  the  intirc  decline  of  the  com- 
merce   and    navigation  of  all  the 
Inhabitants    of    this    country,    on 
which  the  welfare,  profpcriry,  and 
prefervation    of  the  ftatc  entirely 
depend. 

Thcfe  fvils  have  been  exem- 
plified in  former  times,  but  parti- 
colarly  in  the  years  1746,  1747, 
and  1748,  and  from  1756  to  175^. 
In  the  firft  period  we  may  edimate 
a  lofs  of  upwards  of  tnutnty  miU 
lions,  baufed  by  the  Englifh  on 
the    commerce  and  navigation  of 
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this  State ;  and  during  the  (econd 
perird,  near  fMsI've  mtlLoms,  which 
is  f  j£cieudy  proved  by  the  print- 
ed records  cf  thofe  times,  and 
which  are  laid  before  yoar  High 
Mightineffes. 

Befides,  the  value  of  the  cargoes 
conuined  in  the  (hips  now  ado- 
ally  detained  in  England,  amoant 
already  to  a  very  confiderable 
fum,  which  is  not  only  excluded 
from  circulation,  bot  the  total  lofs 
of  it,  or  of  great  part  of  it,  if 
fuch  proceedings  continue  under 
ibe  frivcUus  pretext  that  it  bthngs 
to  the  F finch,  and  is,  under  that 
df/cri'ticjj,  to  be  eonfifcated,  will 
fall  aimed  entirely  on  the  Dutch 
merchan;?,  aiTarers,  &c.  to  which 
we  mud  again  add,  the  prodigious 
damage  occafioned  to  the  owners 
of  diips  by  the  delay  of  fuch  vef- 
fels,  the  continuance  of  wages  and 
'provisions  during  the  detention,  as 
uell  as  the  doppage  of  the  naviga- 
tion during  the  interval. 

Further,  the  feamcn  on  board 
fuch  vedels,  and  who  are  fo  cf- 
feniial  to  this  republic,  will  either 
efcape  or  be  /educed  into  the  femfice 
of  Great  Britain,  In  (hort,  if  the 
inhabitants  of  this  republic  are 
prevented  iTrom  freely  navigating 
ma  manner  agreeable  to  the  ^ith 
of  treaties,  their  vefTels  will  be 
Icffi  employed  than  the  (hips  of  any 
other  nation,  on  whom  the  Eng- 
lidi  dare  not  impofe  the  fame  re* 
driAive  law;  confcqucntly  the 
ihip  of  the  latter  will  be  employ, 
ed  in  tranfporting  the  goods  and 
merchandize,  the  exportation  and 
vend  of  which,  intereds  as  moch 
the  inhabitants  of  the  north»  as 
their  beneficial  importation  from' 
the  fouth  of  Europe. 

The    confideration    of  all  thefe 
obje^i      colleclively      dctermin^ 
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ypur  roemorlalids  again  to  addrefs 
your  High  Mightin^flcs,  and  to 
implore  once  more  your  fovereign 
and  efficacious  protedlion.  Their 
memorials  are  founded  upon  well 
grounded  apprehenlions  oft  inevit- 
able ruin,  not  only  to  thcmielvcs, 
but  to  the  State  at  large,  if  the 
EngHlh  Miniftry  obftinately  perfift 
in  their  prefent  proceedings  towards 
our  (hips. 

Fiuuiiy,  your  memorialifts  firmly 
bt'iicve,  rhat  this  State  it  neither  dc" 
Jiaent  in  poivcr,  nor  that  her  it: habi- 
tants ijtjaut  inclination  or  courage  tq 
maitttain  the  independency  of  their 
rrpubiic  againft  idl  ufijuj}  a/iolence ; 
and  they  aljo  lo-.k  an  it  as  infufferahie, 
that  a  nation  '\xhich  o*wej  thj  fecurity 
ana  prtjC'vation  cf  her  cinjii  and  re- 
ligious  libeniei  to  the  ajjijlance  and 
CO  -  operation  of  this  rtpublic^  and 
twhich  otherujife  is  unittd  iviih  her 
by  tie t  cf  mutual  and pofitive  intereft^ 
jhould  dare 9  againjl  the  frj}  prtn^ 
ciples  of  natural  equity^  againfi  all 
rules  of  right i  adopted  by  all  cinjilized 
nations,  and  againjl  the  faith  of  all 
folcmn  treaties^  for  the  reafon  oily  of 
CONVENIENCE  ;  that  this  lery  na- 
tion, nve  Jay  9  Jhould  dare  to  caufe  fo 
much  trouble  and ,  prejudice  to  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  this  r#- 
public»  and  that  in  fo  notorious  a 
manmr,  that  the  total  rftin  ofindivi- 
dualsf  and  the  entire  decay  of  trade, 
as  nvell'as  cf  naiugation,  muji  he  the 
final  rejult  of  their  ccndud* 


A    MEMORIAL, 
J}eli^ered  by  Sir  Jcfeph  Yorke,  fo 
the  Deputies  of  the  States  Gene- 
ral, en  the   2  id  of  November, 
1778.    • 

THEIR  High  Mightincflcs  will 
have  received,  by  the  aufwer 


from  Lord  Suffolk,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jcfly's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
to  the  Count  Welderen,  dated  the 
iQih  of  O6tobcr,  the  moll  convin- 
cing proofs  of  his  Majefty's  friend- 
ihip  towards  them. 

After  an  explicit  detail  of  the 
hofHle  and  unprecedented  condudt 
of   his    moft     Chriftian    Maiefly» 
which  cooduA  occafioned  the  (eem- 
ing  irregularity    of   the   Court  of 
Great  Br,itain,  in  feiziog  the  (hips 
'appertaining    to    neutral    powers, 
bound  to  the  ports  of  France,  th^ 
roeafure  hath   been  fully  explain- 
ed   on    the    principles   of   necef- 
fity  and    felf- defence,  againft   an 
enemy   who  hath'  ever  adled   co- 
vertly and  by  furprize.— The  mo- 
deration  and  equity   of  the  King 
my  mailer,  would  not  permit  him 
to  difregard  the  complaints  of  the 
fubjeds    of   their    High,  Mighti- 
neifes,  from  the  moment  there  ap- 
peared a  poflibility  to  renew  them. 
It  is  for  this  reafon  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  has  declared  his  intention  to 
releafe  the  Dutch    veiTels,    under 
conditions  the  moft  amicable  and 
the  leaft  diudvantagcous,  as  far  as 
circum fiances    will     admit.      The 
war,  however,  dill  continues,  ard 
the  adive  endeavours  of  the  cne- 
my  to  pu(h  matters  to  extremity, 
obliges  nis  Majefty  to  guard  againft 
the  danger.      He    wiihes,   never- 
thelefs,  to  involve  his  good  neigh- 
bours and  allies  as  little  as  poffible; 
and    although     France    has  even- 
threatened  to  invade  his  Majcfty's 
dominions  and  territories,  having, 
for  that  purpofe,  aflcmbkJ  nume- 
rous  aimies    on    their  coalt,   the 
King,  my  mafter,  ftill  forbears  to^ 
claim    fuch    fuccour     from     their 
High    MightineiTes     as    they    are 
bound  to  grant,  by  the  moft  ex** 
plicit  and  iolcmn  treaties,  whenever 
[Dd]  i  fuck 
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fuch  faccours  may  be  on  his  part 
required 9  namely,  the  treaty  of 
1678,  and  the  feparate  article  of 
1716;  his  Mdjefty  confines  himfelf 
for  the  prefent  folcly  to  lay  before 
iheir  High  MighVmefles  the  ibte  of 
affairs,  the  motive  of  his  condu6>, 
and  the  neceflity  he  6nds  himfelf 
under  to  take  meafures  for  his  own 
defence,  and  the  prefervation  of  his 
dominions. 

It  is  only  with  this  view  that  I 
am  ordered  by  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jcfty,  to  propofe^to  their  High 
MightinefTes  a  conference,  to  con- 
fidcr  of  the  moft  proper  means  to- 
wards an  amicable  regulation  of 
fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding  in  fu  • 
ture,  refpedling  fuch  articles  as  his 
Majefty,  without  yielding  to  his 
•nemies,  cannot  pofiibly  futfcr 
them  to  be  fupplied  with.  It  can- 
not have  efcaped  the  attention  of 
their  High  Mightjnefres,  that  Lord 
Suffolk  m  explaining  his  Majefly's 
fentiments  to  Count  Welderen, 
fully  demonftrated  the  King's  fin- 
cerc  defire  to  pay  the  ftrideft  re- 
gard to  the  faith  of  treaties,  as  far 
as  they  do  not  djred^ly  tend  to  ex- 
pofe  him  to  imminent  danger.  It 
IS  by  no  means  his  intention,  nor  is 
it  his  wi(h,  to  cauf^  the  lead  inter- 
ruption to  the  commerce  of  Hol- 
land, ufually  carried  on  with  France, 
excepting  warlike  and  naval  (lores, 
and  even  this  reftrldion  (hall  be  en- 
joyed with  equity,  and,  I  am  con- 
fident, with  every  poffible  degree 
of  gencrofiiy. 

I  therefore,  in  obedience  to  my 
inftradtiorts,  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  reque(l  an  audience,  to  know 
whether,  in  ""confequence  of  the 
anfwer  ^delivered  *to  Count  WeF- 
deren,  their  High  MightinefTes  arc 
refolved  to  open  a  conference  with 
me?  On  my  part/1  intreat  you  to 


afTure  their  High  Mightinedts,  thaf 
as  well  from  my  being  authorifed 
by  his  Majelly,  as  from  my  being 
perfonally  difpofed,  after  a  refidencc 
in  this  country  of  27  years,  their 
High  Mightine(rcs  will  find  in  me 
every  readincfs  to  attend  to  their 
complaints,  and  regard  for  their 
welfare  ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf  that 
in  the  courfe  of  the  conference  I 
(hall  convince  them,  that  whateveir 
forced  and  aifeded  tarn  may  have 
been  given  to  the  condud  of  my 
Court,  it  has  been  founded  on  the 
juRice,  moderation,  and  neceflity  of 
our  fituation.  In  expedlaiion  of  the 
decifion  of  iheir  High  Mightineffes 
on  what  I  have  laid  before  them,  t 
trud  that  their  known  equity  and 
fiiendlhip  towards  his  Majelly, 
agreeable  to  their  recent  affurances 
by  their  Envoy,  will  prove  fudicient 
net  to  authorize  their  fubje^s  to 
carry  naval  (lores,  under  convoy, 
to  France,  as  being  the  mod  dan- 
gerous objedt  to  the  fecurity  of 
Great  Briuin. 


A    MEMORIAL, 

Preftnted  hy  his  Exaliency  the  Duke 
de  Vauguyon,  A^nbaffador  of 
France  to  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Proviiices  of  the  Low 
Countries. 

TH£  opinion  which  the  King 
my  mailer  hath  entertained, 
that  your  High  Mightincfles,  ani- 
mated with  the  dcfirc  of  perpetu- 
ating the  perfedl  harmony  which 
(ubiills  b-tween  France  and  the 
States  General,  will,  in  the  prefent 
circumflances,  fcrupuloUlly  adhere 
tp  the  principles  of  abfolute  neu^ 
trality,  has  induced  his  Majedy  to 
comprehend  the  United  Provinces 
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la  the  regulation  which  was  made 
ill  the  month  of  July  laft,  concern- 
ing the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  neutral  powers. 

His  Majefly  has  ftill  lefs  reafon 
to  doubt  the  perfeverance  of  your 
Hig;h  Mightineflcs  in  thefe  princi- 
ples, after  fo  many  affurances 
given  in  claiming  their  captures, 
which  are  the  foundation  and  gua- 
rantee of  the  fulid  repofe  and  pro- 
f[ "jrlty  of  the  Republic.  But  his 
M-x'yidy,  notwithftandiqg,  wilhes 
to  procure  on  this  head  a  more  cer- 
tain alTuraice,  and  it  is  with  this 
view  that  his  Majefty  has  ordered 
mc  to  demand  of  your  High  Mighr 
tin»'ffc'b  -t  clear  and  fpecific  expla- 
nation of  your  ulterior  detcrmma- 
tioi's,  and  iu  to  (late  them,  iha^ 
his  Majcily  may  be  enabled  to 
judge  wiiether  they  tend  to  main- 
tain or  anr.ul  the  reciprocal  regu- 
lations which  his  Majcfty  would 
wifh  to  confolidate. 

The  better  to  explain  his  Ma- 
jefty's  views  and  intentions  to  your 
High  Mightineffes,  I  have  the  ho- 
nour of  notifying  to  you,  that  the 
King  my  mailer  flatters  himfelf, 
that  your  anfwer  to  this  Men)orial 
will  preferve/to  the  flag  of  th^ 
United  Provmccs,  all  the  liberty 
which  of  right  belongs  to  them,  as 
an  independent  State,  and  to  their 
commerce  all  the  refpeft  which  is 
due  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
faith  of  treaties. 

The  lead  derogation  from  thofe 
principles  of  neutrality  you  haye 
profeffed,  will  betray  a  partiality, 
the  confequences  of  which  will  in- 
cur the  neceflity  of  putting  an  end 
to  not  only  the  advantages  which 
his  Majcfty.  promifes  to  your  flag 
in  cafe  of  a  ftriit  obfervance  of 
neutrality,  but  alfo  the  eflTeptial 
favofirs    anA    benefits    which  the 


commerce  of  the  United  Provinces 
enjoy  in  all  the  ports  of  his  king- 
dom. 

This  Memorial  is  prefentcd 
without  any  other  motive,  than  to 
fhew  the  good  will  and  aflFedipn  of 
his  Majefly  for  your  High  Mighr 
tinefl"es.  ' 

Hagui,  Dec.  8, 1778. 


Or  B  E  R  of  the  French  King's  Coon» 
cil  of  State,  which  is  to  taka 
place  on  the  |6th  of  January* 
1779,  and  rc^^es,  with  refpcft 
to  the  fubjefts  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries* 
(the  City  of  Amfterdam  except- 
ed) all  the  advantages  given, 
by  the  firft  article  of  the  regula- 
tion of  the*  26th  of  July,  1778, 
to  the  navigation  of  neutral  ve(- 
fels:  diredls  alfo,  that  all  HoU 
land  veflels  (hall  provifionally 
execute  the  firft,  fecond,  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth  articles  of  the 
regulation  of  the  aift  of  Odo« 
ber,  1744;  fubjefting  the  faid 
veflels  to  the  payment  of  duties 
on  freightage,  and  to  tl^e  making 
a  new  entry. 

7rf««tfryi4,i779. 

ExtraB    from    the  Regifiers,  of  the 
Council  of  State. 

THE  King  having  declared* 
hy  his  regulation  of  the  i6tl| 
of  Jul)  la  ft,  concerning  the  navi- 
gation of  peutral  veflels,  that  he 
referved  to  hinifelf  the  power  of 
revoking  tl^e  liberty  granted  by  tlie 
firft  article,  in  case  the  belKgerenc 
powers  (bould  not  grant  the  like 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  months; 
and  his  Majefty,  jud^g  it  pro- 
per to  make  known  his  intentioDs« 
relative  to  the  vefl*els  btlOBging  to 
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the    fabicds    of   the   Republic  of  flag,  in  confcqacflcc  of  her  inde^ 

the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  pcndence   and  inlcpity   of  oM*' 

Coontrie>,  hat  in  coandl  ordered  mercc,  whkh  the  nghts  of  natioos 

and  declared  as  follows : .  and    treaties    fecurc  to  her;    and 

A-*:  I   .L      A  his  M^Klly,  dcCroos  of  girine  the 

Article  the  i(L  ^^.^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^^p,^  *P  ,^ 

The    Republic    of   the    United  benevolence,    has   referved  to  the 

Provinces  not  having  obuined  of  {hips  freighted  by  the  inhabitaats 

the    Court  of  London  the  liberty  ©f    Amfltcrdam,    the   liberty    pro- 

iof  navigation,  equal  to  that  which  mifed    by    tiic  firil  artkic  of  the 

the    King    had  conditionally  pro-  regulation  of  the  26th  of  July  lail, 

mifed    to    ihtir    flag,    and   which  concerning  the  navigatioq  of  neo- 

their  treaties  with  England  fliould  tral  veflcls,  as  well  as  the  exempt 

•  fecare    to    them,    his  Majcfty  re-  tion  of  the  duties  of  freightage ; 

'*  vokest  with  rcfpcA  to  the  fubjeds  except  fuch  vcflcli  as  are  employed 

of  the  faid  Republic,  the  adyan-  in  the  French  coafting  trade,  which 

tagei  granted  by  the  firft  article,  fhall  continue  to  be  fubje^  \o  the 

concerning  the  commerce  and  na-  order   of  Council  of  the   i6th  of 

vigation  of  neutral  ftiips;  and  in  July,   1757.     His   Majefty  further 

confcquence    declares   it  his  plea-  refer ves   to  the  inhabitants  of  the 

furc,    that    the    veflels  of  the  faid  faid    city,  the  advantages  granted 

Republic  fliall  provifionally  execute  to  their  own  commodities,  and  the 

the    firft,    fecond,    third,    fourth,  produAions  of  their  manufactures, 

and  fifth  articles  of  the  regulation  conformably  to  what  is  at  prefent 

of  the  2 1  ft  of  October,  1 744.  pradUfed. 

2.  His  Majefty  further  declares,  4.  To  fecure  to  the  veflels  of 
that  from  the  date  of  the  26th  of  Amfterdam,  exclufively,  the  en- 
lanuary,  1779,  the  veflels  belong-  joyroent  of  the  advantages  granted 
mg  to  the  fubjedls  of  the  faid  in  the  preceding  article,  his  Ma- 
Rcpublic  fliall  pay  the  duty  on  jcfty  declares,  that  the  captains  of 
freightage,  as  is  eftabliflied  by  the  the  faid  veflels  fliall  be  fupplied 
ordinances  and  regulati(As,  and  with  a  certificate  from  the  Com* 
particularly  by  the  declaration  of  miflfary  of  the  Marine  eftabliflied 
the  24th  of  November,  1750,  and  at  Amfterdam,  and  an  atteftation 
the  order  of  Council  of  the  16th  of  the  magi ftratcs  of  the  faid  city, 
of  July,  1757  5  his  Majeily  referv-  aflerting  that  the  veflels  were  adu« 

\  ing  to  himfelf  the  power  of  lay-  ally    freighted   by  the  inhabitants 

ing,  when   he  plcairf,  :*ew  duties  of  that  city,  and   that  they  went 

oh  the  commodities  of  the  United  dircdtly    from   their  port   for  the 

Provii.cc..,  and  the  prcdudtions  of  place  they  were  bound  to* 

their  manufactures.  5.  The    laid  Captains   fliall   be 

3.  h'i.i  Majclty,  iiowever,  confi-  bound,  on  iheir  return,  to  appear 
dciing  that  the  city  of  Amfterdam  before  the  faid  Commiflary  of  th« 
has  made  tiie  moil  patriotic  exer-  Marine,  and  to  give  fuflicient 
tions,  to  pc:iuade  the  Republic  to  j}roof,  that  he  landed  hi|  cargo  in 
pt^pcurc,  from  ti.e  Court  ofLon-  no  other  port  or  harbonr  of  the 
dun,  tijc  fccurity  of  that  anlimit-  Republic  than  that  of  Amfterdam. 
cd  liberty^  which  belongs  to  their  Hi»  Majefty  alfo  enjoins  the  fud 
t,  ,                                          ...  CommiflStfyi 
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CommilTary,  to  refule  in  futare  any 
new  certificate  to'  thofe,  who  fliall 
not  be  provided  with^ood  proof  of 
their  integrity,  or  who  (hall  be  con- 
vidled  of  having  landed  tlieir  cargo 
in  any  other  port  or  harbour  of  the. 
republic. 

6.  His  Majclly  efpccially  com- 
mands his  ambaffador  to  the  re- 
public  of  the  United  Provinces  of 
the  Low  Countries,  flridUy  to  at- 
tend CO  the  due  obfervance  of  this 
order. 

His  Majefty  orders  and  com- 
mands the  Duke  dc  Pcnthievre, 
Admiral  of  France,  to  fien  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  prefent  order,  which 
ihall  be  entered  on  the  regiilers  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  from  whence  all 
the  necefTary  letters  ihall  6e  dif- 
patched. 

'    Given  in  the  King's  Council  of 
State,  his   Majefty  being  prefent^ 
held  at  Verfailles,  Jan.  14,  1779. 
(Signed) 

De  Sartine* 


Memcn'ai  prefsntcd  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Vorke,  to  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces, 

**  High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
'♦  T^HE  King  of  Great  Bri- 
A  tain,  from  the  friendfliip 
he  has  for  your  High  Mightinefles, 
and  taking  into  confideration  the 
regard  reciprocally  between  Sove- 
reigns, has  hitherto  forcbore  in- 
terfering in  the  negociation  which 
has  been  carrying  on  relative  to 
the  proteflion  to  be  given  to  the 
traniportation  of  all  forts  of  naval 
ilores  during  the  war,  which  is 
a^ually  carrying  on  between  your 
.  High  Mightineifes  and  France ;  but 
the  laft  proceedings  of  the  French 
aunbailador  forbid  his  keeping  &r 


lence  any  longer,  and  his  MajeHjr 
would  think  he  wronged  the  an. 
cient  leagues  between  his  crown 
and  your  High  Mightinefres*  if  he 
did  not  inform  them  to  what 
danger  thty  will  expofe  them- 
felves,  by  liitcning  to  propofaU 
which  will  oblige  them  to  in- 
fringe a  neutrality  which  ihejr 
have  fo  often  declared  they  wi(hed 
to  fupport,  and  which  at  once  at« 
tack  their  independence,  fap  the 
bails  of  their  government,  and 
threaten  nothing  lefs  than  their 
difunion. 

"  Your  High  Mightineiles  are 
too  well  inftruAed  not  to  feel  that 
a  foreign  pow.r,  who  takes  upoa 
itfelf  the  right  of  granting  parti- 
cular favours  to  part  of  your  ^o« 
vemment  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
reft,  can  have  no  other  view  than  to 
fow  difcord,  atul  to  break  the  ties 
which  unite  you  ;  and  that  if  other 
powers  were  to  follow  the  fame  ex- 
ample, the  republic  Would  be  torn 
to  pieces  by  an  internal  combuftion^ 
and  an  univerfal  anarchy  would 
fucceed, 

"  Thus  far  the  intcreft  only  of 
your  High  Mightineifes  feems  con- 
cerned ;  but  when  we  perceive  that 
the  end  of  all  theie  intrigues  is  ma- 
nifeiUy  defigned  to  caufe  the  re- 
public to  quarrel  with  the  King,  and 
to  bring  on  a  war  between  your 
High  Mightineifes  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, under  the  feducing  pretence 
of  a  perfeft  neutrality  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  trade,  the  King  can  ne 
longer  remain  an  indifferent  fpec- 
tator,  but  finds  himfelf  obliged  to 
lay  before  your  High  Mighiineifei 
the  danger  into  which  France  wilhet 
to  plunge  you. 

**  What  right  has  France  to 
dictate  to  your  High  Mightineifes 
the  arrangements    you    ought    to 

make 
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mike  mith  Englacd  ?  Wbea  and 
fcrgy  b;ks  that  cocn  cbtaicfd  any 
focb  right  r  The  tjcziy  vkhicb  }Ocr 
High  Might] cciTes  do,  acd  whlck 
the  Kicg  might  reclaim,  coDtaios 
nothing  of  that  kind;  it  ma& 
therefore  be  focght  for  in  the  am- 
Intioof  views  of  that  power,  which 
has  made  a  league  with  the  rebeb 
of  America,  and  now  endeavonrs 
to  bring  other  fiates  into  ic  with 
them. 

**  In  Odober  la:l,  the  King,  in 
an  amicable  manner,  ccmmcni- 
cated  his  fitnation  and  fentiments 
to  ycor  High  MightineiTes,  hj  a 
memorial  cciivercd  lo  yocr  Envoy, 
Ccar.t  Weldercn,  by  the  late  Lf  rd 
Sufibik,  in  v^hich  he  explained  his 
views,  ar.d  the  ncceflity  he  was 
onder  to  defend  himfelf  again/l  an 
er-emy,  who  had  sitatkcd  him  by 
iorprize  in  an  unjufl  manner ;  and 
a^.ooagh  that  enemy  has  gone  (o 
fsiT  as  te  didate  to  your  I^Iigh 
Might'.neffcs,  njiat  they  were  to 
db  during  the  prcfent  troubles ; 
his  M:*;c*'y,  far  from  iinitaiirg 
any  fuch  arLuary  conduct,  only 
propofed  to  your  K'gh  Mighli- 
ncil'cs  to  crnfcr  uith  his  ambailador 
upon  what  was  mofl  proper  to  be 
done  for  the  ftcuriiy,  &c.  of  the 
two  countrici.  Your  H»gh  Migh- 
tincflts  it  is  true,  to  my  great  re- 
gret, lf:i,ught  proper  to  cecline  this 
ofrer,  ar.d  to  infill  upon  the  Ilte- 
xal  and  Arid  obfcrvancc  of  a 
treaty  which  you  yiurArivrs  niLll 
ice  i;  ircompaiible  with  the  iccu- 
ri;y  of  Great  Britain,  and  contrary 
to  th«;  fpirit  and  HipufarioiiS  of  ail 
the  future  treaties  btt\\cen  the  two 
nations, 

•'  What  objtft  can  be  more  i  n- 
pon^pt,  mere  indifpcnfibie,  than 
that  of  depriving  the  eiiemy  of  any 
materials  which  may  er.able  them 


tt>  redosb!e  their  cForts  daricg  th^ 
war  i  2nd  how  can  a  proteAioii  of 
thcfe  materials  be  recocdled  to  the 
alliances  ib  often  renewed  betwces 
the  two  jwdoTLSf  or  widi  the  af- 
forances  of  friendihip,  which  joor 
High  MightineiTes  are  coatiBuaDy 
profeiling  to  the  King  ?  To  pre- 
vent fa  tore  bad  con(eqaences,  and 
to  aflbre  the  republic  of  the  one- 
qoi vocal  friend(hip  his  Majefty  en- 
tertairs  for  thii  republic,  the 
King  his  ordered  me  to  a^ore 
yoor  High  MighrineiTes  of  the  ar- 
dent d:iire  he  has  to  coluvate  good 
harmony  between  the  two  niuons, 
to  renew  the  promifes  he  made  to 
them  to  maintain  the  liberties  of 
legal  trade  to  :*i-:r  fubjcdls,  agree- 
able to  the  orders  given  to  the 
King's  fiiips  and  privateers,  not- 
uithftanding  the  advantage  that 
may  rcfult  from  it  to  the  enemy ; 
but  his  Majeity  orders  riiC  to  add, 
that  he  cannot  depart  from  the 
ntfcclTiiy  he  is  under  of  excluding 
the  tranfpcrtaiioD  of  naval  Hores 
to  the  perls  cf  France,  and  parti- 
cularly limber,  even  if  they  arr 
efcorted  by  men  of  war. 

•*  'I  he  example  which  France 
]:zb  fet  cf  favouring  fome  members 
cf  the  republic  to  the  detriment 
cf  others,  fo  direftly  contrary  to 
the  union  and  independence  of 
ycur  High  Mightineffes,  the  King 
hopes  never  to  be  obliged  to  follow, 
ur  Icf^  a  condefcenfion  to  the  views 
of  France  obliges  him  to  take  that 
m'jth(.d  of  making  amends  to  thofe 
members  of  the  republic  who  are 
hurt  by  the  partiality  of  his  enemies. 
His  Majelly  always  thought  it  de- 
rogatory from  the  dignity  of  fove- 
rtignty  to  fow  difcord  in  any  neigb? 
bouring  dates. 

"  The  laft  edift  publilbcd  by 
the  conrt  of  France,    which  ex- 

ce^s 
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cepts  the  cities  of  Amfterdain  and 
Hacrlem  from  certain  duties  im- 
pofed  on  the  other  meoibers  of  the 
republic,  to  puniflj  them  for  haring 
made  ufe  of  that  fovereign  right 
which  belongs  to  them,  cannot  but 
fhew  all  Europe  the  motives  which 
have  engaged  France  to  league  with 
America. 

•'  The  King  \$  always  ready  to 
do  all  in  his  po^er  for  the  advantage 
and  trar.qiijlity  of  the  fubjedsof  the 
republic,  provided  it  is  not  incom- 
patible with  the  interefts  of  hb  king- 
doms. 

'  *•  He  flatters  himrrlf,  that  your 
High  Mightincfl*es  will,  on  this  oc 
c'alion,  confult  your  tryc  interefts, 
without  fuiFering  yourfelves  to  be 
inti^jnidated  by  7orcign  views,  and 
chat  you  i^'ill  c(?-operaie  •by  that 
means  to  keep  up  the  good  intelli- 
gence bctwee.i  the  two  nations,  and 
that  his  JJajelly  may  jiever  be 
obliged  to  take  otriCr  meafures  to- 
wards iiie  republic,  than  thofe  w4iich 
fVien  iihip  and  good  harmony  may 
dldutc. 

(Signed) 

Joseph  YoRit^." 
Ha^ret  4j>ril  ^,  1 779. 


Qriiinanci  of  the  French  Kiag^s  Conn- 
cil  of  Sfa/e,  ref^tiilng  the  Su/fen^ 
JtoH  oftbi  Order  to  colUSl  the  Du- 
ties of  Freightage i  and  fifteen  per 
^  Cent,  upon  the  Ships  of  the  frQ" 
'VdnceofHollsindexcIuJ^ve/y. 

Jui/i,  1779. 

Extras  f.'om   the   Regiflirs   of  the 
Council  of  State, 

TH  E  King,  by  the  orders  of 
his  council  of  the  ij.th  of 
fanuary,  the  27th  of  April,  and 
tnc  5th  of  June  laft,  having  ox* 


dercd    to    be  collefted,  in  all  the* 
ports  of  his    kingdom,   not    only 
the  right   of  freightage,    but  alio 
that  of  fifteen  per  cent,  as  well  upon 
the   (hips  of  HoUand  as  thofe  of 
the  other  Provinces,  and  upon  the 
merchandize  with  which  they  (hall 
be    laden,    excepting    from    thofe 
difpofuions,  the  cities   of  Amdjcr- 
dara   and  Haerlem ;  and  his  Ma-, 
jefty   being   willing  to  grant    the* 
fame  exception  to  the  whole  Pro- 
vince of  Holland,  the   Sieur   Mo- 
reau  de   Beaumont,  Counfellor  of 
State    in    Ordinary,   and    of    the 
Council   of  the   Royal    Finances,, 
has    made   the    following  report: 
The  King,    being   prefcnt    in   hii 
council,  has  ordered,  and  does  or* 
dcr,  that  the  execution  of  the  or- 
dinances of  the  14th  of  January, 
the  ^7th  of  April,  and  the  5th  of 
June,  (hall  be    fufpended,   until  a 
new  order  to  the  contrary,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  faid  Province  of  Hol- 
land  exdufively;  provided  never- 
thelefs,   the  captains  of  (hips  be* 
longing    to  the   faid   Province   be 
furnifhed  with  a  certificate,  cither 
.  from  the  pommiiTary  of  Marine  at 
Amfterdam,   or   from   the  Marine 
Agent  at  Rotterdam,  to  prove  that 
the  faid  (hips  really  belonged  to  a 
citizen  of  the   faid    Provmce,  and 
that  their  ladings  confided  of  arti- 
cles of  their  own  growth,  fi(hery> 
manufadlures,  and  commerce.     His 
Majefty  commands  and  enjoins  his 
Intendants  and  Commiffaries  in  his 
Provinces,  to  attend  to  the  exepu- 
tion  of  this  prefent  ordinance.  Given 
in   the   King?s  Council   of  State, 
held  at  Verfailles,  his  Maje(iy  be. 
ing  prefent,  the  jd  day  oJF  July,  one 
thoafand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 

(Signed) 

Db  SaaTiiri. 
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^fffftcr:r.l  pnfented  by  Sir  Jofeph 
York,  j'lmbaffudor  Extraordinary 
and  Vlpnipotentiary  (f  the  Kinj^  of 
Great  Britain,  to  their  High 
MlghiintrfTes  the  States  General 
r''  ./A  United  Provinces  of  the 
LiAv  Countries,  an  thj  zzd  of 
>b^  «779' 

"  High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
**  QINCE    France,    by  the  de- 

1J5  claration  made  at  LonJon 
on  the  13th  of  March  laft  year, 
tul!y  difcovered  the  vail  and  dan- 
gerous dcfigns  which  ihe  Family 
Compadt  had  before  announced 
^o  Europe,  this  part  of  the  woild 
null  bear  witnels  to  the  wifdom 
and  moderation  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  who  en. favoured 
to  ward  off  the  calamities  of  war, 
avoiding,  as  much  ^s  poiTible,  en- 
gaging his  neighbours  and  allies. 

«*  A  conduft  like  this,  founded 
in  the  mofl  pointed  moderation, 
feemed  fo  much  to  embolden  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  that  afrer  per- 
fidioufly  encouraging  of  rebel  fub- 
je^s,  under  the  mafk  of  liberty, 
commerce,  and  independence,  to 
plunge  a  poignard  into  the  heart 
of  their  motuer  country;  France, 
not  contented  with  fo  hoilile  a  pro- 
ceeding, has,  without  any  na- 
tional quarrel,  drawn  Spain  into 
its  \ievvs,  and,  without  any  plau- 
fible  reafons  to  colour  the  dtfign, 
is  making  every  preparation  that 
an  inipenous  difpounon  can  dic- 
tate to  invade  the  Britifh  iflands. 

"  On  the  news  of  thefe  extraor- 
dinary and  great  preparaiions, 
your  High  Mightincflcs  cannot  but 
juftify  the  preifing  and  reiicrated 
iiiftances  which  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  could  hot  but  make  to 
relative  to  the  naval  arma- 


you, 

T 


ana  tfte   notorious   oan^^er 


of  England  will  no  doubt  con- 
vince all  the  fubjefti  of  ihefc  Pro- 
vinccs,  who  have  hitherto  fpokc 
againil  it,  of  the  necefiity  of  this 
requefl  of  hiy  court. 

'•  liut  thofe  motivesj  which 
were  only  palliatives  to  prevent  an 
evil,  arc  now  out  of  feafor^;  the 
dinger  is  become  imminent,  and 
the  remedy  mull  be  fpetdy.  The 
llipulations  of  a  treaty,  founded 
on  the  interells  of  trad »:  only,  muft 
give  way  to  thofe  founded' on  the 
deareft  intcrcfts  of  the  two  nations. 
The  moment  is  come  to  decide 
whether  Great  Britain,  who  hss 
fpiit  fo  much  blood,  and  expended 
fo  much  ireafure  to  faccour'oth»iis» 
and  to  maintain  liberty  a:id  reli- 
gion, is  to  have  no  other  rrfaurces 
againft  tj^e  malice  and  envy  of  her 
enemies,  than  her  own  courage, 
and  her  own  internal  (Ircngxh  i 
whether  ftic  is  to  be  abandoned  by 
her  mod  antient  friends  r.nd  allies, 
to  the  mofl  ambitious  views  of  the 
Houie  of  Bourbon,  which  would 
crufh  all,  to  reign  over  all;  and 
whether  Europe  in  general,  and 
your  High  Mightineffcs  in  parti- 
cular, will  with  indifference  fee  a 
fyllem  eflabiifhed,  which  will  evi- 
dently deftroy  that  equilibrium 
which  is  the  only  cjuarantee  of 
your  commerce,  liberty,  and  even 
cxiftcnce  iiTelf. 

«*  The  King,  High  and  Mighty 
Lords,  has  too  hign  an  opinion  of 
the  underflanding,  the  P^cw-d  faith, 
and  the  wifdom  of  the  republic,  \6 
doubt  a  moment  of  the  fcutiments 
of  your  High  MightineiTes  on  liiis' 
occafion.  A  nation  whofe  hidory 
contains  fcarce  any  thing  but  the 
detail  of  the  dangers  which  the 
ambition  of  France  fucceffivery 
created,  whofe  bed  days  begaa 
with  their    union    with    England: 
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in  fhort  a  nation  accudomed  to 
exaft  the  literal  execution  of  a  hard 
treaty,  has  too  much  generofity 
not  to  fulnl  thofe  which  have  unit- 
ed the  intercds  of  the  two  nations 
upwards  of  a  century. 

**  }t  is  in  this  perfuaiion,  joined 
CO  all  that  is  held  moll  lacred 
among  men,  that  the  under- writ- 
ten Ambaflador  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  has,  by  exprcfi  or- 
der, the  honour  to  notify  to  your 
High  MightineflTes,  that  the  dan- 
ger which  threatens  his  kingdoms* 
nccefTitates  his  Majelly  to  reclaim, 
without  lofs  of  time,  the  fuccouM 
ftipulatcd  in  the  treaties  of  1678, 
and  others,  and  of  which  the  Ca/us 
Fcederis  is  fo  flilly  explained  in  the 
feparate  article  of  iyi6»  His  Ma- 
jefty  experts  the  fame  with  confi- 
dence from  a  neighbour  who  has 
never  failed  in  his  engagements, 
and  for  the  reft  confides  in  the  di- 
vine benedidlion  on  the  jaftnefs  of 
his  caufe,  and  on  the  fidelity  and 
valour  of  his  fubjefts. 

"  The  underwritten  waits  with 
tlie  greateft  impatience  forajuft, 
fpcedy,  and  favourable  anfwer, 
and  is  ready  to  confer  with  the  de- 
puties of  your  High  MightineHes 
on  what  fteps  are  further  ueceifary 
to  be  taken. 

(Signed) 

JOSKPH  YORKE,*' 

^a^ff  J^b  22,  1779. 


Re/olutions  of  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes,  relati've  to  Paufjones'/^^Ma- 
Jrom  and  Frizis,  deii'vered  to  tht 
Engliih  Ambaffador  at  the  Hague, 
em  the  z^th  of  Offober  1779, 

^HAT  their  High  Mighti- 
nefiei   being  informed  that 


three  frigates  had  lately  arrived  at 
the  Texel,  namely,  two  French 
and  one  called  an  American,  com- 
manded by  Paul  Jones,  bringing 
with  them  two  prizes  taken  by 
them  in  the  open  fea,  and  called 
the  Scrapis  and  the  Countefs  of 
Scarborough,  defcribed  in  the  am- 
baffador's  memorial.  Thai  their 
High  Mightinefles  having  for  ^ 
century  palk  ftrid^ly  obferved  the 
following  maxim,  and  ^orificd  the 
fame  by  placard?,  viz.  that  they 
will  in  no  T^i^\:c}i  whatever  pretend 
to  judge  of  ihr  legality  or  iilcga- 
Hty  of  the  actions  of  thofj  wh*> 
have  On  the  open  fca  taken  any 
vefFcli  which  do  not  belong  to  rliis 
country,  and  bring  them  mto  *ny 
of  the  ports  of  this  republic  i  that 
they  oniy  open  their  ports  to  them 
to  give  them  (belter  from  Horix^ 
or  other  difatters;  and  that  they 
oblige  them  to  put  to  fea  agaia 
with  their  prizes  without  unload* 
ing  or  difpofing  of  their  cargoes, 
but  letting  them  remain  exadly  as. 
when  they  arrived^  That  their 
High  Miijhtineir»:s  will  not  exa- 
mine whether  the  prizes  taken  by 
the  three  frigates  in  qaelHon  belong 
to  the  French  or  the  Americans^ 
or  whether  they  are  legal  or  illegal 
prizes,  but  leave  all  that  to  be  de- 
termined by  the  proper  judges, 
and  will  ol)iigc  them  to  put  to  Tea, 
that  they  may  be  liable  to  be  re- 
taken, and  by  that  means  brought 
before  the  pfoper  judge,  particu- 
larly as  his  Excellency  the  Ambaf* 
fador  mud  own  he  would  have  no 
Icfs  a  right  to  re-claim  the  above-* 
mentioned  (hips,  if  they  had  bceji 
private  property,  than  as  they  have 
been  King's  (hipsi  thewfore  their 
High  MightincHes  are  not  autho- 
rifed  to  paf*  judgment  either  upoa 
thefc  prizes,  or  the  pcrfbn  of  Paul 

jone*; 
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Jones;  that  as  to  what  regards  afts 
m  humanity,  iheir  High  Mlghti- 
neiTes  have  already  made  appear 
how  ready  they  arc  to  fliew  ihem 
towards  the  wounded  oti  board  of 
the  vdt:\s,  and  that  ihey  have 
given  orders^  accordingly.  That 
an  cxtraft  of  the  prefent  refolj- 
tion  (hall  be  given  to  Sir  Jofcph 
Yorke  by  the  Agent  Vander  Burch 
de  Spierinxhock. 

At  the  fame  time  it  was  refolv- 
ed,  that  word  fhould  be  fent  to 
the  Admiralty  of  Amfterdagi  that 
their  High  Mightinefles  approve 
their  proceedings,  and  adnere  to 
their  placard  of  the  jd  of  Novem- 
ber, I7c6,  by  which  it  is  forbid 
to  meddle  with  any  prizes,  or  to 
open  their  cargoes,  fo  as  by  that 
means  to  free  them  from  being  re- 
taken. Sec.  That  this  is  ftridUy  to 
be  obferved  with  regard  •  to  the 
Serapis  and  Counicfi  of  Scarbo- 
rough, Their  High  Mightincfles 
authorife  the  faid  Admiralty  to  or- 
der matters  fo  that  thcfe  five  fhios 
do  put  to  fea  as  foon  as  poflibfe, 
and  that  they  take  care  they  are 
t»ot  furnilhcd  with  any  v/arlikc  or 
naval  (lores  but  what  arc  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  carry  ihcm  fafe  to  the 
iirft  foreign  po/t  they  can  come  at, 
in  order  chat  all  fufpicion  of  their 
being  fitted  out  here  may  drop. 

Mf mortal  frefinted  hy  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke,  l^is  Majify*j  AmUjudor 
at  the  Hague,  to  tbtir  Hgh 
MightinefFes,  requefiing  the  deli- 
njvifig  up  tk€  i^trapis  and  Coun- 
ufi  rf  Scarbsreugb,  taken  fy  Paul 
Jones^ 

High  and  Mighty  Lord^, 
N  thanking  your  High  I^ghti* 
itStt  for  the  orders  which  yoor 


I 


^ 


humanity  difiatcd  relative  to  the 
wounded  men  en  boaM  the  two 
King'^s  di'i^s  the  Serapis  and  Coan« 
lefs  of  Scarborough,  I  cannot  but 
comply  with  the  ttr'iQ  ofdcn  of  Uf 
Majelly/  by  renewing  in  the  ftrong-' 
ell  and  moil  prcffin^  manner  ml 
requefl  that  theie  fiiips  and  their 
crt  ws  may  be  ftopped,  and  deli- 
vered up,  wh?ch  the  pirate  Fauf 
Jones  of  Scotland,  who  is  a  rebel 
i  jbje6l,  and  a  criminal  of  the 
State,  has  taken. 

The  fentiraents  of  equity  an^ 
juftice  which  yoor  High  Mighti^ 
nefies  pcflefs,  leave  me  no  room  w 
doubt  but  that,  upon  macore  deli- 
beration upon  all  the  circumftancel 
of  this  affair,  ycu  will  acknow^ 
ledge  the  reafonableneft  of  this  re-' 
quefl,  founded  both  on  the  mod 
iolcmn  treaties  now  fubfiding  be-' 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  Unit- 
ed Provinces,  and  the  right  and 
cudoms  of  nations  in  friendSiip  and 
alliance. 

The  ftipulation  of  the  treaty  of 
Breda  of  the  loth  of  July  ib6j» 
(Old  Stile)  confirmed  particularly 
in  that  of  1716,  and  all  the  later 
ones,  are  too  clear  and  rnconteftibl^. 
in  that  refpeft  lor  the  full  force  of 
them  not  to  be  felt. 

The  king  would  think  he  dero^ 
gated  fron»  his  own  dignity,  as 
well  as  that  of  your  High  Migh*. 
linefles,  was  he  to  enter  into  the 
particulars  of  a  cafe  fo  notorious' 
as  that  in  quelUon,  or  to  fer  befbre 
the  eyes  of  the  ancient  friends 
and  allies  of  his  crown  analogous 
examples  of  Othef  Princes  and 
Stales ;  but  will  only  remark,  that 
all  the  placards  even  of  your  High 
Mightineifes  require  that  all  ttie 
captains-  of  foreign  ainded  veffels 
fiiall,  upon  their  arrival,  prefent 
their  letters  of  marque  or  cemmii^ 
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fion,  and  authorifes,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  Admiralties,  to  treat 
all  thofe  as  pirates  vvhofc  Iett,ers 
are  found  to  be  illegal  for  want 
of  being  granted  by  a  fovercign 
power. 

The  quality  of  Paul  Jones,  and 
all  the  circumftances  of  the  affair, 
are  too  notoriouf  for  your  High 
Mightincffes  to  be  ignorant  of  them. 
The  eyes  of  all  Eurcpc  are  fixed 
upon  your  refolution ;  your  High 
Mightineffes  know  too  well  the  va- 
lue of  good  faith  not  to  ^ive  an 
example  of  it  in  this  eiTenual  ren- 
contre. The  fmallefl  deviation  from 
fo  facred  a  rule,  by  weakening  the 
friendlhip  of  neighbours,  may  pro- 
<luce  ferious  confequences. 

The  King  has  always  gloried  in 
cultivating  the  friendfhip  of  your 
High  Mightineffes;  his  Majcfly 
conllantly  perfifts  in  the  fame  fen- 
timems ;  but  the  Englifh  nation  does 
not  think  that  it  any  ways  has  de- 
ferved  its  fellow- citizens  to  be  im- 
prifoned  in  the  ports  of  the  republic 
by  a  man  of  no  character,  a  fubjefi 
•of  the  fame  country,  and  who  en- 
joys that  liberty  -which  they  are  de- 
prived of. 

It  is  for  thcfe  and  many  other 
ftrong  reafons,  which  cannot  efcape 
the  wifdom  and  penetration  of  your 
High  Mightineffes,  that  the  under- 
wruicn  hopes  to  receive  a  fpeedy 
and  fiivourable  anfwer,  conform- 
able to  the  juii  expedations  of  the 
Xing  Wis  mailer  and  the  Briiith 
nation. 

(Signed) 

Joseph  Vorice. 
Dofii  M  tbi  Hague,  Oil.  29, 1779. 

The  anfwer  which  their  High 
MigfitmefTes  caufed  to  be  gitcn  to 
the  above  memorial  was  in  brief; 
*»  TJwt   they  will   in   no  rcfpcd 


take  upon  them  to  judge  of  tlie 
legality  or  illegality  of  thofe  w4io 
have  on  the  open  lea  taken  any 
veiTels  which  do  not  belong  to 
tlieir  country ;  that  they  only 
open  their  ports  to  give  them  (bel- 
ter from  florms  or  other  difaders  ; 
and  that  they  oblige  them  to  go  to 
fea  again  vvith  their  prizes,  wti^ouC 
fu^ering  them  to  unload  or  difpofe 
of  any  part  of  their  cargoes, .  chat 
they  may  be  liable  to  b,e  re-taken 
in  the  fame  fbte  they  were  taken; 
bat  do  not  chink  themfclves  an- 
thorized  to  pafs  judgment  upon 
thofe  prizes,  oc  the  perfon  o(  Paul 
Jones,  &c.**. 


Memorial  prejtnttd  hy  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke,  io  thetr  filigh  Mighti- 
neffes, Nov.  z6tb^  1779. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

TH  £  King  cannot  without 
furprizc  fee  the  filence  (hat 
has  bee  a  obferved,  with  regard  ^ 
Che  memorial  which  the  nndeK 
written  had  the  honour  to  preiint 
upwards  of  four  months  ago  to  yoyr 
High  Mightineffes,  requiring  Uie 
fuCcours  Ihputated  by  treaty. 

His  Majef!y  would  n^c  have 
claimed  the  afiiflance  of  his  allte«» 
if  he  had  not  been  iully  authorized 
to  it  by  the  menaces,  the  prepara- 
tions,  and  even  the  attacks  of  his 
enemies ;  and  if  he  had  not  thoupbc 
your  High  MightinelTes  as  much  m- 
terefted  in  the  prefervation  of  Great 
£ritain  as  in  their  own. 

The  fpiric  and  the  letter  of  the 
treaties  confirm  this  truth.  Your 
High  Mightineffes  are  too  wife 
and  COO  JAili  to  difpenfe  with  the 
obfervance  of  them^  having  par* 
ticutarly  yourselves  folictted  the 
addition 
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addition  of  the  feparate  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1716,  in  which  the  • 
Cafus  Faderis  is  /lipulated  in  a  dear 
and  inconreftihle  manner. 

The  hoilile  declaration  made  at 
London  by  the  Marquis  de  Noailles, 
the  atuck  of  Jerfey,  the  iicge  of 
Gibraltar^  and  all  the  other  noto- 
rious enterprizes,  are  fo  many 
clear  proofs  of  a  manifeit  aggref- 
fion.  fiefides  which,  your  High 
MightinefTes  have  feen,  durine  ttie 
pail  fummer,  that  the  combined 
forces  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon 
were  evidently  dircded  again  ft  his 
iMajefly's  kingdoms;  and  although 
the  vigorous  meafures  of  the  King, 
the  zealous  and  patriotic  eiForts  of 
the  nation,  crowned  with  the  blef- 
fings  of  Providence,  have  happily 
liitherto  fruftrated  their  ambitious 
defigns,  yet  the  danger  exilis  llill, 
and  the  enemy  continues  flill  to  an- 
nounce their  intended  attacks  and 
snvafions,  under  the  protcAion  of 
their  naval  forces. 

The  King  can  neve r^  i  ma  cine 
that  the  wifdom  of  your  High 
MightineiTes  can  permit  them  to 
remain  indifferent  in  interclh  fo 
folid  and  fo  common  to  both  coun- 
tries, and  ftill  lefs  that  ihey  ihould 
not  be  convinced  of  the  juftice  of 
the  motives  which  have  determinidd 
his  MajeOy  to  clahn  that  fuccour 
which  is  his  doe  on  fo  many  ac- 
tounts.  His  Majedy  would  rather 
perfuade  himfelf  that  your  High 
MightineiTcs,  having  refolved  to 
augment  their  navy,  had  through 
prudence  kept  back  their  anfwer 
till  they  were  better  able  to  furnifh 
the  fuccour  required. 

It  is  for  this  reafon,  that,  in 
renewing  this  fubje£l  in  the  moil 
preffing  manner,  I  have  orders  to 
requeft  of  your  High  MightinelTef 
asoft   amicably    not  to  defer  the 


concerting  of  meafures,  in  ordsr 
to  fuIEl  their  engagements  on  this 
head.  The  dediion  of  your  High 
MightinefTes  is  ib  neceflTary,  and 
fo  important  in  its  consequences, 
that  the  King  would  think  him- 
felf wanting  to  himfelf,  hia  fub- 
jeds,  and  the  republic,  if  his  Ma- 
jedy  did  not  recommend  this  af- 
fair immediately  to  the  moft  fe- 
rious  deliberation  of  your  High 
Mightineil'es.  It  is  of  infinite  im- 
port to  the  King  to  have  matters 
made  clear,  by  a  fpeedy  and  im- 
mediate anfwer  to  fo  efi&ntial  an 
objedk. 

His  Majedy  hopes,  from  the 
equity  of  your  High  MightinefTes/ 
that  their  anfwer  will  be  conform- 
able to  the  treaties  and  .the  fend- 
ments  of  friendOiip  he  has  alwa^ 
had  for  the  republic;  and  it  will 
be  according  to  the  refolutioas  of 
your  High  Mightinefles  that  hif 
Majefty  propofes  to  take  fuch  fu- 
ture meafures  as  may  be  mofr 
adapted  to  circumAances  and  moft 
proper  for  the  fccurity  of  his  ellates, 
the  welfare  of  his  people,  aad  the 
dignity  of  his  crown. 
Dom  at  the  Hague,  Nov^  26,  1779^ 
(Signed) 

Joseph  Yorke; 


Treaty  of  Fr'tendjhlp  anJ  Comm^ee 
hetmieen  the  French  King  ami 
the  United  States  of  North  Ame- 
rica.  . 

THE  MoH  Chriftian  King, 
and  the  Thirteen  United 
States  of  North  America,  viz. 
New  -  Hamp(hire,  Maflachufets- 
Bay,  Rhode  •  Idand,  Conoe^kicii^ 
New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfyl- 
vania,  the  Counties  of  Newcaftk*' 
Kent,  and  Sufliex  on  the  Dela- 
ware*' 
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ware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North    cd  their  credentials,  and  opon  ma- 
and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,    tare  deliberation,  have  coocliKkd 


defiroas  of  e({abli(hing,  in  an  eqai 
table  and  permanent  manner,  the 
rules  which  ought  to  be  obrerved« 
relative  to  the  correfpondence  and 
commerce,  which  the   two  parties 
wifh  to  eftabliih  between  their  re- 
fpedive  dates,  dominions,  and  fab- 
jei^s;    his    moft  Chriftian  Majefly 
and    the  faid   United   States   have 
thought  proper,  and  as  mfe»ft  cofi- 
ducive  to  this  end,  to  foond  their 
arrangements   on  the  bafis  of  the 
mod  perfeft  equality  and  recipro- 
cal    advantage,     taking    care     to 
avoid  disagreeable  preferences,  the 
fources  of   altercation,  embarralf- 
mcnt,  and   difcontent ;  to  leave  to 
each   party  the  liberty,  refpcding 
commerce  and  navigation,  of  mak- 
ing   fuch    interior    regulations    as 
fhall    fuit    themfelvcs;    to     found 
their    commercial    advantages    as 
well  on    reciprocal  intereft,   as   on 
the    Jaws    of   mutual    agreement  ; 
nnd  thus  to  prcferve  to   both  par- 
lies the   liberty  of  dividing,  each 
according  to  his  will,  the  fame  ad* 
v.<ntagc*s   with   other   nations.     In 
this  idea,  and  to  accomplifh  thefe 
vicus,  his  faid  Majcfty,  having  no- 
minated and  appointed,  as  his  plc- 
ripotenirary,  M.  Conrad  Alexander 
iJcrard,  royal  Syndic  of  the   city 
of  Strafbor^h,     Secretary    of    his 
Majclly's    Council   of  Sute;    and 
the  United  Siatos  having,  ou  their 
pun,    inverted    with     full     powers 
Meft'.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Deputy 
of  the    General    Congrcfs  of   the 
State   of  Peonfylvania,   and  prefi- 
dent   of  the   affrmbly  of  the  faid 
ftate;  Silas  Deane,   formerly  De- 
puty of  the  State  of  Connedicot; 
and   Arthur    F^ee,    Counfdior    at 
Law  :    the    faid     plenipotentiaries 
refped^ively,  after  having  e^'chang- 
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and  agreed  to  the  following  ar- 
ticles : 

Art.  I.  A  firm,  inTiolable,  and 
univerfal  peace,  and  a  true  and 
fincere  friendfhip,  iliall  fubfift  be- 
tween the  moff  Chriftian  King, 
his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs^  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  as  well 
as  between  his  moO  Chriftian  Ma- 
]c{\y's  fubje<5^s,  and  thofe  of  the 
faid  dates;  as  alfo  between  the 
people,  iflands,  cities,  and  place;* 
under  the  government  of  his  Chrif- 
tian Majeily,  and  the  faid  United 
States ;  and  between  the  people 
and  inhabitants  of  all  claflles,  with- 
out any  exception  to  perfons  or 
pljices.  The  contditions  mentioned 
m  the  prefent  treaty,  fliaW  be  per- 
petual and  permanent  between  the 
mod  Chriilian  King,  his  heirs  and 
fucceffors,  and  the  faid  United 
States. 

Art.  II.  The  moft  Chriftian  King 
and  the  United  States  mutually  en- 
gage, not  to  grant  any  particular 
favour  to  other  nations,  refpeding 
commerce  and  navigation^  whicti 
fhall  not  be  immediately  made 
known  to  the  other  party ;  and  fuch 
nation  (hall  enjoy  that  favour  ^ra- 
tuitouily,  if  the  conceflion  is  fuch, 
or  in  granting  the  fame  compen- 
fation,  if  the  conceffion  is  condi- 
tional. 

Art.  III.  The  fubjeas  of  the 
moft  Chriftian  King  fhall  not  pay, 
in  the  ports,  harbours,  roads, 
countries,  iftands,  cities,  and  places 
of  the  United  States,  any  greater 
duties  or  impofts,  of  what  nature 
foever  they  may  be,  or  by  whatever 
name  they  may  be  called,  tham 
fuch  as  the  moft  favoured  nation 
ihall  pay ;  and  they  ftiall  enjoy  all 
the  right?,  liberties,  p(ivilfges,tm« 
[£e]  munities^ 
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munities,  and  excroptioDSy  in  point 
of  trade,  navigation,  and  com- 
mcrce,  whether  in  pafling  from 
One  port  of  the  faid  States  to  an- 
other, or  in  going  thither,  or  in 
returning  from  or  going  to  any 
part  of  the  world  whatever,  as 
the  faid  nations  may  or  (hall  en- 
joy. 

Art.  IV.  The  fubje^s,  people, 
and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  United 
States,  or  each  of  them,  fiiall  not 
pay,  in  the  ports,  harbours,  roads, 
iHands,  cities,  and  places,  within 
the  dominions  of  his  moil  ChrilHan 
Majefty  in  Europe,  any  greater 
duties  or  impolls,  of  what  nature 
i'oevcr  they  may  be,  or  by  whatever 
name  they  may  be  called,  than  the 
moil  favourite  nation  are  or  (hall 
be  bound  to  pay ;  and  they  (hall 
enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  pii- 
vilcgcs,  immunities,  and  exemp- 
tidis,  in  point  of  trade,  naviga- 
tion, and  commerce,  whether  in 
pafTing  from  one  port  to  another  of 
the  faid  dominions  of  the  moil 
Chriflian  King  in  Europe,  or  in 
going  thither,  or  in  returning  from 
or  going  to  any  part  of  the  world 
whatever,  as  the  faid  nations  may  or 
ihall  enjoy. 

Art.  V.  In  the  above  exemption 
is  particularly  compriftd  the  im- 
pofuion  of  one  hundred  pence  per 
ton,  cilabliihed  in  France  upon  fo- 
reign (hips  ;  excepting  when  the 
(hips  of  the  United  States  (hall 
load  with  French  merchandizes  in 
€3ne  port  of  France  for  another  in 
.  the  fame  kingdom  ;  in  which  cafe 
the  faid  (hips  of  the  faid  United 
States  (hall  difcharge  the  ufual 
rights,  fo  long  as  the  moft  faroar- 
ite  nations  (hall  be  obliged  to  do 
the  fame;  neverthelefs,  the  faid 
United  Sute«,  or  any  of  them,  (hall 
bi  at  liberty  to    e^lUh^  when- 


ever they  (hall  think  proper,  I 
right  equivalent  to  that  in  queftion, 
in  the  fame  cafe  as  it  is  edabliihed 
in  the  ports  of  his  moft  Chriftiao 
Majefty. 

Art.'  VI.  The  moll  Chriftian 
King  (hall  ufe  all  the  means  in  his 
power  to  protedl  and  defend  all  the 
(hips  and  eifedls  belon^ing^o  the 
fubjeds,  people,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  United  States,  and  of 
each  of  them,  which  (hall  be  in 
his  ports,  harbours,  or  roads,  or 
in  the  feas  near  his  territories, 
countries,  ifles,  cities,  and  places; 
and  (hall  ufe  every  effort  to  reco- 
ver and  reftore  to  the  lawful  pro- 
prietors, their  agents  or  order,  all 
the  (hips  and  eifeds  which  (hall  be 
taken  within  his  jurifdid^ion ;  and 
his  moft  Chriftian  Maje((y*s  (hipi 
of  war,  or  other  convoys,  (ailing 
under  his  apthority,  (hall  take,  on 
every  occalion,  under  their  pro- 
tedlion  the  (hips  belonging  to  the 
fubjedls,  people,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  United  States,  or  any 
of  them,  which  (hall  keep  the  fame 
courfe  and  make  the  fame  rout,  and 
defend  the  faid  (hips,  fo  long  as 
thev  (hall  keep  the  (ame  courfe  and 
make  the  fame  rout,  againft  every 
attack,  force,  or  violence*  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  are  bound  to 
defend  and  protedl  the  (hips  be- 
longing to  the  fubjedls  of  his  moft 
Chriftian  Majefty. 

Art.  VII.  In  like  manner  the 
faid  United  States,  and  their  (hips 
of  war  failing  under  their  antho- 
rity,  (hall  protedt  and  defend, 
agreeable  to  the  contents  of  the 
preceding  article,  all  the  (hips  and 
effeda  belonging  to  the  moft  Chitf* 
tian  King,  and  (hall  ufe  all  thdr 
efforts  to  recover  and  rcftofc  4^ 
faid  (hips  and  effedks,  which  fliaB 
be  taken  within  the  extent  of  tiit 
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jurifdiflion     of    the    fald    United 
States,  or  either  of  them. 

Art.  VIII.  The  mod  Chrillian 
King  will  employ  his  endeavours 
and  mediation  with  the  King  or 
Emperor  of  Morocco  or  Fez,  with 
the  Regencies  of  Algicr,  Tunis> 
and  Tripoli,  or  any  of  them,  as 
well  as  with  every  other  Prince, 
Stare,  or  Powers,  of  the  Barbary 
coaft  in  Africa,  and  with  the  fub-  * 
jeds  of  the  faid  King,  Empcror> 
States  and  Powers,  and  each  of 
them,  to  fccure,  as  fully  and  cf- 
feQually  as  poflTible,  to  the  advan- 
tage, convenience,  and  fccurity,  of 
the  faid  United  States,  and  each 
of  them,  as  alfo  their  fubjedls, 
people^  and  inhabitants,  their  (hips 
and  efFedls,  againft  violence,  ih- 
fult,  attack,  or  depredation,  on 
ihe  part  of  the  faid  Barbary 
Princes  and  States,  or  their  fub- 
jefts. 

Art.  IX.  The  fubjeds,  inhabi- 
tants, merchants,  commanders  of 
fhips,  mafters,  and  feamen,  ofthe 
ftates,  provinces,  and  dominions  of 
the  two  parties,  fliall  reciprocally 
refrain  from  and  avoid  filhing  in 
any  of  the  places  poflelTid,  or 
which  (hall  be  poflefled,  by  the 
other  party.  The  fubjeds  of  his 
mod  Chrillian  Majefty  (hall  not 
£(h  in  the  harbours,  bays,  creeks^ 
roads,  and  places,  which  the  faid 
United  States  poflefs,  or  (hall  here- 
after polFcfs ;  and  in  the  f  ^me  man- 
tier  the  fubjeds,  people,  and  in- 
habitants, ofthe  faid  United  States, 
ihall  not  B(h  in  the  harbours,  bays, 
creeks,  roads,  coads,  and  places, 
which  his  mod  Chrillian  Majelly 
adually  poflfcflTes,  or  (hall  hereafter 
po(refs;  and  if  any  (hip  or  ve(rel 
ihall  be  furprifed  fiihing,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  prefcnt  treaty,  the  fame 
Ikip  or  tcffch  and  its  cargo,  (hall. 
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upon  clear  proof,  be  confifcated. 
Provided,  the  exc]u(ion  (lipulated 
in  the  prefent  article  (hall  iUnd 
good  only  fo  long  as  the  King  and 
die  United  States  (hall  not  fuffer  ic 
to  be  enjoyed  by  any  other  nation 
whatever. 

Art.  X.  The  United  States,  their 
citizens  and  inhabitants,  (hall  never 
didurb  the  fubjeds  of  the  moft 
Chrillian  King  in  the  enjoyment 
and  exercife  of  the  right  of  fi(hing 
on  the  banks  of  Newfois«ldland» 
any  more  than  in  the  unlimited 
and  exclu(ive  enjoyment  they  pof- 
fefs  on  that  part  of  the  coads  of 
that  idand,  as  fpecified  in  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  nor  in  the  rights  rela- 
tive to  all  and  each  of  the  ides 
which  belong  to  his  mod  Chridiaa 
Majedy ;  the  whole  conformable  to 
the  true  fenfe  of  the  treaties  of 
Utrecht  and  Paris. 

Art.  Xr.  The  fubjeds  and  in- 
habitants of  the  faid  United  States* 
or  any  of  them,  ihall  not  be  con(i- 
dered  as  foreigners  in  France,  and 
confequently  (hall  be  exempt  from 
the  right  of  efcheatage,  or  any 
other  fuch  like  right,  under  any 
name  whatever ;  they  may,  by  will, 
donation,  or  otherwife,  difpofe  of 
their  goods,  moveables,  and  ^x-*- 
tures,  ii\  favour  of  whom  they  (haU 
pleafe;  and  their  heir),  fubjeds 
of  the  faid  United  States^  reddent 
in  France  or  elfewhere,  (hall  fuc- 
cccd  to  them,  a6  intefiat,  without 
being  obliged  to  obtain  letters  of 
naturalization,  and. without  being 
expofed  to  any  moledation  or  hin« 
drance»  under  pretence  of  any  rightf 
or  prerogatives  of  provinces,  ci- 
ties, or  private  perfons;  and  the 
faid  heirs,  either  by  particular  ude» 
or  at  iftiefiaf,  ihall  be  exempt  from 
all  right  of  detradion,  or  other 
right  of  that  kind»  provided  that 

[£/]  2  fuch 


436]     ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1779. 


fuch  CT  the  like  local  rights  arc 
rot  rftabiilhed  by  the  faid  Uniied 
S:ates,  or  any  of  ihcm.  The  fub- 
jcfts  of  the  moft  Chnftian  King 
ihall  enjoy,  on  their  Cde»  in  all 
the  dominioas  of  the  faid  States,  an 
entire  and  ptrfed  rec.j^roca  ion, 
with  refped  to  the  ilipulations  in- 
doded  in  the  prefent  article. 

But  it  h  at  the  fame  time  agreed, 
that  the  contents  of  this  ar  licit  (hall 
not  affed  the  laws  made  in  France 
againft  emigrations,  or  fuch  as  may 
be  iDsMe  hereafter,  fuch  being  It  ft 
in  their  full  force  and  \igour;  the 
United  S  arcs,  on  their  fiJe,  or 
any  of  t.xm,  (haii  be  rite  to  make 
fuch  laws,  refpe6ling  that  mattjr, 
as  they  (hall  judge  proper. 

Art.  Xll.  The  merchant  fh^ps of 
both  parties,  which  (ha!!  be  brund 
to  any  port,  belonging  to  a  power 
then  an  tncmy  of  tne  cti.cr  ally, 
and  of  ivhich  thtr  voyage,  or  nature 
of  its  cargo,  (hall  give  juft  fufpi- 
cions,  ftiall  be  boui.d  to  produce, 
cither  on  the  high  fea«,  or  in  ports 
and  harbours,  net  only  their  paT- 
pcrts,  but  alfo  certihcate:,  which 
ihall  exprefsly  ftat-,  that  their  car- 
goes are  rot  of  prohibiicd  and  con- 
traband wares. 

Art.  XIII. ^  If  the  contents  of  the 
faid  ceiti(icates  leads  to  a  dil'co- 
vcry,  that  the  (hip  carries  prohi- 
bited and  contraband  merchan- 
dizes, configncd  to  an  enemy's 
port,  it  (hall  rot  be  permitted  to 
open  the  hatches  of  the  faid  (hip, 
nor  any  cafe,  cheil,  trunk,  bale, 
caflc,  or  other  cafes,  ccniair.ed 
therein,  or  to  difplace  cr  rem.cve 
the  leaft  part  of  the  mercnai.di/e, 
whether  the  (liip  belongs  to  the 
mod  Chriflian  King,  or  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  United  States,  until 
the  cargo  has  been  landed  in  ihe 
f  refcnce  of  the  ciiiccrs  of  ihf  Ad- 


miralty, and  an  inventory  taken  of 
them  ;  but  they  ihall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  fell,  exchange,  or  difpofe 
of  the  (hips  or  cargoes,  in  any  man- 
ner v^hatever,  until  a  fair  and  legal 
erquiry  has  been  made,  the  con- 
traband   declared,   and   the  Court 
CI  Admiralty  ihali  have  pronouooed 
the  confifcacion  by  judgment,  ne- 
verthelefs     wirhout     prejudice    of 
(hips  or  cargoes,  which,  by  virtue 
of  t.iis  treaty,  (hould  be  coniidcred 
as  free.     It  (hall  not  be  pertnitted 
to  retain  merchandizes,  under  pre- 
tence th^t  they  were  found  among 
contnh:;.nd   goods,  and   Rill  lefs  to 
ccftlwaie  tiiem  as  legal  prizes.     In 
caie  ^where  a  part  only,  and  not 
the  whole  of  the  cargo,  con  fills  of 
contraband    aitcles,    and   that  the 
commander  of  the  (hip  confents  to 
deliver  up  to  the  captcr  wnat  f:  all 
be    difcovcred,   then    the   caprain, 
who    (hall    have    made   the   prize, 
after  having  received  ihofe  articles, 
(hall   immediately  rcleafc  the  (hip. 
and   in  no   manner  prevent  it  f.cm 
purfuiiig   its  \cyage;    but   in   cale 
tliat   the   whoic   or   the  contraband 
articles    cannot    be  all  taken  irio 
the  ve(rel  of  the  captor,   then  the 
captain   of  f.jch  vefle!  ihall  remain 
mailer  of  his  prize,  notwlihiianJ- 
ing  the  offer  to  give  up  the  centra- 
band  goods,  and  conduA  the  (hip 
into  the  nearelt  port,  ccriformably 
to  what  ib  above  fpecified. 

Art.  XIV.  It  is  agr:.ed,  on  the 
contrary,  that  every  thing  that 
(hall  be  found  embarked  by  ii\e  re- 
fpedive  {ubje£>«,  in  ibips  belong- 
ing to  the  enemies  of  the  other 
party,  or  their  fubj^fcls,  (hall  be 
confifcated,  without  regard  to  ihcir 
being  prohibited  or  not,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  they  belonged 
to  the  enemy ;  excepting,  howevec» 
fuch   t^^'e^ts  and  nicrchandizes  M 
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had  been  put  on  board  the  faid 
Ibips  before  the  declaration  of  war, 
Cr  even  after  the  faid  declaration, 
if  they  were  ignorant  of  it  at  the 
time  of  loading;  fo  that  the  mer- 
chandizes of  the  fubjedls  of  both 
parties,  whether  they  be  found 
among  contraband  goods  or  other- 
wife,  which,  as  hath  been  juit 
mentioned,  (hall  have  been  put  on 
board  a  ihi-^,  belonging  to  the 
enemy,  before  the  war,  or  even 
after  the  faid  declaration,  when 
Unknown  to  them,  Ihall  not  be> 
in  any  manner,  fubjeft  to  copfifca- 
tion,  but  (hall  be  faithfully  and 
thuly  reftored,  without  delay,  to 
the  owners  who  (hall  claim  them  ; 
it  mu.1,  however,  be  underftood, 
that  it  will  not  be  permitted  to 
carry  contraband  goods  into  an 
enemy's  port.?.  The  two  cont raft- 
ing parties  agree,  that  after  the 
expiration  of  two  months  from  the 
declaration  of  war,  their  refpe6>ive 
fubiedls,  from  what  part  of  the 
world  foever  they  (liall  come,  (hall 
not  be  permitted  to  plead  ignorance 
of  the  queftion  in  this  article. 

Art.  XV.  And  in  order  the  more 
effeftually  to  fee u re  the  fubjefts  of 
the  two  contrading  parties  from 
receiving  any  prejudice  from  the 
fhipsofwar  or  privateers  of  either 
party,  orders  (hall  be  given  to  all 
Captains  of  (hips  of  his  moft  Chril- 
tian  Majefty  and  the  faid  United 
States,  and  to  all  their  fubjects,  to 
avoid  offering  infult  or  doing  da- 
mage to  the  (hips  of  cither  party  ; 
and  whoever  ftiall  ad  contrary  to 
thefe  orders,  (hal!  b'?  puniOied  for 
it,  and  (hall  be  bound  and  obliged 
perfonally,  in  their  own  cfFeds, 
to  repair  all  fuch  damages  and 
lofTes. 

Art.  XVr.  All  (hips  and-  mer- 
ctiandiz«s  of  what  nature  foever^ 


which  (hall  be  taken  out.  of  the 
hands  of  pirates  on  the  high  feas, 
(hall  be  conduded  into  fome  pore 
of  the  two  States,  and  (hall  be 
committed  to  the  care  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  faid  port,  in  order  thaC 
they  may  be  ci^tircly  reftored  to 
the  right  owner,  as  foon  as  fuch 
property  (hall  be  fully  and  clearly 
proved. 

Art.  XVir.  The  (hips  of  war  of 
his  mod  Chridian  Majefty,  and 
thofe  of  the  United  States,  as  well 
as  privateers  Htted  out  by  their 
fubjeds,  (hall  be  at  full  liberty  to 
condud  where  they  pleafe  fuch 
prizes  as  they  (hall  take  from  the 
enemy,  without  being  amenable  to 
the  jurifdidion  of  their  admirals  oi^ 
admiralty,  or  any  other  power  ^ 
and  the  faid  veffcU,  or  prizes,  en- 
tering into  the  harbours  or  ports  of 
his  moft  Chriilian  Majefty,  or  thofe 
of  the  faid  United  States,  (hall  be 
neither  (lopped  nor  feized,  nor 
(hall  the  officers  of  fuch  places 
enquire-  into  the  validity  of  the 
faid  prizes,  but  (hall  be  permitted 
to  depart  freely  and  at  full  liberty, 
to  luch  places  as  direded  in  the 
commiflions,  which  the  captains 
of  the  faid  (hips  (hall  be  obliged 
to  produce.  And,  on  the  contrary, 
they  (hall  neither  give  fecurity  nof 
retreat,  in  their  ports  or  harbours, 
to  any  prizes  maae  on  the  fubjeds 
of  his  Majefty,  or  the  (aid  United 
States  ;  and,  if  luch  (hall  be  found 
to  enter  their  ports,  through  ftorms 
or  Gingers  of  the  fca,  they  (hall 
be  obl'ged  to  depart  as  foon  as 
poflible. 

Art.  XVni.  Should  a  (hip,  be- 
longing  to  cither  of  the  two  States, 
or  their  fubjeds,  run  aground,  be 
wrecked,  or  fuffcr  other  damages, 
upon  the  coalls  belonging  to  one 
of  the  two  parties,  they  flult  rive 
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all  friendly  aid  and  afliftance  to 
fuch  as  are  in  danger,  and  take 
every  meihod  to  Cecure  their  fafe 
pafTage,  and  return  to  their  own 
coontry. 

Art.  XIX.  When  the  fubjeds 
and  inhabitants  ot  one  of  the  two 
parties  with  their  (hips,  whether 
snen  of  war,  privateers,  or  mer- 
ohantmen,  (hall  be  forced  by  foul 
weather,  by  the  purfuits  of  pirates 
or  enemies,  or  by  any  other  urgent 
neceffity,  to  feek  (belter  and  re- 
fuge, to  run  into  and  enter  fome 
river,  bay,  road,  or  port,  belong- 
ing to  one  of  the  two  parties,  they 
(hall  be  received  acd  treated  with 
humanity  and  kindncfs,  and  (hall 
enjoy  all  the  fricndfliip,  protec- 
tion,  and  aflinanLe,  and  fhall  be 
permitteu  to  procure  refreftiments, 
proviiions,  and  every  thing  nccef- 
fary  for  their  fubfiilence,  for  the 
repairing  of  tljeir  (hips,  and  to 
enable  them  to  purfue  ihcir  voyage, 
paying  a.reafonr.ble  price  for  f:\'ciy 
thing;  and  they  fliall  net  be  de- 
tained in  any  mai.ncr,  nor  pre- 
vented quitiing  the  (aid  ports  or 
roads,  but  (hall  be  permittvd  to  de- 
part at  pleafure,  without  any  oblla- 
cle  or  impediment, 

Art.  XX*  In  order  the  better  to 
promote  the  commerce  of  the  two 
parties,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  cafe 
a  war  (hould  commence  between 
the  two  faid  nations,  fjx  months 
(hall  be  allowed,  after  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  to  the  merchants  liv-r 
ing  in  their  to\vn:>  and  cities,  to 
colleft  and  irat.fport  their  incr- 
chandize ;  and,  if  any  part  of  them 
(hall  be  ftolen  or  damaged,  during 
the  time  above  prcfcribed,  by  ci- 
ther of  the  two  parties,  thiir  people 
or  fuhjcfls  fliall  be  obli^^ed  to  make 
full  and  perfeil  fatiifjjdtion  for  the 
fjune< 


« 


Art  XXr.      No  fubjea  of  iho 
moil  Chriiiian   King   fliall  take  4 
commiffion,  or  letters   of  marque* 
to  arm  any  (hip  or  ve(rel>  to  ad  a$ 
a  privateer  againd  the  faid  United 
States,   or  any  one  of  theiQ«   or 
againft  their  fubje^ts,  people  or  in- 
habitants, or  a  gain  (I  their  proper* 
ty,  or   that  of  tlie  inhabitants  of 
any   of  them,    from    any    Prince 
whatever,    with    whom     the    faid 
United  States  (hall  h^  at  war.    la 
like   manner,   no   citizen,  fubjed, 
or  inhabitant   of  the  faid    United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  ihall  de- 
mand or   accept    any  commiflion» 
or  letters  of  marque,  to  arm  any 
(hips  or  veflels,  to  zGt  againCb  the 
fubjeds  of  his  moft  Chnllian  Ma- 
jcfty,  or  any  of  them,  or  their  pro- 
perty, from    any   l^rince    or   Suto 
whatever,     with    whom    his     faid 
Majeily  may  be  at  war;    and  if 
any  of  the  two  nations  (hall  take 
fdch    commiiTions,    or    letters    of 
marque,  they  ihall  be  puniihed  as 
pirates. 

Art.  XXri.  No  foreign  priva- 
teer, not  belonging  to  fome  iubjeft 
of  his  moil  Chriiiian  majelty,  or 
to  a  citizen  of  the  faid  United 
St.ites,  which  (hall  have  a  com- 
mi(rion  from  any  Prince  or  power 
at  war  with  one  of  the  two  n^dions, 
(hall  be  permitted  to  arm  their 
fiiips  in  the  ports  of  one  of  the  two 
parties,  nor  to  fell  their  prizes,  nor 
to  clear  their  fliips,  in  any  manner 
whatever,  of  their  merchandizes^ 
or  any  part  of  their  cargo;  they 
{hall  not  even  b.^  pcriuicced  to 
purchafe  any  other  proviiions,  than 
fuch  as  are  nfccli'ary  to  carry  them 
10  the  neareil  port  of  the  Prince  or 
State,  of  whom  they  hold  their  corn- 
mi  (lion. 

Art.  XXilf.  Ail  and  each  of  the 
fubje«.Hs  of  the  moll  Ciiriftiao  Kiig^ 
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as  well  as  the  citizens,  people,  and 
inhabitants,  of  ,  the  faid  United 
States,  ihall  be  permited  to  work 
their  veffels,  in  full  liberty  and  fc- 
carity,  without  any  exception  be- 
ing made  thereto,  on  account  of 
the  proprietors  of  merchandizes  on 
board  the  faid  velTels,  coming  from 
any  port  whatever,  and  deflined 
for  fome  place  belonging  to  a  power 
a<^ually  an  enemy,  or  which 
may  become  fuch,  of  his  Moil 
Chrillian  Majefty  or  the  United 
S:ates.  It  fhall  be  equally  permit- 
ted to  the  fubjeds  and  inhabitants 
above-mentioned,  to  navigate  their 
(hips  and  merchandizes,  and  to 
frequent,  with  the  fame  liberty 
and  fecurity,  the  places,  ports,  and 
havens,  of  the  powers,  enemies  to 
the  two  contrading  parties,  or  one 
of  them,  without  oppofition  or 
molclbtion,  and  to  trade  with 
them,  not  only  diredlly  from  ports 
of  the  enemy  to  any  neutral  port, 
but  alfo  from  one  port  of  the  ene- 
my to  another  of  the  fame,  whe- 
ther under  the  jurifdidlion  of  one 
or  more;  and  it  is  Hipulated  by 
the  prcfent  treaty,  that  all  free 
veHels  fhall  equally  enjoy  the  li- 
berty of  trade,  and  that  every 
thing  ihall  be  judged  free  which  is 
found  on  board  the  fliips  belong- 
ing to  the  fubjccb  of  one  of  the 
contracting  parties,  even  though 
the  cargo,  or  part  of  it,  (hould 
belong  to  the  enemies  of  one  of 
them;  excepting  alway,  however, 
all  contraband  goods.  It  is  equally 
agreed,  that  the  fame  liberty  ihall 
extend  to  perfons  on  board  fuch 
free  ihips,  even  though  they  ihall 
be  enemies  to  one  of  the  two  con- 
trading  parties,  and  ihall  not  be 
taken  from  the  faid  ihips,  unlefs 
in  arms,  and  actually  in  the  ene* 
*  my'sfcrvicc.. 


Art.  XXfV.  This  free  naviga^ 
tion  and  commerce  is  extended  xa 
all  forts  of  merchandizes,  exept- 
ing  only  fach  as  (hail  be  deemed 
contraband  or  prohibited,  and  nn« 
der  fuch  denomination  are  com- 
prehended arms,  cannons,  bombs» 
with  their  fufees  and  other  apur- 
tenances,  bullets,  powder,  matckes, 
piques,  fwords,  lances,  darts,  haU 
berds,  mortars,  petards,  grenades, 
faltpetre,  fuiils,  balls,  bucklers, 
cafques,  cuiraiTes,  coats  of  maiJ^ 
and  other  arms  of  that  kind,  pro. 
per  for  the  defence  of  foldiert  j( 
gun  locks,  ihoulder- belts,  horfet 
and  their  trappings,  and  all  other 
inftruments  of  war  whatever.  The 
following  merchandizes  are  not  tQ 
be  conSdered  as  contraband  or 
prohibited,  viz.  all  forts  of  cloths, 
and  other  woollen  ftufB,  linen» 
filk,  cotton,  or  other  fuch  matters  ; 
all  forts  of  clothes,  with  the  ma- 
terials of  which  they  are  ufually 
made;  gold  and  (ilver  either  in 
fpecie  or  other  wife,  pewter,  iron, 
latten,  copper,  brafs,  coals,  and 
even  wheat  and  barley,  and  all 
other  forts  of  grain  and  roots; 
tobacco  and  all  forts  of  fpices, 
falted  and  dried  proviiions,  dried 
fiih,  cheefe  and  butter,  beer,  oil^ 
wine,  fugar,  and  all  kinds  of  fait, 
and,  in  general,  all  kinds  of  pro- 
viiion  ncceffary  for  the  nouriib- 
ment  of  man,  and  for  the  fupport 
of  life;  alfo  all  forts  of  cotton, 
hemp,  linen,  pitch,  tar,  cords,  ca-  - 
blcs,  fails,  canvas  for  fails,  anchors^ 
parts  of  anchors,  mails,  planks, 
timber  and  wood  of  all  kinds,  and 
all  other  things  proper  for  the 
building  and  repairing  of  ihips, 
and  other  matters  wl^tfoever, 
which  are  not  if»  the  form  of  war- 
like inftruments  for  fea  or  land, 
(hall    not  be  reputed  contraband, 

much 
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■Hxch  lefa  fuch  as  are  already  pre- 
pared for  odier  afes.  All  the  ar- 
ticles above*memioned  are  to  be 
coaprifed  among  the  free  articles 
of  merchandize,  as  well  as  all  the 
oclier  merchandizes  and  effedls^ 
wiuch  are  not  compiiied  and  par*> 
ttcularly  nanied  in  the  lid  of  con- 
traband  merchandizes;  fo  that 
they  may  be  tranTi^orted  and  con- 
ducted* ia  tlie  freeil  manner,  by 
the  fobjeds  of  the  two  contraaing 
paitieSy  into  any  vt  the  enemy *s 
ports;  excepting*  howevc:,  that 
inch,  places  are  not  adlually  belit^g^ 
cd,  blocked  up  or  invclled. 

Art.  XXV.  In  order  to  remove 
and  prevent  diiTenlions  ^.nd  quar- 
rels on  either  fide,  it  is  agreed> 
that  in  cafe  one  of  the  two  parties 
ihall  End  tliemfelves  engaged  in  a 
war»  the  Ihips  and  veffels  belong- 
ing to  the  fubjeds  or  people  of 
the  other  al!y»  (hall  be  provided 
with  marine  panport9»  which  (hall 
cjtprcG  the  name^  property,  and 
burden  of  ti^e  (hip,  as  well  as  the 
name  and  place  of  abode  of  the 
mailer  and  commander  of  the  fa  id 
fiiip,  in  order  tiiat  it  may  from 
thence  appear  that  the  fame  Uiip 
tcally  and  trully  belongs  tp  the 
fobjcds  of  one  of  the  two  contraA- 
ing  parties.  Thefe  pailpons  are 
to  be  annually  renewed,  in  cafe 
the  (hip  return*  home  in  the  fpacc 
of  one  year.  It  is  allb  agreed,  that 
the  above-mentioned  (hips,  in  cafe 
tli#y  (hall  be  laden,  arc  to  be  pro- 
vided not  only  with  paflports,  but 
alfa  with  certificates,  containing 
the  particulars  of  the  cargo,  the 
place  from  -  whence  the  (hip  came, 
and  a  declaration  of  what  contra- 
band goods  are  on  board;  which 
certificate  is  to  be  made  in  the  ac- 
cuAomed  form,  by  the  officers  of 
the   place    from  whence  the  (hip 
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failed  ;  and  if  it  be  judged  neCcf* 
fary  or  prudent,  to  exprefs  in  the 
faid  pafTports  the  perfons  to  whom 
the  merchandize  belongs,  it  matt 
be  freely  complied  with. 

Art.  XX V  J.  In  cafe  any  (hips  of 
the  fubjedts  and  inhabitants  of  one 
of  the  two  contracting  parties 
(hould  approach  the  coad  of  the 
other,  without  any  intention  to 
enter  the  port,  or,  after  having 
entered  it,  without  any  inteiitioa 
to  unload  their  cargo,  or  break 
bulk,  they  (hall  condud  themfelvcs, 
in  that  refpcd,  according  to  the 
genera!  rules  prefcribed,  or  to  be 
prcfcribed,  relative  to  that  matter. 

Art.  XXVII.  When  any  vcflfel, 
belonging  to  the  faid  fubjeds» 
people,  and  inhabitants,  of  one 
of  the  two  parties,  (hall  meet* 
while  failing  along  the  coaft  or  on 
the  open  fea,  a  Ihip  of  war  or  pri- 
vateer, belonging  to  the  other,  the 
faid  (hip  of  war  or  privateer,  in 
order  to  avoid  diforder,  (hall  bring 
fuch  veflTel  too,  and  fend  her  boat 
with  two  or  three  on  board  her,  to 
whom  the  mailer  or  commander  of 
the  merchantman  (hall  produce  his 
pafTport,  and  prove  the  property 
of  the  velTel ;  and  as  foon  as  fuch 
palTport  ihall  be  produced,  the 
mader  fliall  be  at  liberty  to  porfue 
his  voyage,  without  being  moled* 
ed,  or  in  any  other  manner  driven 
or  forced  to  alter  his  intended 
courfe. 

Art.  XXVIII.  It  is  agreed,  that 
when  the  merchandizes  (hall  be  put 
on  board  (hips  or  vcfTols  of  one  of 
the  two  contrafting  parties,  they 
ihall  not  be  fubjedt  to  be  examineil 
again,  all  iuch  examination  and 
fearch  being  to  be  made  before 
loading,  and  the  prohibited  goods 
being  to  be  Hopped  and  feized  oa 
ihore^  before  they  coald  be  em* 
barked. 
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barked,  unlcfs  there  are  flrong  fuf- 
picions  or  proofs  of  fraudulent 
practices.  So  that  no  fubjeft  of 
His  moit  Chrillian  Majclly,  or  of 
the  United  States,  can  be  Hopped 
or  molcrted  for  that  caufe  by  any 
kind  of  embargo;  bui  fuch  fubjetts 
of  ti  e  State,  who  (hall  prefan^e  to 
vend  cr  f e  1  t'ucn  merchandizes  as 
arc  proiiibited,  (hall  be  duly  pu- 
ridu'd  for  fuch  infradlion  of  the 
treaty. 

Art.  XXIX-  The  two  contraft- 
ing  paries  mutually  grant  each 
oth^r  the  right  of  maintaining,  in 
their  refpee^ive  ports,  Confuls, 
Vice  Coniuls,  Ag.nts,  and  Com- 
jniliarics,  whofe  bufihefi  (hall  be 
rcgu.aied  by  a  particular  conven- 
tion. 

Art.  XXX.  In  order  further  to 
forward  and  facilitate  the  com- 
merce b'.  twcen  tiic  fubjedls  of  the 
United  S  ares  and  hrancc,  the 
JVloll  Chriilian  King  will  allow 
them  in  Europe  onv-  or  more  free 
ports,  to  wnich  they  may  bring 
and  fell  all  the  commodiaes  and 
merchandizes  of  the  Thirteen 
United  Spates.  His  Majefty  will 
a!fo  grant  to  the  fubjcds  of  the 
faid  Slates,  the  free  ports,  which 
Jiave  been,  and  are  open,  in  the 
FrencJi  iflands  of  America;  all 
which  free  ports  tiie  faid  fubjeds 
of  thd  United  States  (hall  enjoy, 
conKirmably  to  the  regulations 
which  determine  that  matter. 

Art.  XXXf.  The  prefcnt  treaty 
ftall  be  ratified  by  both  parties,' 
and  the  ratifications  exchanged, 
within  t|ie  fpace  of  fix  months,  or 
fooner  if  may  be.  In  witncfs  of 
which,  the  rcfpe£live  Plenipoten- 
tiaries have  figncd  the  above  ar- 
ticieS|  both  m  the  French  and 
Engliih  language,  neverthelefs  de- 
claring, that  the  pref(;nt  treaty  was 
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origroally  digefied  and  fettled  ia 
the  French  lanjuage^  to  which 
they  have  affixed  their  iiaods  amd 
feal&. 

Given  at  Paris  the  iutth  day  of 
the  month  of  February*  one  thou* 
fand  feven  hundred  a&d  feveoty- 
eight. 

C.  A.  G£RARD* 

B,  Frankljn. 
Silas  D£an£. 
Arthur  I,£b« 


By  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States 
9/  AmericHf 

MANIFESTO. 

THESE  United  Sutes  having 
been  driven*  to  boftilities  bjr 
the  oppre:ffive  and  tyrannous  mea- 
fures  of  Great  Britain;  havto^ 
been  compelled  to  commit  the  e^ 
fential  rights  of  man  to  thedeci- 
iion  of  arms ;  and  having  been  at 
length  forced  to  (hake  oflTa  yoke 
which  had  grown  too  burthenfome 
to  bear,  they  declared  chemfelvea 
free  and  independent. 

Confiding  in  the  ju (lice  of  their 
caufe,  confiding-  in  Him  who  dif- 
pofcs  of  human  events,  although 
weak  and  unprovided,  they  fet  the 
power  of  their  enemies  at  defiance. 

In  this  confidence  they  have  con- 
tinued, through  the  various  fortune 
of  three  bloody  campaigns,  unaw- 
ed  by  the  powers,  unmbdued  by 
;he  barbarity  of  their  foes.  Their 
virtuous  citizens  have  borne,  with- 
out repining,  the  lofs  of  many 
(hings  wiiich  made  life  defirable. 
Their  brave  troops  have  patiently 
endured  the  hard(hijps  and  dangers 
of  a  fituation,  fruitful  in  both  be- 
yond example. 

The 
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The  Congrcfs,  confidering  them- 
fclves  bound  to  love  their  enemies, 
fts  children  of  that  Being  who  is 
equally  the  Father  of  all,  and  defi- 
rous,  fmcc  they  could  not  prevent^ 
at  ieaft  to  alleviate  the  calamities 
of  war,  have  ftudied  to  fpare  thofe 
who  were  in  arms  againfl  thc*m, 
and  to  lighten  the  chains  of  capti- 
vity. 

The  oondudl  of  thofe  fcrving 
under  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
hath,  with  fome  few  e>iception5i 
been  diametrically  oppofuc.  They 
have  laid  wade  the  open  country, 
burned  the  defencelefs  villages 
and  butchered  the  citizens  of  Ame- 
rica. Their  prifons  have  been  the 
daughter- houfes  of  her  foldiers* 
their  (hips  of  her  feameni  and  the 
ievereft  injuries  have  been  aggra- 
vated by  the  grofleft  infuks. 

Foiled  in  their  vain  attempt  to 
fubjagate  the  unconquerable  fpirit 
•f  freedom^  they  have  meanly  af- 
failed  the  Reprefentatives  of  Ame- 
rica with  bribes,  with  deceit^  and 
the  fervility  of  adulation.  They 
have  made  a  mock  of  humanity,  by 
the  wanton  deftrudtion  of  men : 
they  have  made  a  mock  of  reli- 
gion»  by  impious  appeals  to  God, 
ivhilft  in  the  violation  of  his  facred 
commands:  they  haye  made  a 
mock  even  of  reafon  itfelf,  by  en- 
deavouring to  p^ove,  that  the  li- 
berty and  happinefs  of  America 
could  fafely  be  entrufled  to  thofe 
who  have  fild  their  o*wn,  unawed 
by  the  fenfe  of  virtue,  or  of  (hame. 

Treated  with  the  contempt 
-which  fuch  conduct  defer ved,  they 
have  applied  to  individuals;  th^ 
have  loiicited  them  to  break  the 
bonds  of  alle^nce,  and  imbrue 
chetr    fouls    with  the  blacked  of 


crimes :  but  fearing  that  none 
could  be  found  through  thefe  Unit* 
ed  States,  equal  to  the  wickednefi 
of  their  purpofe,  to  influence  weak 
minds,  they  have  threatened  more 
wide  devaftation. 

While  the  fhadow  of  hope  re- 
gained, that  our  enemies  could  ht 
taught  by  our  example  to  refpeil 
thoie  laws  which  are  held  facred 
among  civilized  nations,  and  to 
comply  with  the  didlates  of  a  reli- 
gion which  they  pretend  in  com* 
mon  with  us  tb  believe  and  revere, 
they  have  been  left  to  the  influence 
of  that  religion,  and  that  example. 
But  fince  their  incorrigible  difpo- 
(itions  cannot  be  touched  by  kind- 
nefs  and  compaflion,  it  becomes 
our  duty  by  other  means  to  vindi- 
cate the  rights  of  humanity* 

We,  therefore,  the  Congrefs  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  do 

SOLEMNLY  DECLARE  AND  PRO- 
CLAIM, That  if  our  enemies  prc- 
fumc  to  execute  their  threats,  or 
perfift  in  their  prcfent  career  of 
oarbarity,  we  will  take  fuch  ex- 
emplary vengeance  as  (hall  deter 
others  from  a  like  condud.  We 
appeal  to  that  God  who  fcarcheth 
the  hearts  of  men,  for  the  re£iitude 
of  our  intentions.  And  in  his  holy 
prefcncc  we  declare.  That  as  we 
are  not  moved  by  any  light  and 
hafty  fuggefttons  of  anger  or  re- 
venge, lo  through  every  poflible 
change  of  fortune  we  will  adhere 
to  this  our  deicrmination. 

Done  in  Ccmgrefs,  by  unani- 
mous confv-'nt,  the  thirtieth 
day  of  Oclober*  one  thou* 
fand  lev  en  hundred  and 
fevcnty-eight, 
Attcfl, 

Charles  Thomsou*  Sec* 
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^Account  of  Michel  Schuppach,  ihi 
Mountain  Do^cr,  Trcm  CoxeV 
Sketches  of  the  Natural,  Civi/,  and 
Potitical  State  o/'SwilTerland. 

Langenau,  Sept.  iS^  1776. 

YOU  have  heard,  perhaps,  of 
Michel  Schuppach,  the  fa- 
ikious  Swifs  doctor;  of  whofe  in* 
tuitive  fagacity  in  dircovering  the 
feat  of  diforders,  and  applying 
fuitable  remedies  to  theini  many 
wonderful  ilories  are  recounted  by 
travellers,  and  which  generally,  I 
foppofe,  have  encreafed  in  the 
marvellous,  like  Virgil's  Progref* 
of  Fame,  in  proportion  as  ihey 
receded  from  the  fcene  of  adtion; 
I  am  now  lodged  in  the  hoafe  of 
this  celebrated  ^fculapius :  it  is 
iicaated  above  the  village  of  Lan- 
genau, on  the  tide  of  a  ftcep 
mountain  ;  and  from  that  circum- 
ftance  he  is  generally  known  by 
the  appellation  of  ibe  phyjkian  tf 
the  mountain. 

Upon  our  arrival  here  nve 
Found  the  doAor  in  his  apartment^ 
furrounded  by  a  number  of  p^a- 
fents,  who  werd  confulting  him 
opon  their  refpeflive  complaints ; 
each  having  brought  with  him  a 
fmall  bottle,  containing  fome  of 
his  water :  for,  it  is  by  infpe^ing 
Ihe  orine  thai  this  medical  fage 
}>rttends  to  jadge  of  the  date  of 
ihe   patient*     His   £gQrc  is   ex^ 

Vol.  XXII. 


tremely  corpulent;  he, has  a  pe« 
netratiog  eye ;  and  one  of  the 
«beft-hamoured  countenances  I  ever 
faw.  He  fees  himfclf  oppofite  to 
the  perfon  who  confults  him,  one 
moment  examinihg  the  Water,  and 
the  next  the  patient;  and  con- 
tinues regarding  alternately  th^ 
one  and  the  other  for  fome  time, 
always  whillling  during  the  inter- 
vals. Ke  then  opens  the  ftate  of 
the  cafe,  acquaints  the  confultanc 
with  the  nature  of  his  complaints^ 
and  has  often  the  good  fortune  to 
Mt  upon  the  true  caufe.  Jn  a 
word,  his  knack  of  difccvering 
diforders  by  lirine,  has  gained 
fuch  implicit  faith  in  his  fkiJI; 
that  one  might  as  well  doubt  of 
the  Pope's  infallibility  before  A 
iealous  catholic,  as  of  the  doc* 
tor's  in  the  prefence  of  his  pa- 
tients. He  has  certainly  per- 
formed feveral  great  cures ;  and 
the  rumour  of  them  hath  brought 
him  patients  from  all  quarters 
of  Europe.  There  are  at  this 
time  in  hi^  houfe^  and  in  the 
village,  feveral  Englifli  and  French  . 
p?ople,  together  with  many  Swifs, 
who  are  come  hither  for  his  ad- 
vice. 

The  dodlor  wis  formerly,  it 
feems,  a  village  furgcon,  has  d 
(light  tinAure  of  anatomy,  and  ii 
efteemed  a  proficient  in  botany 
and  chemiflry ;    but   his   repuca- 
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tion  as  a  phyfician  ba?  now  been 
cflablifhed  fome  years.  He  is  faid 
to  have  but  little  acquaintance 
with  the  theory  of  phyiic ;  the 
greaiefl  part  of  his  knowledge  bet- 
ing derived  from  his  extenfiire 
pradiiccy  notwithHanding  he  ne- 
ver flirs  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
his  own  houfe  ;  fbr  he  would  not 
take  the  trouble  of  going  to  Berne, 
even  to  attend  the  King  of 
France. 

It  is  more  than   probable,  that 
much  of  this  extraordinary  man's 
fuccefs  in  his  praflice,  is  owing  to 
the  great  faich  of  his  patients,  to 
the     benefit     they^  receive    from 
change  of  climate,  to  the  falubrious 
air  of  this  mountain,  and  to  the 
amufement  arifmg  from  that  con- 
Hant  fucceflion  of  different  com- 
pany which  affemble  in  this  place, 
in    order    to    apply    to    him    for 
affiftance.      But     whatever     may 
have  been  the  caufes  of  his  cele- 
brity, it  has  come  to  him,  as  all 
accounts   sgree,  unfought   for  by 
himfelf.    ^He   has  certainly  many 
excellent  qualities :    humane    and 
charitable  to  the  higheft  degree; 
he  not  only  fuinifhes  the  indigent 
peafants    who   confult   him,  with 
medicines    gratis,    but    generally 
makes  them  a  prefent  in   money 
befides ;    and    he   always    appro-* 
priates  a   certain    portion   of   his 
gains  to   the   poor   of  his  pariih. 
His  wife,  as  alfo  his  grand-daugh- 
ters who  live  with  bim.arc  dreucd 
like    the    peafant  women    of  the 
country ;    and  he    has    fhewn  his 
good  fenfe  in  giving  the  latter  no 
better  than  a  plain  education  :  the 
cldeft   he  bedowed    in   marriage, 
'  when  (he  was   but  fifteen,    upon 
•ne  of  his  ailiftants,  and  gave  with 
her  1300].  no  inconfiderable  por- 
tion  for  this  country.     He  pro- 


cured  a  match  for  her  {o  early,  \A 
faid,  to  prevent  her  being  fpoiled 
by  the  young  gentlemen  telling 
her  fhe  was  pretty,  and  infpiring 
her  with  the  ambition  of  marrying 
abo\'e  her  fank. 

If  domeftic  harmony^  and  the 
mod  perfedl  nmplicity  of  manners, 
have    any    pretenfions    to    pleafe, 
you    would    be '  highly   delighted 
with  this  rural  family.     The  wifi! 
is  a   notable,  active  woman,  and 
not     only     fuperintends    all     the 
houfhold  affairs  with   remarka)>le 
clevernefs,  but  even  performs  great 
part  of  the  buHnefs  with  her  own 
hands :  fhe  affifls  her  hufband  like- 
wife  in  making  up  his  medicines; 
and  as  he  talks  no  other  lansaage 
than  the  Swifs-German,  (he  Tervet 
occafionally  ashis  interpreter.  Aiid# 
as  a  proof  of  his  confidence  in  her 
adminiftration  of  his   affairs,  Ae 
a£ls  alfo  as  his  treafurer,  and  re* 
ceives  all  his  fees ;  whicb^  in  the 
courfe  of  a  year^  amount  to  a  coa- 
iiderable  furo:    for,   although  he 
never    demands    more    than    the 
price  of  his    medicines,    yet    BO 
gentleman  con fu Its    him    withoaC 
giving  him  an  additional  gratnity. 
Many  prefents  have  likewifebeea 
made  to  herfelf,  from  perfoni^wbo 
have  reaped  benefit  by   her  htJ^ 
band's   prefcriptions  :    feveral  of 
thcfe  confid  of  valuable  urinkets, 
with  which  on  days  of  ceremony 
iho  decks  herfelf  forth  to  the  beft 
advantage,  in  the  iimple  drefa  of 
the  country. 

The  family  fit  down  to  table 
regularly  at  twelve  o'clock  ;  tker# 
are  always  fome  Grangers  of  tbe 
party,  confiding  not  only  of  t 
aertain  number  of  perfbns  wko  ate 
under  the  doQor's  care,  but  of  or** 
vellers  like  ourfelves,  who  are  kd 
hither  by  motivei  of  aeio  corio* 
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Bty.  When  the  weather  is  fine, 
and  their  guells  more  numerous 
than  ufual,  dinner  is  ferved  out  of 
doors  in  an  open  (bed,  that  looks 
upon  one  fide  of  the  mountain 
and  the  adjacent  country,  with  a 
difUnt  view  of  the  glaciers  be- 
yond the  lake  of  Thun.  Yefter- 
day  Tome  peafants,  whom  the  doc- 
tor had  invited,  formed  part  of 
our  company;  after  dinner,  he  gave 
fome  money  to  ihofe  that  fat  near 
him,  and  ordered  one  of  his  grand- 
daughters to  diftribute  his  bounty 
to  the  others.  The  benevolence  of 
the  old  man,  his  gaiety  and  good- 
humour,  the  chearfulncfs  of  his 
family,  the  gratitude  of  the  poor 
peafants,  the  beauty  of  the  prof- 
peft,  and  the  finenefs  of  the  wea- 
ther, formed  all  together  the  moll 
agreeable  and  delightful  /cenes  I 
ever  beheld  ;  and  I  do  not  remem- 
ber in  my  whole  life  to  have  par- 
taken of  any  meal  with  a  more 
fenfible  and  heart-felt  fatisfadion. 

This  (ingular  man  is  very  often 
employed  in  giving  his  advice  from 
eight  in  the  morning  till  fix  in  the 
evening,  with  no  other  intermif- 
fion  than  during  the  time  he  is  at 
table.  His  drugs  are  of  the  hhfk 
kind ;  for  he  collcfts  the  fimples, 
as  well  as  diflills  them,  himfelf,  • 
His  houfe,  like  thofe  of  the  pea- 
fants, is  conftrurted  of  wood  ;  and, 
though  always  full  of  people,  is 
remarkably  neat  and  clean.  In 
jfhort,  every  thing  about  him  has 
the  appears  rtce  ofthe  pleafmg  fim- 
plicity  of  former  ages. 

I  had  almoft  forgotten  to  tell 
you,  that  I  coofulted  him  this 
morning  myfelf;  and  afluredly  I 
have  reafon  to  be  highly  fatisfied 
with  his  prefcription  :  (or,  he  (old 


me  I  was  in  fuch  good  health,  thac 
the  only  advice  he  had  to  give  me^ 
was,  "  to  eat  and  drink  well,  to 
dance,  be  merry,  and  take  mo- 
derate exercife." 

It  is  now  Langenau  fair,  ahd 
the  village  is  crowded  with  the, 
neighbouring  peafants*  Great 
numbers  of  the  men  have  long 
beards,  and  many  of  them  covet  . 
their  heads  with  a  woman's  Uraw 
hat,  extremely  broad,  which  gives 
them  a  very  grotefque  appear- 
ance :  their  drefs  is  chiefly  a  coarfc? 
brown  cloth  jacl^et  without  flee ves;  . 
with  large  puffed  breeches  of  tick- 
ing. The  women  wear  their  hair 
plaited  behind  in  treiTes,  with  the 
riband  hanging  down  below  the 
wai/1  ;  a  flat  plain  flraw  hat, 
which  is  very  becoming;  a  red  or 
brown  cloth  jacket  without  fleeves  ; 
a  black  or  blue  petticoat  bordered 
with  red,  and  fcarccly  reaching  be- 
low the  knees ;  red  ftockings.with 
black  clocks,  and  no  heels  to 
their  (hoes ;  their  (hiAs  faftened 
clofe  round  the  throat  by  a  bhctc 
collar  with  red  ornaments ;  the 
better  fort  have  chains  of  filver 
between  the  fhoulders,  brought 
round  under  each  arm,  and  ifa- 
flened  beneath  the  bofom,  the  ends 
hanging  down  with  fome  filver  or- 
naments. 

I  am  fo  charmed  with  the  £taa« 
tion  of  this  village,  the  chearfql- 
ncfs  and  Angularity  of  this  ruiitic 
and  agreeable  family,  and  the 
uncommon  chara^Ur  of  the  hu- 
mane dodlor,  that  I  could  with 
pleafure  continue  here  fome  days 
more :  but  I  am  prefTed  for  time* 
and  have  a  long  journey  before 
me. 

I  am,  &c* 
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Account  of  the  Confiitution  and  Go^ 
'vernment  of  Geneva.  From  the 
fame. 

THE    town    of  Geneva   lies 
upon  the  narrowed  part  of 
the  extremity  of  the  lake,  where 
the  Rhone  ilTues  out  in  two  large 
and    rapid    flreams»    which    foon 
afterwards  unite.    That  river  di- 
vides the  town  into  two  unequal 
parts;   receives  the   muddy   Arve 
in   its  courfe;  and  flows  through 
part  of  France  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean.    Here  its  waters  are  of  a 
rood  beautiful   tranfparent  green> 
like  thofe  of  the  Rhine  when  it 
flows  from  the  lake  of  Conftance. 
The  adjacent  country  is    uncom- 
monly pidlurefque  ;  and  I  could  not 
fuflicicntly  admire  the  magnificent 
views  it  exhibits:  the  fevdral  ob- 
jedls  which  compofed  this  enchant- 
ing   profpedl,    were,    the    town  \ 
the  lake;  the  numerous  hills  and 
mountains,  particularly  the  Sale've 
and    the   Mole,    rifing    fuddenly 
from   the    plain   in    a  wonderful 
variety  of  fantallic  forms,  backed 
b/  the   glaciers  of   Savoy,   with 
their  frozen  tops  glidening  in  the 
fun  ;  and  the  majellic  Mont  Blanc 
lifting  op  its'  head  far  above  the 
teft- 

The  town»  which  lies  partly  in 
the  plain  upon  the  borders  of  the 
lake,  and  partly  upon  a  gentle 
afcent,  is  irregularly  built ;  the 
hoofes  are  high,  and  mod  of  thofe 
which  dand  in  the  trading  part  of 
the  city,  have  arcades  of  wood, 
which  are  carried  up  to  their  tops. 
Thefe  arcades,  which  are  fupA 
ported  by  pillars,  obdrudl  the 
fireett,  and  give  them  a  gloomy 
appearance ;  but  they  are  afefol  to 
the  iDhabitantt  in  protecting  them 
from  the  fim  and  the  rain.    Ge- 


neva is  by  far  the  mod  popoloal 
town  in  S  wider  land:  for,  Zuric* 
which  comes  next  to  it  in  refpe^ 
of  population,  contains  fcarcely 
thirteen  thoufand  fouls ;  whereas 
the  inhabitants  of  this  place 
amount  to  twenty-four  thoufand. 
This  fnperiority  is  oAdoubtedly 
owing  to  the  greater  indudry  and 
adtivity  of  the  inhabitants  ;  to  its 
more  extenfive  commerce  ;  to  the 
facility  of  purchafing  the  burgher- 
ihip,  and  to  the  privileges  which 
government  allows  to  all  foreign- 
ers  who  fettle  here.  The  mem« 
bers  of  this  city  are  didinguidied 
into  citizens  and  burghefles,  inha« 
bitants  and  natives.  The  citizens 
and  barghedes  are  alone  admitted 
to  a  diare  in  the  government: 
the  inhahitattts  are  drangers  who. 
are  allowed  to  fettle  in  the  toWn 
with  certain  privileges  ;  and  the 
ftaiives  are  the  fons  of  thofe  inha. 
bitants^  who  poflefs  certain  addi- 
tional advantages.  The  two  lad 
ciades  form  a  hrge  majority  of  the 
people.         ' 

The  liberal  policy  of  this  go« 
vernment,  in  receiving  drangers 
and  conferring  the  borgherfliip,  i% 
the  more  remarkable,  as  14  is  con- 
trary to  the  fpirit  of  mod  of  the 
other  dates  of  Swiflerland.  It  if 
here,  indeed,  more  necedary  ;  the 
territory  of  this  republic  being  fo 
exceedingly  fmall,  that  its  verf 
exidence  depends  upon  the  num« 
ber  and  indudry  of  the  people: 
for,  exclofive  of  the  inhabitants 
of  (he  town,  there  are  fcarcely 
fixteen  thoufand  fools  in  the  whole 
didriA  of  the  Genevois. 

To  a  man  of  letters,  Geneva  xi 
particularly  intereding;  as  evierf 
oranch  of  fcience  is  here  cultirat* 
ed  in  the  mod  advantagepos  sliari^ 
ner :  learning  is  dive&d  of  pe« 
dantryi^ 
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dantry,  and  philofophy  united 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  world. 
The  plcafures  of  fociecy  arc  here 
mixed  with  the  purfuits  of  litera- 
ture; and  elegance  and  urbanity 
give  a  zed  lo  the  profoundeft  difr 
quifitions.  Nor  are  letters  con- 
fined in  this  city  merely  to  thofe 
who  engage  in  them  as  a  pro- 
feflion,  or  to  thofc  whofe  fortune 
and  leifure  enable  them  to  follow 
where  genius  leads,  and  enter 
into  a  ftudious  life  by  voluntary 
choice;  even  the  lovvcr  tlafs  of 
people  are  exceedingly  well  in- 
ibrmed  ,  and  there  h  no  city  in 
Europe  where  learning  U  fo  uni- 
verfally  difFufed  among  the  inha. 
bicants,  I  have  had  great  fatis- 
faftion  in  converfing  with  feveral 
pf  the  Ihop-kecpers  upon  topics 
both  of  literature  and  politics; 
^nd  was  afloniihed  to  Hnd,  in 
this  clafs  of  men,  fo  uncommon 
a  (hare  of  knowledge.  But  the 
wonder  ceafes,  when  we  are  told, 
that  they  have  all  of  them  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education  at 
the  public  academy,  where  the 
children  of  the  inhabitants  are 
taught,  under  the  infpe^ion  of  the 
magiHrates,  and  at  the  expence  of 
government. 

There  is  one  circumdance  iq 
this  feminary,  which  particularly 
contributes  to  the  exciting  of  the 
induftry  and  emulation  of  the  (lu. 
dents:  prizes  are  annually  diftri- 
buted  to  thofe,  who  have  diftin- 
;;uifhed  themfelves  in  each  clafs. 
Thefe  rewards  coufift  of  fmall  me- 
dals, and  they  are  conferred  with 
fuch  foleqmity  as  cannot  fail  of* 
producing  great  effed.  A  yearly 
ineetiog  it  held  ac  the  cathedral, 
of  all  the  magiftrates,  profe/Tors, 
fnd  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
{9WAJ  when  the  fird  fyndic  him- 


felf  didributes,  in  the  mod  public 
manner,  the  feveral  honorary  rc-> 
tributions  ^o  thofe  who  have  de- 
ferved  them.  I  met  this  morning 
one  of  the  fcholars,  and,  fceine 
his  medal,  afked  him  what  ic 
meant?  *'  Je  la  porte,'*  repire4 
the  little  man«  fcarce  eight  ylart 
old,  <<  pnrqeque  j'at  fait  mon  de- 
**  voir,**'  I  wanted  do  dronger 
proof  to  convince  me  of  the  bene- 
ficial influence,  upon  young  minds, 
of  thefe  encouraging  and  judi^, 
cious  didindlions,  than  appeared 
from  the  fp rightly  fpecimenxbefore 
me. 

The  inhabitants  enjoy  the  ad« 
vantage  alfo  of  having  free  accefa 
to  the  public  library ;  and  by  this 
privilege^  they  not  only  retain  but 
improve  that  general  tinflure  oF 
learning  which  they  imbibe  ia 
their  early  youth  :  when  I  vifited 
this  library,  it  happened  to  be 
crowded  with  dudents,  who  were 
returning  the  books  they  had  bor« 
rowed,  and  demanding  others.  As 
I  pafTed  only  an  hour#in  this  room, 
I  am  ill-  qoalified  to  give  you  a 
jud  idea  of  its  contents  :  I  re-i 
queded,  however,  the  librarian  to 
point  out  to  me  what  was  moft 
worthy  of  particular  notice.  Ac-* 
cordingly,  among  other  books  and 
manufcripts,  he  diewed  me  feveral 
folio  volumes  containing  letters 
and  other  writings  of  Calvin^ 
which  have  never  been  publidied. 

Although  Zuingle,  ^colampa- 
dius^  and  Haller,  had  reforiped 
the  greated  part  of  Swiflerland, 
feme  years  before  Calvin  made 
his  appearance  at  Geneva ;  yet  the 
latter,  as  Voltaire  judly  obferves, 
has  given  his  name  to  the  fe£la- 
ries  of  the  reformed  religion,  ia 
the  fame  manner  as  the  new  con- 
tinent took   its  appellation  from 
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Americus  Vefpafius,  although  the 
Original  difcovery  was  made  by 
Columbus.  Neither  was  Calvin, 
indeed,  the  firft  reformer  even  of 
Geneva;  but,   as. he  gave  addi 


iirft  glance,  almoft  infenfible  of 
thofe  dark  fpots  in  it,  which  hate 
fo  jullly  fullied  its  glory.  Bui 
when  one  reflects  a  moment  on 
the  afperity,    the  arrogance,   the 


tional  ftrength  and  folidity  to  the  .  prefumptuous  opiniatrety,  of  his 
new  eflablifhmer.t,  and    laid    the     temper   and  con^n^,  and^   above 


foundation    of    that    ecclefiaflical 
form  of  government,    which   has 
ever  fi nee  been  invariably  obferv- 
ed ;  he  totally  ecHpfed    the  fame 
of  his  friend  William  Farel,  who^ 
fcattered  the  firft  feeds  of  reforma- 
tion, vjrhich  the  other  brought  to 
maturity.     In  truth,  fo  great  was 
the  afcendancy  which  this  extra- 
ordinary man,  although  a  ftranger 
in  Geneva,  acquired  over  the  ci- 
tizens,   that    he    pofTeired    no  in- 
confiderable  influence  even  in  ci- 
vil matters ;  and  bore  a  large  (bare 
in  fettling  the    political  conllitu- 
tion   of   the    republic.      But   his 
care  and  attention  was  not  wholly 
confined  to  ecclefiaftical  and   po- 
litical concerns;  he  promoted,  to 
the  utmoft  of  his  power,  the  cul- 
tivation  of    the   liberal  arts    and 
fciences,  and  the  ftudy  of  elegant 
literature*     To   this  end,  as  well 
as  for  the  encouraging  of  theolo- 
gical erudition,  he  prevailed  upon 
the  government  of  Geneva  to  efta- 
bliih  a  public  academy.  .  In   this 
new  feminary,    himfelf,    together 
with  his   colleagues,  eminent  fot 
their    fuperior    knowledge,    read 
kdlures,    with    fuch    uncommon 
reputation   and   fuccefs,  that   the 
youth  from  all  quarters  flocked  to 
receive  the  benefit  of  them :  and  it 
has  fent    forth,   fron)    its    bofom, 
men  of  the  greateft  diftindlion  for 
their  learning  and  abilities. 

There  is  foch  a  ftriking  fplendor 
in  the  brighter  parts  of  this  dilin- 
tcrefttfd  and  celebrated  reformer's 
f  hara^er,  tttat  renders  one,  at  the 


all,  on  his  cruel  perfecution  of  bit 
former  friend,  the  unhappy  Ser- 
vetus  ;  one  laments,  with  abhor- 
rence, the  mortifying  inftance  this 
famous    man   exhibited,  that  the 
nobleft   qualities    fometimes    mix 
with  the  bafeft,  in  the  compofition 
of  human  nature.     With  regard, 
however,  to  his  intolerant  princi- 
ples ;   it   muft   be  acknowledged, 
that  the  fame  uncharitable  (pirit 
prevailed  alfo  among  fome  others 
of  the  moll  celebrated  reformers ; 
who  Teemed  to  think,  by  a  Urange  - 
inconlidrncy,    and    nnaccountablo 
biinduefs  not  only  to  the  genius, 
but  to  the  cleared  precepts  of  the 
gofpel,  that  perfecution   for  con- 
fcience    fake    was    unchriftian  la 
every   ecclefiaftical    eftablifliment, 
except  their  own.  This  ^bfard  and 
dangerous  opinion,  gave  great  ad- 
vantage to  their  adverfaries  of  the 
papal  hierarchy :  for,  it  is  obvioot 
to  the  meaneft  underftanding,  that, 
if  perfecution  is  juftifiable  in  any 
particular  church,   it  mnft   be  fo 
univerfally. 

The  republic  of  Geneva  is,  how- 
ever, at  prefent,  the  moft  tolerat- 
ing of  all  the  reformed  ftatei  of 
SwiiTerland  ;  being  the  only  ^ 
vernment  in  this  country,  which 
permits  the  Lutheran  religion  to 
be  publicly  cxercifcd.  In  this 
refpefl  the  clergy,  no  lefs  wifely, 
than  fuitably  to  the  fpirit,  at  wel| 
as  the  letter,  of  the  Chriftian  re* 
velation,  have  renounced  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  great  patriarch, 
Calvin  :   for^  although   they  JRil} 
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bold  that  able  reformer  in  high 
veneration  ;  yet  they  know  how' to 
dillinguiAi  hia  virtues  from  his 
defers,  and  to  admire  the  one 
without  being  blindly  partial  to 
the  other. 

The  town  of  Geneva  and  it? 
territory,  were  formerly  united  to 
the  German  empire^  under  the 
fuccefTors  of  Charlemain  :  but  as 
the  power  of  the  Emperors,  feeble 
even  in  Germany,  was  (liil  weaker 
in  the  frontier  provinces  ;  the 
•Biihops  of  Geneva,  like  feveral 
other  great  vaiTals  of  the  empire, 
gradually  acquired  very  c^onfider- 
able  authority  over  the  city  and  its 
domains;  which  the  Emperors  had 
oo  other  means  of  counterbalanc- 
ing, than  by  increafing  the  liber- 
ties  of  the  people.  During  thefc 
times  of  confufion,  condant  dif* 
putes  fubfifted  between  the  fiifhops 
and  the  Counts  of  the  Gcnevois  ; 
for,  the  latter,  although  at  their 
firft  inftitution  merely  officers  of 
the  emperor,  and  cqnfidered  as 
vaflfals  of  the  bifliops  ;  yet  they 
claimed  and  alTerted  a  right  to 
the  exclufive  adminiftration  of  juf- 
tice.  The  citizens  took  advantage 
of  thefe  quarrels ;  and,  by  fiding 
occafionaily  with  each  party,  ob- 
tained an  extenfion  of  their  pHvi« 
leges  from  both. 

But  the  Houfe  of  Sav6y  having 
purchafed  the  county  of  the  Ge- 
nevois,  and  fucceeded  to  all  the 
prerogatives  of  the  counts,  with 
additional  power ;  the  biihops  and 
the  people  firmly  united  together, 
in  order  to  oppofe  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  former,  which  were 
no  lefs  prejudicial  to  the  authority 
of  the  one,  than  to  the  liberties 
of  the  others.  During  this  pe- 
riod, the  refpcftivc  prctenfions  of 


the  counts,  the  biOiops,  and  the 
citizens,  were  fo  various  as  to 
form  a  government  equally  fingu- 
lar  and  complicated.  This  har- 
mony, however,  between  the  bi- 
(hops  and  citizens,  was  at  length 
broken  by  the  artful  management 
of  the  Counts  of  Savoy,  who  had 
the  addrcfs  to  procure  the  epifcopal 
fee  for  their  brothers,  and  even 
for  their  illegitimate  children.  By 
thefc  methods,  their  power  in  the 
city  became  fo  enlarged,  that,  to- 
wards the  commencement  of  the 
(ixteenth  century,  Charles  III, 
Duke  of  Savoy,  (although  the 
form  of  the  government  was  en- 
tirely republican)  obtained  an  a1- 
moft  abfolute  authority  over  the 
citizens:  and  he  excrciled  it  in 
the  mod  unjuft  and  arbitrary  man- 
ner. Hence  arofe  perpetual  ftrog- 
gles  between  the  duke  and  the  ci- 
tizens ;  the  latter  continually  op- 
pofing,  cither  by  open  violence, 
or  fecret  meafures,  his  tyrannical 
nfurpation  :  thus  two  parties  were 
formed;  the  zealots  for  liberty 
were  called  tUgenoJfen^  or  confe- 
derates ;  while  the  partifans  of 
the  duke  were  branded  with  the 
appellation  of  mammi/ucs,  or 
(laves. 

The  treaty  of  alliance  which 
the  town  entered  into  with  Berne 
and  Fribourg,  in  1526,  may  be 
confidered  as  the  true  aera  of  its  li- 
berty and  independence :  for,  not 
long  after,  the  duke  was  defpoiled 
of  his  authority ;  the  biihop  dri« 
ven  from  the  city ;  a  republican 
form  of  government  firmly  efla« 
blilhed  ;  and  the  reformation ,  in*, 
trodnced.  From  this  time,  Charles 
and  his  fuccefTors  waged  inceffant 
war  againft  the  town :  but  his  ho« 
Hilities  were  rendered  ineffedual, 
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by  the  intrepid  bravery  of  the  ci- 
tiz^nsy  and  the  afliilaQce  of  the 
canton  of  Berne. 

In  1584  Geneva  entered  into  a 
treaty  of  perpetual  alliance  with 
Zuric  and  Berne,  (Fribourg  hav- 
ing renounced  their  alliance  when 
the  town  embraced  the  reforma- 
tion) by  which  treaty,  it  is  allied 
ivith  the  Swifs  cantons. 

The  Jaft  attempt  of  the  Houfe 
pf  Savoy  agaioR  Geneva,  was  in 
1602  ;  when  Charles  Emanuel 
treacheroufly  attacked  the  town 
during  a  profound  peace.  Two 
Jiandred  of  his  foldicrs  fcaled  the 
walls  in  the  night,  when  the  in- 
habitants were  repofipd  in  unfuf- 
pe6ling  fecurity  ;  but  being  timely 
difcovercd,  they  were  rcpulfcd  by 
the  defperate  valour  of  a  few  citi- 
zens,  who  gloriouily  facrificed 
their  lives  in  defence  of  the  liber- 
ti/es  of  their  country,  {n  memory 
of  this  event,  an  infcription  is 
'  £xed  upo^i  the  town -houfe  ;  and 
fqme  of  the  fcaling-Udders,  which 
the  enemy  made  ufe  of  to  enter  the' 
town,  are  preferved  in  the  arfe- 
lial.  This  perfidy  occafioned  a 
i^ar,  which  was  terminated  the 
year  following  by  a  folemn  treaty  9 
%nce  which,  uninterrupted  peace 
has  been  maintained  between  the 
Houfe  of  Savoy  and  Geneva  :  but 
n  was  not  till  17549  that  the 
King  of  Sardinia  acknowledged, 
by  a  formal  adV,  the  independence 
of  this  republic. 

No  fooner  was  peacic  ponclude4 
with  the  Houfe  of  Savoy,  than  the 
ilames  of  internal  difcord,  fo  apt 
to  kindle  in  popular  governments^ 
and  which  bad  been  (mothered  by 
their  common  danger  from  a  fo- 
reign enemy,  bfgan  to  appear. 
Accordingly,  during  the  greareft 
{art  of  the  lali  ceatury^  to   ^e 


prefent  period,  the  hiflory  of  Ge^* 
neva  contains  little  more  than  a 
narrative  of  contentions  between 
the  ariftocratical  and  the  popular- 
party.  Thefe  mutual  ftrugglcs 
have  occafionally  been  exerted  with 
(b  much  violence  and  animoficy,  as 
to  have  threatened,  for  a  moment, 
a  total  revolution  in  the  dates  but 
happily,  however,  they  have  al- 
ways been  compromifed  without 
producing  any  fatal  effects. 

About  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century,  the  power  of  the 
council  of  two  hundred  was  be> 
come  almoU  abfolute.  In  order  to 
reitrain  their  authority,  the  popu- 
lar party,  in  ^707,  procured  a 
law,  by  which  it  was  enabled, 
that  every  five  years  a  general 
council  of  all  the  citizens  and 
burghers  (hould  b^  holden,  to  de- 
liberate upon  ihe  affairs  of  the  re- 
public. Agreeably  to  this  law, 
a  general  alTembly  was  convened 
in  1712 ;  an'd  the  very  firll  a£l  ex- 
erted by  the  people  in  this  their 
tolle£live  capacity,  was  the  total 
abolition  of  the  above-mentioned 
ordinance.  An  event  of  fo  iingo- 
lar  a  nature  can  hardly  be  ac- 
counted for  upon  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  popular  ficklenefs  and  in- 
confiftency :  accordingly  RoufTeau, 
in  his  Lett  res  ecrites  de  la  Mon^ 
tQgne^  imputes  it  to  (he  artifices  of 
the  magiilrates ;  and  to  the  equi- 
vocal ternis  markcti  upon  the  bil- 
lets then  in  ufe.  for,  the  queftioa 
propofed  to  the  people  being, 
**  Whether  the  opinion  of  the 
«<  councils,  for  abolilhang  the 
'f  periodical  general  aflembliet, 
««  (hould  pafs  into  1^  law?"  the 
iyords  employed  o^  the  billets  de- 
livered for  that  purpofe,  were,  0/- 
frobation^reje^ioni  fo  that  which- 
ever fide  was  taken,-  it  Camp   tq 
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the  fome  point.  If  the  billet  of 
mppfbatton  were  chofen ;  the  opi- 
nion of  the  councils  which  reje^ed 
the  periodical  affembly,  was  ap- 
proved I  if  that  of  rijiSiiott ;  then 
the  periodical  aflembly,  was  re- 
jeclcd  of  coarfe.  Accordingly,  fe- 
veral  of  the  citizens  afterwards 
complained  that  they  had  been  de- 
ceived, as  they  never  meant  to  re- 
ject the  general  afTcmbly,  but  only 
the  opinion  of  the  councils. 

In  confequence  of  this  extraos- 
dJnary  repeal,  the  power  of  the 
ariflocracy  continued  increailng'till 
within  thefe  few  years;  when  the 
citizens,  by  a  fingular  conjundion 
of  favourable  circ  urn  fiances,  joined 
to  an  uncommon  fpirit  of  union 
and  perfeverance,  have  procured 
feveral  changes  to  be  made  in  the 
conllitution  of  Geneva;  by  which 
the  authority  of  the  magiftrates  has 
been  limited,  and  the  privileges 
of  the  people  have  been  enlarged. 
Happy !  if  they  know)  where  to 
Hop;  left,  continuing  to  extend 
the  bounds  of  their  own  preroga- 
tives,  they  (hake  the  foundations 
of  civil  government,  by  too  much 
reilraining  the  power  of  the  magi* 
ilraces. 

The  prefent  conflitntion  of  Ge- 
neva, may  be  confidered  as  a  mean 
between  that  of  the  other  ariftocra- 
tical  and  popular  cantons  of  Swif- 
ferland :  more  democraiical  than 
any  of  the  former,  inafmnch  as  the 
fovereign  and  legi dative  authority 
entirely  refides  in  the  general  af« 
femblyof  the  citizens  and  burghers | 
and  more  ariftocr&tical  than  the 
latter,  becaufe  the  powers  vefted 
in  the  great  and  little  councils  are 
yery  confiderable. 

The  members  of  the  fenate,  or 
little  council  of  twenty-five,  enjoy, 
}l|  their  corporate  capacity,  feveral 


prerogatives  almoft  as  great  aa 
thofe  which  are  poflefled  by  that 
of  the  moft  ariftocratical  dates* 
They  nominate  half  the  mem- 
bers  of  the  great  council ;  the 
principal  magi  Urates  are  taken 
from  their  body ;  they  convoke 
the  great  council  and  the  gene^ 
ral  afTembly  of  the  citixens  and 
burghers ;  they  previoudy  delibe* 
rate  upon  every  qneftion  which  ia 
to  be  brought  into  the  great  coun- 
cil, and  from  thenqe  intO'  the  ge- 
neral affembly :  in  other  words* 
in  them  is  lodged  the  power  of 
propofing  ;  confequently,  as  every 
a^  mud  originate  from  them,  no 
law  can  pafs  without  their  appro^* 
bation.  In  this  fenate  Is  vefted 
alfo  the  chief  executive  power; 
the  adminifiration  of  the  finanjces; 
and,  to  a  certain  degree,  jurifdlc- 
tion  in  civil  and  criminal  caufes^ 
They  nominate,  likewife,  to  mof( 
of  the  fmaHer  polls  of  government; 
and  enjoy  the  fole  privilege  of  con- 
ferring burgherlhip.  They  com- 
pofe,  moreover,  in  conjundioo  witli 
thirty-five  members  of  their  own 
choofing,  the  fecret  council ;  which 
never  afifemblies  but  by  their  con- 
voking, and  only  upon  extraordi- 
nary occafions. 

Thefe  confiderable  prerogatives* 
however,  are  counterbalanced  At 
well  by  the  privileges  of  the  gteat 
council,  as  by  the  franchifes  of 
the  general  aiTembly.  The  prero- 
gatives of  the  former  confift  in 
choofing  the  members  of  the  fe- 
nate from  their  own  body ;  in  re- 
ceiving,appeals  in  all  cau fes  above 
a  certain  value ;  in  pardoning  cri* 
minals  ;  in  difpofing  of  the  moft 
important  charges  of  government* 
thofe  excepted  which  ^re  confer- 
red by  the  general  aiTembly ;  and 
in  approving  or  rejecting  whatever 
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i|  propoied  by  tlie  fenate  to  be 
bid  before  the  people. 

The  fovereign  coonci]>  or  ge- 
neral a&mbly  af  the  people,  is 
coinpofed  of  the  citixens  and  bur- 
ghers of  the  towD  :  their  number, 
in  general,  amounts  to  about 
1^500,  but  it  is  feldom  that  more 
than  l,2pp  convene;  the  remaio- 
dpr  being  either  fettled  in  foreign 
countries.  Or  are  ufually  abfent* 
%  ought  to  have  explained  to  you 
Iboner,  the  diftindion  between  r#- 
tixiJu  and  turghirs:  the  latter,  are 
cither  the  Tons  of  citizens  or  bur- 
ghers  •,  born  out  of  Geneva,  or 
liave  obtained  the  burgherihip  by 
purchafc^  the  former,  are  the  fons 
of  citizens  or  burghers,  born  within 
the  town  of  Geneva.  The  burghers 
may  be  chofen  into  the  council  of 
two  hundred,  but  the  citizens  can , 
alone  tuxtt  into  the  fenate,  and 
pofiefs  the  charges  appropriated  to 
that  body. 

The  general  alTemiily  meets 
twice  a  year ;  choofes  the  prin- 
cipal nagidrates  ;  a  (Tents  to  or  re- 
je^s  the  laws  and  regulations  pro- 
pofed  by  the  councils  ;  impofeff 
taxes  ;  contrads  alliances  ;  de- 
clares war  or  peace ;  and  nomi- 
nates one  half  of  the  members  of 
the  great  council.  All  queftions 
that  come  before  them  are  decid* 
Cfi  by  the  majority  of  voices ;  and 
each  member  delivers  his  vote 
Vithout  having  the  liberty  of  de- 
bating. The  reilriflion  is  cer- 
tainly reafonablei  (or,  in  a  popu- 
l^i  aflembly,  Hb;e  this  of  Geneva, 
compofed  pf  citizens,  the  meaneft 
of  whom  i«  well  verfed  in  the  con- 


flitution  of  the  commonwealth,  audi 
where  the  people  in  general  have 
a  flrong  propenfity  to  enter  inta 
political  difcuffions;  if  every  voter 
were  permitted  to  fupport  aid  en- 
force his  opinion  •  by  argument, 
there  would  be  no  end  of  debate, 
and  the  whole  time  would  be  con- 
fumed  in  petulant  declamation. 

3ut  the  principal  check  to  the 
power  of  the  little  council,  arifet 
from  the  method  of  eledling  the 
fyndics,  and  from  the  right  of  re^ 
pre/tntatf9H.  With  refpedt  to  the 
former,  the  four  fyndics,  or  chiefs 
of  the  republic,  are  chofen  an- 
nually out  of  the  litile  council,  by 
the  general  afTcmbly ;  and  there 
mud  be  an  interval  of  three  years 
before  the  fame  members  can  be 
again  elcfted.  The  ufual  mode  of 
ele^lion  is  as  follows: — The  little 
council  nominate  eight  of  their 
members  for  candidates,  who  muft 
be  approved  by  the  great  counc<)*j| 
and  out  of  thefe  eight,  the  gene- 
ral alTembly  choofe  the  four  fyn- 
dics.  They  have  it  in  their  pow* 
er,  however,  not  only  to  rejeci 
thefe  eight  propofcd  candidates, 
but  alfo  all  the  other  members  of 
the  fenate  fucceflively  :  and  ia 
that  cafe,  four  members  are  takcQ 
from  the  great  council,  and  pro« 
pofed  to  the  general  alTembly.  If 
thefe  are  appointed  fyndics,  they 
immediately  become  members  of 
the  fenate ;  and  an  equal  number 
of  that  body  are  at  the  fame  time 
degraded,  and  retire  into  the  great 
council.  No  inftance,  however, 
har  yet  occurred  of  the  general 
affembly  having  exerted  this  power 


•  The  children  of  thofc  who  arc  employed  in  foreign  countries,  in  the  (enrice 
of  the  ftate,  although  t>pm  out  of  Geneva,  are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  citU 
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of  expelliag  four  members  from 
the  feaate*. 

With  TcfpeQ,  to  the  other  re- 
ilrainc  I  mentioned  upon  the  power 
of  the  little  council^  the  right 
of  reprtfentatm :  every  citizen  or 
burgher^  either  iingly  or  in  a  body, 
has  the  privilege  of  applying  to  the 
fenate  ia  order  to  procure  fome  new 
regulation,  or  of  remonllrating  a- 
gainll  any  a£i  of  the  magiftracy. 
Thefe  reprefentations  have  proved 
one  of  the  principal  means,  per- 
haps,  of  fecuring  the  liberties  of 
the  people  from  the  refpcftive  en- 
croachments  of  the  two  councils  ; 
as  they  have  frequently  prevented 
the  magillrates  from  dretching  their 
authority  to  the  fame  arbitrary  ex- 
tent that  has  been  pra^ifed  in  fome 
of  the  other  commonwealths  of 
Swiiferland.  The  magiflrates  are 
obliged  to  give  an  explicit  anfwer 
to  thefe  reprefentations;  for,  if 
the  firft  is. not  confidered  as  fatis* 
faflory,  a  fecond  remonilrance  is 
prcfentcd.  According  to  the  na- 
ture and  importance  of  the  com* 
plaint,  the  reprefentation  is  made 
by  a  greater  or  lefs  number  of  ci- 
tizens; and  it  has  fometimes  hap- 
pened that  each  remonilrance  has 
been  ac(:ompanied  by  feveral  hun^ 
dred,  in  different  bodies. 

The  falaries  of  the  feveral  ma- 
giftrates  are  io  inconfiderable,  as 
not  to  o0er  any  temptation  on  the 
iide  of  pecuniary  emolument:  a 
ienie  of  honour,  a  fpirit  of  ambi- 
tion, the  defire  of  ferving  their 
country,  together  with  that  perfO"* 
nal  credit  which  is  derived  from 
cxercifiiig  any  office  in  the  admi- 
jiifiration,  are  the  principal  mo- 


tives which  aduate  the  candidates 
to  folicit  a  (hare  in  the  ibagiftracy. 
Accordingly,  the  public  pofts  ara 
generally  filled  with  men  of  tho 
firft  abilities,  and  of  the  moft  re* 
fpedlable  charaders.  The  revei 
nues  of  government,  at  the  higheft 
calculation,  fcarcely  amount  to 
30,000  pounds  a  year  ;  a  fum, 
however,  <which,  by  a  well  rego* 
lated  ceconomy,  is  more  than  fuf* 
ficient  to  defray  the  current  eiN 
pences:  fo  that  this  republic  is  en- 
abled to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of 
its  fubje^s,  from  an  income,  which 
fome  individuals,  both  in  England 
and  France,  fquander  in  vain  pomp 
and  vicious  dilFipation. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that,  in  a 
republic  fo  free  as  this  of  Geneva, 
and  where  the  true  principlei  of 
liberty  are  fo  well  and  fo  generally^ 
nnderOood,  there  fliould  be  no  pre* 
cife  code  of  penal  laws :  for,  al* 
though  the  ^form  of  the  proceft  it 
fettled  with  great  precifion,  yet  the 
trial  of  the  criminal  is  private,  and 
the  punifhment  left  to  the  arbi« 
trary  decifion  of  the  magiftrate, 
Nor  are  the  franchifes  of  the  peo- 
ple afcertained  with  that  accuracy 
one  might  well  have  expelled. 
Indeed,  under  Ademar  Fabri,  bi- 
(hop  of  Geneva  in  the  fourteenth 
century,  a  certain  number  of  po- 
litical  regulations,  both  civil  and 
criminal,  together  with  feveral 
particular  cuHoms  and  liberties, 
were  drawn  up  in  form ;  and  the 
bi(hop  took  an  oath  to  obferve 
them.  Thefe  flatntes,  if  they  may 
be  fo  called,  were  alfo  confirmed 
by  Amadeas  VIII.  duke  of  Savoy^ 
in  all  cafes  of  controverfy,    the 


*  Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  been  informed,  that  the  citisens  and 
burghers  expelled  four  members  frpm  the  fenate,  at  the  «lcAion  9f  magi^atet 
|br  the  year  J 777. 
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people  appeal  to  this  code  ;  but  it 
/la  not  only  compiled  in  a  very  in- 
accurate <and  confufed^manner,  but 
the  magiftrates  rcfufe  to  be  gover- 
ned by  it,  becaufe  it  was  publifhed 
before  the  independence  of  the  re- 

}>ublic  was  confirmed.  With  re. 
pe£t  to  the  feveral  laws  which  have 
fince  been  ena^ed  in  the  general 
•flembly  ;  fome  few  of  them  in- 
deed are  printed,  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  public,  but  the  red  remain 
in  the  archives  of  the  fenate :  for, 
there  being  no  particular  fecretary 
belonging  to  the  general  affembly ; 
all  the  laws  which  they  pafs  are 
takeiydown  by  the  fecretary  to  the 
fenate;  fo  that  the  latter  are  the 
fole  depofitaries  of  thofe  edifls 
which  ought  to  be  laid  open  to  the 
infpeAion  of  the  whole  commu* 
Dity.  The  people  have  repeatedly 
demanded  a  precife  code  of  muni- 
cipal and  penal  laws,  fo  exprefs 
mod  determinate,  that  nothing  may 
be  left  to  the  arbitrary  decihon  of 
the  magiftrate;  but  the  fenate  has 
always  found  means  of  evading  this 
very  reafonable  and  juft  reqaifi- 
tion. 

Their  code  of  civil  law  is  the 
moft  perfefl  part  of  this  conllitu- 
tion  :  all  matters  concerning  com- 
nrierce  are  well  regulated  by  it ; 
and  private  property  fecurely  guar- 
ded. It  if  unnecefTary  to  trouble 
you  with  a  particulardetail  of  the 
Sumptuary  laws ;  they  are  much 
the  fame  as  thofe  in  moft  of  the 
other  ftatcs  cf  SwiiTerland,  where 
reftridlions  of  that  kind  are  en- 
forced. But  there  is  one  law,  re- 
lating to  bankrupts,  too  fingularly 
fevere  net  to  be  mentioned.  If  a 
mem'bcr  of  either  council  beconies 
a  bankrupt,  he  is  immediately  de. 
gtaded  ;  and  from  that  moment  is 
rendeied  incapable  of  holding  any, 


poft  under  government,  until  IiQ 
fhall  have  difcharged  all  the  jufl 
demands  of  his  creditors :  even  hi« 
children  are  fubjeded  to  the  fame 
difgrace;;/  and  no  citizen  can  exer- 
cife.  any  public  employment  what- 
focver,  while  the  debts  of  his  fa* 
ther  remain  unpaid. 

In  this  city,  as  in  all  the  othei: 
principal  towns  in  SwiiTerland,  a 
public  granary  is  eflablilhed.    Ma« 
gazines  of  this  kind  are  ufeful  ia 
all  flares,  but  are  more  particularly 
necelTary  in  fo  populous  a  place  af 
Geneva;  which,  if  the  neighbour- 
ing powers  were  to  prohibit  the  ex- 
portation of  corn  into  the  territory 
of  the  repu blic, might  be  expofed  to 
all  the  horrors  of  a  general  famine, 
The  benefit  of  this  inftitutiq^  has 
been    frequently    experienced    iq 
times  of  fcarcity :  and  all  authors 
who   have   publiflied  obfervation^ 
upon  the  government  of  Geneva, 
have  agreed  in  mentioning  it  wit^ 
the  praifes  it  deferves.     But  they 
have  overlooked  one  great  dcfe^l 
in  its  regulation,  and  which  is  not 
imputable  to  the  management  of 
thofe  public  granaries  which  are 
eftablilhed   in  Berne  and    Zuric. 
The  chamber  9/  corn,  as  it  is  here 
called,  is   a   committee    from   the 
great  council  of  two  hundred,  em. 
powered  to  fupply  the  granary  with 
that  commodity,    at  the   expence 
of  government.  This  corn  is  dried 
by  means  of  machines  well  con- 
trived for  that  purpofe  ;    retailed 
out  to  the  inn-keepers  and  bakers; 
a  confiderable  profit  accrues  to  go* 
vernment:  and  there  is  al\vays,  iri 
cafe  of  neceffity,  a  fuf&cient  quaa. 
tity  in  referve  to  fupp6rt.the  xnha« 
|;>itants  during  a  year  and  a  half. 
Thus  far,  all  is  right:  h^x  theii 
the  burdeii  of  this  iiiftitutipn  fy\^% 
upon  the  poor.    For,  as  the  direo* 
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tcrs  boy  the  corn  at  the  cheapeft 
race  ;  retail  thai  part  of  it  which 
has  been  kept  the  longefl ;  and 
vend  it  at  an  higher  price  than  it 
is  fold  in  the  neighbouring  territo- 
ries ;  the  bakers  muft  con^quentl/ 
fell  their  bread  dearer,  and  not  of 
fo  good  a  quality,  as  that  which 
may  be  pufchafcd  on  the  frontiers 
of  Savoy.  But -the  importation  of 
bread  is  llriflly  prohibited :  thofe 
families,  therefore,  who  can  af- 
lord  it,  lay  in  a  prpvi/ion  of  corn 
for  their  own  ufe;  while  the  poorer 
fort  fufFer,  by  being  obliged  to 
parchafe,  at  an  advanced  price, 
their  daily  provifton  from  the  ba- 
kers. Perhaps,  ho-.v^ver,  the  go- 
vernment is  not  fuflicieucly  rich  tp 
put  (heir  granary  upon  ttie  faihe 
footing  with  thofe  of  Berne  and 
Zuric,  by  facri£cing  the  proEt  a* 
riiing  from  the  chatobcr  of  corn. 

The  town  is  llrongly  fortified  on 
the  fide  of  Savoy  ;  and  a  garrifon 
of  about  nine  hundred  men  con^ 
iiantly  maintained  :  but  thefe  for* 
tifications,  and  this  garrifon,  arc 
only  fufiicient  to  guard  them  from 
any  fuddeu  attack ;  they  could  not 
defend  them  long  againft  a  reg^a- 
lar  ficge.  The  great  fecurity  of 
the  republic  coniiits  in  its  alliance 
with  the  Swifs  cantons,  by  means 
of  Zuric  and  Berne  :  and,  as  it  is 
the  incereft  both  of  the  king  of 
France  and  the  king  of  Sardinia  to 
keep  well  with  the  Swifs,  and  to 
preferve  the  independence  of  Ge- 
neva; it  derives  its  greatefl  fecu« 
rity  from  ^hat,  in  fome  cafes, 
would  be  it^s  greateft  danger ; 
namely,  that  its  territory  borders 
upon  the  dominions  of  fuch  power- 
ful neighbours. 

This  republic  is  the  only  com- 
monwealth in  SwifTerland,  that  has 
no  regular  companies  in  any  foreign 


fervice ;  wifely  prohibiting  the  cn- 
lifting  of  mercenaries  in  every  part 
of  its  territory. 


RefteBions  upon  the  general  State  of 
the  thirteen  Swifs  Cantons.  From 
the  fame. 

HAVING,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
former  letters,  communicat-s 
ed  to  you  fuch  obfervations  as  I 
was  able  to  make  during  my  tour' 
through  SwiiTerland,  concerning 
the  laws,  government,  (late  of  li- 
terature, &c.  of  each  cantdki  ia 
particular ;  I  will  now  requeft  froni 
ycu  the  fame  candid  indulgence  I.. 
have  fo  repeatedly  experienced^ 
whilll  I  lay  before  yon  a  few  con- 
cluding remarks,  in  relation  to  the 
ftate  cf  SwiiTerland  in  general. 

There  is  no  part  of  Europe 
which  -contains,  within  the  famd 
extent  of  region,  fo  many  inde- 
pendent commonwealths,  and  fuck 
a  variety  of  different  governmentSp 
as  are  collected  together  in  this  re- 
markable and  delightful  country; 
and  yet,  with  fuch  wifdom  was  the 
Helvetic  union  compofed,  and  fo 
little  have  the  Swifs,  of  late  years, 
been  aduated  with  the  fpirit  of 
conquell,  that  iince  the  firm  and 
complete  eflabliihment  of  their 
general  confederacy,  they  have 
fcarcely  ever  had  occafioh  to  em* 
ploy  their  arms  again IV  a  foreign 
enemy;  and  have  had  no  hoftile 
commotions  among  themfelves'that 
were  not  very  foon  happily  termi- 
nated. Perhaps  there  is  not  a  (i- 
roilar  inflance  in  ancient  or  modera 
hidory,  of  a  warlike  people;  divi- 
ded into  little  independent  repub- 
lics, clofely  bprdering  upon  each 
"ottier,  and  of  courfe  having  occa* 
iionaliy  interfering  intereds,  hav- 
ing 
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ipg  contiauedy  during  fo  long  a 
period 4  in  an  almofl  uninterrupted 
i^ate  of  tranqaillicy;  And  thus^ 
while  the  feveral  neighbouring 
kingdoms  have  fufFered,  by  turns, 
all  the  horpors  of  internal  war,  this 
favoured  nation  hath  enjoyed  the 
fblicky  defcribed  by  Lucretius,  and 
looked  down  with  Security  upon 
4>e  various  tempcfts  that  have  Iha- 
ken  the  world  around  them. 

But  the  happinefs  of   a    long 
peace,  has  neither  broken  the  fpi- 
rit,  nor  enervated  the  arm  of  this 
people.     The  youth  are  diligently 
trained  to  all  the  martial  exercifes, 
fuch    as    running,  wreitling,  and 
flipoting  both  with  the  crofs-bow 
and  the   muiket ;   a  confiderable 
number,  of  well-difciplined  Swifs 
troops  arc   always    employed    in 
foreign  fervices ;    and  the   whole 
people  are  enrolled,  and  regularly 
•xercifed  in  their  refpedlive  mili- 
tia.    By  thefe  means  they  are  ca. 
pable,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  necef- 
ia27,  of  coUeAing  a  ytry  refpedt- 
able  body  of  forces,  which  could 
not  fail  of  proving  formidable  to 
any  enemy  who  (hould  invade  their 
country,  or  attack-  their  liberties. 
Thu%   whil^  moft  of   the    other 
dates  upon  the  continent  are  tend- 
ing more  and  more  towards  a  mi- 
litary government,  SwifTerland  a- 
lone  has  no  (landing  armies;  and 
yet,  from  the  nature  of  its  iituation, 
from  its  particular  alliances,  and 
from  the  policy  of  its  internal  go- 
vernment, is  more  fecure  from  in- 
vafion  than   any  other   European 
power,  and  full  as  able  to  with- 
(land  the  greateft  force  that  can  be 
brought  againft  it. 

But  the  felicity  of  SwifTerland 
does  not  confift  merely  in  being 
peculiarly  exempted  from  the  bar* 


dens  and  miferies  of  war ;  ther^  i# 
no  country  in  which  happinefs  and 
content  more  univerfally  prevail 
among  the  people.  For,  whether 
the  government  be  ariftocr^tical^ 
democratical,  or  mixed;  abfolute 
or  limited  ;  a  general  fpirit  of  li- 
berty pervades  and  aduates  the 
feveral  conftitutions  ;  fo  that  even 
the  oligarchical  dates  (which,  of 
all  others,  are  ufually  the  mod  ty- 
rannical) are  here  peculiarly  mild; 
and  the  property  of  the  fabjed  is 
fecurely  guarded  agaiifd  every  kind 
of  violation. 

But  there  is  one  general  defe^ 
in  their  criminal  jntifprudencei 
which  prevails  throughout  this 
country.  For,  although  the  Caro-^ 
line  code,  as  it  is  dyled,  or  the 
code  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the 
Vth,  forms  in  each  of  the  repnb^ 
lies  the  principal  bafis  of  their  pe- 
nal laws,  with  particular  modifica* 
tions  and  additions  in  different  dif- 
trids ;  yet  much  too  great  a  lati* 
tnde  is  allowed  to  the  refpeftive 
judges,  who  are  lefa  governed'  in 
their  determinations  by  this  code, 
or  any  other  written  law,  than  by 
the  common  principles  of  juflrce* 
*How  far  long  experience  may  ha>re 
juilified  the  prudence  of  trofling 
them  with  this  extraordinary  pri- 
vilege, I  cannot  fay  ;  bat  difcre- 
tionary  powers  of  this  kind,  ar^ 
undoubtedly  liable  to  the  moft 
alarming  abufe,  and  can  never^ 
without  the  greated  hazard,  be 
committed  to  the  hands  of  the  ma<^ 
gidrate. 

1  cannot  forbear  refledting,  upon 
this  occafion,  on  the  fuperior  mf^ 
dom,  in  the  prefent  in  dance,  at 
well  as  in  many  others,  of  oor  own 
mod  invaluable  conditntk>D ;  and 
indeedj  it  is  impoflible  for  an  Bng« 
liAmam 
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li  ill  man  lo  obferve,  in  his  travels^ 
the  governments  of  other  countries^ 
without  becoming  a  warmet*  and 
more  afFe^ionate  admirer  of  his 
own.  In  England,  the  life  and 
liberty  of  the  fubjed  does  not  de- 
pend  upon  the  arbitrary  decifton 
of  his  judge,  but  is  fecuredby  ,ex- 
prefs  laws,  from  which  no  magi- 
ftrate  can  depart  with  impunity. 
This  guarded  precifion,  it  is  true, 
may  occafionaily,  perhaps,  be  at- 
tended with  fome  inconveniences; 
but  they  are  ovei balanced  by  ad- 
viantagesof  To  much  greater  weight 
as  to  be  fcarcely  perceptible  in  the 
fcales  of  julUce.  1  do  not  mean, 
however,  lo  throw  any  imputation 
upon  the  officers  of  criminal  jurif- 
didtion  in  SwiiTerland :  as  far  as  I 
could  obferve,  they  ad  mini  Her  dif-, 
tributive  joftice  with  an  impartial 
and  equitable  hand. 

I  remarked,  with  peculiar  fatis- 
fa&ion,  the  excellent  (lace  of  the 
prifons  throughout  this  country, 
und  the  humane  precautions  which 
the  feveral  legiflatures  have  taken 
with  refpedt  to  felons:  a  circum- 
(iance  which  could  not  fail  of 
(Iriking  me  the  more  forcibly,  as 
the  contrary  is  but  too  viiible  in 
England.  In  Swifierland,  the  cri- 
minals are  confined  in  wholefomc 
and  feparate  wards;    and  inftead 


of  languiihing  long  in  prifon,  to 
the  great  injury  of  their  health,  or 
total  wafte  of  their  little  remnant 
of  money ;  they  are  almoft  imme- 
diately brought  to  trial.    In  Eng- 
land, a  criminal,  or  one  fufpeded 
to  be  fuch,  may  be  confined  fix 
months  before  his  fate  {hall  be  de- 
termined :  and  if  he  happen  to  be 
proved  innocent,  and  fhould  be  i«  . 
low  circum (lances ;  the  lofs  of  hit 
time,  together  with  the  expences 
of  the  eaol-fees,  may  probably  oc« 
cafion   nis   utter  ruin  ;  while  bis 
morals  are  in  no  lefs  danger,  by 
being  compelled  to  aiTociate  wtck 
a  fet  of  abandoned  wretches,  loft 
to  all  fenfe  of  fhame,  and  encoo- 
f^ging  each  other  in  their  common 
profligacy.    How  mvch  is  it  to  be 
lamented,  th^t,  while  oar  code  of 
criminal  jurifprudence  is  in  gene« 
ral  formed  upon  principles,  whick. 
diilinguiih  us  with  honour  among 
tl^*  nations  of  Europe ;    that  our 
coftrts  of  juftice  are  thrown  opem. 
toJthe  view  of  ail  the  world  ;  and 
tHiit  we  enjoy  the  ineftimable  afid 
almod  peculiar  privilege  of  being 
tried  by  our  equals ;   how  muck 
(I  cannot  forbftar  repeating)  is  ic 
to  be    lamented,   that    the   fame 
equitable  and  ]\ttmane  fpirit  ihonid 
be  found  wanting  in  fo  important 
an  article  of  our  penal  laws*. 

One 


♦  For  a  more  particular  account  of  the  prifona  In  Swiflferland,  the  reader  it 
referred  to  a  trcatife  concerning  «*  The  ftate  of  the  prijons  in  England  and  IVaJetf 
*^  and  an  account  of  fome  foreign  frifonSf*ij  John  Howard^  £fq\  1777/'  In 
this  treatife  (which  merits  the  alteniion  of  every  friend  to  humanity)  the  wor- 
thy author  has  produced  many  melancholy  proof*  of  the  fad  ft^c  ot  the  Engli(h 
prifons,  and  liow  very  inferior  diey  are  to  thofe  abroad  in  every  circumitance 
relating  to  the  health  and  good  government, of  tho  unhappy  peribn^t  confined  in 
th^m.  And  it  cannot  but  atford  him  the  moft  fenfibic  lati8ia,5iion  to  find,  that  y 
bis  benevolent  and  pcrlevering  labours  have  already  been  proda£Uve  of  Ibme 
very  advantageous  regulations,  particularly  concerning  the  fees  of  prifoners 
who  fliall  be  acquitted,  and  the  prevention  of  the  gaol  diftemper.  As  Mr.  H.: 
^1  coniimics  his  laudable  reicarches  ilu-ough  all  the  moft  confiderible  priibus 
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One  caoDOt  bot  be  afloniibed> 
as  we]l  as  conceroed,  to  fiod,  that 
so  a  coon  cry  where  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  civil  govern meot  are  fo 
well  uoderflood  and  (6  generally 
mdopted  as  in  Swiflierland,  that  the 
trial  by  torture  is  not  yet  abolifii- 
cd  :  for,  in  feme  particular  cafes, 
the  fnfpe^cd  criminal  is  ftiil  pnt 
to  the  rack.  The  inefficacy,  no 
lefs  than  the  inhumanity,  of  en. 
deavouring  to  extort  the  truth  by 
the  feveral  horrid  in  fir  amen  ts 
which  too  ingenious  cruelty  has 
deviled  for  that  porpcfe,  has*  been 
fo  often  expofed  by  the  abhd  wri- 
ters, that  it  would  be  equally  im- 
pertinent and  fuperfluous  to  trou- 
ble you  with  any  refledlions  of  mine 
upon  the  fubjed:  and  indeed,  the 
whole  ftrength  of  the  fsveral  argu- 
neots  that  have  been  urged  upon 
this  occafion,  is  comprifed  im  the 


rery  jnft  and  pointed  obfenratibd 
of  the  admirable  Brayere,  that  id 
neflin  eft  une  ifrvtrntiam  marHftiHemft 
\S  t  cut -a  fait  Jure,  pour  ferdrt  mm 
innocent  qui  a  la  complexim  foihU,  f^ 
/oMvre  an  ccufakle  qui  eft  nerohufte^i 
I  cannot,  however,  but  add^  aa 
juflice  to  the  Swifs,  that  zealous 
advocates  have  not  been  wanting 
among  them  for  the  total  abolitioa 
of  torture  :  but  arguments  of  rea- 
fon,  and  feotiments  of  hamanity, 
have  been  fonnd,  even  io  this  ci- 
vilized and  enlightened  coontry, 
to  avail  little  again  ft  inreterate 
cbftom  and  long- confirmed  prcju« 
dices  t- 

Learning  is  lefs  generally  dif- 
fnfed  among  the  catholic  than  thd 
protedant  ftates :  but  in  both,  si 
man  of  letters  will  find  abondant 
opportuniiies  of  gratifying  his  re* 
fearches  and  improving  his  know- 


upon  the  continent,  and  intends  fubnutting  the  refult  of  them  to  rhe  confideratioif 
of  Parliament  j  it  may  juftly  be  hoped,  tluit  he  will  be  rewarded  with  the  happi* 
sieft  of  having  become  the  means  of  eiife<rluAlly  fixing  the  attention  of  the  Bntifls 
Senate  upon  an  objifft  fo  highly  deferving  the  care  of  evtry  wife  and  humans 
kgillature. 

•  Cara^cres,  Vol.  li.  p.  203/ 

f  Criminal  jullicc  \\  here,  as  in  the  greateft  part  of  Europe,  adminiflered  agree- 
ably to  the  rules  of  the  civil  law.  According  to  the  maxims  of  that  code,  the  cri- 
minal's confefTion  is  ahfolutely  requifite,  in  order  to  his  fuffering  capial  puniih- 
roent  \  and  confcquentiy,  all  thofe  nations  who  have  not  eftablifited  a  new  code  ^ 
criminal  jurifprudcnce,  retain  the  ufe  of  torture. 

The  preient  king  of  PruflTia,  it  is  well  known,  fct  the  example  in  Genhaiiy^ 
of  aboliihing  this  inhuman  pra6Vice ;  but  few,  perhaps,  are  apprifed,  that  the  firft 
hint  of  this  reformation  was  fuggeflod  to  him  by  reading  the  Hilioiy  of  England^ 
For,  one  of  tht  principal  arguments  in  fiippQrt  of  this  method  of  extorting  con- 
fdTi  >n,  bting  that  it  affords  the  belt  means  of  difcovenog  plots  againft  govern, 
ment  i  the  (agacious  monarch  remarked,  that  the  Brltifh  annals  fully  confuted  the 
^Uacy  of  that  reafoning.  Few  kingdoms,  he  obfen^d,  had  abounded  niore  in 
confpiracies  and  rebellions  than  England  \  and  vet,  that  the  leaders  and  abettors; 
of  them  had  been  more  fuccefsfully  traced  and  difcovered,  without  the  u(e  of 
torture,  than  in  any  country  where  it  was  |»radifedi  '<  From  thence,**  added 
this  wifesfkilitician,  fpeaking  upon  the  fubje^,  *'  I  faw  the  abfurdity  of  torture^ 
**  and  aMifhed  it  accordingly.** 

The  above  anecdote,  which  I  had  from  very  refpe£lable  authority,  bears  th^ 
moft  honourable  teftimony  to  the  efficacy  as  well  as  the  mildnefs  of  our  jpenal^ 
taws,  and  to-  the  fuperior  excellency  of  the  procefs  obfenred  in  our  courts  or  cii« 
minal  juftice. 

kdgci 
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ledge.  To  the  natural  philofo- 
pher,  Swiiferland  will  afFord  an 
inexhaultible  Iburce  of  entertain- 
ment and  intbrmacion,  as  well  trom 
the  greac  variety  of  phyfical  curi- 
olities  (o  plentifully  fpread  over  the 
country,  as  from  the.  confiderable 
number  of  perfons  eminently  fkiU 
Ifd  in  that  branch  of  fcier^ce.  in- 
deed in  every  town,  and  atmoft  in 
every  village,  the  curious  travel- 
ler will  meec  with  collfeftjons  wor- 
thy of  his  attention. 

With  refpedt  to  agriculture  ; 
there  is,  perhaps,  no  country  in 
the  world  where  the  advantageous 
etfe^ts  of  unwearied  and  perfever- 
ing  induftry  are  more  remarkably 
confpicuous.  In  travellint»;  over 
the  mounuinons  parts  of  Swifler- 
iand,  1  was  tlruck  with  admiration 
and  alloiiifhment,  to  obferve  rocks, 
that  were  formerly  barren,  now 
planted  with  vines,  or  abounding 
in  rich  patture  ;  and  to  mark  the 
traces  of  the  plough  along  the  fides 
of  precipices  fo  It^p,  that  it  muft 
be  with  great  dithcuity  that  a  horfe 
could  even  mount  them.  'In  a 
word,  the  inhabitants  ieem  to  have 
furmounted  every  obllrudtion  which 
foil,  fituation,  and  climate^/  had 
thrown  in  their  way,  and  to  have 
fpread  fertility  over  various  fpots 
of  the  country  vvbich  nature  f-'emed 
to  have  configned  to  everlafting 
b^rrennefs.  In  fine,  a  '  general 
(implicity  of  manners,  an  open 
and  unafFe£ied  franknefs,  together 
with  an  invincible  Ipirit  of  free- 
dom, may  juUly  be  mentioned  in 
the  number  of  thoTc  peculiar  qua- 
lities which  dignify  the  public  cha- 
raftcr  of  this  people,  and  diftin- 
guilb  them  with  honour  among  the 
nations  of  Europe* 


Vol.  XXII. 


j1  Sketch  0/  an  Hi  ft  meal  Panegyric 
on  the  Marfl^l  of  Berwick  ^  by  thg 
Prefident  Montefquien.  From 
Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of  fierwiclc. 

HE  was  born  on  ihe  a  1  ft  of  Aa- 
gull,  1670  ;  was  fon  of 
James,  Duke  of  York,  fmce  King 
of  England,  and  of  Mifs  Arabella 
Churchill.  Such  indeed  was  th# 
fite  of  this  houfe  of  Churchill, 
that  it  gave  birth  to  two  men,  who 
were  defined,  at  the  fame  timey 
e'ach  of  them  to  (hake,  and  to  fap^ 
port,  the  two  gieateft  monarchies 
of  Europe. 

At  feven  years  of  age  he  was 
fent  into  France  to  complete  hi* 
fludies,  and  follow  his  exercifet; 
The  Duke  of  York  having  fac- 
ceeded  to  the  crown  on  the  6th  dry 
of  February,  1685,  fent  him  th« 
following  year  into*  Hungary,  ind 
he  was  prefent  at  the  liege  of 
Buda. 

He  paiTed  the  winter  in  Eog* 
land,  where  the  King  created  him 
Duke  of  Berwick.  In  the  fpring 
he  returned  into  Hungary,  wherfe 
the  Emperor  gave  him  the  rank  of 
Colonel  to  command  TaafPs  regi- 
ment of  Cuirafliers.  He  ferved 
the  campaign  of  1687,  in  whick 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain  obuined  the 
vidory  at  Mohatz ;  and  on  his  re- 
turn to  Vienna,  the  Emperor  pro- 
moted him  to  the  rank  of  M<)jor- 
General. 

Th«s  the  Duke  of  Berwick  was 
firit  trained  to  arms,  under  the 
great  Duke  of  Lorrain  ;  and  his 
lite,  ever  iince,  has  been  in  a  manr- 
ner  entirely  devoted  to  this  pro- 
feflion.         ^ 

He     returned     into     England ; 
when  the  King  gave  him  the  go- 
vernment of    Portfmouth,   and  of 
the  county  of  Southampton.    He 
C  had 
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bad  already  a  renmeDt  of  infantry. 
The  regiment  of  horfe-gaards,  be- 
longing to  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  was 
afterwards  given  him:  fo  that  at 
feventeen  years  of  age»  he  was  in 
a  £cuation  highly  flattering  to  a 
van  of  an  elevated  mind ;  for  he 
faw  tbf  track  of  glory  open  before 
Jum«  and  was  in  a  way  of  being 
mble  to  perform  great  adioni. 

In  i6d8  the  Revolution  took 
place  in  England ;  and  amidft  the 
number  of  misfortunes  that  far- 
toonded  the  King  on  a  fudden»  the 
Duke  of  Berwick  was  charged  with 
affairs  of  the  higheft  confeqnence. 
The  King  having  fixed  upon  him 
for  a/Tembling  the  army,  one  of 
the  treacheries  committed  by  his 
mioifters  was  to  delay  the  (ending 
of  the  orders  for  this  purpofe,  that 
opportunity  might  be  given  to 
fome  other  perion  to  lead  off  the 
troops  to  the  Prince  of  Orange.  He 
accidentally  met  with  four  regi- 
JBCOts  that  were  intended  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
and  broaght  them  back  to  his  poft. 
Ht  exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmofl  in 
'«rder  tofave  Ponfmouth,  which  was 
blocked  op  by  fea  and  land,  and  had 
no  other  provifions  than  what  were 
daily  fupplied  by  the  enemy,  till 
ike  King  ordered  him  to  deliver 
up  that  fortrefs.  His  Majefty  hav- 
ing taken  the  refolution  to  make 
his  efcape  into  France,  the  Duke 
was  one  of  the  five  perfons  whom 
lie  entnifted  with  his  defign,  and 
who  followed  him.  The  King, 
immediately  on  his  landing,  fent 
ktm  to  Verfaillet  to  requeft  an  afy- 
Jum.  He  was  then  but  juft  eigh- 
teen years  old. 

Almoft  all  Ireland  having  pre- 
ferved  its  fidelity  to  King  James» 


that  prince  went  there  in  thei 
of  March,  1689 ;  and  an  onfortD* 
nate  war  enfued,  in  which  bravery 
was  always  confpicooos,  and  coo- 
do6t  always  deficient.  Of  this  war 
in  Ireland  it  may  be  €ud,  that  in 
London  it  was  confidered  ms  the 
bufinefs  of  the  day,  and  the  capi- 
tal concern  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
in  France,  it  was  looked  upon  as 
a  war  carried  on  from  motives  of 
particular  attachment  and  deco- 
rum. The  Bnglifli,  who  chofe  to 
avert  a  civil  war  from  themfelves, 
cruihed  the  kingdon  of  Ireland, 
It  feemed  even  as  if  the  French 
officers  who  were  fent  there,  were 
impreiTed  with  the  iame  ideas  as 
thofe  who  fent  them  :  they  had  bat 
three  objeds  in  view,  to  get  there, 
to  fight,  and  to  return.  Time  has 
(hewn  that  the  notions  of  the  £ng- 
liih  upon  thefe  matters  were  mote 
jull  than  oprs. 

The  Duke  of  Berwick  dilia* 
guilhed  himlelf  on  fome  particular 
occafions.  and  was  made  a  Lies- 
tenant-General. 

Lord  Tyrconnel,  on  lus  depar- 
ture for  France  in  the  year  1690, 
left  the  general  command  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  Ooke  of  Berinck. 
He  was  then  but  twenty  years  of 
age,  and  it  appeared  from  hit  oon- 
dad,  that  heaven  had  beftowcd 
prudence  upon  him  at  a  more  early 
period  of  life  than  opon  any  other 
man  of  his  time.  The  lola  of  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne  had  dtfcoarag- 
ed  the  Irifli  troops  :  Sang  William 
had  indeed  raifed  the  lege  of  Li- 
merick, and  was  retarnsd  into 
England ;  but  this  did  not  nock 
improve  the  (Ute  of  aiFairt.  Lord 
Churchill  *  landed  on  a'foddett  ir 
Ireland  with  eight  *h>i^^f|i|BJ 


*  Afterwards  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
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It  was  neceiTary  at  the  fame  time 
to  check  the  rapidity  of  his  pro* 
grefs,  to  re-eflabliih  the  army»  to 
diflipate  fadionst  and  to  conciliate 
the  minds  of  the  Irilh.  All  this 
was  effeded  by  the  Dake  of  Ber- 
wick. 

In  1 69 1,  the  Duke  of  Tyrcon- 
jiel  having  returned  into  Ireland , 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  went  back 
into  France,  and  attended  Lewis 
XIV.  as  volunteer,  to  the  fiege  of 
Mons.  He  ferved  in  the  fame  ca- 
pacity under  Marfhal  Luxembourg, 
in  the  campaign  of  1692,  and  was 
prefent  at  the  battle  of  Steinkirk. 
The  following  year  he  was  made 
Lieutenant-Genera]  in  France,  and 
acquired  much  honour  at  the  battle 
of  Neerwinden,  where  he  was 
taken  prifoner.  The  reports  ihat 
were  circulated  upon  this  occaiion, 
mu(t  certainly  have  originated  from 
perfons  who  had  the  higheft  idea 
of  his  lleadinefs  anil  courage.  He 
continued  to  ferve  in  Flanders  un« 
der  Marfhal  Luxembourg,  and 
afterwards  under  Marttial  Ville* 
roy. 

In  1696,  he  was  fent  privately 
into  England,  to  hold  a  conference 
with  fome  Engliih  noblemen,  who 
had  refolvod  to  reflore  the  King, 
He  was  charged  with  a  very  fbange 
kind  of  commiflion,  which  was  to 
induce  thefe  noblemen  to  z€t  a- 
gaind  common  fenfe.  He  did  not 
fncceed  ;  and  haftened  his  return 
qpoii  receiving  information  that 
there  was  a  plot  carrying  on  a- 
gainft  the  perfon  of  King  William, 
becaufe  he  did  not  chute  to  be  in* 
volved  in  this  confpiracy.  I  re- 
member having  heard  him  fay, 
that  a  man  had  diloovcred  him  by 
a  kind  of  family  likenefs ,  and  par- 
ticularly by  the  length  of  his  fin- 
gers s  that  liickily  this  man  hap* 


pened  to  be  a  Jacobite,  and  faii  to 
him,  G«</  hUfijou  in  all  y§ur  under ^ 
takittgs.  This  relieved  him  from 
his  embarraifment. 

The  Duke  of  Berwick  loft  hia 
firft  wife  in  the  month  of  June, 
1698.  He  had  married  her  in 
1695.  She  was  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Clanricard,  He  had  a  foa 
by  her,  who  was  born  on  the  2 lit 
of  06bber,  1696. 

In  1699  he  made  a  tour  into 
Italy,  and  at  his  return  married 
Maderooifelle  de  Bulkeley,  daugh* 
|er  of  Madame  de  Bulkeley,  Lady 
of  the  Bedchamber  to  the  Queen  of 
England,  and  of  M.  de  Balkeley» 
brother  of  Lord  BulkeleyT 

After  the  death  of  Charles  IL 
King  of  Spain,  Kiag  James  fenc 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  to  Rome,  t6 
congratulate  the  Pope  on  his  elec- 
tion, and  to  offer  him  his  fervicet 
to  command  the  army  that  France 
prelfed  him  to  raiA?,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  maintaining  a  neutrality  in 
Italy ;  and  the  Court  of  St.  Ger- 
mains  offered  to  fend  fome  Irifh 
troops,  to  be  under  bis  command. 
The  Pope  thought  the  kffair  rather 
too  ferious  for  him,  and  the  Dake 
of  Berwick  returned. 

In  1 701  he  loft  the  King  hia 
f^ither,  and  in  170a  he  ferved  ia 
Flanders  under  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy and  Marfhal  BouiHers;  in 
1703,  on.  his  return  from  the  cam- 
paign, he  was  naturalized  a  fubje^ 
of  France,  with  the  confent  of  the 
Court  of  St.  Germains. 

In  1 704,  the  King  fent  him  in- 
to Spain  at  the  bead  of  eighteaa 
battadioos  and  nineteeii  fquadrons  ; 
and  upon  his  arrival  the  King  of 
$pain  appointed  him  Captain- Ge- 
neral of  his  forces,  and  made  hina 
put  his  bat  on  in  his  prefence. 


Ca 


The 
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'  The  Court  of  Spain  was  diflarb- 
ed  by  intrigues.  The  govern"* 
nent  was  very  ill  conduced,  be- 
caufe  every  one  wifhed  to  guide 
the  reins  of  it.  Every  thing  de- 
generated into  cabals,  and  it  was 
one  of  the  principal  objedls  of  his 
commifiion,  to  get  at  the  bottom  of 
them.  All  parties  endeavoured  to 
fain  him  over,  but  he  would  not 
fide  with  either  of  them  ;  and  ap- 
plying himfelf  only  to  the  fuccefs 
of  public  affairs,  he  confidered  the 
incereft  of  individuals  merely  as 
they  were  ;  he  paid  no  attention  to 
Madame  d'Oriini,  to  Orry,  to  the 
Abbe  d'Etrees,  to  the  inclinations 
of  the  Queen,  or  to  the  bias  of 
the  King :  the  welfare  of  the  mo- 
narchy  engrofled  all  his  thoughts. 

The  Duke  of  Berwick  received 
orders  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
difmiflion  of  Madame  d*Orfini. 
The  King  wrote  to  him  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms :  **  Tell  my  grand- 
*'  fon,  that  he  owes  me  this  mark 
*'  of  complaifance.  Urge  all  the 
*'  motives  you  can  imagine  to  per- 
**  fuade  him»  but  do  not  tell  him 
"  that  I  (hall  abandon  him,  for 
•'  he  would  never  believe  you." 
The  King  of  Spain  confented  to 
the  difmifTion. 

This  year,  1704,  the  Duke  of 
Berwick  faved  the  kingdom  of 
Spain  ;  he  hindered  the  Portu- 
guefc  army  /rom  going  to  Madrid. 
His  army  was  two- thirds  weaker 
chan  that  of  the  enemy  ;  he  was 
conftantly  receiving  orders  from 
court,  one  after  another,  to  retire 
and  to  ri2k  nothing.  The  Duke  of 
Berwick,  who  faw  that  Spain  was 
loft  if  he  obeyed,  would  not  dif- 
continue  to  expofe  himfelf  to  riiks, 
and  difputed  every  inch  of  ground. 
The  Portttgaefe  army  retired,  and 


the  Duke  of  Berwick  did  the  fame. 
At  the  end  of  the  campaign  he  re- 
ceived orders  to  return  into  France. 
This  was  the  tWatt  of  court  in- 
trigue ;  and  he  felt  what  fo  many 
had  eatperienced  before,  that  to 
pleafc  at  court  is  the  greateft  fer- 
vice  a  man  can  do.;  without  which, 
all  our  works,  to  make  ufe  of  the 
language  of  divines,  are  nothing 
more  than  dead  works. 

In  1705  the  Duke  of  Berwick 
was  fent  to  command  in  Langue- 
doc  ;  and  the  fame  year  he 'laid 
fiege  to  Nice,  and  took  it. 

In  1706  he  was  made  Marfhal  of 
France,  and^fent  into  Spain  to  take 
the  command  of  the  army  againft 
Portugal.  The  King  of  Spain  had 
raifed  the  fiege  of  Barcelona,  and 
had  been  obliged  to  return  by 
France,  and  to  re-enter  the  king- 
dom of  Spain  through  Navarre. 

I  have  oblerved,  that  before  he 
quitted  Spain,  ihe  firft  time  of  his 
ferving  there,  he  had  faved  the 
kingdom  ;  and  upon  this  occafion 
he  iaved  it  a  fecond  time.  I  fliali 
take  but  a  curfory  view  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  it  is  the  bofinefs 
of  hiftory  to  record.  I  ihall  only 
fay,  that  all  was  loft  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  campaign,  and  all  re- 
covered at  the  end  of  it.  In  Ma- 
dame de  Maintenon's  Letters  to 
the  Princefs  Orfini,  we  may  fee 
what  was  the  opinion  of  the  two 
courts  at  that  time.  They  wi(hed, 
but  they  had  no  hopes  remaining. 
The  Marihal  of  Berwick  wanted 
the  Queen  to  join  his  army,  bat 
ihe  was  prevented  by  the  advice  of 
fome  timid  perfons.  They  endea- 
vom-ed  to  perfuade  her  to  retif«  to 
Pampeluna  ;  the  Marihal  of  Ber- 
wick made  it  appear,  that  if  this 
ftep  were  taken,  every  thing  was 
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lofl,  becaufe  the  Caftilians  would 
then  think  themfclves  forfakcn : 
the  Queen  therefore  retired  to  Bur- 
gos with  her  counfellors.  and  the 
King  joined  the  fmall  army.  The 
Portuguefe  went  to  Madrid ;  and 
the  Mar(hal,  by  condufl  merely, 
wirhouc  rifking  a  fingle  adlion, 
obliged  the  enemy  entirely  to  quit 
C  altile,  and  wedged  in  their  army 
between  the  kingdoms  of  Valencia 
and  Arragon.  He  condudled  them 
thither  by  cne  march  after  another* 
as  a  [hepherd  leads  his  flock.  Ic 
may  be  faid,  that  this  campaign 
WIS  more  glorious  to  him  than  any 
of  the  other  he  made,  becaufe  the 
advantages  obtained  by  it,  not  hav- 
ing depended  on  an  a^ion,  fur- 
nilhed  the  opportunity  for  a  conti- 
nual difpjay  of  his  talents.  He 
took  more  than  ten  thoufand  pri- 
foners,  and  by  this  campaign  pav* 
cd  the  way  for  the  fecond,  render* 
ed  dill  more  illudrious  by  the  bat- 
tle of  Almanza,  the  reduction  of 
the  kingdoms  of  Valencia  and 
>\rragon,  and  the  capture  of  Le- 
lida. 

It  was  in  this  year,  1707,  that 
the  King  of  Spain  bellowed  upon 
the  Marflial  of  Berwick  the  towns 
of  Liria  and  Xerica,  with  the  rank' 
of  Grandee  of  the  firft  clafs  ;  which 
procured  him  a  ttill  greater  efta- 
bliihmcnt  for  his  fon  by  his  firft 
wife,  in  his  alliance  with  Donna 
Caiherina  of  Portugal,  heirefs  of 
the  houie  of  Veragues.  The  Mar- 
flial gave  him  up  all  his  poiTefTions 
in  Spain. 

At  the  fame  time  Lewis  XIV. 
gave  him  the  government  of  the 
Limofiri,  entirely  of  his  own  ac- 
cord, vvithout  being  afked  for  it  by 
the  Duke. 

I  mull  take  this  opportunity  of 


fpeaking  of  the  Duke  of  Orleant» 
and  I  (hall  do  it  with  the  greater 
fatiifa£tion,  as  what  I  (hall  day  of 
him,  can  but  redound  to  his  ho- 
nour as  well  as  the  Marihal'i. 

The  Duke  of  ^Orleans  came  to 
command  the  army.  His  evil  dcf- 
tiny  made  him  think  he  fliould 
have  time  to  pafs  by  Madrid.  The 
Marflial  of  Berwick  difpatched 
meflenger  after  mefienger  to  ac- 
quaint him,  that  he  fliould  foon  be 
under  a  neceflity  of  giving  battle : 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  fet  out,  and 
notwithftanding  the  utmoft  expe- 
dition, did  not  arrive  ia  time. 
There  were  not  wanting  courtiers 
who  endeavoured  to  infinuate  to 
the  Prinze,  that  the  Marflial  of 
Berwick  had  been  well  pleafed  to 
give  battle  without  him,  in  order 
that  he  might  deprive  the  Priace 
of  the  glory  of  it.  But  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  was  fatisfied  that  he 
had  it  in  his  power  to  do  him  juf- 
tice,  which. he  very  well  knew  how 
to  do ;  and  only  complained  of  his 
ill  fortune. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans,  who 
coald  not  bear  the  idea  ofretumiog 
without  having  done  any  thing, 
propofed  the  fiege  of  Lerida.  The 
Marflial  of  Berwick,  who  was  far 
from  agreeing  with  the  Duke  In 
this  point,  explained  his  reafons 
for  it  in  a  flrong  manner;  and  even 
propofed  to  refer  .the  matter  to 
court.  The  fiege  of  Lerida  was 
rcfolved  upon.  From  that  moment 
the  Marflial  faw  no  farther  obfta- 
cles  :  he  knew,  that  though  pru- 
dence  be  the  firftof  all  virtues  before 
an  enterprize  is  begun,  it  is  only  a 
fecondary  one  after  it  is  under, 
taken.  Perhaps  had  he  been  the 
propofer  of  this  ^gc,  he  would 
have  been  lefs  apprchcnfive  of  the 
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raififlg  of  it.  The  Doke  of  Or- 
leans  Enifhed  the  campaigo  wi:h 
glory ;  and  fbit  circsmftaace,  which 
wooid  infallibly  have  bred  a  qoar- 
rel  between  two  men  of  an  ordi- 
nary torn  of  mind,  ferved  only  to 
vnite  tbefe  two  more  firmly  toge- 
ther ;  and  I  remember  to  have  beard 
the  Marfhal  iay,  that  he  traced  the 
origin  of  the  favoor  (hewed  him  by 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  from  the  cam- 
paign of  1707. 

In  170S,   the  Marihal  of  Ber- 
wick, who  was  at  firft  deligned  to 
be  at  the  head  of  the  army  in  Dan- 
phiny,  was  fent  upon  the  Rhine  to 
command  vnder  the  Eiedor  of  Ba- 
varia.   He  had  defeated  a  jprojcGt 
of  M.  de  Chamillart»  whole  chief 
incapadty  confifted  in  not  knowing 
his  own.      Prince  Eagene  having 
<{titted  Germany  to  go  into  Flan- 
ders, the  Marihal  of  Berwick  fol- 
lowed  him.     After  the  lofs  of  the 
battle  of  Oudenarde,   the  enemy 
laid  fiege  to  Lifle;  and  then  the 
Marlhafof  Berwick  joined  bis  army 
to  that  of  M.  de  Vendofme.    With- 
cmt  an  infinite  number  of  very  ex- 
traordinary events,  it  was  im[>of- 
iible  for  ns  to  have  lofl  Lifle.    The 
Duke   de  Vendofme  was  incenfed 
againft  the  Marihal  of  Berwick,  for 
having  made  fome  difficulty  of  ferv- 
ing   under   him.      From  that  pe- 
riod, the  Duke  de  Vendofme  re- 
jeded   every  propofal    that   came 
from  the  Marflial  of  Berwick  ;  and 
his  foal,  in  other  refpefls  fo  great, 
fvas  no  longer  animated    by  any 
motive,    but  a  warm  refentment 
for  the  kind  of  affront  which  he 
imagined  he  received. 

The  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the 
)Ung»  Gonftantly  divided  between 
contradidory  propofals,  knew  not 
}ww  to  nSt  otherwife,  than  to  ac- 
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qoiefce  in  M.  de  VendoCiBe's  opi- 
nion. 

It  mafi  hare  happened  that  the 
King  (botild  lend  to  the  anny.  in 
order  to  conciliate  the  Generab,  a 
miniffer  who  was  incapable' of  dif- 
tingnifliing  :    it    muft  have   hap- 
pened, that  that  malady  of  hamaa 
nature,    of    not    being    able    to 
bear  what  b  good,  when  it  is  done 
by  perfons  whom  we  do  not  like, 
ihould  have  taken  pofleiGon,  dur- 
ing  this  whole  campaign,  of  the 
heart  and  underftanding  of  M.  de 
Vccdofme:   it  muff  have  happen- 
ed,   that    a    Lieutenant  -  General 
(hbnld  have  credit  enough  at  court, 
to  commit  two  blunders,  pne  open 
the  back  of  the  other,  and  which 
will  be  remeoibcred    in  all  ages, 
his  defeat  and  hh  capitulation  ;  it 
muff  have  happened,  that  the  fiege 
of  BruiTels  ffiould  have  been  rejed- 
ed  at  firff,  and  afterwards  under- 
taken ;  that  it  ihould  be  determi- 
ned to  cover,   at   the  fame  time, 
both  the   Scbeld  and  the   Canal, 
that  is,  to  cover  nothing.       In  a 
word,    the  caufe  in  tgiution  be- 
tween tbefe  two  great  men  flill  ex- 
iffs  ;    the    letters   written    by  the 
King,  by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
by  the  Duke  de  Vendofme,  by  the 
Duke  of  Berwick,  and  by  M.  de 
Chamillart,   are  alfo  ftill  preferv- 
ed.       By     thefe    it   will    appear 
which  of  the«two  wanted  coolnefs, 
and  perhaps  I  might  even  venture 
to  fay,  reafon.     God  forbid   that  I 
ihould  attempt  to  call  in  queflion 
the  eminent  qualities  of  the  Duke 
de  Vendofme  !  ^  If  the  Marihal  of 
Berwick  were  to  return  upon  earth, 
he  would  he  forry  for  it.     fiot  I 
(hall  fay,   on    this  occaijon,    what 
Homer  faid  of  G  lane  us.      Jupiter 
deprived  Glaucus  of  his  wifdom, 

and 


CHARACTERS. 


aj 


and  he  exchanged  a  golden  (hield 
for  a  brazen  one.  This  golden 
(hield  M.  de  Vendofme  had  always 
bome  till  this  camDaign«  and  he 
afterwards  xecoTered  it. 

In  1709  the  Marflial  of  Berwick 
was  fent  to  cover  the  fi^ntiers  of 
Provence  and  Daophiny  ;  and 
though  M.  de  ChamiUarty  who  left 
every  thing  unprovided,  had  been 
renoved,  he  found  neither  money* 
nor  ammunition,  nor  provifions  ; 
bat  managed  fo  well,  that  he  fop- 
plied  himfelf  with  all  he  wanted. 
I  remember  having  heard  him  fay« 
that  in  his  diftrefs  he  feived  upon 
a  fupply  of  money  that  was  going 
from  Lyons  to  the  royal  treafury  ; 
and  he  ufed  to  fay  to  M.  D'Anger- 
villiers,  who  was  his  Intendant  ait 
that  time,  that  in  legal  ilridlnefs 
they  both  of  them  deferved  to  have 
been  tried.  M.  Defmarais  ex* 
claimed  :  and  he  anfwered,  that  it 
was  neceflary  to  provide  fnbfiftence 
for  an  army,  which  wa^  to  fave  the 
kingdom. 

The  Marfhal  of  Berwick  formed 
fach  a  plan  of  defence,  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  penetrate  into  France 
on  any  fide,  becaofe  the  Dnke  of 
Savoy  was  obliged  to  proceed  by 
the  arch  of  a  circle,  while  he  kept 
along  the  chord.  I  remember  when 
1  was  in  Piedmont,  that  the  officers 
who  had  ferved  at  that  period,  al- 
ways gave  this  as  a  reafon  for  their 
not  having  been  able  to  penetrate 
into  France ;  they  made  the  pane- 
gyric of  the  Marihal  of  Berwick, 
without  my  knowing  any  thing  of 
the  matter. 

For  this  plan  of  defence  the 
Marihal  of  Berwick  wanted  only  a 
fmall  number  of  forces,  and  was 
enabled  to  fend  the  King  twenty 
batujiont;  which«  in  thofe  times. 


was     a     confiderable     reinforce- 
ment. 

It  would  be  very  abford  in  m# 
to  judge  of  his  military  talents; 
in  other  words,  to  judge  of  what 
I  cannot  underftand.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  might  I  be  allowed  to  ven- 
ture, I  mould  fay,  that  as  every 
great  man,  be  fides  his  general  ca« 
padty,  has  alfo  fome  particular 
talent  in  which  he  excels,  and 
which  confticutes  his  diilinguiih- 
ing  quality  ;  fo  the  Marihal  of 
Berwick's  particular  talent  con- 
fifttd  in  making  a  defenfive  war^ 
in  reftoring  alFairs  that  werie  de- 
fperate,  and  in  being  thorough 
mafter  of  every  refource  that  can 
fugged  itfelf  in  misfortune.  He 
muil  undoubtedly  have  been  very 
fenfible  of  his  powers  in  this  re- 
(pe£(.  I  have  often  heard  him 
lay,  that  the  thing  he  had  moft 
coveted,  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  life,  was  to  liave  had  ^ 
good  fortrefs  to  defend. 

In  17 1 3  the  peace  was  figned  at 
Utrecht:  on  the  firft  of  Septem« 
ber,  1715,  the  King  died:  The 
Duke  of  Orleans  was  Regent,  and 
the  Marihal  of  Berwick  was  fent  to 
command  in  Guyenne.  Let  me 
be  allowed  to  fay,  that  this  was  a 
great  happinefs  for  me,  fince  it 
was  there  I  became  acquainted 
with  hi'm* 

The  intrigues  of  Cardinal  Al- 
b^roni  gave  rife  to  the  war  which 
the  Marfhal  Duke  of  Berwick  con^ 
duded  on  the  frontiers  of  Spain. 
The  Miniftry  being  changed  upon 
the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans^ 
he  was  removed  from  the  coo^ 
mand  of  Guyenne.  He  divided 
his  time  between  the  Court,  Paris» 
and  his  country  -  houfe  of  Fitz- 
James.      This  will  give  me  aa 
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Opportunity  of  fpeakiog  of  hia 
8s  a  privaie  niAn,  and  cf  giv- 
ing kis  ciuradcr,  ai  coactfely  as 
pebble. 

He  icarce  obtained  any  favoort 
wkich  were  oot  olFered  to  him  : 
wbea  his  o*n  iocerei  was  c^a- 
ceroed,  it  «as  alwavs  nrceilary  to 
pafh  him  on. —  His  rcienred  and 
rather  dry  lo^k.  which-  was  iomc- 
times  even  inclined  to  (cvtriv/t 
■lade  him  appear  ac  times  as  it 
he  were  not  in  his  proper  elemenc 
in  our  country,  if  i:  v^ere  poui- 
ble  that  great  fouls  aad  peribcal 
merit  could  be  coadned  to  hc^y 
one  nation. 

He  knew  not  how  to  fay  thofe 
things  that  are  ufually  called  pre:- 
ty  tilings.  He  was  mure  tl'pe- 
cinily  free  from  thofe  nuiiiberiel's 
errors  into  which  .pcr.ons,  who 
are  overfond  of  thtmfelves,  are 
continually  falling.— He  was  de- 
termined, for  the  moil  part,  by  i\'.$ 
own  juJgment  ;  and  if,  en  lae 
one  fcand,  he  had  not  too  high  a  a 
opinion,  on  the  other,  he  had  no 
didrud  of  himlelt,  he  coafider<rd 
and  knew  himfelf  with  as  mucli 
penetration,  a«  he  viewed  all  otbtr 
(»bjec)s.— -No  man  ever  Knew  bet- 
ter how  to  avoid  cxCiiflVs,  or,  if  I 
may  venture  to  uie  the  expreflion, 
to  keep  clear  of  the  fiiarcs  of  vir- 
tue :  for 'example,  he  was  fond  of 
the  clergy  ;  he  readily  enough  ac- 
commodated himfelf  to  the  modeit/ 
of  tneir  ilation  ;  but  he  could  not 
bear  to  be  governed  by  iheoi  ; 
efpeciaily  if  they  iranfgrefled  in 
the  lea^  article  the  limi:«  of  their 
duty  :  he  required  more  of  th.'m 
than  they  uoald  have  required  of 
him. — It^was  impoiiible  to  behu!d 
him,  and  not  be  in  love  with  vir- 
tue, fo  evident  was  trAo^^illity  and 
Jiipp>Aeffl  in  his  foul,  panipuUrly 


when  he  « as  compared  with  odien 
who  were  agi:a:cd  by  varioos  paf- 
iions.-— In  tee  wo:ks  of  Piourch, 
I    have    ftea    at    a    difiacce  mhat 
great  men  were :  in  him  I   beheld 
in  a  cearer  view  «hit  they  are.     I 
was   only  acquaiste^  with  him  ia 
priv«:e  life :  1  ccver  {*m  ihe  hero, 
b-j:  the  mm  from  v^hom  the  hero 
LIj;:d.  —  He    loved   his    friecds  ; 
it  Hjs  his  cnfiom    to  do  fci vices, 
and  not  :o  ipcJ^  o:   them  :    thus 
the    benefit  ^^    ci'per.;ed    by  an 
ir.viiiD.e  hand. —He  had  a  great 
♦jnd  oi  reli^ioii.       No  n.io  ever 
l^ilo-ved    more   flricly    liscfe  laws 
of   tne    gofpci,    which    are    more 
trcubiefcmc  lo  men  of  i.He  wtrlJ  : 
in  a  «korJ,   no  m.in  c%er  pa&ifed 
reiig. on  lo  nkuch,  aiid  t^^  k^d  of  it 
fo  iKiie. —  He  never  fpoke  i\\  of 
any  vim  ;    &nd  a:    the  lime  tim^ 
cc»er    belloA-eJ    any    prai'e     upoa 
thoie  v.oom  he  did  not  thirk  de- 
fer viog  ot  it  -^llc  held  in  a\c  Loa 
ih'jle  coutrv^Vwrfies,    which,    unirr 
preicrnce  of  the  g:cry  of  God,  arc 
noihiiig  more    i:.an    ptrr  br.al    dif- 
puies.    .He  htd  lea-^td   frcm   the 
mi*/o: tunes  cf  the  KiMg  his  faiht-r, 
th.it  we  cxpofc  curJelvcs    to  com- 
mit great   eir.  rs,    ulbtr-i  kc    h.-vc 
too    much    lliih     ecn     ia     fcr- 
lons  of    the  noil  rcrpet^iable  cna- 
ractrr. — Wnen    ho  uas    sppoioied 
Commandjint     in     Guy  rt^e,     we 
were   alaimcd   a:  the  rt;p.,rt  of  his 
giavliy  ;     but  fcon  afier   his  arri- 
val lie  Wda  beloved  by  every  boxiy, 
and  tiicre    is    no   pbce  where  his 
gieai    qualifies    have    been     oiore 
admired 

No  man  ever  gave  a  brighter 
example  of  the  ccr.temp:  we  oi;ght 
lo  havt:  for  iiiontry. — There  was  a 
fimpiicliy  in  ail  his  cxpenceSs 
which  ought  to  have  mad  •  him  very 
Cify  in  hii  clrcumitaaces  :  for  he 
i  idulged 
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indulged  himrclf  in    no  frivolous     their  father's  panegyric  better  than 
cxpence  ;  nevenhelefs  he  was  al-     I  can. 

ivays  in  airears,  becaufe,  notwith-  The  Marfhal  of  Berwick  has 
itanding  his  natural  GeconoiDy«  his  written  his  own  Memoirs ;  and 
expenccs  were  great.  In  the  go-  upon  this  occafion  I  may  repeat 
\ernments  he  was  appointed  to,  what  I  have  before  faid  in  the 
every  Engllfh  or  Irilh  family  that  Spirit  of  Laws,  of  the  narrative  of 
uas  poor,  and  that  had  any  fort  of  Hanno.  The  narrati*ue  of  Hanno  it 
conne«5tion  with  any  one  of  his  a  beautiful  relic  of  antiquity  :  tbg 
houfe,  had  a  kind  of  right  to  be  fame  man  tuho  bos  executed^  bat 
introduced  to  him  ;  and  it  is  re-  ivritten.  Tbere  is  no  kind  of  oft em^ 
markable,  that  a  man  who  knew  tation  in  bis  accounts  :  great  com" 
hvW  to  maintain  fo  much  ord^r*  mandcrs  fen  their  aSlions  fwitb  fim-' 
in  bis  army,  and  (hewed  fo  much  plicity^  hetaufe  they  take  mare  priJg 
judgment  in  all  his  projeds,  in  what  they  baue  done^  than  in 
ihould  lofc  all  thefe  advantageous  what  they  ha*ue  faid. 
talents^  when  his  own  private  in-  The  condudl  of  great  men  \% 
tercll  was  concerned.  more  liable  to  a  rigorous   exami* 

He  was  not  one  of  thofe  per-  nation  than  that  of  other  perfons  i 
fons,  who  are  fometimes  com-  every  one  takes  a  delight  in  ar- 
plaining  of  the  authors  of  any  mis-  raigning  them  before  his  petty 
iortune,  and  at  other  times  flat-  tribunal.  Did  not  the  Roman 
tcring  them  ;  when  he  had  a  caufe  foldiers  indulge  themfelves  in  the 
cf  complaint  againll  any  man,  he  moil  bitter  mockeries,  while  they 
went  Jircdily  to  him,  and  told  followed  the  car  of  viftory  ?  They 
him  his.  feutiments  freely,  after  imagined  that  they  were  triumph- 
which  he  faid   no  more.  ing    over    the    triumphers    them- 

Nevcr  was  the  ilate  in  which  felves  ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
\vc  know  France  was  in  at  the  praife  for  the  Marfhal  of  Ber- 
death  of  Marflial  Turcnne,  more  wick,  that  the  two  objefiions 
exadly  rcprefcnted  than  at  the  which  have  been  made  to  him, 
oeaih  of  me  Duke  of  Berwick,  have  been  occaiioned  only  by  his 
I  remember  the  indant  when  the  attachment  to  his  duty. 
news  was  brought :  the  conllcr-  The  objeaion,  of  not  having 
nation  ivas  general.  They  had  been  concerned  in  the  Scotch  ex- 
both  of  them  left  defigns  inter-  pedition  of  1715,  is  founded  only 
rupred  ;  both  of  them  letc  an  army  upon  confidering  the  Marfhal  as  a 
in  danger  ;  both  loil  their  lives  in  man  who  had  no  country  of  his 
a  manner  that  afFeds  us  more  own,  and  upon  the  difficulty  of 
than  an  ordinary  death:  both  of  perfuading  ourfelves  to  look  upon 
them  were  pofTcfled  of  that  modeil  him  as  a  fubjed  of  France.  Hav« 
merit,  which  is  fo  well  calculated  ing  become  a  FreDchman,  with 
to  call-  forth  our  tendered  a^'cc-  the  confent  of  his  (irft  fovereign, 
tions,  and  to  excite  our  regret.  he   obeyed    the   orders    of    Lewis 

He  left  an  atfcftionate  wife,  XIV,  and  afterwards  thofe  of  the 
who  pafTcd  the  remainder  of  her  Regent  of  France.  It  became  ne« 
life  in  iorrow  for  his  lofs;  and  he  cefliry  for  him  to  filence  the  die- 
left  'Children^  whofc  virtue  fpeaks    tates  of  his  heart,  and  to  be  guid- 

«d 
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«d  by  enlarged  principles :  he  faw 
that  he  was  no  longer  ac  his  own 
difpofal:  that  he  muft  no  longer 
YCgttUte  his  condtt^  by  that  rule 
which  was  mod  fuitable  to  his 
wi(heS|  bat  by  the  one  whkh  his 
fituation  required:  he  was  aware 
that  he  fhould  be  cenfured,  bat 
he  was  abotre  tvtty  unjuft  decifion. 
He  was  never  determined  by  popu- 
lar favour*  nor  fwayed  by  the  opi- 
nions  of  thofe  who  think  only  fa- 
perficially. 

The  ancients,  who  have  treated 
of  oar  duties,  do  not  place  any 
great  difficulty  in  knowing  them, 
but  in  chuilng  between  two  duiies 
which  is  preferably  to  be  pur* 
fued.  He,  like  fate,  followed  the 
Aronger  duty.  Thefe  are  matters 
we  ihoald  never  treat  of,  nnlefs 
we  are  obliged  ;  becaufe  nothing 
in  the  world  commands  our  re- 
^peA  fo  much  as  an  unfortunate 
monarch.  Let  as  examine  the 
qoeftion  ;  it  confifts  in  determin- 
ing, whether  the  Prince,  had  he 
•ven  been  refiored,  would  have 
liad  m  right  to  recall  him'?  The 
irongeft  argument  that  can  be 
urged  on  this  fide  the  qaeflion,  is, 
that  our  country  never  abandons 
vs :  but  even  this  was  not  the 
cafe;  for  he  was  profcribed  by  his 
country,  when  he  got  himfelf  na- 
turalised. Grotios,  PufFendorf, 
and  all  thofe  writers  who  have  in- 
fluenced the  opinions  of  Europe, 
decided  the  queftion,  and  declared 
to  him  that  he  was  a  Prenchman, 
and  fubje^  to  the  laws  of  France. 
The  bi^fis  of  the  political  fyftem 
adopted  by  France,  at  that  tim^, 
was  peace.  How  contradidory 
would  it  have  been,  if  a  Peer  of 
the  realbt  n  Marihal,  a  Govcr- 


lior  of  a  province,  had  difobeyed 
the  prohibition  to  quit  the  king- 
dom, that  is,  bad  been  in  adoal 
di(bbedience,  in  order  to  appear 
to  the  eyes  of  the  Enslifli  alone 
as  having  not  difobeyed  !  In  fad, 
the  Mar&al  of  Berwick  was  in  a 
very  peculiar  fituation  even  from 
his  very  dignities  ;  and  it  was 
fcarce  poffibhe  to  difcriminate  be- 
tween his  prefence  in  Scotland, 
and  a  declaration  of  war  wit^ 
England.  France  did  not  think 
it  confident  with  her  intereft  that ' 
this  waf  ihould  take  place,  be- 
caufe it  would  bring  on  a  war 
which  would  extend  itfelf  throogh* 
out  Europe.  It  was  not  there- 
fore for  him,  to  take  upon  hin- 
felf  the  immenfe  weight  that  fuch 
a  ftep  would  draw  apon  him.  It 
may  indeed  be  faid,  that  had  be 
confulted  his  ambition  merely,  he 
could  not  have  a  flronger  one, 
than  the  reftoration  of  the  Stuarts 
to  the  Englifh  throne.  We  know 
how  much  he  loved  his  children. 
What  a  delightful  profpefk  for 
him,  could  he  have  forefeen  a 
third  eftabliihment  in  England  I 

Had  he  been  even  confulted 
upon  the  enterprise,  in  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times,  he  would 
not  have  advifed  it :  he  thought 
that  all  thofe  kinds  of  under- 
takings were  of  the  fame  nature 
as  others,  which  ought  to  be  re- 
gulated by  prudence  ;  and  that  in 
inch  an  infiance  as  this,  the  failure 
of  an  ehterprize  is  attended  widi 
two  kinds  of  ill  fuccefs ;  the  pre- 
fent  misfortune,  and  a  greater  dif- 
ficulty of  .renewing  the  undertak- 
ing with  any  profpcd  of  faccefi  in 
future. 
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Of  ihi  Mitapbjifical  Poets.      From 
Johafoii'i  Lift  o/Cowlcy. 

CO W L S Y,  like  other  poets 
who  have  written  with  nar- 
row view»»  and  inftead  of  tracing 
intelledaal  pleafore  to  its  natoral 
fources  in  the  mind  of  man,  paid 
their  coort  to  texxiporary  preju- 
dicesj  has  been  at  one  time  too 
much  praifed,  and  too  much  neg- 
1e6led  at  another. 

Wit,  like  ocher  things  fubjed 
by  their  nature  to  the  choice  of 
man,  has  its  changes  and  fafliions, 
and  at  different  times  takes  dif- 
ferent forms.  About  the  begin- 
ning of  the  feventeenth  century 
appeared  a  race  of  writers  that 
may  be  termed  the  metaphyfical 
poets  ;  of  whom,  in  a  criticifm 
on  the  works  of  Cowley,  the  laft 
of  the  race,  it  is  not  improper  to 
gire  fome  account. 

The  metaphyfical  poets  were 
men  of  learning,  and  to  (hew  their 
learning  was  their  whole  endea- 
vour ;  but,  \inluckily  refolving  to 
fhew  it  in  rhyme,  inftead  of  writ- 
ing poetry,  they  only  wrote  verfes, 
and  very  often  fuch  verCet  as  ftood 
the  trial  of  the  finger  better  than 
of  the  ear ;  for  the  modulation 
was  To  impcrfeft,  that  they  were 
only  found  to  be  verfes  by  count- 
ing the  fyllables. 

if  the  father  of  criticifm  kas 
rightly  denominated  poetry  rt^pi 
fn/Atjlixq,  am  imitati've  art,  thefe 
writers  will,  without  great  wrong, 
lofe  their  right  to  the  name  of 
poets  ;  for^  Uiey  cannot  be  faid 
to  have  imitated  any  thing ; 
they  neither  copied  nature  nor 
life  ;  neither  painted  the  forms  of 
matter,  nor  reprefcntcd  the  opera- 
tions of  intelle^ 


Thofe  however  who  deny  them 
to  be  poets,  allow  them  to  be 
wits.  Dryden  confefles  of  himielf 
and  his  contemporaries,  that  ttef 
fall  below  Donne  in  wit,  but 
maintains  that  they  fnrpaft  him  w 
poetry. 

If  Wit  be  well  defcribed  by 
Pope,  as  being  "  that  which  hat 
''  been  often  thought,  but  was 
••  never  before  fb  well  exprefled,** 
they  certainly  never  attained,  nor 
ever  fought  it;  for  they  endea* 
vonred  to  be  fingolar  in  their 
thoughts,  and  were  carelefs  of 
their  di^ion.  But  Pope's  accooat 
of  wit  is  undoubtedly  erroneous : 
he  deprefles  it  below  its  natural 
dignity,  and  reduces  it  from 
(Irength  of  thought  to  happinefs  of 
language.  T 

If  by  a  more  noble  and  moif 
adequate  conception  that  be  conv 
fidered  as  wit,  which  is  at  ono6 
natural  and  new,  that  which, 
though  not  obvious,  is,  upon  its 
firfl  produdion,  acknowledged  to 
be  juft  ;  if  it  be  that,  which  he 
that  never  found  it,  wonders  how 
he  miffed  ;  to  wit  of  this  kind  the 
metaphyfical  poets  have  feldom 
r ifen .  Their  thoughts  are  often  new, 
but  feldom  natural;  they  are  not 
obvious,  but  neither  are  they  juft  ; 
and  the  reader,  far  from  won* 
dering  that  he  milTed  them,  woa- 
ders  more  frequently  by  what  per- 
verfenefs  df  indufby  they  were 
e^er  found. 

But  Wit,  abOraded  from  its  ef- 
feds  upon  the  hearer,  may  be 
more  rigoroufly  and  philofophi* 
cally  confidere<l  as  a  kind  of  com* 
con/ia  iifcors  ;  a  combinadon  of 
diffimilar  images,  or  difcovery  of 
occult  refemblances  in  things  ap* 
parently  unlike.     Of  Wit,  thas 
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defined*'  they  have  more  than 
-enough.  The  moit  heterogeneous 
.  ideas  are  yoked  by  violence  to- 
gether ;  nature  and  art  are  ran- 
^cked  for  illuiiracions*  compari- 
ibnsy  and  allufions  ;  their  learn- 
ing inftrudts,  and  their  fubtilty 
forprtfes  ;  but  the  reader  com- 
jBonly  thinks  his  improvement 
dearly  bought*  and  though  he 
fometimes  admires  is  feldom  pleaf- 
«d. 

From  this  account  of  their  com- 
pofitions  it  will  be  readily  in- 
ferred, that  they  were  not  fuccefs- 
fii}  in  reprefenting  or  moving  the 
affections.  As  they  were  wholly 
employed  on  fomething  unexped- 
ed  and  furprifing,  they  had  no  re- 
gard to  that  uniformity  of  fenti- 
ment  which  enables  us  to  con- 
ceire  and  to  excite  the  pains  and 
the  pleafure  of  other  nriir;ds :  they 
never  enquired  what,  on  any  oc- 
caikm,  they  (hould  have  faid  cr 
done  ;  but  wrote  rather  as  be- 
holders than  partakers  of  human 
nature  ;  as  Beings  looking  upon 
good  and  evil,  impaliive  and  ac 
kifure  ;  as  Epicurean  deities  mak< 
iog  remarks  on  the  anions  of 
flien,  and  the  viciilitades  of  life, 
without  intereft  and  without  emo- 
tion. Their  courtlhip  was  void  of 
Ibndnefsy  and  their  lamentation  of 
iorrow.  Their  wiih  was  only  to 
iny  what  they  hoped  had  been  ne- 
ver faid  before. 

Nor  was  the  fublime  more 
within  their  reach  than  the  pathe- 
tick  ;  tor  they  never  attempted 
that  compreheafion  and  expanie 
€>f  thought  which  at  once  hils  the 
whole  mind,  and  of  which  the 
£ril  effed  is  fudden  aftonifhment, 
and  the  fecond  rational  sdmira- 
tioD.      SQblimsty  .is  produced   by 


aggregation,  and  littlenefs  by  di(^ 
periion.  Great  thoughts  are  al- 
ways general,  and  coniift  in  po- 
rtions not  limited  by  excepuons, 
and  in  defcriptions  doc  defcend- 
tng  to  minutenefs.  It  is  with 
great  propriety  that  Subtlety, 
wl:ich  in  its  original  import 
mi.'ans  exility  of  particles,'  ii 
taken  in  its  metaphorical  mean- 
ing for  nicety  of  dillindlion.  Thofe 
wiiters  who  lay  on  the  watch  tor 
novtlty  could  have  little  hope  of 
grearnt^is  ;  for  great  things  can- 
'not  have  efcaped  former  obferva- 
tion.  l^heir  attempts  were  al- 
ways analyiick  ;  they  broke  every 
image  into  fragments;  and  could 
no  more  repreicnt,  by  their  {len- 
der, conccfits  and  laboured  parti- 
cularities, the  prol peels  of  nanirc, 
or  the  fcenes  of  li(c,  than  he, 
who  diH'cds  a  fun  -  beam  with  a 
piifm,  can  exhibit  the  wide  efful- 
gence of  a  fummer  noon. 

What  I  hey  wanted  however  of 
the  fublime,  they  endeavoured  to 
fupply  by  hyperbole;  their  am- 
pli6caiion  had  no  limits  ;  they 
left  not  only  reafon  but  fancy 
behind  them  ;  and  produced  com- 
binations of  coiifuied  magnifi- 
cence, that  not  only  could  not  be 
credited,  but  could  not  be  iiiia- 
gined. 

Yet  great  labour,  directed  by 
great  abilities,  is  never  wholly 
loit  :  if  they  frequently  threw 
away  their  wit  upon  iai/c  con- 
ceits, they  likewife  fomeiimrs 
flruck  out  un*;xpedled  truth  :  if 
their  conceits  were  far-fcithcd, 
ihey  we;e  often  uorth  the  car- 
riage. To  wiite  on  their  plan, 
it  was  at  kail  neceaary  to  read 
and  think.  No  man  could  be 
boru  a  mctaphyHcal  poet,  oor 
alTume 
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•fTume  the  dignity  of  a  writer,  by 
dcfcripiions  copied  from  dcfcrip- 
tions,  by  imitations  borrowed  from 
imitations,  by  tradition;il  imagery, 
and  hereditary  (imilies,  by  readi- 
nefs  of  rhyme,  and  volubility  of 
Syllable. 

in  pcrufing  the  works  of  thi? 
race  of  authors,  the  mind  is  exer- 
cifed  eitner  by  rccollcftion  or  in- 
quiry ;  either  fomething  already 
learned  is  to  be  retrieved,  or  fome- 
thing new  is  to  be  examined.  If 
their  greatnefs  fetdom  elevates, 
their  acutenefs  often  Jurprifcs  ;  if 
the  imagination  is  not  always 
gratified,  at  lead  the  powers  of 
rcfleftion  and  comparifon  are  em- 
ployed ;  and  in  the  mafs  of  mnte- 
rials  which  ingenious  ahfurditv 
has  thrown  together,  genuine  wit 
and  ufeful  knowledge  may  be 
fometimes  found,  buried  perhaps 
in  grolTnefs  of  expreffion,  but  ufe- 
ful to  thofe  who  know  their  va- 
lue; and  fuch  a^,  when  they  are 
expanded  to  perfpicuity,  and  po- 
liriied  to  elegance,  may  give  lollrc 
to  work<»  which  have  more  pro- 
priety, though  lels  ccpioufncfs  of 
ientimeni. 

This  kind  of  writing,  which 
was,  I  believe,  borrowed '  from 
Marino  and  hit  followers,  b^d 
been  recommended  by  the  example 
of  Donne,  a  man  of  very  e'.t^ren- 
five  and  various  knov^'ledge,  and 
by  Jbnfon,  whole  manner  refrm- 
bled  that  of  Donne  more  in  the 
ruggeJnefs  of  his  lines  ih^n  in  the 
call  of  his  fentiments. 

When  their  reputation  was  high, 
they  had  undoubtedly  more  imita- 
tors, than  time  has  left  behind. 
Their  immediate  fucccflbrs,  of 
whom  any  remembrance  can  be 
faid    to  remain,    were   Suckling, 


Waller,  Dcnham,  Cowley,  CIcv^-* 
land,  and  Milton.  Denham  and 
Waller  fought  another  way  to 
fame,  by  improving  the  harmony 
of  our  numbers.  Milton  tried 
the  metaphyf.ck  flile  only  in  his 
lines  upon  Hobfon  the  Carrier. 
Cowley  adopted  it,  and  excelled 
his  predecciTor?,  having  as  much 
fentimenr,  and  more  mudck. 
Sackling  neither  improved  veriifi- 
carion,  nor  abounded  in  conceits. 
The  fafhionable  ftile  remained 
chiefly  with  Cowley  ;  Suckling 
could  not  reach  it,  and  Milton 
difdained  it. 


Sthaures  on  Paradlfe  Loft^  and 
Pnradlfe  Regained  { from  the  Lift 
c/' Milton.     Bythifam. 

BY  the  general  confent  of  cri- 
ticks,  the  firft  praife  of  ge- 
nius is  due  to  the  writer  of  an 
epick  poem,  as  it  requires  an  af. 
femblage  of  all  the  powers  which 
arc  fingly  fuffident  foh  other  com- 
pofiiions.  Poetry  is  the  art  of 
uniting  pleafurc  with  truth,  by 
calling  imagination  to  the  help 
of  reafon.  Epick  poetry  under- 
takes to  teach  the  moft  important 
truths  by  the  mofl  pleating  pre- 
cepts, and  therefore  relates  fome 
great  event  in  the  moft  afFetting 
manner.  Hiftory  muft  fupply  the 
writer  with  the  rudiments  of  nar- 
ration, which  he  muft  improve 
and  exalt  by  a  npbler  art,  ani- 
mate by  dramatick  energy,  and 
diverfify  by  retrofpeftion  and  an- 
ticipation ;  morality  muft  teach 
him  the  exaft  bounds,  and  differ- 
ent (hades,  of  vice  and  virtue : 
from  policy,  and  the  praftice  of 
•     life." 
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life«  he  has  to  learn  the  difcrimi- 
nations  of  charader>  and  the  ten- 
dency of  the  paiTions,  either  iingle 
or  combined ;  and  phyfiology  muft 
fapply  him  with  illuilrations  and 
image.  To  put  thefe  materials  to 
poetical  ufe^  is  required  an  ima- 
gination capable  of  painting  na- 
ture, and  realizing  fidlion.  Nor  is 
he  yet  a  poet  till  he  has  attained 
the  whole  exteniion  of  his  lan- 
guage, didinguifhed  all  the  deli« 
cacies  of  phrafe,  and  all  the  co- 
looriof  words,  and  learned  to  ad- 
jaft  their  different  founds  to  all 
the  varieties  of  metrical  modula* 
lion. 

'  BolTa  is  of  opinion  that  the  poet's 
firft  work  is  to  find  a  morale  which 
his  fable  is  afterwards  to  illuilratf 
mod  eflablifh.  This  feems  to  have 
been  the  procefs  only  of  Milton ; 
the  moral  of  other  poems  is  inci- 
dental  and  confequent ;  in  Mil- 
ton's only  it  is  elTential  and  intrin- 
fick.  His  purpofe  was  the  mofl: 
ufeful  and  the  rooft  arduous ;  ta 
vindicaii  the  *wayt  of  God  to  man  ; 
to  (hew  the  reafonablenefs  of  reli- 
gion, and  the  neceffity  of  obedi- 
ence to  the  Pivine  Law.   . 

To  convey  this  moral  there  muft 
he  a  fahli^  a  narration  artfully 
Gonftru&ed>  fo  as  to  excite  curi- 
ofity,  and  furprife  expediation.  In 
this  part  of  his  work,  Milton  muft 
^  be  confeOed  to  have  equalled  every 
other  poet.  He  has  involved  in 
his  account  of  the  Fall  of  Man  the 
events  which  preceded,  and  thofe 
that  were  to  follow  it :  he  has  in- 
terwoven the  whole  fyftem  of  the- 
ology mth  fnch  propriety,  that 
every  part  appears  to  be  necef- 
fary ;  and  fcarcely  any  reciul  is 
wimed  ikorter  for  the  fake  of 
quickening  the  progreft  of  the 
audaaSion. 


The  fubjed  of  an  epick  poem  is 
naturally  an  event  of  great  impor- 
unce.  That  of  Milton  it  not  the 
deflruftion  of  a  city,  the  condud 
of  a  colony,  or  the  foundation  of 
an  empire.  His  fubjedt  is  the  ^te 
of  worlds,  the  revolutions  of  hea- 
ven and  of  earth  ;  rebellion  againft 
the  Supreme  King,  raifed  by  the 
higheil  order  of  created  beings; 
the  overthrow  of  their  hofl,  and 
the  punifhment  of  their  crime  ;  the 
creaiion  of  a  new  race  of  reafon* 
able  creatures  ;  their  original  hap- 
pinefs  and  innocence,  their  for- 
feiture of  immortality,  and  their 
reftoration  to  hope  and  peace. 

Great  events  can  be  haftened 
or  retarded  only  by  perfoos  of 
elevated  dignity.  Before  the 
greatnefs  difplayed  in  Milton's 
poem,  all  other  greatnefs  (hrinkt 
away.  The  weakeft  of  his  agents 
are  the  higheft  and  noblefl  of  hn.* 
man  beings,  the  original  parents 
of  mankind  ;  with  whofe  actions 
the  elements  confented ;  on  whofe 
red^itude,  or  deviation  of  will,  de- 
pended the  (late  of  terreftrial  na- 
ture, and  the  condition  of  all  the 
future  inhabitants  of  the  globe. 

Of  the  other  agents  in  the  poem, 
the  chief  are  fuch  as  it  is  irre- 
verence to  name  on  flight  occa- 
fions.  The  reft  were  lower 
powers  \ 


which  the  lead  could  wield 

Thefe  elements,  and  arm  him  with  the 

force 
Of  all  their  r^f^ns. 

^^powert,  which  only  the  cpntroul 
of  Omnipotence  reflrains  from  lay- 
ing creation  waHe,  and  filling  the 
vaft  expanfe  of  fpace  with  ruin  and 
confnfion.  To  difplay  the  mo- 
tives and  adioni  of  beings  that 
fuperior,  fo  iiu:  as  human  realba 
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tan  examine  them,  or  human 
imagination  reprefent  them>  is  the 
tafk  which  this  mighty  poet  has 
undertaken  and  performed. 

In  the  examination  of  epick 
poems,  much  fpeculation  is  com- 
monly employed  upon  the  characm 
iers.  The  charadlers  in  the  Para- 
difi  Loftt  which  admit  of  exami- 
nation, are  thofe  of  angels  and  of 
man  ;  of  aneels  good  and  evil ; 
of  man  in  his  innocent  and  finful 
ftate. 

Among  the  angels,  the  virtue 
of  Raphael  is  mild  and  placid,  of 
eafy  condefcenfion  and  free  com- 
munication ;  that  of  Michael  is 
regal  and  lofty,  and,  as  may  feem, 
attentive  to  the  dignity  of  his  own 
nature.  Abdiel  ^and  Gabriel  ap- 
pear occafionally,  and  a6l  as  every 
incident  reouires';  the  folitary  fi- 
delity of  Aodiel  is  very  amiably 
painted. 

Of  the  evil  angels  the  cha- 
radlers  are  more  divcrfified.  To 
Satan,  as  Addifon  obferves,  fuch 
fentiments  are  given  as  fuit  the 
moft  exalted  and  moft  deprewed 
being.  Milton  has  been  cenfured, 
by  Clark,  for  the  impiety  which 
fometimes  breaks  from  Satan's 
mouth.  For  there  are  thoughts^ 
as  he  juftly  remarks,  which  no  ob- 
fervation  of  character  can  juftify, 
becanfe  no  good  man  woald  wil- 
lingly permit  them  to  pafs,  how- 
ever tranfientfy,  through  his  own 
mind.  To  make  Satan  fpeak  as 
a  rebel,  without  any  fuch  expref- 
iions  as  might  taint  the  reader's 
imagination,  was  indeed  one  of 
the  great  difficalties  in  Milton's 
undertaking,  and  I  cannot  but 
think  that  he  has  extricated  him- 
felf  with  great  happinefs.  There 
is  in  Satan's   fpceches   little  that 


can  eive  pain  to  a  pious  ear. 
The  unguage  of  rebellion  cannot 
be  the  fame  with  that  of  obedience. 
The  malignity  of  Satan  foams  ia 
haughtine^  and  obitinacy ;  bat  hia 
expreffions  are  commonly  general, 
and  no  otherwife  offeniive  than  as 
they  are  wicked. 

The  other  chiefs  of  the  celeftial 
rebellion  are  very  judicionfly  dif- 
criminated  in  the  firft  and  fecond 
books  ;  and  the  fcMcious  character 
of  Moloch  appears,  both  in  the 
battle  and  the  council,  with  exaft 
confiflency.p 

To  Adam  and  to  Eve  are  given, 
during  theit  innocence,  fuch  feu* 
timents  as  innocence  can  generate 
and  utter.  Their  love  is  pure  be- 
nevolence and  mutual  veneration  ; 
their  rej>afts  are  without  luxury, 
and  their  diligence  without  toil. 
Their  addreifes  to  their  Maker 
have  little  more  than  the  voice 
of  admiration  and  gratitude.  Frui- 
tion left  them  nothing  to  afk,  and 
Innocence  left  them  nothing  to 
fear. 

But  with  guilt  enter  diftruft 
and  difcord,  mutual  accufatioo, 
and  ftubbom  feif-defence ;  thef 
regard  each  other  with  alienated 
minds,  and  dread  their  Creator  at 
the  avenger  of  their  tranfgreflion. 
At  lad  they  feek  ihelter  iii  his 
mercy,  foften  to  repentance,  and 
melt  in  fopplication.  Both  before 
4nd  after  the  fall,  the  fnperio- 
rity  of  Adam  is  diligently  fiif- 
tained. 

Of  the  froimUi  and  the  ssat- 
veiUuSf  two  parts  of  a  vulgar  epick 
poem,  which  immerge  the  cntick' 
in  deep  confidermtion,  the  Para-* 
di/e  Loft  requires  little  to  be  faid. 
it  contains  the  hifiory  of  a  mira- 
cle, of  Creation  and'  Redemption  f» 

it 
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it  dirpiays  the  power  znd  the 
sercj  cf  the  Sopieaie  Being ;  the 
probible  thtrercre  is  marveiloat, 
and  the  iBirv;ito«s  is  proDA3.e. 
The  I'ubfLar-cr  or  tbe  narraiite  is 
troth  ;  and  as  truiti  alo^s  no 
ciioice»  It  is,  Ikf  ficccSiy.  i^3:>t- 
r.or  tj  ru'r.  'i"o  ihe  &cciicnca! 
or  adreouiicus  rart:-  ai  to  tre'v 
tbiog  bumau»  foaie  dij^ot  cxctp- 
tions  may  be  rii^dc.  Bj:  tte 
main  tabricic  is  im!noT2.3  y  iup- 
ported. 

It  h  juilly  reiTiarkrd  fc^^  Addi- 
f>n,  that  this  ;'crii  r.«?,  Ly  ibc 
Vutore  of  its  fiibj^ct,  the  advan- 
tage above  all  otiiers,  cha:  i:  is 
U'liverfall/  a'd  perpetual  y  :n- 
tercilin^.  Ail  msrk-rU  uill, 
throaj^h  all  ages,  b-ir  inc  lamc 
fclation  10  Addm  and  10  £>c,  and 
ixiuft  partake  of  that  2o..d  ar»d 
evil  wh  L'h  extend  to  nemiclves. 

Of  the  muihitiery,  fo  Cniied 
from  Of'f  a  T4  ^«>^ajr5j:,  by  which 
1%  in::/int  th*  CKrcafn  nal  i-^rerp.!!- 
t'ori  of  fof  ernatural  po*vrr,  ano- 
ther fertile  toj.ick  cf  ciitic;..;  re- 
marks, here  ii  no  room  to  ipcak, 
becaufc  every  thing  is  do'iC  under 
the  imrncdiate  and  vitole  direc- 
tion of  heaven  ;  but  the  rule  is  lo 
far  obferved,  that  no  part  of  the 
adion  could  have  been  accompiiOi- 
cd  by  any  other  mean*. 

Of  epifodts^  I  think  there  arc 
only  tw<%  amtaintd  in  Raphad's 
relation  of  the  war  in  heaven,  and 
Michacl'i  propKetick  account  of 
the  changes  to  happen  in  this 
world.  Both  are  cloiely  connec- 
ted with  the  great  action  ;  one 
was  Dcceffary  to  Adam  as  a 
Urarniug,  the  other  as  a  confo- 
lation. 

To  the  compleatnefs  or  ititegrity 
of  tbe  defign  nothing  can  be.ob. 


je£M:  it  h?i  diiliiialr  and  c'earlr 
wba:  Ar:ilo!:e  reqotres  a  begia- 
niag,  a  rot  idle,  and  a.n  esc. 
Thsre  is  perhaps  do  pjcm.  of  tbe 
fame  i?ogt:t,  from  wr.!c.*;  10  little 
can  be  taken  without  ap;«areac 
mu:il«:iwn.  Here  are  co  fjceral 
fames,  nor  is  tnere  any  lone  de- 
ly'ipiijn  of  a  fliicld.  The  ^^ihort 
dieremo-^s  at  :he  begirning  of  the 
tnird,  leventh,  and  cicih  bosks, 
might  doubtlefs  be  fpared  ;  -^at 
luj>e'flj;i:es  {(i  beaatifal,  vho 
would  t«ke  away  r  or  who  does 
no:  wiib  that  tbe  author  of  tiic 
Iliad  had  gratified  facceeding  ages 
witS  a  li'vtle  knowleJge  of  him- 
felf  r  Perhaps  no  pafTages  are  more 
frequently  rr  mere  atientivelv  read 
than  thole  e.xtriofick  paragraphs  ; 
and,  (ince  the  end  of  poetry  is 
pie^fiire,  that  cannot  be  a:i- 
poeiicil  with  which  ail  are 
p!e?.red. 

1  ne  queilionf ,  whether  the  ac- 
tion cf  the  poem  be  rtrifily  cne^ 
whether  the  poem  can  be  properly 
termed  hircick^  and  who  is  the 
hero,  are  raifcd  by  fuch  readers 
as  draw  their  principles  of  judg- 
ment rather  from  books  than 
from  reafon.  Vlilton,  chough  he 
intituled  Paraaije  Loft  only  z,  poem^ 
yet  calls  it  himfeit  hrrcick  Jhitg. 
Dryden,  petulantly  and  indecent- 
ly, denies  the  heroitm  of  Adam, 
bccaufe  he  was  overcome  ;  bat 
tiiere  is  no  reafon  why  the  herp 
fhould  not  be  unfortunate,  excepc 
eAabliihed  prdClice,  fince  fucce(a 
and  virtue  ^o  not  go  neceifarily 
together.  Cato  is  the  hereof  Lo- 
can  ;  but  Lucan't  authority  will 
not  be  fuffercd  by  Quinttlian  co 
decide.  However »  ii  fuccefs  be 
neceiTary,  Adam's  deceiver  was  ac 
ioil  crulhcdi    Auam   was  feftor«d 
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to  his  Maker's  Jfavoor,  arid  there- 
fore may  fecarely  refume  his  ha- 
man  rank. 

After  the  fcheme  and  fabrick  of 
the  poem>  mad  be  coofidered  its 
component  partsi  tJM  fetitiments 
and  the  diAton. 

The  /tntiments,  as  expreffive  of 
manners,  or  appropriated  to  cha- 
radlersy  are,  for  the  greater  part, 
unexceptionably  jull. 

Splendid  paffages,  containing 
leiTons  of  morality,  or  precepts  of 
prudence,  occur  feldom.  Such  is 
the  original  formation  of  this  poem, 
that,  as  it  admits  no  human  man- 
ners till  the  fall,  it  can  give  little 
afli  (lance  to  human  conduA.  Its 
end  is  to  raife  the  thoughts  above 
fublunary  cares  or  plealures.  Yet 
the  praife  of  that  fortitude,  with 
which  Abdiel  maintained  his  fin- 
gularity  of  virtue  againfl  the  fcorn 
of  multitudes,  may  be  accoromo- 
dated  to  all  times  ;  and  Raphael's 
reproof  of  Adam's  curioficy  after 
the  planetary  motions,  with  the 
anfwer  returned  by  Adam,  may 
be  confidently  oppofed  to  any  rule 
of  life  which  any  poet  has  deli- 
vered. 

The  thoughts  which  are  occt- 
fionally  called  forth  in  the  pro- 
grefs,  are  fuch  as  could  only  be 
produced  by  an  imagination  in  the 
highed  degree  fervid  and  aAive, 
to  which  materials  were  fupplted 
by  inceifant  ftudy  and  unlimited 
curioiity.  Tiie  heat  of  Milton's 
mind  might  be  faid  to  fublimate 
his  learning,  to  throw  off  into  his 
work  the  fpirit  of  fcience,  unmin- 
gled  with  its  groiTer  parts. 

He  had  confidered  creation  in 
its  whole  extent,  and  bis  defcrip- 
tions  are  therefore   learned.     He 


had  aceaftomed  bis  iitiagination 
to  nnreftrained  indulgence,  and 
his  conceptions  therefore  were  ex- 
tenfive.  The  chara&eriftick  qua- 
lity of  his  poem  is  fublimity.  Hb 
foroetimes  defcends  to  the  elegant, 
but  his  element  is  .the  great.  He  * 
can  occafionally  inveft  himlietf 
with  grace;  but  his  natural  port 
is  gigantick  loftinefs*.  He  can 
pieafe  when  pleafare  is  required  ; 
but  it  is  his  peculiar  power  to  afto- 
ni(h.  ' 

He  feems  to  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  his  own  genius, 
and  to  know  what  it  was  that 
nature  had  beftcwed  upon  hini 
more  bountifully  than  upon  others ; 
the  power  of  difplaying  the  vafl, 
illuminating  the  fplendid,  enforc- 
ing the  awful,  darkening  tho 
gloomy,  and  aggravating  the 
dreadful :  he  therefore  cbofe  a 
fubje£l  on  which  too  much  could 
not  be  faid,  on  which  he  might 
tire  his  fancy  without  the  cenfuie 
of  extravagance. 

The  appearances  of  nature,  and 
the  occurrences  of  life,  did  not 
fatiace  his  appetite  of  greatnefs. 
To  paint  things  as  they  are,  re- 
quires a  minute  attention,  and  em-^ 
ploys  the  memory  rather  than  the 
fancy.  Milton's  delight  was  to 
fport  in  the  wide  regions  of  poffi* 
bility ;  reality  was  a  fcene  too  nar- 
row for  his  mind.  He  fent  hit 
faculties  out  upon  difcovery,  into 
worlds  where  only  imagination  can 
travel,  and  delighted  to  form  new 
modes  of  exiilence,  and  furnifli 
fentiment  and  action  to  fuperior 
beings,  to  trace  the  counfelsofhell, 
or  accompany  the  choirs  of  heaven. 

But  he  could  not  be  always  in 
other  worlds:   he  muft  fooietimet 


*  Algarotti  terms  it  gigantifiafubiimiia  MUtoniana, 
Vot.  XXFL  D 


revific 
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scnit  cank,  asd  tcU.  of  tkiags 
vi£ble  awd.  kaovm.  Wmi  Ik  ca». 
mat  niic  womdtr  bf  Ue  rablioiijr 
•f  bis  miod,  be  gives  ^ixgoc  bjr 
itt  fotifi-.j. 

Wkuever  be  kts  fobjea,  ke 
■ever  fiiU  to  ill  the  inagioatioa. 
£ot  hii  ifliagcs  aad  deicripcioas  of 
die  iceoes  or  ope7au<.os  of  nature 
do  aoc  iecfli  to  be  always  copied 
froo  origioal  form,  aor  co  hare 
tbe  fstftkocU,  tmCiQcdp  aod  encr- 
gy  of  ifflmediiite  obfervatico.  He 
nar  aacure*  as  Diydea  exprefles 
ir,  ibroMib  tbi  j'pedmcht  tf  Uoks  \ 
aod  on  moft  occafioos  calls  karo- 
log  :o  b»  afliflaace.  Tbe  gardea 
of  Edeo  brings  to  lus  aiod  tbe 
Vale  of  Enua^  where  Proierpiae 
was  gathering  flowers.  Saran 
snake*  bis  way  throogb  fighting  ele- 
menu,  like  Arg^  between  the  Cja- 
man  rocks,  or  Uljjptt  between  the 
two  SMliam  wbiripooU*  when  be 
(buoned  CharjBan  on  tbe  larboard, 
7'be  mythological  aliutions  have 
bcea  juftiy  cenfured,  as  not  be- 
ing always  nfed  with  notice  of 
their  vanity  ;  bot  they  cootribute 
variety  to  the  narration,  and  pro- 
duce an  alternate  excrciiie  of  the 
memory  and  the  fancy. 

His  fimilies  are  leis  Dumerous, 
and  more  various,  than  thofe  of 
bis  prcdeccflbrs.  Bot  he  does  not 
confine  himfclf  within  the  limits 
of  rieorcus  comparifon  :  bis  great 
excellence  is  aniplitude»  and  be 
expands  the  adventitious  in^age 
beyond  the  dimenfions  which  tbe 
^Kcafion  required.  Thas,  com- 
paring the  (hietd  of  Satan  to  tbe 
orb  of  the  Moon,  he  crowds  tbe 
imagination  with  the  difcovery  <xf 
the  ulefcope,  and  all  the  won- 
ders which  the  tcleicope  difco- 
V(ri« 


Of  bb  aoral  Heat 
ba^Oiy  praifte  to  afiraa  ckat  cbcf 
excel  thoie  of  all  ocber  porn  ;  ia 
chu  (aperioricy  be  aras  iadeteed  u 
Ins  arqaaiTanrr  visb  tbe  laocd 
wrkiags.  Ibe  accicat  cpcfc 
poe Ls,  waating  tbe  li^c  of  Keiv* 
latioa,  were  very  oalkilfal  iea^ 
ers  of  virtae :  tbeir  principal  cba- 
raders  may  be  greats  bat  ibcy  ate 
not  aaiable.  The  reader  aay 
rife  £roa  their  works  with  a  gjreat- 
er  degree  of  adive  or  paiive  foro- 
tode,  and  ibiDeciBKs  of  |N udaace; 
bat  be  will  be  able  to  carry  away 
few  preccptt  of  jaiice»  aad.  aoac 
of  mercy. 

From  tbe  Italiaa  writen  ii  ap- 
pears, that  tbe  advaatages  of  evca 
Chriftiao  knowledge  asajr  be  pof. 
fe0ird  ia  vain.  ArioAo't  pnvity 
is  generally  known;  and  tboagb 
the  dtUvtrmuct  rf  Jtrmfaiam  WAj  be 
confidercd  as  a  iiatd  fabjed.  t^ 
poet  has  been  very  fpariag  of  oio- 
ral  inftmdion. 

In  Mihon  every  line  breacbet 
fandity  of  thought,  and  parity  of 
manners,  except  when  the  train  of 
the  narration  requires  tbe  iatriK 
du6tion  of  the  rebelliooa  fpirits; 
and  even  'they  are  compelled  to 
acknowledge  their  fobjedion  to 
Cod,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  exdtet 
reverence  and  confirms  piety. 

Of  human  beings  there  are  bat 
two ;  bot  thofe  two  are  tbe  pami|i 
of  mankind,  venerable  before  tbeir 
fall  lor  dignity  aad  ioaoceocev 
and  amiable  after  it  for  repeotaoca 
and  fubmiffion.  In  their  firft  ftata 
their  affedion  is  tender  antlKMI 
weaknefs,  and  their  piety  fablima 
withoet  prefumptian»  When  tb^ 
have  finaed,  they  ihew  boar  » 
cord  begins  in  aatoral  frailty*  aad 
bow  it  ought  to  ceafe  ia  nataal 
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forbearance;  how  confidence  of 
the  divine  favour  is  forfeited  bj 
fin^  and  how  hope  of  pardoo  may 
be  obcained  by  jpenitence  aod 
prayer.  A  ilate  of  innocence  we 
can  only  conceive,  if  indeed,  in 
our  prefect  mifery,  it  be  pofiibie 
to  conceive  it ;  bat  the  fencimentf 
and  worfliip  proper  to  a  fallen  and 
offending  being,  we  have  all  to 
learn,  as  we  have  all  to  pradife. 

The  poet,  whatever  be  done,  is 
always  great.  Our  progenitors, 
in  their  £r(l  (late,  converied  with 
angels ;  even  when  folly  and  fin 
had  degraded  theiDi,  they  had  not 
in  their  humiliation  thi  fart  tf 
mtam  fuitort  \  and  they  rife  again 
.to  reverential  regard,  when  we 
find  that  their  prayers  were  heard. 

As  human  paffions  did  not  enter 
the  world  before  the  fall,  there  is 
in  the  Paradife  Left  little  oppor- 
tunity for  the  pathetick  ;  but  what 
little  there  is  has  not  beea  loft: 
That  pallion  which  is  peculiar  to 
rational  nature,  the  anguiih  arifine 
from  the  confcioufnefs  of  tranU 
greflion,  and  the  horrors  attend- 
ing the  fenfe  of  the  Divine  dif- 
pleafare,  arc  very  juftly  defcribed 
and  forcibly  iropreiTed.  But  the 
palTions  are  moved  only  on  one 
occafion  ^  foblimity  is  the  general 
and  prevailing  quality  in  this 
poem;  fublimity  varioofly  modi- 
fied, (bmetimcs  deicriptive,  fome- 
times  argumentative. 

The  defers  and  faults  of  Pa- 
radifi  Loft^  for  faults  aud  defeds 
every  work  of  man  maft  have,  it 
is  the  bufinefs  of  impartial  cri- 
ticifm   to    difcover.       As,  in   dtf- 

f laying  the  excellence  of  Milton^ 
have  not  made  long  qnocationf, 
becaufe  of  feleding  beaaties  there 
had  baen  so  end,  I  ihall  in  the 
tee  jcocral  maaoer  oieatioQ  that 


which  feemt  to  deferte  cenfurei 
for  what  £ngli(hman  can  taka ' 
delight  in  tranfcribing  paflaget^ 
which,  if  they  leflen  the  rej;5uu« 
tion  <^  Milton,  dimioifli  in  fooM 
degree  the  honour  of  our  coiul* 
try? 

The  £«aerality  of  my  ichema 
doeslnio^  admit  the  fireqoeot  notico 
of  verbal  inaccnracies ;  which 
Bently,  perhaps  better  (killed  in 
grammar  than  in  poetry,  has  of- 
ten found/ though  he  fometimet 
made  them,  and  which  he  im- 
puted to  the  obtrufions  of  a  reviiti^ 
whom  the  author's  blindnefs  oblig- 
ed him  to  employ.  A  fuppofition 
raih  and  groundlefs,  if  he  thought 
it  true;  and  vile  and  pcrnictout^ 
if,  as  is  faid,  he  in  private  allowed 
it  to  be  falfe. 

The  plan  of  Fmraiijk  L^  haa 
this  inconvenience,  that  it  com- 
prifes  neither  human  anions  nor 
human  manners.  The  man  and 
woman  who  aft  and  fofiter,  are  in 
a  ftate  which  no  other  man  or  wo- 
man can  ever  know.  The  reader 
finds  no  tranfadlbn  in  which  he 
can  be  engaged  ;  beholds  no  con- 
dition in  which  lie  can  by  any  ef. 
fort  of  invagination  place  himfelf; 
he  has,  therefore,  little  natural  ca- 
riofity  or  fympathv. 

We  all,  indeed,  feel  the  efifedla 
of  Adam's  difobedience ;  we  all 
fin  like  Adam,  and  like  him  meft 
all  bewail  our  ofiTences;  we  have 
reftiefs  and  infidions  enemies  in 
the  fallen  angels,  and  in  the  blef- 
led  fpirits  we  have  guardians  and 
friends ;  in  the  redemption  of 
mankind  we  hope  to  be  included  % 
and  in  the  defer iption  of  heavea 
and  bell  we  are  furely  intereHed* 
as  we  are  all  to  refide  hereafter 
either  in  the  regions  of  horror  or 
of  blils. 

Da  Bet 
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Bat  thefe  troths  are  too  im- 
portant to  be  Dew ;  they  have  been 
taught  to  OQr  infancy  ;  they  hare 
mingled  with  oar  folitary  thoughts 
and  familiar  converfation*  and  are 
habitually  interwoven  with  the 
whole  texture  of  life.  Being  there- 
fore not  new»  they  raife  no  unac- 
cu domed  emotioa  in  the  mind ; 
what  we  knew  before  we  cannot 
learn ;  what  is  not  nnezpedled  can- 
not furprife. 

Of  the  ideas  faggefted  by  thefe 
awful  fcenes,  from  Tome  we  re- 
cede with  revere nce«  except  when 
liated  hours  require  their  afTocia* 
tion  ;  and  from  others  we  Ihrink 
with  horror,  or  admit  them  only 
as  falutary  inflidlions,  as  counter- 
poifes  to  our  interells  and  pailjons. 
Such  images  rather  ob(lru6t  the 
career  of  fancy  than  excite/it. 

Pleafure  and  terror  are  indeed 
the  ^enaine  fources  of  poetry;  but 
poetical  pleafare  mufl  be  iach  as 
human  imagination  can  at  leall 
conceive,  and  poetical  terror  fuch 
as  human  (Irength  and  fortitude 
nay  combat.  I'he  good  and  evil 
of  eternity  are  too  ponderous  for 
the  wings  of  wit ;  the  mind  finks 
under  them  in  paHive  helpK-frncfs, 
content  with  calm  belief  and  hum- 
ble adoration. 

Known  troths,  however,  may 
take  a  different  appearance,  and 
be  conveyed  to  the  mind  by  a  new 
train  of  intermediate  images. 
This  Milton  has  undertaken,  and 
performed  with  pregnancy  and 
vigour  of  mind  peculiar  to  him- 
fcJf.  Whoever  confiders  the  few 
radical  pofitions  which  the  Scrip- 
tures atforded  him,  uill  wonder 
by  what  energetick  operation  he 
expanded  thecj  to  fach  extent,  and 
ramified  them  to  (o  much  variety, 
reitraincd  as  he  was   by  rcligicos 


reverence    from    licentioafnefs   of 
fidion. 

Here  is  a  full  difplay  of  the 
anited  force  of  ftudy  and  genius; 
of  a  great  accomulation  of  mate- 
rials, with  judgment  to  digeft» 
and  fancy  to  combine  them  :  Mil- 
ton was  able  to  feledt  from  na- 
ture, or  from  fbry,  from  ancieoc 
fable,  or  from  modern  fcience, 
whatever  could  illuftrate  or  adorn 
his  thoughts.  An  accumulation 
of  knowledge  impregnated  his 
mind,  fermented  by  ftady,  and 
fablimed  by  imagination. 

It  has  been  therefore  faid,  with- 
out an  indecent  hyperbole,  by  one 
of  his  encomiafts,  that  in  reading 
Paradi/e  Lofi  we  read  a  book  of 
univerfal  knowledge. 

But  original  deficience  cannot 
be  fupplied.  The  want  of  hu- 
man intereH  is  always  felt.  Pa* 
radife  Loft  is  one  of  the  books 
which  the  reader  admires  and  lays 
down,  and  forgets  to  take  op 
again.  Its  perufal  is  a  duty  ra- 
ther than  a  pleafure.  We  read 
Milton  for  inllrudlion,  retire  har- 
rafr;:d  and  overburdened,  and  look 
elfcv%here  for  recreation;  we  de- 
fert  our  mailer,  and  feek  for  com- 
panions. 

Another  inconvenience  of  Mil- 
ton's defign  is,  that  it  requires  the 
defcription  of  what  cannot  b6  de- 
fcribed,  the  agency  of  fpirits.  He 
faw  that  immateriality  fupplied  no 
images,  and  that  he  could  not 
(how  angels  adling  but  by  inftm- 
ments  of  action  ;  he  therefore  in- 
vefted  them  with  form  and  mat- 
ter. This,  being  neceflary,  was 
therefore  defensible  ;  and  he  Oioold 
have  fecured  the  confiilency  of  Ilia 
fyftem,  by  keeping  immaterklinr 
out  of  fighty  and  enticing  hit  reicl- 
ef  (o  drop  it  from  his  thoaghts«: 

Bat 
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But  he  has  unhappily  perplexed 
his  poetry  with  his  philofophy. 
His  infernal  and  celeftial  powers 
are  fometimes  pare  fpirit,  and 
ibmetimes  animated  body.  When 
Satan  walks  with  his  lance  upon 
the  burning  marie ,  he  has  a  body  ; 
when  in  his  pafTage  between  hell 
and  the  new  world,  he  is  in  dan- 
ger of  finking  in  the  vacuity,  and 
is  fopported  by  a  guft  of  rifing  va- 
pours, he  has  a  body ;  when  he 
animates  the  toad,  he  feems  to  be 
mere  fpirit,  that  can  penetrate 
matter  at  pleafure  ;  when  he  ftarts 
up  in  his  <nvn  Jhape^  he  has  at  lead 
a  determined  form  ;  and  when  he 
is  brought  before  Gabriel,  he  has 
a  /pear  and  Jhield,  which  he  had 
the  power  of  hiding  in  the  toad, 
though  the  arms  of  the  contend- 
ing angels  are  evidently  material. 

The  vulgar  inhabitants  of  Pan- 
dacmonium  being  incorporeal  /pi- 
rifs,  are  at  large,  though  luithout 
number^  in  a  limited  fpacc  ;  yet  in 
the  battle,  when  they  were  over- 
whelmed by  mountains,  their  ar- 
mour hurt  \\itm /  crujhed  in  upon 
their  /ub/lance,  noiv  gro*wn  gro/s  by 
Jinning,  This  likewife  happened 
to  the  uncorrupted  angels,  who 
were  overthrown  the  /ooner  for  their 
arms,  for  unarmed  they  might  ea/ily 
as  /pirits  ha  ve  evaded  by  contract 
t/on,  or  remove.  Even  as  fpirits 
they  are  hardly  fpiritual ;  for  con- 
iraSion  and  remove  are  images  of 
matter;  but  if ^  they  could  have 
cfcaped  without  their  armour,  they 
might  have  efcaped  from  it,  and 
left  only  the  empty  cover  to  be 
battered.  Uriel,  when  he  rides 
on  a  fun-beam,  is  material:  Satan 
is  material  when  he  is  afraid  of 
the  prowefs  of  Adam. 

The  confufion  of  fpirit  and 
matter  which  pervades  the  whole 


narration  of  the  war  of  heaven  fills 
it  with  incongruity  ;  and  the  book, 
in  which  it  is  related,'  is,  I  be- 
lieve, the  favourite  of  children, 
and  gradually  neglefled  as  know- 
ledge^is  increafed. 

After  the  operation  of  immate- 
rial agents,  which  cannot  b^  ex- 
plained, may  be  confidercd  that 
of  allegorical  perfons,  wliicl)  have 
no  real  cxiftence.  .  To  exalt  caufes 
into  agents,  to  inveil  abftrad  ideaa 
with  form,  and  animate  them  with 
adivity,  has  always  been  the  right 
of  poetry.  But  fuch  airy  beings 
are,  for  the  mod  part,  fufFered 
only  to  do  their  natural  office  ;  and 
retire.  Thus  Fame  tells  a  tale, 
and  Victory  hovers  over  a  general, 
or  perches  on  a  dandard;  but 
Fame  and  Vi^ory  can  do  no  more. 
To  give  them  any  real  employ- 
ment, or  afcribe  to  them  any  ma- 
terial agency,  is  to  make  them 
allegorical  no  longer,  but  to  (hock 
the  mind  by  afcribing  efFeds  to 
non«  entity.  In  the  Prometheus  of 
i£fchylus,  we  fee  Violence  and 
Strength,  and  in  the  Jlceftis  of 
Euripides,  we  fee  Death  brought 
upon  the  dage,  all  as  adive  per- 
fons  of  the  drama  ;  but  no  prece- 
dents can  judify  abfurdity. 

Milton's  allegory  of  Sin  and 
Death  is  und(7ubtedly  faulty.  Sin 
is  indeed  the  mother  of  Death, 
and  may  be  allowed  to  be  the 
portrefs  of  bell ;  but  when  they 
dop  the  journey  of  Satan,  a  jour- 
ney defcribed  as  real,  and  when 
Death  offers  him  battle,  the  alle- 
gory is  brokeq.  That  Sin  and 
Death  diould  have  fliewn  the  way 
to  hell  might  have  been  allowed  ; 
but  they  cannot  facilitate  the  paf- 
fage  by  building  a  bridge,  becaufe 
the  difficulty  of  Satan's  pa(&ge  is 
defcribed  as  real  and  feafible,  and 
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the  bridg^e  ought  to  be  only  figor. 
ative.  The  hell  afligned  to  the 
irebelliptts  fpirits  is  defcribed  as  not 
lefs^  local  than  the  refidence  of 
man.  it  is  placed  in  fome  diftant 
part  of  ipace»  feparatcd  from  the 
regions  of  harmony  and  order  by 
a  cbaotick  wafte  and  an  unoccu- 
pied vacuity  ;  bat  Sim  and  Deoih 
worked  op  a  hm/t  of  ^ggrfiated/oiK 
cemented  with  afphMtus\  a  work 
too  bulky  for  iihal  architedi. 

This  unlkiifui  allegory  appears 
to  me  one  of  the  greateft  faults  of 
the  poem  ;  and  to  this  there  was 
no  temptation,  but  the  author's 
opinion  of  its  beauty. 

To  the  condud  of  the  narrative 
ibme  obje^ions  may  be  made. 
Satan  is  with  g''eat  expectation 
brought  before  Gabriel  m  Para- 
dife,  and  is  fuflFered  to  go  away 
nnmolefled.  The  creation  of  man 
is  reprefepted  as  the  confec^uence 
of  the  vacuity  left  in  heaven  by 
the  expulfion  of  the  rebels,  yet 
ISatan  mentions  it  as  a  report  rift 
fM  hea^ven  before  his  departure. 

To  find  fentiments  for  the  ftate 
of  innp^cence,  was  vtty  difficult; 
and  fomethiog  of  anticipation 
perhaps  is  now  and  then  diicover- 
ed.  Adam's  difcourfe  of  dreams 
feems  not  to  be  the  fpecplation  of 
fk  new-created  being.  I  know  not 
whether  l)is  anfwer  to  the  angePs 
reproof  for  ci^rioiity  does  not  want 
fomething  of  propriety :  it  is  the 
fpeech  of  a  ipan  acquainted  with 
many  other  qseo.  Some  philp* 
fophical  notions^  especially  when 
the  philofophy  is  falfe,  might  &ave 
})een  blotter  omitted.  The  angel, 
in  a  comparifon,  fpeakt  of  timorous 
flier,  before  deer  were  yet  timorous, 
^nd  before  Adam  cpfild  underftand 
tb;  fon^ariliwp 


Dryden  remarks,  that  Miltoa 
has  fome  flats  among  his  eleva- 
tions. This  is  only  to  by  that  all 
the  parts  are  not  equal.  Jo  every 
work  one  part  molt  be  for  the  (ake 
of  others;  a  palace  muft  hav^ 
paflages;  a  poem  mud  have  tran- 
ijtions.  It  is  no  more  to  be  re- 
quired that  wit  (hould  always  be 
blazing,  than  that  the  fun  fiiould 
always  Hand  at  noon.  In  a  great 
work  there  is  a  viciflitude  of  lumi- 
nous and  opake  parts,  as  there  is 
in  the  world  a  fuccedion  of  day 
and  night.  Mihon,  when  he  has 
expatiated  in  the  (Icy,  may  be  al. 
lowed  fometimes  to  revifit  earth ; 
for  what  o^her  author  ever  foar^d 
fo  high,  or  fuftained -his  flight  fo 
long? 

Milton,  being  well  verfed  in  the 
Italian  poets,  appears  to  have  bor- 
rowed often  from  them ;  C  and,  as 
every  man  learns  fomething  from 
his  companions,  his  defire  of  imi- 
Uting  Ariofto's  levity  has  difgra- 
ced  his  work  with  the  faradife  of 
fools ;  a  fidion  not  in  itfelf  ill- 
imagined,  but  too  ludicrous  for  its 
place. 

His  play  on  words,  in  which  he 
delights  too  often  ;  his  equivoca- 
tions, which  £ent1ey  endeavours  to 
defend  by  the  example  of  the  an- 
cients; his  unneceflfary  and  un- 
graceful ufe  of  terms  of  art,  it  is 
not  neceifary  to  mention,  becanie 
they  are  eafily  marked  and  gene- 
rally cenfured,  and  at  lad  bear  ib 
Ijttle  proportion  to  the  whole,  that 
they  fcarcely  deferve  the  attention 
of  a  critick. 

Such  are  the  faults  of  that  won- 
derful performance,  Paradifi  L^fl ; 
which  he  who  can  put  in  balaace 
with  its  beauties  muft  be  con6der- 
^  i|0(  as  nice  but  m  doU,  at  left 
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to  be  cenfared  for  wane  of  Gandoar 
than  pitied  for  want  of  fenfibiiity. 

Of  Purkdifi  Regaimd^  tHe  gene- 
ral judgment  ieems  now  to  be 
right,  chat  it  is  in  many  parts  ele- 

?;ant,  and  every-where  inftrudive, 
t  was  not  (o  be  fuppofed  ihat  the 
writer  of  Parmdife  Lo/  could  ever 
write  without  great  effufions  of 
fancy*  and  exalted  precepts  of 
wifdom.  The  baus  of  PaTadif4 
Regaifud  is  narrow ;  a  dialogue 
without  adlion  can  never  pleafe 
like  an  union  of  the  narrative  and 
dramatick  powers.  Had  this  poem 
been  written  not  by  Milton,  but 
by  fome  imitator,  it  would  have 
claimed  and  received  univerfal 
prail'e. 


Of  the  Cuftrms  and  Cbaraden  of 
Women  tn  the  Baft,  From  Kich- 
ardlun  on  the  Languages^  lie  of 
Eafttrn  Nations, 

TRAVELLERS,  in  general, 
do  not  appear  to  have  con- 
ceived a  jud  idea  of  the  fitoation 
of  Women  in  many  Eaftern  coun- 
tries. They  are,  for  the  mod  part, 
confidered  by  thtm  as  of  fmall 
confequence  in  the  ft  te:  they  are 
reprefeiited  as  mere  (laves  to  the 
paHions  of  the  Wronger  fex:  and 
oecaufc  the  great  men  keep  many 
beautiful  Circaffians  locked  up 
from  public  view,  a  proper  dif- 
tindion  does  not  feem  always  to 
have  been  made  between  them  and 
free-born  women,  fiut  an  atteii* 
tion  to  the  languages  and  cuHoma 
of  Afia,  will  eive  as  rjeafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  fuch  indifcriminate  ob- 
iervmtions  are  partial,  faperficiaU 
and  ioconclufive.  I  have  already 
thrown  oat  fome  ideas  on  thit  fab- 
jeft:  and  fluU  here  ofier  a  few 


more  fads,  which  appetr  to  fireog* 
then  my  opinion. 

In  Arabia,  very  early,  we  find 
the  women  in  high  confidera* 
tion ;  and  pofleffing  privileget 
hardly  inferior  to  tboie  which 
they  enjoy  in  the  rooft  enlightened 
countries  of  Europe.  They  had  a 
right,  by  the  laws,  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  independent  property,  by 
inheritance,  by  gift,  by  marriage- 
fettlement,  or  by  any  other  mode 
of  acquiiition.  The  wife  had  a 
regular  dower »  which  (he  was  to 
enjoy  an  full  right  after  the  demifc 
of  her  hu(band  :  and  (he  had  alf3 
a  kind  of  pin-money,  or  para- 
phernalia, which  (he  night  difpofe 
of  in  her  life  time,  or  bequeatn  at 
her  death,  without  his  knowledge 
or  con(ent. 

To  this  confideration  and  weight, 
which  property,  by  the  laws  and 
cuiloms  of  the  Arabians,  gave  to 
the  female  fex,  it  may  even  per- 
haps be  no  extravagant  ftretch  of 
thought,  to  trace  the  fuccefs,  if 
not  the  origin,  of  a  religion, 
which,  from  the  extenfivenels  of 
its  operations,  may  be  confidered 
as  one  of  the  greateft  evenu  in  tho 
hiftory  of  mankind.  Poveny,  u 
Cardinal  de  Retz  jufUy  obferves^ 
is  the  grave  of  many  a  great  de- 
iign.  And  (b  low  in  circam(Uncet 
was  Mohammed,  in  the  early  part 
of  life,  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  weight  and  power  which  he  de- 
rived trom  his  maniage  with  a 
rich  widow,  his  enthofiafm  mighty 
perhaps,  have  juft  exifted  and  ex- 
pired with  hifflfelf.  His  ^ther 
Abdallah  was  a  younger  (on  of 
AbdoUmocAlleb,  chief  of  the  Ko- 
reiih  tribe ;  but,  dying  young,  he 
left  Mohammed  and  nis  mother, 
for  ail  theiir  cftate,  ool^  five  ca- 
mels   and    an    Ethiopian    flave. 
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7'  ae-.  sjt  *rnwi*i  ae  sian't  efhag, 

>>   A.McU,    vac  iw   was   reccn- 

tAe  »t^^  VMi^l^mi  vibc  carried 
6rt  ar.  enea^ve    rra<le   *::ii  STria 
azv^   oiier  c^or.criei.     T.vli   lacy 
vtai  Gf  a  Ac^,>  fan:.7p  asd  cf  ciie 
i%zit  u,be.      Sae  had  been  twice 
Aiarrie^  :  fnis  'rod  bcea  luitij  \th 
by  bcCA   h4fba'.dt :   aad    nad   ix- 
ffv/;::   the   «r2ic!s  by   ccnoierce. 
Ifrr  yionjj  fa'?of  wa*  e^eexcd  ihe 
hir»'i(r,mtft    man  of  hii   age:    fi:s 
2?r.ia«  wa»  qjicic  :  aru2  hi:  iddrtU 
ir>ririja:rr;(.      She  made   him    her 
third     hbfband ;     and,    with    her 
hand,  fne   gave   hira   the  dirpoTal 
/;f  her  fortune.      Being  a  man  of 
Li*"h,    chif    rai^d    him   at   once, 
frffm   a   m^r.iai   llation,  to  a  level 
with   the   ilrll   nobiet  of  Arabia; 
ar*d  gave   him  confeqaence,  inde- 
ptudetice,  and  ieiforet  fulncient  to 
prepare   the   plans   for  his  futare 
j^reatnc^t.      It    nai    £fteen    years 
after  thi«  marriage  before  he  pab- 

licty  aflumrd  the  p/ophetic  cbarac. 
ter :    and    he    then  met  «vitb  fach 

V'K^roui     oppofition,     particularly 

Irrim  the  leading  men  of  his  own 

tribe,  that,   nearly   crufhed   as  he 

often  was,  he  mult  probably  have 

been  quite  overwhelmed*  had   not 

\t\%  riches,  by  increafing  hii  power, 

liii  importance,  and  his profely tes, 

lurniflied    him    with    refources    to 

overcame  difficulties,  which  might 

othcrwife  have  baffled  all  the  vi- 
gour of  his  genius. 

rhc  Prophet*  at  his  death,  left 

many    widows:     four    of    whom, 

whild  they  lived,  had  confiderable 

wcii;ht  in  the  councils  of  the  Arabs. 

llui  the  influence  of  Ayeftia,  whom 

fhcy  dignified  with  the  tiile  of  Mo- 

ihff  of  the  Faithful t  luas  almoft  un- 

|M)undcd.    Ali*  is  foh  in-law  and 


I 


gc«raiiy 
ftr:  IMC  he 
^ya£3rc  at  Ajefta, 
cocs,   wicii  aany 
cf   laccaoBeace :   md     ±s 
forgave  hia.    Her  adier  Ababe^ 
ker-owcc  ais  elevacoo  xo  tke  Oa- 
ii£iZ  duedv  to  ker  wsdrriL    Upas 
his  deceaiir,  &e  tafported  Onr. 
She  was  c'riief  cczt-^nsar  agaaaft 
Odiaas,   uie  fiicrra  r  ct   OJaar. 
And  when  All,  as  leagth,  fcccecd- 
ed  to  toe  Kaalitat.  the  headed  a 
fcraidable  rebe!lio«  againjl  him. 
Sae  took  fiifrah ;   a=d  gave  kioi 
battle  near  that  place.     This  fa- 
mous aoioa  is  calied  Tub'  tjaamml^ 
tne  day  if  thi  camiit  f^om   a  large 
finite   ore,    upon    whica  fh:   was 
mounted.      She  rede    through  the 
ranks  ;  and,  to  acimate  her  troops, 
ffae  drove  ir/o  etc  thxckcd  of  Jie 
battle.     Seventy  bands,  it  is  faid, 
were  (Irnclc  oft,  in  anemptiag    to 
feize  her  bridle.     And,  when  the 
legs  of  her  camel  were  at .  length 
cut  off,  the  carriage  in  which  the 
fat  refembled   a   porcupine,   from 
the  number  of  javelins  and  arrows 
with  which  it  was  transfixed.     The 
fuperior  generalihip   of    Ali    pre- 
vailed ;    her  army,   thoogh   more 
numerous,    was    routed ;    apd   fhe 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Khalif. 
When  broaeht  before  him,  he  faid, 
••    What   doft  thou  think   of   the 
"  work  of  God    to   thee  ?"     She 
anfwered,   *•   Thou   has  conquer- 
"  ed,  O  Ali !  be  merciful.*'     The 
generous  Ali  did  (how  her  mercy. 
Me  fent  her  to  Medina,  attended 
by  feventy  women  in  men's  appa- 
rel ;    where    (he    was   ordered    to 
confine  herfelf  to  her  honfe,  and  to  , 
meddle  no   more    in    fiate  affairt. 
On  the  death  of  Ali,  however,  (be 
recovered  her     influence;      and,. 

man/ 
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many  years  afterwards,  when  Moa- 
wiyah  wiihed  to  make  the  Khalifat 
hereditary  in  his  family,  he  thought 
it  neceilary  to  fecare  her  interef^, 
by  a  prefent  of  bracelets  valued  at 
150,000  dinars,  near  70,000!. 

The  Arabian  women  of  rank 
feem  indeed  to  have  taken  a  very 
a6live  concern  both  in  civil  and 
military  affairs,  At  the  battle  of 
Ohod,  where  Mohammed  was  de- 
feated by  the  Pagan  Meccans,  the 
referve,  we  find,  was  led  on  by 
Henda,  the  wife  of  Abu  Sofian, 
a  man  of  the  firft  rank.  She  was 
accompanied  by  fifteen  other  wo- 
men of  diftindlion ;  who,  with  mu- 
fic  and  exhortations,  animated  the 
troops.  By  their  fpirit  and  re- 
proaches they  were  repeatedly  ral- 
lied, when  retiring  before  Mo- 
hammed :  and  by  them,  in  a  great 
meafure,  was  the  fortune  of  the 
day  decided. 

One  of  the  mod  coniiderable  of 
the  prophet's  oppofers,  was  a  lady 
called  Forka ;  who  feems  to  have 
anfwered  exaftly  the  defcription  of 
a  feudal  peerefs  in  the  middle  ages 
of  Europe.  She  was  pofTeiTed  of 
territory,  of  a  caftle,  and  of  great 
riches  and  confideration.  Her 
troops  had  checked  the  inroads  of 
the  Prophet's  marauding  parties ; 
and  Zeid,  one  of  his  chief  gene- 
rals, was  fent  to  reduce  her  to  obe* 
dience.  The  defence  of  her  caftle 
was  obftinate :  but  it  was  at  length 
taken  by  florm :  and  the  Jady, 
with  part  of  her  garrifbn,  were 
killed.  Amongft  other  captives 
was  Forka*s  yoong  daughter  and 
heirefs ;  who,  with  all  her  wealth, 
became  the  prize  of  the  conqueror. 

Many  other  examples  might  be 
given;  bat  it  may  be  fufficient» 
lor  the  prefent  fubjeft,  to  obferve 
^n  general,  that  the  dignified  be- 


haviour, which  diitingfiilhed  the 
Arabian  women,  long  before  and 
after  Mbhammed,  points  clearly 
toa  confcioafnefs  of  their  own  im- 
portance :  to  which  an  habitual  fla- 
very  and  fubjedlion  could  never  pof- 
iibly  have  given  birth. 

Numberlefs  initances  of  the 
confcquence  of  women  might  be 
brought  alfo  from  Pcriia,  Tartary, 
and  other  Eaftern  countries.  But 
I  muft  again  beg  the  reader  to  re- 
member, that  Che  limits  of  theie 
fketches  will  not  permit  me  to  en- 
ter into  details ;  or  to  prefent  to 
his  attention  any  thing  but  mere 
outlines.  It  is  certain,  among 
other  privileges,  that  they  poffeiTcd 
the  right  of  mcceflion  to  the  throne; 
and  often  a6led  as  regents  during 
the  minority  of  their  fons.  Touraa 
dokht  and  Azurmi  dokht,  the 
daughters  of  Khofrou  Parvis,  were 
fucceffively  the  reigning  queens  of 
Perlia,  a  few  years  before  the  Mo- 
hammedan conqueft.— About  the 
beginning  of  the  tenth  century^ 
queen  Seidet  was  regent,  during 
the  noQ-age  of  her  fon,  and  go- 
verned with  much  wifdom.  When 
he  took  the  reins  of  goveroment, 
he  appointed  the  famous  phyfician 
Avicenna  to  be  his  vizir.  But, 
public  affairs  being  managed  with 
much  imprudence,  the  queen  mo- 
ther, finding  herfelf  treated  with 
indignity,  retired  from  court ;  and, 
raifing  an  army,  defeated  her  fon: 
whom,  neverthelefs,  (he  reftored 
ro  the  throne;  and  affifted,  front 
that  time,  with  her  councils.  The 
kingdom  ftourifhed  whilft  (he  lived : 
but  on  her  death,  the  powerful 
Sultan  Mahmoud  of  Ghezna,  who 
had  ever  treated  her  with  much 
refpedl,  attacked  her  diffipated  fon, 
and  annexed  Perfia  to  his  empire. 

According 
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According  to  Abulgazi  ELhan, 
by  the  andent  laws  of  the  Moguls, 
a  prince  could  not  reign  till  he  was 
thirty  years  of  age :  on  which  oc- 
^aiions,  the  queen  mother  a£ted 
always  as  regent.  He  gives  an  in* 
fUnce,  in  this  place*  of  a  princefs, 
named  Alcana,  (from  whom  Jen- 
g}z  Khan  derived  defcent)  who  go- 
verned her  people,  for  ipany  years, 
during  the  minority  of  her  Ton. 
Turkban  Khatun,  a  Tartar  lady, 
mother  of  Mohammed,  Sultan  of 
Kharezme,  was  a  princefs  of  uo» 
common  abilities,  and  had  fuch  an 
afcendancy  over  her  fon,  that  ibe, 
in  a  great  meafure,  governed  the 
kingdopi ;  which,  before  the  in- 
▼a£on  of  Jengiz  Khan,  was  con- 
fidered  as  the  moll  powerful  in  the 
Eaft :  and  the  court  the  moft  mag« 
nificent  and  police.  Yet  ladies  of 
the  firft  didinflion  thought  it  not 
inconfiilent  with  the  delicacy  of 
their  fex  to  take  the  field  againft 
the  Moguls.  They  made  alfo 
many  fallies  during  the  ilege  of 
the  capital ;  which  held  oat,  near 
twelve  months,  againft  a  prodigi- 
ous army  commanded  by  three  of 
Jengiz  Khan's  fons.  And,  when 
It  was  taken  at  lad  by  aflauh,  the 
inhabitants,  male  and  female,  re- 
tired, fighting,  from  hou^e  to 
lioufe>  and  from  ftreet  to  ftreet; 
till,  according  to  the  loweft  com- 

£uta(ioo»  above  a  hundred  thou- 
Lnd  were  killed.  The  fpirit,  in- 
deed, of  the  Kharezmian  women, 
has  induced  feme  writers  to  confi- 
|der  them  as  the  defcendants  of  the 
ancient  Amazons. 

The  Vizir  Nezam  gives  many 
}nftances  of  the  political  influence 
pf  the  Women  in  Eaftern  courts; 
and  is  at  infinite  pains  to  advife 
kis  ion  to  pay  to  them  the  higheiib 
Uttcniion.     He  divides  the  ^oort 


into  four  clafifes,  at  the  kead  of 
which  he  places  the  Womeii :  aa4 
obierves,  that  much  of  his  fncccft 
will  depend  upon  the  manner  ia 
which  he  condu6b  himfelf  towards 
them.  The  firft  dafs  that  claims 
your  notice,  iays  he,  are  the  prin- 
cipal Women:  the  -next;  the 
King's  Sods  ;  after  them,  the  great 
Omras:  and,  laft  of  all,  the  in- 
ferior Minifters.  —  Alton  Tafli, 
continues  the  Vizir,  was  the  firit 
Omra  of  the  Divan,  in  the  reign 
of  Sultan  Mahmoud  of  Ghezna. 
When  the  government  of  Kharez- 
me  being  vacant,  he  Solicited  the 
appointment.  As  he  was  efteemed 
the  chief  pillar  of  the  throne,  the 
court  was  furprized>  that  he  ftiould 
have  accepted  it.  And  a  friend 
bagging  of  bi°^  ^^  know,  what 
could  induce  him  to  refign  the  po- 
wer he  had  over  fo  vaft  an  empire, 
to  take  the  charge  of  a  cgrncr: 
Altum  Tafli  replied,  «'  By  the 
<<  God  who  created  heaven  and 
•*  earth,  the  fecret  which  i  (hall 
*'  now  difclofe  to  yoa  I  have  not 
*'  revealed  to  any  living  foul.  It 
<*  was  the  enmity  of  Jemila  Kaa- 
<'  dahari,  and  that  only,  which 
"  made  me  give  up  the  power  I 
"  had  over  this  great  empire, 
**  For,  many  years  have  the  affairs 
*<  thereof  been  ander  my  ounagc- 
*'  ment:  and,  in  that  time,  what- 
*'  ever  I  tied  (tit  unloofed;  ^aod 
'*  whatever  I  unloofed  (he  tied. 
«  What  (he  refolved  upon  I  was 
"  incapable  of  oppofing ;  and 
<*  whatever  ftie  oppofed  it  was  in 
**  vain  for  me  to  attempt.  Ve^xed 
"  with  being  contineally  kiiled> 
**  and  unable  to  apply  a  reeiedj* 
**  the  world  appeared  dark  in  ay 
'<  eyes;  and  I  volontarily  xknm 
•*  my(elf  into  this  r€tiree|e«C» 
<f  irhere  {  ua4  in  Qod  I  Mi  bf 

«ftlf 


C  H  AR-A  C  T  E  R  S. 


43 


**  fafc  from  the  effc£b  of  her  re- 
•'  featmeot.''  Wc  mdft  not  fup- 
pofe,  that  this  female  influence 
was  thus  powerful  in  the  court  of 
a  weak  or  a  diffipated  prince :  for 
Mahmood  was  one  of  the  grcateft 
monarchs  that  ever  reigned  :  al- 
roofl  the  whole  of  his  great  em- 
pire he  had  conquered  himleU ; 
and  it  was  governed  incirely  under 
his  own  infpe^ion.  Jtmila  Kan- 
dahari  appears  to  have  been  the 
firft  lady  of  the  bed- chamber  to 
Mahmuud's  Sultana :  and  her  re- 
fentmeni  againll  Ahun  Ta(h,  was 
owing  to  h\%  oppofition  lo  ihc  Vizir 
Ahmen  Hadan.  whom  (he  patro- 
nized. Gallantry,  ac.  the  lame 
time,  doex  not  appear  to  have  had 
any  concern  in  her  operations :  for 
Nezam  obferves,  that,  though  her 
favourite  Ahmed  correfponded  with 
her  often,  they  did  not  lee  one  ano- 
ther perhaps  once  in  twelve  months. 
Marriage  fettlements  and  por- 
tions given  with  daughters,  or  fif- 
ters,  appear  to  be  of  great  anti- 
quity in  Arabia :  for,  long  before 
Mohammed,  they  had  refined  (o 
much  upon  them,  that  it  became 
common,  where  two  men  were 
obliged  to  give  great  fortunes  with 
their  female  relations,  to  evade 
payment,  by  making  a  double 
marriage ;  one  efpoufiog  the 
daughter  or  fifter  of  the  other ;  and 
giving  his  daughter  or  ilfter  in  re- 
turn. This  pra^ice,  which  they 
called  Sbigar,  probably  with  the 
Tiew  of  encouraging  alliances  a- 
mong  different  tribes,  or  prevent- 
ing too  much  wealth  from  accu- 
molating  ia  particular  familier, 
Mohammed  declared  to  be  ille- 
gal in  the  Alcoran.— >The  fepa- 
rate  property,  or  paraphernalia, 
which  the  wife  enjoyed,  feems 
IP  har^  \ftttL  tl^c  prodace  of  fucb 


prefents  as  the  bride  received  front 
her  friends  or  from  her  future 
hufband,  before ,  marriage.  Tbo(b 
of  the  bridegroom,  which  were 
called  Nukl,  h;id  no  fixed  medium; 
being  proportioned  to  his  aflfedion, 
to  his  fortune,  and  often  to  hia 
odencation :  ior  it  was  cufiomary 
to  fend  (hofe  prefents,  a  day  or 
two  before  the  nuptials,  with  great 

f»omp,  from  his  houfe  to  the  dwel- 
mg  of  the  bride.  And  although 
the  whole  might  have  been  car- 
ried, perhaps  with  eafe,  by  one  or 
two  camels,  horfes,  or  liervancs, 
they  would  frequently  make  a  pro- 
ceifion  of  ten,  twenty,  thirty,  or 
more :  every  one  bearing  fomc— 
thing,  fet  off  with  ornaments,  in 
a  gay  (hewy  manner. 

Their  marriage  ceremonies,  in 
the  £a(l,  fcein  indeed  to  have 
been,  in  all  times,  attended  with 
much  feftivity  and  public  parade. 
All  the  friends  of  both  families  af* 
fembled  :  and,  where  the  fortune 
or  the  vanity  of  the  bridegroom^ 
or  father  of  the  bride,  were  confi- 
de rable,  they  were  in  general  very 
expenfive.  The  nuptials  of  per- 
fonsH>f  high  rank,  were  aftonifh- 
ingly  fpleodid  The  marriage. of 
the  Khalif  Almamoun  with  the 
daughter  of  Haflan  Sahal,  gover- 
nor of  Babylonian  Irak,  was  at- 
tended with  a] moil  incredible  ex- 
penee.  Slaves  of  both  fexes,  with 
other  rich  prefents,  were  fent  by 
the  governor  to  every  grandee.  He 
defrayed  the  expence  of  the  whole 
court  and  of  the  KhaliFs  guards, 
during  that  prince's  refideoce  at 
Fommalfaleb,  where  HaiTan  Sahal 
generally  lived.  The  r(Tads  from 
thence  to  Baghdad,  for  near  a 
hundred  miles,  were  covered  with 
mats  of  TOld  and  filver  Auff:  and 
the  bridc^  head*dre(3  wis  adorned 

with 
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with  a  thoufand  pearls;  each,  (If 
there  is  no  roiftake  ot*  exaggera- 
tion) of  the  fize  of  a  pigeon's  eg? 
or  of  a  large  nut :  which  the  Rhahf 
immediately  fettled  on  her,  as  pare 
of  her  dower. 

Even  upon  ordinary  occafions  it 
was  ufual  to  throw  amongft  the 
populace,  as  the  proceffipn  moved 
along,  money,  fweetmeats,  flowers, 
and  other  articles ;  which  the  peo- 
ple catched  in  cloths,  made  for 
luch  occafions,  ilretched  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  upon  frames.  With 
regard  to  the  money,  however, 
^here  appears  often  to  have  been  a 
mixture  of  ceconomy,  or  rather  of 
deception ;  which  probably  arofe 
from  the  neceflity  of  complying 
with  a  cudom,  that  might  be  ill- 
fuited  to  the  fortunes  of  fome,  and 
'to  the  avarice  of  others  :  for  we 
find,  that  it  was  not  uncommon  to 
collect  bad  money,  called  kelb,  at 
a  low  price,  to  throw  away  at  nup> 
tial  proceffions. 

The  bride,  on  the  day  of  mar- 
riage, was  conducted  with  great 
ceremony  by  her  friends  to  her 
hufband*s  houfe;  and  immediately 
on  her  arrival,  (he  made  him  a  va- 
riety of  prefents ;  efpecially  of 
houftiold  furniture,  with  a  fpear, 
and  a  tent.  There  feems  to  be  a 
curious  fimilitude,  in  fome  of  thofe 
ceremonies,  to  cuftoms  which  pre- 
vailed amongft  the  old  Germans, 
before  they  left  their  forefts  ;  as 
well  as  among  the  Gothic  nations, 
after  they  were  eftabliihed  in  their 
conquefts.  Tacitus  obferves^  that 
the  German  bridegrooms  and  brides 
made  each  other  reciprocal  pre- 
fents ;  and  particularly  of  arms 
and  cattle.  The  gifts  made  to 
the  Eaftern  bride  appear  like  wife 
to  have  been  upon  the  fame  prin- 
ciples   with    the    Morgengabt,    or 


Morning  gift,  which  it  was  com- 
mon for  the  Europeaa  hofband, 
in  the  early  and  middle  ages,  to 
pre  fen  t  to  his  wife  the  morning 
after  marriage.  And,  whilft  the 
dower,  in  both,  feems  to  have  re- 
verted, upon  the  death  of  the  wi- 
dow, to  the  kindred  of  the  huf- 
band,  the  prefents  were  left  entirely 
at  her  own  diipofal. 

A  man,  without  the  interpofi- 
tion  of  the  law,  might  divorce  his 
wife,  provided  he  paid  to  her 
whatever  dower  had  been  fettled 
by  the  marriage  contradl :  unlefs 
he  could  prove,  to  the  fatisfadion 
of  b^r  aflembled  friends,  that  her 
condufl  had  given  fiiHicient  caufe 
for  the  feparation :  in  which  cafe, 
her  fortune  and  fettlements  were 
forfeited.  The  wife  had  alfo  the 
fame  power  of  divorce,  if  (he  dif- 
liked  her  hufband:  but  then  fhe 
relinquifhed  her  fettlements,  and 
returned  all  the  prefents  fhe  had 
received  from  him  before  or  after 
marriage.-  A  man  might  re-mar- 
ry his  divorced  wife,  even  unto 
the  third  time  ;  beyond  which  it 
was  unlawful.  The  form  of  re- 
pudiation was  vtry  concife:  the 
hufband  faying  only,  **  Get  thee 
*'  gone,  I  care  not  for  thee.'*  Yet 
fimple  as  it  was,  they  coniidered 
it  as  fo  binding,  that  if  a  couple 
lived  afterwards  together,  without 
the  ceremony  of  a  re  marriage,  it 
was  reckoned  infamous,  and  view- 
ed in  the  fame  light  as  adultery. 

Temporary  marriages  arc  com- 
mon in  many  parts  of  the  Eaft. 
The  Arabians  call  them  Almntahm 
The  Alcoran  fpeaks  rather  equivo- 
cally with  regard  to  them  ;  which 
has  opened  a  field  for  much  diffe- 
rence of  opinion  among  the  Mo* 
hammcdaii  lawyers.  Abotit  the 
beginning  of   the    ninth    centory 
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they  were  interdifled  by  the  Kha- 
lif  Almamoan:  but  they  were 
nev.er  entirely  difcontinued  ;  and 
are  now  very  common.  They  are 
contraded  by  a  written  indenture* 
witneHfedby  the  Cadhi ;  and  a 
certain  fum  is  fettled  upon  the  wo- 
man, to  be  paid  to  her  on  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  ;  when  the  en-, 
gagement  may  either  be  renewed 
or  finally  diiTolved.  The  offspring 
of  fuch  connexions  cannot  inhe- 
rit. 

A  Angular  matrimonial  cuftonit 
we  may  here  remark,  fomewhat 
refembling  the  above,  prevailed  of 
old  in  many  parts  of  Europe.  Men 
of  rank,  who  had  loll  their  wives, 
but  had  children,  to  avoid  bur- 
thening  their  etlates,  might  marry 
low-born  women ;  who.  bringing 
no  fortune,  were  intitled  to  no 
dower,  Thefe  cootrads  (accord- 
ing to  Baron  von  Lowhen)  are  ilill 
prevalent  in  Germany  ;  where  they 
are  lliled  Left-handed  marriages : 
it  being  a  part  of  the  ceremony 
for  the  bridegroom  to  give  his  left 
hand  to  the  bride.  The  children 
of  fuch  marriages  are  not  capable 
of  inheriting ;  and  bear  neither 
the  name  nor  arnr.s  of  the  father. 

We  find  in  Scripture,  that  when 
a  man  died,  leaving  no  ifTue  by 
his  wife,  it  was  fometimes  incum- 
bent upon  his  next  unmarried  bro- 
ther to  efpoufe  the  widow.  A  cuf- 
tom  fimilar  to  this,  is  not  only 
found  among  the  Arabians,  but 
another  ftill  more  llrange.  For 
where  a  father  left  one  or  more 
widows,  the  fons  often  married 
them,  provided  they  were  not 
their  own  mothers.  This  nfage 
was  fupprefled  by  Mohammed : 
and  it  appears,  even  before  his 
time,  to  have  been  marked  with  a 
degree  of  deteftatioo:  the   word 


Makt^  which  denotes  this  fpecie  s  ^ 
marriage,  fignifying  alfo  hatred 
and  enmity.  Marrying  a  brother** 
widow,  if  childlefs,  is  ftill  cufto- 
mary  in  fome  parts  of  Tartary  ; 
particularly  in  CircaiTia.  And 
Abulgazi  Khan  mentions  feveral 
princes  who  had  married  their 
ftep-mothers.  He  feeros  indeed 
to  confider  it  as  a  thing  of  courfe : 
and  particularly  tells  as,  that  Odlai 
Khan  married  one  of  the  widows 
of  his  father  Jengiz  Khan.  Bat 
what  has  moft  furprized  me,  is  to 
find  (b  odd  a  cudom  prevailing^ 
even  in  Scotland,  fo  late  as  the 
eleventh  century :  it  being  men- 
tioned by  Lord  Hailes  in  his  An- 
nals ;  who  fuppofes,  that  it  might 
have  originated  from  avarice,  ia 
order  to  relieve  the  heir  from  the 
payment  of  a  jointure. 

An  inftitucion,  we  are  informed, 
was  introduced  or  revived  among 
the  Moguls  and  Tartars  by  Jengiz 
Khan,  which  appears  to  have  beeti 
founded  on  the  principles  of  found 
political  wifdom :  two  families, 
though  all  their  children  were 
dead,  being  permitted  to  form  a 
matrimonial  alliance,  by  marrying 
the  deceafed  fon  of  one  to  the  de- 
ceafed  daughter  of  the  other. 
Thefe  nuptials  had  often  mod  fa- 
lutary  confequence; :  hoftile  tribes 
having  been  united  by  this  imagi- 
nary tie,  when  all  other  means  of 
pacification  had  failed.  And  they 
feem  even  to  have  viewed  it  with 
more  fuperilitious  veneration  than 
if  the  parties  had  been  alive: 
confidering  any  breach  of  treaty* 
after  this  ideal  contract,  at  draw- 
ing upon  themfelves  the  vengeance 
of  the  departed  fpirits.  The  an- 
cient Perfians,  from  a  notion  that 
married  people  were  peculiarly 
happy  ia  a  fotore  iUte,  ufcd  often 
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CO  lure  peribns,  to  be  efpcafed  to 
fock  of  toeir  relations  as  had  died 
M  celibacy. 

It  may  not  be  quite  for^igo  to 
tke  prcfeot  fubject,  to  make  &  few 
fMsarks  opoa  lome  pc.uliantin  in 
tke  drcfi  of  Eaftern  women  ;  as 
even  from  thence  ioa*e  frelh  lights 
aiay  be  thrown  npor.  the  female 
Ch/.rade^.  In  all  countrisi  where 
4refs  has  arrived  at  any  degree  of 
lefinem'.'ii,  wnatevrr  is  ccnf:dered 
as  a  beauty  wiJl  genrraily  be  imi* 
fate  by  art,  where  n^icjre  has  de- 
■sed  ner  bounty.  To  mis  general 
prrpenljty  we  may  trace  the  origin 
ot  fjce-f^aioting»  patches,  the  boU 
iUr ing  or  the  petticoats,  falfe  hair, 
and  the  f^atoered  ornararnts  of  the 
bead :  all  which  we  diicoTcr  very 
early  in  tne  Eail.  Ft om  the  de> 
fcription  of  Jezebel,  and  from  va- 
rioas  other  paifages  in  the  Old 
Teilament,  we  find,  that  face- 
painting  was  then  fafhionable  a- 
mong  women  of  rank  :  and  from 
thefe  words  of  Jeremiah,  (ch.  iv. 
30  )  •'  'Ihoa^h  thou  rcndctt  thy 
**  face  with  painting,  in  vain  (halt 
"thou  make  thyiclf  fair;*'  we 
plainly  difcover,  that  the  Jcwiih 
women  had  then  carried  it  to  the 
irictous  excefs,  of  even  rending  and 
disfiguring  their  faces,  by  repeated 
and  iniemperatc  uic. 

1  he  uords  in  Arabic  and  Per- 
fian,  whicn  exprefs  painting  in  all 
its  fl  get,  are  very  numerous. 
They  pAint  their  checks  and  alfo 
their  nails  w.th  red  ;  tne  reil  of 
the  face,  the  neck,  and  the  arms, 
with  white;  and  their  eyes,  in  a 
particular  manner,  with  b'ack,  to 
give  them  a  hue  luilre.  Eye- 
painting,  we  find,  was  common  in 
Ezekiers  time,  (ch.  xxiii.  40.) 
«•  Thou'  didi  walh  thyfclf,  paint- 
*'  cdH  chine  tya,   and'  deckedA 
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•'  thyfelf  with  oraaflKats."  The 
panic  jlsr  ooloors  which  tbe  Wo- 
men of  Paleftine  afeAed,  arc  aot 
mentioned:  bet,  aaoag  tbe  Per- 
fians  and  Arabians,  we  find  not 
only  red,  black,  and  white,  bat 
even  faniron  and  other  ydknr 
washes  for  the  face.  Their  hair 
ihey  comb  with  great  care;  and 
they  highly  perfnme  it  with  odori« 
ferous  Doguents  or  pomaf  ms. 
Tir:-women  are  macn  employed: 
and  ;here  are  even  females,  wbofe 
only  bufxnefs  u  to  dean,  tbin»  and 
fharpen  tbe  teeth. 

Among  other  fafliioas,  which 
may  pojfibiy  have  been  borrowed 
from  Afia,  are  ornamental  patches. 
Black  moles  on  the  face  have  been 
long  coniidrred  as  a  fingnlar  beanty 
in  the  Eaft.  We  have  only  to  look 
into  the  Arabian  and  Perfian  poets 
for  innumerable  infiances  of  the 
enthufiafm  with  which  they  admi- 
red (his  fancied  elegance.  That 
the  ladies  would,  of  oonieqoenoe, 
ufe  every  art  to  imitate  a  bnnty  fo 
highly  prized,  is  extremely  nam- 
ral :  and  hence,  perhaps,  aroie 
th^  fafhion  of  fobftitnting  imprin- 
ted  marks,  or  patches  of  black 
filk,  to  counterfeit  nature.  Upon 
the  fame  principles  we  may  account 
for  I  he  number  of  words  in  the 
Arabic  and  Perfian  languages  which 
fiynify  bo!ftering  or  quilting  of  tbe 
peuicoacs,  to  give  an  appearance 
of  that  fine  fwell  below  the  waift, 
which  ihofe  people  edeem  as  one  <i 
the  grcateft  elegancies  of  the  fe- 
male (hape.  Falfe  hair  is  nUb 
frequently  alluded  to;  and  lea- 
thers appear  to  have  been 
generally  worn,  than  they 
even  lately  by  the  ladies  oJF  £og«> 
land.  , 

I  have  now  in  my  pofleflton  n 

valoable    eaftem   manmcript,  ibm 
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property  of  General  Carnac,  Go* 
vernor  of  Bombay  ;  which  he  por- 
chafed  when  CommaiKier  in  Chief 
of  the  Bail  India  Company's  forces 
in  Bengal,  for  looo  rupees  (125I.) 
It  contains  extrad^  from  ihe  fine(t 
authors,  efpecially  Perfians:  (bme 
of  which  are  ornamented  in  the 
Eadern  manner,  with  drawings  of 
the  heroes  and  heroines  of  their 
poems.  Some  of  the  faces  have 
coniiderable  merit:  and  the  drefs 
of  the  PrincefTes,  when  anveiled, 
has,  in  nuny  refpeds,  a  resem- 
blance to  fome  of  the  fafhions  of 
Europe.  They  are  often  drawn 
without  any  head- drefs:  the  hair 
dark ;  and  the  ringlets  waving 
down  over  their  necK  and  fhool- 
ders.  They  have  frequently  round 
their  heads  a  kind  of  diadem,  fet 
with  precious  ftones ;  from  which 
rife  one  or  more  tufts  of  feathers : 
the  quills  of  which  are  fet  in  foc- 
kets  of  gold  and  gems.  Some- 
times they  have  a  (hort  ftubbed 
appearance;  and  fometimes  they 
are  long,  and  flow  gracefully  back- 
wards. They  wear  fometimes  oofe- 
jewels,  which  thofe  who  have  not 
been  accoftomed  to  them  can  never 
think  a  beaaty.  They  have  alfo 
ear-rings,  not  only  in  the  lob,  but 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  ear.  Their 
necklaces  confift  of  many  rows  of 
jewels,  the  loweft  of  which  hang 
down  over  the  bofom.  Their 
drels,  in  general,  when  the  upper 
garment  is  laid  afide,  is  mted 
exaOIy  to  the  (hape ;  and  feemt 
ne«rly  to  refemble  what,'I  believe, 
is  called  a  Jefuit ;  buttoning  down 
the  brcail,  covering  the  neck 
pretty  high,  and  the  arms  down  to 
Ibe  wrifti.  There  is  fometimes  a 
large  fqoare  jewel  on  the  fore  part 
of  m  arm,  a  little  below  thefliottl- 
ium    Th^  girdles  are  very  b^pad^ 


generally  made  of  fine  leather  1 
and  covered  entirely  over  wicli 
embroidery  and  gems.  Their 
robes  are  long  and  flowing  behind : 
and  their  ancles  are  often  encir* 
cied  with  a  ring  of  gold,  orna* 
roented  with  jewels.  Upon  their 
head  they  wear  fometimes  a  low- 
crowned  ,  cap,  terminating  in  a 
point,  round  which  they  wreathe 
ieveral  folds  of  fine  linen  or  iilk| 
to  the  top  of  which,  when  they  go 
abroad,  they  fallen,  with  a  gold 
bodkin,  a  veil  which  covers  the 
face  and  a  great  pare  of  the  bodf» 
There  are  few  or  the  female  facet 
which  have  not  one  or  two  black 
moles  or  artificial  marks ;  which 
the  Perfians  name  Khal,  and  the 
Arabians  UIie6. — Women  of  infe- 
rior rank,  who  cannot  pnrchafe 
jewels*  make  their  necklaces^ 
bracelets,  and  other  ornaments,  of 
fmall  (hells,  or  beads  of  different 
coloured  glafs. 

It  ma^  be  obferved,  before  we 
finiih  this  article  of  drefs,  that 
face  and  eye  painting  are  alfo  10 
ufe  among  the  men ;  who  pay  the 
fame  attention  to  their  beards^ 
which  the  women  pay  to  their  hair* 
They  perfume  them  highly,  and 
oAen  tinge  them ;  fometimes  of  e 
fine  red,  (bmetimes  with  faffroon 
and  with  various  other  dyes.  Red 
was  the  favourite  colour  of  Mo- 
hammed, A^ubeker,  or  Omar; 
and  their  example  was  greatly  fol- 
lowed. 


Bhgrafbical  Anecdotes   of  tbt  laN 
Mr,  Garrick. 

PAVID    Garrick,    Efqnire, 
was  born  at  Hereford,  about 
month   of    February,    1716. 
Hit  greiidfather  was  a  merchant 


48         ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1779. 


of  French  excradtion,  as  it  is  faid» 
who  left  his  native  country  on  the 
levocation  of  the  edidl  of  Nantz 
in  the  year  1685.     This    gentle- 
man had  two  fons  and  two  daugh- 
ters :  one  of  the  former  became  a 
wine-merchant  at  Lifbon  ;  and  the 
other,  whofe  name  was  Peter,  the 
Either   of   the    late   Mr.  Garrick, 
followed    the    military    profefTion, 
and  had  at  the  time  of  his  death 
been  advanced  to  a  majority  in  the 
army.   ,  He  married  an  Irifh  lady, 
and  happened  to  be  quartered  at  the 
i^ngel-inn   in  Hereford,  where  his 
'ion  David  (who  was  baptized  *  the 
28th     of     February,     1716)     was 
born.      Mr.    Garrick,  the    father, 
afterwards    fettled    at    Litchfield, 
and  reiided  there  feveral  years.     A 
ihort  time  before  bis  death  he  de- 
termined  to    fell   his    commiflion, 
and  for  that  purpoCe  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  a  gentleman  who  had 
agreed  to  give  him  iioo/.  for  it ; 
but,     unfortunately,     before      the 
lale  was  compleated  he  died,  and 
left  a  numerous  family  in  a  great 
oieafure  unprovided  for. 

His  fon  David  received  the  firft 
part  of  his  education  at  the  free 
ichool  of  Litchfield;  and  very 
early  found  a  friend  in  Gilbert 
Walmiley,  Efq;  f  regifter  of  the 
ecciefiaftical  court  there  ;  a  gentle- 


man then  anmarried  and  well  ad- 
vanced in  years,  whofe  partiality 
feemed  to  authorife  foxne  favour- 
able expef^ations  of  a  permaneoC 
provifion ;  all  which  however  were 
dedroyed  by  Mr.  Walmfley's  nn- 
expedtedly  taking  a  wife.  He, 
however,  recommended  his  yoang 
friend  to  Mr.  Colfon,  mafler  of 
the  academy  at  Rochefler,  in  order 
to  compleat  his  education;  and 
accordingly,  in  the  month  of 
March,  1736,  Mr.  Garrick  left 
Litchfield,  in  company  with  Dr» 
Samuel  Johnfon,  who  at  the  fame 
time  quitted  his  profeffion  of  a 
fchool mailer,  and  came  to  London, 
where  he  has  fmce  become  one 
of  the  firft  ornaments  of  litera- 
ture. 

On  the  death  of  his  father 
Mr.  Garrick  went  over  to  Lifbon, 
and  was  received  by  his  oncle  with 
great  kindn,efs ;  and  here  perhaps 
he  might  have  remained,  but, 
that  (Iriflnefs  of  morals  which  a 
fond  relation  wifhed  to  fee  in  his 
nephew  not  being  obferved  at  that 
place,  to  prevent  his  being  cor- 
rupted, it  was  thought  proper  to 
fend  him  back  to  England  ;  bit 
uncle  iHll  preferving  a  great  re- 
gard for  him,. which  he  (hewed  at 
his  death  by  leaving  him  a  legacy 
of  looo/. 


•  The  following  is  *n  extrafl  from  the  regifter  book  of  the  parifh  of  All 
Saints  in  the  city  of  Hereford :  "  David  Garrick,  the  fon  of  Peter  and  Ara- 
«  bclla  Garrick,  was  baptized  the  s8th  of  February,  1716." 

f  This  gentleman  was  alfo  the  ftiend  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon  j  who  has  given 
the  world  an  accoimt  of  his  charafVer  in  the  preface  to  the  Poems  of  Mr.  Ed- 
mund Smith.  It  concludes  in  the  following  manner:  **  at  this  man*s  table,  I 
**  enjoyed  many  chearful  and  inftni6tive  h«urs,  with  companions  fuch  as  are 
<<  not  often  found ;  with  one  who  has  lengthened*  and  one  who  has  gladdened 
**  life  i  with  Dr.  James,  whofe  (kill  in  phyfick  will  be  lon^  rememboed  $  aod 
*'  with  David  Garrick,  whom  I  ho{^d  to  have  gratified  with  this  charafler  of 
««  our  common  friend :  but  what  are  the  hopes  of  man !  I  am  difappointed  by 
•*  that  ftroke  of  death  'wbicb  has  ecUpfed  the  gtuetj  of  nations,  and  trnpoVifUkid 
**  tbipublickJiQ<kofbamUfspkafuresr         .  -  .       - 
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tl  appears  from  Mr.  Walmfley's 
letters,  that  Mr.  Garrick  was  in- 
tended for  the  profeffion  of  the 
law  ;  and  accordingly,  on  the  9th 
day  of  Marchy  1^36,  immediately 
on  his  arrival  in  LoDdon,  he  was 
entered  of  the  fociety  of  Lincoln's- 
Inn  ;  bat  it  is  certain  he  never 
paid  any  attention  to  the  fludy  of 
that  fcience  ;  and  indeed  it  is  with- 
in the  memory  of  many  yet  living, 
that  his  employment  for  a  Ihort 
time,  in  the  interval  between  his 
return  from  Lifbon  and  his  ap- 
pearance on  the  ftage,  was  of  a 
nature  very  different  from  what 
he  was  firil  dellined  to,  and  what 
he  afterwards  purfucd  with  fo 
much  reputation  and  fuccefs.  We 
are  credibly  informed  that  he  fol- 
lowed the  bufmefs  of  a  wine-mer- 
chant fomewhere  in  or  near  Dur- 
ham-Yard,  being  induced  thereto, 
it  may  be  prefumed,  by  the  en- 
couragement and  fupport  of  his 
uncle. 

To  whatever  caufe  it  was  owing, 
we  are  not  informed  ;  but  his 
fuccefs  in  bufinefs  was  not  fufii- 
cient  to  engage  his  continuance  in 
it ;  and  this  want  of  fuccefs  might 
perhaps  arife  from  his  attention' to 
a  mo^e  pleafing  purfuit.  He  had 
at  fchool  performed  the  part  of 
Serjeant  Kite  with  applaufe  ;  and 
be  wa^  now  prompted  to  employ 
the  talents  which  he  pofTefTcd  for 
his  immediate  fupport.  He  there- 
fore went  down  to  Ipfwich,  under 
the  name  of  Lyddel,  and  perform- 
ed in  a  ilrolling  company  there. 
'  The  part  in  which  he  firft  appear- 
ed was  that  of  Aboan  in  Oroo- 
noko ;  and  the  approbation  h^ 
met  with  in  this  country  excurfioa 
encouraged  him  to  purfue  his  plan 
in  London.  He,  therefore,  after 
being  (as  it  is  reported)  reje£ted 
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by  the  manager  of  Covent  Garden, 
to  whom  he  had  offered  his  fer- 
vice,  engaged  with  Mr.  Gifford, 
at  the  theatre  in  Goodman's  Fields, 
in  the  year  1740.  The  chara6ler 
he  then  attempted  was  that  of 
Richard  the  Third ;  and  he  per- 
formei  it  in  a  manner  which  fixed 
his  reputation  on  that  bafis  upon 
which  it  (lood,  as  the  firil  h&ot  of 
the  times,  during  the  reft  of  his 
life.  Two  circumftances  were  ob- 
ferved  on  his  fir{^  night*s  perform- 
ance ;  one,  that,  on  his  entrance 
on  the  ilage,  h?  was  under  fo  much 
embarraffment,  that  for  fome  time 
he  was  unable  to  fpeak  :  the 
other,  that,  having  exerted  him* 
felf  v^ith  much  vehemence  in  the 
firil  two  ads,  he  became  fo  hoarfe 
as  to  be  almoft  incapable  of  finiih- 
ing  the  charadler.  ThisdifEculty 
was  obviated  by  a  perfon  be- 
hind the  fcenes  recommending 
him  to  take  the  juice  of  a  feville 
orange,  which  he  fortunately  had 
in  his  pocket,  and  which  enabled 
him  to  go  through  the  ren^ainder 
of  the  charader  with  that  degree 
of  excellence  which  he  always  af- 
terwards (hewed  in  the  perform- 
ance  of  it,  and  which  produced 
the  applaufe  which  ever  after  uni- 
formly attended  him  in  it.  The 
perfon  to  whom  he  owed  the  fea* 
fonable  relief  was  the  late  ^fr• 
Dry  den  Leach,  printer,  who  ufed 
often  to  tell  the  ftory  to  his 
friends. 

It  was  during  this  firft  year  of 
his  theatrical  life  that  he  produced 
the  farce  of  The  Lying  Valtt ;  a 
performance  which  has  given  plea* 
fureto  nnmberlefs  fpedators,  evea 
after  the  principal  charader  ceaf- 
ed  to  be  performed  by  its  author. 
At  the  end  of  the  feafon  he  went 
over  to  Ireland,  and  io  that  king- 

£  dom 
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dom  added  both  to  his  fortune 
mnd  his  hme.  The  next  year 
(1742  to  1743)  he  performed  at 
Drory  Lane^  and  the  year  after 
(1743  to  1744)  at  the  fame  thea- 
tre. At  the  beginning  of  this  fea- 
Ibn  he  was  involved  in  a  difpute 
with  Mr.  Macklin,  who  had  join- 
ed with  him  in  oppoiing  the  op- 
preffions  of  the  managers.    That 

fentleman  complained  that  he  was 
eferted  in  the  agreement  made 
with  the  managers,  and  publiihed 
a  flateof  his  cafe,  in  ,a  pamphlet, 
iniiculed,  *•  Mr.  Macklin's  Reply 
•*  to  Mr.  Garrick's  Anfwer.  To 
**  which  are  prefixed,  all  the  Pa- 
•*  pcrs  which  have  publicly  ap- 
**  peared  in  regard  to  this  im- 
«*  portant  difpute.**  The  next 
year  (1744  *®  ^745)  ^^  continued 
at^rury  Lane ;  but  the  fucceed- 
in^  feafon  (1745  to  1746)  he  went 
again  to  Dublin,  and  engaged 
with  Mr..  Sheridan  as  joint  (barer 
and  adventurer  in  the  theatre 
there,  in  May  L746,  he  returned 
to  London,  and  performed  io  fix 
plays  at  the  and  of  that  month  at 
Covcnt  Garden,  by  which,  we  are 
told,,  he  added  300/.  to  a  great 
fnm  acquired  in  Ireland.  He  per- 
formed but  one  year  more  as  an 
hired  a6lor  (1746^0  1747)  which 
was  at  Covent  Garden  theatre, 
where  he  produced  Mi/s  in  her 
Tetfis, 

The  mifmanagement  of  the  pa- 
tentees of  Drury  Lane  Theatre  af- 
ter the  deaths  of  Booth  and  Wiiks,. 
and  the  retirement  of  Cibber  from 
the  ftage,  had  ruined  tvtry  per- 
fbn  concerned  in  it.  At  this  pe- 
riod the  fuccefTors  of  Mr.  Fleet- 
wood  became  involved  in  (b  many 
difficulties,  that  it  was  no  longer 
poflible  for  them  to  continue  the 
CQodua  of  a  bufinefs   to   which 


they    were  ftrangers,    and    which 
therefoie  they  ought  never  to  have 
engaged  in.     In    1745   chat  gen- 
tleman had  left  the  theatre  to  hia 
creditors  to  manage,  after  making 
the  beft  terms  he  was  able  for  him« 
felf..    They  conduded    the    bafi- 
nefs  of  it  for  two  feafons^  when^. 
unable   to  continue  the  manage- 
ment any  longer,  the  property  of 
the    patent,,   houfe,    and    fcenes, 
was  hawked  about  to  feveral  per-^  * 
fon<  :    but    fo    apprehenfive    was  * 
every  one  become  of  the  hazard 
of  intermeddling  with  the  theatre^ 
that   no   purchafer   was  for  fome 
time  to  be  found.     At  this  junc- 
ture the  late  Mr.Xacy  ftepped  for- 
ward, and  boldly  ventured  to  en«^ 
gaga  for    the   purchafe.     Having 
the  reputation  of  a  man  of  inte- 
grity, he  foon  found  friends  amon^ 
the  monied  men  to  fupport  him  in 
his  undertaking  ;  the  fuccefs  of  it». 
he  prudently  concluded,  mnft  de« 
pend  in  fome  nseafure  on  the  abi*- 
lities  of  the  perfon  with   whoa  he 
(hould    conne£l    himfelf   in     the 
fcheme.     Mr.  Garrick's    rcpnu- 
tion,  both  as  a  man  and  an  ador» 
naturally  led  him  to  wifh  for  hia 
juaAion.     A  treaty  was  foon  be- 
gan,  and  an  agreement  between 
them  afterwards  cook  place.     Ap*^ 
plication  was  made  for  a  new  pa* 
tent  ;    which   was  obtained,  and 
both   their,  names  inferted  in  it* 
The  feafon  which  began  in  1747 
was  the  firft  of  their  management, 
and  was  opened  with  an  admirable 
Prologue,    written   by  Dr.  Jobn-^ 
fon,  and  fpoken  by  Mr.  Garrick.. 
From  this  time  Drury  Lane  Tiica* 
tre,  which  bad    been   fo  fatal  ta 
many    adventurers,     became    tli^ 
fource  of  wealth  and  independeoca 
tb  both  partners,  who  joiatlf  tx«^ 
efted  their  feveral  abilities  late 
muoffgh 
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ihahagement  of  the  undertaking, 
with  a  degree  of  harmony  which 
did  credit  to  their  onderftaadingSi; 
and  with  a  (hare  of  facceft  which 
in  fome  meafu^e  muft  b^  afcribcd 
to  that  good  correfpondence  which 
fabfifted  between  them; 

After  he  had  been  a  manager 
two  years,  and  the  diffipation  of 
yoath  had  fobfidedi  the  charms  of 
A  lady,  who  then  lived  with  the 
Gountefs  of  Burlington  as  a  com- 
panion, ipade  a  conqoeft  of  him. 
It  is  unnecelTary  to  afdd  that  this 
lady  is  at  prefent  his  widow.  She 
is,  we  are  in  formed  ^  by  birth  a 
German.  Her  parents  lived  at 
Vienna  ;  and  file  appeared  on  the 
(lage  there  as  a  dancer.  About 
the  year  1744  (he  came  to  Eng- 
land, and  performed  at  one  6f  the 
theatres  one  or  two  feafons.  She 
was  then  called  Madame  Eva  Ma- 
ria Violetti.  The  onion  between 
them  took  place  on  the  lad  day 
of  Jane,  1749 ;  and  we  add,  with 
great  pleafare,  that  no  marriage 
ever  was  attended  with  more  hap- 
pinefs  to  both  parties  than  this  ^r 
near  thirty  years,  daring  which 
time,  it  is  on  good  authority  af. 
ferted,  they  fcarce  paiTed  a  day  fe« 
parate  from  each  other. 

The  theatrical  feafon  which  com- 
menced in  the  year  1750,  was  ren- 
dered remarkable  by  the  fpirit  of 
rivalfliip  which  prevailed  at  both 
houfes.  At  the  beginning  of  Mr* 
Garrick's  management  he  had  en- 
gijjged  Barry,  Macklin,  Pritchard, 
Woffington,  Cibber,  and  Clive  $ 

iind,  with  thefe  excellent  per- 
brmers,  it  may  be  imagined  the 
S'  roiits  of  the  houfe  were  very  con* 
derabte*  Soon  after,  Mr.  Barry, 
wbo  was  under  articles,  refnfed 
lo  continue  any  longer  at  Dronr 
Lafie^iad>  when  Tued  !or  t&e  htwm 


of  his  contra£l,  efc^ped  from  the 
penalty  by  mjeans  no  way  redound- 
ing  to  his  honour.  Macklin  and 
Mrs.  Cibber  likewife  went  over  to 
Coven  t  Garden  ;  as  did  Mrs* 
Woffington,  who  is  faid  to  have 
entertained  expeAationa  of  being 
united  in  mtrriage  with  Mr.  Gar- 
lick.  With  thefe  deferters,  aid- 
ed by  the  Veteran  Quin,  Mr* 
Rich  openedQovent  Garden  Thea* 
tre.  Mr.  Garrick,  not  intimi- 
dated by  the  (Irength  of  the  op* 
pofition,  took  the  field  on  the  5th 
of  Sept.  with  an  occafional  Pro<i. 
logne  fpoken  by  himfelf  |  which 
was  anfwered  by  another  delivered 
by  Mr.  Barry  ;  and  this  again  rcA 
plied  to  by  a  vety  humourous  Epi« 
logue,  admirably  repeated  by  Mrs. 
Clivei  Tbofe  were  only  preludei 
to  the  trial  of  ftrength  which  waa 
foon  to  follow.  The  play  of  Ro* 
meo  and  Juliet  had  lain  dormant 
many  years.  This  was  now  re* 
vived  at  both  houfes  :  at  Drurf 
Lane,  with  alterations  by  Mr* 
Garrick,  who  performed  the  prin- 
cipal charader  ;  Mr.  Woodward 
playing  Mercutio  ;  and  Mrs.  BeU 
lamy,  Juliet ;  againft  them  at  Co- 
vent  Garden,  were  Mr.  Barry  and  • 
Mrs.  Cibber  in  the  principal  cha- 
racters, and  Mr.  Macklin  in  Mer^ 
ctttio.  Both  houfes  began  on  the 
fir  ft  of  Oftober  ;  and  continued  to 
perform  it  for  I2  fucceffive  nights  1 
when  Covent  Garden  gave  up  the 
contention  ;  and  its  rival  kept  the 
field  one  night  more,  with  the 
credit  of  holding  out  longer  thaa 
its  opponent,  though  it  is  luppofed 
neither  fide  reaped  much  advan* 
tage  from  the  fpirit  of  perseverance 
which  had  governed  them  both  ia 
this  coateft. 

In  the  year  1754*  on  the  6t|i 
day  of  MaKbi  died  Mr«  Pelharo, 

fi  a  who 
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who  had  condu£led  thebufinefs  of 
government  for  fome  years  before 
with   candour,  ability,    and  inte- 

frity.  He  ^^as  fincerely  lamented 
y  both  prince  and  people  ;  and 
on  this  occttfion  Mr.  Garriclc  dif- 
ptayed  his  poetical  talents,  in  an 
ode  which  we  arc  told  ran  through 
lour  editions  in  a  few  weeks.  It 
38  a  performance  which  does  credit 
to  him,  both  as  a  man  and  a  poet, 
and  is  preferved  in  the  fourth  vo- 
lume  of  Dodfley's  Colledion  of 
Poems,       ^ 

The  fnarlers  againft  Mr.  Gar- 
rick's  management  of  the  theatre 
had  a  long  time  complained  that 
he  conduf\cd  himfehf  with  too 
ttri6l  an  attention  to  ceconomy  in 
the  ornamental  and  decorative  parts 
of  theatrical  exhibitions.  They 
were  perpetually  throwing  out  tn- 
finu.itionsy  that  the  manager,  re- 
lying on  his  own  powers,  was  de- 
termined to  rfgulate  the  enter- 
tainments of  the  llagc  with  an  eye 
only  to  his  own  advanta]B:Cy  and 
without  any  regard  to  the  f.iiisfac- 
tion  of  the  public. — Thefe  mur- 
murs had  continued  fome  fime, 
when  at  laft  Mr.  G^rrick  deter- 
mined to  mert  the  wifhes  of  his 
friends,  and  to  filence  the  difcon- 
tents  of  his  enemies.  F^?r  this 
porprfe  he  applied  to, Mr,  De- 
hoyer,  fen. to  recommend  fome  per- 
fon  of  genius  to  fuperintend  jnd 
contrive  a^  fplendid  fpcitacle  to  be 
exhibited  at  Drury  Lane.  The 
perfon  fixed  upon  for  that  purpofc 
was  Mr.  Noverrc^  a  Swils ;  who 
immediately  received  orders  to  en- 
gage the  b*fl  troop  of  dancers  that 
could  be  procured.  Thrie  he  fe- 
le^fd  from  th«  foreign  theife*.; 
and  th''>''^c:^nflftpd  of  Swifs,  Ita- 
lian's, Germans,  and  fome  French. 
The  CQierCainmeat  in  which  they 


were  employed  was  foon  after  con- 
trived.    It  was  called  Thb  Chi* 
NBSB  Festival  ;  and  was, in  the 
theatrical  phrafe,got  up  withgreat 
magnificence,  and  at  a  very  con- 
iiderable  expence.     The  ex^eda- 
tions  of  the   managers  were  how- 
ever  wholly   difappointed   in  the 
fuccefs  of  the  perforniance.     Al- 
though but  few  6f  the  French  na- 
tion were  employed   in    it,  yet  a 
report     had      indu(lrioufly      been 
fpread,     that    not     only     French 
dancers    ha^    been  fent  for  over» 
but  French  drefles  alfo,  and  even 
French  carpenters  and   mannfiic- 
turers.     The   nation  was  then  on 
the  eve  of  a  war ;  and  this  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  engaging  the 
paflions    of   thofe   who    profefled 
themfelves  Antigallicans.      They 
accordingly  formed  aflbciations,  to 
difcourage  the  feveral  performers, 
and  fupprefs   the  obnoxious  per- 
formance whenever  it  (bould  ap- 
pear.     At   length,    after    having 
taken     up     more    than    eighteen 
months  in  preparing,it  was  brought 
before  the   publick,  and  received 
with  all  the  virulence  and  oppofi- 
tion     which    might   be    expeded 
from  the  violence  and  heat  of  the 
times.     The   firft  performance  of 
it  was  on  the  8th  day  of  Novem- 
ber I75j;»  and  was  honoured  with 
the  prefence  of  his  late  Majefty  ; 
yet,  notwithftanding  that  circnm- 
ftance,  it  did  not  even  then  eicape 
ill-treatment.       On    the    fc^ond, 
third,  fourth,' and  fifth  nights  the 
riots    continued    with    incr^afine 
flrcngthi     though    oppofed    each 
evening  by  feveral  young  men  of 
fafhion,   who  had  determined  to 
fupport  the  performance,     Qa  the 
fixth  evening   the  oppofitioa  ac- 
quired  frefii  vigonr  and   increaT- 
ing    nofflben.     They    frnftriied 
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"every  attempt  to  proceed  in  the 
exhibition  ;  and  commitced  every 
excefs  which  a  mob,  fubjed  to  no 
coutrool,  is  apt  to  indulge  itfelf 
in.  That  evening  was  the  lad  re- 
prefcntaticn.  After,  receiving  af- 
furance  that  the  piece  fhould  be 
afted  no  more,  the  heroes  who  had 
fignnlizcd  themfelve*  in  this  im- 
portant bufjnefs  proceeded  to  Mr. 
•Garrick's  houfe  in  Soofhampton- 
ftr^et,  where  they  broke  his  win- 
dows, iiji^  did  other  damages. 
They  then  difperfcd,  and  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  theatre  were  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  th?  lofs  of  more  than 
four  <hojrjnd  pounds. 

It  would  be  impoffiblc  to  enu- 
merate t^e  feveral  fm^W  pieces  of 
poetry  which  Mr.  Garrick  ufed 
to  thro-v  out  from  time  to  time,  as 
his  leifurc  ptrmiticd,  to  compli- 
ment his  friends,  or  to  celebrate 
public  eventf.  In  1759,  Dr.  Hill 
wroie  a  pamphie:,  intituled,  *'  To 
David  Gariick,  Rfq;  the  Peti- 
tion of/,  in  behalf  of  herfelf  and 
her  fiftcri.**  The  purport  of  n 
was  to  charge  Mr.  Garrick  with 
mifpronouncing  fome  words  in^ 
eluding  the  letrer  /,  z%furmi^x 
£rm,  *vurtut  for  virtue,  and  other*. 
The  pamphlet  is  now  forgotten  ; 
but  the  foHowing  Epigram,  which 
Mr.  Garrick  wrote  on  the  occafion, 
defervcs  to  be  prefervcd,  as  one 
of  the  bed'  in  the  Englifli  lan- 
guage : 

To  Dr.  Hill,  upon  bis  petition  of  the 
letttr  1  to  Oavid  Garrick,  E/q; 

If  *tis  true,  IS  you  fay,  that  I\c  iojur'd 

a  letter, 
1*11  change  my  notej-foon,  and  I  hope  for 

the  better} 
Maythcjuft  right  of   letters,  as  well  as  of 
•  men, 

flcif after  be   fix^d  by  the  tongue  and  the 

pen  ! 


Moft  devoutly.  I  wifli  that  they  both  ha»c 

their  due. 
And  that  /  may  be  never  miftaken  for  17. 

From  this  period  no  event  of 
importance  occurs  in  the  anoals 
of  Mr.  Garrick's  life  until  the 
year  1761.  The  bufinefs  of  the 
theatre  went  on  without  interrup- 
tion ;  and  he  continued  to  :ic- 
quire  both  reputation  and  for- 
tune. In  that  year,  however,  he 
found  himfelf  obliged  to  ex?rt  his 
poetical  talents,  in  order  to  cor- 
red  the  impertinence  of  an  infig- 
nihcant  individual,  a  Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick,  who^  without  provoca- 
tion, and  in  drfiance  of  decency, 
carried  on  a  weekly  attack  againil 
him,  in  a  paper  called  «•  The 
Craftfman."  The  original  caufe 
of  the  quariel,  we  are  informed, 
was  grounded  on  fome  illiberal 
refltdii^ns  which  Mr.  Fitzparick 
threw  out  againfl  Mr.  Garrick, 
and.  which  the  Utter  refcnted  with 
fpirit  and  propriety,  though  a 
confiderable  time  had  elapfed  be. 
fore  he  was  provoked  to  take  pub- 
lic notice  of  him.  As  Mr.  Fitz- 
Patrick's  writings  are  now  en- 
tirely N>rgotten,  the  revenge  which 
Mr.  GarricK  took  of  him  muft, 
for  that  circumlUnce  alone,  be  in* 
volved  in  lome  obfcurity.  Thofe, 
however,  who  are  unacquainted 
with  either  perfo&s  or  fads  will 
receive  plealure  in  reading  Mr. 
Garrick^s  admirable  fa  tire  publi(hr> 
ed  on  this  ocafion,  intituled  Thi 
Fribleriad,  a  Poem,  which  had 
the  honour  of  being  highiy  com- 
mended by  Churchill,  who  has  aU 
fb  given  a  very  {tv^tt  corredion 
to  the  fame  perfon. 

However  unequal  Mr.  Fitzpa* 
trick  was'  to  the  tafk  of  contend- 
ing with  Mr.  Garrick  in  a  liiera/y 

£  3  warfare. 
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warfare,  yet  the  rancour  which 
])is  defeat  had  engendered,  point- 
ed oat  a  new  mode  of  atucic  to 
diftrefs  his  antagonifl.  It  had 
been  cufiomary,  on  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  a  new  performance,  to  re- 
fufe  admittance  at  any  part  of  the 
evening,  unlefs  the  whoLe  price 
pf  the  entertainment  was  paid. 
This  bad  'aloioft  invariably  been 
the  rale;  and  it  had  hitherto  been 
fubmitted  to»  as  a  reafonable  de- 
mand from  the  managers,  to  com. 
pen  face  for  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pence  which  ne«  drefles  and  fcenes 
pccafioned.  To  gratify  his  refent- 
ment,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  feized  on 
this  circumftance  as  a  groand 
to  dillurb  the  peace  of  the  theatre, 
mnd  to  involve  the  managers  in 
a  conteft  with  the  public.  For 
fhis  parpofe  hand-bills  were  dif- 
perfed  aboat  the  coffee-hoofes  in 
the  ncighbovrhood  of  Drury-lane, 
recommending  a  peremptory  de- 
mand to  be  made,  and  requiring 
mn  abfolute  proroife  to  be  given, 
that  no  more  than  half  the  ufual 
price  (hould  be  taken  on  any 
evening  of  performance  after  the 
third  aA,  unlefs  at  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  a  piew  pantomime.  A 
kind  of  aflbciatjon  was  entered  in- 
to by  feveral  young  men,  to  ob- 
tain a  redrefs  of  this  grievance^  as 
it  was  callrd  ;  and  Mr.  Fitzpatrick 
pat  himself  at  the  head  of  it.  The 
evening  on  which  the  attack  was 
made  happened  to  be  when  The 
ftvo  QentUmin  of  Varona  was  per- 
formed for  the  altercr^s  benefit. 
The  performance  accordingly  was 
interrupted,  after  feveral  attempts 
fo  proceed  in  it  ^  and  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  hpufe,  thinking  the  re- 
gaifition  an  unjuft  one,  and  the 
manner  of  making  it  improper  to 
1^  acpe^ed  tp^  rj^fo^^  19  fobmic 


to  it :  in  confeqaence  whereof^  10 
play  was  a6l^a  that  night;  and 
the  audience  received  their  mo- 
ney again  at  the  doors,  having  firft 
amufed  themfelves  with  doing  aU 
the  mifchief  they  were  able.  By 
this  trial,  the  malecontents  had 
difcovered  their  Arcngth^  and  de* 
termined  to  carry  their  point  ia 
humbling  the  pride  of  the  ma- 
nager. On  the  next  performance, 
which  was  at  the  tragedy  of  £/- 
<vira,  they  colleded  their  whole 
force^  and  again  prevented  the 
adors  proceeding  in  the  play.  It 
was  in  vain  that  Mr.  Garrick  dc 
fired  to  be  heard  in  defence  of 
the  ancient  cufloms  of  the  thea- 
tre. The  oppofition  infilled  on  a 
peremptory  anfwer  to  their  der 
mand  in  the  nevv  regulation; 
which,  after  fome  time,  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  hopfe  were  obliged 
to  agree  to ;  and  once  mo|re  peace 
was  reftored  to  the  theatre  alter  a 
considerable  lofshad  bepn  fufimincd, 
and  obliged  to  be  fubmitted  to. 

Th|s  ^afon  wa9  the  lad  in  which 
Mr.  Garrick  could  be  faid  to  have 
adled  in  the  regular  coarfe  of  his 
profelfion.  From  this  time  he  de? 
clined  performing  any  new  cha- 
radlers ;  and,  finding  his  health 
declining^  by  the  advice  of  his 
phyfician  be  determined  to  give 
himfelf  fome  relaxation  fro|][|  care 
and  fatigue.  He  therefore  made 
the  arrangements  neceiTary  fbrcarr 
rying  on  thfs  public  entertainments 
during  his  abfence;  and  oa  the 
15th  of  September,  17639  the  day 
on  which  the  houfe  opened,  he 
left  London,  in  order  to  make  the 
toor  of  France  and  Italy,  To 
fupply  his  place,  be  engaged  the 
late  Mr.  Powell^  who  had  received 
bis  inftrujftions  the  preceding  fnm? 
iner^  and  who|e  ffi^ceb  ^«a  •y^jl 
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to  the  abilities  he  poff^fled.  To 
the  honour  of  his  employers,  it 
may  be  added,  ihat  bis  abilities 
wfre  not  higher  than  the  en- 
couragement he  received  for  the 
Yxertioii  of  them.  Althocgh  he 
was  engaged  for  a  lerro  of  year.^  at 
a  fmall  falary ;  yet  he  was,  before 
the  feafon  clofed,  generoufly  aN 
lowed  an  appointment  equal  to 
the  firft  performer  in  the  houfe. 
We  are  credibly  informed,  the 
profits  that  year  eifccedcd  <ven 
thofe  in  which  Mr.  Garrick  per- 
formed in  the  height  of  his  repii*- 
tation. 

The  interval  from  thris  periocK 
until  the  month   of  April*  1765, 
Mr.  Garriclc  employed   in  travel- 
ling  through  the  principal  parts  of 
Europe  ;  and   was,  at  every  place 
where  he  refided,  and  at  moll  of 
the  courts  to   which  he  was  intro- 
duced,   received  in  the  mod  ho. 
Dourable  and  cordial  manner;  by 
the  great,  as  well  -as  by  men  of 
letters,  each  vying  with  the  other 
in  (hewing  refpeft  to  the  greacell 
dramatic    charader    of    the    age. 
While  he   ftayed  at  Paris,    he  a- 
mufed  himfelf  with  reading   Fon- 
tAtnt^s  Fablts^  which  pleafed  nim 
fo  much,  that   he   was  induced  to 
attempt  an  imitation  of  them.   He 
accordingly  wrote  one,  called  The 
Sick  Monkey \  which  he  tranfmitted 
over  to  a  friend,  to  be  ready  for 
publication  immediately  on  his  ar- 
rival.    It  accordingly  made  its  ap- 
pearance  in  two  or  three  days  af- 
ter,  with    the    following    motto: 
*'  Thttrfday  afternoon  David  Gar- 
rick,  Efq.  arrived  at  his  houie  in 
Soathampton-ftreet,  Covent  Gar- 
den.   Public  Advertifer,  April  27, 
tySc.'*     And  he  had  the  pleafure 
or  neariBg  the  fentimeau  of  hia 


friends  upon  it ;  many  of  whom 
miftook  it  for  a  fattre  upon  him, 
and  accordingly  exprefled  them- 
felves  in  very  warm  terms  on  the 
occafion. 

Immeriiately  on  his  arrival  he 
refumed  (he  management  of  the 
theatre,  and  introduced  fome  im- 
provements which  had  been  fu|r« 
grfted  by  his  obfervations  on  the 
conduA  of  the  foreign  Aages. 
From  the  lill  of  his  works,  it  will 
be  ken  that  he  had  not  been  idle 
while  abroad.  He  produced  tlie 
next  feafon  feveral  new  piecet, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  1766,  the 
excellent  comedy  of  The  Ciam- 
deftine  Marriage^  written  in  con- 
cert with  Mr.  Colman.  He  alfo, 
at  the  requeft  of  his  Majefly,  ap- 
peared again  on  the  ftage;  and 
on  that,occaiion  fpoke  a  new  pro- 
logue, replete  with  thofe  flrokes 
of  humour  which,  in  that  fpecies 
of  compoficion,  manifefted  his  fu- 
perioiity  over  all  his  contempora- 
ries. 

In  that  year  died  Mr.  Quin  and 
Mr.  Gibber.  Their  deaths  were 
very  pathetically  taken  notice  of 
in  the  prologue  to  The  CUndefiine 
Marrieae ;  and  for  the  former  Mr. 
Garrick  wrote  an  epitaph,  which 
was  placed  over  his  tomb  in  the 
cathedral  church  of  Bath.  Mr. 
Quin  was  the  only  performer  of 
any  reputation  when  Mr.  Garrick 
£rft  appeared  on  the  ilage,  and  he 
had  like  wife  been  one  of  his  ear- 
lieft  oppofers.  When  he  faw  the 
fuccefs  which  attended  the  per- 
formances of  his  rival,  he  obferv- 
ed,  with'  his  nfuiil  fpieen,  that  Qar- 
riek  *was  like  a  netv  religion,  fFhit' 
Jieldnnm  followed fer  a  time^  but  ihty 
nuomid  all  come  to  church  again*  We 
mention  hit  anecdote  merely  on 
B  4  account 
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account  of  the  reply  which  it  in- 
duced Mr.  Garrick  to  write^  and 
which  was  as  follows  : 

Fof>e  ^ifff    who   damns  all  churches  but 

his  own, 
Complains    "  rhat    Hertfy    corrupts     the 

'*  town  \ 
'«'  That  m>Ufield  Gttrick  has  miflcd   tlic 

"  And  taints  the  found  religion  of  the 
«  ftage; 

^*  Schifm,  he  cries,  has  turn'd  the  nation^s 
**  braJDf 

**  But  eyes  ♦will  open,  and  to  church 
**  again  !'• 

Thou  great  int"a)Hb!c  !  forbear  to  roar, 

Thy  bulls  and  eriors  arc  rcver*d  no  more ; 

When  doftrines  meet  with  general  appro- 
bation, 

•It  is  not  Merely,  but  Reformation, 

For  fcveral  years  however  before 
^r.  Quid's  dcnth  great  cordiality 
had  fubfjfted  between  him  and 
Mr.  Garrick,  at  whofe  houfe  at 
Hampton  he  fpent  fome  time,  a 
few  mon'hs  before  his  death,  and 
there  firft  difcovered  the  fymptoms 
of  that  diforder  which  carried  him 
to  his  grave. 

The  year  1769  was  remarkable 
for  the  celebration  of  a  jubilee  at 
Stratford  upon  Avon,  the  6th,  yth, 
and  8th  of  September,  in  honour 
of  Shakefpeare;  a  ceremony  which 
very  much  engaged  the  public  at- 
tention, although  it  was  treated  by 
fome  as  a  fubj-ft  wor:hy  only  of 
ridicule,  and  by  others  as  ^  com> 
pliment  due  to  the  great  writer 
whofe  memory  it  was  ,  intended 
to  honour.  The  circumftance 
which  gave  rife  to  it  happen- 
ed fome  time  before,  and  was 
as  follows :  A  clergyman/  into 
whofe  poHeflion  the  houfe  once 
belonging  to  our  great  poet  had 
come,  found  that  a  mulberry  tree, 
which  grew  in  the  garden,  and 
which    had    been     planted     ac- 


cording to  tradition  by  Shakf* 
fpeare  himfelf,  overihadowed  too 
much  of  his  manfion,  and  made  it 
damp.  To  remedy  this  inconve- 
nience, he  caufed  it  to  be  cat 
di)wn>  to  the  great  mortification  of 
his  neighbours,  who  were  fo  en« 
raged  at  him^  that  they  foon  ren- 
dered the  place,  out  of  revenge, 
too  difagrccable  for  hiiji  to  remain 
in  it.  He  therefore  was  obliged 
tp  quit  it ;  and  the  tree,  being 
purchafcd  by  a  carpenter,  was  re- 
tailed and  cut  out  in  various  re- 
licks  of  ftar.d-diOies.  tea-chefts, 
tohaccn-floppers,  and  other  things  ; 
fome  of  which  were  fecured  by  the 
corporation  of  Stratford.  The 
gcnijemen  b;;longing  to  this  body 
foon  after  agreed  to  prefent  Mr, 
Garrick  with  ihe  freedom  of  their 
borough  in  a  box  made  from  the 
mulberry  tree  ;  and  their  Steward 
at  the  fame  time  was  ordered  to 
acquaint  him,  that  the  corporation 
would  be  happy  in  receiving  from 
his  hands  fome  ftatue,  buit,  or, 
piflure  of  Shakefpeare,  to  bc^  pla- 
ced within  their  new  town-hall  | 
together  with  a  pi6lure  of  him- 
fclf. 

This  circumftance  probably  gave 
Mr.  Garrick  the  firft  idea  of  per- 
forming a  jubilee  to  (he  honour  of 
Shakefpeare;  and,  at  the  condu- 
(ion  of  the  theatrical  feafon,  he 
invited  his  audience  to  be  prefent 
at  it  in  the  following  terms  : 

«  My  eyes  till   then  no  fights   like  this 

'*  will  fee, 
**  Unlefs   we  meet  at  Shakefpeare*s  jubi- 

**  lee. 
''  On  Atoi«*8  bankty  %ohere ^<,wers  eternal 

^  Like  its  full  ftream  our  gratitiide  ihall 

««  flow  I 
*^  There  let  us  revel,  fhew  our  fond  re* 

"  gard  J 
*f  On  that  lov*d   fpot,  firft  hrcath*4  "joiuf 

M  matcblcfs  bard  : 
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i*  To  him  all  honour,  gratitude  it  due, 
ff  To  him  we  owe  our  all— to  him   and 
"  you.*' 

The  manner  in  which' this  en- 
tertainment was  to  have  been  per- 
formed, the  difappointmeots  it  fof- 
tained,  and  the  feveral  occurren- 
ces which  took  plice  at  it,  are  ail 
fo  recent  in  the  memories  of  moft 
of  our  readers,  and  were  fo  accu- 
rately related  at  the  time  they  hap- 
pened, that  we  fcill  not  recapitu- 
late them  here.  It  is  fufficient  to 
obferve,  that  accident  deprived 
fhofe  who  were  prefent  of  part  of 
•their  enteriaioment;  that  all  which 
was  exhibited  gave  general  fatis- 
fa^lion;  and  that  Mr.  GarrIck,who 
was  a  great  fum  of  money  out  of 
pocket  by  it,  framed  an  entertain- 
ment, which  was  performed  at 
Drury-Lane  theatre  92  nights  with 
great  applaufe  to  very  crowded 
audiences.  The  Ode  which  was 
fpoken  by  him  at  Strafford  was 
alfo  repeated  at  the  fame  theatre, 
but  not  with  much  fuccefs,  being 
performed  only  fcven  times. 

The  management  of  a  theatre  is 
always  attended  with  anxiety  and 
vexation  ;  the  difficulty  of  faiis- 
fying  the  feveral  candidates  for 
theatrical  fam^  is  Co  great,  that  he 
who  can  preferve  the  friendfhip  of 
thofe  whofe  pieces  he  rejef^s,  muft 
be  allowed  to  poflefs  very  extraor- 
idinary  abilities.  In  the  year  1772, 
it  was  Mr.  Garrick's  misfortune  ro 
be  embroiled  with  a  vprv  irafci- 
ble  and  troublefome  perfon,  >vho 
claimed  the  reprefentation  of  one 
pf  his  piece>  ac  D^urv  L^ne  ;  and 
he  enforced  hi*  ^iem^nd  in  a  man- 
ner that  will' always  reflect  diigrace 
on  hia  memr>ry.  H;*  pub.iihed  a 
•poem  to  in-imiHi'e  the  manager, 
failed  Love  in  the  Suds,  C';ntaining 
*  iniinaations  of  the  bnfeil  kind,  and 
.f^hi^  he  afterwards  denied  having 


had  any  intention  to  convey.  Mr- 
Garrick  had  recourfe  to  the  coorc 
of  King's  Bench,  to  punifli  the  in-* 
famous  libeller  of  his  reputation  ; 
and,  notwithftanding  he  had  beea 
a  fecood  time  infulted  by  another 
publication  conceived  with  eqaal 
malignity,  he  was  weak  enough 
to  flop  the  profecation  he  had 
commenced,  on  his  adverfary'i 
figning  an  acknowledgement  of 
his  offence,  which  was  printed  in 
all  the  public  papers.  It  cannot 
be  denied  but  that  the  interefts  of 
fociety  demanded  that  fo  groft  an . 
offender  (hould  meet  with  punifli- 
ment,-  and  that  no  conceffioot 
ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  de. 
precate  that  (Iroke  which  the  Uor 
would  have  infli&ed  on  fo  heinoas 
a  crime. 

From  this  time  no  event  of  ira- 
portance  happened,  until  the  refo* 
lution  which  Mr.  Garrick  had  be- 
gun  to  form  of  quitting  the  ftage 
was,  to  the  concern  of  e^ttry  one, 
carriea  into  execution.  It  will  be 
a  matter  of  furprize,  both  to  the 
prefent  and  future  generations,  to 
learn  that  this  determination  was 
accelerated  by  the  caprices  of  on» 
or  two  celebrated  adtrefles,  who 
had  contrived  to  render  his  fitiia- 
tion  fo  aneafy  to  him,  that  he 
frequently  ufed  to  declare,  that  he 
(hould  have  continued  fome  time 
longer  in  his  public  capacity,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  plague  thefe 
people  occafioned.  In  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  year  1776,  he  enter- 
ed into  an  agreement  with  fome 
of  the  prefent  patentees,  for  the 
fale  of  his  interefl  in  the  theatre; 
but  continued  to  adt  during  the 
remainder  of  that  feafon.  The 
lail  night  of  his  performance  was, 
for  the  theatrical  fund,  on  the 
loth*  day  of  June  in  that  year, 
when  he  reprefenied  the  charadler 

of 
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of  Don  Felix  in  Tift  Wonder,  At 
the  coDclafioB  of  tie  play  hr  came 
forward,  and  addreiTed  the  aodi- 
€ttce  in  a  (hort  fpeech,  wherein  he 
iaid,  *^  it  had  been  ufual  for  per- 
**  foDS  in  his  -fituatioD  to  addrefs 
^'  the  public  in  an  Epilogue ; 
^^  and  that  be  had  accordingly 
<'  turned  his  thoughts  that  way. 


refpedlable  in  the  kingdniny  and 
of  a  large  fortune,  acquired  in  the 
courfe  of  m^rc  than  thirty  years: 
but  the  (lone,  uhich  he  had  been 
afH idled  with  fome  time,  had  al- 
ready  made  fuch  inroads  on  his 
con  ft  i  to  tie  n,  that  he  was  unable  to 
communicate  or  receive  from  his 
friends   that    pleafure    which    his 


^*  bat    found     it     as    impoflible    company  afforded,  except  at  times, 

<'  to   write,    as    it   would    be    to     and  in  a  very  partial  manner.     It 

**  fpeak,  a  ftudied   compofition  ;   ^is   foppofed   that   h^    injured   his 

^*  the  jingle  of  rhyme  and    the    health  by  the  application  of  quack 

**  language  of   fiftion  ill  fuiting 

'*  his  then  feelings :  that  the  mo- 

'*  mcnt  in  which  he   then  fpoke 

**  was  indeed    an    awful   one    to 

<<  him :  that  be  had  received  in* 

'<  numerable    favours    from     the 

«'  public,  and   took  his  leave  on 

•*  the  fpot   where   thofe    favours 

<<  were  conferred."    H«  then  faid, 

**  that,   whatever   the   events  of 

^'  his   future   life    might  be,    he 


medicines,  and  often  experienced 
the  mod  violent  torments  from  the 
fe verity  of  hh  difordec. 

In  Augoft,  1777,  Mr,  Garrick, 
accompanied  by  his  neighbour  and 
friend,  Mr.  Hen.  Hoare,  of  the 
A  del  phi,  made  a  vifit  to  Mr. 
Hoare^  of  Stoorhead^  in  Wilts. 
Being  particularly  charmed  with 
the  Grotto,  he  faid  he  ihould  like 
it   for  his   burying-place ;     upon 


**  Ihould  ever  remember  thof^  fa-    which  one  of  the  company  wiOied 
*<  vourt  with  the  higheft  fatisfac-    him   to,  write  his  own    Epitaph  $ 


**  tion  and  deepeft  gratitude  ;  and 
**  though  he  admitted  the  fupe- 
**  rior  ikill  and  abilities  of  his 
«'  fucceflbrs,  he  defired  them  to 
**  exert  themfelves  with  more 
«<  induilry,  zeal,  and  attention, 
^  than  he  had  done.'*  This 
fpeechy  which  was  delivered  with 
all  that  emotion  which  the  parti- 
cular fitoation  of  the  fpeaker  ren- 
dered very  interefting  and  affe£l- 
sng,  was  received  with  the  loudeft 
borftsof  applaufe;  and  he  left  the 
ftage  with  the  acclamation t  of  a 
numerous  and  polite  audience, 
who  were  unable  to  forbear  ex- 
preffing  the  deepeft  concern  for  the 
lofs  of  their  favourite  performer. 

Mr.  Garrick  now  retired  to  the 
enjoyment  of  his  friends^  the  moll 

*  Hen.  Hoarej  jun« 


whichy  as  foon  as  he  returned  to 
the  houfe,  he  did  extempore. 


Tom  Fool,  the  tenant  of  this  ntrrow  fpace, 
(He  flaj^d   no    fMt'iJh  part   to  chufe  the 

place) 
Hoping  for  morxal  honours  e*eo  ib  detdi. 
Thus   fpoke   hit  wifiies   with    bit    lateft 

breath. 
«  That  H4l/^  fweet-hiptdtd  iUi,   might 

•*  once  a-year, 
*f  Quit  focial  joys  to  drop  a  friendly  tear; 
**  TKat  Earfe  -f,  with  magic  fi^unds  xhaL 

**  charm  the  breaft^ 
**  Should  with  a  requium  teach  his  fovl  to 

««  reftj 
^  Full  charged   with   humout^    that    the 

«  (portive  ftifft  J 
**  Should  are  three  yoUi/bs  o'er  the  duM  to 

**dufti 
**  That  honeil    Btafm  |,  ever   ficc   and 

«*  plain, 
**  For  once  fliou'd   figh,   and   wUb  hifo 

<*  back  again  i 

f  Benfon  Earle,  of  Saliibuiy.         %  John  Suftf  Elh> 
I  John  Benfon,  Bfq. 


C  HA  R  A  €  T  ER  S. 


tf  That   Hogrt  *  too  might  complete  his 

«  glory's  plao, 
f<  Point  to  his  grave  and  fa]r-*-I  Wd  the 

•*  man.** 

At  Chrlftmaa*  177S,  he  went  to 
vifii  Lord  Spencer  at  ^Ithorp,  in 
Northaniptonihirey  during  the  ho- 
lidays. He  there  was  taken  ill ; 
but  recovered  To  far  that  l^e  was 
removed  to  towo»  where  growing 
worfe,  he  died  in  a  few  days  after- 
wards, at  his  houfe  in  the  Adel- 
phi,  on  the  zoth  day  of  January 
Jail,  at  the  age  of  6$  years  ;  leav* 
ing  behind  him  the  charadler  of  a 
friendly,  humane,  charitable,  and 
(notwithftanding  many  idle  re- 
ports we  may  add)  liberal  roan; 
one  who  felt  for  diftrefs,  and  re- 
lieved it ;  a  chearful  companion, 
a  pleafing  writer,  and  the  firft  ador 
0f  this  or  any  other  age. 

Lifi  of  Mn  Garrick's  Writings, 

THE  Lying  Valet,  a  Comedy, 
of  two  adls,  8vo,  1740.  Firll  adl'^d 
at  Goodman's  Fields,  and  after- 
wards at  Drury  Lane. 

Mifs  in  her  Teens,  or  the  Med- 
ley of  Lovers,  a  Farce  in  two  a^ls, 
performed  at  Coven t  Garden,  8vo. 
1747  The  hint  of  this  pierr  was 
taken  from  La  farifiene  of  D'An- 
court. 

Lethe,  a  Dramatic  S^^tire,  aded 
at  Drury  Lane,  gv:.  1748.  This 
admirable  performatur.  which 
ranks  with  the  hril  ci  its  kind, 
was  originally  reprefe  • -d  »n  a 
yery  imperfed  (late  ^i  Qoodman's 
Fields,  when  the  autior  was  en- 
gaged there.  The  firft  ike%  h,  as 
then  performed,    was   printed  in 

iamo,    1745*   under  th'*    title  of 
ilTI«B«0r^80F  IM  TH£  SbADES. 


if 


Romeo  and  Juliet,  a  Tngedf^ 
altered  from  Shakefpeare^  ajfted  at 
Drury  Lane,  i^^mo.  lyjo. 

Every  Man  in  hit  Hmnoor,  % 
Comedy,  altered  from  ^e^  Jonfon, 
aded  at  Drury  Lane,  gv4>,  17^1. 
This  alteration  conliils  chiefly  of 
otniflions  and  tranfpofitions,  witk 
the  addition  of  a  wMf  fcciie 
in  the  4th  a£l.  It  was  eyccllentlf 
a6ted.  Thofe  who  remember  the 
original  performers  do  not  expcd 
to  fee  a  ^lay  ever  fo  completely 
filled  again  in  every  charadar* 
Prologue  by  Mr.  Whitehead. 

The  Fairies,  an  Opera,  altered 
from  Shakefpeare,  fet  to  Mofic  bf 
Mr-  Smith,  8vo,  1755.  P^logoe 
by  Mr.  Garrick. 

The  teropeft,  an  Opera,  alter- 
ed from  Shakefpeare,  fet  to  mofic 
by  Mr.  Smith,  8vo.  1^56.  The 
prologue  to  this  piece  is  eyidentljr 
by  Mr.  Garrick. 

Flori^el  and  Ferdiu,  a  Dra- 
matical Paftoral,  in  three  a6ts,  per- 
formed  at  Drury  Lane,  175(. 
This  is  taken  from  tbt  WinHr^s 
Tali,  and  was  originally  a£ied  un- 
der that  title.  It  was  not  printed 
until  1758. 

Catherine  and  Petrucio^  a  Farce. 
aded  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  17$6. 
An  alteration  of  Shakefpeare^a 
Taming  of  tbt  Sbmjif,  Performed 
on  the  fame  night  as  Florixel  and 
Perdita. 

Lillipat,  a  Dramatic  Entertain- 
ment, aded  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo^ 
1757.  This  was  aded  by  chil- 
dren. In  1777  it  was  reviled  hf 
tne  author,  and  performed  at  Oi» 
Hay-market. 

The  Male  Coquet,  or  Seveateem 
Hundred  and  Fifty  Seven,aFarc^ 
aded  at  Drury  Lane,  Svo.  1757. 


f  Henry  Hoare^  of  Stourh^ 
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This  little  piece  was  firft  aftcd  at 
■Mr.  Woodward's  benefit.  It  was 
planned,  written,  and  afted,  in  lefs 
ihin  a  month. 

The  Gameftersy  a  Comedy,  al- 
tered from  Shirley,  adted  at  Drury 
Lane,  tvo,  1758. 

Ifabella,  or  the  Fatal  Marriage, 
ft  ?hy  altered  from  Southern,  adled 
«c  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1758.  An 
ftUeration  of  The  Fatal  Marriage, 
by  omtffion  of  the  comic  fcenes. 

The  Guardian,  a  Comedy,  in 
•two  ads,  performed  at  Drury  Lane, 
Svo,  I759i.  This  was  performed 
the  firft  time  for  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
Chriflopher  Smart,  a  very  agree- 
able bot  onhappy  poet,  then  un- 
der confinement.  le  is  taken  in 
a  great  meafure  from  the  celebrac- 
cd  Pupill^  of  Monf.  Fagan. 

The  Encbanter,  or  Love  and 
Magic,  a  Mufical  Drama,  adted  at 
Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1760. 

Harlequin's  Invafion,  a  Speak- 
ing Pantomime,  aded  at  Drury 
Lane,  1761  ;  not  printed.  We 
are  totd  this  was  originally  per- 
formed at  Bartholomew  Fair. 

Cytnbeline,  a  Tragedy,  altered 
from  Shakefpeare,  aded  at  Drury 
Lane,  i2mo.  1761. 

The  Farmer's  Return  from  Lon- 
don, an  Interlude,  performed  at 
Drury  Lane,  410,  1762.  This 
made  its  firft  appearance  at  Mrs. 
Pritchard's  benefit. 

The  Clandeftine  Marriage,  a 
Comedy,  aded  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1766.  This  was  a  joint  pro- 
doction  with  Mr.  Colman,  was 
a£led  with  great  applaufe,  and  may 
be  confidf  red  as  one  of  the  bell  co- 
medies in  the  £ngli(h  language. 

The  Country  Girl,  a  Comedy, 
alteyed  from  Wycherley,  aded  at 
Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1766. 

Neck  or  Nothing,  n  f  arce^  in 


two  afls,  performed  at  Drury  Lane, 
8^0,  1766.  This  farce  is  afcrib«- 
ed  to  Mr.  Garrick,  although  it 
has  alfo  been  given  to  Mr.  King. 
It  is  an  imitation  of  the  Cri/pin 
Jti^val  de  /on  Matt  re  of  Le  Sage. 

Cymon,  a  Dramatic  Romance^ 
a£ted  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1767. 

A  Peep  behind  ihe  Curtatn,  or 
The  New^Rehearfal,  a  Farce,  adt- 
ed  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1767. 

The  Jubilee,  a  Dramatic  Enter- 
tainment, aOed  at  Drury  Lane, 
1769.  This  piece,  which  is  not 
printed,  was  one  of  the  moft  fuc- 
cefsful  performances  ever  produced 
on  the  ilage. 

King  Arthur,  or  the  Dritifh 
Worthy,  altered  from  Drydcn,adt- 
ed  at  Drury  Lane,  Svo,  1770. 

Hamlet,  altered  frrm  S>^ake- 
fpeare,  acted  at  Drury  L-ine  about 
1771.     Not  printed. 

The  L'ifh  Widow,  a  Comedy  of 
two  a£ts,  performed  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  177?.  The  intention  of  this 
piece  leems  to  have  been  merely 
to  introduce  Mri.  Barry  (now  Mr.*. 
Crawford)  in  a  new  light  to  the 
audience,  and  is  very  fuccefsfolly 
executed.  The  charafters  of  Whir- 
tie,  Sir  Patrick  O'Neale.  and  Tho- 
mas, gre  extremely  well  fuilained^ 
and  that.of  Keckfy  admirably. 

The  Chances,  a  Comedy,  with 
alterations,  aftcd  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1773.  '^^^^  '*  ^^^  Duke  of 
Buckingham's  play  with  the  fame 
title.  The  alterations  are  chiefly 
omifiions  of  indecent  paflages, 
which  the  refinement  of  the  prefent 
times  would  not  fufFer. 

Albumazar,  a  Comedy,  wick 
alterations,  adled  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1773.  This  excellent  ol|i 
comedy  was  revived  with  tU  the 
ilrength  of  the  houfV,  as  it  had 
becnbefgrein  1748;  yet,  notwith^ 
^  finding. 
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flan  dingy  was  not  (o  fuccefsful  as 
it  deferved  tp  have  been. 

Alfred,  a  Tragedy,  altered  from 
Mallet,  aded  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo, 

>773- 

A.  Chriftmas  Tale,  in  five  parts, 

afted  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1774. 

This  haih    fince  been  reduced  to 

two  a^s,  and  performed  as  an  af- 

ter-  piece. 

The  Meeting  of  the  Company, 

a  Prelude,  adted  at  Drury  Lane, 

1774.  Not  printed. 

May  Day,  a  Ballad  Opera,  a£l- 
edatDrary  Lane,  8vo,  1775. 

The  Theatrical  Candidates,  a 
Prelude,  a6led  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo, 

1775.  The  lad   two   pieces    are 
printed  together. 

He  alfo  made  fome  alterations 
in  Rule  a  Wift  and  ban^e  a  Wife 9 
Mahenut^  and  many  other  pieces. 


which  were  performed  daring  hit 
management. 

Befides  the  feveral  pieces  men- 
tioned in  the  foregoing  Anecdotes^ 
he  was  the  author  of  many  Pro- 
logues and  Epilogues,  too  nume- 
rous to  be  here  particniarized.  He 
alfo  wrote  fome  poems  in  Dodfley'a 
Colleaion  of  Poems,  Vol.  Ill; 
Letters  in  the  Saint  James's  Chro* 
nicle,  fjgned  Oakley  ;  and  many 
little  poems  in  Magazines  and 
News-papers. 

The  Farce  of  High  Life  Belt^ 
Stairs,  which  is  frequently  afcrib- 
ed  to  him,  is  omitted  in  the  above 
lid,  as  there  are  many  reafons  to 
believe  it  to  have  been  written 
by  another  perfon,  the  late  Mr. 
Townly,  Mafter  of  Merchant- 
Taylors  fchool. 
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Jcedwit  of  a  Cure  of  tbi  $f.  Vitus*/ 
D^mct  if  Ekaricky,  In  a  Let^ 
m-  frtm  AVithony  Foihergill, 
JIf.  D.  F.  R.  S.  at  Northamp. 
ton,  1^  William  Hetiley.  FnR.S. 

tFrom  the  Phllofopbical  Tranfadlont.] 

ANN  AGUTTER,  a  girl  of 
ten  years  of  a^  of  a  pale, 
emaciated  habit,  was  admitted  an 
ooc-patient  at  the  Northampton- 
bofpital  on  the  6th  of  June  laft. 
From  her  father's  account  it  ap- 
peared (for  (he  was  fpeechlefs,  and 
with  difficulty  fupported  from  fal- 
ling by  two  afliftants)  that  ihe  had 
for  ^x  weeks  laboured  under  vio- 
lent  convulfive  motions,  which 
affe^ed  the  whole  frame,  from 
which  (he  had  very  Ihort  intermif- 
fions,  except  doring  deep ;  that 
the  difeafe  nad  not  only  impaired 
Ber  memory  and  intelleflaal  fa- 
Cttltiesy  but  of  late  had  deprived 
her  of  the  ufe  of  fpeech. 

Volatile  and  fetid  medicines 
were  now  recommended,  and  the 
warm  bath  every  other  night ;  but 
with  no  better  fuccefs,  except  tbat^ 
the  nights  which  had  been  reftlefs 
became  (bmewhat  more  compofed. 
Blifters  and  anii-fpafmodics  were 
dire£ted»  and  particularly  the  flow- 
ers of  zinc,  which  were  continued 
till  the  beginning  of  July,  but 
without  the  leaft  abatement  of  the 


fymptoms ;  wbeti  her  father  grow- 
ing  impatient  of  fruitlefs  attend- 
ance  at  the  hofpital,  I  recoin* 
mended,  as  a  dernier  reforta  a 
trial  of  eleftricity,  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Uo- 
derwood,  an  ingenidnt  eletlriciaii^ 
Af^er  this  I  heard  no  more  of  her 
till  the  firil  of  Angtifi*,  when  hei* 
ftather  came  to  inform  me  that  bit 
daughter  wa&  well,  and  defired 
(he  might  have  her  difcharge.  To 
which »  after  expreffine  my  doubts 
of  the  cure,  1  contented ;  but 
fhould  not  have  been  perfectly 
convinced  of  it,  had  I  not  receiv- 
ed afterwards  a  full  confirmatioft 
of  it  from  Mr.  Underwood,  dated 
Sept.  i6>  an  extra  A  from  whoie 
letter  I  will  now  give  you  in  his 
own  words : 

'  I  have  long  expefted  the  plea- 
fnre  of  feeing  you,  that  I  might 
inform  you  how  I  proceeded  in  the 
cure  of  the  poor  girl.  As  the 
cafe  was  particular,  I  have  been 
very  minute,  and  wiih  you  may 
find  fomething  in  it  that  may  b« 
ufefui  to  other;.  If  you  think  it 
proper,  I  beg  you  will  date  the 
cafe  medically,  and  make  it  as 
public  as  you  pleafe. 

«  July  5.     On  the  glafs  footed 

ftool  for  thirty  minutes:  fparkswers 

drawn  from  the  arms,  neck,  and 

headj  which  caafed  a  confiderable 

perfpij 
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perfpiration,  and  a  ra(h  api>ear- 
ance  in  her  forehead.  She  then 
received  ihocks  through  her  hands, 
arms,  breailt,  and  back ;  and  from 
thb  time  the  fympcoms  abated » 
her  arms  beginning  to  recover  their 
nfes  •. 

'  July  t^.  On  the  glafs-fboted 
ilool  forty-five  minate»:  received 
ftrong  ihocks  through  her  legs  and 
feet,  which  from  that  time  bega» 
to  recover  their  wonted  nfes;  alfo 
four  ftrong  (hocka  through  the 
Jaws,  foon  after  which  her  fpeecb 
returned. 

'  Joly  Z5«  On  the  glafs-footed 
ftool  for  the  fpace  of  one  hoar : 
if  arks  were  drawn  from  her  arms, 
legs,  head,  and  bieaft,  which  for 
the  firft  time  (he  very  fenfibly  felt ;. 
alfo  two  ihocks  through  the  fpine. 
She  could  now  walk  alone;  her 
countenance  became  more  florid, 
and  all  her  faculties  feemed  wonr 
dcrfully  (lengthened,  and  from 
this  time  (be  continued  mending  tO' 
a  (kte  of  perfeA  healths 

<  Every  time  (he  was  eledlrified 
pofitively,  her  pulfe  quickened  to 
a  great  degree,  and  an  eruption, 
much  like  the  itch,  appeared  in 
all  her  joints/ 

Thtt*  far  Mr.  Underwood.  To 
complete  the  hiftory  of  this  (ingu- 
lar  ca(e»  I  this  day  (Oa.  zS^) 
rode  feveral  miles,  on  my  return 
from  the  country,  to  vifit  her; 
and  had  the  fatisfadton  to  find  her 
ill  good  health,  and  the  above  ac- 
count verified  in  every  particular, 
with  this  addition,  that  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  difeafe  (he  had  but 
flight  twitchings,  attended  with 
running,  ilaggering,  and  a  varie^ 
ty-  of  involuntary  geflicailations 
which  difiingttiih  the  St.  Vitns*a 
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dance,    and   that  thefe  fynptotet 
were  afterwards  fucceeded  by  con* 
vulfioBs,    which  rendered  it  diffi- 
cult for  two  affiftanta  to  keep  her 
in  bed,  and  which  foon  deprived 
her  of  fpeech  and  the  ufe  of  her 
limbs.    The  eruptions  which  ap-  . 
peered  on  the  parts  ele^rified  foon 
receded,  without   producing  apf 
return  of  the  fymptoms,  and  therew 
fore  could  not  be  called  critical^ 
but  merely  the  effed  of  theeleftri* 
cal  ftimulus.    Having  given  her 
parents  fome  general  dire^ons  ae 
to  her  regimen,  lee,  I  took  my 
leave,  with  a  ftrong  injandlion  to 
make  me  acquainted  in  cafe  (he 
(hould  happen  to  relapfe.    Before 
I  conclude,  it  may  not  be  impron 
per  to  obferve,  that  fome  time  age 
1  was  fortunate  enoueh  to  cure  e 
boy  who  had   long   had   the   St» 
Vitus's  dance  (though  in  a  much 
lefs  degree)  by  eleAncity.     A  vio* 
lent  convulfive  difeafe,  (bmewhae 
fimilar  ta  the  above,    though,    if 
I   recoiled    right,    not    attended 
with  the  *  aphonia,^  was  foccefsa* 
fully  treated  in  the  (ime  way  by 
Dr.  Watfon,  and  is  recorded  10 
the     Philofophical     Tranfa^ions^. 
May  we  not  then  conclude,  thaa 
thefe  fads  alone,  and  more  might 
perhaps  be  produced,  are  fufficiene 
to  entitle  eiedricity    to   a  diftin* 
euiihed  place  in  the  dafs  of  anti-- 
ipafmodics  I 

I  am.  Sec. 

Ah  Jcc§UMt  of  M  MiMorkaili  Imptr^ 
fidi9H  of  iigku   From  ihi  fornix 

Ralbi,May  a6,  1777. 
Rev.  Sir, 

I  RECEIVED  your  favour  im 
due  time.    I  Ihould  have  given 


*  The  ceated  boctU  hdd  near  a  quart. 
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{on  my  anfwer  fooner,  but  have 
ecu  greatly  ^fflidied  with  the 
gonU  I  am  very  willing  to  inform 
yoo  (and  take  your  inquiry  as  a 
favour)  of  my.  inability  concern- 
jog  colours,  as  far  as  I  am  able 
from  my  own  common  obfervation. 
It  is  a  family  failing :  my  faiher 
liat  exactly  the  fame  impediment : 
my  mother  and  one  of  my  fillers 
were  perfeA  in  all  colours:  my  other 
^fterandmyfelfalikeimperfed:  my 
Jaft  mentioned  filler  has  two  fons» 
both  imperfedt ;— but  (he  has  a 
daughter  -who  is  very  perfeft :  1 
have  a  fon  and  daughter,  who 
both  know  all  colours  wiihout  ex- 
ception  ;  and  fo  did  their  mother : 
my  mother's  own  brother  had  the 
like  impediment  with  me,  though 
my  mother,  as  mentioned  above, 
knew  all  colours  very  well. 

Now  I  will  inform  you  what  co- 
lours I  have  lead  knowledge  of. 
J  do  not  know  anv  gr-pen  in  the 
world  ;  a  pink  colour  and  a  pale 
blue  are  alike,  I  do  not  know  one 
from  the  other.  A  full  red  and 
full  green  the  fame,  I  have  often 
thought  them  a  good  match  ; — 
but  yellows  (light,  dark,  and  mid- 
dle) and  all  degrees  of  blue,  ex- 
cept thofc  very  pale,  commonly 
called  iky,  I  know  pcrfedlly  well, 
and  cajd  difcern  a  deficiency,  in 
any  of  thofc  colours,  to  a  particu- 
lar nicety  :  a  full  purple  and  deep 
blue  fometimes  bafiie  me.  I  mar- 
ried my  daughter  to  a  genteel^ 
worthy  man  a  few  years  ago  ;  the 
day  before  the  marriage  he  came 
to  my  houfe,  dreffcd  in  a  new  fuit 
of  fine  cloth  cloaths.  I  was  much 
difpleafed  that  he  fliould  come  (as 
I  iuppofed)  in  black  ;  faid,  "  He 
ihould  go  back  to  change  his  co- 
lour." But  my  daughter  faid, 
••No,  no ;  the  colour  ii  very  gen- 


teel ;  that  it  was  my  eyes  that  de^ 
ceived  me.'V  He  was  a  Georle-» 
man  of  the  Law,  in  a  fine,  rich 
claret-coloured  drcft,  which  is  as 
much  a  black  to  my  eyes  *at  any 
black  that  ever  was  dyed.  She 
has  been  married  feveral  years ; 
no  child  living,  and  my  (on  is 
unmarried  ;  fo  how  this  impedi- 
ment may  defcend  from  me  is  un- 
known. 

I  have  a  general  good  fatisfac- 
tion  in  the  midft  of  this  my  ina* 
bility ;  can  fee  objeds  at  a  dif- 
tance  when  I  am  on  travel  with 
an  acquaintance,  and  can  diftin- 
guifh  the  fize,  figure,  or  fpace, 
equal  to  moft,  and,  I  believe,  aa 
quick,  colour  excepted. 

My  bufinefs  was  behind  a  coun- 
ter many*^  years,  where  I  had  to 
do  with  variety  of  colours.  I  of- 
ten, when  alone,  met  with  a  diffi- 
rulty  ;  but  [  commonly  had  a 
fervant  in  the  way  to  attend  me, 
who  made  up  my  deficiency.  I 
have  been  now  (even  years  from 
trade.  My  eyes,  thank  God,  are 
very  good  at  difcerning  men  and 
things. 

U  your  learned  *  fociety  can 
fearch  out  the  caufe  of  this  vtry 
extraordinary  infirmity,  and  find  a 
method  for  an  amendment,  yon 
will  be  fo  obliging  to  acqaainc 
me.     I  am,  Sic. 

J.  Scott. 

Jft  Jccount  of  the  JJland  of  St.  Mi- 
guel;  by  Mr.  Francis  Mafon, 
in  a  Letter  to  Mr.  William  Aiton. 
Botanical  Gartiemr  to  bis  Majefixi 
From  the  /ami. 

Si.  Miguel,  Aug.  lo,  1777. 
SIR,  ^ 

I  Have  vifited  the  greateft  part  of 
this  iflaud,  and  fi ud  that  its 
prodoG- 
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produ£lions  di^er  greatly  from 
thofe  of  Madeira,  infomuch  thac 
none  of  the  trees  of  the  latter  are 
found  here,  except  the  /ajd:  it 
has  a  nearer  affinity  to  Europe  than 
Africa.  The  mountains  are  co- 
vered with  the  erica  *vulgans,  and 
an  elegant  ever-green  Ihrub  very 
like  a  pbillyrea,  which  gives  thenl 
a  mod  beautiful  appearance.  Not- 
withdanding  this  iiland  has  been 
frequently  vifited  by  Europeans,  1 
cannot  help  communicating  lo  you 
a  few  of  its  fingularFties.  It  is  one 
of  the  principal  and  mod  fertile  of 
the  Azores,  fometimes  called  the 
Wedern  Iflands,  of  which  there 
are  nine,  belonging  to  the  crown 
of  Portugal,  and  fituated  about 
500  miles  wed  of  Lid>on.  Longi- 
tude wed  from  London  25  to  33. 
Latitude  36  to  40  north. 

The  length  of  St.  Miguel  is 
about  eighteen  or  twenty  leagues, 
nearly  ead  to  wed ;  its  breadth  is  un- 
equal, not  exceeding  five  leagues, 
and  in  fome  places  not  more  than 
two.  It  contains  about  80,000  in- 
habitants. 

Its  capital,  the  city  of  Pent  a 
del  Guda,  which  contains  about 
12,000  inhabitants,  is  fituated  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland,  on  a 
fine  fertile,  plain  country,  pretty 
regularly  built ;  the  dreets  draight 
.  and  of  a  good  breadth.  It  is  fup- 
plied  with  good  water,  which  is 
brought  about  the  didance  of  three 
leagues  from  the  neighbouring 
mountains.  The  churches  and 
other  religious  edifices  are  ele- 
gant and  well  built  for  fuch  an 
ifland.  There  is  a  large  convent 
of  Fraocifcan  friars,  and  one  of 
the  order  of  St.  Augudin,  four 
convents  for  profefTed  nuns,  and 
three  recolhimentos  (hoafes  of  re- 
tirement) for    young   womea  aad 
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widows  who  are  not  profefled. 
The  vedels  anchor  in  an  open 
road  ;  but  it  is  not  dangerous,  as 
no  wind  can  prevent  their  going 
to  fea  in  cafe  of  dor  my  weather* 
The  country  round  the  city  is 
plain  for  feveral  miles,  well  culti- 
vated, and  laid  out  wiih  good  tade 
into  fpacious  fit\6.s,  which  are 
fown  with  wheat,  barley,  Indian 
corn,  pulfe,  &c.  and  commonly 
produce  annually  two  crops ;  for 
as  foon  as  one  is  taken  ofi^,  ano- 
ther is  immediately  fown  in  its 
place.  The  foil  is  remarkably 
gentle  and  eafy  to  work,  being  for ' 
the  mod  part  compofed  of  pulve- 
rized pumice  done.  Hiere  are  in 
the  plains  a  number  of  pleafanr 
country  feats,  with  orchards  of 
orange  trees,  which  are  edeemed 
the  bed  in  Europe. 

The  fecond  town  is  Rihelra 
Grande f  fituated  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  iiland,  containing  about  as 
many  inhabitants  as  the  city ;  a 
large  convent  of  Francifcan  friars, 
and  one  of  nuns.  It  gives  tide 
to  a  count,  called  the  Conde  Ri- 
beira  Grande,  who  fird  indituted 
linen  and  woollen  manufaclories  in 
the  ifland. 

The  third  town  is  Villa  Franca, 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland, 
about  fix  leagues  ead  of  Ponta  del 
GuJa.  It  has  a  convent  of  Fran- 
cifcan  friars,  and  one  of  nuns, 
which  contains  about  three  hun- 
dred. Here,  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  fliore,  lies  a  fmall  illmd 
(Uhas)  which  is  hollow  in  the 
middle,  and  contains  a  fine  baibn 
with  only  one  entrance  into  it,  fit 
to  hold  iii\^  fail  of  vcflels  fecure 
from  all  weather ;  at  prefent  it 
wants  cleaning  out,  as  the  win- 
ter's rain  waflies  down  great  quan- 
tities of  earth  into  it^  which  has 
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greatly  diminiihed  its  depth.  Bat 
vcffels  frequently  anchor  between 
this  ifland  and  the  main. 

Befide  thefe  towns,  arc  feveral 
fmaller,  <vix.  Alagoa,  Agoa  de 
PaOy  Brelanha,  Fanaes  de  Ajuda, 
and  a  number  of  hamlets,  called 
Lugars,  or  Places. 

About   four    leagues    north-eaft 
from  Villa   Franca,    lies    a    place 
called  Furnas,  being  a  round  deep 
valley  in   the  middle  of  the   ead 
part     of    the    ifland,    furrounded 
with     high      mountains,      which, 
though  ftcep,  may  be  eafily  afcend- 
cd    on    horfeback    by   two   roads. 
The   valley   is   about   five    or   fix 
leagues  in  circuit,  the  face  of  the 
mountains,  which  are   very    fteep, 
h    entirely    covered     with    ever- 
greens,   'viz»    myrtles,   laurels,    a 
^  large  fpccies   of   bilberry,    called 
tira    del  /era    (mountain    grapes) 
Zee.  and  numberlefs  'rivulets  of  the 
pureil  water  run  down  their  fides. 
The  valley  below  is  well  cultivat- 
ed, producing  wheat,  Indian  com, 
flax,  &c.      The  fields  are  planted 
round   with     a    beautiful    fort   of 
poplars,  which    grow    into    pyra- 
ihidal  forms,   and   by   their  care- 
lefs,  irregular  difpofiiion,  together 
with   the    multitudes    of   rivulets, 
which  run  in  all  diredions  through 
the  valley,  a  number  of  boiling 
fountains,    throwing   up   clouds   of 
fleam,  a    fine  lake  in   the  fouth- 
wed  part  about  tvVo  leagues  round, 
compofc  a  profpeft  the  fincft  that 
can  be  imagined.     In  the  bottom 
of  the  valley  the  roads  are  froooth 
and  cafy,  there  being  t^o rocks,  but 
a  fine  pulverized  pumice  Hone  that 
the  earth  is  compoicd  of. 

There  are  a  number  of  hot  foun- 
tains in  different  parts  of  the  val- 
ley, and  alfo  on  the  fides  of  the 
mountains:  bnt  the  moil  remark* 


able  is  that    called   the   Caldeiran 
fituated  in  the  eafiern   part  of  the 
valley,  on   a  fmall    eminence   hj 
the  fide  of  a  river,  on   which  is  a 
bafon  about  thirty  feet  in  diame- 
ter,   where   the  water  continually 
boils  with  prodigious  fury.     A  few 
yards  diflant  from  it   is  a  cavero 
in  the  fide  of  the  bank,  in  whicb^ 
the  water  boils  in  a  dread fol  man- 
ner, throwing  out  a  tkick,   mud- 
dy, un^kuous   water  feveral   yard* 
from  its   mouth,   with    a   hideooa 
noife.     In  the  middle  of  the  river 
are  feveral  places  where  the  water 
boils .  up  fo    hot,   that  a    periba 
cannot  dip  his  finger  into  it  with- 
out being  fcalded;   alfo  along  its 
banks   are   feveral    apertures,  cot 
of  which  the    ftream   rifes    to   » 
confiderable   height  fo    hot,    that 
there  is   no   approaching    it   witb 
one's  hand:    in    other    places,    a 
perfon  would    think,  that    a   hun- 
dred fmiths  bellows  were  blowing 
all     together,     and      fnlphureons 
fireams  iflTuing  out  in  thoufands  of 
places,    fo   that  native  fnlpbnr  is 
found    in    every    chink,    and   the 
ground  covered  with   it  like  hoar 
froll ;    even  the   bufhes   that  hap- 
pen  to  lay  near  thefe  places  are- 
covered  with  pure  brimftone,  con- 
denfing  from  the  flream  that  ifliies 
out  of  the  ground,  which  in  many 
places  is  covered  over  with  a  fab- 
fiance  like  burned  allum.     In  thefe 
fmall  caverns,    where   the    flream 
ififues  out,  the    people  often  boil 
their  yams  (inhames.) 

Near  thefe  boiling  fountains  are 
feveral  mineral  fprings ;  two,  in 
particular,  whofe  waters  have  a 
very  flrong  mineral  quality,  of 
an  acid  tafie,  and  bitter  to  the 
tongue. 

About  half  a  mile  to  theweft- 
ward,  and  clofe  by  the  river  fide. 
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are  feveral  hot  fprings,  which  are 
ufed  by  fick  people  with  great  fuc- 
eels.  Alfo  CD  the  fide  of  a  hilU 
weft  of  St.  Ann's  Church,  arc 
many  others,  with  three  bathing 
houfes,  which  are  commonly  ufed. 
Thefe  waters  are  warm,  although 
not  boiling  hot;  but  at  the  fame 
place  ifTue  feveral  ftreams  of  cold 
mineral  wafer,  by  which  they  arc 
tempered,  according  to  every  one's 
liking. 

About  a  mile  footh  of  this  place, 
and  over  a  low  ridge  of  hills,  lies 
a  fine  lake  about  two  leagues  in 
circumference,  and  very  deep,  the 
water  thick,  and  of  a  grecnifli  co- 
lour. At  the  north  end  I  is  a  plain 
piece  of  ground^  where  the  ful- 
phureous  ilreams  ifTue  out  in 
many  places,  attended  with  a  fur- 
prifmg  blowing  noife.  I  could  ob- 
serve (Irong  fprings  in  the  lake, 
but  could  not  determine  whether 
they  were  hot  or  cold  :  this  lake 
feems  to  have  no  vifible  evacua- 
tion. The  other  fprings  imme-. 
diately  form  a  confiderable  river, 
called  Ribeira  ^ente  (hot  river) 
which  runs  a  courfe  about  two  or 
three  leagues  through  a  deep  rent 
in  the  mountain,  on  each  fide  of 
which  are  feveral  places  where  the 
fmoke  ifTues  out.  It  difcharges 
itfelf  into  the  fea  on  the  fouth 
fide,  near  which  are'  fome  places 
where  the  water  boils  up  at  fome 
diftance  in  the  fea. 

This  wonderful  place  had  been 
taken  little  notice  of,  until  very 
lately;  fo  little  curiofity  had  the 
gentlemen  of  the  ifland,  that 
fcarcely  any  of  them  had  feen  it, 
until  of  late  fome  perfons  aiflidled 
with  very  virulent  diforders,  were 
perfuaded  to  try  its  waters^  and 
found  immediate  relief  from  them. 
Since  that  time  it  has  become  more 


and  more  frequented ;  feveral  per- 
fons who  had  loft  the  ufe  of  their 
limbs  by  the  dead  palfy  have  been 
cured  ;  and  alfo  others  who  were 
troubled  with  eruptions  on  their 
bodies. 

A  clergyman,  who  was  greatly 
afHided  with  the  gout,  tried  the 
fa  id  waters,  and  was  ^in  a  ihort 
time  perfectly  cured,  and  has  had 
no  return  fince. 

When  I  was  there,  feveral  old 
gentlemen,  who  were  quite  worn 
out  with  the  faid  diforder,  were 
ufing  the  waters,  and  had  received 
incredible  benefit  from  them;  in 
particular,  an  old  gentleman, 
about  fixty  years  of  age,  who  had 
been  tormented  with  that  diforder 
more  than  twenty  years,  and  of- 
ten confined  to  his  bed  for  fix 
months  together:  he  had  ufed 
thefe  waters  about  three  weeks, 
h/id  quite  recovered  the  ufe  of  his 
limbs,  and  walked  about  in  the 
greatcft  fpirits  imaginable.  A  friar 
alfo  who  had  been  troubled  with 
the  faid  diforder  about  twelve 
years,  and  reduced  to  a  cripple, 
by  ufing  them  a  (hort  time  was 
quite  welly  and  went  a  hunting 
every  day.  There  are  many  other 
inftances  of  the  efiicacy  of  thefe 
waters,  which  for  the  lake  of  bre- 
vity I  muft  here  omit. 

There  are  feveral  other  hot 
fprings  in  the  ifland,  particularly 
at  Ribeira  Grande;^  but  they  do 
not  pofTefs  the  fame  virtues,  at 
leaft  not  in  fo  great  a  degree.  The 
eaft  and  weft  parts  of  the  ifland 
rife  into  high  mountains,  but  the 
middle  is  low,  interfperfed  with 
round  conic  hills,  all  of  which 
have  very  recent  marks  of  fire ; 
all  the  parts  below  the  furface  con- 
fiding of  melted  lava,  lying  very 
hollow* 
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Mod  of  the  mountains  to  the 
wedward  have  their  tops  hollowed 
out  like  a  punch  bowl,  and  con- 
tain water.  Near  the  weft  end  is 
an  immenfe  deep  valley  like  the 
Furnas^  called  the  Sate  Ci Jades 
(the  feven  cities).  This  valley  is 
furrounded  with  very  abrupt  moun- 
tains>  about  feven  or  eight  leagues 
round  ;  in  the  bottom  is  a  deep 
lake  of  water,  about  three  leagues 
in  circuit,  furnifhed  with  a  great 
number  of  water  fowls.  This  wa- 
ter has  no  mineral  quality  ;  neither 
are  there  any  hot  fprings  in  the 
valley.  All  thefc  mountains  are 
compofed  of  d  white  crumbly 
pumice  llone,  which  is  fo  Icofe, 
that  if  a  perfon  ihrull  a  flick  into 
the  banks,  whole  waggon  loads  of 
it  will  tumble  down.  The  inha- 
bitants of  the  ifland  relate  a  ftory> 
that  he  who  firft  difcovered  it  ob^ 
ferved  an  extraordinary  high  peak 
near  the  weft  end  ;  but  the  fecond 
time  he  viiited  it  no  fach  peak  was 
to  be  feen,  which  he  fuppofed 
muft  have  certainly  funk ;  but 
however  improbable  this  ftory 
may  be,  at  fome  period  or  ano- 
ther it  muft  have  certainly  been  the 
cafe. 

If  you  (hould  think  the  accomit 
of  the  mineral  waters  of  any  fer- 
vice  to  the  public,  they  are  very 
^  welcome  to  it ;  and  (hoald  any 
perfon  venture  fo  far  for  hris 
iiealth,  a  fmall  ftock  of  the  fuper- 
iluities  of  life  only  need  be  laid  in» 
as  the  iftand  yields  every  neceftary. 
The  climate  is  very  temperate: 
Che  thermometer  iince  I  have  been 
liere  has  been  fio  higher  that  77% 
commonly  from  70°  to  75''. 


An  Account  of  the  figure  and  For^ 
Motion  of  tbt  Earib^Of  Suhter^ 


raneous  Fire^  and  its  EffeSis^-^Of 
the  Deluge^Of  tie  Origin  of 
Mountains,  Con/inents,  CsV. 

[From  Whitehurft's  Enquiry  into  the  ori- 
gin h1  State  of  the  Earth.} 

HAVING  premifed  the  gc- 
neral  laws  or  principles  be- 
ftowed  upon  n> alter,  let  us  en- 
deavour to  trace  their  operations 
in  forming  the  chaotic  mafs  into 
an  habitable  world. 

The  firft  operation  which  pre- 
fents  itfelf  to  our  conception  is  the 
figure  of  the  earth:  for  according 
to  propofition  the  fecond,  the  fluid 
mafs  no  fooncr  began  to  revolve 
upon  its  axis,  than  its  component 
parts  began  to  recede  from  their 
axes  of  motion,  and  thus  conti- 
nued till  the  two  forces  were  equal- 
ly balanced,  and  the  earth  had 
acquired  its  prefent  oblate  fpheroi- 
dical  form. 

The  component  parts  being  nowr 
arrived  at  a  ftate  of  reft,  with  re- 
fpe£l  to  the  general  laws  of  mo- 
tibn»  began  a  fecond  operation  by 
means  of  the'r  affinities ;  for  par- 
ticles of  a  fimilar  nature  attrad 
each  other  more  powerfully  thaa 
thofe  of  a  contrary  affinity  or 
quality. 

Hence  particles  of  air  united 
with  thofe  of  air;  thofe  of  water 
with  water;  and  thofe  of  earth 
with  earth  ;  and  with  their  union 
commenced  their  fpecific  gravities. 

The  uniform  fufpenfion  of  the 
component  parts  being  thus  de-- 
ftroyed  by  the  union  of  iithilar  par- 
ticles, thofe  bodies  which  were  the 
moft  denfe  began  their  approach 
towards  the  center  of  gravity,  and 
the  others  towards  the  farface. 

Thus  commenced  the  fepararion 
of  the  chaotic  mafs  bto  Mir,  mMtirp 
earth,  &c« 
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^  Kow  as  air  is  eight  hundred 
times  lighter  than  water,  it  fccms 
to  follow,  by  the  laws  of  ilatics, 
that  it  became  freed  from  the  ge- 
neral mafs  ill  a  like  proportion 
of  time,  fooner  than  water,  and 
formqj  a  muJiiy,  impure  atmo- 
fpbere* 

The  procefs  of  feparation  ftill 
goes  en,  and  the  earth  confoli- 
dates  every  day  more  and  more 
towards  its  centre,  and  its  furface 
becomes  gradually  covered  with 
water,  until  one  uni'vrrfal  fea  pre- 
vailed over  the  globe,  perfcdlly 
pure  2Si^fit  for  animal  lift. 

Thus,  by  the  union  of  fimilar 
particles,  the  component  parts  of 
the  atmofphere  and  the  ocean 
feem  to  have  been  feparated  from 
the  general  mafs,  afTembled  toge- 
ther, and  furrounded  the  terra- 
queous globe. 

To  the  peculiar  laws  of  attrac- 
tion may  likewife  be  afcribed  that 
•famenefs  of  quality  which  prevails 
in  firata  of  different  denomina- 
tions, as  calcarious,  argillaceous, 
6ffc.  and  alfo  the  ailemblage  of  all 
other  particles  into  feledl  bodies, 
of  metals,  minerals,  falls,  talks, 
fpars,  PiUors,  cryflals,  diamonds, 
rubies,  ametbyl^s,  &:c.  and  many 
other  phenomena  in  the  natural 
world. 

Having  thus  defined  the  gene- 
ral laws  or  principles  by  which 
the  component  pare  of  the  chaos 
•were  feparated  and  arranged  into 
the  different  claffcs  of  air,  water. 
Ire.  it  may  not  be  improper  to  re- 
mark, that  as  the  fun  is  the  com- 
mon center  of  gravity,  or  the  go- 
.  verning  principle  in  the  planetary 
iyftem,  the  prefqmption  is  great 
that  the  governing  body  was  at 
lead  coeval  with  the  bodies  go- 
ircrned : 


Therefore,  as  the  chaos  revolv- 
ed upon  its  a^is  during  the  fepa- 
ration of  its  Component  partsj  may 
we  not  thence  infer,  that  as  the 
atmofphere  was  progreflively  freed 
from  its  grofs  matter^  light  and 
heat  mud  have  gradually  increafed, 
until  che  fun  became  viQble  in 
the  firmament*  and  fhone  with  its  .^ 
full  luftre  and  brightnefs  on  the 
face  of  the  niw-formed  globe. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  feveral 
days  and  nights  preceded  the  fun's 
appearance  in  the  heavens.  How 
far  the  refult  of  this  reafoning  may 
illuflrate  the  Molaic  account,  of 
the  fun  being  created,  or  becom- 
ing vifible,  on  the  fourth  day  of 
creation,  is  moil  humbly,  fubmitted 
to  the  confideration  and  candour  of 
the  learned  world. 

It  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that 
as  the  feparation  of  the  chaos  was 
owing  to  the  union  of  fimilar  par- 
ticles, it  feems  to  follow,  that  as 
the  central  parts  of  the  earth  were 
fooner  at  reft  than  the  more  fu* 
perficial  parts  thereof,  that  the 
former  would  begin  to  confolidate 
before  the  latter,  and  therefore  it 
appears  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 
Nature,  that  the  central  part  ihould 
confill  of  water  only,  and  the 
more  fuperficial  part  of  a  (hell 
or  cruft,  as  fome  writers  have  ima- 
gined. 

Having  traced  the  operations  pf 
Nature  in  feparating  the  chaotic 
mafs  into  air,  earth,  and  water* 
we  have  now  to  enqnire  into  the 
formation  of  the  primitive  iflands. 

To  inveftigate  this  matter,  let 
us  fuppofe,  for  the  prefent,  that 
during  the  feparation  of  the  chaos* 
the  earth  was  perlev^tly  iree  from 
the  attractive  influence  of  all  oilier 
bodies ;  that  nothing  interfered 
with  the  uniform  law  of  its  o^n 
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gravitation.  It  will  then  follow, 
that  as  the  chaos  was  an  uniform 
pulp,  the  folids  would  equally 
fubiidc  from  every  part  of  its  fur- 
face,  and  confequendy  become  e- 
qually  covered  with  water. 

On  the  ^contrary,  if  the  moon 
was  coeval  with  the  earth,  its  at- 
tractive power  would  greatly  in- 
terfere with  the  uniform  fubfiding 
of  the  folids :  for  as  the  feparation 
of  the  folids  aad  fluids  increafed, 
fo,  in  like  manner,  the  tides  would 
increafe,  and  remove  the  folids 
about,  from  place  to  place,  with- 
out any  order  or  regularity. 

Hence,  the  fea  neceflarily  be- 
came unequally  deep,  and  thofe 
inequalities  daily  increafing,  in 
procefs  of  time  dry  land  wou'd 
appear,  and  divide  the  fea,  which 
bad  univcrfally  covered  the  earth 


the  Mofaic  account  of  the  creatioa 
and  the  refult  of  phyfical  reafbn- 
ings,  in  fo  many  eflential  points ; 
for  we  find  the  fame  feries  of  troths 
aflerced  in  Scripture  which  are 
here  deduced  from  the'  univerfal 
laws  arid  operations  of  Nature. 

From  this  obvious  agreement  of 
revelation'  with  reafon,  may'  we 
not  conclude,  chat  they  both  flovr 
from  the  fame  fountain,  and  there- 
fore cannot  operate  in  contradiflion 
to  each  ot)ier  ?  Confeqncntly,  by 
which  ever  means  the  fame  truths 
are  brought  to  light,  be  it  by  reu" 
/on  Or  revelation,  they  will  perfed- 
ly  coincide,  and  that  coincidence 
may  be  confidered  as  a  telHmony 
of  the  truth  of  each. 

The  inftances  we  find  recorded 
of  volcanes,  and  their  effects,  leave 
no    room    to    doubt   the    exifteace^ 


The  primitive  iflands  being  thus  force ^  and  immifijlty  of  fubtcrrane- 


raifed,  by  the  flux  and  reflux  of 
'the  tides,  as  fand^banks  are  form- 
ed in  the  fea,  we  cannot  fuppofe 
them  to  have  been  of  any  great 
extent  or  elevation,  compared  to 
the  mountains  and  continents  in 
the  prcfent  flate  of  the  earth : 
therefore  they  can  only  be  confi- 
dered as  {^  many  protuberances 
gradually  afcending  from  the  deep : 
whence  it  appears,  that  craggy 
rocks  and  impending  (bores  were 
not  then  in  being ;  all  was  fmooth^ 
eveD>  and  uniform  ;  flones,  mine- 
rals>  &c.  only  exifled  in  their  ele- 
mentary principles. 

The  primitive  iflands  being  thus 
raifed  above  the  furface  of  the  fea, 
ia  procefs  of  time,  became  firm, 
ima  fit  for  animal  or  vegetable 
life. 

Having  now  confidered  the  for- 
sbation  of  the  atmofphere,  the  fea» 
and  the  land,  I  cannot  pafs  over  in 
^lence  the  great  analogy  between 


ous  fires ;  not  only  under  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ocean,  but  likewife  un- 
der mountains,  continents,  &c.  in 
all  parts  oi  the  world. 

But  from    what    principles  they 
were  generated,    at    whau  diflance 
of  titite  from  the   creation  of  the 
world,    or    whether    nearer   to    its 
centre  or  to  its  farface>  is  perhaps 
not   afcertainable,  vvhilfl  the  phe- 
nomena of  fire  remain  in  fo  much 
obfcurity :    for,   according    to   the 
celebrated    chymiil    M.    Macquer, 
<*  an    accurate   diflindHon  has   not 
*«  yet  been  made  between  the  phe- 
**  nomena  of  fire  adually  exifting 
*'  as  a  principle  in  the  compofition 
*'  of  bodies,   and    thofe  which  it 
"  exhibits  when  exifling  feparmte- 
**  ly  in  its  natural  flate :  nor  have 
<f  proper  and  diflin^  appellationa 
'^  been  affigned  to  it  under  thoft 
**  different  circumflances:''  there* 
fore,    neither    the   time^  the  fUut^ 
nor  the   modtt  in   which  fiibtrrni* 
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Deous  fire  was  generated,  can  be. 
truly  afcertained. 

However,  this  we  know,  moll 
afIuredJy»  that  a  certain  degree  of 
xnoiflure  and  dryitois  are  produdive 
of  &re  in  the  vegetable  and  mine- 
ral kingdoms  ;  and  likewife,  that 
tbofe  fires  are  generated  from  the 
firfi  increment  of  heat,  and  gra- 
daally  increafe  to  their  full  macu' 
rity.  Therefore,  if  we  were  al- 
lowed to  reafon  from  the  analogy 
one  part  of  nature  bears  to  ano- 
ther, we  ihould  conclude,  that  fub- 
terraneous  fire  was  generated  from 
the  fame  elementary  principles, 
and  alfo  gradually  incrcafed  to  it« 
full  maturity. 

Having  premifed  thefe  matters, 
let  us  return  to  the  chaotic  flate 
of  the  earth,  and  endeavour  to 
trace  the  progre^ve  operations  of 
fubterraneous  fire,  from  \\.%Jirfi  in- 
crement of  heat,  and  mark  its  ef- 
fcdls  on  the  incumbent y?ra/^z. 

I.  If  a  certain  degree  of  moif- 
ture  and  drynefs  were  equally  as 
fieceflary  to  the  production  of  fire 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  as  in 
the  vegetable  and  mineral  king- 
doms, it  feems  to  follow,  that 
thofe  parts  of  the  globe  which  firll 
began  to  consolidate,  were  alfo  the 
£rit  which  began  to  generate  fire : 
therefore  as  the  central  part*  began 
•to  coniolidate  fooner  than  the  nrore 
fuperficial  parts,  there  is  fome  pro- 
bability that  they  were  the  firfl  ig- 
nited. 

2.  It  has  alfo  been  obferved,  that 
as  the  earth  began  to  confolidate 
by  the  union  of  fimilar  particles, 
an  nniverfal  famenefs  prevailed 
either  in  the  fame  firatum^  or  in 
the  central  part  of  the  earth : 
whence  it  appears,  that  fubterra- 
neous  fire  was  generated  univer« 
ially  in    the  f^me  point  of  time. 


either  in  the  fame  ftratum  or  in 
the  central  part  of  the  earth,  and 
gradually  incrcafed  to  its  full  ma- 
turity. 

3.  All  bodies  expand  with  heat, 
and  the  force  or  power  of  that  law 
is  unlimited :  therefye,  as  fub- 
terraneous  iixt  increlWd,  its  ex-^ 
panfive  force  would  gradually  in- 
creafe until  it  became  equal  to  the 
incumbent  weight.  Gravity  and 
expanfion  being  then  equal,  and 
the  latter  continuing  to  increafe, 
became  fuperior  to  the  former,  and 
didended  the  incumbent  y^r^/a,  as 
a  bladder  forcibly  blown. 

4.  Now  if  this  fire  was  fur- 
rounded  by  a  ihell,  or  cruft  of 
equal  thicknefs,  and  of  equal  denfity^ 
its  incumbtnt  lueight  mud  have  been 
equal :  on  the  Contrary,  if  the  fur- 
rounding  fhell  or  cruft  were  un~ 
equally  thick  or  unequally  denft,  its 
incumbent  weight  muft  have  been 
unequal. 

5.  Hence  it  appears,  that  as  the 
primitive  inlands  were  uniform 
protuberances  gradually  afcending  - 
from  the  deep,  the  incumbent 
weight  mail  have  been  unequal ; 
for  as  the  fpecific  gravity  of  flone, 
fand,  or  mud^  is  greater  than  that 
of  water,  the  incumbent  weight 
of  the  former  muft  have  been 
greater  than  that  of  the  latter; 
confequently  the  bottom  of  the 
fea  would  afccnd  by  the  expanfive 
force  of  the  fubterraneous  fiT% 
fooner  than  the  iilands,  which 
would  therefore  become  more  or 
lefs  deluged,  as  the  bottom  of  the 
fea  was  more  or  lefs  elevated ;  and 
this  effc6l  muft  have  been  more  or 
lefs  univerfal,  as  the  fire  prevailed 
more  or  lefs  univerfally,  either  \^ 
the  fame  Jlratum,  or  in  the  central 
part  of  the  earth.  Therefore, 
nnc^  it  appears,  that   fubierrane- 
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Oct  fire  operated  oniveriall/  la  the 
fame  Jiratum,  with  the  fame  de- 
gree of  force,  ic  appears  mach 
more  probable,  that  the  deloge 
prevailed  ooiverf&lly  over  the 
earth,  than  iDartiaiiy ;  and  more 
efpecially  ^en  we  conHder  the 
elevation  of  the  antediluvian  hills. 
Bot  more  of  this  bereafter. 

But  the  tragical  fcene  endeth 
not  with  an  uoiverfal  flood,  and 
the  deHroAion  of  terreHrial  ani- 
mals: for  the  expanfive  force  of 
fabterrarcoas  fire,  ftill  increafing, 
became  fuperior  to  the  incumbent 
ijueigbt  ard  cobeJi$n  of  the  ftrata^ 
which  were  then  burfl,  and  opened 
a  communication  between  the  two 
oceans  of  melted  matter  and  wa- 
ter. 

The  two  elements  coming  thas 
into  cor  tad,  the  latter  would  be 
snflantaneoufly  converted  into 
fleam,  and  produce  an  explofion 
infinitely  beyond  all  human  con- 
ception ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that 
the  expanfive  force  of  water  thus 
converted  into  fleam  exceeds  that 
of  gunpowder  in  the  proportion  of 
fourteen  thoufand  to  five  hun- 
dred. 

The  terraqueous  globe  being 
thus  burfl  into  millions  of  frag- 
ments,  and  from  a  caufe  appa- 
rently feated  nearer  to  its  center 
than  its  furface,  mud  certainly  be 
thrown  into  flrange  heaps  of  ruins  : 
for  the  fragments  of  ^t  fir  at  a  thus 
blown  up,  could  not  pofiibly  fall 
together  again  into  their  primi:ive 
order  and  regularity  :  therefore  ao 
infinite  number  of  fubterraneous 
caverns  mult  have  been  formed, 
probabtr  nany  miles,  or  many 
Aundreds  of  miles  belpw  the  bot- 
tom of  the  antediluvian  fea. 
t^Qw  \\  \%  eafy  ip  (fonccir^  whc^ 


a  body  of  foch  ao  immenie  mag- 
nitode  as  the  earth  was  cbos  re- 
duced to  an  heap  of  ruins,  that  its 
incumhint  icater  would  immediate- 
ly defcend  into  the  caverns  and 
ioterftices  thereof;  and  by  ap- 
proaching fo  much  nearer  towardj 
the  center,  than  in  its  antediluvian 
flate,  much  of  the  terreftria]  fur- 
face  would  be  left  naked  and  ex- 
pofed,  with  ail  its  horrid  gulphs, 
craggy  rocks,  mountains,  and  other 
diford;rly  appearances. 

Thus  the  primitive  flate  of  che 
Earth  feems  to  have  been  totally 
metamorphosed  by  the  firfk  con- 
vulfion  of  Nature,  at  the  time  of 
the  deluge  ;  its  firaia  broken,  and 
thrown  into  every  poinble  degree 
of  confufion  and  diforder.  Thus, 
tho(e  mighty  eminences  the  Alps, 
the  Andes,  the  Pyrenean  moun<» 
tains,  &c.  were  brought  from  be- 
neath the  great  deep — the  fea  re- 
tired from  thofe  vaft  trails  of  land, 
the  continents  —  became  fathom- 
lefs ;  environed  with  craggy  rocks, 
cliffi,  and  impending  fhores  ;  and 
its  bottom  fpread  over  with  moun- 
tains and  vallies  like  the  land. 

It  is  further  to  be  obfervcd  of  the 
horrid  efFcfts  of  this  convulfioQ-— 
that  as  the  primitive  iOands  were 
more  ponderous  and  left  ele^vaieti \}KSLn 
the  bottom  of  the  fea,  the  former 
would  more  inflantaneoufly  fubfide 
into  the  ocean  of  melted  matter, 
than  the  latter :  therefore,  in  aU 
probability,  they  became  the  bot- 
tom of  the  pofldiluvian  fea :  and 
the  bottom  of  the  antediluvian  fea 
being  more  elevated,  was  converted 
into  the  pofldiluvian  mountains, 
continents,  &c.  This  conjeAure 
is  remarkably  confirmed  by  the 
vafl  number  of  foflii  fhclls,  an4 
other  marine  txui^iit^  foQnd  lAbed- 
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ded  near  the  tops  of  xxiountains* 
and  the  interior  parts  of  continents, 
far  remgte  from  the  Tea,  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  hitherto  ex- 
plored. 

The  above  phenomena  have  ge- 
nerally been  afcribed  to  the  effects 
of  an  univerfal  Hood;  but  we  pre- 
fume  fuch  concluiions  were  lod 
haftily  drawn:  for  it  manifellly 
appears,  upon  a  more  flridt  exami- 
nation of  the  various  circumflances 
accompanying  thefe  marine  bodies, 
that  they  were  actually  generated, 
lived,  and  Med,  in  the  wtry  beds 
wherein  they  are  found ;  and  that 
thofc  beds  were  originally  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ocean,  though  now 
elevated  feveral  miles  above  its  le« 
vcl.  Thus  we  find  a  further  agree- 
ment between  natural  phenomena 
and  the  laws  of  Nature. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  moun- 
tains and  continents  were  not  pri- 
mary productions  of  Nature  ;  but 
of  a  very  dillant  period  of  time 
from  the  creation  of  the  world. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  objefled, 
that  many  of  the  above  foflil  bodies 
are  natives  of  very  diftant  regions 
of  the  earth,  and  could  not  have 
exifted  in  climates  wherein  they 
are  foupd,  according  to  the  prefent 
conllitution  of  Nature. 

To  avoid  prolixity,  in  the  invef- 
tigation  of  the  deluge,  &-c.  many 
interpfting  phenomena  refpedling 
earthquakes  have  been  omitted : 
we  Ihall,  therefore,  take  this  op- 
portunity of  introducing  fome  of 
'  them,  before  we  proceed  to  (hew 
the  improbability  of  a  (econd  uni- 
verfal flood. 

I.  Previous  to  an  eruption  of 
Vefuvius,  the  fea  retiies  from  ita 
adjacent  (hores,  and  leaves  its  bot- 
(Qm  dryj  till  the  mouotaiq  is  burft 


open,   when  the  water  returns  to 
its  former  boundary. 

2.  Before  volcanos  burll'  opca 
the  bottom  of  the  fea,  the  water 
rifes  in  thofc  places,  confiderably 
above  its  former  level,  runs  in 
mountainous  waves  cowards  the 
Uk  elevated  parts,  and  deluges 
diflant  ihores. 

3.  The  earth  is  frequently  burft 
open  many  miles  in  length,  and 
difcharges  fuch  vad  quantities  of 
water  as  to  deluge  the  adjacent 
countries,  of  which  we  have  had 
feveral  inflances,  both  in  £urope 
and  South  America.  In  the  year 
163 1,  feveral  towns  were  deflroyed 
by  an  eruption  of  boiling  water 
from  Vefuvius;  and  in  the  year 
1755,  *"  inamenfe  torrent  of  boil- 
ing water  flowed  from  ^tna,  « 
n)ile  and  a  quarter  broad,  down  to 
its  bafe.  See  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton's 
Obfervations  on  Vefuvius  and  ^t* 
na,  p.  82. 

4.  Eruptions  are  generally  ac- 
companied with  thunder  and  light- 
ning, and  fuccecded  by  inceflanc 
rains. 

5.  On  the  ill  of  November 
1755,  tbe  memorable  xra  of  the  ' 
earthquake  at  Li/bon,  not  only 
the  fea,  but  lakes  and  ponds  were 
violently  agitated  all  over  Europe* 
See  Philof.  Tranf.  vol.  79. 

Moil  of  thefe  phenomena  teflifjr 
the  immenfe  force  of  fleam  gene- 
rated by  melted  matter  and  water, 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth ;  for,  ia 
the  firll  inflance.  Mount  Vefuvius 
^d  its  a  jacent  fliores  being  more 
cTevated  by  the  fleams,  than  the 
bottom  of  the  diflant  fea;  the 
water  retreats  from  the^flipres  to- 
wards the  lefs  elevated  parts,  and 
leaves  its  bottom  dry.  When  the 
fleams  find  vent^  by  the  crnptioni^ 
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t6e  moontain  fubiides  to  its  former 
level,  2ind  the  water  returns  to  the 
ftore. 

The  fecond  inftance  fhews,  that 
tlie  bottom  of  the  fea  is  more  ele- 
vated than  the  land  ;  therefore  the 
water  retires,  in  mountainous 
waves,  towards  the  Icfs  elevated 
]iarts»  and  overflows  the  coaft. 

The  third  is  not  only  a  corro- 
borating indance,  to  (hew  the  ex- 
panfive  force  of  fleam  ;  but  liLe- 
wife  coincides  with  the  Mofaic  dc- 
icription  of  the  delage,  "  the  foun- 
•*  tains  of  the  great  deep  nuere  oroken 
••  upr 

The  fourth  feems  to  have  fome 
analogy  to  that  dreadful  event. 

The  fifth  phenomena  feems  to 
arife  from  the  fame  caufe.  When 
Hktjlrata  incumbent  on  the  melted 
natter  are  elevated  by  the  force  of 
Heam ;  the  impending  roof  is  ap- 
parently feparated  from  the  li^id 
snafs ;  and  this  feparation  may  be 
laterally  extended  to  the  diilance 
of  many  miles  from  the  original 
Iburce  of  the  fleam,  according  to 
its  quantity,  and  degree  of  its  ex- 
panfive  force. 

Now  if  thefe  conjectures  are 
true>  the  confequences  thence  arif- 
ing  are  manifed.  The  J} rata  iro- 
siediately  over  the  fleam  firll  ge- 
nerated being  more  elevated  than 
thofe  in  the  a^  of  feparation,  the 
horizontal  poiition  of  the  earth's 
lurface  muli  confequently  be  alter- 
ed, fo  as  to  produce  an  undulation 
of  the  water  in  lakes,  ponds,  &c. 
as  in  vefTels  fuddenly  elevated  m 
one  fide  more  than  on  the  other ; 
and  thus  continue  in  motfon,  alrer- 
aately  overflowing  the  oppofite 
backs,  until  the  momentum  acquir- 
ed by  the  &rft  impulfe  is  graduafly 
overcome. 


That  fleam  is  the  principal  agent 
whence  thefe  phenomena  arife,  i 
prefume  will  be  readily  granted 
by  thofe  who  have  carefully  at- 
tended to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Michell'a 
obfervations  on  the  cauie  of  earth- 
quakes. Now,  as  one  of  the  pro- 
perties of  (learn  is  condcnfation  by  a 
fmall  degree  of  cold,  tiie  fame  de- 
gree of  expanfive  force  can  only 
exid  during  the  fame  degree  of 
heat :  therefore  the  incumbent 
weight,  cannot  become  elevated  to 
any  greater  diflancc  than  fubter- 
raneous  fire  is  continued.  This 
being. granted,  it  feems  to  follow, 
that  as  the  waters  were  thu9  agitat- 
ed on  the  ift  of  November  1755, 
through  an  extent  of  country  noc 
lefs  than  30CX)  miles,  there  muft 
have  been  one  continued  uninter- 
rupted m^fs  of  melted  matter  of 
the  fame  extent  at  lead.  And  this 
idea  feems  to  be  corroborated  by 
thofe  vafl  explofions  which  '  wero 
heard  in  fome  of  the  Derby  (hire 
mines,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning  fo  fatal  to  Lifbon. 

The  above  examples  ferve  to  il- 
luftrate  the  powerful  and  extenflve 
effeds  of  (learn,  produced  by  melt-» 
ed  matter  and  water:  truths  well 
known  to  founders,  particularly  to 
thofe  converfant  in  cafltng  gold, 
filver,  copper,  brafs,  and  iron. 
'*  About  fixty  years  ago,  a  me- 
'*  lancholy  accident  happened 
'*  from  the  cading  of  braG?  cannon, 
••  at  Windmill-Hill,  Moorficlds, 
••  where  many  fpedarors  were  af- 
^'  fembled  to  fee  the  metal  run 
*'  into  the  moulds.  The  beat  of 
*'  the  metal  of  the  fir(l  gun  drove 
**  fo  mu(^  damp  into  the  mould  of 
'<  the  fecond,  which  was  near  ie, 
"  that  as  foon  as  the  metal  was  lee 
*'  into  it,  it  blew  up  with  fli# 
••  grcatet 
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'*  grcatcft  violence,  tearing  up  the 
'*  ground  feme  feet  deep,  breaking 
«  down  the  furnace,  untiling  the 
"  houfe,  killing  many  people  on 
**  the  fpot  with  the  ftreams  of 
«'  melted  metal,"  &c.  See  Cra- 
mer's Art  of  Aflaying  Metals. 
£ngli(h  tranflation,  p.  323. 

The  inflammable  vapour  or 
damp>  in  mines,  occahons  vio- 
lent explofions  ;  but  they  arc  only 
momentary,  as  the  firing  of  gun- 
powder.  On  the  contrary  thofe 
from  vokanos  frequently  continue 
many  months,  with  great  violence, 
which  plainly  fhews  that  thofc 
flreams  muft  be  continually  gene- 
rating from  the  above  caufcs. 

P.  S.  As  the  diliention  of  the 
Jlrata^  obierved  in  the  former  part 
of  this  chapter,  may  appear  highly 
improbable  to  feme  readers,  1  take 
this  opportunity  of  reciting  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Michell's  obferva- 
tions  on  the  elafticity  and  com- 
prefTibility  of  (lone,  &c.  mention- 
ed in  his  excellent  Treatife  on 
Earthquakes,  note,  p.  34,  as  fol- 
lows; **  The  compreifibility  and 
««  elafticity  of  the  earth  are  qua- 
'*  Hties  which  do  not  (hew  them- 
'«  felves  in  any  great  degree  in 
•*  common  inftances,  and  therc- 
**  fore  are  not  commonly  attended 
"  to.  On  this  account  it  is  ^at 
••  few  people  are  aware  of  the 
**  great  extent  of  them,  or  the 
**  effcd^s  that  may  arife  from 
"  them,  where  exceeding  large 
*•  quantities  of  matter  arc  con- 
'•  cerned,  and  where  the  com- 
••  preflive  force  is  immcnfely  great. 
*'  The  comprefiibility  and  elafti- 
•'  city  of  the  earth  may  be  col- 
**  levied,  in  fome  roeai'ure,  from 
•«  the  vibration  pf  the  walls  of 
**  houfei,  occafioned  by  the  paf- 
«'  ^ng  of  carriages  in  the  ilrcets 


**  next  to  them.  AnoAer  ia- 
"  ftance,  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
«'  may  be  taken  from  the  vibra- 
<'  tion  of  ileeples,  occafioned  bjr 
'*  the  ringing  of  bells,  or  by  gaftr 
"  of  wind:  not  only  fpires  are  mo^ 
'*  vcd  very  confiderably  by  this 
'•  means,  but  even  ftrong  towers 
•'  ivill  fomeiipes  be  made  to  vi- 
''  brate  feveral  inches,  without 
*'  any  disjointing  of  the  mortar* 
**  or  rubbing  the  ftones  againft  ode 
"  another.  Now,  it  is  manifeft* 
**  that  this  could  not  happen* 
<'  without  a  confidcrable  degree 
"  of  compreffibility  ancf  elafticity 
*'  in  the  materials  of  which  they 
**  are  compofed.'* 

Now,  if  fo  ihort  a  length  of 
ftone  as  that  of  a  (leeple,  vifiblf 
bends,  by  fo  fmall  a  degree  of 
force  as  the  ringing  of  bells,  or  % 
blaft  of  wind  ;  may  we  not  con^ 
elude,  that  the  firata^  in  the  pri- 
mitive ftate  of  the  earth,  might 
become  confiderably  diftendcd,  bf 
an  unlimited  force,  and  therefore 
occasion  an  aniverfal  deluge,  ac- 
cording to  the  preceding  concla- 
fion.  Since  it  appears,  that  if  % 
globe  80  inches  diameter  only* 
fufFered  a  degree  of  expanfioa  e- 
qual  to  the  thicknefs  of  a  human 
hair  ;  the  fame  degree  of  heat,  by 
analogy,  would  have  raifed  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean  one-fourth 
of  a  mile;  which  is  above  four 
times  higher  than  the  primitive 
iflands  were  fuppofed  to  have  been 
elevated  above  the  furface  of  the 
fea. 

An  Account  of  an  Infant  MufUian^ 
by  Dr.  Burney,  F.  R.  S. 

[From  ih«  Philofophical  Tranfa6lions.] 

TH  AT  reafon  begins  to  dawo* 
and  refledion  to  operate,  in 
3  ibme 
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ibaie  children  much  fooner  than  in 
othcsSf  mufl  be  known  to  every 
one  who  has  had  an  opportunicy 
^  comparing  the  faculties  of  one 
^ild  with  thofe  of  another.  It 
hzs,  however,  feldoa  been  found, 
Ihac  the  feafct,  by  which  intelli- 
gence is  communicated  to  the 
Blind,  advance  with  even  pace  to- 
wards pcrfedion.  The  eye  and 
the  ear^  for  inftance,  which  feem 
to  afiord  reafon  its  principal  fap- 
pliety  nature  at  different '  periods, 
m  proportion  to  exerciie  and  ex- 
perience ;  and  not  only  arrive  at 
different  degrees  of  perfedion  du- 
fing  the  ilages  of  infancy,  but 
have  different  limits  at  every  pe- 
riod of  human  life.  An  eye  or  ear 
that  only  ferves  the  common  pur- 
pofes  of  exillence  is  intitled  to  no 
praife ;  and  it  is  only  by  extraor- 
dinary proofs  of  quiclcneis  and 
^fcrimination  in  the  ufe  of  thefe 
lenfes,  that  an  early  tendency  to 
the  art  of  painting  or  mudc  is 
difcovered. 

Many  children,  indeed^  feem  to 
lecognize  different  forms,  peribns, 
founds,  and  tones  of  voice,  in  very 
early  infancy,  who  never  after- 
wards endeavour  to  imitate  forms 
hy  delineation,  or  founds  by  vocal 
inflexions. 

At  drawing  or  deHgn  may  be 
called  a  refinement  of  the  fenle  of 
£ght,  and  pradical  mufic  of  that 
of  hearing  ;  and  as  a  perfedion  in 
thefe  arts  at  tvcry  period  of  life, 
from  the  difficulty  of  its  attain- 
ment, and  the  delight  it  affords 
to  the  admirers  and  judges  of 
'both,  is  treated  with  rcfpcdt,  a 
premature  difpofition  to  either  o- 
foally  excites  the  fame  kind  of 
wonder  as  a  phenomena  or  pro- 


But  as  perfons  cooi'ummate  in 
thefe  arts,  and  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  ufual  diincuUies  v^bich 
impede  the  rapid  progrels  of  com- 
mon (luwents,  can  only  judge  of 
the  miraculous  parts  of  a  cmld's 
knowledge  or  performance,  it  will 
be  necelfary,  before  I  fpeakoftbe 
talents  peculiar  to  the  child  who 
is  the  iubjed  of  the  prefent  in- 
quiry, to  diilingiii{h,  as  far  as  ex- 
perience and  obfer  a  lion  (hall  en- 
able me,  between  a  common  and 
iupernaiural  difpofiiion,  during  in- 
fancy, towards  the  art  of  mudc. 

In  general  a  child  is  not  thought 
capable  of  pro£ting  from    the    in- 
lUuflions  ol  a  mu£c-niafter  till  five 
or  (ix  years  old,  though  many  have 
difcovered  ao  ear  capable  of  being 
pleafed  with  mafical  tone^,  and  a 
voice    that    cculd    imitate    them, 
much  (boner.      The   lullaby   of  a 
nurfe  during  the  firft  months  cf  a 
child's  eui^cnce  has  been  found  to 
fubdue    peeviihnefs,   and,  perhaps, 
divert  attention  from  pain  ;  and  in 
the  fecond  year  it   has  oken  hap- 
pened, that   a  child  has  not  only 
been  more  diverted  wiih  one  tune 
or  feries   of  founds  than    another, 
but  has  had  fufHcient  power  over 
the  organs  of  voice  to  imitate  the 
inflexions  by  which  it  is  formed ; 
and  thefe  early   proofs  of  what  is 
comnoonly    called    nmfical    genius 
would  doubtlcfs  be   more  frequent- 
ly difcovered  if  experiments   were 
mavie,  or    the    mothers   or    nuries 
were     mu£cally     curious.       How- 
ever, fpontaneous  efforts  at  form* 
ing  a  tune,  or  producing  harmony 
upon  an  indrument  fo  early,  have 
never  come  10  my  knowledge. 

The  arts  being  governed  by  laws 

built  on  fuch  productions    and   ef- 

feds  as  the  moft  poliQied  part  of 

niankiAd 


NATURAL    HISTORY. 


77 


mankind  have  long  agreed  to  call 
excellent,  can  make  but  fmall  ap- 
proaches towards  perfedion  in  a 
ftate  of  nature,  however  favour- 
able may  be  the  difpofition  of 
thofe  who  are  fuppofed  to  b?  gifted 
wich  an  uncommon  tendency  to- 
wards their  cultivation.  Nature 
never  built  a  palace,  painted  a 
pidlure,  or  made  a  tune :  thefc  are 
all  works  of  art.  And  with  refpeifl 
to  architedlure  and  muHc,  there 
are  no  models  in  nature  which  can 
encourage  imitation:  and  though 
thtie  is  a  wild  kind  of  mufic  among 
favages,  where  pafTion  vents  itfeif 
in  lengthened  tones  difFerent  from 
thofe  of  fpeech,  yet  thefe  rude  ef- 
fufions  can  afFord  no  pleafure  to  a 
cultivated  ear,  nor  would  be  ho- 
noured in  Europe  with  any  better 
title  than  the  howlings  of  animals 
of  an  inferior  order  to  mankind. 

AH  therefore  that  is  really  ad- 
mirable in  early  attempts  at  mu- 
fic  is  the  power  of  imitation  ;  for 
elegant  melody  and  good  harmony 
can  only  be  fuch  as  far  as  they 
correfpond  with  or  furpafs  their 
models :  and  as  melody  confids  in 
the  happy  arrangement  of  fingle 
founds,  and  harmony  in  the  arti- 
£cial  combination  and  fimultane- 
ous  ufe  of  them^  an  untaught  mu- 
iician  becomes  the  inventor  of 
both  ;  and  thofe  who  are  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  the  infancy  of  fuch 
melody  and  harmony  as  conditute 
modern  mufic,  can  alone  form  an 
idea  of  the  rude  llate  of  both  when 
an  individual  difcovers  them  by 
the  flow  procefs  of  experiment. 

Every  art  when  firft  difcovered 
feems  to  refemble  a  rough  and 
ihapclefs  mafs  of  marble  jult  hewn 
out  of  a  quarry,  which  requires 
the  united  and  fuccedive  endea- 
vours of  many  labourers  to  form 


and  po1i(h.  The  zeal  and  adlivitf 
of  a  flngle  workman  can  do  but 
little  towards  its  completion  ;  and 
in  mufic  the  undire^cd  efforts  of 
an  infant,  oHilt  be  flill  more  cir- 
cumfcribed:  for,  without  the  aid 
of  reafon  and  perfevcrance  he  can 
only  depend  on  memory  and  a  pre- 
mature delicacy  and  acutenefs  of 
ear  for  his  guides ;  and  in  the£b 
particulars  the  child  of  whom  I 
am  going  to  fpeak  is  truly  wonder- 
ful. 

William  Crotch  was  born  ac 
Norwich,  July  5,  1775,  His  f*. 
ther,  by  trade  a  carpenter,  having 
a  pdOion  for  mufic,  of  which  how- 
ever he  had  no  knowledge,  under- 
took 10  build  an  organ,  on  whicli^ 
as  foon  as  it  would  fpeak,  he  learn- 
ed  to  play  two  or  three  commoa 
tunes,  fuch  as  Goii /wve  great  Georgt 
our  king  ;  Let  ambition  fire  thy  mind^ 
and  Thi  Eajlcr  Hymn  ;  with  'which» 
and  fuch  chords  as  were  pleafing 
to  his  ear,  he  ufcd  to  try  the  per- 
fection of  his  inftrument. 

I  have  been  favoured  with  feve- 
ral  particulars  concerning  his  fon*f 
firft  attention  to  mufic  from  Robert 
Partridge,  Efquire,  a  gentlemen  of 
rank  in  the  corporation  of  Nor- 
wich, who,  at  my  requcft,  has 
been  fo  obliging  as  to  afcertain 
many  -curious  fad: ,  the  truth  cf 
which,  had  ihey  reAed  merely  o.i 
the  authority  of  the  child's  father 
or  mother,  might  have  been  fof- 
pedled ;  and  tranfaflions  out  of 
the  common  courfe  of  nature  can- 
not be  too  fcrupulouily  or  minute- 
ly proved. 

My  correfpondent,  of  whofe  in- 
telligence and  vcracitv  I  have  the 
higheil  opinion,  tells  me,  that  [ 
may  reft  allured  of  the  authenti- 
city of  fuch'  circum (lances  as  be 
relates    from   the    information    of 
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the  child's  father,  who  is  an  in- 
genious mechanic,  of  good  repu- 
tation«  whom  he  knows  very  well» 
and  frequently  employs,  as  thefe 
circumilances  are  confirmed  by  the 
teflimony  of  many  who  were  wit- 
neifes  of  the  child's  early  per- 
formance ;  and  he  adds,  chat  he 
has  himfelf  feen  and  heard  moil 
of  the  very  extraordinary  efforts 
of  his  genius. 

About  Chriflmas  1776,  when 
the  child  was  only  a  year  and  a 
half  old,  he  difcovered  a  great  in- 
clination for  mufic,  by  leaving 
even  his  food  to  attend  to  it  when 
the  organ  was  playing  :  and  about 
Midfummer  1777,  he  would  touch 
the  key-note  of  his  particular  fa- 
vourite tunes,  in  order  to  per- 
'  faade  his  father  to  play  them. 
Soon  after  this,  as  he  was  unable 
to  name  thefe  tunes,  he  would 
play  the  two  or  three  fir  ft  notes  of 
them  when  he  thought  the  key- 
note  did  not  fufficiently  explain 
which  he  wilhed  to  have  played. 

fiat,  according  to  his  mother, 
it  feems  to  have  been  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  having  heard  the 
Superior  performance  of  Mrs.  Lul- 
man,  a  mufical  lady,  who  came 
to  try  his  father's  organ,  and  who 
not  only  played  on  it,  but  fung  to 
her  own  accompanyment,  that  he 
firft  attempted  to  play  a  tune  him- 
felf: for,  the  fame  evening,  afier 
]ier  departure,  the  child  cried, 
and  was  fo  peevifh  that  his  mother 
was  wholly  uqable  to  appeafe  him. 
At  length,  palling  through  the 
dining  -  room.  He  fcreamed  and 
firuggled  violently  to  go  to  the 
organ,  in  which,  when  he  was  in- 
dulged, he  eagerly  beat  down  the 
keys  with  his  HtUe  fills,  as  other 
children  ufually  do  after  finding 
thoffifelves  able  to  produce  a  noife. 


which  pleafcs  them  more  than  the 
artificial  performance  of  real  me- 
lody or  harmony  by  others. 

The  next  day,  however,  being 
left,  while  his  mother  went  oat, 
in  the  dining-room  with  his  bro- 
ther, a  youth  of  about  fourteen 
years  old,  he  would  not  let  him 
reft  till  he  blew  the  bellows  of  the 
organ,  while  he  fat  on  his  knee 
and  beat  down  the  keys,  at  firft 
promifcooufly ;  but  prefently,  with 
one  hand,  he  played  enough  of 
God  fave  great  George  our  King 
to  awaken  the  curiofity  of  his  fa- 
ther, who  being  in  a  garret,  which 
was  his  work.&op,  h^ftened  down 
ftairs  CO  inform  himfelf  who  was 
playing  this  tune  on  the  organ. 
When  he  found  it  was  the  child, 
he  could  hardly  believe  what  he 
heard  and  faw.  At  this  time  he 
was  exadlly  two  years  and  three 
weeks  old,  as  appears  by  a  copy 
I  have  obtained  of  the  regifter  in 
the  parifti  of  St.  George's  Colgate, 
Norwich,  fxgned  by  the  reverend 
Mr.  Tapps,  Minifter.  Nor  can 
the  age  of  this  child  be  fuppofed 
to  exceed  this  account  by  thofe 
who  have  feen  him,  as  he  has  not 
only  all  the  appearance,  but  the 
manners,  of  an  infant,'and  can  do 
more  be  prevailed  on  to  play  by 
perfuafion  than  a  bird  to  fing. 

It  is  eafy  to  account  for  GmI 
fave  great  George  our  King  beiog 
the  tirft  tune  he  attempted  to 
play,  as  it  was  not  only  that 
which  his  father  often  performed, 
but  had  been  moft  frequently  ad- 
mi  niftcred  to  him  as  a  narcotic  by 
his  mother,  during  the  firft  year 
of  his  life.  It  had  Itkewife  been 
more  magnificently  played  than  he 
was  acculionied  to  hear  by  Mn. 
Lulman,  the  afternoon  be^re  be 
became  a  pra^ical  maficiao  hia« 
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fclf;  and,  previous  to  this  event, 
he  ufed  to  teize  his  father  to  play 
this  tune  on  his  organ,  and  was 
very  clamorous  when  he  did  not 
carry  his  point. 

When  his  mother  retorned,  the 
father,  with  a  look  which  at  once 
implied  joy,  wonder,  and  my  fiery, 
dedred  her  to  go  up  ftairs  with 
him,  as  he  had  fomething  curioos 
to  (hew  her.  She  obeyed,  ima- 
gining that  fome  acquaintance  or 
friend  was  arrived,  or  that  fome 
intereding  event  had  happened 
during  her  abfence ;  but  was  as 
much  fur  prized  as  the  father  on 
hearing  the  child  play  the  iiril  part 
of  God  fame  great  George  our  King, 
The  next  day  he  made  himfelf 
mailer  of  the  treble  of  the  fecond 
part;  and  the  day  after  he  at- 
tempted the  bafe,  which  he  per- 
formed nenrly  correA  in  every  par- 
ticular, except  the  note  imme- 
diately before  the  clofe,  which, 
being  an  o6tave  below  the  pre* 
ceding  found,  was  out  of  the 
reach  of  his  little  band. 

In  the  beginning  of  November 
1777,  he  played  both  the  treble 
and  bafe  of  Let  ambition  fire  thy 
mind,  an  old  tune  which  is,  per- 
haps, DOW  better  known  by  the 
words  to  which  it  is  fung  in  Love 
in  a  Village,  Hofe,  thou  nur/e  of 
young  defire. 

Upon  the  parents  relating  this 
extraordinary  circum dance  to  fome 
of  their  neighbours,  they  laughed 
at  it ;  and,  regarding  it  as  the 
cffe^  of  partial  fondnefs  for  their 
child,  advifed  them  by  no  meaps 
to  mention  it,  as  fuch  a  marvel- 
lous account  would  only  expofe 
them  to  ridicule.  However,  a  few 
days  after,  Mr.  Crotch  being  ill, 
and  unable  to  go  out  to  work,  Mr. 
Paul,   a   mafter- weaver   by  whom 


he  was  employed,  paffing  acct- 
dentally  by  the  door,  and  hearing 
the  organ,  fancied  he  had  been 
deceived,  and  that  Crotch  had 
flayed  at  home  in  order  to  divert 
himfelf  on  his  favourite  inftm^ 
ment;  fully  prepofleiTed  with  thi« 
idea,  he  entered  the  hoafe,  and» 
fuddenly  opening  the  dining  room 
door,  faw  the  child  playing  on  the 
organ  while  his  brother  was  blow- 
ing the  bellows.  Mr.  Paul  thought 
the  performance  fo  extraordinary, 
that  he  immediately  brought  two 
or  three  of  the  neighbours  to  hear 
it,  who  propagating  the  news,  a 
croud  of  near  a  hundred  people 
came  the  next  day  to  hear  the 
young  performer,  and,  on  the  ibl« 
lowing  days,  a  llill  greater  number 
flocked  to  the  houfe  from  all 
quarters  of  the  city ;  till,  at  length* 
the  child's  parents  were  forced  to 
limit  his  exhibition  to  certain  days 
and  hours,  in  order  to  lefTen  hit 
fatigue,  and  exempt  themfelvct 
from  the  inconvenience  of  conftanc 
attendance  on  the  carious  multi- 
tude. 

This  account  agrees  in  noft  par- 
ticulars with  a  letter  I  received 
from  Norwich,  ,and  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extradl. 

•*  There  is  now  in  this  city  a 
"  mnfical  prodigy,  which  en- 
"  gag^s  the  converfation  and  ex* 
**  cites  the  wonder  of  e^ery  body. 
*'  A  boy,  fon  to  a  carpenter,  of 
•'  only  two  years  and  three  qoar- 
<'  ters  old,  from  hearing  his  fa- 
*'  ther  play  upon  an  organ  whidi 
*'  he  is  making,  has  difcovered 
*'  fuch  muiical  powers  as  are 
"  fcarcely  credible.  He  plays  a 
'*  variety  of  tunes,  and  has  from 
"  memory  repeated  fragments  of 
"  feveral  voluntaries  which  be 
'*  heard  Mr,  Garland,  the   orga« 
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"nift,  pity  at  the  cathedral.  He 
*'  has  likewife  accompanied  a  per- 
*'  Ton  who  played  upon  the  flote^ 
<<  not  only  with  a  treble,  but  has 
**  formed  a  bafe  of  his  own, 
««  which  to  common  hearers  fecm- 
**  ed  harmonious*  Jf  any  pcrfon 
**  plays  faife,  it  throws  him  into 
«<  a  paflioo  diredlly  ;  and  though 
**  his  little  fingers  can  only  reach 
**  a  ilxth,  he  often  attempt?  to 
•*  play  chords.  He  does  not  feem 
«'  a  remarkable  clever  child  in  any 
«*  other  refpeft  ;  but  his  whole  foul 
*«  is  abfcxbcd  in  mufic*.  Numbers 
«<  croud  daily  to  hear  him,  and 
'«  the  mufical  people  are  all  aroaze- 

«  mcntt-" 

The  child  being  but  two  years 
.and  eight  months  old  when  this 
letter  was  written,  his  performance 
jnud  have  appeared  confiderably 
jDore  wonderful  than  at  prefent  : 
for  as  he  feems  to  have  received 
fcarce  any  inilrudions,  and  to 
have  purroed  uo  regular  courfe  of 
fludy  or  pradice  (ince  that  timr, 
it  can  hardly  be  imagined  that  he 
is  much  improved.  However,  ex- 
perience mull  have  informed  him 
what  feries  or  combination  of 
founds  was  mod  ofi^eniive  to  his 
ear ;    but  fuch   is  hi&  impetuoiity 


that  he  never  dwells  long  on  aof 
note  or  chord,  and  indeed  his  per- 
formance mud  originally  have  beeo 
as  much  uncer  the  guidance  of 
the  eye  L^  ihe  ear,  for  when  his 
hand  unfortunately  falls  upon 
wrong  notes,  the  ear  cannot  judge 
till  it  is  too  late  to  corred  the 
miflake.  However,  habit,  and  ^ 
perhaps  the  delicacy  and  acutenefs 
of  another  fenfe,  that  of  feeling, 
now  direft  him  to  the  keys  which 
he  preil'es  down,  as  he  hardly  ever 
looks  at  them. 

The  firft  voluntary  he  heard 
with  attention  was  performed  at 
his  father's  houfe  by  Mr.  Mully» 
a  mufic-mafler  ;  and  as  foon  as  he 
was  gone,  the  child  Teeming  to 
play  on  the  organ  in  a  wild  and 
diiferenC  manner  from  what  his 
mother  was  accudomed  to  hear, 
(he  aiked  him  what  he  was  do- 
ing ?  And  t^e  replied,  **  1  am 
''  playing  the  gentleman's  fine 
"  thing."  But  Che  was  anable  to 
judge  of  the  refemblance:  how- 
ever, when  Mr.  Mully  returned  a 
few  days  after,  and  was  afked, 
whether  the  child  had  remembered 
any  of  the  pafTages  in  his  voluo* 
tary,  he  anfwered  in  the  affirma* 
tive.     This   happened   about   the 


.  •  This  opinion  feems  to  have  been  too  haftily  formed ;  for,  independent  of 
his  mufical  talent,  he  appears  to  me  poffefled  of  a  general  intelligence  beyond 
his  age  t  and  he  has  dilcovered  a  genius  and  inclination  for  drawing,  nearly  at 
ftrong  as  for  miific  j  for  whenever  he  is  not  at  an  inftrumenr,  he  ufually  em- 
ploys himfelf  in  iketching,  with  his  left-hand,  houlf?,  churches,  fhips,  or 
animals,  in  his  rude  and  wild  manner,  with  chalk  on  the  floor,  or  upcn  what* 
ever  other  plain  I'urface  he  'is  allowed  to  Icrawl.  Painters  may,  perhaps,  form 
fome  judgment  of  his  mufic  by  his  drawings. 

f  His  father,  who  has  lately  been  in  London,  and  with  whom  I  have  con- 
verfed  (Ince  this  account  was  drawn  up,  all  the  particulars  of  which  he  has  con- 
firmed, told  me,  that  when  he  firft  carried  the  child  to  the  cathedral  he  ufed  to 
cry  the  indant  he  heard  the  loud  (>rgan,  which,  being  fo  much  more  powerful 
than  that  to  which  he  had  been  Accudomed  at  home,  he  was  fomc  time  before 
"he  could  bear  without  difcovcring  pain,  occafioned,  perhaps,  by  the  extremt 
^delicacy  of  his  ear,  aiid  irritability  of  hi«  nerves. 
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tniddfe  of  November  1777,  when 
he  was  only  two  years  aod  foar 
mopths  old,  and  for  a  confidera- 
ble  time  after  he  would  play  no- 
thing eife  but  thefe  paJTages.  ^ 

A  muHcal  gentleman  of  Nor- 
wich informed  Mr.  Partridge,  that, 
at  this  time,  fuch  was  the  rapid 
progrefs  he  had  made  in  judging 
of  the  agreement  of  founds^  that 
he  played  the  Eafter-Hymn  with 
foil  harmony ;  and  in  the  lail 
two  or  three  bars  of  Hallilujah, 
where  the  fame  found  is  fuftainrd, 
he  played  chords  with  both  hands, 
bv  which  the  parts  were  raalti- 
pljed  to  ^x,  which  he  had  great 
difficulty  in  reaching  on  account 
of  the  fliortnefs  of  his  fingers. 
The  fame  gentleman  obferved, 
that  in  making  a  bafe  to  tunes 
which  he  had  recently  caught  by 
his  ear,  whenever  the  harmony 
difpleafed  him,  he  would  continue 
the  treble  note  till  he  had  formed 
a  better  accompaniment. 

From  this  period  his  memory 
was  very  accurate  in  retaining  any 
tune  that  pleafed  him  :  and  being 
prefcnt  at  a  concert  where  a  band 
of  gentlemen-performers  played 
the  overture  in  Rodelinda,  he  >yas 
fo  delighted  with  the  minuet,  that 
the  xiciti  morning  he  hammed  part 
of  it  in  bed  ;  and  by  noon,  with- 
out any  farther  affiftance,  played 
the  whole  on  the  organ. 

His  chief  delight  at  prefent  is 
in  playing  voluntaries,  which  cer- 
tainly woald  not  be  called  mufic 
]f  ^rformed  by  one  of  riper 
years,  being  deficient  in  harmony 
and  meafure ;  but  they  manifeft 
foch  a  dilcernment  and  feleAion 
of  notes  as  is  truly  wonderful, 
and  which,  if  fpontaneoas,  would 
f^srprtze  at  anv  age.  Bat  though 
be  executes  fragments  of  com- 
'     Vol.  XXII. 


men  tunes  in  very  good  time,  yet 
no  adherence  to.  any  particular 
meafure  is  difcaverable  in  his  vo- 
luntaries ;  nor  have  leverobferved 
in  any  of  them  that  he  tried  to 
plajT  in  triple  time.  If  he  difco- 
vers  a  partiality  for  any  particu- 
lar meafure,  it  is  for  dadlyls  of 
one  long  and  two  (hort  notes,  which, 
conftitute  that  fpecies  of  common 
time  in  which  many  ilreet-tunes 
are  compofed,  particularly  the  firfl 
part  of  the  Belleifle  March,  which, 
parhaps,  may  fird  have  fuggefted 
this  meafure  to  him,  and  im- 
preHed  it  in  his  memory.  And 
his  ear,  thoagh  exquifitely  formed 
for  difcriminating  founds,  is  as 
yet  only  captivated  by  vulgar  and 
common  melody,  and  is  fatisfied 
with  very  impetfedt  harmony.  I 
examined  his  countenance  whea 
he  fird  heard  the  voice  of  Signor 
Pacchierotti,  the  principal  finger 
of  the  Opera,  bat  did  not  find 
that  he  feemed  fcnfible  of  the  fu- 
perior  tafle  and  refinement  of 
that  exquifite  performer ;  however, 
he  called  out  very  foon  after  the 
air  was  begun,  *<  He  is  finging 
•'  in  P.'*  * 

And  this  is  x)ne  of  the  a(lo- 
nifhing  properties  of  his  ear,  that 
he  can  diftinguifli  at  a  great  dif* 
tance  from  any  inftrument,  and 
out  of  fight  of  the  keys,  any  note 
that  is  flrock,  whether  a,  b,  c,  &c. 
In  this  I  have  repeatedly  tried 
him,  and  never  found  him  mif- 
taken  even  in  th'e  half  notes;  a  cir- 
cumffance  the  more  extraordinary, 
as  many  pradicioners  and  good 
performers  are  an  able  to  diiUn- 
guiih  by  the  ear  at  the  Opera  or 
eifewhere  in  what  key  any  air  or 
piece  of  mufic  is  executed. 

But  this  child  was  able  to  find 
any  note  that  was   firack   in    hit 
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hearing,  when  oat  of  fight  of  the 
keys,  at  two  years  and  a  half 
old,  even  before  he  knew  the  let- 
ters of  the  alphabet:  a  circam- 
(lance  fo  extraordinary,  th^t  I 
was  very  curious  to  know  when, 
and  in  what  manner,  this  faculty 
£r(l  difcovered  itfelf ;  and  bis  fa- 
ther fays,  that  in  the  middle  of 
January  1778,  while  he  was  play- 
ing the  organ,  a  particular  note 
hung,  or,  to  fpeak  the  language 
of  organ  builders,  ciphered,  by 
which  the  tone  was  continued 
without  the  preflure  of.  the  fin* 
ger:  and  though  neither  himfelf 
nor  his  elder  fon  could  find  out 
what  note  it  was,  the  child,  who 
was  then  amufing  himfelf  with 
drawing  on  the  floor,  left  that 
employment,  and  going  to  the  or- 
gan, immediately  laid  his  hand 
on  the  note  that  ciphered  *.  Mr. 
Crotch  thinking  this  the  cfFeft  of 
chance,  the  next  day  purpofely 
caufed  feveral  notes  to  cipher,  one 
after  the  other,  all  which  he  in- 
flantly  discovered  :  and  at  lad  he 
weakened  the  fprings  of  two  keys 
at  once,  which,  by  preventing  the 
valves  of  the  wind-cheft  from 
clofing,  cccaHoned  a  double  cipher, 
both  of  which  he  dire&Iy  found 
out.  Any  child,  indeed,  that  is 
not  an  idiots  who  knows  black 
from  white,  long  from  fhort,  and 
can  pronounce  the  letters  of  the 
alphabet  by  which  mufical  notes 
are  called,  may  be  taught  the 
iiiimes  of  the  keys  of  the  harpfi^ 


chord  in  five  minutes  f  ;  bot,  ha 
general,  five  years  would  not  be 
fufficient,  at  any  age,  to  itnpnfu 
the  mind  of  a  mufical  ftadent  with 
an  infallible  reminifcence  of  th« 
tones  produced  by  thefe  keys,  when 
not  allowed  to  look  at  them. 

Another  wonderful  part  of  his 
pre-maturity  was  the  being  able 
at  two  years  and  four  months  old 
to  tranfpofe  into  the  moft  extra- 
neous and  difficult  keys  whatever 
he  played;  and  now,  in  bis  ex- 
temporaneous flights,  he  modo* 
lates  into  all  keys  with  tqwt]  ft« 
cility. 

The  laft  qualification  which  I 
fhall  point  out  as  extraordinary  in 
this  infant  mufician,  is  the  being 
able  to  play  an  extemporary  bafe 
to  eafy  melodies  when  performed 
by  another  perfon  upon  the  fame 
inQrument.  But  thefe  bafes  muft 
not  be  imagined  correct,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  counter-point, 
any  more  than  his  volunuries. 
He  generally  gives,  indeed,  the 
key-note  to  pafTages  formed  from  ifi 
common  chord  and  its  inverfions, 
and  is  quick  at  difcovering  whed 
the  fifth  of  the  key  will  ferve  as  a 
bafe.  At  other  times  he  makes 
the  third  of  the  key  {crye  as  an 
accompaniment  to  melodies  formed 
from  the  harmony  of  the  chord  to 
the  kf'y-note ;  and  if  fimple  paf- 
fages  are  played  (low,  in  a  regu- 
lar progrefTion  afcending  or  de* 
fcending,  he  foon  finds  out  that 
thirds  or  tenths,  below  the  treble. 


•  This  circumftance  proves  that  he  exercifcd  his  eye  in  drawing,  aftpr  hit> 
manner,  before  he  was  two  years  and  a  half  old. 

f  By  remarking  that  the  fhort  keys,  which  ferve  for  flats  and  (harps,  ar» 
divided  into  parcels  of  t^iree's  and  two^s,  and  that  the  long  key  between  'evcrf 
two  (hort  keys  is  always  called  D,  it  is  extremely  eafy  from  that  nott  to  difcovcr 
the  fituation  and  names  of  the  red,  according  to  the  order  of  the  firft  (even  ktlcn 
•f  the  alphabet. 
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Will  fcrvc  his  purpofc  in  fornifh- 
ing  an  agreeable  accompanimenr. 
However,  in  this  kind  of  ex- 
temporary bafc,  if  the  fame  paf- 
fages  are  not  frequently  repeated , 
the  chingcs  of  modulation  muft 
be  few  and  flow,  or  corredn<?fa 
cannot  be  cvp^ftcd  even  from  a 
profeflbr.  The  child  is  always  as 
ready  at  finding  a  treble  to  a  bafe 
as  a  bafe  to  a  treble,  if  played  in 
(low  notes,  even  in  chromatic  paf- 


fages ;  that  is,  if,  after  the  chord 
of  c  natural  is  flruck^  c  |>e  made 
(harp,  he  foon  finds  bat  that  a 
makes  a  good  bafe  to  it ;  and  on 
the  contrary,  if,  afier  the  chord 
of  D  wi:h  a  (harp  third,  v  is  made 
natural,  and  a  is  changed  into  b» 
tie  inftantly  gives  c  for  the  bafe. 
Indeed  he  continued  to  accom- 
pany me  with  great  readinefs  ia 
the  following  chromatic  modala- 
tion,  afccnding  and  defcending  ; 


I  made  more  experiments  of  this 
kind,  but  to  relate  them  would 
render  my  acco'int  too  technicnl  to 
all  but  compoffrs,  or  fuch  as  have 
lonjy  ftudied  harmony. 

When  he  declares  himfelf  tired 
of  playing  on  an  inftrument,  and 
h;5  mufical  faculties  feem  wholly 
blunted,  he  can  be  provoked  to 
attention,  even  thrush  engaged 
in  any  new  nmufement,  by  a 
wrong  note  bc»ng  ftruck  ia  the 
melody  of  any  well-known  tunc; 
and  if  he  lUnds  by  the  inftrum^nt 
when  fuch  a  note  is  defignedly 
firuck,  he  will  inftantly  put  down 
the  right,  in  whatever  key  the  air 
is  playing. 

At  prefent,  all  his  own  melo- 
difs  are  imitations  of  common  and 
eafy  paflages,  and  he  feems  infen- 
fible  to  others  ;  however,  the  only 
method  by  which  fuch  an  infant 
can  as  yet  be  taught  any  thing 
better  feems  by  example.  If  he 
were  to  hear  only  good  melody  and 
harmony,  he  would  doubtlefs  try 
to  produce fomethiog  fimilar ;  bat. 


at  prefent,  he  pli-.ys  nothing  coN 
reclly,  and  his  voluntaries  are  lit- 
tle Icfs  wil  1  than  ihe  native  notes 
of  a  lark  cr  a  black-birJ.  Nor 
does  he,  as  yet,  fe^n  a  fubjefl  for 
inftrutlion  :  for  till  his  reafon  is 
fufficiently  matured  to  comprehend 
and  retain  the  precepts  of  a  mafter, 
and  fomething  like  a  ul(h  for  in- 
formation appears,  by  a  ready  and 
willing  obedience  to  his  irjunt- 
tions,  the  trammels  of  rul<*  would 
but  dift^uft,  and,  if  forced  upon 
him,  dedroy  the  miraculou'<  parts 
of  his  fclf-taugUi  pprformnnce, 

Mr.  Baillet  publifhcd  in  the  lafl 
century  a  book,  Sur  Us  Enfans  er^ 
If  ires  far  Iturs  etudes ;  and  yet, 
notwithflanding  the  title  cf  his 
work,  he  fpeaks  not  of  infants  but 
adolefcent*,  for  the  younged  won- 
der he  celebrates  in  literature  is 
at  leail  fevcn  years  old  ;  an  age 
at  which  feveral  ftudents  in  mufic 
under  my  own  eye  have  been  able 
to  perform  difficult  compofitions 
on  the  harpfichord,  with  great 
neatoefs  and  precifion.     However, 

G  2  this 
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(his  has  never  been  accompliihed 
without  inllruflions  and  bborioas 
pra^lice,  not  always  voluntary. 

Mulical  prodigies  of  this  kind 
are  not  infrequent:  there  have 
been  feveral  in  my  own  memory 
on  the  hrtfpfichord.  About  thirty 
years  ago  I  heard  P.lfchao,  a 
German  boy  of  nine  or  lejn  years 
old,  t'^en  in  London,  perform  with 
great  accuracy  many  of  thje  moft 
di^cult  cdTnpofitions  that  have 
ever  been  v\ritten  for  keyed  in- 
ftrumcnts,  panicularly  fopie  leflbns 
and  doable  fugues  by  S^b^ilian 
Bach,  the  father  of  the  prefent 
eminent  profedors  of  that  name, 
which,  at  that  time,  there  were 
very  few  mailers  in  Europe  able 
to  execute,  as  thry  contained  diffi- 
culties of  a  particular  kind  ;  fuch 
as  rapid  divifions  for  each  hand  in 
a  faries  of  thirds,  and  in  fixthj, 
afcending  and  defcending,  befides 
thofe  of  full  harmony  and  con- 
trivance in  nearly  at  many  parts 
as  fingers,  fuch  as  abound  in  the 
,  le/Tons  and  organ  fugues  of  Handel. 

Mifs  Frederics,  now  Mr*. 
Wynne,  a  little  after  this  time, 
was  remarkable  for  executing,  at 
fix  years  old,  a  great  number  of 
leflbns  by  Scarlatti,  Paradies,  and 
.  others,  with  the  utmoll  preciiion. 

But  the  two  fonsof  the  Reve- 
rend Mr  Well  ley  feem  lo  have 
difcovcred,  during  early  infancy, 
very  uncommon  faculties  for  the 
practice  of  mufic.  Charltrs,  the 
-  elded,  at  two  years  and  three 
quarters  ajjd,  furprizcd  his  father 
by  pl<^>ying  a  tune  on  the  hirpH- 
chord  readily,  and  in  jull  time : 
foon  after  he  played  feveral,  what- 


ever his  mother  fun?,  or  %vhatevef 
he  heard  in  ihe  ftreet. 

Sami^el,  the  youngefl,  thoogh 
he  was  three  yep.r8  old  before  he 
aimed  at  a  tune,  yet  by  conftantly 
httaring  his  brother  pradlife,  and 
being  accultomed  to  good  mu^c 
and  mafterly  execution,  before 
he  was  fix  years  old  arrived  at  fuck 
knowledge  in  mufic,  that  his  ex- 
temporary performance  on  keyed 
inllruments,  like  Mozart's,  was 
fo  mafterly  in  point  of  invention, 
modulation,  and  accuracy  of  exe- 
cution, as  to  furpafs,  in  many 
particulars,  the  attainments  of  moil 
profeflbrs  at  any  period  of  their 
lives. 

Indeed  Mozart,  when  little  more 
than  four  years  old,  is  faid  to  have 
been  "  not  only  capable  of  exe- 
*'  cuting  leflbns  on  his  favourite 
<*  indrument,  the  harpflcbordy  but 
«'  to  have  compofed  fomc  in  an 
•'  eafy  rtyle  and  taftc,  which  were 
**  much  approved*:'*  and  Sa- 
muel Wcilley  before  he  could 
write  was  a  compofer,  and  meo- 
Tally  fet  the  airs  of  feveral  Orito- 
rros,  which  he  retained  in  ^emory 
till  he  was  eight  years  old,  and 
then  wrote  them  down. 

Here  the  difference  of  educa- 
tion appears  :  little  Crotch^  left 
to  nature,  has  not  only  been  with- 
out inftru^ions  but  good  models 
of  imitation;  while  Moxart  and 
S'.roucl  We^Uey,  on  the  contrary, 
may  be  faid  to  have  been  nurfed 
in  good  mufic:  for  at  the  latter 
had  his  brother's  excellent  per- 
formance to  flimulate  attencioo, 
and  feed  his  ear  with  harmony; 
the  Germah  infant,  living  in  tlie- 


*■  See  Phil.  Tranf.  vol,  LX.  for  the  year  1770;  an  account  of  averyre- 
markable  young  mufician,  by  the  honourable  Daines  Barrington,  F.  R,  $.  who 
foon  intends  to  favour  the  public  with  an  account  of  the  two  Weftleys. 

boofe 
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houTe  of  hh  father,  an  eminent 
f;r  felTor,  and  an  elder  filler,  a 
ii«  -c  p' »yfr  on  the  harpfichord, 
2nd  conlKintly  praflifing  cooipo- 
fiti'^ns  or  the  fiill  clafs  for  that 
intlrntnent,  hid  every  advantage 
of  ficuation  and  culture  joined  to 
the  proiafion  of  natural  endow- 
ments. 

0.'  Mnzart's  infant  attempts 
at  nuific  1  <vas  unable  to  difcover 
the  traces  from  the  converfaiion 
of  hi?»  father;  who,  though  an 
intelii^^ent  man,  whofe  education 
and  Iinowledoc  of  the  world  did 
not  fcem  con  fin  jd  to  mufic,  con- 
fef^a  hiirfeU*  unablt;  to  dci'cribe 
the  progrcflivc  improvements  of 
his  fon  during  the  firft  liases  of 
infancy.  However,  at  eight  years 
of  age  I  was  frequently  convinced 
of  his  great  knowledge  in  com- 
"pofition  by  his  wriiings;  and  that 
his  invention,  taile,  modulation, 
and  execution  in  ext  mporary 
p]  ying',  were  fuch  as  few  pro- 
frilors  are  poflefTed  of  at  forty  years 
of  age. 

Into  whit  the  prefent  prodigy 
may  mature  is  not  cafy  to  pre- 
di<Jl ;  we  more  frequently  hear  of 
trees  in  blc;fl()m  during  the  winter 
months,  than-  of  fruits  in  confe- 
quence  of  (uch  unfeafonable  apT. 
pcarances.  However,  to  keep  pace 
wi'h  tite  expedations  to  which 
fuch  prematu»'e  talents  give  birth 
is  h.irdly  allowed  to  humanity. 
It  is  the  willi  of  Tome,  that  the 
uncommon  facolties  with  which 
this  child  is  endowed  might  be 
fuftered  to  expand  by  their  own 
cfiorts,  nciih'::r  reftrained  by  rules, 
nor  guided  by  examples;  that,  at 
length,  the  world  might  be  fur- 
jniihed  with  a  fpecies  of  natural 
xnufic,  fuperior  to  all  the  furpriz- 
sng   produdioDs  of  art  to   which 


pedantry,  affectation,  or  a  power- 
ful hand,  have  given  birth.  But, 
alas!  fuch  a'wifli  mull  have  beea 
formed  without  refledlion ;  for, 
inufic  having  its  ciaffics  as  well 
as  poeirv  and  other  arts,  what 
could  he  compofe  or  play  npon 
different  principles  that  would  not 
offend  the  ears  of  thofc  who  have 
regarded  thofe. dailies  as  legifla. 
tors,  and  whofe  fouls  have  beea 
wrapped  in  elyfium  by  their  flrains? 
He  might  as  well,  if  Ascladed 
from  all  intercourfe  with  men,  be 
expefted  to  invent  a  better  lan- 
guage than  the  prefent  Englifh, 
ihc  work  of  millions,  during  many 
centuries,  as  a  new  mufjc  more 
graieful  to  the  ears  of  a  civilized 
people  than  th  it  with  which  all 
Europe  is  now  delighted. 

An  individual  may  doubtlefs  ad- 
vance nearer  perfeftion  in  eyery 
art  by  the  afGitance  of  thoufands, 
than  by  the  mere  efforts  of  his 
own  labour  and  genius. 

Another  wilh  has  been  formed, 
that  the  cffefts  of  different  genera 
and  divifions  of  the  mufical  fcale 
might  be  tried  upon  this  little  mu- 
fician  ;  but  the  fuCccfs  of  fuch  aa 
experiment  is  not  difficult  to  di- 
vine. An  uncultiva'ed  ear  would 
as  naturally  like  the  mod  plain 
and  common  roufic,  as  a  young 
ir.ind  would  beft  comprehend  the 
moil  fimple  and  evident  propofi* 
lions  :  and,  as  yet,  the  attention 
of  Crotch  cannot  be  excited  by 
any  mufical  refinements  or  elabo- 
rate contrivance. 

It  has  Hkewife  been  imagined 
by  fome,  that  every  child  might  be 
taught  mufic  in  the  cradle,  if  the 
experiment  were  made;  but  to 
thefe  it  may  with  truth  be  faid, 
that  fuch  an  experiment  is  diaiij 
made  on  every    child,    by  every 
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mother  and  nurfe,  that  is  able  to 
form  a  tune,  on  every  part  of  the 
globe.  In  Italy  the  ninne  nonne,  or 
JoUabieSy  are  fragments  of  elegant; 
melodies,  become  common  and 
popular  by  frequent  hearing  ;  and 
thefe,  though  ilicy  help  to  fcTm 
the  national  talle»  are  not  found  to 
llimulace  the  attention  of  Italian 
children  to  melody,  or  to  accelc- 
Tate  the  difplay  of  muiical  tal(*nts 
at  a  more  early  period  than  clfe- 
whcrc. 

Premature  powers  in  mufic  have 
as  often  furprized  by  fuddcnly  be- 
coming flationary  as  by  advancing 
rapidly  to  the  fummit  of  excel- 
lence. Sometimes,  perhaps,  na- 
ture is  cxhaufted  or  enfeebled  by 
thefe  early  efforts ;  but  when  that 
18  not  the  cafe,  the  energy  and  vi- 
gour of  her  operations  are  feldom 
properly  feconded,  being  either 
impeded  and  checked  by  early  felf- 
complacence,  or  an  injudicious 
coorfe  of  ftudy  ;  and  fometimes, 
perhaps,  genius  is  kept  from  ex- 
panfion  by  ill-chofen  models,  ex^ 
clufive  admiration,  want  of  coun- 
fe],  or  accefs  to  the  mofl  excellent 
compoiitions  and  performers  in  the 
clafs  for  which  nature  has  fitted 
thofe  on  whom  it  is  beftoweJ. 


P«  the  Grouuth  of  Cedurs  in  Eng- 
land ;  in  a  Letter  to  Sir  John 
Cullum. 

AMONG  the  {lighter  devafla. 
tions  uccafioned  by  the  lad 
new-year's  hurricane,  1  cannot,  as 
to  admirer  of  natural  produ^ions, 
but  lament  with  particular  regret 
thedeHruClion  ofpcrhr.ps  the  fincil 
Cedar  ia  England.      This  fuperb 


tree,  una,  nemus,  flood  clofe  on  the 
north  fide  of  Hendon  Place,  the 
elegant  refidence  of  M».  A:fl  ibie, 
eight  miles  from  London.  From 
the  gardener's  information,  and 
my  own  ad<iica{urements,  fome  of 
i^s  dimenfions  bad  been  rhefe.  The 
height  70  ffft;  the  diameicr  of 
the  horizontal  extent  of  the  bran- 
ches, upon  an  average,  100  ;  ihe 
circumference  of  the  trunk,  7  feet 
above  the  ground,  i6  ;  12  feci  a- 
bwve  the  ground,  ?o.  At  this  lat- 
ter height  it  b?gan  to  branch  ; 
and  its  limbs,  about  10  in  num. 
bcr,  were  from  6  to  12  feet  in  cir- 
cumference. Its  roots  had  not 
fpread  wide  nor  deep;  an  J  the 
foil  that  had  fuiced  it  fo  well,  ]«  a 
lirong  clay,  upon  r..ther  an  eleva- 
ted fituaiion.  Tradition  afcribtrs 
the  planting  of  this  tree  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  hcrfclf;  yet  the  vigour 
of  it^  trunk,  and  the  full  verdure 
of  its  branches  (beiides  a  reafon 
which  I  (hall  prcfcntly  iJduce), 
make  me  doubt  whether  we  arc 
to  allow  it  fo  great  an  age.  Hew- 
ever  that  be,  its  ^ppe'aiance  (hews 
that  it  had  not  arrived  at  maturity, 
and  might  have  flood,  perhaps 
have  thriven,  for  centuries  to  come. 
The  gardener  made  50 1.  of  the 
cones  the  year 'before  laft,  but  laH 
year  only  12  I. 

The  great  fiz?,  and  apparent 
increafing  vigour  cf  this  tree,  ex- 
cited my  curiofity  to  inquire  into 
the  age  and  (ize  of  fome  of  its 
brethren ;  and  10  colledl  what 
particulars  I  could  towards  the 
Englifh  hiilory  of  this  ncbleft  cf 
cur  exoiicf. 

The  Rev.'  Mr.  Lightfoct  of  Ux- 
bridge,  upon  whofe  accuracy,  at 
well  as  friendOiip,  I  can  depend, 
has  fcnt  me  the  fallowing  diroea- 
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fioni  of  one  at  Hillingdon,  in  his 
neighbourhood.  The  perpendicu- 
Jar  height  is  ^3  feet;  the  diame- 
ter  of  the  horizontal  extent  of  the 
branches  from  eall  to  weft,  96; 
from  north  to  fouth,  89  ;  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  trunk  clofe  to 
the  ground,  15  f;  3^  feel  above 
the  ground,  13I;  7  feet  above 
the  ground,  I2|;  12  feet  above 
the  ground,  14  feet  8  inches; 
13^1  juft  under  the  branches,  15 
feec  8  inches.  It  hat  two  princU 
pal  branches,  one  of  which  is  biAd 
*l|  foot  above  its  origin:  before 
it  divides,  it  meafures  in  circum- 
ference 12  feet;  after  its  divifion, 
one  of  its  forks  meafures  8|,  the 
other  7  feet  10  inches.  The  other 
primary  branch  at  its  origin  mea- 
fures 10  feet ;  and,  foon  dividing, 
throws  out  two  fecondary  ones, 
each  5^.  The  proprietor  of  this 
tree  fays  he  can,  whb  much  cer- 
tainty, determine  its  age  to  be  116 
years. 

The  largeil  of  thofc  at  Chelfca, 
meafured  Tail  month,  is  io  height 
85  feet;  the  horizontal  extent  6f 
its  branches  is  about  80  ;  the  cir- 
cumference of  its  trunk  clofe  to 
the  ground,  18  {- ;  at  2  feet  above 
the  ground,  15;  at  10  feet,  16; 
at  about  1  yard  higher  it  begins  to 
branchy  Thefe  trees,  Mr.  Miller 
fays,  were,  as  he  was  Credibly  in- 
formed, planted  in  1683*  about  3 
feet  high.  The  foil  it  a  lean  hungry 
fand  mixed  with  gravel,  and  about 
two  feet  furface. 

In  the  garden  of  the  old  palace 
at  Enfield  is  a  cedar  of  Libanos, 
of  the  following  dimenfions,  taken 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Liley,  an  ingeni- 
ous fchool-mafter  there,  at  the  de- 
^re  of  my  friend  Mn  Qoagb,  who 


was  fa  obliging  as  to  communicate 
them  to  me : 

Feet.  Inches. 
Height            45         9 
Girt  at  top        3         y 
Second  girt        7         9 
Third  girt        10 
Fourth  girt      14        6 

Large  arm  that  branches  cue 
near  the  top,  ^  feet  9  inches  ;  fe« 
veral  boughs,  in  girt  3  feet  5  in* 
ches ;  and  the  boughs  extend  from 
the  body  from  2 1  to  45  feet.  The 
contents  of  the  body,  exclufive  of 
the  boughs,  is  about  103  cubical 
feet.  This  tree  is  known  to  have 
been  planted  by  Dr.  CJvedale,  who 
kept  a  flouriihing  fchool  in  this 
houfe  at  the  time  of  the  great 
plague  1665,  and  was  a  great  flo- 
rid. Eight  feet  of  the  top  were 
broken  off  by  the  high  wind  of 
1703.  Tradition  fays,  this  tree 
was  brought  hither  immediately 
from  Mount  Libanas  in  a  port* 
manteau"  The  firft  lime-treee 
planted  in  England  found  their 
way  over  in  the  fame  convey- 
ance •. 

Several  other  cedars  of  confider-* 
able  fize  are  fcattercd  about  ia 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

,  I  find  not,  with  exa^nefs,  when, 
or  by  whom,  the  cedar  was  firil  in- 
troduced into  England.  Turner, 
one  of  our  earlieft  herbarifts,  where 
he  treats  "  of  the  pyne  tre,  and 
'*  other  of  that  kynde,"  fays  no- 
thing of  it.  Gerard,  publifhed 
by  Johnfon  in  i636»  mentions  it 
not  as  growing  bere ;  and  Par* 
kinfon,  in  hit  Theatrum  Bo* 
tanicum  i640»  fpeaking  of  the 
Cedrat  magna  conifers  Libaais 
fays,    "^  The  braacheti  /h$4  f»f^ 
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*«  all  grow  upright,  but  c^herf, 
«*  flrait  out."  Evelyn,  whofc 
difcoorfe  on  forcft  trees  was  deli- 
Tcredinlhc Royal  Society  in  1662, 
obferving  that  cedars  throve  in 
cold  climates,  add.«,  Why  then 
••  (hould  they  not  thrive  in  Old 
*»  England  t  I  know  not,  fa  c  lor 
*'  want  of  indudry  and  /ria/.** 

Hithertd,  I  think,  it  is  pretty 
plain  the  cedar  was  unkniywn  a- 
mong  us:  and  it  appears  probable, 
that  we  are  indebted  10  the  JalU 
mentioned  gentleman  for  its  intro- 
du6lion  into  England  ;  for  he  in- 
forms us  in  the  fame  par.igraph 
.from  which  I  made  the  above  quo- 
tation, that  he  had  received  cones 
and  feeds  from  the  few  trees  re- 
maining on  the  mountains  of  Li- 
banus. 

Something  better  than  twenty 
years  afterwards  W'  find,  among 
Mr.  Ray's  philoibphical  letters, 
the  follrwinii  curious  cne  addreiTcd 
to  him  from  Sir  Hans  Sloane : 

'•  London^  March  7,  1684-5. 
**  I  was  th»'  other  day  at  Chcl- 
**  fea,  ^nd  find  that  the  artifices 
««  ufed  by  Mr.  Watts  have  been 
«<  very  effectual  for  the  preferva- 
«'  tion  of  his  plants;  infcmuch 
**  that  this  {tyt\^  enough  winter 
**  has  fcarcely  killed  any  of  his 
••  fine  p'ant!.  One  thing  I  won- 
«'  der  much,  to  fee  the  Cedrus 
**  montii  Lihfini^  the  inhabitant  of 
«*  a  v^T^  different  climate,  (hould 
^*  thrive  fo  well,  as  without  pot  or 
«'  green-houfe,  to  be  able  to  pro- 
««  pagate  itfelf  by  layers  this 
**  fpring.  Seeds  fown  laflautomD, 
*«  have  as  yet  thriven  well,  and 
«'  are  like  to  hold  out:  the  main 
•*  artifice  I  ufed  to  them  has  been, 
*•  to  keep  them  from  the  winds, 
«'  which  feem  to  give  a  great  ad« 


"  ditional  force  to  cold  to  defiroy 
**   the  tender  plants." 

This  is  the  iit^  notice  that  has 
occurred  to  me  of  the  cultivation 
of  the  cedar  among  us.  Perhaps 
the  tree  that  propagated  itfelf  by 
layers  in  1684,  mid  r  be  fr«'m  the 
feed  r<»ceived  ty  Mr.  K\clyn  ;  and 
the  repu.ed  agr-  of  that  at  f^illing- 
don  agrees,  uith  the  time  of  that 
importation  ;  fuppofing  that  im- 
portation was  made  about  the  time 
of  the  delivery  of  the  difcourfe  on 
foreft-irees :  nor  probably,  not- 
withlljndin^  tradition,  is  that  at 
Hendon  to  be  lefrrred  to  a  higher 
dale.  Why  Sir  H*ins  fhould  won- 
der at  the  cedar  thriving  fo  well 
in  the  open  air  at  Cht-llea,  1  know 
not ;  for,  though  it  be  found  in 
the  warmer  climates,  it  is  known 
to  be  a  native  of  the  fnowy  moun- 
tains of  Libanus,  and  confequently 
not  likely  to  oe  denroy<*d  by  the 
inclemency  of  an  Englifti  winter. 
But,  1  believe,  we  generally  treat 
exotics,  upon  their  fird  arrival 
among  us,  with  more  tendernefs 
than  they  require.  Perhaps  the 
fear  of  lofing  them  may  be  one 
reafon;  perhaps,  too,  they  may  be 
-gradually  habituated  to  endure  a 
degree  of  cold,  which  at  firft  would 
have  proved  fatal  to  them.  Upon 
the  firft  introdudion  of  the  tea- 
tree,  it  was  either  kept  in  our 
green. houfcs,  or,  if  planted  in  the 
open  ground,  matted,  orotherwife 
(bettered  in  the  winter:  we  now 
find  fuch  c«re  unneceflary.  I  have 
had  one  at  a  degree  N.  of  London, 
thrive  and  bloflbm  for  fome  years* 
in  tlie  open  air,  without  the  (light- 
ed. protc6lion^  in  the  hs^xt,^  win- 
ter. 

That  this  little  memoir  may  not 
appear  to  terminate  in  mere  cori- 
olity,  1  think  it  warrai^ts  me  in 
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recommcniing  the- cultivation  of 
the  cedar  for  common  ufc;  as  it  is 
well  known  to  be  a  vcry^  valuable 
material  in  the  hand  of  the  joiner 
and  cabinet- "maker.  Mr.  Miller 
obferved  their  quick  growth  at 
Chelfea,  in  a  poor  gravely  foil  : 
thofe  at  Hendon,  Hiilingdon,  and 
Enfield,  fliew  that  they  thrive  as 
well  in  a  very  different  one,  Thofe 
planted  by  the  old  duke  of  Ar- 
gyie  at  Whitton  have  made  the 
happleil  progrefs-;  and  I  am  aiTur- 
ed  t!)ar  a  room  has  been  wainfcot- 
ed  with  their  timber. 

If  thcfe  flight  notes  ihould  in- 
duce any  better  informed  perfon 
to  thr  w  mnrc  light  on  this  fub- 
jedt,  it  woul  '  affjrd  entertainment 
10  iniiny,  as  well  as  to, 

Horn^.vich  Hou/e,      Yours,  &c, 

Feb.  16,  1770.      T  o 

'    ' '^     John  Cullum. 


Jn  Account  0/  the  Vallais,  and  of 
the  Goitres  and  Idiots  of  that 
Country.  From  Coxc's  Letters 
from  Svviir-rland.  ^ 

I  A  M  now  writing  to  you  from 
the  liule  village  of  Tricnt  in 
the  Valinij,  00  my  way  to  the  gla- 
ciers of  Savoy.  From  the  moun- 
tain of  the  Furca,  its  eaftcrn  boun- 
diry,  two  vaft  ranges  of  Alps  en- 
clofe  the  Vallais :  the  fouthern 
chain  feparates  it  from  the  Mi- 
lanefe,  Pie-dmont,  and  part  of 
Savoy  ;  the  northern  divides  it 
from  the  canton  of  Berne.  Thefc 
two  chains,  in  their  various  wind- 
ings,  form  feveral  fmali  vallief, 
through  wkich  a  number  of  tor- 
rents ru(h  into  the  Rhone,  as  it 
traverfes  the  whole  country  from 
the  Furca  x^  St.  Maurice.  A  coun. 
try  thus  entirely  endofed  within 


high  Alp^y  and  conHilingof  plains* 
elevated  valleys,  and  lofty  moon- 
tains,  mull  DecfflTirily  exhibit  a 
great  variety  of  fituations, '  cli- 
mates, and  productions.  Accord* 
ingly,  the  Vallais  prefents  to  the 
curious  traveller  a  quick  fucceflion.  ' 
of  profpeds,  as  beautiful  as  they 
are  diverfified.  Numberlefs  vine- 
yards, rich  pafture-grounds  covered 
with  cattle,  corn,  flax,  fruit-tiecr, 
and  wild  foreHs :  and  thefe  occa-- 
fionally  bordered  by  naked  rocks* 
whofe  furomits  are  crowned  with 
cverlafting  <pow,  and  inaccefliblc 
glaciers.  This  ilrong  and  llriking 
contrail  between  the  paftoral  and 
the  foblime  ;  the  cbltivated  and 
the  wild  ;  cannot  but  affeA  the 
mind  of  an  obfeiver  with  the  moft 
pleafing  emotions. 

As  to  the  produflions  of  the 
Vallais  ;  they  muft  evidently  vary 
in  different  parts,  according  to  the 
great  diverfiiy  of  climates,  by 
which  this  country  is  fo  peculiarly 
diilinguidied.  It  fupplies  more 
than  fufiicient  v^ine  and  corn  for 
the  interior  confumption  ;  and  in- 
deed a  confiderable  quantity  of 
both  are  yearly  exported  ;  the  foil* 
in  the  midland  ami  lower  parts  be- 
.  ing  exceedingly  rich  and  fertile. 
In  the  plain,  where  the  heat  is  col- 
levied  and  conEned  between  the 
mountainf,  the  ha*veft  is  fo  very 
forward,  that  it  has  already  for 
fome  time  been  carried  in  :  where- 
as, in  the  more  elevated  parts^ 
barley  is  the  only  grain  that  can 
be  cultivated  with  any  fuccefs; 
and  the  crop  is  feldom  cat  before 
November.  About  Sion,  the  fig, 
the  melon,  and  all  the  other  fruits 
of  Italy,  ripen  to  perfedlion  :  in 
confequence'  of  this  fingular  va- 
riety of  climates,  I  tafled  in  the 
lame  day  (what  ii  ofually  to  be 
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had  only  in  gradoal  fbcceffion) 
flrawberrie;,  cherries,  plumt, 
pears,  and  grapes;  each  of  them 
the  natural  growth  of  the  ccnotry. 

With  rtv^6L  to  inanafaAores ; 
there  are  cone  of  any  cocfcqucocc  : 
2nd  indeed  the  general  igncrance 
cf  the  people  is  no  lefs  remark- 
able than  their  indolence ;  fo  that 
they  may  be  confidered,  in  regard 
to  knowledge  and  improvements, 
ms  fome  centuries  behind  the  SwUs, 
who  are  certainly  a  very  enlighten- 
ed nation.  The  peafants  ieldom 
endeavour  to  metiorite  thofe  lands 
where  the  foil  is  originally  bad  ; 
nor  to  make  the  mcfl  of  thofe, 
which  are  uncomQnonly  fertile: 
having  few  wants,,  and  being  fatis- 
fied  with  the  fpontaneoos  gifts  of 
nature,  they  enjoy  her  blcffings 
without  much  confidering  in  what 
manner  to  improve  them. ' 

The  beauties  and  varieties  of 
this  country  you  wiil  find  amply 
«nd  faithfully  delineated  in  that 
elegant  letter  of  the  NcwveiU  Hcloi/e, 
where  St.  Preux  relates  his  excur- 
iions  into  th^  upper  Vallais.  As  to 
the  truth  of  the  dcfcription  he 
gives,  in  the  fame  letter,  of  the 
manners  of  the  people,  I^  can 
hardly  be  fuppofed  to  he  a  com- 
petent judge,  from  the  little  tims 
I  have  paiTcd  among  them.  But, 
as  far  as  I  have  ha^  an  opportu* 
nity  to  obferve  and  inquire,  the 
picture,  although  in  feme  parts 
not  entirely  devoid  of  refemblance, 
is,  upon  the  whole,  confiderably 
heightened. 

Before  I  take  leave  of  the  Val- 
laif,  you  will  probably  expefl, 
that,  according  to  my  promife,  I 
fhould  fend  you  fome  informations 
concerning  the  caufcs  which  are 
iuppofsd  to  occaiioo^  or  to  contri« 


bate  to  render,  goitrous  pcrloM 
and  idiots,  fo  remarknbi/  cocimott 
in  many  parts  of  this  country.  I 
have  indeed  made  aJl  poffible  re- 
fearches  in  order  to  gain  fome  i^- 
tikfadory  intrlii^ence  opoo  fo  ca- 
rious a  fobj<rd ;  bat  1  bare  the 
mortification  to  add,  that  the  ver]r 
f«int  lights  I  have  been  abte  to 
obtain,  have  left  me  almoft  as 
much  in  the  dark  as  I  was  before : 
yon  mod  reft  contented  therefore 
with  mere  conjeAores. 

I  (hall  begin  however  with  un- 
doubted fact.  The  Vailai fans  are 
not  all  equally  fubjcA  to  the  above 
infirmities;  bat  taofe  chiefly  who 
live  in  or  near  the  lowjr  parts  of 
the  Vallais,  as  about  Sider,  Sion, 
Martinac,  &c.  The  people  in  ge- 
neral are  a  robnft  and  hardy  race, 
as  well  thofe  who  dwell  ia  the 
places  laft  mentioned,  as  thofe  who 
inhabit  the  more  moontainoos 
parts  of  this  country. 

It  is  a  common  notion,  th^c 
fnow- water  occafions  goiters:  but 
I  have  fome  reafon  to  think  the 
contrary.  For,  I  have  been  at  fe- 
vcral  places,  where  the  inhabitants 
drink  no  other  water  than,  what 
they  procure  from  thofe  rivers  and 
torrents,  which  defcend  from  the 
glaciers ;  and  yet  are  not  fabje^ 
to  this  malady:  indeed  I  have  been 
afTored,  though  I  will  not  ventnre 
to  anfwer  for  the  truth  of  the  ailer- 
tion,  that  foow-water,  fo  far  from 
being  a  caofe,  is  efteemed  even  a 
preventive.  The  air  of  the  moun- 
tains is  alfo  a  ftrong  prefer vative 
againft  them ;  and  goiters  have 
been  known  to  diminiih  opon  ele* 
vated  fituations ;  whereas,  in  the 
lower  parts  of  the  Vallais,  if 
this  excrefcence  once  begins  to 
ibew  itfclf,  i(  always  conUnoea 
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to  increafs  *.  Some  dillriAs  are 
more  particularly  rrmarkable  for 
this  diforder  than  others  :  thus,  in 
a  Ii:cle  village,  near  Sion,  almoft 
al)  the  inhabitjtntsare  goitrous. 

From  ihefe  tads  it  icems  rcaibn- 
ub>  CO  conclude,  that  goiters  are 
derived  from  certain  local  circum- 
ftances  ;  and  that  feveral  caufes, 
both  phyfical  and  morale  may 
jointly  contribute  to  their  produc- 
tion. Among  the  phyfical  ;  bad 
water,  and  bad  air,  may,  perhaps, 
be  juflly  afJigned,  but  chiefly  the 
former ;  which,  near  the  particu- 
lar diftrifts  above  mentioned,  is 
Aagnant,  and  loaded  with  particjps 
of  tufo.  The  torrents  alfo,  which 
are  formed  by  the  melring  of  the 
foows,  diflblve  this  fubflance,  or 
f^milar  onf*s,  in  their  pafTage:  and 
probably  this  citcumflance  has 
given  rife  to  the  notion,  that  fnow- 
%vater,  fimply  in  itfclf,  occaHons 
thefe  goiters  ;  but  wherever  it  has 
tha:  cffe^,  it  is  (Irongly  impreg- 
nated with  certain  ftony  particles. 
1  was  (hewn  feveral  pools  of  thefe 
ftagnaht  waters,  which  I  (honld 
have  fuppofed  no  human  being  to 
have  been  capable  of  drinking. 
Among  the  moral  caufes,  which 
may  be  fuppofed  to  concur  in  oc- 
calioning  thefe  gutteral  protube- 
rances, ihe  inconceivable  lazinefs 
and  negligence  cf  thefe  people, 
may  be  mentioned.  For,  they 
rarely  take  the  leall  precaution 'tp 
ciurd  againll,  or  to  remedy,  the 
ill  efre6ts  'of  their  unwholefome- 
water :  indolently  acquiefcing  io 
its  confequences,  they  ufe  no  fort 
cf  means  either  to  prevent  or  re- 
move them. 


The  fame  caufes,  which  feem  to 
produce  the  goiters,  probably  ope- 
rate in   the  cafe  of  idiots :    iot^ 
wherever  in  this  country  the  for* 
mer  abound,  the  latter  are  alfo  in 
great   numbers.     Such    indeed    is 
the    nice    and  inexplicable    con« 
ncxion    between   our    bodies   and 
our  minds,  that  the  one  ever  fym- 
pathizes  with  the  other :   we  fee 
that  the  body  fuffers,  whenever  the 
mind   is  deeply   affected  by   any 
'ftrong    impreifion   of   melancholy 
and  diflrefs  ;  and,  in  return,  that 
whenever   the  corporeal   frame  is 
impaired  and    fhattered    by    long 
pain  and  ficknefs,  the  underfland- 
ing  alfo  is  equally  out  of  order. 
Hence  it  is   by   no  means  an  ilj. 
grounded   conjedture,   that  in  the 
cafe   before    us,    the   fame  caufet 
which  affe^  the  body  ihould  ^Ifo 
.affe^    the    mind ;    or,    in    other 
words,  that  the  fame  waters,  &c« 
which     create    obflrudlibns,     and 
goiters,  ihould  alfo  occafioQ  men* 
tal  imbecility  and  difarrangement. 
But,  in  conjundion  with  caufes  of 
a  phyfical  nature,  there  is  a  moral 
one  likewife  to  be  taken  into  the 
acc6ant:    for  the  children  of  the 
common    people  are    totally  neg-. 
ledted  by  their  parents  ;  and,  witli 
no  more  education  than  the  mean- 
eft  brutes,  are,  like  thofe,  fufFered 
to  wallow  in  the  dirt,  and  to  eac 
and  drink  whatever  comes  in  their 
way. 

1  faw  feveral  idiots  with  goiters  ; 
but  I  do  not  mean  to  draw  any 
certain  conclufion  from  that  cir. 
cumftance.  For,  though  in  gene- 
ral they  are  the  children  of  goi- 
trous parents,  and  have  frequently 


♦  This  dirercncc,  however,  may  be  occafioncd   by  the  different  quality  of 
the  water,  as  well  as  by  tlic  fupciior  purity  of  the  air. 

thoie 
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thofe  fwellings  themfelves :  yet 
the  contrary  ofren  happens  :  and 
they  are  fometimcs  the  offspring 
even  of  healthy  parents,  whole 
other  children  arc  all  properly  or- 
ganized. So  that,  ic  Teems,  the 
caufes  above ^  mentioned  operate 
more, or  lefs  upon  fome  conilitu- 
tions  than  upon  others ;'  as  indeed 
11  obfervable  in  all  epidemical  dif- 
orders  whatfoevcr*. 

I  was  informed  at  Sion,  that 
the  number,  both  of  goitrous  per- 
fons,  and  of  idiots,  have  confider- 
ably  decreafed  within  thefe  few 
years ;  and  two  reafons  were  af- 
^goed  :  one  is,  the  laudable  care 
which  the  magidrates  have  taken 
to  dry  up  the  ftagnant  waters  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  and  the  other, 
the  cullom  .which  now  generally 
prevails  of  fending  the  children  to 
the  mountains;  by  which  means 
they  efcaps  the  bad  effedts  of  the 
unwholefome  air  and  water. 

It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  a 
people  accuflomed  to  fee  thefe  ex- 
creicences  daily,  will  not  be  at  all 
(hocked  at  their  deformity  ;  but  I 
do  not  find,  as  fome  writers  affert, 
that  they'confider  them  as  beau- 
ties :  I  cannot  believe  that  a  Val- 
]aifan  poet  would  venture  to  ad- 
drefs  a  copy  of  verfes  tp  his  roif- 
trcfs  in  praife  of  her  goiter.  To 
judge  bv   the   accounts  of  fome 


travellers,  one  might  fuppofe,  that 
£11  thcic  people,  without  excep. 
tion,  were  gified  with  the  abovo 
appendage:  whereas,  in  fa^,-as  I 
have  before  remarked,  the  Vallai- 
fans,  in  general,  are  a  robull, 
hardy  race  of  people  ;  and  all  that 
with  truth  can  be  affirmed,  is, 
that  goitrous  perfons,  and  idiots, 
are  more  abundant  here  than  per- 
haps in  any  other  part  of  the 
globe. 

It  has  been  aflcrted  alfo  b> 
fome,  that  the  prople  very  much 
refpeA  thefe  idiots,  and  even  con- 
fider  them  as  bleffin^s  from  Hea- 
ven ;  an  afTertion  which  is  iis 
flrongly  coniradided  by  others.  I 
made  many  inquiries  in  order  to 
get  at  the  trurh  of  this  matter. 
Upon  my  queftioning  fome  gentle* 
men  of  this  country,  whom  I  met 
at  the  baths  of  Leuk,  they  trea  ed 
the  notion  as  abfurd  and  falfe: 
but  whether  they  fpoke  their  rral 
fentiment5,  or  were  onwiiling  to 
confirm  what  they  thought  might 
lower  their  country^ien  in  the  opi- 
nion of  a  flranger,  will  admit  per- 
haps  of  fome  doubt.  For  I  have, 
fince  that  time, repeatedly  enquir- 
ed among  the  lower  fort,  and  am 
convinced,  that  the  common  people 
rftecm  ihrm  asbleffings.  They  call 
them  <*  Souls  of  God,  without 
**  fin:"  and  there  are  many  pa- 


•  I  was  told  by  a  phyfician  of  the  Vallais,  that  children  are  fometimcs  if^n 
with  goiters ;  and  I  faw  fevcral,  fcarcc  ten  years  old,  who  had  very  large  ones, 
Thefe  fwellings,  when  they  increafe  to  a  confidcrahle  magnitude,  check  rclpi« 
ration,  and  render  thofe  who  have  them  exceedingly  languid  and  indolent. 
During  my  expedition  through  the  Vallais,  I  obferved  fome  of  all  proportioos, 
from  the  (ize  of  a  walnut  to  the  bignefs-of  a  peck  loaf. 

The  fpccies  of  idiots  I  have  mentioned  above,  and  who  are  deemed  by  many 
authors  as' peculiar  to  the  Valluis,  are  called  Cniinj^  Among  thefe  I  aifo  ol^. 
ferved  a  kind  cf  fcnfible  gradation  )  namely,  fron/i  thofe  >Aho,  being  totally 
deaf  and  dumb,  and  Iticapahle  of  helping  themfelves,  give  no  proof  of  their 
exifteuce,  but  the  mere  anisnal  fenfations;  toothers,  who  arc  a  little  more  ani-.. 
mated,  und  poffcfs  fome  faint  dawnings  of  reafon* 
•    .  rents 
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rents  who  prefer  thefe  idiot-chil-  pa/  the  greater  attention  to  thofe 

dren  to  ihofe  whofe  underllandings  unhappy  beingSy  who  are  incapa- 

are   perfed;  becaufe,  as  they  are  ble  of  taking  care  of  themfelires. 

incapable  of  intentional  crimlna-  Thefe  idiots  are  fufFered  to  marry, 

lity,   they  confider  them  as  more  as  well  among  themfelves  as  with 

certain  than  the  others  of  happinefs  others;    and   thus  the   breed    is, 

in  a  future  ftate.     Nor  is  this  opi-  in   fome  meafure,  prevented  from 

nion  entirely  without  fomc  good  becoming  extind  *• 
elfed,  as  it  difpofes  the  parents  to 

•  Since  I  wrote  th;  above  letter,  I  have  met  with  an  account  of  thefe  Cretins 
in  the  **  Recheiches  Philofopliiqiies  fur  les  Americains."  The  ingenious  au- 
thor compares  .them  with  the  Blafanh  of  the  illhmus  of  Daiien  ;  a  fpccies  of 
beings  who  refcmble  the  white  negroes.  He  refers  to  a  memoir  written  ex- 
preisly  upon  thefe  Cretins^  by  the  Count  of  Mogiron,  and  read  to  the  Royal 
Society  of  Lyons  :  I  am  forry  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  this  memoir  j 
becaui'e,  from  tlie  chai'a6ler  given  of  it  by  the  author  of  the  Recbercbcs  PhilofQ- 
phiques,  it  muft  contain  fome  very  curious  remarks.  I  (hall  here  fubjoin  bis 
account  of  the  Cretins,  as  being,  in  many  refpeits,  more  ample  than  mine  j 
premifing,  at  the  fame  time,  that  ft  by  no  means  appears  thefe  Cretins  are  uni- 
verfally  goiters.  ^ 

**  On  ne  fauroit  mieux  comparer  les  Blafards  quant  a  leurs  fstcul^c-s,  a  letir 
*«  degeneration,  et  a  leur  eiat,  qu^aux  Cretins  qu*on  voit  en  aflfez  grand  nombrc 
«  dans  le  Valais,  et  principaleroent  a  ,Sion  capitale  de  ce  pays  :  iis  font  fourds^ 
"  muetfl.  prefque  infenfibles  aux  coups,  et  portent  des  goitres  prodigieux  qui 
<«  leur  dclccndent  jufqu'a  la  ceinture  :  ils  font  ni  furieux  ni  malfaifants,  quoiqu* 
"  abfolumcnt  ineptcs  et  iacapables  de  oenfcr;  ils  n*ont  qu'une  forte  d'bttrait 
<*  alTez  violent  pour  leurs  befoins  phyiiqnes,  et  s^abandonnent  aux  plaiiirs  de 
*«  /ens  de  toutc  el'pece  fans  y  foupgonner  aucune  crime,  aucur.c  indecence.  Les 
"  habitans  dir  Vallais  regaixlent  ccs  Cretins  comme  les  anges  tutelaires  dc» 
**  families,  comme  des  faints;  on  ne  les  contrarie  jamais,  on  les  foigne  avcc 
**  aHiduite,'  on  n'oublie  rien  pour  les  amufer,  et  pour  fatisfaire  leurs  gcutu  et 
«  leurs  appetits ;  les  enfants  n'ofent  les  infultcr,  et  les  vicillards  les  refpe6^cnt. 
«  Ils  ont  la  peau  trcs  livide  et  naiffent  Cretins,  c>ft*iL-dire  aufli  ihipides,  aufll 
"  fimples  qu'il  eft  poflible  de  Tctrc  s  les  ann6es,n*apportent  aucun  changeiiMmt 
*'  a  leur  etat  d'abniuflement :  ils  y  perfiftcnt  jufqu*a  la  mort,  et  on  ne  counoit 
«<  point  de  remedc  capable  de  les  prer  de  cet  aflbupiflement  de  la  raifon,  et  de 
«<  cette  defaillance  du  corps  et  dc  Tefprit.  II  y  en  a  des  deux  fcxes,  et  on  let 
««  honore  egalement,  foit  qu*ils  foient  hommes  ou  femmcs.  Le  refpeft  qu^on 
"  porte  a  ces  perfonncs  atteintes  du  Cretinage,  eft  fond^  liir  leur  innocence  et 
*«  leur  foiblcfll* :  ils  ne  faur©ient  pecber,  parce  qu'ils  ne  diftinguent  le  vice  dc 
<*  la  vertu  ;  ils  nc  fauroient  nuire,  parce  qu'ils  mauquent  de  force,  de  vaillance. 
•*  mi  d*envic ;  et  c'eft  juftement  le  cas  des  Blafards,  dont  la  ftupidltc  eft  auffi 
**  grande  que  celle  des  Cretins.'* 

In  another  part  he  fays,  «<  Mr.  Dc  Maugiron  attribue  les  caufes  du  Creti- 
"  nage  des  Vallalfans  a  la  malpropret£,  a  Teducation,  'aux  cbaieurs  excelDves 
*<  des  vallees,  aux  eaux,  et  aux  goitres  qui  font  communs  a  tous  les  enfans  de 
««■  ce  pays :  inais  il  y  cxifte  probablement  une  autre  caufe  fpecifique,  que  i'on 
<<  fera  plus  ii  portee  de  connoitre  quand  on  fera  parvenu  a  obtenirja  permiflloB 
««  de  difleouer  un  de  ces  Cretins.'*  " 

See  Recberckes  Pbiiofipbiaues  fir  Its  Ammcams^  &c.  Par  Mr.  Di  P— , 
f^atrinne  Partit,    Sedim  A 

dtcwm 
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jic count  of  the  Glaciers  r/*  Savoy, 
and  of  Mont  Blanc.  Frcm  the 
fame, 

UPON  quitting  Tricnr,  we 
went  along  feme  narrow  val- 
lies  through  forefts  of  pines  by  the 
fide  of  the  torrent  of  Trieni ;  and 
foon  afterwards  entered  the  valley 
of  Orfina,  which  led  us  to  the 
fmall  village  of  that  name:  a  lit- 
tle way  from  Trient  we  entered 
the  datchy  of  Faucigny,  which 
belongs  to  the  King  of  Sardinia. 
Our  road  was  very  rugged,  till 
we  arrived  at  the  vale  of  Cha- 
nouny  ;  the  great  mountains  amd 
glaciers  of  Savoy  rifing  msjelli- 
cally  before  us. 

There  are  five  glaciers,  which 
extend  almoil  to  the  plain  of  the 
vale  of  Chimouny,  and  are  fcpa- 
rated  by  wild  forells,  corn-ii'rlds, 
and  rich  meadows  :  {*.-*  that  im^ 
snenfe  tradls  of  ice  are  blended 
with  the  highetl  cultlvatirvn,  and 
perpetually  fucceed  to  c  tch  other 
in  the  moll  fmgular  and.  ftriking 
vicifliiudf.     All  thcfe  fevcral  val- 


lics  of  ice,  which  lie  chiefly  in 
the  hollows  of  the  mountains^  and 
are  fome  leagues  in  length,  unite 
together  at  the  foot  of  Monc 
Blanc  ;  the  highed  mot>n:ain  in 
Europe,  and  probably  of  the  an- 
tient  world. 

According  to  the  calculations 
of  Mr.  De  Luc,  (by  whofc  im- 
proveincnt  of  the  barometer,  ele- 
vations are  taken  wiih  a  degree 
of  accuracy  before  unattainabltr,) 
the  heighth  of  this  mountain  above 
the  level  of  the  fea  is  239 1  ^  French 
toifes.  Mr.  de  Sauiiure,  profrf- 
for  of  natural  philofophy  at  Ge- 
neva, has  made  ufe  of  the  above 
barometer  in  meafuring  the  eleva- 
tion of  feveral  very  confider^ible 
ir.o;intains.  This  great  improve- 
ment of  the  birometer  marks  a 
diftinguiflied  a:ra  in  the  hiftory  of 
natural  philofophy  ;  as,  before  it 
was  redified  by  that  ingenious  na- 
toralift,  Mr.  De  Luc,  its  uncer. 
tainiy  was  fo  great,  that  there  was 
no  relying  upon  the  menfuraticns, 
which  had  been  talic-n  by  that  in- 
llrument  *. 

I  am 


•  It  was  by  this  means  that  ATr.  T)z  Luc  found  the  aliitiule  of  the  glacier  of 
Buet\  and  from  thence  he  took,  geometrically  the  elevation  of  Mont  Blanc  abore 
the  Buct.  The  labours  of  this  cct^'brated  naturalift,  and  his  ni^es  for  com- 
puting heighths  by  the  barometer,  are  lo  be  found  in  his  very  valuable  treafue, 
'**  Sur  Irs  Modifications  de  V Atmofj'btre,^"  Thcfe  rules  are  explained,  and  his 
tables  reduced  to  Englifh  mcnfurc,  by  Dr.  Maficclyue,  R.  A. ;  and  Hill  more 
fully  by  Dr.  Horflcy,  fccretaiy  to  the  Royal  Society :  both  thcfe  treatifes  arc 
^ubli(hed  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions  for  the  year  1774. 

The  accuracy  of  the  barometrical  mcafuremcr.is  made  by  Mr.  De  Luc,  w^s 
verified  by  Sir  George  Schuckborough,  in  a  number  of  ingenious  experiments 
towards  aiccrtaining  the  elevation  of  fome  of  the  mountains  of  Savoy,  a  (hort 
time  before  I  airivei  at  Geneva.  He  followed  Mr.  Dc  Luc's  method  j  took 
the  heighths  of  feveral  mountains,  reciprocally,  hy  barometrical  and  gcomcttical 
obfervations  }  and  he  perceived  that  the  former  coincided 'almoft  exaflly  with  the 
latter. 

Having  found  the  elevation  .of  the  fummit  of  the  Mole^  a  neiglibouring  moun« 
tain,  above  the  furface  of  the  lake  of  Creneva  \  he  took  from  thence  the  geomt- 
trical  altitude  of  Mont  Blanc. 

During  the  courfe  of  tliefe  experimentSy  he  was  enabled  to  correal  fome  trif* 

lixif^ 
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I  am  convinced,  from  the  fiiua- 
tion  of  Mont  Blanc  ^  from  the 
heighths  of  the  moontains  around 
it;  from  its  fopcrior  elevation 
above  them  ;  and  its  being  feen 
at  a  great  diilance  from  all  fides  ; 
that  it  is  higher  than  any  moun. 
tain  in  Swiflerland ;  which,  be- 
yond a  doubt,  is,  next  to  Mont 
Blanc»  the  highcft  ground  in  Eu- 
rope. That  it  is  more  elevated 
than  any  part  of  Afia  and  Africa, 
is  an  affertion  that  can  only  be 
made  good  by  compiring  the  jul 
dicious  calculations  of  modern  tra- 
vellers, with  the  exaggerated  ac- 
counts of  former  ones;  and  by 
(hewing  that'there  is  no  mountain 
in  thofe  two  quarters  of  the  globe, 
the  altitude  whereof,  when  ac- 
curately taken«  amounts  to  2,400 
toifes  •• 

Perhaps  in  no  inflance  has  the 
imagination  of  man  been  mo/e 
creative,  or  more  given  to  ampli- 
fication, than  in  afcertaining  the 
heighths  of  mountains.  I  have 
been  conftderably  am  u fed  to-day < 
with    confidering    this  article   in 
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Gruner's  dcfcription  of  the  Swifs 
glaciers.  In  one  of  the  chapters, 
he  has  given  the  altitude  of  fome 
of  die  rood  remarkable  mountains 
of  the  glob^  agreeably  to  ihe 
Calculations  of  feveral  fjuious  geo- 
graphers and  travellers,  both  an- 
tient  and  modern. 

According  to  Strabo,  the!    Toifqs. 
highell  mountain  of  the  I 
antient    world   was  a-  J    3»4*' 
bout  .         .        -J 

According  to  Riccioli  .  58>2i6 
According  to  Father  Kir- 
cher,  who  took  the 
elevations  of  mountains 
by  the  uncertain  me- 
thod ofmeafuring  their 
(hadow  , 
^tna  is  -  - 

The  Pike  of  Teneriff 
Mount  Athos 
LarifTa  in  Egypt 

But  thefe  feveral  calculations 
are  evidently  fo  extravagant,  that 
their  exaggeration  cannot  buc 
ftrike  the  mod  common  obferver. 
If  we  confult  the  more  f  modeta 

and 


4fCO« 

10,000 
20,000 
21,000 


ling  ^errors  that  had  crept  into  Mr.  De  Luc*s  com;)Uiationt  $  to  improve  ftill 
farther  the  difcoveriet  of  the  latter  $  and  ha»  facilitated  the  means  of  taking  ele- 
vations, by  iiraplifying  the  tablet  and  rules  neccffary  for  tliat  purpofe. 

The  height  of  Mont  Blancf  according  to  Sir  Georj^  Schuckborough,  is  i5,6^» 
feet  perpendicular  above  the  level  of  the  fes  ;  according  to  Mr.  Dc  Luc,  i»39if 
French  toifes  :  which,  reduced  to  our  meifurc,  gives  15,303  feet ;  if  the  propor- 
tion of  the  French  to  the  Englifli  foot  be  nearly  as  15  to  16,  without  confidering 
the  fraftion.    The  ditfcrence  is  only  359  feet. 

[See  Sir  George  Scbu<kborou^b*s  OlferuattOMS  made  in  Savoy, '\ 

•  General  Pfiifer  indeed  computes  the  heighth  of  the  Scbereckkom  (the  moft 
elevated  of  the  Alps  in  the  canton  of  Berne)  as  equal  to  1,400  toiibs  above 
the  level  of  the  fca  :  a  calculation,  however,  which  is  probably  fomewhat  ex- 
aggerated. For  although,  as  I  am  informed,  his  method  of  taking  elevations 
is  in  itfelf  exa^ }  yet  as  he  dees  not  correcl  the  difference  occafioned  by  the 
rcfraftions  of  the  atmofphere  5  he  confequently  afligns  too  greit  an  heighih. 
Ncvcrthetefs,  as  he  accurately  preferves  the  different  proportions,  this  exaggera- 
tion  may  be  eaiily  reduced  to  the  true  ftandarJ.  Probably  the  Scbereckbom 
will  be  found  to   be  the  highcft  mountain  of  tie  old  world,  excepting  Mont 

t  In  order  to  determine  with  abfolute  ceruinty  that  Mont  Blanc  is  the  highe(^ 
point  of  the  old  world,  it  would  bt  neceflary  to  eliiinate,  by  the  fame  mode 

of 
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and  rational  accounts,  it  appesrs  it  will   appear  that   (here  nre  frtv 

that   the   Pike   of   Tcneriffe    and  mountain?,  except   thofe  in  Amc- 

^tna    have    been  frequently  fop-  rica,  (the  elevation  whereof  reaches, 

pofed  to    be    the    higheil    moun-  according  to  Condamine,  to  above 

.  tains  of  the  globe.'    The  former  is  3,000  toifes)    which  arc  equal  in 

^c(liroa:ei  by  feme  natural  philo-  heighth  to  Mont  Bianc, 

fophersy  to  be  3,000  toifes.  above  The  accefs  to  Mont   Blanc  hat 

the    level   of    tne   fea ;     but,    ac-  been  hitherto  found  impraflicable. 

cording  to  Feuiilc^,  this  elevation  About  two  months  a);o  four  inha- 

•  is  reduced  to  2,070  toifes  (and  bitantsof  Chamcuny  ;it:empted  to 
this  meafufement  too  is  probably  breach  it;  and  fet  out  from  that 
/omewhat  beyond  the  truth)  where-  .village  at  ten  in  the  eveninr. 
as  i^cna,  by  the  accurate  compu-  After  above  fourteen    hours    mod 

stations  of  Mr.  De  Siuflurc,  rifcs  violent  fatigue^ employed  in  Riount- 
only  *  1672  toifes  above  the  fea.  iug  rugged  and  dangerous  af- 
So  that  from  thefe  obfcrvations,  fcents,  in  eroding  feverai  vallies 
as  well  as  from  thofe  which  have  of  ice,  and  large  plains  of  fnow, 
been  made  by  other  travellers,  which  was  in  fome  parts  io  loofe, 
whofe  (kill  may  be  depended  upon,  .  that  they  funk  in  it  down   to  the 

•f  mcnfuration,  Mont  Blanc,  the  Schircckhorn, '  the  Pike  of  Tcneriffe,  the 
mountains  of  the  Moon  in  Africa,  the  Taurus,  and  the  Caucafus., 

The  latter  have  long  been  deemed  the'  highed  mountains  of  Alia  ;  and  foir.e 
'  bhilofophers,  upon  conlWerin^  the  great  fuperiority,  which  the  eaftern  rivers 
nave  over  the  European,  both  m  depth  and  breadth,  have  drawn  from  thence  a 
prefumotive  argument,  that  the  Afiatic  mountains  are  much  more  cl.vatcd  than 
thofe  or  Europe.  But  ccnje£lures  are  now  hanifhed  from  neural  philoiophy.: 
and,  till  fome  perfon  of  fufficient  ability  /hall  (hew  from  undoubted  calcuia- 
tions,  that  the  hiehcit  part  of  the  Caucalus  riles  more  than  15,000  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  iea,  Mont  Blanc  may  be  fairly  confidered  as  mojc  elevated. 

N.  B.  Throughout  the  text  I  have  made  ufe  of  the  French  toife,  confifting  of 
fix  French  feet. 

•  About  10,660  Engllfli  feet.    According   to  Sir  George   Schuckborough, 

*  ^0,954 :  who  fays,  "  I  nave  ventured  to  compute  the  heighth  of  this  celebrated 
•*  mountain  from  my  own  tables,  though  from  an  obfervation  of  Mr.  De  Sauf- 
««  fui-e,  in  177?,  which  that  gentleman  obligingly  communicated  to  rae.  It 
•«  will  fervc  to  fhcw  that  this  Volcano  is  by  no  means  the  hijrhcft  mountain  of 
••'  the  old  world ;  and  that  Vefuvius,  placed  upon  Mount  yEtnn,  wx>uld  not  be 
"  equal  ty  the  heighth  of  Mont  Blanc,  which  I  take  to  be  the  molt  elevated 
•*  point  in  Europe,  Afia,  and  Africa.'* 

1  am  happy  to  find  my  conjectures  corroborated  by  that  ingenious  and  accu- 
rate obferver. 

Heighth  of  -^tna,  according  to  Sir  George  —  «. 

Of  Vefuvius,  according  to  Mr.  De  Sauilure  •—  — 

Of  both  together  -*•  —  —  "—1^854- 

Heighth  of  Mont  Blanc,  according  to  Sir  George  —  _     x  5,661 

Diflterence,— or  the  height  of  Mont  Blanc  above  that  of  TEtna  and  7       ^, 

Vdiivius  uken  together  — —  — — .  »«.  J       •^^ 
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Waitl ;  thfy  found  thcmfclves  upon 
the  fummit  next  to  Mont  Blanc. 
At  firft  fight  it  appeared  fcarcc  a 
league  difltant:  however,  they  foon 
diCcovcred  that  the  clearnefs  of 
tjic  air,  the  extraordinary  white- 
nefs  of  the  fnow,  and  the  heighth 
of  that  inoui)tain,  made  it  fcem 
nearer  than  it  was  in  reality;  and, 
they  perceived  with  regret,  that  it 
would  reqiyre  at  leaft  four  hours 
more  to  arrive  at  it,  even  fup- 
pofing  it  werie  practicable,  fiut 
•8  the  day  was  now  far  advanced, 
and  the  vapours  towards  the  fum- 
mit  of  Mont  Blanc  began  to  ga- 
ther ha  to  cloodr,  ihey  were  oblig- 
ed  to  retarn  without  having  ac- 
cofiipliihed  their  enterprife.  They 
had  no  time  to  lofe:  and  "as  they 
wrt'e  returning  in  great  hafte,  one 
of  the  party  flipped  down  in  at- 
tempting to  leap  over  a  chafm  of 
ite.  He  had  in  his  hand  a  long 
pole,  fpiked  with  iron,  which  he 
had   Itruck  into  the  ice  on   the 


other  fide  of  the  opening ;  and  , 
upon  this  he  hung  dreadfully  fuf- 
pended  for  a  few  moments,  until 
he  was  taken  out  by  his. compa- 
nions. The  danger  he  had  juft 
efcaped*  made  fuch  an  impreffioa 
upon  him,  that  he  fainted  away, 
end  continued  for  fome  time  in 
that  lituation  :  he  was  at  length, 
ho\%ever,  brought  to  himfelf,  and, 
though  confiderably  bruifed,  he 
fufficiendy  recovered  to  be  able  to 
go  on.  They  did  not  arrive  ac 
Chamouny  till  ^ight  that  eveninjg, 
afcer  having  paffed  two  and  twenty 
hours  of  inconceivable  fatigue, 
and  being  more  than  once  in  dan- 
ger of  lofing  their  lives  in  ihofc 
defolate  regions ;  bat,  as  (bme 
fort  of  recom pence  for  fo  much 
danger  and  fatigue^  they  have  the 
fatisfafton,  at  lead,  to  ()oafl  of 
having  approached  neater  to  Monc 
Blanc  than  any  former  adventoc;- 
ers  •. 

I  am^  &c. 


•  According  to  Sir  George  Schuckboroiigh,  the  fummit  to  which  they  arrived, 
is  more  than  13^000  feet  above  the  Mcditernnean.  .  Thefe  perfons  however  do 
ndt  feem  to  have  taken  fufficient  precautions  for  fo  perilous  an  cnterprize :  for 
the  expedition  was  not  only  hazardous  to  a  great  degree,  but  it  was  alfo  too  fa- 
tiguing and  Wo  dtl&cult  to  be  accompHlhed  within  tvrcnty-fmir  houi^.  They 
ought  to  have  Ut  out  in  the  morning,  have  taken  furs  with  them,  and,  if  po(n* 
blcf  have  fouml  ibntc  prop^  place  in  which  to  hare  paflfed  the  n'lthhi  If  that 
could  have  been  adcomphOiedy  and  if  by  any  means  they  could  nave  guarded 
themfelves  agaioil  the  piercing  cold,  they  would  have  been  fufiicicntly  refi^fhed 
tht;  next  morning  to  piirfue.  their  expedition  $  and  would  not  have  found  them- 
felves, after  advancing  within  four  hours  of  Mont  Blanc,  fo  fatigued  and  terri- 
fied ai  to  fie  unable  to  proceed  ;  nor  the  day  fo  far  fpent,  that,  had  they  gone. on, 
they  mutt  hare  been  overtaken  by  darkhefs,  and  would  probably  have  eidier  fallen 
4uwn  one  of  the  precipices,  or  ha\'e  perilhed  with  cold.  ■  '  ■ 
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Account  of  the  late  Dr.  Knight*/ 
Method  of  making  artificial  Load- 
ftones ;  by  Mr,  Benjamia  Wil- 
fon,  F.  R.  S. 

[From  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftioni.] 

THE  method  of  making  arti- 
ficial Loadftonei,  as  it  was 
difcovered  and  pradifed  by  the 
late  Dr.  Gowin  Knight,  being 
unknown  to  the  public,  and  I 
Ibyfflf  having  been  frequently 
prefent  when  the  doclor  was  em- 
ployed in  the  mod  material  fleps 
of  that  curious  procefs,  I  thought 
a  communication  thereof  would 
be  agreeable  to  you  and  the  philo- 
fbphic  world. 

The  method  was  this :  having 
provided    himfelf    with    a    large 

.  quantity  of  clean  filings  of  iron, 
he  pat  them  into  a  large  tub  that 
was  more  than  one-third  filled 
with  clean  water:  he  then,  with 
great  labour,  worked  the  tub  to 
and  fro  for  many  hour^  together, 
that  the  fridion  between  the 
grain*  of  iron  by  this  treatment 
might  break  off  fuch  fmaller  parts 

,  |is  would  remain  fufpended  in  the 
watc(.jfbr  a  time.  The  obtain* 
ing  of  thofe  very  fmall  particles 
JO  fttfficient  quantity,  feemed  to 
htm  to  be  one  of  die  principal  de^ 

jUerata  in  the  experiment. 

The  water  being  by  this  treat* 
sent   rendered   vtrj  muddy,   he 


poured  the  fame  into  a  clean 
earthen  vefTel,  leaving  the  filiogt 
behind  ;  and  when  the  water  had 
flood  long  enough  to  become  clear, 
he  poured  it  out  carefully,  with* 
cut  diflurbing  fach  of  the  iron 
fediment  as  Sill  remained,  which 
DOW  appeared  reduced  almoft  to 
impalpable  powder.  This  powder 
was  iifter wards  removed  into  ano- 
ther veiTcl,  in  order  to  dry  it; 
but  as  he  had  not  obtained  a  pro- 
per quantity  thereof,  by  this  oae 
flep,  he  was  obliged  to  repeat  the 
procefs  many  times. 

Having  at  lalt  procured  enough 
of  this  very  fine  powder,  the  next 
thing  to  be  done  was  to  make  a 
paile  of  it,  and  that  with  (bme 
vehicle  which  would  contain  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  the  phlo- 
giflic  principle ;  for  this  porpofe 
he  bad  recourfe  to  iiofeed  oil,  in 
preference  to  all  other  fluids. 

With  thefe  two  ingredients  only 
he  made  a  (liflF  palte,  and  took 
particular  care  to  knead  it  well 
before  he  moulded  it  into  conv^ 
nient  (hapes. 

Sometimes,  whilft  the  paKe  con* 
tinued  in  its  foft  ftate,  he  would 
put  the  impreflion  of  a  feal  upon 
the  feveral  pieces :  one  of  which 
is  in  the  firitifli  Mufeum. 

This  paHe  was  then  put  npon 

wood,  and  foroetimes  on  tilet,  in 

order  to  bake  or  dry  it  before  n 

modtnxt 
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moderate  fire,  at  a  foot  diflance  or 
thereabouts. 

The  dodlor  found,  that  a  mo- 
derate fire  was  moft  proper,  be- 
caufe  a  greater  degree  of  heat  made 
the  compofi:ion  frequently  crack 
in  many  places. 

The  time  required  for  the  bak- 
ing or  drying  of  this  pafte  was 
generally  five  or  &x  hours  before 
It  attained  a  fufficient  degree  of 
hardnefs.  When  that  was  done, 
and  the  feveral  baked  pieces  were 
become  cold,  he  gave  them  their 
magnetic  virtue  in  any  direction 
he  pleafed,  by  placing  them  be- 
tween the  extreme  ends  of  his 
large' magazine  of  artificial  mag- 
nets for  a  few  feconds  or  more,  as 
he  faw  occafion. 

By  this  method  the  virtue  they 
acquired  was  foch,  that  when  any 
one  of  thofe  pieces  was  held  be- 
tween two  of  hii  bed  ten  guinea 
bars,  with  its  poles  purpofely  in- 
verted, it  immediately  of  itfelf 
turned  about  to  recover  its  na- 
tural diredioo,  which  the  force 
of  thofe  very  powerful  bars  was 
not  fufficient  to  counteraA, 

I  am,  &c. 


J  Method  to  make  FotaUt^Bread 
'without  the  Admixture  of  Flour ^ 
by  M,  Parmentier,  Member  of 
the  College  of  Pharmacy^  Royal 
Cenfor,  i^c,  of  the  Royal  P/^intm 
ing  Office  at  Paris. 

Of  the  Stahch. 

TH  E  potatoes  mud  be  well 
wafhed  ;  they^ufl  be  ground 
fine  with  the  affiilance  of  a  tin 
rafp;  they  are  thereby  converted 
into  a  liquid  pafte,  which  muft 
be  diluted  in  water,  and  well  agi- 
tated, in  order  to  empty  it  into  a 
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fieve  placed  over  a  proper  \ci[c\ 
The  water  pafTes  with  the  ftarch  of 
the  potatoes;  this  ftarch  muft  be 
well  waftied  in  feveral  waters  j  it 
is  to  be  divided  into  fmall  pieces, 
and  expofed  to  che  air,  in  order  to 
dry  it:  it  is  of  a  moft  exquifite 
whitenefs.  The  fubftance  which 
remains  in  the  fieve  is  the  moft 
fibrous  part;  it  muft  be  dried  af- 
ter all  the  moifture  is  prefTed  out 
of  it;  it  may  be  ufed  in  the  com- 
pofition  of  brown  bread,  or  may 
be  given  in  that  ftare  to  poultry. 

Remarks.— One  pound  of  po- 
tatoes contains  three  ounces  of 
ftarch,  two  ounces  of  fibrous  fub- 
ftance and  extradlive  matter,  and 
eleven  ounces  of  vegetative  wa- 
ter. Thefe  fubftances  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  foil 
and  the  fpecies  of  the  potatoe.  It 
is  to  clear  this  root  from  the  fu^ 
perabundance  of  water  which  it 
contains,  and  to  feparate  the  ftarcii 
from  the  other  fubftances  wliieh 
conftitute  the  jpotatoe,  that  the 
foregoing  procefi  is  pnt  in  praC- 
tice.  You  may,  in  heu  of  a  rafp, 
which  renders  the  operation  te-. 
dious,  fubftitute  a  broad  wheel 
with  double  parallel  fpokes,  upoa 
the  fame  axis  or  axletree,  fhod 
with  place  iron,  ftamped  with  holes, 
inftead  of  bands  of  iron,  or  any 
other  inftrument ;  befides,  neceffi- 
ty  and  pra&ice  will  foon  clear  op 
that  point. 

The  ftarch  extrafled  from  po- 
tatoes has  this  advantage  ;  that  it 
may  be  kept  for  many  years  'with- 
out the  leaft  alteration,  and  will 
ilill  fnbfift  without  corruption , 
or  untouched  in  a  ■  frozen  pdu- 
toe,  eren  when  animals  will  not 
eat  it. 

Of  the  Pulp.*-.Pat  the  potatoes 
in  boiling-water;  when  they  are 

H  2  boiled 
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boiled  enough y  cad  away  the  wa- 
ter,  and  peel  them ;  and,  with 
the  afliftance  of  a  wooden  roller, 
reduce  them  into  a  pafle,  which, 
by  grinding,  grows  (lifF  and  elaftic. 
When  there  are  no  more  clots  or 
lumps  in  the  whole  mafs,  then  the 
pulp  is  in  pprfeflion. 

Remarks.  —  The  parts  which 
conilitute  the  potatoe  are  in  iis 
natural  Hate  divided  ;  after  boil- 
ing, thefe  parts  are  fo  united  as 
to  be  but  one  homogeneous  mafs. 
The  (larch,  the  fibrous  fubftance 
which  floated,  as  one  may  fay, 
in  the  vegetative  water,  are  in  it 
diffolved. 

It  is  from  this  rery  firaple  ope- 
ration that  the  whole  fabrication 
of  potatoe-bread  depends;  with- 
out it,  no  panification  :  moreover, 
the  potatoe  mod  neceflfarily  be  in 
that  ftate  when  we  intend  to  mix 
it  with  any  other  grain,  fuch  as 
buck-wheat,  barl»?y,  or  oats :  un- 
der any  other  form,  its  union  with 
thefe  forts  of  grain  will  make,  at 
bed,  but  a  coarfe  bread. 

Of  the  Bread  —Take  Bvc  pounds 
of  dried  darch,  and  five  pounds  of 
the  pulp  ;  diifolve  a  fuitable  quan- 
tity of  leaven  or  yead  in  warm 
water  the  eve  or  night  before. 
The  mixture  being  exaftly  raac'e, 
.  kt  it  lie  al)  night  in  a  kneading 
trough,  well  covered  and  kept 
warm  until  the  next  day  ;  this  is 
the  fecond  leaven  ;  then  add  five 
pounds  more  of  dirch,  and  the 
•  fftme  quantity  of  pulp,  and  knead 
it  well.  The  water  mud  be  in 
proportion  as  a  fifth  parr,  that  is 
to  favy  that  upon  twenty  pounds 
of  pade  there  mud  be  five  pounds 
of  the  water.  You  mud  obfcrve 
that  the  water  be  ufed  as  hot  as 
pollible. 


The  pade  being  completelf 
kneaded,  it  mud  be  divided  into 
ftnall  loaves :  this  bread  requires 
flow  preparation,  and  the  oven 
mud  be  equally  and  moderately 
heated :  it  will  require  two  hoars 
baking. 

The  fait  with  which  they  fea- 
fon  the  bread  in  fomc  provinces 
is  alfo  necefTary.  for  this:  the 
quantity  depends  on  the  tade; 
but  half  a  drachm  (eems  to  be  fuf- 
ficient. 

Any  one  maj  eaiily  conceive 
that  thii  abdraA  cannot  wholly 
give  an  idea  of  the  procefs»  and 
that  ihofe  who  have  the  fabrica- 
tion of  this  bread  at  heart,  mud 
be  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
their  own  experience,  becaufe  no 
"exad  account  is  to  be  expe^ed 
when  a  new  preparatioo  ia  to  be 
performed. 


De/criptien  of  a  moft  effeSual  MttM 
of/icuring  BuiUings  againfi  Fin, 
in'venttd  by  Charles  Lord  Vif- 
count  Mahon,  F.R.S. 

[From  the  Pbilofophical  Tranfaaions.] 

TH  E  new  and  very  fimple 
method  which  I  have  4»f€o> 
vered  of  fecuring  every  kind  of 
building,  (even  though  conftrofled 
of  timber)  again d  all  danger  of 
fire,  may  very  properly  be  divided 
into  three  parts;  namely,  aoder- 
iioering,  extra-lathing,  and  inter- 
fecuring,  which  particulat  methods 
may  be  applied,  in  part  or  ia 
whole,  to  different  buildioga*  ac- 
cording to  the  various  circmn- 
ftances  attending  their  coBftmc- 
lion,  and  according  to  the  degree 
of  accumulated  fire,  to  which  each 
of  thefe  buildings  may  be  expo(ed» 

bom 
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fVom  the  different  of^s  to  which 
they  are  meant  to  be  appropriate 
€d.  The  method  of  under -flooring 
may  be  divided  into  two  parts  ; 
c;/s:.  into  fi^gU  and  doublt  under" 
flooring. 

The  method  o^  fingle  under-floor- 
ing is  as  follows :  A  common  flrong 
lath,  of  about  one  quarter  of  an 
inch  thick  (either  of  oak  or  fir) 
ihould  be  nailed  againll  each  fide 
of  tvvty  join,  and  of  every  main 
timber,  which  fupporis  the  floor 
intended  to  be  fecured.  Other 
fimilar  laths  ought  then  to  be 
nailed  the  whole  length  of  the 
joifts,  wth  their  ends  butting 
againft  each  other  :  thefe  are  what 
I  call  the  flilits.  The  top  of  each 
fillet  ought  Co  be  at  one  inch  and 
a  half  below  the  top  of  the  joids 
or  timbers  againft  which  they  are 
nailed.  Thefe  fillets  will  then 
form,  as  it  were,  a  fort  of  fmali 
ledge  on  each  fide  of  all  the  joifts. 

VVhen  the  fillets  are  going  to  bo 
nailed,  on  fome  of  the  rough  plaf- 
<er  hereafter  mentioned,  mull  be 
fpread  with  a  trowel  ail  along  that 
fide  of  each  of  the  fillets  which  is 
to  lay  next  to  the  joills,  in  order 
that  thefe  fillets  may  be  well  bed- 
ded therein,  when  they  are  nailed 
on,  fo  that  there  (hoold  not  be 
any  interval  between  the  fillets 
anJ  the  joiflf.  A  great  number 
of  any  common  laths  (either  of 
oak  or  fir)  rouft  be  cut  nearly  to 
the  length  of  the  width  of  the  in- 
tervals between  the  joifls.  Some 
of  the  rough  plaiter  referred  to 
above  ought  to  be  fpread  with  a 
trowel,  fucceffively  upon  the  top 
of  all  the  fillets,  and  along  the 
fides  of  that  part  of  the  joilts  which 
ii  between  the  top  of  the  fillets 
and  the  upper  edge  of  the  joills. 
'f  he  ihort  pieces  of  comonon  iatht 


lOI 

jaft  mentioned  ought  (in  order  to 
fill  up  the  intervals  between  the 
joifts  chat  fupport  the  flocr)  to  be 
laid  in  the  contrary  dire^ion  to 
the  joills,  ^nd  clofc  together  in  a 
row,  fo  as  to  touch  one  another, 
as  much  as  the  want  of  (Iraitnefs 
in  the  laths  will  poffibly  allow, 
without  the  laths  lapping  over 
each  other ;  their  ends  mud  red 
upon  the  fillets  fpoken  of  above, 
and  they  ought  to  be  well  bedded 
in  the  rough  plader.  It  is  not 
proper  to  ufe  any  nails  to  faden 
down  either  thefe  (hort  pieces  of 
Ifiih?,  or  thofe  (hort  pieces  here- 
after mentioned. 

Thefe  (hort  pieces  of  laths 
ought  then  to  be  covered  with  one 
thick  coat  of  the  rough  plader 
(poken  of  hereafter,  which  fhould 
be  fpread  all  over  them,  and  which 
(hould  be  brought,  with  a  trowel, 
to  be  about  level  with  the  tops 
of  the  joids,  but  not  above  them. 
This  rough  plaller  in  a  day  or 
two  (hould  be  trowelled  all  over 
clofe  home  to  the  fides  of  the 
joids;  h\jtt  the  tops  of  the  joidg 
ought  not  to  be  any  ways  covered 
with  it. 

The  method  of  double  under-floor* 
ing  is,  in  the  fird  part  of  it,  ex- 
aSly  the  fame  as  the  me'ihod  jud 
defcribed.  The  fillets  and  the 
fliort  pieces  of  laths  are  ^applied 
in  the  fame  manner ;  but  the  coat 
of  rough  plader  ought  to  be  lit- 
tle more  than  half  as  thick  as 
the  coat  of  rough  plader  applied 
in  the  method  q\  JhtgU  under  floor » 
ing. 

In  the  method  of  double  under- 
flooring,  as  f,\\\  as  this  coat  of 
rough  plader  is  laid  on,  fome  more 
of  the  ftort  pivc-s  of  laths,  cut  at 
above  directed,  mud  be  laid  in 
the  intervals  between  the  joids  upon 
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the  firll  coat  of  rough  plader  i  and 
each  of  thefe  (hort  laths  mud  be, 
ode  after  the  other,  bedded  deep 
and  quite  found  into  this  rough 
plaifter  whilil  it  is  foft.  Thefe 
ibort  piece t  of  laths  (hoold  be  laid 
al fo  as  clofe  as  poflible  to  each 
other,  and  in  the  fame  diredioa 
49  the  firH  layer  of  (hort  laths. 

A  coat  of  the  fame  kind  of 
rough  plafter  (hould  then  be  fpread 
over  this  fecond  layer  of  ihort 
laths,  as  there  was  upon  the  fird 
layer  above  defcribed.  This  coat 
of  rough  plafter  (hou)d  (as  above 
direflcd  for  the  method  oi  Jinglt 
Id naer flooring)  be  trowelled  level 
v^ith  the  tops  of  the  joifts,  but 
it  ought  not  to  rife  above  them. 
The  fooner  this  fecond  coat  of 
rough  plafler  is  fpread  upon  the 
fecond  layerof  fiiort  laths  jult  men- 
tinned,  the  better.  What  follows 
is  common  to  the  method  of  fingle 
as  well  as  to  that  of  doublt  under- 
Jlooring, 

Common  coarfe  lime  and  hair 
(fuch  as  generally  ferves  for  the 
pricking  up  coat  in  plaflering)  may 
be  ufed  for  all  the  purpofes  before 
or  hereafter  mentioned ;  but  it  is 
confiderably  cheaper,  and  even 
much  better,  in  all  t^efe  cafes,  to 
jnake  ufe  of  bay  inftcad  of  hair, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  plailer- 
work  from  cracking.  The  hay 
ought  to  be  chopped  to  about  three 
inches  in  length,  but  no  ihorier. 
One  meafure  of  common  rough 
/and,  two  meafures  of  flacked 
limCf  and  three  meafures,  but  not 
lefs,  of  chopped  bay,  will  prove 
'  in  general,  a  very  good  propor- 
tion, when  fufHcien^Iy  beat  up  tOr 
gether  in  the  manner  of  common 
inonar.  The  hay  muft  be  well 
dragged  in  this  kind  of  rough 
plafter,  ap4  vv'^U  ioterpii^^ed  with 


it;  but  the  hay  ought  sever  to  ht 
put  in,  till  the  two  other  ingre- 
dients are  well  beat  up  together 
with  water.  The  rough  plafter 
ought  never  to  be  made  thin  lor 
any  of  the  work  mentioned  ia 
this  paper.  The'ftiffer  it  ia  the 
better,  provided  it  be  not  coo  dry 
to  be  ipread  properly  opoa  the 
laths.  If  the  flooring  boards  are 
required  to  be  laid  vtry  foon,  a 
fourth  or  a  fifth,  part  of  quick 
lime  in  powder,  very  well  mixed 
with  this  rough  plafter  juft  before 
it  is  ufed,  will  caufe  it  to  dry  ^tty 
faft. 

I  have  pradifed  this  meihod  in 
an  exteniive  work  with  great  ad- 
vantage.  In  tbree  'with  this 
rough  plafter  grows  perfeAly  ^ry. 
The  rough  plafter,  fo  made,  may 
be  applied  at  aii  times  of  the 
year  with  the  greatcit  fuccefs. 
The  eafieft  method,  by  much,  of 
reducing  quick  lime  io  powder,  is  by 
dropping  ^fmall  quantity  of  water 
on  the  lime-ftone,  a  little  while 
before  the  powder  is  intended  to 
be  ufed:  the  lime  will  ftill  re- 
tain a  very  fufficient  degree  of 
heat. 

When  the  rough  plafter-worjc 
between  the  joifts  has  got  tho- 
roughly dry,  it  ought  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  whether  or  not  there  be 
any  fmall  cracks  in  ir,  particu- 
larly next  to  the  joifls.  If  there 
are  any,  they  ought  to  be  waihed 
over  with  a  bruOi,  wet  with  mortar* 
<wajb,  which  will  effcftually  clofo 
them  ;  but  there  will  never  be  any 
cracks  at  all,  if  the  chopped  hay 
and  the  quick  lime  be  properly  made 
ufe  of. 

The  mortar-wafh  I  make  ufe  of 
is  merely  this.  About  two  mea- 
fures of  quick  lime,  and  one  mea- 
fure of  common  fand,  flxoald  h^ 
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put  into  •  pail,  and  fhould  be 
well  (lirred  up  with  water,  till  the 
water  growt  very  thick,  fo  as  to  be 
aimoft  of  the  confiftency  of  a  thin 
jelly.  This  waih,  when  ufed,  will 
grow  dry  in  a  few  minutes. 

Before  the  flooring  boards  are 
laid,  a  fmall  quantity  of  very  dry 
common  fand  ftiould  be  (Irewed 
over  the  rough  plafter-worlc,  but 
not  over  the  tops  of  the  joifts.  The 
fand  ihould  be  ftrucic  fmooth  with 
an  hollow  rule,  which  ought  to 
be  about  the  length  of  the  diiUnce 
from  joift  to  joift,  and  of  about 
one  eighth  of  an  inch  curvature; 
which  rule,  paffing  over  the  fand 
in  the  fame  direflion  with  the 
joifls,  will  caufe  the  fand  to  lay 
rather  rounding  in  the  middle  of 
the  interval  between  each  pair  6f 
joifts.  The  flooring  boards  may 
then  be  laid  and  faAened  down  in 
the  ufual  manner  ;  but  wtty  par- 
ticular attention  mud  be  paid  to 
the  rough  pla(ler-work»  and  to  the 
fand  being  moft  perfedlly  dry  be- 
fore the  boards  are  laid,  for  fear 
of  the  dry-rot ;  of  which  how- 
ever there  is  no  kind  of  danger, 
when  this  precaution  is  made  ufe 
of.  The  method  of  under ^fltoring 
J  have  alfo  applied  with  the  ut- 
mod  fuccefs,  to  a  wooden  ftair- 
cafe.  It  is  made  to  follow  the 
fhape  of  the  fteps,  but  no  fand  is 
laid  upon  the  rough  plader-work 
in  tfcls  cafe.  f 

The  method  of  extra-lathing 
may  be  applied  to  cieling  jotlh, 
to  (loping  roofs,  and  to  wooden 
partitions.  It  is  (imply  this :  as 
the  laths  are  going  to  be  nailed 
on,  fome  of  the  above-mentioned 


roogh  plafter  ought  to  be  fpread 
between  thefe  laths  and  the  joifts 
(or  other  timbers)  againft  which 
thefe  laths  are  to  be  nailed.  The 
laths  ought  to  be  nailed  ver]^clo(e 
to  each  other.  When  either  of  the 
ends  of  any  of  the  laths  lap  over 
other  laths,  it  ought  to  be  attended 
to,  that  thefe  ends  be  bedded 
found  in  fome  of  the  fame  kind  of 
rough  plafter.  This  attention  is 
equally  nece(rary  for  the  fecond 
layer  of  laths  hereafter  men- 
tioned. 

The  firft  layer  of  laths  ought 
to  be  covered  with  a  pretty  thiclc^ 
coat  of  the  fame  rough  plaftef 
fpoken  of  above.  A  fecond  layer* 
of  laths  ought  then  to  be  nailed 
on,  each  lath  being,  as  it  is  put 
on,  well  fqueezed  and  bedded 
found  into  the  foft  rough  plader* 
For  this  reafon,  no  more  of  this 
firll  coat  of  rough  plafter  ought  to 
be  laid  on  at  a  time  than  what 
can  be  immediately  followed  with 
the  fecond  layer  of  laths. 

The  laths  of  this  fecond  layer 
ought  to  be  laid  as  clofe  to  each 
other  as  they  can  bf*,  to  allow  of 
a  proper  clench  for  the  rough 
plader.  The  laths  of  the  fecond 
layer  •  may  then  be  plaAered  over 
with  a  coat  of  the  fame  kind  of 
rough  plafter,  or  it  may  be  plaf- 
tered  over  in  the  nfual  manner. 

The  third  method,  which  is  that 
of  inter 'ficuring^  is  very  (imilar, 
in  moft  refpe^s,  to  that  of  under* 
Jieoring ;  but  no  fand  is  afterwards 
to  be  laid  upon  it.  Inte^-fecuring, 
is  applicable  to  the  fame  parts  of 
a  building  as  the  method  of  extra^ 
lathing  juft   defcribed;    but  it  is 


•  If  a  third  layer  of  laths  be  immediately  nailed  on,  and  be  covered  with  a 

third  coat  of  rough  plafter,  T  then  call  the  method  treble  lathing  \  bt^t  tlus  metiip4 
of  treble  lathing  can  almoil  in  no  cafe  be  required* 

H  4  not 
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»ot  ofita  Brcefury  to  be  m^de 
v(eof. 

I  have  mad*  a  prodi^Ioas  nam* 
ber  ofrxperimfDU  opoo  ever>  p^rt 
of  the(e  differecc  mfihsds.  I 
caiifed  a  wooden  boiliiag  to  be 
con&rocted  at  Cbt^vtming  in  /^^rr, 
io  order  to  perfofm  them  in  me 
mo((  nataral  m^ooer.  The  me. 
thodf  of  txtra-latbing  acd  dsuhU 
mrndtr-fiturimw  wrre  the  only  ones 
0ade  ufe  of  in  that  building. 

On  the  26ch  of  September  I777» 
I  had  the  honour  to  repeat  Tome 
of  mjr  experimenu  before  (he  pre- 
iident  and  fomeof  the  fellcwf  of  the 
Royal  Society »  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  cf  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, the  committee  of  city  lands, 
ieveral  of  the  foreign  miniiler«, 
and  a  great  nambcr  of  other  per- 
ibns. 

The  firft  experiment  was  to  fill 
the  lower  room  of  the  building 
(which  room  was  aboct  twenty-fix 
feet  long  by  fixteen  wide)  full  of 
ihavings  aod  faggots,  mixed  with 
combuftibles,  and  to  fet  them  ail 
on  fire.  The  heat  was  fo  intcnie, 
that  the  glafd  of  the  windows,  was 
mel ud  like  {q  much  cqmmon  feal- 
ing  wax,  and  ran  dows  in  drops, 
yet  (he  Aooringboardsof  that  very 
room  were  npt  borne  through,  nor 
was  one  of  the  fide  timbers,  floor- 
joids,  or  ceiling-joiils  damaged  in 
the  fmalleft  degree ;  and  the  per- 
fons  who  went  into  the  room  im- 
mediately over  (he  room  filled  with 
fire,  did  not  perceive  any  ill  ef- 
fects from  it  whatever,  even  the 
Hocr  of  that  room  being  perfedly 
cool  during  that  enormous  con. 
{lagratioi^  immediately  uudex* 
neath.  '       "      *• 

I  then  caufed  a  kind  of  wooden 
building  of  full  iS\y  feei  \a 
lengthy  and  of  three  Uori6  high 
6  ^ 


io  :hc  middle,  to  be  eredeJ,  qaSfe| 
dofe  to   one  ea4  of  ike    lecufcd 

wooden  hoofe.  1  filled  aod  co. 
Tered  this  boilcing  witk  above 
e>ven  hoc-ired  large  kilo  foggots, 
a^d  f:«eral  loads  of  dry  (kaviogs; 
and  i  fet  this  piie  oo  fire.  The 
height  of  the  flame  was  no  lefs 
tb«n  eighty- (eveo  feet  perpeodi* 
colar  from  the  groond,  aad  the 
grafs  upjo  a  bank,  at  a  kaadicd 
aod  fifty  feet  from  the  fire,  was 
ail  fcorched ;  yet  the  fecored 
wooden  boiicirg  quite  coBtigoOQS 
to  (his  vaft  heap  of  fire,  w&s  not 
at  all  damaged,  except  fome  paru 
of  the  outer  coat  of  p  1  after- wcrk. 

This  experiment  was  inteadcd 
to  reprefent  a  wooden  toun  oi| 
ikttt  and  to  fr.ow  how  effedoaliy 
even  a  wooden  bui*ding,  if  fecor- 
ed accorJiog  to  my  new  method, 
would  flop  the  progrefs  of  the 
flames  on  that  fide,  withoot  any 
affiance  from  fire-engines,  &c. 

The  Ud  experiment  \  made  that 
day  was,  the  attempting  to  bur^ 
a  wooden  ftair-c^fe,  iecored  ac- 
cording to  my  fimple  method  o£ 
under 'fioering.  The  onderfide  of 
the  il air -cafe  was  ixtra^Uihed.  Se- 
veral very  large  kiln  faggots  were 
hid,  and  kindled,  under  the  ftair- 
cafe,  rouird  (he  flairs  and  upoa 
the  Heps  ;^  this  wooden  flair-cafe 
notwithilaoding  refilled,  as  if  it 
had  been  of  fire-ftone,  all  the  at- 
tempts that  were  made  to  coa- 
fume  ir.  1  have  fince  made  five 
o(her  dill  (Ironger  fires  upon  this 
fame  flair-cafe,  withoot  having 
repaired  it,  having,  moreOTer, 
filled  the  fmall  place  in  wkick  tkit 
flair-cafe  is,  entirely  with  (hav- 
ings and  large  faggots  ;  but  the 
flair-cafe  is,  however,  AiU  ibad- 
ing,  and  is  but  littU  dt« 
miiged. 
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lo  moft  hoofes  it  is  necelTary 
^ly  to  /fCHii  thi  floors  ;  and  that 
fccordioj^  to  the  mcibod  of  fengU 
under-flooring  already  dcfcribcd. 
The  extra  expencc  of  it  (all  ma- 
terials included)  is  only  about  nine^ 
penci  fir  fquare  yard^  anlefs  there 
Ihould  be  particular  difficulties  at- 
tending the  execution,  in  which 
cafe,  it  will  vary  a  little.  When 
quick  lime  is  made  ufe  of,  the  ex-* 
pence  is  a  trifle  more.  The  extra- 
expence  of  the  method  of  extra-- 
lathing,  is  no  more  than^-^jtr^ 
per  fq4inre  yard  for  the  timber^ 
lide-walls^  and  partitions;  but  for 
the  cieling  about  ni newpence  fir 
fquare  yard.  No  txtra-latbing  is 
neccAary  in  the  generality  of 
hoofes. 


InftruQions  for  eultinfating  and  curing 
^fohacco  in  England.  From  Mr. 
Carver*j  Treati/i  on  that  Subji^m 

/  I  ^  H  E  beft  ground  for  raidng 
X  the  plant  is  a  warm  rich  foil, 
not  fubjed  tp  be  over-run  wiih 
weeds ;  for  from  thefe  it  mod  be 
totally  cleared.  The  foil  in  which 
it  grows  in  Virginia  is  inclining  to 
^andy,  confequently  warm  and 
light ;  the  nearer  therefor^  the  na- 
ture of  the  land  approaches  to  that, 
the  greater  probability  there  is  of 
its  flouri(hing  here.  Theficuation 
molt  preferable  for  a  plantation  is 
the  fouthern  declivity  of  a  hill,  or 
a  fpot  that  is  (heltered  from  the 
blighting  north  winds  which  fo 
frequently  blow,  daring  the  fpring 
months,  in  this  ifland.  But  at  the 
fame  time  the  plants  mud  enjoy  a 
free  current  of  air  ;  for  if  that  be 
pbilrui^led  they  will  not  profper. 

As  the  tobacco  plant,   being  an 
aanualj  is  only  to  be  raifed  from 


feed,  the  great^ft  care  in  purchaC 
ing  thefe  is  neceiTary  ;  left  by  fow- 
ing  fuch  as  is  not  good,  we  lofe^ 
with  the  expeded  crop,  the  feafon. 
The  different  fores  of  the  feeds  noc 
being  diftinguiftiable  from  each 
other,  nor  the  eoodnefs  to  be  af« 
certained  by  their  appearance,  the. 
purcbafer  ihould  apply  to  a  perfom 
of  charaQer  in  that  profeflion.  In 
defcribing  the  manner  in  whick 
the  plant  ought  to  be  raifed  fron 
the  feed,  as  well  as  in  the  fucceed- 
ing  progref5,  I  (hall  confine  my. 
felf  to  the  pradlice  of  the  northern 
colonies  pf  America,  as  thefe  ara 
more  parallel  in  their  latitude  tta 
England. 

About  the  middle  of  April,  or 
rather  iboner  in  a  forward  fpring* 
fow  the  feed  in  beds  firft  prepared  ' 
for  the  purpofe,  with  fome  warm 
rich  manure.  Jn  a- cold  fpfiDg» 
regular  hot-beds  would  be  moft 
eligible  for  this  purpofe  ;  and  in- 
deed the  gardeners  of  this  countif 
are  perfuaded.  that  the  NicotlBia 
cannot  be  raifed  in  any  other  way  a 
but  thefe  are  feldom  to  be  foaod 
in  common  gardens,  and  I  an 
convinced  that  if  the  weather  is  not 
remarkably  (tvtte,  they  might  ba 
reared  without  doors.  A  fqoara 
yard  of  land,  for  which  a  fmall 
quantity  of  feed  is  fufficieot,  will 
produce  above  five  hundred  plants* 
and  allow  proper  fpace  for  their 
nurture  till  they  are  fit  to  tranf. 
plant. 

Having  fown  the  feed  in  the 
manner  directed,  on  the  leaft  ap- 
prchenfion  of  a  froft  after  the 
plants  appear,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  fpread  mats  over  the  beds,  elc« 
▼ated  from  the  ground  by  poles 
laid  acrofs.  Thefe  however  muft 
be  removed  in  the  morning  foon 
after  the  fun  appears,   that  they 

may 
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nay  receive  as  moch  benefit  as 
poflible  from  its  warmth,  and  from 
the  air.  In  this  manner  proceed 
till  the  leaves  have  attained  the 
£ze  of  about  two  inches  in  length, 
and  one  in  breadth,  which  they 
will  do  in  aboat  a  month,  or  near 
the  middle  of  May.  One  inva- 
riable rule  for  their  being  able  to 
bear  removal  is,  when  the  fourth 
leaf  is  fprouted,  and  the  fifth  joft 
appears.  Then  take  the  opportu- 
nity of  the  firil  rains,  or  gentle 
fiiowers,  to  tranfplant  them  into 
Inch  a  foil  and  fitaation  as  before 
defcribed.  The  land  mud  be 
plowed,  or  dug  up  with  fpades,  as 
snellow  and  light  as  poffible.  Raife, 
with  the  hoe,  fmall  hillocs  at  the 
diftance  of  two  feet,  or  a  little 
snore,  from  each  other,  taking 
care  that  no  hard  fods  or  Inmps  are 
in  ff,  and  then  juft  indent  the 
siiddle  of  each,  without  dibbling 
the  holes  as  for  fome  other  plants. 
When  yonr  ground  is  thus  pre- 
pared, dig  up  the  plants  in  a  gen- 
tle manner  from  their  native  bed, 
and  infert  a  plant  gently  into  the 
center  of  each  hilloc,  prefling  the 
Ibil  around  it  with  your  fingers, 
and  taking  the  greateft  care,  dur- 
ing the  operation,  that  you  do  not 
break  off  any  of  the  leaves,  which 
are  at  this  time  exquifitely  tender. 
If  the  weather  proves  dry,  afier 
they  are  thus  transplanted,  they  mufl 
be  watered  with  foft  water,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  is  ufually  done  to 
coleworts,  or  plants  of  a  iimilar 
kind.  From  this  time  great  care 
mod  be  taken  to  keep  the  ground 
foft,  and  free  from  weeds,  by  often 
flirring  with  yonr  hoe  the  mould 
round  the  roots ;  and  pruning  off 
the  dead  leaves  that  fometimes  are 
foand  near  the  bovtom  of  the  (lalk. 


The  difference  of  this  climate 
from  that  in  which  1  have  bees 
accnftooed  to  obferve  the  prognh 
of  this  plant,  will  not  perintt  me 
to  dircd  with  certainty  the  tiflie 
which  is  mod  proper  to  take  off*  the 
top  of  it,  to  prevent  it  from  raa- 
ning  to  lierd.  This  knowledge caa 
only  be  prrfedly  acquired  by  expe- 
rience. When  It  has  riien  to  op. 
wards  of  two  feet,  it  commonly 
begins  to  put  forth  the  branches  oa 
which  the  flowers  and  feeds  are 
produced;  but  as  this  expanfion, 
if  fufFered  to  take  place,  would 
drain  the  nutriment  from  the 
leaves,  and  thereby  lefleo  their 
iize  and  efficacy,  it  becomes  need-  / 
fnl  at  this  iUge  to  nip  off  the  ex-  ^ 
tremity  of  the  fialk,  to  prevent  its 
growing  higher.  In  fome  higher 
climates,  the  top  is  commonly  cat 
off  when  the  plant  has  fifteen, 
leaves  ;  if  the  tobacco  is  intended 
to  be  a  little  dronger  than  ofoaJ, 
this  is  done  when  it  has  only  thir- 
teen ;  and  fometimes,  when  it  is 
chcfen  to  be  remarkably  powerfoU 
eleven  or  twelve  leaves  only  are' 
allowed  to  expand.  On  the  con^ 
trary,  if  the  planter  is  defirous  to 
have  his  crop  very  mild,  he  faffers 
it  to  put  forth  eighteen  or  twenty  : 
but  in  this  calculation  the  three  or 
four  lower  leaves  next  the  ground 
are  not  to  be  reckoned. 

This  is  denominated  <  topping 
<  the  tobacco,'  and  is  much  better 
done  by  the  finger  and  thumb, 
than  with  any  indrument  ;  becaufe 
the  former  clofe,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  pores  of  the  plants  ;  whereas, 
when  it  is  done  with  the  latter, 
the  juices  are  in  fome  degree  ex- 
hauded.  And  though  this  might 
apprar  unimportant,  ^et  every  aoe- 
thod  that  tends  to  give  viTOor  to 
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tlie  leaves  flionld  be  ctrefally  por- 
faed.  For  the  fane  reafon  care 
muft  be  taken  to  nip  off  the  fprouti 
that  will  be  continually  fprtnging 
up  at  the  junction  of  the  leaves 
with  the  ftalks.  This  is  termed 
'  fuckering^the  tobacco,' and  ought 
to  be  repeated  as  often  as  occafion 
requires.    ' 

The  laft,  and  not  the  lead  con- 
cern in  the  cultivation  of  this  plant, 
is  the  deftrudipn  of  the  worm  that 
Nature  has  given  it  for  an  enemy, 
and  which,  like  many  other  rep- 
tiles, plays  on  its  benefa^or.  To 
deftroy  thefe,  which  are  the  only 
infers  that  moleft  this  plant,  every 
leaf  muft  be  carefully  fearched. 
As  foon  as  fuch  a  wound  is  dif* 
covered,  the  caufe  of  it,  who  will 
be  found  near  it,  from  his  un- 
fubftantial  texture,  which  I  (hall 
prefently  defcribe,  may  be  eafily 
cruOied  :  but  the  bed  method  is  to 
pluck  it  away  by  the  horn,  and 
then  crufh  ir.  Without  a  conftant 
attention  to  thefe  noxious  infers, 
a  whole  field  of  plants  may  be  foon 
deftroyed.  This  is  termed  *  worm- 
«  ing  the  tobacco ;'  and  as  thefe 
worms  are  found  mod  predominant 
the  latter  end  of  July,  and  the  be- 
ginning of  Auguft,  ihcy  muft  be 
particularly  attended  to  at  that 
fcafon. 

As  I  have  juft  obferved,  that  it 
is  impoflible,  without  experience, 
to  point  out  the  due  time  for  top- 
ping the  plant,  fo  it  is  equally  as 
impoflible  to  a  (certain  the  time  it 
will  take  to  ripen  in  this  climate. 
That  can  only  be  known  by  future 
obfervations ;  for  as  it  is  at  prefent 
only  cultivated  in  England  as  an 
ornament  for  the  garden,  no  par- 
ticular attention  has,  I  believe, 
been  hiihcrio  bellowed  on  the  prc- 
fervation  of  its  leave:,    The  appa- 


rent fign?,  however,  of  its  mato- 
rity  are,  that  the  leaves,  as  they 
approach  t  (late  of  ripenefs,  be-^ 
come  more  corrugated  or  rough ; 
and  when  folly  ripe,  appear  mot- 
tled with  yellowifii  fpots  on  the 
raifed  parts,  whilft  the  cavities  re- 
tain their  ufual  green  colour.  They 
are,  at  this  time,  alfo  thicker  than 
they  have  before  been,  and  are 
covered  with  a  kind  of  downy  vel- 
vet. If  heavy  rains  happen  at  thit 
critical  period,  they  will  wa(h  this 
excrefcent  fub(lance  of,  and  there- 
by damage  the  plants.  In  fach  a 
cafe,  if  the  froily  nights  are  i^ot 
begun,  it  is  proper  to  let  them 
(land  a  few  days  longer;  when,  if 
the  weather  be  more  moderate, 
they  will  recover  this  fubflance 
again.  But  if  a  froft  unexpededly 
happens  during  the  night,  they 
rau(l  be  carefully  examined  in  the 
morning  before  the  fun  has  any 
influence  on  them  :  and  thofe 
which  are  found  to  be  covered 
with  froily  particles,  whether  tho- 
roughly ripe  or/  not,  mud  be  cut 
up :  for  though  they  may  not  all 
appear  to  be  arrived  at  a  (late  of 
maturity,  yet  they  cannot  be  far 
from  it,  and  will  differ  but  little 
in  goodnefs  from  thofe  that  are 
pericftly  {o. 

Having  now  given  every  inftruc- 
tion  that  occurs  to  my  memory  re- 
lative to  the  culture  of  the  plant, 
I  (hall  defcribe  the  worm  that  in- 
fefts  it.  It  if  of  the  horned  fpecicf. 
and  appears  to  be  peculiar  to  this 
plant;  fothatinmanypartsof  Ame. 
rica  it  is  di(lingui(hed  by  the  name 
of  the  Tobacco-worm.  The  firft 
time  it  is  difcernible,  is  when  the 
plants  have  gained  about  half  their 
height :  it  then  appears  to  be  near- 
ly as  large  as  a  gnat^  foon  after 
which  it  lengthens  into  a  worm, 
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acd  by  degre:5  increafcs  to  tbc 
Ctx  of  a  mart'i  fin^rer.  In  fliape 
it  is  regular  from  i'»  ht^o  to  its 
tail,  vbiihout  any  cioiiniitka  at 
either  exircnr.iiy  :  indented  or  rib- 
bed round  At  equal  dil^aoces,  ue.rly 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  fr'>ai  each 
other,  and  having  at  tvtry  one  of 
tbefe  divifions  a  pair  of  cbwt,  by 
which  it  fallens  itfelf  to  the  plant. 
Its  mouthy  Kke  that  of  the  cater- 
pillar^ is  placed  under  the  fore- 
part of  the  head.  On  the  top  of 
the'beady  b'tween  the  eye?,  grows 
a  hora  about  half  an  inch  in  length, 
aod  greatly  refembiing  a  thorn  ; 
the  extreme  part  of  which  is  brown, 
of  a  firm  texture,  and  fharp  point, 
ed.  By  this  horn,  as  before  ob- 
ierved,  it  is  ufually  plucked  from 
Che  leaf. 

When  the  plant  is  fit  for  gather- 
iog,  on  the  firH  morning  that  pro- 
soifes  a  fair  day,  before  the  fun  is 
rifen,  take  a  long  knife,  and  hold- 
ing the  ftalk  near  the  top  with  one 
hand,  fever  it  from  its  root  with 
theoiher,aslcwaspoflible.  Having 
doncihis,layitgenilyonthegroond, 
and  there  let  it  remain  expofcd 
u>  the  fun  throughout  the  day,  or 
until  the  leaves  are  entirely  wilted, 
as  it  is  termrd  in  America;  that 
is,  till  they  become  Iim,per,  and 
will  bend  any  way  without  break- 
ing.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  rain 
ihould  continue  without  any  in- 
tervals, and  the  plant  appears  to 
be  fu'll  ripe,  they  mufl  be  cut  down 
and  houfed  immediately.  This 
mull  be  done,  however,  with  great 
CAre,  that  the  leaves,  which  aie  in 
this  Hate  very  brittle,  may  not  be 
broken.  Being  placed  under  pro- 
per  ihclter,  either  in  a  barn  or  a 
covered  hovel,  where  they  cannot 
be  affedled  by  the  rain  or  too  much 
air,  they  mail  be  thinly  fca%tered 


00  the  floor,  aad  if  the  fom  ion 
oot  appear  for  feveral  days^  fo  that 
they  C2Q  be  laid  oot  again,  they 
muft  remain  to  wilt  in  that  nia* 
nrr ;  \^hich  b  not  indeed  fo  de- 
li rable  £s  in  the  fun,  nor  will  the 
tobacco  prcvf  quite  fo  good. 

When  tlie  leaves  have  acquired 
the  flexibility  before  defcribed,  the 
pUats  mull  be  iaid  in  heaps,  or 
rather  in  one  heap,  if  the  qoantitr 
be  not  too  great,  and  in  about 
twenty.foor  hours  they  will  be 
found  to  fweat.  But  doringKhis 
time,  when  they  bave  Jain  for  a 
little  while,  and  begin  to  ferment, 
it  is  neceflary  lo  turn  them,  tli^t 
the  whole  quantity  may  be  equally 
fermented.  The  longer  they  lie 
in  this  fituation,  thed..rker  coloor- 
ed  the  tobacco  becomes.  This  is 
termed  <fweating  the  tobacco.' 

After    they   have   lain    in   this 
manner  for  three  or  foot  days,  for 
in  a  longer  time  they  grow  mouldy, 
the  plants  may  be  tied  together  in 
pairs,  and  hong  acrofs  a  pole,  ia 
the  fame  covered  place,  a  prrper 
interval    being   left  between  each 
pair.     In  abcut  a  month  they  will 
be  thoroughly  dried,  and  of  a  proper 
temperature   to    be   taken    down. 
This  ilate  may  be  afcertained  by 
their  appearing  of  the  fame  colour 
as  ihofe  imported  from   America, 
with  which  few  are  unacquainied. 
But  this  can  be  done  at  no  other 
feafon  than  during  wet  weather; 
for  the  tobacco  greatly  abounding 
with  falts,  it  is  always  affeded  n 
there  is  the  Irafl  humidity  in  the 
aimofphere,    even    though    it   be 
hung  in  a  dry  place,     if  this  rule 
be  not  obferved,  but  they  are  re- 
moved in  dry  weather,  the  leaves 
will  crumble,   and  a  confiderable 
VaRe  will  attend  its  remoTah 


USEFUL     PROJECTS.      109 


As  foon  a«  the  plants  a^tiken 
<iowD,  they  mt^  once  more  belaid 
in  a  heap,  ;ind  preiTed  viih  heavy 
loj^s   of  wood   for  about  a  week. 
Thii  climate,   however,   may  re- 
quire a  longer  time.     WMlft  they 
remain  in  this  (late,  it  will  be  ne. 
ceflary  to  introduce  ycur  hand  fre- 
quently into  the  heap,  to  difcover 
whether   the    heat  be  not  too  ir- 
tenfe;  for  ia  large  quantities  this 
will  fometimcs  be   the  cafe,    and 
confiderable    damage    will   accrue 
from  it.     When  the  heat  exceeds 
a  moderate  glowing  warmth,  part 
of. the  weight  by  which  they  are 
comprefled    mufl  be  taken  away  ; 
and  the  caufe  being  removed,  the 
effeft    will   ceafe.     This  is  called 
%hc  '  fecond  or  lad  fweating,'  and 
when   completed,  which   it  gene- 
rally will  be  in  about  the  time  joit 
xneationed,     the    leaves    may    be 
gripped  from    the  dalks   for  ufe. 
Many  omit  this  lall  operation,  bpt 
it  takes  away  any  remaining  harfh- 
nefs,  and  renders  the  tobacco  more 
mellow.      When    the    leavei   are 
dropped  from  the  ftalks,  they  are  to 
be  tied  up  in  bunches  and  kept  in 
a.  cellar,  or  any  other -place  thaifis 
damp ;  though   if  not  handled  in 
dry,  weather,    but   only  during  a 
rainy  fcafon»  it  is  of  Uule  confe- 
quence  in  what  part  of  the  houfe 
or  bi&^n  thqy  are  laid  up.     At  this 
period  the    tobacco  is.  thorooghly 
cured,  and  equally  {proper  for  ma- 
il ufaduring  as  thai  imported  from 
tKe  colonicf*     If  it  hat  been  pro- 
perly managed,  that  raw  fiery  tafte 
fo  frequently  found  ia  the  comraoa 
.  fale  tobacco  will  be  totally  eradi- 
cated s  and  though  it  retains  all 
its  (Ireogth,  will  be  foft  and  pleaf* 
ing  in  its  flavour.     Thofe  who  are 
curious  in   their   tobacco  in*  the 


northern  colonies  of  America 
fprinkle  it,  when  made  up  into 
rolls  for  keeping,  with  fmali  com- 
mon white  wines  or  cyder,  inflead 
of  fait  water,  which  gives  it  an 
inexpreflibly  fine  flavour.. 

By  purfuing  the  rules  which  £ 
have  endeavoured  to  give  in  at 
explicit  terms  as  poflible,  cooncry 
gentlemen,  and  landholders  in  ge- 
neral, will  be  enabled  toraife  much 
better  tobacco  than  that  which  is 
ufually  imported  from  Mary  land 
or  Virginia ;  for  notwithflandiog 
there  are  not  wanting  prohibitory  > 
laws  in  thofe  countries,  to  prevenc 
the  planters  from  fending  to  mar- 
ket any  but  the  pri/icipal  leavef, 
yet  they  frequently,  to  increafe 
their  profit,  fuflFer  the  fprouts  to 
grow,  and  mix  the  fmaller  leaves 
of  ihefe  with  the  others,  which 
rtttden  them  much  inferior  in 
goodnefs* 

The  crops  that  I  have  reafon  to 
believe  may  be  raifed  in  Englaod,  • 
will  greatly  exceed  in  flavour  and 
efficacy  any  that  is  imported  from 
the  foutfiern  colonies :  for  though 
northern  climates  require  far  more 
care  and  exadnefs  to  bring  tobacco 
to  a.  proper  (late  of  maturity  than 
warmer^'Iatitudes,  yet  this  tardinefs 
of  growth  tends  to  impregnate  the 
plants  with  a  greater  quantity  of 
(alts,  and  confequently  with  that 
aromatic-  flavour  for  which  it  is 
prized,  than  is  to  be  found  in  the 
produce  of  hotter  climes,  where  it 
is  brought  to  a  Aate  of  perfedion, 
from  the  feed,  in  half  the  time 
required  in  colder  regions. 

A  pound  of  tobacco  raifed  in 
New-England  or  Nova«Scotia,  is 
fuppofed  to  contain  as  much  real 
flrength  as  two  pounds  from  .Vir- 
ginia;  and   I  doubt  not  but  that 

near 
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J^km  h  ^-  Pr^BkUn  m/  Hrw  DiU 
fjaiple,  ftr  kemfiim^  diJUm  n- 

THE  coootnr  called  in  the 
maps  Nrw  Zealmwd^  has  been 
difcOYerrd  bj  the  EmiUm^fmr,  to  be 
two  iflands,  together  as  large  as' 
Great  Britain  :  t hefe  i  (laods,  o anied 
Jc^^Momaw^e  aod  T9vj'f§€mmam» 
mto,  are  in  habited  by  a  brave  aod 
generODs  race,  who  are  deflicote  of 
fom,  fmwU,  and  all  quadrupeds,  ex- 
cept dugs. 

Thele  circomftances  being  mea« 
tiooed  lately  in  a  company  of  men 
of  liberal  fentiments^  it  was  ob- 
ferved  that  it  feemfd  incmmhemt  on 
fuch  a  conn  try  as  this,  to  comae- 
nicate  to  ail  others  the  conTenieB- 
cies  of  life  which  we  enjoy. 

T>r.  Franklin,  whofe  life  bis 
ever  been  direded  to  pit>moce  the 
true  intereft  of  fociety,  faid,  ••  he 
**  would,  with  all  his  heart, /k^ 
**  fcribe  to  a  voyage  intended  to 
**  commnnicate  iu  general  thoie 
**  benefits  which  we  enjoy,  to 
**  conntries  deilitote  of  tbem  in 
•*  the  remote  parts  of  the  globe." 
This  propofition  being  warmly 
adopted  by  the  reft  of  the  com- 
pany, Mr.  Dalrymple,  then  pre- 
ient,  was  induced  to  offer  to  un- 
dertake the  command  on  foch  an 
expeditioa. 

On  mature  refleaion,  this  fcheme 
appears  the  more  honourable  to 
the  national  chtraaer  of  any  which 
can  be  conceived,  as  it  is  groandcd 
on   the  nobleft  principle  of  be- 

*  Thefe  propofalt  were  printed  upon  a  iheet  of  paper  fome  two  or  three  ycare 
ago,  and  diftiibuted.  The  parti  written  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Dalrymple 
arc  eafily  dtftinguifbed.  '^ 


near  double  the  quantity  of  iaits 
sri^'Dt  be  ex^raded  from  it  by  a 
cher:.ic<:I  procefs. 

I  {h^fi  alTij  jufl  add,  though  the 
example  c^n  only  be  followed  in 
p;inicul2r  part*  oif  tbeie  kiagdoms, 
that  the  Amf-ricans  ufually  chnfe 
for  t.ie  place  where. they  intend  to 
make  the  (eedliog-bed,  part  of  a 
copfe,  or  a  fpot  oi  ground  co- 
vered .with  v^ood,  of  which  they 
burn  down  foch  a  portion  as  they 
think  neceiTary.  Having  done 
this,  they  rake  up  the  fubjacent 
mould,  and  mixing  it  with  the 
aOies  thus  produced ,  fow  therein 
the  feed,  without  adding  any  other 
manure,  or  taking  any  other  fteps. 
Where  this  method  cannot  be  pur- 
fucd,  wood-a(hef  may  be  (Irewed 
over  the  mould  in  which  the  feed 
is  defigned  to  be  fown. 

To  the  nfes  already  known, 
there  is  another  to  which  tobacco 
might  be  applied,  that  I  believe 
has  never  been  thought  of  by  Eu- 
ropeans ;  and  which  may  render  it 
much  more  eftimable  than  any 
other.  It  has  been  found  by  the 
Americans  to  anfwer  the  pun)ofe 
of  tanning  leather,  as  well,  if  not 
better,  than  bark;  and  was  not 
the  latter  fo  plentiful  in  their 
country,  would  be  generally  ofed 
by  them  inftead  of  it.  1  have 
been  witoefs  to  many  experiments 
wherein  it  has  proved  fdcccfsfol, 
efpecially  on  the  thinner  (brts  of 
hides,  and  can  fafely  pronounce 
it  to  be,  in  countries  where  bark 
is  fcarce,  a  valuable  fnbftitote  for 
that  article. 


ACtro^ 


USEFUL     PROJECTS.       iii 


nevolence.  Good  intentions  are 
often  fraftrated  by  letting  them 
remain  indigefted  ;  on  this  confix 
deration  Mr.  Dalrymple  was  in. 
duced  to  put  the  outlines  on  paper» 
which  are  now  publiflied,  that  by 
.  an  early  commvaication  there  msy 
be  a  better  opportunity  of  colled- 

*  ing  all  the  hints  which  can  con- 
duce ta  execute  effedlually  the  be. 

,  nevolent  purpofe  '  of  the  expedi- 
tion, in  cafe  it  (hould  meet  with 
general  approbation « 

On  this  fcheme  being  (hewn  to 
Dr.  Franklin,  he  communicated 
his  fentiment8»  by  way  of  introduc- 
tion, to  the  following  effefl : 

**  Britain  is  faid  to  have  pro- 
«•«  duced  originally    nothing    but 

.  •*  Jlois.  What  vaft  advantages 
*^  have  bpep  comniuoicated  io.her 
•«  by  the  fruits,  feeds,  roots,  hcr- 

,««  bage,  animal.s  and  arts  of  other 
•'  countries !  We  are  by  their 
*'  means  become  a  wealthy  and  a 
'*  mighty  nation,  abounding  in 
"  all  good  things.  Does  not  fome 
"  duty  hence  arife  from  us  towards 
"  other  countries  Hill  remaining 
**  in  our  former  flate? 

'*  Britain  is  now  the  firft  mari. 
*«  time  power  in  the  world.  Her 
"  Ihips  are  innumerable,  capable 

•  "  by  theirfbrm,  fize^andftrength, 
'*  of  failing  all  feas.  Our  fea. 
**  men  are  equally  bold,  (kilful, 
'*  and  hardy ;  dexterous  in  ex- 
*'  ploring  the  remoteft  regioni^ 
*•  ready  to  engage  in  voyages 
**  to  unknown  countries,  (hough 
<*  auended  wiih  the  greateft  dan- 
'^  gers.  The  inhabitants  of  thofe 
«*  coun trier,  our  fillow  meriy  have 
*'  canoes  only;  not  knowing  iron, 
•'  they  cannot  build  (hips;  they 
**  have  little  aftronomy,  and  no 
<<  knowledge  of  the  compafs  to 
"  guide  them  :  they  cannot  there« 


fore  come  to  us,  or  obtain  any 
of  our  advantages.  From  thffe 
circ  am  (lances,  does  not  fome 
duty  feem  to  arife  from  us  to 
them  ?  Does  not  Providence,  by 
thefediilingui(hing  favours,  (eem 
to  call  on  us  to  do  fomething 
ourfelves  for  the  common  in- 
tereft  of  humanity? 
"  Thofe  who  think  it  their 
dury  to  a(k  bread  and  other 
ble(fings  daily  from  heaven, 
would  they  not  think  it  equally 
a  duty  to  communicate  of  thofe 
bledings  when  they  have  re- 
ceived them;  and  (how  their 
gratitude  to  their  great  Bene- 
faflor  by  the  only  means  in 
their  powe^,  promotingthe  hap- 
pinefs  of  Jiis  other  children  I 
*^  Cms  is  faid  to  have  made  a 
journey  through  many  countries 
to  teath  the  ufe  of  corn,  and 
the  art  of  railing  it«  For  this 
fingle  benefit  the  grateful  na- 
tions deified  her.  How  much 
more  may  £neli(hmen  deferve 
fuch  honour,  by  communicat- 
ing the  knowledge  and  ufe  not 
of  corn  only,  but  of  all  the 
other  enjoyments  earth  can  pro- 
duce, and  which  they  are  now 
in  po(reflion  of.  Communittr  bona 
profundiri,  Deum  fft, 
"  Manv  voyages  have  beea 
undertaken  with  vieus  of  profit 
or  of  plunder,  or  to  gratify  re- 
fentment ;  to  procure  fome  ad- 
vantage  to  ourfelves,  or  do  fome 
mifchief  to  others :  but  a  voy. 
age  is  now  propofed  to  vifit  a 
diilant  people  on  the  other  (ide 
the  globe ;  not  to  cheat  them, 
not  to  rob  them,  not  to  feize 
their  lands,  or  endave  their 
perfons ;  but  merely  to  do 
them  good,  and  make  them, 
as  far  as  in  our  power  lies,' to 
«*  live 
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«*  live    as    comforubijr    as    oor* 
•«  felres. 

"  it  feeirs  a  ItndaUe  with,  tlaC 
•'  all  tbe  narions  of  cbe  earth  were 
•«  conoecTf  i  bjr  a  knowledge  of 
•<  each  other,  and  a  matoat  ez- 
**  chaoge  cf  benefits :  bst  a 
—  commercial  nation  particularly 
•«  fhonld  wifh  for  a  general  cin- 
•*  lizaticn  of  mankindy  fince  tr«de 
•<  is  always  carried  on  to  mnch 
••  greater  extent  with  people  %ho 


«<  bare  the  arts  a«d  coaveBiefcitt 
**  of  life,  than  k  caa  be  wilk 
"  Baked  fiTagea.  We  nay  tbere» 
'<  fore  hope  im  U:is  nodertakiag 
**  to  be  of  Ibme  fenrice  id  ocr 
'*  cooauy,  as  well  as  to  chofe 
««  poor  people,  who,  hcmever  dif* 
«'  taoc  from  us,  aro  in  traik  le* 
*<  laied  10  as,  aad  whole  iBCereftf 
««  do,  10  Iboie  degree^  coMcm 
«'  e^ery  oat  who  caa  ikj  Ham 
•'  yiw/*  5rc. 


Scheme  cf  a  vojage  hj  fabfcriftUn^  to  convey  the  coa  veoiencies  of  life,  is 
fowls,  hogf,  ^oau,  cattle,  com,  iron,  &c.  to  thoie  remote  r^ioas 
which  are  drditote  of  them,  and  to  Ariog  from  theace  fodi  produc- 
tions as  can  be  caltivated  in  this  kingdom  to  the  advantage  of  io- 
ciety,  in  a  (hip  onder  the  command  of  Alexander  DedrjmfU. 

Ott  or  barky  from  the  coal  trade,  of  350  tons,  eftixnated 

at  about  —  —  —  — 

Extra  expences,  ftores,  boaci,  fcc.        ..  .^  «^ 


To  be  auQiied  with  60  mea  at 

4  ftr  man  fer  1 

240 
12 


%/x^ 


Mth 


2,880  fet  aannm 
3 


^^Ko^}      8.640  for  th.ec  year.  ^i 


8,640 


Ctrgo  indoded,  foppofed 

The  expences  of  this  expedition 
art  calculated  for  three  years ;  bat 
the  greateft  part  of  the  amount  of 
'wages  will  not  be  wanted  till  the 
ihip  returns,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  expence  of  proviiions  will  be 
iaved  by  what  is  obtained  in  the 
courfe  of  the  voyage  by  barter  or 
•therwife,  though  it  is  proper  to 


—  —  ^-        15,000 

Biakt  provifion  for  coattagencies. 

Extraff  of  a  Letter  to  Dr.  PercivaU 
concerning  the  Provtficm  made  Ib 
China  againft  Famine. 

««  I  HAVE  fomewiaere  read»  thit 
in  China  an  aceoant  is  yearly 
taken  of  the  number  of  people^  aad 

the 
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the  quantities  of  prorifion  pro* 
doced.  This  account  is  iranfmit* 
ted  to  the  Emperor,  whofe  Mini* 
fters  can  thence  forefee  a  fcarctty 
likely  to  happen  .  in  any  proTince, 
and  from  what  province  it  can  beft 
be  fupplied  in  good- time.  To  fa* 
cilicate.  the  colleding  of  this  ac« 
coont,  and  prevent  the  neceffity 
of  entering  hoofes  and  fpending 
time  in  aiking  a'nd  anfweriog 
qaefttons,  each  houfe  is  farniihed 
with  a  little  board  to  be  hung 
without  the  door,  during  a  cer- 
tain time  each  year;  on  which 
board  are  marked  certain  words, 
againft  which  the  inhabitant  is  to 
mark  number  or  quantity,  fome* 
what  in  this  manner: 


Men, 
Women, 
Children, 
Rice  or  Wheat, 
Ple(h,  Sec. 


All  under  i6  are  accounted  chil* 
dren,  and  all  above,  men  and 
women.  Any  other  particulars 
which  the  government  dcfires  in* 
formation  of,  are  occafionaDy 
marked  on  the  fame  boards.  Thus 
the  officers  appointed  to  collet  the 
accounts  in  each  diRrid,  have  only 
to  pafft  before  the  doors,  and  enter 
into  their  book ,  what  they  find 
marked  on  the  board,  without 
giving  the  leaft  trouble  to  the  fa- 
mily. There  is  a  penalty  on 
marking  falfely,  and  as  neigh* 
hours  muft  know  nearly  the  truth 
of  each  others  account,  they  dare 
not  expofe  themfelves  by  a  falfe 
one^  to  each  others  accufation. 
Perhaps  fuch  a  regulatiou  is  fcarcc« 
If  pradicable'  with  os,'' 

Vol.  XXII. 


F^fititns  U  hi  Examimi. 

1.  ALL  food  or  fnbfifleace  for 
mankind  arife  from  the  earth  or 
waters. 

2.  Neceflaries  of  life  that  are 
not  foods,  aad  all  other  conve* 
niencies,  have  their  values  efti* 
mated  by  the  proportion  of  food 
con  fumed  while  we  are  employed 
in  procuring  them. 

3.  A  fffl^H  people  with  a  large 
territory  may  fubfift  on  the  pro* 
dudlions  of  nature,  with  no  other 
labour  than  that  of  gathering  the 
vegetables  aud  catching  the  ani* 
mats. 

4.  A  brge  people  with  a  fmall 
territory  finds  tbefe  infnffictent, 
and  to  fubfifl,  muft  labour  the 
earth,  to  make  it  produce  greater 
quantities  of  vegetable  food,  fait- 
able  for  the  nourifliment  of  men, 
and  of  the  animals  they  intend  to 
eat. 

5.  From  this  labour  arifes  t 
gnat  iucrea/t  of  vegetable  and  ani* 
mal  food,  and  of  materials  for 
clothing,  as  flax,  wool,  filk,  &C 
The  fuperflttity  of  thefe  is  wealth* 
With  this  wealth  we  pay  for  the 
labour  employed  in  building  our 
houfes,  cities,  &c.  which  are 
therefore  only  fubfiftence  thus  me* 
tamorphofed. 

6.  Manufa^urts  are  only  miotbir 
Jbafi  into  which  fo  much  provi* 
fions  and  fubfiftence  are  turned, 
as  were  equml  im  'oalui  to  the  ma* 
nufaftttres  produced.  This  ap* 
pears  from  hence,  that  the  mann* 
f^artt  does  not,  in  fafl,  obtain 
from  the  employer,  for  his  labour, 
mtri  than  a  mere  fubfiftence,  ia* 
eluding  raiment,  fuel  and  flielteri. 
all  which  derive  their  value  from 
the  provifioQs  cenfained  in  pro* 
euriog  them* 

I  7.  The 
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7«  The  produce  of  the  earthy 

thus  converted  into  manufafturesy 
may  be  more  eafily  carried  to  cjif- 
tant  markets  than  before  fuch  con* 
Terfion. 

8.  Fair  e^mmtret  is,  where  equal 
values  are  exchanged  for  equal » 
the  expence  of  tranfport  included. 
-Thus,  if  it  cods  A  in  England  as 
snuch  labour  and  charge  to  raife 
a  bufliel  of  wheat,  as  it  cofts  B  in 
France  to  produce  four  gallons  of 
wine,  then  are  four  gallons  of 
wine  xYip  fair  exchange  for  a  bufhel 
of  wheat,  A  and  B  meeting  at 
half  diftance  with  their  commodi- 
ties to  make  the  exchange.  The 
advantage  of  this  fair  commerce 
is,  that  each"  party  increafes  the 
number  of  his  enjoyments,  hav- 
ing, infiead  of  wheat  alone,  or 
wine  alone,  the  ufe  of  both  wheat 
and  wine. 

9.  Where  the  labour  and  ex- 
pence  of  producing  both  commo- 
dities are  known  to  both  parties, 
bargains  will  generally  be  fair  and 
equal.  Where  they  are  known 
to  one  party  only,  bargains  will 
often  be  unequal,  knowledge  tak- 
ing its  advantage  of  ignorance,  v 

10.  Thus  he  that  carries  looo 
bnfhels  of  wheat  abroad  to  fell, 
may  not  probably  obtain  fo  great 
a  profit  thereon,  as  if  he  had  fit^ 
turned  the  wheat  into  manufac- 
tures, by  fobfifting  therewith  the 
workmen  while  producing  thofe 
manufaiElures:  fince  there  are  many 
expediting  and  facilitajting  methods 
of  working,  not  generally  known  ; 
ami  llrangers  to  the  manufadures, 
though  they  know  pretty  well  the 
expence  ot  /-^ifing  wheat,  are  un« 
acquainted  with  thofe  fliort  nr<* 
thods  of  working,  and  thence  be. 
ing  apt  to   fuppofe  more  labour 


employed  in  the  manofaftofef  thai 
there  really  is,  are  more  eafily  iiB« 
p<ifed  on  in  their  vstlne,  and  ia« 
duced  to  allow  more  for  them  than 
they  are  honeftly  worth. 

1 1.  Thus  the  advantage  of  hav« 
ing  manufactures  in  a  country, 
does  not  confift,  as  is  commonly 
fuppofed,  in  their  highly  advanc* 
ing  the  value  of  rough  materially 
of  which  they  are  formed;  fince^ 
though  fix-pennyworth  of  flax  may 
be  worth  twenty  (billings  when 
worked  into  lace,  yet  the  very 
caufe  of  its  being  worth  twenty 
(killings  is,  that,  befides  the  flax, 
it  has  coit  nineteen  (hillings  and 
fixpence  in  fubfiftenie  to  the  ma- 
nufadurer.  But  the  advinuge 
of  manufactures  is,  that  under 
their  (hape  provifions  may  be  more 
eafily  carried  to  a  foreign  market ; 
and  by  their  means  our  traders 
may  more  eafily  cheat  (Irangers. 
Few,  where  it  is  not  made,  are 
judges  of  the  value  of  lace.  The 
importer  may  demand  forty,  and 
perhaps  get  thirty  ihillinga  for  that 
which  colt  him  but  twenty. 

12.  Finally,  there  feem  to  be 
but  three  ways  for  a  nation  to  ac- 
quire wealth.  The  fir  ft  is  by  «;jr, 
as  the  ^ivrtfff/ did,  in  plundering 
their  conquered  neighbours.  This 
is  rtfWfr;.— The  fecond  by  cmi- 
miree,  which  is  generally  chtatimg. 
—The  third  by  agriculture^  the 
only  bonefi  ^vaj;  wherein  man  re- 
ceives a  real  increafe  of  the  feed 
thrown  into  the  ground,  in  a  kind 
of  continual  miracle  wrought  by 
the  hand  of  God  in  his  favour,  as 
a  reward  for  his  innocent  life,  and 
his  virtuous  indullry. 

B.  F. 

April  4,  1769. 

Specie 
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9fiCiJUatien  of  Dr.  Higgxn*/  P^int 

for  a  mw-ittVintgdH^aiir-Cimini 
§r  Siacco, 

To  ail  whom  tbifi  PrtfetUt  Jball 
gome,  tic. 

I^T  O  W  know  ye  that  in  com. 
JL^  pliance  with  the  faid  pro- 
vifoe,  I  the  faid  B.  H.  do  hereby 
declare  that  my  invention  of  a  wa« 
ter  cement  or  ftucco,  foi'  building, 
i'epairingy  and  plaftering  walls,  and 
for  other  porpofet,  is  defcribed  ia 
the  manner  following  (that  is  to 
fay)  drift  fand,  or  quarry*  fand, 
which  condils  chiefly  of  hardquar- 
tofe  flat  faced  grains  with  fliarp 
angles ;  which  is  the  freed,  or 
may  be  mod  eafily  freed  by  wa(h- 
ing,  from  clay,  falts,  and  calca- 
reous, gypfeous,  or  other  grains  lefs 
hard  ana  durable  than  quartz ; 
which  contains  the  fmalleft  quan- 
tity of  pyrites  or  heavy  metallic 
matter  infeparable  by  wafhing; 
and  which  fuflTers  the  fmallell  di- 
minution of  its  bulk  in  walking  in 
the  following  manner,  is  to  be 
preferred  before  any  other.  And 
where  a  coarfe  and  a  fine  fand  of 
this  kind,  and  correfponding  in 
the  iize  of  their  grains  with  the 
coarfe  and  fine  fands  hereafter  de- 
fcribed, cannot  be  eafily  procured, 
let  fuch  fand  of  the  foregoing 
quality  be  chofen,  as  may  be  fort- 
ed  and  cleanfed  in  the  following 
manner : 


Let  the  fand  be  fifted  in  fiream- 
ing  clear  water,  through  a  fieie 
which  ihall  give  paflage  to  all  fuck 
grains  as  do  not  exceed  one  fix- 
teenth  of  an  inch  in  diameter; 
and  let  the  ftream  of  water  and 
the  fifting  be  regulated  fo  that  all 
the  fand,  which  is  much  finer  than 
the  Lynn-fand  commonly  nfed  in  the 
London  glafs-houfes,  together  with 
clay  and  every  other  matter  fpeci- 
fically  lighter  than  fand,  may  be 
wafhed  away  with  the  Hream, 
whilfl  the  purer  and  coarfer  fand» 
which  pafies  through  the  fieve^ 
fub^de^  in  a  convenipnt receptacle, 
and  whilft  the  coarfe  rubbifli  and 
fhingle  f  remain  on  the  fieve,  to 
be  rejefted. 

Let  the  fand  which  thus  fubfidee 
in  the  receptacle,  be  wafhed  in 
clean  ilreaming  water,  through  a 
finer  fieve,  fo  as  to  be  furtheo* 
cleanfed  and  forted  into  two  par- 
cels ;  a  coarfer,  which  will  re- 
main in  the  dtvc,  which  is  to-  give 
paflage  to  fuch  grains  of  fand  only 
as  are  lefs  than  one  thirtieth  of  an 
inch  in  diameter,  and  which  is  to 
be  faved  apart  under  the  name  of 
coarfe  fand ;  and  a  finer,  which 
will  pafs  through  the  fieve  and  fub- 
fide  in  the  water,  and  which  is  to 
be  faved  apart  under  the  name  of 
fine  fand. — Let  the  coarfe  and  the 
fine  fand  be  dried  feparately,  el* 
ther  in  the  fun,  or  on  a  clean  iron 
plate  fet  on  a  conveiuent  furnace^ 
in  the  manner  of  a  faiid  heat  (• 


^       •  This  is  commonly  called  pit- fand.  ' 

t  I  find  that  I  have  ufcd  this  word  improperly^  on  bad  authority.    The 
.  reader  is  re<]^uefted  to  read  rubble  inftead  of  ihingle  throughout  this  ipecifica- 
tion. 

X  The  fand  ought  to  be  flirred  up  continually  until  it  is  driedy  ahd  is  then  to 
.  be  taken  off  j  for  otherwife  the  evaporation  will  be  very  flow,  and  the  fand  which 
lies  next  the  iron  plate,  by  being  overheated,  will  be  difcoloured* 
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Let  li«e  be  ckofin  •  vkidb  h  hj  plvsgiag   it  ia   a  boct  AM 

Ame  !u»e«  which  beau  cbe  cioi  wi^li  (oh  watrr  a*^  ni£a^  ic  oaf 

ii  fjkiar,  aad  faket  the  qakket  qalckif ,  asd  faferiBg  ic  to  htii 

I  Mj  wattrrd ;  wbick  is  che  aad  fasre.  a«d  b^  tepcaciit^  tkit 


fidhei   fliade  aod   ck>M    kept;  ptegiof  and  raifia^  alierBatej. 

which  diflblvct  ia  difilJed   viae-  aad  agiutia^  tke   live,  aatil  it 

gar   with   tke  leaft  efenrefceece,  be  aiade  to  |m(s  tkroagk  eke  £e«c 

sad  Icafet  die  faiallef  refidae  ia*  into  tke  water  ;  aad  let  tke  part 

Mable,    and  ia   tkts  reidae  tke  of  tke  liaie  wkick  doea  aot  eailf 

fiaaUeft  oaaatity  of  claj  {ypfoai  paft  ckroa^k  tl-eieve  be  reieded: 

or  strttu  satter.  and  letfrdaporticasof  tkeKaKbe 

Let  tke  lime  cbofea  accm^diag  tkes  qM,  aatil  as  vaay  t  oaacci 

to  tbeie  important  ^olei,   be   pat  of  liac  bare  paied  tkro'  the  fiete, 

ia  a  bralf-wired  fiere  to  the  qaan-  as  there  aie  qaaits  of  water  in  the 

titjr  of  foorteea  pO'jods.    Let  the  butt.     Let  the  water  tkos  iaiprcg- 

ieve  be  iner  than  eiiker  of  tke  nated  iaod  in  tke  bntt  dofelj  co- 

Ibrrgoiag  s  tke  finer,  the  better  it  rtred  I  ondl   it   becoaies  clear; 

will  be :  let  tke  Hoe  be  flaked  f  and  tkrough  wooden  (  cocka  placed 

^  Tke  prcfomce  gmn  to  tbne  Hme  it  fcnnded  on  the  preiest  pradice  in  the 
buiBliiR  of  lime,  and  on  the  aiofcr  texture  of  it,  which  picveau  it  fran  beii^  £» 
Ikon  injured  by  cspoftnT  to  the  air,  as  the  more  fpongv  chalk  lime  is  s  cot  oa 
Ike  popular  notion  tba;  ftone  Ijnr^  hat  fcancthic^  in  it  whorby  it  excels  the  beft 
chalk  m  the  crmenting  properties.  Ths  rypftna  contaiiied  in  lime  ftone  re* 
■Mint  unaltered  or  very  httle  altered  in  the  Hne,  after  the  bom-ng;  bet  it  is 
not  to  be  expeAed  that  clay  or  martial  matter  fl&ciild  be  found  in  their  nati^ 
Aate,  in  well  oumed  lime  $  for  they  concrete  or  Titrify  with  a  part  of  the  cal* 
careoas  earth,  and  conftitute  the  hard  grains  or  lumps,  which  remain  undi(^ 
Iblved  in  weak  acids,  or  are  ftparablc  from  the  flaked  lime  by  fifiing  it  imme* 
dtstelythroogh  a  fiere. 

f  This  method  of  impregnating  the  water  with  lime  is  not  the  only  one 
which  may  be  adopted.     It  is  hofieeer  preferred  before  others,  becauie  ibe  wa- 
irr  clears  the  iboner  in  confequenca  of  its  being  wArmed  by  the  flaking  line, 
and  the  gypieoot  part  of  the  lime  does  not  diffuse  itd-lf  in  the  water  fo  nctU  in 
this  way,  at  it  does  when  the  lime  is  fliked  to  fine  powr^er  in  the  common  me- 
thodt  and  is  then  blended  with  the  water  |  for  the  gypfeous  part  of  the  lime 
flakes,  at  flrft,  into  grains,  rather  than  into  fine  po^er,  and  will  remain  on 
the  fievf,  after  the  pure  lime  has  pafled  through,  long  enough  to  admit  of  the 
intended  feparation ;  but  when  the  lime  is  othtrwtfe  fljiked,  the  gypieous  grains 
have  time  to  flake  to  a  finer  powder,  and  pafllng  through  the  ticve,  diflbiTe  ia 
the  aralcr  along  with  the  lime.    I  hare  imagined  that  other  advantages  attended 
this  method  ot  preparing  the  Ihna  water,  but  I  cannot  yet  fpeak  of  tbem  with 
prtcifion, 

{  If  tke  water  conuins  no  more  acidulous  gas  than  is  nihally  found  in  ri- 
•  irar  or  rain,  water,  a  fourtii  part  of  this  quahtity  of  lime,  or  leU»  will  be  fufli* 
eient* 

I  The  calcareous  craft  which  forms  on  the  forface  of  the  water  oaght  not  to 
ke  brokct  for  it  af&Hs  in  excluding  the  tit  and  preventing  tbe  abibiptM  of  aci« 
dolous  gas  whtieby  the/lime  water  is  fpoiled. 

^  BnU  cocks  arc  apt  to  colour  a  put  of  the  Uquor. 
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•t  different  heights  in  the  butt, 
jet  the  clear  liquor  be  drawn  off 
as  *  fad  and  as  low  as  the  lime 
fubfides,  for  ufe.  This  clear  liquor 
I  call  the  cementing  liquor  f  •  The 
freer  the  water  is  from  faline  matter, 
the  better  will  be  the  cementing  li- 
quor made  with  it. 

Let  fifty. fix  pounds  of  the  tfore- 
faid  rhofen  lime  be  flaked,  by  gra* 
dually  fprinkling  on  it,  and  eipe- 
cially  on  the  unSaked  pieces,  the 
cementing  liquor,  in  a  clofe  %  clean 
place.  Let  the  flaked  part  be  im- 
mediately II  fj  f ted  through  the  laft 
mentioned  fine  brafs-wired  dcve  : 
Let  the  lime  which  pafles  be  ufed 
inftuncly  or  kept  in  air-tight  vef- 
fels,  and  let  the  part  of  the  lime 
which  does  not  pafs  through  the 
&tyc,  be  rejefted  {.^—This  finer 
richer  part  of  the  lime  which  pafl^s 


through  the  fieve,  I  call  pnrifitd 
]ime« 

Let  bone-afli  be  prepared  in  tkt 
ufual  manner  by  grinding  tbe 
whiteft  burnt  bones,  boc  let  it  be 
fifted  CO  be  much  finer  than  the 
bone-a(h  commonly  fold  for  making 
cupels. 

The  rooft  eligible  mateiiali  fiir 
making  my  cement  being  thnspre* 
pared  :  take  fifty-fix  pounds  ot  the 
coarfe  fand  and  forty«two  poundt 
of  the  fine  fand ;  mix  them  on  4 
lar^e  plank  of  hard  wood  placed 
honzontally  ;  then  foread  the  fand 
fo  that  it  may  ftand  to  the  beifflit 
of  fix  inches  with  a  flat  inr* 
face  on  ihe  plank  ;  wet  it  witk 
the  cementing  li<|^uor ;  and  let  any 
.fuperfluous  quantity^  of  the  Hqnort 
which  the  Und  in  the  conditioa 
defcribed  cannot  reuin,  flow  awaj 


^  Lim;  water  cannot  bei&ept  many  days  unimpaired,  in  any  yeflelt  diat  are  not 
pci-fc6^1y  air-tight.  If  the  hquor  be  drawn  off  before  it  clears,  it  wiU  contain 
t^hiti'.g,  which  is  injurious ;  and  if  it  be  not  inftantly  ufed,  after  it  it  drawn 
limpid  from  the  butt  into  open  veffels,  it  will  grow  turbid  again,  and  dtpofit  the 
lime  changed  to  whiting  l»y  the  gas  abfoHKd  hx>m  the  air.  The  cidcaredns  mat* 
ter  which  iubfides  in  the  butt,  referobles  whiting  ihc  more  nearly,  as  the  lime  hat 
been  more  fpariagly  tinployed  j  in  the  contrary  €ircumftancet»  it  approaches  to  the 
nature  of  lime  i  and  in  the  intermediate  ftate,  it  is  fit  for  the  common  compofltioii 
of  the  plaifterers  for  infide  itucco. 

t  At  the  time  of  writing  this  fpecificntton  I  preferred  this  term  before  that  of 
lime- water,  •n  grounds  which  I  had  not  fufficiently  examined. 

X  The  vapour  which  arifes  in  the  flaking  of  the  lime  contribatet  grcatlv  t^ 
the  fluking  of  thefe  pieces  which  lie  in  its  way  {  and  an  onneceffiuy  inme  of  tkt 
liquor  is  presented,  by  applying  it  to  the  lime  heaped  in  a  pit  or  in  a  Te6l,  which 
may  re(ii  aio  the  iflue  of  the  vapour,  and  direct  it  through  the  mt(t.  If  more  of 
the  liquor  be  ufed  than  is  neceffiry  to  flake  the  lime,  it  will  create  error  in  wdehing 
the  flaked  powder,  and  will  prevent  a  part  of  it  from  pafling  freelj  through  the. 
fieve.  The  liquid  is  therefore  to  be  ufed  fpahngly,  and  the  lime  wluch  hat  ocaptd 
its  a£l ion  is  to  be  i^M-inkled  apart  with  frefli  liquor*       ^       . 

I  When  the  ag^-^tion  of  the  lumps  ot  lime  is  thus  broken,  it  it  tropairt4 
much  ftjoDcr  than  it  is  in  tlie  former  ttate,  becaofe  the  air  more  fireely  penradet 
it. 

^  Berauie  it  confifls  of  heterogeneons  matter,  or  of  ill  burnt  lime;  which  laft 
will  flake  and  pafs  through  the  fiere,  if  the  lime  be  not  immediately  mid  after  the 
flaking,  agrecaok  to  the  tau 
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of  the  pUuik.    To  the  wetted  (asd 
add  iamrvttn  poands  of  the  psri- 
Ced  line  in  (ereral  facceffive  por- 
tiottf»   flDziaf  and  beating  tkem 
'  mp  logtthtt  in  die  mean  time  witli 
fbe  isiromeau  generally  nicd  in 
snaking  €ne    awftar:    then   add 
Ibarteea  pounds  of  the  booe-afh 
in  facccwve  portions,  mixing  and 
beating  altogether.    The  qoicker 
and  the  more  perfcdlj  thefe  ma- 
terials are  mixed  and  beaten  to- 
gether, and  the  (boner  the  cement 
thns  formed  is  uM,  the  better  *  it 
will  be.    This  I  call  the  water  ce- 
.flientcoaHe  grained,  which  is  to 
be  applied  in  boilding,  pointing, 
.  plaftering,  ftoccoing,  or  other  work, 
asmortaraodfiucconoware;  with 
this  difference  chiefly,  that  as  this 
cement  is  (horter  than  mortar  or 
common  ftncco,  and  dries  fooner, 
it  ought  to  be  worked  expediti- 
oofly  in  all  cafes,  and  in  ftoccoing 
it  ooght  to  be  laid  o^  by  Aiding 
the  Uowel  upwards  on  it;  that  the 
materials  ofed  along  with  this  ce- 
ment in  bailding,  or  the  ground 
on  which  it  is  to  be  laid  in  floe* 
coing,  ought  to   be   well  wetted 
with  the  cementing  liquor,  io  the 
ioflant  of  laying  on  the  cement ; 
and  that  the  cementing  liquor  is 


Co  be  uicd  when  it  in  neccfarj  » 
Doiftea  the  cement,  or  wbea  a  li- 
qoid  is  required  to  fadlitaie  the 
floatiBg  of  the  ceoieBt. 

When  foch  ceihent  is  reqaircd  to 
be  of  a  fiber  teziare;  take  ninety* 
eight  pouods  of  the  £ae  land,  wet 
it  with  the  cemeating  liquor,  and 
mix  it  with  the  pnri£ea  lioie  and 
the  bone-a(h  in  the  quantities  and 
in  the  manner  above  defcribed, 
with  ibis  difference  only,  that  fif- 
teen pounds  of  lime,  or  f  there- 
abouts, are  to  be  uftd  inftead  of 
fourteen  pounds,  if  the  greater 
part  of  the  facd  be  as  fine  as 
Lynn  (and.  This  I  call  water  ce-  , 
mfDt  £ne  grained.  It  is  to  be 
nfed  in  giving  the  laft  coating  or 
the  finiih  to  any  work  intended  to 
imitate  the  finer  grained  floaesor 
ftncco.  But  it  may  be  applied  to 
all  the  ufes  of  the  water  cement 
coarfe  grained,  and  in  the  fiuie 
manner. 

When  for  any  of  the  foregoing 
pnrpofcs  of  pointing,  building,  tiTr. 
fuch  a  cement  is  required  much 
cheaper  and  coarfer  grained,  then, 
much  coarfer  clean  fand  than  the 
foregoing  coarfe  fand,  or  well 
waihed  fine  (  (hingle,  is  to  be  pro- 
vided.     Of  this  coarfeft  fand  or 


^  Thefe  proportions  are  intended  for  a  cement  made  with  (harp  (and,  for  in- 

^jCruftadon  in  expofed  fituations,  where  it  is  neceflary  to  guard  againft  the  elFc£ls  of 

hot  weather  and  rain.    In  general  half  this  quantity  of  bone-afiiet  will  be  found 

fufficient  i  and  although  the  incruftation  in  this  latter  cafe  will  not  harden  deeply  fo 

ibon,  it  will  be  ultimately  ftronger,  provided  the  weather  be  favourable. 

The  injuries  which  lime  and  mortar  fuftain,  by  expofure  to  the  air,  before  the  ce- 
ment is  finally  placed  in  aquiefcent  ftate^  are  great:  and  therefore  our  cement  is 
the  worfe  for  being  long  beaten,  but  the  better  as  it  is  quickly  beaten  until  die 
iniature  is  eife£^ed»  and  no  longer. 

t  The  quantity  of  bone-aihet  is  not  to  be  increaied  with  that  of  the  Ume  s 
but  it  is  to  be  lelFened  ai  the  expofure  and  purpofes  of  the  work  will  a(U 
mit.  ^ 

.     ^  Rubble. 
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(hingle  *  take  fifty-fix  poandi^  of 
the  foregoing  coarfe  fand  twenty, 
eight  poandt,  and  of  the  fine  fand 
fourteen  poands;  and  after  mixing 
thefe  and  wetting  them  with  the 
cementing  Hqaor  in  the  foregoing 
manner,  add  fourteen  poands,  pr 
fomewhat  lefs  of  the  f  purified  lime, 
and  then  fourteen  pounds,  or  fomt. 
what  lefs,  of  the  bone-a(h,  mixing 
them'  together  in  the  manner  al- 
ready defcribed.  When  my  cement 
is  required  to  be  white, white  fand, 
white  lime,  and  the  whiteft  bone- 
a(h  are  to  be  chofen.  Grey  fand 
and  grey  bone-afii  formed  of  half 
burnt  bones,  are  to  be  chofen  to 
make  the  cement  grey ;  and  any 
othercolourof  the  cement  is  obtain. 
ed,eitherbychoofing  coloured  fand, 
or  by  the  ad  mixture  of  the  necefiary 
quantity  of  coloured  talc  in  pow- 
der, or  of  coloured  vitreous  or  me- 
tallic  powders,  or  other  durable  co* 
louring  ingredients  commonly  ufed 
in  painr. 

To  the  end  that  foch  a  water  ce- 
ment as  I  have  defcribed  may  be 
made  as  nfeful  as  it  is  poffible  in 
all  circumftances;  and  that  no  per- 
fon  may  imagine  that  my  claim 
and  right  ander  thefe  Letters  Pa* 


tent  may  be  eluded  by  divers  va- 
riations which  may  be  ihade  in  the 
foregoing  procefs,  without  produc 
ing  any  notable  defe6l  in  the  ce« 
ment :  and  to  the  end  that  the 
principles  of  this  art  as  well  as  the 
,  art  itfelf  of  making  my  cement, 
may  be  gathered  from  this  fpecifi- 
cation,  and  perpetuated  to  the  pub- 
lic, I  (hall  add  the  following  obfer- 
yations. 

This  my  water  cement>  whether 
the  coarfe  or  fine  grained,  is  ap- 
plicable in  forming  artificial  ftone^ 
by  making  alternate  layers  of  the 
cement  and  of  flint,  hard  ilone,  or 
brick,  in  moulds  of  the  figure  of 
the  intended  Hone,  and  by  expofing 
the  mafiTes  fo  formed  to  the  open  ( 
air  to  harden. 

When  fuch  cement  is  required 
for  water  §  fences,  two  thirds  of  the 
prefcribed  quantity  of  bone  aihes 
are  to  beqmitted;  and  in  the  place 
thereof  aa  equal  meafure  of  pow- 
dered terras  is  to  be  ufed;  and  if  the 
fand  employed  be  notof  thecoarfeU 
fort,  more  terras^muft  be  added,  fo 
that  the  terras  (hall  be  by  weight 
one  fixth  part  of  the  weight  of  the 
fand. 


•  RubWc. 

f  Btcaufe  lefs  lim;  is  necefi^ry,  as  the  fand  is  coarfer. 

i  But  they  mud  not  be  expofed  to  the  rain,  until  they  are  almoftas  ftrongaa 
fre(h  Portland  ftone  ;  and  even  then  thity  ought  to  be  iheltered  from  It,  as  much  as 
the  ctrcumftanc^fs  will  admit.  Thefe  ftones  may  be  made  very  hard  and  beauti- 
ful, with  a  fmall  expcnce  of  bone-aih»  by  foaking  them,  after  they  have  dried 
thoroughly  and  hardeiietl,  in  the  lime-liquor,  and  repeating  thi»  procefs  twice  or 
thrice,  at  diftant  intervals  of  time,  The  like  effect  was  experienced  in  incrufta^ 
tions. 

^  In  my  experiments,  mortar  made  with  terras  powder,  in  the  ufual  method, 
does  not  appear  to  form  fo  (irong  a  cement  for  watei*  fences,  as  that  made  ac- 
cording to  the  fpecification,  with  coarfe  fand;  and  I  fee  no  more  reafon  for  avoid- 
ing the  ufe  of  fand  in  terras  mortar,  than  there  would  be  for  rejefling  ftone  from 
the  embankment.  The  bone.aihcs  meant  in  this  place  are  the  daric  grey  or 
black  fort.  }  am  not  yet  fiUly  iatitficd  about  the  operatioia  of  them  in  this  in- 
duce 

ti  When 
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When  fuch  a  cement  it  reqoired 
of  the  fineft  grain  *  or  in  a  flaid 
lbrRi>  fo  that  it  maf  be  applied 
with  a  bra(h«  flint  powder,  or  the 
powder  of  any  qnartofe  or  bard 
«arthy  fabftance  may  be  afed  in 
the  place  of  fand,  bat  in  a  quantity 
fmaller  as  the  flint  or  other  powder 
is  flner(  (o  that  the  flint  powder 
or  other  foch  powder  fliall  not  be 
■lore  than  fix  timet  the  weight  of 
the  lime,  nor  lefs  than  four  timet 
]Tt  weight.  The  greater  the  quan- 
tity of  lime  within  thefe  limiu» 
the  more  will  the  cement  be  likbie 
to  crack  by  quick  drying*  and  vice 
▼erff. 

Where  fuch  fand  at  I  prefer  can- 
not be  conveniently  procured,  or 
where  the  fand  cannot  be  conve- 
niently wafhed  and  forted,  that 
find  which  moft  refembles  the  mix- 
tore  of  coarfe  and  fine  fand  above 
prcfcribedf  may  be  ufed  at  I  have 
diredted^  provided  due  attention 
it  paid  to  the  quantity  of  the 
Ismci  which  it  to  be  the  greater 
f  as  the  fand  is  the  finer,  and  i/ice 
nfln/m. 


Where  fand  cannot  be  eafiljr  pro. 
cured,  any  durable  ftonf  body,  or 
baked  earth  grofly  powdered  {  nA 
ibrted  nearly  to  the  fises  aborepre- 
fcribed  for  fand,  may  be  ofed  in  the 
place  of  fand,  meafure  for  aeafare, 
but  not  weight  fur  weieht,  unleis 
fuch  grofs  powder  be  at  keavy  fpe* 
cificaTly  as  fand. 

Sand  may  becleanfed  from  every 
fofter,  lighter,  and  lefs  durable 
matter,  and  from  that  part  of  the 
fand  which  is  too  fine,  bf  variocs 
methods  preferable  §,  in  certain  cir- 
cumftances,  to  that  which  I  have 
defcribed. 

Water  may  be  found  naturally 
free  from  fixable  gat,  feleniie  or 
clay :  fuch  water  may,  without  any 
notable  inconvenience,  be  vied  ia 
the  place  of  the  cenoenttng  liquor; 
and  water  approaching  this  flate 
will  not  require  fo  much  lime  as  I 
have  ordered,  to  make  the.cement« 
iog  liquor ;  and  a  cementing  liquor 
fufficicntly  ufeful  may  be  made  hy 
various  methods  of  mixing  limeaod 
water  in  the  defcribed  proportions, 
or  neaily  fo. 


*  The  qualities  and  ufes  of  fuch  fine  calcareous  crment  are  recommended  chiefly 
tor  the  purpoie  of  fmootbin?  and  finifhing  the  ftrong;er  cruftaccout  woikt,  or  for 
waihing  walls  to  a  lively  anduniform  colour.  For  this  laft  intention,  the  mixture 
mult  be  as  thin  as  new  cicam,  and  laid  on  hriOcly  with  a  brufh,  in  dry  weather; 
and  a  thick  atid  durable  coat  is  to  be  made  by  repeated  walking,  but  it  is  not  to  be 
attempted  by  ufing  a  thicker  liquor  j  for  the  coat  made  with  this  Jaft  is  apt  to  fcak, 
whilftthe  former  endures  the  weather  much  longei^than  any  other  thin  calcareous 
covering  that  has  been  applied  in  this  way.  Fine  yellow  ochre  is  the  cheapefl  colour- 
ing ingredient  for  fuch  a  waih,  when  it  is  required  to  imitate  Bath  ftone,  or  the 
warm  white  ftones. 

t  If  iea  fand  be  well  waibed  in  fireih  watf  r,  it  is  as  good  as  any  odier  rmmd 
(hnd. 

t  The  cement  made  with  thefe  and  the  proper  quantities  of  purified  lime  and 

'  I'une-water,  are  inferior  to  the  beft,  as  the  grains  of  thei'e  powders  are  more  periflia. 

hie  and  brittle  than  thofe  of  fand.    They  will  not  therefore  be  employed,  unkfs  fac 

the  falce  of  evafion,  or  for  want  of  fand  i  in  this  btter  cafe  the  finer  powder  ought 

to^bc  waihed  away.  /        • 

5  This  and  the  next  paragraph  is  infertec^  with  a  view  to  rvafiona,  as  wdl  at 
*  to  (iiggeft  the  eifier  and  cheaper  methods  which  may  be  adopted  in  certain  ciicuii^ 
ftances,  by  arti<ls  who  underAand  tht  principlet  which  I  have  endtavouind  to 
teach. 

YiUA 
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the  qaantity  of  lime  to  be  leffened» 
and  in  thofe  wherein  the  cement  ie 


When  ftone  lime  cannot  be  pro- 
cored,  chalk  lime  or  ihell  lime 
which  beft  refembles  ftone  lime» 
in  the  charaftert  above  written  of 
lime,  may  be  nfed  in  the  manner 
defcribedi  except  that  fourteen 
pounds  and  a  half  of  chalk  lime 
will  be  required  in  the  place  of 
fourteen  pounds  of  ftone  lime. 
The  proportion  of  lime  which  I 
have  prefcribed  above  may  be  in- 
creafed  without  inconvenience 
when  th^  cement  or  ftncco  is  to  be 
applied  where  it  is  not  liable  to  dry 
quickly  ;  and  in  the  contrary  cir- 
cum (lance  this  proportion  may  be 
diminifhed  ;  and  the  defeat  of 
lime  in  quantity  or  qualitv  may  be 
ytry  advantageoufly  fuppfied  %  by 
caufing  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
'  the  cementing  liquor  to  foak  into 
the  work>  in  fucceffive  portions  and 
«t  dillant  intervals  of  time,  (b  that 
the  calcareous  matter  of  the  ce* 
menting  liquor,  and  the  mattex  at* 
traded  from  the  open  air,  may  fill 
and  ftrengthen  the  work* 

The  powder  of  alnsoft  every  well- 
dried  or  burnt  animal  fubftance 
may  be  ufed  inflead  of  bone-afh  ; 
and  feveral  earthy  powders,  tfpe^ 
cialiy  the  nxicaceous  and  the  me- 
tallic; and  the  elixated  a(hes  of  di- 
vers vegetables  whofe  earch  will  not 
burn  tulime;  and  the  alhes  of  mi- 
neral fuel.which  are  of  the  calcare- 
ous kind,  but  will  not  burn  to  lime, 
will  anfwcr  the  ends  of  bone-afli  in 
fome  degree. 

The  quantity  of  bone-afli  de- 
fcribed  may  be  leiTened  without  in- 
juring the  ce«nent,  in  thofe  cir- 
cttm&nces  efpccially  which  admit 


not  Ibble  to  dry  quickly.  Aod 
the  art  of  remedying  th^  defeAa 
of  lime  may  be  advantaffeoofly 
pradlifed  to  fupply  the  deficiency 
of  bone-afli,  efpecially  in  buildiae 
and  in  making  artificial  ftone  mtk 
this  cement. 

N.  B.  For  infide  work»  the  ad« 
mixtare  of  hair  with  this  cement  ia 
ufeful. 

In  witnefs  whereof  I  the  (kid 
B.  H.  &c 

The  excellence  of  my  cement 
depends,  firft,  on  the  figore,  6im 
and  purity  of  the  fand;  7ccondly» 
on  the  purity  of  the  lime,  obtained 
in  the  choice  of  lime-ftone,  and  in 
the  perfeA  burnine,  and  fecnred  ia 
the  prefervation  of  it  from  air,  ia 
my  method  of  flaking,  and  in  the 
feparation  of  heterogeneous  parti  t 
thirdly,  on  the  ufe  of  ftrong  and 
pore  lime  witer  in  the  pliure  of 
common  water;  fourthly,  on  tha 
proportion  of  fands,  lime  waier» 
and  lime ;  fifthly;  on  the  manner 
of  mixing  them  ;  (ixthly,  on  tha 
knowledge  of  ingredients  and  cir* 
cumftances  which  are  ininrioas  or 
ufeful ;  feventhly,  on  the  ufe  of 
bone  aflies  of  determinate  fixe  { 
eighthly,  on  the  artof  foiting  (bma 
of  rhefe  to  the  feveral  purpofes;  and 
finally,  on  (b  many  other  particn* 
lars,  as  render  it  very  difficult  to 
give  a  more  candid  fpecification,in 
the  nfual  compafs,  than  this  which 
I  have  enrolled,  or  to  guard  other* 
wife  againft  evafionsi  than  by  anti* 
cipating  them. 


*  This  praf^ice  is  noticed,  as  the  remedy  which  may  be  uied  for  the  drfeAa 
arifin^  from  evafive  roeafures,  and  as  the  method  of  giving^  ipungy  incmftatioae 
containing  bone-aibes  the  grcatcft  deg^  of  bardneis. 

Oa 
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.     Om  ibt  Vhrtmt  •f  Jemm-C^ffit* 

D.R.  Manty  an  eminent  German 
f  phyficiany  hat  publifliedy  in 
the  lianoTer  Magaxine^  ibme  ex- 
perimenttf  in  which  he  hat  (hewn 
the  great  virtaes  of  Acorn-coffee, 
mnd  hat  confirmed  hit  experiroeots 
by  accompanjring  them  with  a  mul- 
titade  pf  faAs :  it  maft  therefore 
give  yon  pleafure  to  be  able  to  ac- 
^vainl  yoar  readers ,  that  fuch  a 
conunon  froif  it  capable  of  being 
convened  to  many  falntary  pnr- 
pofet. 

The  method  of  preparbg  the 
Acorii-coiFee  is  at  fbllowt ; 

Take  found  and  ripe  acorns, 
peel  off  the  fliell  or  hoik,. divide  the 
xernelt,  dry  them  gradually,  and 
then  roaft  them  in  a  clofe  veflel  or 
*Toafter,  keeping  them  continually 
fining;  in  doing  of  which,  efpecial 
•care  muft  be  taken  that  they  be  not 
burnt  or  roailed  too  much,  both 
%brch  would  be  hnrtfuK 
'  Take  of  thefe  roafted  acornt 
(ground  like  other  coffee)  half  an 
ounce  every  morning  and  evening, 
alone  of  mixed  with  a  drachm  of 


other  coffee,  and  fweeteoed  with 
fugar,  with  or  without  milk* 

The  author  fays  that  acorns  have 
always  been  effeemed  a  wholefome^ 
Bonrifhing,  and  ftrengthening  no- 
trtment  for  men,  and  that  by  their 
medicinal  qualities  they  have  beea 
found  to  cure  the  flimy  obftrudioDS 
in  the  vifcera,  and  to  remove  ocr- 
vous  complaints  when  other  medi- 
clnes  have  failed;  and*  althoagii 
acorns,  he  &yt,  have,  by  the  mo- 
demt  at  well  at  the  ancients,  been 
looked  upon  as  a  great  affringenc, 
and  generally  applied  more  onu 
wardly,and  very  fparingly  inward- 
ly; yet  he  is  of  opinion,  that  by  ibe 
heat  of  the  fire  they  lofe  their  a^ 
tringent  quality,  and  thence  have 
no  more  that  effeft  than  other  coffer. 

The  author  forbears  all  manner 
of  inveftigation,  and  contcnu  him- 
felf  (blely  with  the  relation  of  cafes, 
which  he  enumerates  with  brevity 
and  without  exaggeration.  Maav 
of  the  cafes  which  accompanied  this 
account  refpedl  women, whofe  con- 
plaints  arofe  from  diforders  peculiar 
to  their  fex. 


ANTIQUITISS, 


[    i»3    ] 


A  N  T  I  Q^U  IT  IE  S. 


A  Di/eription  of  the  A1hambra«  or 
Palace  of  the  Moorifh  Kingi  of 
Granada. 

THIS  ancient  fortrefa,  and 
refidence  of  the  Mahometan 
motiarchs  of  Granada,  derives  its 
name  from  the  red  coloar  of  the 
materials  that  it  was  originally 
boilt  with«  Alhambra  fignifying 
a  red  houfe.  Moft  of  thfe  fove- 
reigns  took  a  delight  in  adding 
new  buildings  to  the  old  towers, 
now  called  Torres  dt  la  camfana^  or 
in  embe]Ii(hing  what  had  been 
joined  by  their  predeceflbrs.  The 
pleafantnefs  of  the  fituation,  and 
purity  of  its  air,  induced  the  Em- 
peror Charles  the  Fifth  to  begin  a 
magnificent  edifice  on  the  ruins  of 
the  offices  of  the  old  palace,  and, 
it  is  thought,  he  intended  to  iix 
his  chief  abpde  here ;  but  his  vo- 
latile temper,  continual  wars,  and, 
frequent  abfences  from  Spain, 
made  him  give  up  all  thoughts  of 
Granada,  long  before  he  had  finifh- 
cd  the  plan.  It  ftands  between 
the  rivers,  on  a  very  high  hill, 
that  projeds  into  the  plain,  and 
overlooks  all  the  city  :  the  road  up 
to  it  is  through  a  narrow  ftreet, 
called  CalU  de  los  Gomeles,  from  a 
great  family  among  the  Moors, 
'^his  brings  yoo  through  a  maffiye 
gate,  bailt  by  the  Smperor^  into 


the  outward  inclofare  of  the  AU 
hambra.  You  then  continue  to 
afcend  by  %ytTy  fteep  avenue  of 
elms,  which  foon  increafea  to  m 
wood,  interfedled  in  many  direc* 
tions  by  wild  negleded  wallet^ 
where  ftrearas  of  clear  water,  find* 
ing  their  paflage  pbftradted  by  the 
rubbifli  of  their  old  channelt^ 
fpread  over  the  whole  road.  A 
large  fountain  adorna  the  platform 
near  the  top  of  the  hill.  The 
water,  diverted  from  its  proper 
conduits,  has  been  faffered  to'ros 
at  random  for  fuch  a  length  of 
time,  that  it  has  deftroyed  moft  of 
the  fculpture  and  embellifliments^ 
which  were  in  a  yttry  good  tafle. 
Here  you  turn  ihorc  to  the  left, 
and  come  under  the  walls  of  the 
inner  inclofure.  Its  appearance  u 
that  of  an  old  town»  exhibiting  a 
long  range  of  high  battlemented 
wails,  interruptea  at  regular  dif- 
tances  by  large  lofty  fquare  towers, 
Thefe  have  one  or  two  arched 
windows  near  the  top,  and  a  preci* 
pitate  ilope  from  the  bottom  into 
a  dry  ditch.  The  whole  is  built 
with  round  irregular  pebbles,  mix* 
ed  with  cement  and  gravel.  Some 
parts  are  covered  and  fmoothed 
over  with  a  thick  coat  of  plaifter  ; 
in  other  places,  mortar  has  been 
laid  in  between  the  ftones,  leaving 
as  mnchof  them  uncovered  as  came 

to 
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«e  the  kvd  i  thea  tlie  trowel  has 
beea  carefallf  dra%ii  roood,  form* 
»g  aboat  them  criangkf,  half* 
flK)oaf «  Urc.  J«ft  before  you,  ftaada 
tJic  prefeot  priacipal  entrance  ia- 
to  the  caftle,  a  (qoare  cower  boilc 
hf  the  kiag  Jofaf  Abohagiagi, 
ia  1 348,  as  an  infcripiioo  informs 
as  :  from  iu  being  the  place 
where  jo  ft  ice  was  (ammarTy  and- 
aiiflidered,  it  was  iyled  /^  Go/r 
'  0f  ym/gmswt.  Yoo  pafs  tbroogh 
It  ander  fereraJ  arches  (each  of 
which  is  BMMre  than  a  fall  fcmicir* 
cle,  reltiag  upon  a  faiail  impod, 
the  ends  of  the  bow  being  broaghc 
toward s>  each  other  ia  the  form  of 
a  horicihoe.)  On  the  key.ftone 
of  the  oat  ward  arch  is  iculptiired 
the  6gore  of  an  arm,  the  fymbol  of 
ftreagth  and  doosinion :  on  that 
of  the  next  arch  is  a  key  embof. 
Crdf  the  armor  lal  en  fig  a  of  the 
Aodalolian  Moors.  Above  it,  the 
wall  of  this  .partition  is  covered 
with  a  beaotiful  blue  and  gold  mo- 
faic»  in  the  middle  of  which  they 
have  placed  an  image  of  the  Vir- 
gin Mary.  As  this  is  not  a  gate 
^fff  oArd  for  carriages,  the  paffige 
winds  through  ieveral  turns  full 
cf  images,  indulgences,  and  alcnrs, 
before  you  ge i^through,  out  into  a 
aarrow  Areet,  between  a  row  of 
ibibby  barrack*  on  the  right,  and 
on  the  -left  the  caftle  wall,  (opposed 
to  be  bnilc  by  the  Pbcenicinns.  1 
examined  the  work  very  narrowly, 
and  found  it  confifted  of  a  layer  of 
cement  one  or  tivo  inches  thick, 
apco  which  is  placed  Aatwife  a 
ilone  of  the  fame  thick nefs,  chif. 
frlled  on  the  face  into  a  kind  of  a 
chequered  6tVkgn.  This  is  the  re- 
gular method  employed  from  >top 
to  bottom.  This  lane  end*  in  the 
great  fqoare,  or  Flaiut  di  los  4lgi* 
ifiSt  io  aamed   iroa  the  ancicac 


cifterns.  chat  aaderouae   ic   tnm 
end  to  end,  and  are  cooftaat^y  hi 
b%  a  fopply  of  raaoiag  water.  Tte 
profpeA  from  the  parapet-wali  is 
wonderfully  grand,   over  the  rale 
of  Daaro,  the  A'.baycin,  aatf  dowa 
the  Vega.     On  the  r^rf   brow  of 
the   hill,   hangir.g   over  the  city, 
floods    the  toners    •/  the    h*U,  a 
groupe  of  high   iqnafe  boilding«, 
n^bfch  now  (erve  for  pr«f;jDs.     Be- 
low them,  OB  the  k>Qth.fide,  oo  a 
flip  of  terrace,    ia  the  governor's 
garden,  a  utrj  pleafant  walk,  full 
of  fire  orange    an^    cyprefs    trees, 
and  mynle  hedges,  bnt  quite  aban- 
doned.    The  view  it  commands  is 
incomparable.      Two    large  va*cs 
enamelled  with  gold  and  aaare  fo- 
liages and  characters  are  the  only 
ornamenfs  left :    thefe  j»rere   taken 
out  of  the  vaul:s  under  the  royal 
aparrmeati.    On  the  right  hand  of 
the  Plaaa  delos  Algibes,  is  aibli-  * 
tary  gateway,  formerly  the  entrance 
in?o    fome  of  the   outward    qaa« 
drangles  thrown  down  by  Charles 
the   l^ifth,  to   make  r..oni  far  his 
fuprrh  pals'ce,  which   Hands  frcing 
the    TTrts  dt   Im  c^mpana*     This 
edifice  is  a  perfefl   fqu^re  of  two 
hundred  Spaniih  feet ;  it  has  tibO 
orders  of  pilafters,    Doric  and  Io- 
nic,   upon  a    ruliic    ba(e.      The 
whole  meafores  fixty-tw^o  feet  from 
the  top  ol   the  upper  entablement 
to  the  ground.    1  hree  of  the  fronts 
are  free  from  all  other  baildingt; 
the  foanh  (that   to  the  oorth)  it 
joined  and  conne^ed  with  the  an- 
cient pkUce  of  tha  MoorlOi  king?. 
It   was    never   fioifhed,   whch  is 
much  to  be  regretted  by  all  lovers 
of  the  6ne  arts,  for  there  are  fow 
edifices  more  deferving  of  their  ad* 
miration.    The  architeA  waa   A* 
loD^i  Verruguete,  a  native  of  Pa* 
ledei  da  Mavas,  near   ValUdolid. 


AN  T  I  Q^U  I  Tl  E  S. 


Ifi  this  work  he  hai  difcovered  a 
noft  cranfcrndent  genius,  grandeur 
of  ftyle,  and  e)egance  and  cbaftity 
of  defign.     How  different  from  all 
.  tkat  has  been  done  for  a  century 
pad  in   this  kingdom  !  The  doors 
are  defigned  in   a  great  manner; 
the  bafs-reliefs,    figures,  feftoons, 
medallions,    &c.    are  of  excellent 
invention  and  execution ;  the  or* 
oaments  of  the  cornices,  wihdows, 
and    capitals,    are    delicate,    and 
fuitable  to  the  generaleffeA.     On 
the  pedeilals  of  the  columns,  that 
fupport    the  entablement  of   the 
great    door,    are    reliefs    on  dark 
marble,  that  for  potiib  might  paft 
for  bronze  at  a  little  diftance;  the 
Doric  door  in  the  ibuth  fide,  called 
El  Zanguenete,  pleafed  me  great- 
ly, as  there   is  lomething  mnply 
elegant  in  the  tafte,  and  newr  in  the 
ornamental  part;  (he  pediment  is 
filled   with   a   fcroll    thrown  with 
great  eafe,  on  which  it  infcribed 
Piufcutrt^  the  motto  of  the  Empe- 
ror, which  be  never   failed  intro- 
ducing into  every  public  work  he 
anderrook.      Yon  come,    through 
an  oblong  veftibule,  into  the  court 
which  forms  the  centre  of  the  pa- 
lace.    It  is  an  exad  circle,  of  one 
hundred  and   forty-four    fret   dia- 
meter, ruund  which  runs  a  Doric 
colonade,    or  portico,    of    thirty- 
two  columns,  tupporting  an  upper 
gallery  of  an  equal  number  of  pil- 
lars, of   the  Ionic  order.      They 
are  all  of  them  of  one  entire  block 
of  reddiih  marble.     The  portico  is 
nit^eteen  feet  wide,  and  ferves  as  a 
communication  with  the  ftaif-cafe, 
and     the     intended     apartments, 
which  are  difpofed  round  the  court 
10  various  forms  and  proportions. 
The  roof  of  the  gallery  is  crum* 
bling  away  very  taft,  and  many  of 
the  columas  are  mo^h  damaged. 


"5 

The'  apartments  neTer  had  anf 
other  covering  than  the  iky  ;  mna 
nothing  bat  the  matcUefs  tern* 
peraturo  of  the  climate  could 
have  fared  this  beautiful  work  fo 
many  years  from  total  ruin.  Tlie. 
magnificence,  the  unity  of  thia 
^hole  pile,  but,  above  all,  the  ele* 
gance  of  the  circular  court,  qnit^ 
transported  me  with  pleafure,  oa 
the  firil  view,  and  1  liave  ever 
fince  found  my  admiration  incremft 
in  proportion  to  the  namber  of  my 
vifits. 

Adjoining  (to  the  north)  ftandt 
a  huge  heap  of  as  ngly  bnildinga 
as  can  well  be  feen,  all  huddled 
together,  feemiagly  without  the 
leaft  intention  of  forming  cmt  habi* 
tation  out  of  them.  The  walla 
are  entirely  unornamented,  all  gra- 
vel and  pebbles,  daubed  over  witk 
plainer  by  a  very  coarfe  hand ;  yet 
this  is  the  palace  of  the  Moorifli 
kings  of  Granada,  indifputablf 
the  mod  carious  place  within,  tliac 
exifts  in  Spain,  perhaps  in  Europe. 
In  many  countries,  yoo  may  fee 
excellent  modern  as  well  as  andeac 
architedlure,  both  entire  and  m 
ruins ;  but  nothing  to  be  met  witk 
any  whsre  elfe  can  convey  an  idee 
of  this  edifice,  except  yoo  take  it 
from  the  decorations  of  an  opera^ 
or  the  tales  of  the  Genii.  I  there* 
fore  look  upon  it  to  Aand  alone  ia 
its  kind,  and  confequently  think  eo 
excufe  necefifary,  previous  to  ihf 
entering  upon  the  dry  detail  I  in- 
tend giving  yoa  of  iL 

I'affing  round  the  corner  of  the 
Emperor's  palace,  you  are  a  J  mil- 
ted at  a  plain  unornamented  door 
in  a  corner.  On  my  firfl  vifit,  I 
confefs,  I  was  ftruck  with  amaze* 
ment,  as  I  ftept  over  the  threfbold^ 
CO  find  myfelf  on  a  fndden  traaf* 
ported  into  a  fpecies  of  fairy«land« 

The 
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The  Ml  pbce  joc  cose  to^'it  tkc 

tamn  C2]ltd  the  €tmmmmM,or  del  mf- 

fumr,  tkit  Up  OU  tammm  hiUhs  i  aa 

•bloog  fqaare,  witk  a  diet^  baiba 

•f  dear  waier  in  eke  middle;  cwo 

fighuof  oiarble  fteps  leadiogdowa 

§9  eke  bottom  ;  on  eack  fide  a  par- 

lene  of   flowers,   aad  a  row  c»f 

#nsge-tices.      Roaad  tke    coart 

imua  peryftlJe  paved  witk  marble ; 

tke  allies  bear  opon  Tery  (ligkt 

pillars,  w  proponkms  and  ftyle 

^foeac  from  all  tke  regular  or- 

dcrt  of  arckitedare.    Tke  ceilings 

aad  walls  are  iocroftated  wiUi  fret- 

,work  ia  ftacco^  (o  mioote  and  ia- 

tnaiit,    tkat    tke    mok    padeat 

draagktfmaa  woald  fiad  ii  di£> 

calt  to  follow  Up  anlefs  ke  made 

kimielf  mafler  of  tke  general  plaa. 

Tku  woald  facilitate. tke  operation 

cxceediagl/y  for  all  tkis  work  is 

freqoeatly  and  regolarly  repeated 

at  certain  diftances,  and  kas  been 

axecoted    by    meant    of     fqaare 

moalds   applied  faccefively^  and 

tke  pans  joined  togetker  with  tke 

atmoft  nicety.    In  every  divifion 

are  Arabic  fenunces  of  differcot 

lengtks,  moft  of  tkem  ezpreffive  of 

tke  fdlowing  meanings,  "  Tkere 

««  is  no  conqueror  bet  God  ;"  or, 

•*  Obedience  and  koaoar  to  our 

•«  Lord  Abooabdallak."  Tke  cei- 

lings  are  gilt  or  painted,  and  time 

kas  caofra  no  diminution  in  tke 

frelknefs  of  their  colours,  tkougk 

conftaatly  cxpoied  to  tke  air.  Tke 

lower  part  of  the  walls  is  mofaic, 

difpofed  in  fanuftic  knots  and  fef- 

toons.    A  work  fo  new  to  me,  fo 

eaqoifitely  finiflied,  and  (o  dife- 

rent  from  all  I  kad  ever  feen,  af- 

forded  me  tke  mod  agreeable  fen- 

fations,  wkick,  I  affure  you,  re* 

duubied  every  ftep  I  took  in  tkis 

magic  groond.    The  porches    at 

the  ends  are  more  like  grotto- work. 


aay  tkia^  dfe  I  cai 

tkem  to.  Tkac  oo  tke  nwkc  1 
opens  iato  aa  ofitigci  vaalt,  a 
tae  Emperor's  palace,  aad  Ibrau  a 
perfeA  wkifperiag-galloy,  meaat 
CO  be  a  coauBBakation  becwcca  eke 
ofices  of  bock  kmifea. 

Oppofice  to  tke  door  of  tke  €«■• 
moaa  tkroogk  wkick  yoa  eater,  is 
aaocker,  leadiag  iato  tka  ^mrn 
di  Jst  Uamup  or  apartment  tt  tke 
lioBS,  wkick  b  aa  oblong  coart, 
one  kandred  feet  ia  leagtk,  aad 
firry  ia  breadtk,  eaviroiied  witk  a 
coloaade  icrea  fcti  broad  oa  tke 
fides,  aad  tea  at  tke  end.  Two 
porticos  or  cabinets,  aboot  fifteen 
feet  fqoare,  piojed  iato  tke  coart 
at  tke  two  extremities.  Tke 
iiqnare  is  paved  witk  coloared  t9es ; 
tke  coloaade  witk  wkite  ntarble. 
Tke  walls  are  covered  five  icet  mf 
from  tke  grooad  witk  blae  aad 
yellow  tiles,  difpofed  ckeqncrwife. 
Above  aad  below  is  a  border  of 
fmall  efcntckeoas,  eaameUed  blae 
aad  gold,  witk  aa  Arabic 
on  a  bend,  fignifying,  «<  No 
«*  qoeror  bat  God«*'  Tke  co- 
lamns  tkat  fapport  tke  roof  and 

gallery  are  of  wkite  marble,  vesy 
ender,  and  fiintaftically  adorned. 
Tkey  are  nine  feet  higk,  indodiag 
bafe  and  capital,  and  ^ght  iackcs 
and  a  kalf  diameter.      Tkey  are 
very  irregularly  placed,  fometioies 
fioglyt  At  otkers  in  groups  of  tkree, 
but  more  frequently  two  togetker. 
The  widtk  of  tke  korfe-flioe  arckes 
above  jbem  is  four  feet  two  inckes 
for  tke  large  ones,  aad  tkree  for 
the  fmaller.     Tke  ceiling  of  tke 
portico  is  finiibed  in  a  mock  fiaer 
and    more   complicated    manner, 
than  that  of  the  commmnap  and  tke 
ftttcco  laid  on  the  walls  witk  iai* 
mitable  delicacy  ;  in  tke  ceiliag  it 
is  fo  artfully  frotted  and  bandied, 
t  as 
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at  to  e3CCMd  belief.    Tkectpiuls 
are  of  varioirs  defign^*  though  each 
defign  ia  repeated  feveral  times  in 
the  circomference   of   the   eoart, 
but  not  (he  leaft  attention  has  been 
paid  to  placing  them  regularly  or 
oppodte  to  each  other.     You  will 
form  a  much  clearer  idea  of  their 
ftyle,  as  well  as  difpofiuons^  from 
the  drawings,  than  from  the  rooft 
elaborate   defcription  I  can  pcn« 
Not  the  fmalleft  reprefentation  of 
animal  life  can  be  difcovered  a- 
midft    the    ▼ariecies    of   foliages^ 
grotefques,  and  ftrange  ornaments. 
About  each  arch  is  a  large  fquare 
pf  arabefqaes,  farrounded  with  a 
rim  of  characters,  that  are  gene- 
rally quotations  from  the  Koran. 
Over  the  pillars  is  another  fquare 
of  delightful  fillagree  work.  Higher 
np  is  a  wooden  rim,  or  kind  of 
cornice,    as   much   enriched   with 
«  carving  as  the  ilucco  that  covers 
the   part  underneath.      Over  this 
projeds   a   roof  of   red  tiles,    the 
only    thing    that    disfigures    this 
beautiful   fquare.     This  ugly  co« 
vering  is  modern,  put  on  by  order 
of  Mr.   Wall,  the  late  prime  mi- 
nifter,  who  a  few  years  ago  gave 
the  Alhambra  a  thorough  repair. 
In  Moorifli  times,  the  building  was 
covered   with   large   painted    and 
glazed    tiles,   of  which    fome  few 
are  itill  to  be  feen.     In  the  center 
of  the  court  are  twelve  ill- made 
lions    muzzled,     their    fore.p.irts 
fmooth,    their   hlnd-parts    rough, 
which  beqj  upon   their  b^cks  an 
enormous   bafon,  out  of  which  a 
leflcr  rifes.     While  the  pipes  were 
kept  in  good  order,   a  great  vo- 
lume of  water  was  thrown  up,  that, 
falling  down  into  the  bafons,  paf- 


ied  thiMgh  the  beifti^  and  iflfited 
out  of  their  mouths  into  a  lug$ 
refervoir,  where  it  commmiicucii 
by  channels  with  the  jet  d'eaut  in 
the  apartments.  This  fountain  f$ 
of  while  marble,  embellifhed  with 
many  feftoons,  and  Ari^ic  diftidu^ 
thus  tranflated : 

«  Seeft  thou  not  how  the  water 
<«  flows  copionfly  like  the  Nile^'* 
•*  This  refembles  a  fea  wafliing 
**  over  its  fhores,  threatening  ihip» 
•'  wreck  to  the  mariner.'' 

**  This  water  runs  abundantlf^ 
••  to  give  drink  to  the  lions.'* 

**  Terrible  as  the  lion  is  oor 
**  king  in  the  day  of  battle." 

«•  The  Nile  gives  glory  to  the 
**  king,  and  the  lofty  moantaint 
**  proclaim  it." 

•'  This  garden  is  fertile  in  de- 
*'  lights ;  God  takes  care  that 
•*  no  noxious  animal  ihall  aj^ 
•«  proach  it." 

'«  The  fair  princefs  that  walks 
"  in  this  garden,  covered  with 
"  pearls,  augments  its  beauty  (b 
^<  much,  that  thou  may'ft  doubt 
**  whether  it  be  a  fountain  that 
"  flows,  or  the  tears  of  her  ad* 
"  mircrs  •." 

Pairing  along  the  colonade^  and 
keeping  on  the  fonth  fide,  yon 
come  to  a  circular  room  ufed  by  the 
men  as  a  place  for  drinking  cofl^ee 
and  forbets  in.  A  fountain  in  the 
middle  refrefhed  the  apartment  ia 
fiimmer.  The  form  of  this  hall» 
the  elegance  of  its  cupola,  the 
chearful  diftribution  of  light  froaa 
above,  and  the  exquifite  mai^ 
ner  in  which  the  (tucco  is  de- 
figned,  painted,  and  finifhed,  ex- 
ceed all  my  powers  of  defcription* 
Every  thing  in  it  infpires  the  moft 


*  This  paflage  is  very  obfcure  in  the  Latin  tranilation.    I  have  endeavoored 
to  make  ibmetiuag  of  it^  but  it  ftiU  remains  a  forced  conceit. 

pleafing. 
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fii^^t*  ^ffpteofls  ideMM :  yet  xa 
tkb  fwccc  reueat  tkey  pretend 
fka(  Aboflabc?oii!ali  affenbled  the 
AbCBcerragei,  asd  caafed  tbeif 
llcadi  o>  be  ftrock  oF  iisio  the 
IbvBUis.  OarsBide,  «i:h  a  lock 
•vprefiveof  implicit  faith,  poioted 
•at  to  Of  the  ftaiot  of  their  blood 
is  the  white  marble  ilabi ;  which 
ii  nothing  more  than  the  reddiih, 
aurfct  Of  iron- water  in  the  qmny, 
or  perhaps  the  effird  of  beiog  long 
«rpofed  to  the  air.  ContiDuing 
jonr  walk  round,  yoo  are  next 
oronght  to  a  coople  of  rooms  at 
Che  head  of  the  court,  which  are 
fnppofed  to  have  been  tribuoali, 
or  aadtence  -  chambers.  In  the 
ceiling  are  three  hiflorical  paint- 
ings, execoted  with  much  ftrength, 
but  great  ftiffnefs  in  the  figures 
and  countenances.  One  of  them 
fcems  to  be  a  cavalcade  ;  the  other 
the  entrance  of  fome  princefs ;  and 
the  third  a  divan.  When  thefe 
were  painted,  and  what  they  are 
meant  to  reprefent,  I  could  not 
make  out ;  but  our  Cicerone  natu- 
rally adapted  them  to  the  hiflory 
of  the  Sultana  and  her  four  Chrif- 
tian  knights.  If  they  arc  repre- 
fentations  of  that  doubtful  ftory, 
they  mgft  have  been  painted  in  the 
Emperor's  time,  or  a  little  before, 
for  It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  A- 
bouabdoolah  would  wi(h  to  perpe- 
tuate the  memory  of  a  tranfadion 
in  which  he  bore  Cq  very  weak  and 
difhonourable  a  part.  And  be- 
fijes,  the  anathema  denounced  by 
the  Koran  againft  all  reprefenta- 
tions  of  living  creatures,  renders 
ft  next  to  impoffible  that  thefe 
pieces  (hoaldjiave  exifted  previous 
to  the  conqneft.  The  lions  of  the 
great  fountain  may  be  brought  as 
an  argument  againft  my  laft  rea- 
fen;    and  indeed  they  ihew  that 


tke  Graaadiae  priacer,  as  wtH  u 
feme  of  the  orieacal  caliphs,  wko 
put  their  own  efigy  on  their  eoii^ 
ventnred  now  and  then  to  place 
thf mfclvn  above  the  letter  of  tkc 
law.  Be  this  as  it  wiU^  if  the  aa. 
tiqoity  of  tbcie  pianres  caa  be 
proved  to  go  as  ^  back  as  the 
reign  of  Ferdinand,  or  at  leaf  the 
be^nning  of  that  of  Charles, 
»hich  I  take  to  be  do  very  dificilt 
matter  to  make  ont,  I  flioald  have 
much  greater  refpcfl  for  the  an- 
thority  of  Giles  Feres  than  many 
think  him  entitled  to.  ft  caa 
fcarce  be  fuppoled  that  the  evenu 
of  the  rein  of  Abonabdonlak 
conld  be  fo  totally  forgottea  fo 
foon  after,  that  a  painter  fliouM 
dare  to  invent  a  trial  and  combat* 
at  which  many  flill  living  in  Gra. 
nada  might  have  affiled  as  fpeda-  . 
tors. 

Oppofite  to  the  SmU  de  hs  Ahen^ 
eerrmges  is    the   entrance  into  the 
Tsrr/  di  Ui  d9s  herwumms^  or  the 
tower  of  the  two  fi  fters^  fo  named 
from  two  stry  beaatiftil  pieces  of 
marble  laid  as  flags  in  the  pave- 
ment.    This  gate  exceeds  all  the 
refl  in  profufion  of  ornaments  and 
in  beauty  of  profped,  which  it  af* 
iox^%   through  a  range  of  apart- 
ments, where  a  multitude  of  archa 
terminate  in  a  large  window  open 
to   the  country.     In  a   gleam   of 
funfliine,  the  variety  of  tints  and 
lights   thrown  upon  this  enfilade 
are  uncommonly  rich,     f  employ* 
ed  much  time  in  making  an  exaA 
drawing  of  it  from   the  fountain, 
and  hope  it  will  help  you  to  com* 
prehend  what  I  am  labouring  to 
explain  by   my   narrative.      The 
firh  hall  is  the  concert- room,  wbert 
the   women    fate ;    the    mnficians 
played  above  in  fbnr  balconies.   la 
the  middle  is  a  jet  d*aaal    Thn 
'  aarbla 
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inarble  pftvement  I  take  to  be  eqaal 
to  the  fined  exifting^  for  the  (ize 
of  the  iiags^  and  evenoefs  of  the 
colour.      The  two  fitters,   which 
give  name  to  the  roonit  are  flabs 
that  meafare  fifteen  feet  by  fevea 
and  a  half,  without  flaw  or  flain. 
The  walls,  op  to  a  certain  height, 
are  mofaic,  and  above  are  divided 
into   very  neat  compartments  of 
ftucco,  all  of  one  defign,  which  is 
alfo  followed  in  many  of  the  ad*- 
jacent  halls    and   galleries.    The 
ceilidg  is  a  fretted  cove4    To  pre- 
'  itx^t  this  vaulted  roof,  as  well  as 
fome  of  the  other  principal  co. 
{)olas,  the  outward  walls   of  the 
towers  are  raifed  ten  feet  above  the 
'  top  of  the  dome,  and  fopport  ano- 
ther  roof  over  all,  by  which  means 
no  damage  can  ever  be  can  fed  by 
.  wet  weather,  or  exceffive  heat  and 
cold.     From    this   hall    you   pafs 
round  the  little  myrtle-garden  of 
Lindaraxa>     into    an     additional 
building  made  to  the  eaft  end  by 
Charles  V.     The  rooms  are  fmall 
and   low:    his  dear   motto.   Plus 
eutrt,    appears    on    evtry    beam. 
This  leads  to  a  little  tower,  pro- 
jeQiog  from  the  line  of  the  north 
wall,  called  Ei  ncaifor,  or  the  dref. 
fing.room  of  the  fultana»    It  is  ft 
fmall  fqUare  cabinet,  in  the  middle 
of  an  open  gallery,  from  which  it 
receives  light  by  a  door  and  three 
windows.   The  look-out  chiirming. 
In  one  comer  is  a  large  marble 
f!a^,  drilled  full  of  holes,  through 
which  the  fmoke  of  perfumes  af^ 
ceoded  from  furnaces  below ;  and 
here,  it  is  prefumed,  the  ModHfti 
queen  was  wont  to  fit  to  fumigate 
and  fweeten  her  pcrfon.    The  em- 
i>eror  caafed  this  little  pretty  room 
to  be  painted  with  reprefentations 
of  his  wars,  and  a  great  variety  cf 
firotefques,  which  appear  to  be  co- 
Vol.  XXU. 


pies,  or  at  lead  imitations,  of  thoft 
10  the  loggie  in  the  Vatican,  'thcj 
have  been  (hamefuUy  abuied  by 
idle  fcribblers  |  what  remains  fliewa 
them  to  have  been  the  work  of 
able  artids*  From  hence  yoo  go 
through  a  long  palTage  to  the  hall 
of  ambadadorsi  which  U  magniil* 
cently  decorated  w^h  innamerablb 
varieties  of  mofaics,  and  the  mot- 
tos  of  all  the  kings  pf  Granada. 
This  long  narrow  antichamber 
opens  into  the  communa  on  the  left 
hand,  and  on  the  right  into  the 
great  audience-hall  in  the  tower  of 
CotnartSitL  noble  apartmenti  thirty* 
fix  feet  fquare,  tbirty-fix  high  np 
to  the  cornice,  and  eighteen  from 
thence  to  the  centre  of  the  cupola. 
The  walls  on  .three  fides  are  fifteen 
feet  thick,  on  the  other  nine ;  the 
lower  range  of  windows  thirteen 
feet  high.  The  whole  hall  is  in- 
laid  with  mofaic  of  many  colours^ 
difpofed  in  intricate  knots,  ftart^ 
and  other  figures*  In  every  pare 
are  repeatedf  certain  Arabib  fea- 
tenccs,  the 'principal  of  which  are 
the  following: 

<*  The  counfel  of  God  and  a 
•*  fpeedy  fncreafe,  and  give  joy  to 
««  true  believ<^s.''  ii  » 

<«  Praife  to  God,  and  to  hir-Yice- 
**  gerent  Nazar,  who  gave  this 
'*  empire^  and  to  our  king  Aboo- 
«<  abdonlah,  to  whom  be  peace» 
"  elevation,  and  glory.** 

N.  B.  Nazar  »  an  appellation 
of  eminentei  ,and  fuppofed 
to  mean  the  famous  Mmir- 
moumclin  JacobAlmanzar. 

««  There  il  no  God  but  God.** 

«<  Valour^  fuccefs,  and  ddratioii 
**  to  our  king  Abulhaghagh,  kin^ 
'«  of  the  Moors ;  God,  gukle  hu 
'•  date  and  elevate  his  power  I'* 

*<  Praife  be  to  God,  for  I  en- 

<^MiveA  this  Jwiiling  of   princea 

K  •*  with 


ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1775. 


»30 

"  ftiik  my  Leauty,  £cd  with  cy 
■'  cfij^r.      I  ftrikc  f.rm  rcot ;    I 
"  h&ve  focnuirii  cf  purc^  ttaier, 
''  ard   kaaaioAe  apariorau ;  cj 
"  iriiiabiuotft  zrt  \*jiQi  of  mighty 
"  poiiTaRCf.       lAiy     Gcd,     v.ho 
•'  gukri  bis  pw^if,  prctcci  me, 
••  lor  r  af.e'.d  cc  the  fi/icgs   of 
'*  tbc  rioiy  '.    I  2m  ir.ui  adorned 
"  by  trie    tiinc  and  iib^r«li:y  cf 
'*  Abulhaghagh,  v^no  is  a  bri^hi 
**  it'O'/n  that  cailr  for^h  hi<  Jigbs 
*'  r.ver  the  face  of  ne*vrr.." 

Tfaef?  inrcripiioD»,  and  many 
oibers  difpfffed  over  the  pahce, 
prove  that  there  J3  very  liftle  of  it 
rrmaining  that  is  not  tbc  work  of 
Abulhaghagb,  or  cf  Abouabdou- 
lab. 

Having  thus  completed  the  tour 
of  the  upper  apartments,  which  are 
open  a  level  with  the  ofiiceiof  ibe 
pew  palace,    you   defend  to  the 
lower  floor*  which  con(iiled  cf  bed- 
chambers and  fum me r- rooms :  the 
back-ftairs  and  paH'agcs,  that  faci- 
litated   the    intercourfe     between 
them,  are  without  number.     The 
STiOii  remarkable  room  below  is  the 
king's  bedchamber*   uhich   com- 
municated, by  means  of  a  gallery, 
wiih   the  upper  ftory.     The  b'ds 
were  placed  in   two  alcoves,  upK>n 
a   raifcd    pavement  of    blue   and 
white  tiles ;  but  as  it  hai»  been  re- 
paired  by    Philip  V.  uho  pafTcd 
fume  time  here,  I  cannot  fay  how 
it  may  have  been  in  former  times. 
A  fountain  played  in  the  middle, 
to  refrefii  the  apartment   in    hot 
weather.    Behind  the  alcoves  are 
fmall  doors,  that  condudl  you  to 
the  royal  baths.    Thefe  confift  in 
one  fmall  clofet  with  marble  cif- 
terns  for  waOiing  children,    two 
rooms  for  grown-up  perfons.  and 
vaults    for   boiler?  and  furnaces, 
that  fiipplitd  the  b^ths  with  wa- 


ter, acd  the  &axt%  «iui  rap?c.i« 
Tht  iroogh!  are  fomied  cf  la:ge 
dkbi  cf  i^:3!t£  si£rble;  cLe  vaii 
are  hesutiied  »:th  party -colocred 
e.rtr.en  ware;  light  is  adsir^ 
by  nc!s!  in  tee  ccTed  ceiling. 

H-rd  by  is  a  wh 2 fpering -gal- 
lery, acd  a  kind  of  iabyriaib, 
fi«iu  to  have  bcea  made  for  the 
divert: on  of  the  uoaeo  and  cbi!- 
drcD. 

Oie  of  the  pai?A^s  cf  commo- 
oication  is  fenced  off  with  a  Arcng 
iron  gra:e,  and  called  the  prifca 
of  the  fultaoa  ;  but  it  feems  mere 
probable  that  it  was  put  ap  to 
prci'estany  body  from  cjimbing  op 
into  the  women's  qaarier. 

Under  the  ccancil-room  is  1 
long  dip,  called  the  kiogS  ftucj; 
and  adjoining  to  it  are  (crersl 
vaults,  faid  to  be  the  place  of  bo- 
rial  of  the  royal  family.  In  the 
year  15741  four  fepnlchres  were 
opened ;  bur,  as  tbey  cootuncd 
nothing  but  bones  and  allies,  were 
immediately  dofed  again. 

I  Ihdl  finifli  this  dcfcription  of 
the  Alhambra,  by  obferving  hov 
admirably  every  thing  was  punned 
and  calculated  for  rendering  this 
palace  the  mod  voluptuoui  of  all 
rctiremenu  ;    what    plentiful  fop- 
pi  ies  of  water  were  brought  to  re- 
freih  it  in  the  hot  months  of  fum- 
mer ;    what  a  free  circulation  of 
air  was  contrived,  by   the  judid* 
ous  difpofition  of.  doors  and  win- 
dows ;  \^bat  (hady  gardens  of  aro* 
made    trees;   what    noble  views 
over  the  beautiful  hilla  and  fertile 
plains !    No    wonder    the    Moors 
regretted    Granada ;    no    wondrr 
they  ftiU  offer  up  prayers  to  God 
every  Friday  for  the  recovery  of 
this  city,  which  they  efteem  a  tcr- 
rcSrial  paradife. 
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mthidra!  Church  of  Bargos; 
*  /Ar  Origin  of  Uothic  Jr* 
mrf..    From  ihi  fame. 

B  cathedral  is  one  of  the 
\o9t  magnificeac  firodlures 
Gothic  kind,  now  cxilting 
)e;  but  although  it  rifes 
hf  and  it  feen  at  a  great 
-  its  fitaation  In  a  hole  cut 
he  fide  of  the  hill,  is  a 
iCidvantage  to  its  general 
ts  form  is  exadtly  the  fame 
of  York  minfter,  which  I 
3Q  to  be  the  criterion  ac- 
to  which  the  beauties  or 
f  every  Gothic  church  are 
limated.  At  the  wetlei'n 
pal  front  are  two  fteeples 
n  fpiresy  tnd  on  the  cen- 
; edifice  rifes  a  large  fquare 
idorned  with  eight  pinna* 

one  fide  of  the  eall  end 
rr  oAagon  building,  with 
Tmids,  which  correfpond 
to  the  Chaptcr-houfe  at 
We  were  ftruck  with  the 
nee  between  thefe  build- 
>th  were  embellifhed  with 
fion  of  (latues ;    mod  of 

York  were  deftroyed  in 
emotions  of  iconoclailic 
ofe  of  Burgos  are  (till  in 
effion  of  the  homages  of 
try,  and  confequently  en- 
ryeral  of  them  are  much 
licate  than  one  would  ex- 
mfidering  the  age  they 
Iptared  in.  SantiagOi  the 
of  this  cathedra],  Itands 
ifpiCDOus  on  his  war-horfe 
the  needles  of  the  main 
and  the  Virgin  Mary  it 
h  iblemn  Hate  over  the 
jadow  of  the  weft  porch. 
i«ge-work|  arches,  pillars, 
dements,  are  exec o ted  in 
ft  elaborate   and  finidi^d 


mantier  of  that  ftyfe  which  hat 
ufaally  been  called  Gothic  ;  of  late 
this  appellation  is  exploded,  and 
that  of  Arabic  fabftitated  ior  it* 
I  confefs^  I  fee  feme  reafon  to 
doubt  of  the  propriety  of  this  fe« 
cond  epithet/  In  the  buildings  I 
have  had  opportunities  of  examin- 
ing in  Spain  and  in  Sicily,  which 
are  undoubtedly  Saracenic*  I  have 
never  been  able  to  difcover  any 
thing  like  an  original  defign,  from 
which  the  Gothic  ornaments  might 
be  fuppofed  to  be  copied.  The 
arches  ofcd  in  our  old  cathedrals 
are  poinded ;  thofe  of  the  Sara- 
cens arealmoft  femi-circnlar,  when- 
ever they  are  not  turned  in  the 
form  of  an  horfe-fhoe.  Thp 
churches  of  our  aaceftOrs  (hoot  up 
into  fpires,  towers,  pinnacles,  and 
filligree  work,  and  no  fnch  thing 
as  a  cupola  feems  ever  to  have 
been  attempted  ;  the  mofques  and 
other  buildings  of  the  Arabians, 
are  rounded  into  domes  and  co- 
ved roofs,  with  now  and  then  a 
(lender  fquare  minaret  terminating 
in  a  ball  or  pine-apple  ;  the  Ara- 
bic walls  (hine  with  painted  tiles, 
mofaics,  and  ftacco,  none  of  which 
ever  appear  in  our  ancient  edi- 
fices ;  the  pillars  in  the  latter  are 
generally  grouped  many  together, 
and  from  a  very  fmall  member  of 
an  entablature  fprings  one  or  two 
arches ;  in  the  former,  thie  co- 
lumns ftand  fingle,  and  if  placed 
mure  than  one  together  to  fupporc 
foroe^eavy  part,  they  never  touch» 
or  as  it  were  grow  into  each  other  ; 
there  is  always  a  thick  architrave 
at  leaft  to  fupport  the  arch,  and 
commonly  ad  updght  piece  of 
wall  to  refift  the  Patera!  prefiure« 
Whenever  it  happens,  as  in  the 
great  divifions  ot  the  mofqne  at 
Cordova,  that  four  pillars  are 
K  2  joined 
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Joiaed  together,  it  is  by  meaos  of    which  was  received  from  ikf-Ii^hu 
a  fqoare  wa!!  or  pier,   ac  the  foor     aod  cupolas,   mud  froin  the  occa^ 


ai}g>i  of  which  are  placed  the  co- 
lumas,  perfectly  feparated  aod  dif. 
tinO.     In  all   the  varieties  cf  ca- 

fitals  I   have  taken  drawings  cf, 
never    found   one    exadly   the 
fame  in  defign  or  proportions,  ss 
onr  Gothic  ones  in  the  churches 
of  England,  or  in  thoie  of  France, 
at  leaft  fuch  at  1  have  examined; 
iriz.  Saint  Denif,  Amiens,  Roacn, 
B'^rdeaux,  Toor.',  and  others.  The 
Chrillian  ftruclures  are  extremely 
lofty,  and   full  of  long  windows 
with   painted   glafs ;    the  porches 
and  doors  are  deep  receflc?,  with 
fevcral  arches  one  within  another, 
crowded  with  little  faints  and  an- 
gtU,     Now  every  thing  is  differ- 
ent in  tbt  mofque   of    Cordova, 
the  only  one  I  have  ever  feen,  but 
which  I  think  maybe  fairly  deem- 
ed  a  proper  fa m  pie  of  Arabian  fa- 
cred    architedore,    to   eftabiiAi  a 
judgment  n^on ;  whether  we  coa- 
Ader  its  antiquiiy,  being  built  be- 
fore the  ninth  century ;  its  pre- 
fent  ftate,  which,  fome  parts  ex- 
cepted, is  exadly  as  it  was  a  thoa- 
fand    yezTS    ago ;    or    laftiy,    the 
princely  hands  that  raifpd  it.     It 
was  ercded  by  Abdoulrahman  the 
fir.'l,  probably   upon  the  defigns, 
and  under  the   irfptclicn  of    the 
abled  architects  of   the  age,    and 
according  to  the  method  of  diilri. 
button    cbfervcd    in    holy  edidces 
built  in  Arabia  aod  Egypr,    Here, 
and  I  have  reafon  to  think  it  is  Co 
in  mod,  if  not  all,  mofques,  the 
elevation  of   the  roof    is  trIAing, 
not    a    fcventeenth    part   of   the 
Irngth  of  the  ilcs;  there  are  no 
windows   of   any  iize,    and  what 
there   arc,   arc  covered  with  fili- 
gree-work  in  (lone,  fo  as  never  to 
admit  any  great  quantity  of  light, 
6 


fional  opening  of  the  doori:  the 
(icking  back   of  the  arches  over 
the  gates  is  fcarce  percepcibie,  as 
they  are  almoll  of  an  eqoaJ  pro- 
jedion  with  the  wall  of  the  boild- 
ing.     From    all   ihefe  differential 
Barks,    I   am  icclined  to  fofpcA 
that  oar  old  ftrodores  have  bcea 
Dew-named,  and    l#ahonetanifed 
without  fufficient    prtx)f  of  ibnr 
Arabic  orgin.     At  the  faoie  time 
1  acknowledge  it  is  dilEciilt  to  find 
them  a  more  fatisf«dory  aod  ge- 
nuine pedigree. 

The  bell  age  of  that  ftyle  of 
conllruAion  began  la  England  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  third,  for 
till   then  we  boilt  io  the  clnafy 
manner  called  Saxon,  defiituteof 
every  recommendation,  bat  foltdi- 
ty  ;  the  new  laAe  came  in  all  pro-     ' 
bability  from  France,  introduced 
by  fome  Proven9aU  that -followed 
the    Queen.      If   yon    foppofe  it 
imported    into  that  kingdom  by 
thofe  that  returned  from  the  cm- 
fadoes,    we  moft  of  conrfe  fet  it 
down    as    an    eaftern     invention. 
The  quefiion  is,  what  part  of  the 
eaft  it  came  from,  and  whether 
it  was  the  fame  as  that  employed 
by  the  Arabians.      If  there  were 
clear  proofs  of  its  being  a  branch 
of    (he     Arabic   archtteAnre,     it 
would   dill   appear  extraordinary, 
that  its  very  firll  introdu6lion  into 
Chrlftendom   (hould    be    attended 
with    f)   great    a    variatioo  from 
the  models  it  was  meant  to  iiniute^ 
and  that  any   prince    or    learned 
pried   that   thoaght  it  worthy  of 
being  employed   in    his    conatiy, 
fliould  immediately  fet  about  new 
fafhioning  it  in  all  its  poinu.    We 
may,  if  we  pleafe  to  indnlgeoa^ 
itncy,  fay  that  fome  fubline  vp- 

■IM 
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nius  ftarted  out   from   the  dully 
gloom  of  a  monadic  library,  alter- 
ed and  improved    upon  the  hints 
he   found    in   books  of   Arabian 
architecture,  fubflitated  bold  and 
alloniihiDg  ideas  of  his  own  ;  found 
blfhopsy  princes,  and  abbots,  wil- 
Hng  to   adopt  them}    and    built 
churches  in  a  llyle  entirely  new, 
and  apparently  original.     We  may 
f up  pole    him    to   have    formed   a 
fchool  of   other  monks,  the  only 
arcbite^  of  thofe  ages  among  the 
Chrillians ;  and  that  thefe  pupils 
gradually  new  modelled  the  pre- 
cepts of  their  mailer,  and  reduc- 
ed   his   method  to  certain  rules  ; 
which  afterwards  fenred  as  guides 
through  all  the  fantallic  mazes  of 
our  ecdefiaftical  architecture.  Some 
perfons  have  fufpedled  it  to  have 
been  the  manner  pradlifed  by  the 
eaftern  Chriftians,  and  not  adopted 
by  the  Arabs ;  who  might  dikiain 
to  have  any  thing  fimilar  in  their 
places  of  worlhip,  with  thofe  of  a 
conquered   people.     Others  have 
been  of  opinion,    that   it   comes 
originally  from  Pe'rlia,  or  further 
call ;  and  fome  again  maintain  it 
to  be  an  European  invention,  or 
at    leall    a    barbarous    mode    of 
building    brought  by  fome   great 
genius   to   the   elegant  perfetlion 
we  behold  in  our  cathedrals.    The 
argument  would  require  a  great 
number  of  comparilons,  confron- 
tations, and  combinations,  to  find 
out   the  conneC\ion    between   the 
two  manners:  fuch  a  dilquifition 
belongs  more  properly  to  a  trtra- 
tife  than  to  a  letter,  of  which  it 
has  already  engrofled  too  )arg^  i| 
ihare. 


Ob/ervathns  on  the  iorlitft  «/«/ra- 
iudio/i  of  Cloch ',  ijjhi  HmoHr'- 


ahli  Daines  Barriogton,  In  ^ 
Letter  f  the  Honourable  Mr.  JuJ* 
tice  Black  Hone. 

Dear  Sir, 

AS  I  know  you  are  fomewhat 
interefted  with  regard  to  the 
period  when, thofe  ufefuf  meafnrers 
of  time  called  clocks  were  firlt 
made,  I  fend  you  the  refult  of  my 
inquiries  on  that  head,  a f tier  hav- 
ing confulted  molt  of  thofe  trea- 
tifes  which  might  be  fuppoled  to 
furnifh  material  information. 

Earlier  inftances  might  be  pro- 
duced from  thefe  authorities  of 
Horologia  in  different  parts  of  Eo- 
rope;  but  this  word  fignifying  in 
thofe  centuries  dials  as  well  is 
r/vi/,  nothing  dccilive  can  be  in-, 
ferred  from  /nch  term,  nnlefs  from 
other  circumftances,  or  exprtffions^ 
it  can  be  (hewn  to  relate  to  a  dock 
rather  than  a  dial. 

Dante  feems  to  be  the  firll  au- 
thor who  hath  introduced  the 
mention  of  an  orologh^  'whUhfiruck 
the  hour  (and  confequently  can- 
not be  a  dial)  in  the  followfdg 
lines : 

"  Indi  come  horologio  chc  m  cUam^ 
<*  Nel  hoi  a  che  la  fpof*  d*Idio  furge, 
«  Amatiinar  lo  fpofo,  perchc  Tami."    • 
Dante.  Piradifo,  C.  x. 

Now  Dante  was  born  in  iz65» 
and  died  in  1321,  aged  57  ;  there- 
fore llriking  clocks  could  not  have 
been  very  uncommon  in  Italy  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  i^th  cen- 
tury, or  the  very  beginning  oT 
the  14th. 

But  the  uf(^  of  clocks  was  not 
confined  to  Italy  at  this  period; 
for  we  had  one  of  thefe  artiils  in 
England  precifeljr  about  the  fatoe 
time,  who  furnilhed  the  famoot 
clock-houfe  near  Weftminfter-hall, 
with  a  clock  to  be  heard  by  tho 
K  3  coortt 
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courts  of  law>  out  of  a  fine  im- 

pofed  en  the  Chief  JuHice  of  the 

King's  Bench  in  the  i6th  ye^r  of 

EdwardI,  or  A.  D.  I288». 

Vou  have  in  your  Cominenta- 

Ties  f  obfervedy  that  this  panifli- 

ment  of  Radalphas  de  Hengham 

28  firll  taken  notice  of  in  the  Year 

Book  %  during  the  reign  of  Rich- 
ard 111,  where  indeed  no  mention 

is  made  of  a  clock's  being  thus 

paid  for ;  but  if  the  circumftahces 

^ated  in  the  report  of  this  are  con- 

iideredy  it  was  highly  unneceflary, 

pnd  perhaps  improper^  to  have  al- 
luded to  this  application  of  the 

Chief  Ju(Uce*s  fine. 
It  appears  by  the  Year  Book» 

that  Richard  III.  had  clofeted  the 

Judges  in  the  laiur  Star  Chamber, 

to  take  their  opinions  upon  three 

points  of  law  ;  the  fecond  of  which 
.  was,   <*  whether  a  Juftice  of  the 

*'  Peace,  who  had  inrolled  i.n  in- 

<<  diAmcnt  which   had  been  ne- 

"  gatived   by   the    Grand    Jury, 

V  amongft  the  trug  Sillss  might  be 

'*  puni£ed  for  this  abufe  of  his 

«•  office.*' 

On  this  queftion  a  diverdty  of 

opinion  arifes  amongil  the  Judges, 

fome  of   which   fnppofe,    that    a 

inaagifirate  cannot  be  profecuted 

for    what    be    may    have    done ; 
,  whilft  others  contend,  that  he  may, 

find  cite   the  cafe  of   Henghaip, 

who  was  fined  800  marks  for  mak- 
ing an  alteration  in  a  record,  by 

which  a  poor  defendant  was  only 

|o  pay  6s.  %d.  inftead  of  13X.'  i^. 


Thus  far  the  anfwer  of  the 
judges  to  the  quettion  propofed 
was  llridly  proper ;  but  the  ap- 
plication of  the  fine  to  the  build- 
ing a  clock-houfe  ||  was  not  the 
lead  material ;  bcfides  that  it  was 
probably  a  mod  notorious  faft  to 
every  lludent  upon  his  ^vfk  attend* 
ing  Weftminfter-hall,  as  we  find 
Judge  Southcote  fo  much  later,  in 
the  early  part  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's reign,  not  only  mentioning 
the  tradition,  but  that  the  clock 
fliil  continued  there,  which  had 
been  forniflied  out  of  the  Chief 
Juftice^s  fine  §.  Sir  Edward  Coke 
likewife  adds,  that  the  800  marks 
were  aflually  entered  opon  the 
roll  4- ,  fo  that  it  is  highly  proba- 
ble he  had  himfelf  feen  the  re- 
cord. 

On  the  fide  of  New  Palace- yard, 
which  is  oppofite  to  WeHminfter^ 
hall,  and  in  the  fecond  pediment 
of  the  new  buildings  from  the 
Thames,  on  the  exad  fpot,  ac- 
cording to  Strype,  vt^herc  the  clock- 
houfc  Itood,  a  dial  is  ioferted  with 
this  remarkable  motto' npon  it, 
"  £>i/citi  Jmftitiam  M^iti**  which 
fcems  molt  clearly  10  relate  to  the 
fine  impofed  on  Radnlphns  de 
Hengham.  being  applied  to  the 
paying  for  a  clock* 

Mr.  Norris,  Secretary  ^F.the 
Society  of  Antiquaries,  hath  been 
likewife  fo  obliging  ai  to  refer  me 
to  th^  following  inftance  of  a 
very  ancient  clock  in  the  fame 
century. 

t  yol.IILp.40S, 


*  See  Selden  in  his  Pref.  to  Hengham. 

X  Mich.  ».  Ric.  3. 

I  We  find  ^hat  this  clock  was  confidered  during  the  reign  of  Henry  Y  I.  to  be 
of  fuch  confM^uence,  that  the  King  gave  the  keeping  of  it,  with  the  appurte- 
^ance»-,4o  Willia^  Warby,  Dean  of  St.  Stephen*$v^4ogetfacr  with  the  pay  <tf 
6d,  per  diem,  to  be  received  at  the  Exchequer. 

%  3  Inft.  p.  72.     ' '  ^      4  4  inft.  p.  i55« 

•'  Ana 
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^  Anno  12929  N9vum  Oralo- 
'*  giam  Magnum  in  Ecclefii  (fc« 
*«  Cantnarienfi)  pretium  50/.'' 

I  (hall  now  produce  a  proof,  that 
not  only  cloclcs  bat  watches  were 
made  in  the  beginning  of  the  14th 
century.  ' 

Seven  or  eight  years  ago,  fome 
labourers  were  employed  at  Bruce 
Caflle  in  Fifeihire,  where  they 
found  a  watch,  together  with  fome 
coin ;  both  of  which  they  difpofed 
of  to  a  (hopkceper  of  St.  Andrews, 
who  fent  the  watch  to  his  brother 
in  London,  confidering  it  as  a  cu- 
rious piece  of  antiquity  *•  The 
outer  cafe  is  of  filver,  raifed,  in 
rather  a  handibne  pattern,  over 
a  ground  of  blue  enamel;  and  I 
think  I  can  difiinguilh  a  cypher 
of  R.  B.  at  each  corner  of  the  en* 
chafed  work.  On  the  dial-plate 
Is  written,  Rdmus  B.  Rex  Scat- 
t^ntmp  and  over  it  is  a  convex 
tranfparent  horn,  inftead  of  the 
glaifes  which  we  ufe  at  prefent. 

Now  Robertas  B.  Rex  Scotto- 
rum  can  be  no  other  King  of  Scot- 
land than  Robert  Bruce,  who  be. 
gan  his  reign  in  1305,  and  died 
in  1328;  for  the  Chriftian  name 
of  Baliol  who  fucceeded  him  was 
£dward  ;  nor  can  Robertas  B.  be 
applied  to  any  later  Scoiti(h 
kiiig.  . 

This  very  fingular  watcn  is  not 
of  a  larger  iize  than  thofe  which 
are  now  in  common  ufe;  at  which 
I  was  much  furprifed,  till  I  had 
feen  feveral  of  the  |6th  century 


in  the  coIle6Hon  of  Sir  Aflitoii 
Lever,  and  Mr.  Ingham  Forfter, 
which  were  con  fiderably  fmaller. 

As  I  mean  to  deduce  the  pro-' 
|;refs  of  the  art  of  clock-making 
in  a  regular  chronological  feries/ 
the  next  mention  I  find  of  Hor^ 
Ugid,  is  inRymer's  Foedera,  where 
there  is  a  protedion  of  Edward 
the  Third,  A.  D.  1368,  to  three 
Dutchmen,  who  were  Orttgiirs* 
The  title  of  this  protection  is, 
'*  De  Horologtoram  Artificio  ex- 
*'  ercendo.*'  Mr.  B.  remarks  opoa 
the  following  lines  of  Chancer  f , 
when  he  fpeaks  of  a  cock's  crow- 
ing, 

**  Full  fikerefwat  hii  crowing  in  hit  loge, 
''  As  is  a  ckck,  or  any  abbey  oriogc,*' 

that  in  the  14th  century,  ibct 
was  often  applied  .to  a  iiil,  whiek 
was  run^  at  certain  periods,  de« 
termined  by  the  hour-elais  or  fun- 
dial  :  but  that  the  a3^  ariA»(#  t 
(or  dock)  could  not  have  been 
uncommon  when  Chancer  wrote 
theie  lines* 

I  now  pafs  on  to  a  famous  aftjro- 
nomical  clock,  made  by  one  of 
our  countrymen  in  the  reign  of 
Ricliard  the  Second,  the  acoodnt 
of  which  I  have  cxtraAed  ffoii 
Leiand. 

Richard  of  Walingferd  «f«i  iba 
of  a  (mith,  who  lived  at  tkat  towut 
and  who,  from  his  learning  and 
ingenuity,  became  abbot  of  St. 
Alban's.  Leiand  proceeds  "cnm 
f  *  jam  per  amplas  licebat  fonnnal^ 


*  It  is  now  in  his  Majefty*s  poflfUiion. 

i*  Chaucer  was  born  A.  I).  1318,  and  died  in  «400« 

^  To  the  time  of  Queen  Elisabeth,  clocks  were  often  caljcd  ordogeti 

«  Hell  watch  the  horol^e  s  dmiUe  fii» 
**  If  drink  rock  not  his  cradle/* 

Othdlo,  aa  ii.  fit.  j. 

The  dock  of  Wells  cathednd  is  allb  to  this  day  caBcd  the  btnkgi. 

-  K  4  "  voWt 
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»-;(^su  ^lo^fcr^  fai«t:c  i-^ir-^«ira 


^  .OfUA,    ac    Si.ri'i    ^^■i.v.urang-T    rscon* 


s;r-ic.k..^a  vSiTTiif^r*. 


-^^  & 


'^  ^em  MrM|'=  acr^ua  lujia 
^'^  ^a^vses,  2L4/;rs  £^y..i.  Jrut  i-r^s 

•*  ^^t^tim.    ii«  ^iL  cir ^.-a  i:^ 

k.XA^f'iXX  "K^j^yx^  o'jssn^fi 
"  UA  ai^ii  aocLca  r::<xer*c 

Fr>ti    trSkte    ]u:a    %ie«s    abcre 

liOK>^  clxc  c/.ftC3S9Ctf  to  p  ia 
lA\4f^*t  t:K«,  »AO  vu  borm  a: 
Me  Ucter  eo^  ot  Hrs:?  u:e  St- 

ft  t/adi'Joa,  t:*a  :iih  faaout  pMe 
«f  m*A.kMtk'i(m  vru  calied  ^/fc»  '07 

j»f  i«v«/*]  clocJUf  aad  eve  a  a 
wauh,  wkicli  were  »a<^e  in  dif- 
l^reAt  paru  of  the  I4:h  cec:ary, 
«a  alio  haviDg  en deat  cured  to 
Move  that  ihcy  were  not  excefive* 
1/  uaco/nmon  even  in  the  ijtb, 
ic  ina)f  be  thought  neceiTary  chat 
1  flkould  accoant  for  their  not  be- 
ing more  generally  ofed  during 
Ihe/e  periodf,  ai,  in  their  prefeot 
Aace  at  leaft»  ihey  are  fo  very  con- 
venieat*  For  this,  it  fljould  fee 01 , 
that  many  rr afoni  may  be  afligned. 
In  the  inf'iocy  of  thii  new  piece 
of  mechaniriii,  they  were  proba- 
bly of  a  V9ry  imperfeft  conftroc- 
Cion»  perhaps  never  went  tolera- 


zz.tz  aa  ri«  arr±i  v^sre  s  5ag, 
stfT.-  iizr£  s  i±  iavc  aces  cx«rg^ 

U&-1  £<  ii«  9«ffC3a:«n  cr  wu: 
waj  n'S.tT  aa  ev^euic  ac?.  raaa 
•f  sir  ccixoeraac  vfe.  Asi  a 
&a?  peaa;^  ae  6ii<,  tMt  chef 
c&aua:ea  ic  a  ^ress  aaeaiiBe  ■>  (■ 
»3  artisr  aaa  acfi  ciji  s»c  anae> 
oi  ue  I7:a  ce£»rr- 

Add  10  UL!,  t&ai  la  tae  x?d 
asd  14J1  cczisriei,  there  mm  fii 
li::lc  coKBexce,  MtercocHe,  er 
ibciecT,  laat  a::  ko«r-gU6,  or  te 
f2Z,  waa  very  faficieoc  for  the 
coxBiBoa  psrpofiea.  which  are  bow 
■Mwe  accarately  faded  by  chxki 
of  ciodern  cootniAioo.  Dials  aad 
boor-glafes  iikewife  wanlied  so 
nendkng. 

Haricg  now  fioKhed  what  hath 
occ  erred  10  oic  widi  regard  co  ibe 
firft  intrododion  of  clocks*  I  fiiall 
conclude   by    a   few    particalam. 
which  I  have  been  enabled  to  pick 
op,  in  relation  lo  tho(e  more  port- 
4ible    meafures    of     time,    called 
nvaubtip  the  earlieft  of  which  (ex- 
cept that  of  Robert  Brace  King  of 
Scotland)    feems    to    be    one    ia 
Sir  A  Alton   Lever's    moft  valoa- 
ble  mufean,  the  date  upon  which 
is  1541 1. 

Dcrbai^ 

*  Inland  do  Script.  9rit. 

t  llie  c4«irll  clock  we  liava  in- England  that  is  fupppfcd  to  go  tolcnblTi 
i|  of  llic  preceding  year,  via.  ^540,  the  inidal  lettas  of  the  maktt^a  «»«M 

*'  '   ■  ^H 
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Durham  (in  his  artificial  Clock- 
inaker^  publilhed  in  i/i 4)  men- 
tions a  watch  of  Henry  the  Eighth^ 
.which  was  dill  in  order ;  and  Dr. 
Demainbray  10 forms  me^  that  he 
bath  heard  both  Sir  Ifaac  New- 
ton and  Demoivre  foeak  of  this 
watch  •. 

The  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth 
(Henry's  contemporary)  was  fo 
roach  pleafed  with  thefe  tiroe- 
meafarers,  that  he  nfed  to  fit  after 
lua  dinner  with  feveral  of  them 
on  the  table,  his  bottle  being  in 
the  center;  and  when  he  retired 
to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Jaft»  he 
continued  ftill  to  amufe  btmfelf 
with  keeping  them  in  order,  which 
IS  fafd  to  have  produced  a  re- 
^edion  from  him  on  the  abfar- 
4ity  of  his  attempt  to  regulate  the 
motions  of  the  different  powers  of 
Europe. 

Some  of  the  watches  ufed  at  this 
time  feem  to  have  been  ftrikers ;  at 
l^ft  we  find  in  the  Memoirs  of  Li* 
teratare^  that  fuch  watches  hav. 
ing  been  fiolen  both  from  Charles 
the  Fifth  and  Lewis  the  Eleventh, 
whilft  they  were  in  a  croud,  the 
thief  was  deteAed  by  their  ftriking 
|he  hour. 

In  moft  of  the  more  ancient 


watches  (of  which  I  have  feen  (t« 
veral  in  the  coUeAion  of  Sir  Afhton 
Lever  and  Mr.  Ingham  Forfter)  cat-* 
gat  fupplied  the  place  of  a  chain^ 
whilft  they  were  commonly  of  a 
fmaller  fize  than  we  afe  at  prefcnt* 
and  often  of  an  oval  form  f . 

From  thefe  and  probably  mzny 
other  imperfections  they  were  not 
in  any  degree  of  general  reqneft 
till  the  latter  end  of  Qpeen  Eliza* 
beth's  reign;  accordingly  inShake« 
fpeare's  Twelfth  Night  MaWoliQ 
fays, 

«  I  frown  the  while,  and  per- 
««  chance  w/W  a^  my  ^uatch^  w 
'<  play  with  fome  rich  jewel.'* 

Again,  in  the  firft  edition  of 
Harrington's  Orlando  Farioia 
(printed  in  1591),  the  author  it 
repreiented  with  what  feems  to  be 
a  watch,  (though  the  engraving  ii 
by  no  mean^  diftinA)  on  which  it 
written  t 

11  tempo  paffa  {. 
In  the  3d  of  James  the  Firft,  a 
watch  was feand  upon  GoyFawkes, 
which  he  and  Percy  had  bought  the  . 
day  before,  *«  to  try  conclofions  for 
"  the  long  and  fliort  burning  of 
•'  the  touchwood,  with  which  he 
*<  had  prepared  to  give  fire  totke 
•«  train  of  powder.'* 


. tKing  N.  Q«    It  is  in  the  pabce  at  Hampton  Court«    Derham*s  Artificial  Clock- 
paker. 

•  That  diftinguiibed  antiquary  Mr.Walpo)e  has  in  his  poiTe (Kon  a  cldck,  which 
appears  by  the  imcriptiou  to  bave  been  a  prefent  fi-om  Henry  tlie  Eiefath  to  Anne 
Bolcyn,  Poyner,  Biihop  of  Winchdier,  Ukewife  gave  an  aftronomicu  clock  to  the 
^e  King.    Qodwyn  de  Praeful. 

f  Fancirollus  informs  ua,  that  about  the  end  of  the  i  sdi  century,  %vatcbes 
were  made  no  larger  than  an  almond,  by  a  n^  whofe  name  was  Mermecide. 
^ncydop. 

'  )  In  Archbilhop  ParJccr*s  will,  made  April  5,  1575,  ts  the  following  le- 
gacy: 

**  Doi  ct  lego  fratri  mco  Ricardo  cpifeope  EUenfi,  baculum  meom  de  caana 
^  Indian  qui  Hor^gam  habet  in  fummitate.*' 

^iikffiieinthe)imfo(hisfoodS|^      <<  Aclock9valuedat  54./.  4/,^. 
'    "  la 
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In  1651  Charles  the  firft  incor- 
pcrated  the  c.ock-xra<er« ;  and  the 
charter  prchibi:  s  cUciif,<uiutchijf  and 
s/mrms,  from  befog  in-.por:ed,  »hich 
ififtcsentiy  pfovir^  tni:t  tfiey  v^ere 
BOW  ncre  commoDly  u  fed,  as  we  J  as 
that  me  had  ar;ifts  cf  our  o>vd,  who 
were  expert  io  this  branch  of  bufi. 
acTs. 

Aboot  the  middle  of  the  17th 
ccntary,  Hufj^ecs  made  his  great 
iaproveiFient  in  clock-work^uhich 
prodttced  many  others  from  oor 
own  countrymen  ;  the  Ia:ed  of 
which  was  the  iniroduAioa  of  re- 
pealing watches  in  the  time  of 
Charles  the  Second,  who,  ss  1  have 
been  informed  by  the  late  Lord  Ba- 
thurft,  f^otone  of  the  &ri\  of  thefc 
Bcw  nvcnticns  to  Lewis  XIV. 

The  former  of  thefe  kings  was 
Tery  curious  with  regard  to  ihefe 
tiae^flBCafurers ;  and  1  hare  been 
told  by  an  old  perfon  of  the  trade, 
that  wacch-ffldkcrs  (particularly 
Eaft}  ofed  to  attend  whilll  he  was 
playing  at  the  Mall,  a  watch  being 
often  the  ftake. 

Bot  we  have  a  moch  more  carious 
anecdote  of  royal  attention  to 
watches  in  Dr.  Derham's  Artificial 
Clock.  Qidker. 

Barlow  had  produced  a  patent, 
in  concert  with   the    Lord   Chief 

imiice  iVIiebone,  for  rtpcattn  ; 
ut  Quare  making  one  at  the  fame 
time  opon  ideas  be  had  entertain- 
ed before  the  patent  w?s  grant- 
cd»  James  the  Second  tried  both, 
and  giving  the  preference  to 
Qoare^s,  it  was  notified  in  the  Ga- 
sette. 

In  the  fucceeding  reign,  the  re- 
putation of  the  Englifh  work  in  this 
branch  was  fuch^  that  in  the  year 
1698,  an  zQl  pafled,  obliging  the 
makers  tp   put    their  names  on 


watches,   left     difcrediiable    

might  be  fold  abroad  for  EngKft. 

If  any  of  thefe  puticafars,  or 
as?cdr>res,  Aiold  £io%e  intereftiBg 
to  yon,  it  w ill  amply  recompeece 
the  tpoable  I  may  hate  hadincol- 
lediiig  them  ;  being, 

'D^^T  Sir, 

Yoor  mofl  faith ful 

hamble  Serraac, 

Daikes  BARaixcToa. 


JeceuKteftbi  Eifteddfod  «r  Sfffim 

9f  tkf  BurJs  and  Mimfinh. 

[Froir.  Peananft  Tow  through  Wakt.] 

THE  particular  glory  of  the 
town  of  Cmer^ys,  was  the 
honcar  it  had  of  being  the  place 
of  the  Eifteddfcd^  or  the  fcffions  of 
the  bards  and  minflrels,  for  many 
cen tares.  It  was  the  reibrt  of 
thofe  of  aceriain  diftriA  ;  as  jffcr- 
frarM  io  Amghfid  was  of  ihofe  of  thai 
ifland,  and  the  neighboaring  coaa- 
ty  ;  and  Mmihrmvai  of  thofe  of  the 
land  of  P««vy/.  The  reafon  that 
theie  places  were  thus  diftiogaift- 
ed,  was,  becaufe  the  two  laft  weie 
the  refidence  of  Princes ;  and 
Coirmyi,  on  account  of  the  royal 
palace  that  (lood  below  the  town, 
the  rcfidenca  of  Linuihrn  0^ 
Grjffydd  -"        ^ 

1  hefe  Eifi$idfodi  were  the  Bri- 
iifif  Olympics.  Fired  at  firft  with 
generoos  emulation,  our  poets 
crowded  into  the  lift,  and  carried  off 
the  prize,  contented  with  the  nera 
honour  of  yiaory.  At  length, 
when  the  competitors  became. nu- 
merous, and  the  country  became 
oppreil^d  with  the  maltatade,  new 
regulations  of  coorfe  took  place. 
The  difappointod  c>iAdidatet>ere 
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no  longer  faflFered  to  torture  the 
ears  of  the  principalicy  with  their 
wretched  compofitions.  Noae  ba  t 
btrds  of  merit  were  fotfered  to  re* 
hearfe  their,  pieces ;  and  minftrels 
of  fkill,  to  perform.  Thefe  went 
Shrough  a  long  probation:  jodgts 
were  appointed  to  decide  on  their 
refpeclive  abilities;  and  degrees 
fui cable  were  conferred ,  and  per- 
miflions  granted  for  exercifing  their 
talents,  in  the  manner  that  will 
be  related  in  the  following  pages. 
The  judges  were  appointed  by 
commiffion  from  our  Princes ;  and 
after  the  conqueft  of  ff^idiSt  ^y 
ths  Rings  of  EnglanJ^  notwith- 
ftanding  Editjard  I.  exercifed  a 
politick  cruelty  over  the  genera- 
tion of  bards  of  his.  time,  yet  fa- 
tare  princes  thought  fit  to  revive 
an  inftitution  fo  likely  to  foften 
the  manners  of  a  fierce  people. 
The  crown  iiad  the  power  of  no. 
sninating  the  judges,  who  decided 
not  only  on  the  meritj  bot  the  fcb- 
jeA  of  the  poemS ;  and,  like  our 
'  modern  Lord  Cbamberlainf»  were 
certiio  of  licenfing  only  thofe 
which  were  agreeable  to  the  EngUflt 
court. 

Ic  is  highly  probable,  that  the 
bards  and  minftrels  were  under 
certain  regulations  during  the  time 
of  DruUi/m^  but  we  find  no  proofs 
pf  them  till  long  after ;  till  the 
days  of  CadwalmJr^  laft  ^ing  of 
Britaint  who  died  at  R$mi  about 
tb^  year  68S.  Of  him  it  is  faid, 
that  being  at  an  afiembly  of  this 
nature,  with  his  nobles,  there  came 
a  minftrel,  and  played  in  a  key  fp 
difpleaiingy  that  he  and  ail  his 
)>rethren  were  prohibited,  under  a 
^    fevere  penalty,  from  ever  playing 


on.it  any  more;  bot  were  ordered 
to  adopt  that  of  Mwynin  G^wymdip 
or  the  fweet  key  of  Giujniid  ^. 

I  imagine,  that  previous  to  this, 
there  had  been  mofical  regulations 
in  Britain ;  for  I  find  that  a  tone, 
called  G9fteg  yr  HaUu^  or  the  Pr/- 
ludt  oftbi  Salt^  was  always  played 
whenever  the  falt-feller  was  placed 
before  King  jlrthwr'i  knights,  at 
his.  round  table  f . 

After  Cadwaladr,  the  next 
Princes  who  undertook  the  re- 
form of  our  mi  n(!rel  fie,  wtrcBUd" 
dyn  Mf  Cynfyn  and  GryJ^dd  ap  Cy- 
nan.  The  firft  was  <otemporarf 
with  the  conqueror ;  the  laft  with 
King  Supbf.  Thefe  enaded,  that 
no  perfon  Aould  follow  the  /ns- 
/^«9  of  bard  orminftrel,  but  fuck 
only  who  were  admitted  by  the 
Eijteddfod,  which  was  held  once  m 
three  years.  They  were  prohibit* 
ed  from  invading  one  another's 
province :  nor  were  they  permitted 
to  degrade  then^felves  by  following 
any  Hher  occupation.  Neither  of 
thefe  were  to  demand  above  ten 
ihillings  in  any  article,  under  pai« 
of  lofing  the  whole,  befides  being 
fufpended  from  their  profeffion  for 
three  years  J. 

After  the  times  of  the  princes,, 
the  great  men,  their  defcendants» 
took  thefe  people  under  their  care 
and  protection,  allowing  them  the 
liberty  of  circuiting  fheir  refpedive 
territories  thrice  a  year,  viz.  at 
CMjhuu,  Eafiir,  and  fFbii/uutidi  ; 
and  the  whole  principality  once  ia 
three  years. 

The  bards  were  in  the  higbeft 
repute.  I  cannot  give  a  ilronger 
idea  of  the  efteem  they  were  in« 
than   bj  citing   from  the  H^iljb 


•  North  Wak^, 
WalUc^c,  35. 


t  Mr.  Uorria'aMSS.  ofBritifiimu^. 


Mw% 


I40        ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1779. 


kf»s,  the  account  of  their  rank  in 
t)ie  prince's  court,  and  the  various 
lewards  and  fees  tbty  were  entitled 
to^  and  t;.e  fevcre  penalties  that 
were  ena^ed  to  preferve  their 
ferfons  from  lafuU.  They  were 
fHppofed  to  he  endowed  with  pow- 
ers equal  to  infpiration.  They 
were  the  oral  hidorians  of  all  pall 
tranfa^tions,  public  and  private. 
They  f elated  the  great  events  of 
^eftaie;  and,  like  the /taUs  of 
the  northern  nations^  retained  the 
vesiory  of  nuDiberleis  traafadions, 
which  olherwife  would  have  pe-> 
Sliced  ia  oblivion.  They  were 
likewtfe  thoroughly  acquainted 
witk  the  works  of  the  three  pri- 
fliaiy  bards,q;/x.  Myrddyn  ap  Mor- 
iryn,  Myrddyo  £airy8«  and  Ta- 
lie&a  ben  Beirdd.  But  they  had 
another  talent,  which  probably  en- 
deared them  more  than  all  the  reft 
to  the  Wtlfi  nobility  ;  that  of  be- 
ing aioft  accompliihed  genealo* 
giftf»  tad  flattering  their  vanity, 
i»  fiaging  the  deeds  of  an  an- 
caftry  derived  from  the  laoft  diftant 
feriod. 

The  Bardd  Teulii,  or  Court 
l^ard,  held  the  eighth  place  in 
the  Princess  court.  He  poiTeAed 
]iis  land  free.  The  prince  fupplied 
kim  with  a  horfe  and  woollen  robe, 
and  the  princefs  with  linen  *.  He 
lat  aext  to  the  governor  of  the 
palace  at  the  three  great  feftivals  ; 
fur,  at  thofe  feafons,  the  governor 
was  to  deliver  him  his  harp  f . 
On  the  fame  feftivale,  he  was  al- 
io to  have  the  DifitaitCiy  or  (lew- 
ard  of  the  kouihold's  garment  for 
lis  fee. 

Wkeii  a  feng  is  called  for,  the 
Cmdeir-fmrJii,  or  thje  bard  who  ha^s 
got  the  bdJgi  of  tbt  chair,  is  firil 

•  Leges  WalHcx,  35. 


to  fmg  a  hymn  in  glory  erf  G06  ; 
after  that,  another  in  honour  of  the 
prince.  When  thofe  are  over,  the 
Temlu'wr^  or  bard  of  the  luill,  is  to 
fmg  fome  other  fubjt£i 

If  the  princtrfs  calls  for  a  fong 
after  ihe  has  retired  from  tabic  to 
her  apartment,  the  T^ulvwr  muft 
fing  to  her  highnefs  in  a  lowvoice, 
leaft  he  ihoul<^diAurb  the  perforn- 
crs  in  the  hall.  Jokn  Dajydd  Rhjs 
fayty  that  the  fubjed  was  10  be  on 
death  ;  but  1  rather  follow  JFottn^ 
who,  inftead  of  amgau^  which  fig- 
Djfies  dentb,  prefers  the  word  amgen, 
or  2i  ftparati  Juhjt^  from  what  was 
fung  in  the  hali. 

When  the  bard  goes  with  the 
prince's  fer vants  on  a  plundering 
expedition,  and  performs  before 
them  his  animating  compofitioni, 
he  is  to  have  the  fined  heifer  of  the 
booty  :  and  in  cafe  the  detachment 
was  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle, 
he  was  to  fing  at  iheir  head,  the 
praijts  ff  iht  Britifh  m§iiarcby. 
This  was  to  remind  them  of  their 
ancient  right  to  the  whole  king- 
dom ;  for  their  inroads  being  al- 
moft  always  on  the  Euglijb  territo- 
ries, they  thought  they  did  no  more 
than  feize  on  their  own. 

The  prince  bellowed  on  kim  ao 
ivory  chefs-board  ;  others  fay  a 
harp :  and  the  princefs  a  goldea 
ring.  His  lodging  was  to  be  with 
the  governor  ot  the  palace. 

When  be  is  required  to  Gog  with 
other  bards,  by  way  of  dtftindtou, 
he  it  to  have  a  double  portion. 

If  the  bard  a(ks  any  favour  of 
the  prince,  be  muil  fiog  one  of 
his  compofitions:  if  of  a  noble- 
man, three :  if  of  a  common  per- 
foD,  he  muft  fing  till  ho  is  fo 
weary  as  to  reft  on  bit  elbow^  or 

t  The  fame,  35^  and  i6« 
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This,  I  fear,  ihews    a  gentleman's  harp  was  eftwiafied  «e 


to  fall  afleep. 

oar  bards  were  a  very  importnning 
race,  and  required  a  check  (  yec 
ilill  chey  were  in  high  edimation. 
Their  G«citfrt^»  or  compeniatton  for 
their  life,wa8  rated  at  cxxvi  cows  *> 
and  any  injury  done  them,  at  vi 
cows  and  cxx  pence. 

The  Mercb-Gobr  of  his  dangh^ 
ter^  or  marriage  fine  of  his  daugh- 
ter, was  cxx  pence.  Her  c^-uyU^ 
argjffrtm^  or  nuptial  pr^fents,  was 
thirty  (hillingi ;  and  her  portion 
three  pounds  f.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  the  Pencerdd  Gwlad,  or  chief 
of  the  faculty,  was  entitled  to  the 
mtrci^gUr^  or  amobr  for  the  daugh* 
ters  of  all  the  inferiors  of  the  fa- 
culty within  the  diftrift,  who  pay- 
ed xxiv  pence  on  their  marriage  f 
which  not  only  fiiews  the  anti- 
quity, but  the  great  aathoriiy  of 
thefe  people. 

The  Pencerdd  was  aot  among 
the  X  officers  of  the  court  :  but 
occafionally  fat  in  the  tenth  place. 
He  alfo  had  his  land  free  ;  was  to 
perform  miich  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  court  bard,  whom  he  feems 
to  have  taken  place  of»  /wbenev'er 
he  attended ;  for,  when  the  P/sr^ 
terdd  WSLS  prefent,  the  former  fat 
only  in  the  twelfth  feat.  No  other, 
was  to  play  wirhout.  licenfe  from 
him.  His  death  was  valued  at 
cxxvi  cows  ;  and  any  injury  done 
him,  at  vi  cows,  and  cxx  pence. 
Each  of  the  chief  muficians  was  to 
receive  from  their  Lord,  the  fir  ft, 
a  harp  |  the  fecond.  a  crwtif ;  the 
third,  a  pipe  |  which,  on  their 
deaths,  were  to  revert  to  the  lord  ||. 

The  princeS  harp  was  valued  at 
cxx  pence,  and  that  of  Peruerdd  at 
the  fame ;  the  key  at  xxiv  pence : 


Ix  pence. 

A  commiffioa  for  holding  a« 
Efjledd/§d  n  Catr'wyst  in  1568,  ta 
ilill  in  pofTeffion  of  Sir  R^ger  M^- 
tyH^  together  with  the  filver  harp  ) 
which  had  from  time  iramemorid 
lieen  in  the  gift. of  his  anceftors. 
to  beftow  on  the  thief  tf  tbt  fr^ 
cuhy.  This  badge  of  honour  ta 
about  five  or  fix  inches  long,  and 
furnilhed  with  ftrings  equal  to  the 
number  of  the  mufes.  The  com-« 
miffion  is  the  laft  of  the  kind  which 
was  granted ;  and  ia  in  form  fol- 
lowing : 

By  the  QpiNC. 

Elusabbth,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  of  England,  Frauau, .  %nd, 
Ireland  Qaene,  defrndor  oif  tlie' 
fayth,  C!fr.  to  our  trnftie  and  ryghc 
wel  beloved  S'  Richard  Bu&iep 
knight.  Sir  Reei  Grufith  knighc« 
ElUce  Prici  efquio',  Dodor  in  cyyiU 
lawe,  and  one  of  our  counfail  itt 
our  marches  of '  XTgi/r/,  9FilUmm 
Moftyn^  Jivan  LUydoi  Taie»  Jb^m 
Salujhufy  of  Ruge^  Rets  Thomot. 
Mawriet  Wynni,  H^IP^  Lewes,  Pens 
Mofijn,  Owenjhetap  Hell  Faugheiu^ 
John  IVilC^af  John,  John  Lewi* 
Ow^n,  Moris  Grufytb,  Symttnd 
ThelHfed,  Elliee  mp  IVm  Lhyd,  R^ehd 
PuUftoHt  Harry  Aparry^  WiUiam 
Glynnti  and  Rets  Hugbet^  efquic**, 
and  to  every  of  them,  greatiii^« 
Wheras  it  is  to  come  to  the  know<- 
ledge  of  the  Lofd  Prefident  and 
other  o'  faid  coanfail  in  o'  marches 
of  Wales ^  that  vagraunt  and  idle 
pfons,  naming  themfelft  mj^nftrelU. 
rithmors^  and  barthes,  are  lately 
growen  into  fuch  ao  iatolieraUc 


•  Leges  Wallicac,  5^.  f  Ibid  37.  }  Ibid  (iti 
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aaltitode  w^^in  the  principalitee 
of  Nerthnvalts,  that  not  only  gen- 
tlemen and  others,  by  theire  ihame- 
les  diforders,  are  oftentimes  diC- 
qnieted  in  theire  habitac'oos  ;  but 
alfo  thexpert  mynftrells  and  mu- 
ciGons  in  tonne  and  contry  ther- 
by  much  difcouraged  to  travail  in 
thexerdfe  and  pradize  of  theire 
knowledge ;  and  alfo  not  a  little 
hyndred  in  theire  lyvings  and 
pferm^*.  The  reformation  wher* 
of»  and  the  patting  of  thefe  peo- 
pie  in  ord',  the  faid  Lorde  PreA- 
dent  &  counfail  have  thought  verey 
necefTaryey  and  knowing  you  to 
be  men  both  of  wyfdoroe  and 
upright  dealin2>  and  alfo  of  expe- 
rience and  good  knowledge  in  the 
fcyence,  have  apointed  and  au- 
thiorized  yon  to  be  comiffioners 
for  that  pnrpofe.  And  forafmuch 
as  o*  faid  counfail  of  late,  tra* 
vayling  in  ibme  pte  of  the  faid 
principalitee,  had  pfed  under- 
flanding  or  credible  report*  that 
thaccudomed  place  for  thexcu- 
tTon  of  the  like  comiflyon,  hath 
bene  hertofdre  at  Canyts  in  oor 
countie  of  Ffynt ;  and  that  WtU 
ii£m  Moftym  efqaio',  and  his  an* 
ceft^'  have  had  the  gyfte  and  be- 
Rowing  of  the  fylver  harpe  app- 
taynittg  to  the  cheff  of  that  facnl- 
tie,  and  that  a  yeares  warning  at 
the  leaft  bath  been  accuftomed  to 
be  geaven  of  thaflisBbly  and  exe* 
cuc'on  of  tbt  like  commiflyon. 
Our  faid  cotinfail  have,  tharfore, 
apoynud  thexecuc^on  of  this  com- 
aiffyon  to  be  at  the  faid  towne 
ciCmr§^S9  the  Mcnday  next  aft' 
the  feaft  of  the  blefled  Trynitee, 
^^  ihall  be  in  the  yeare  of  C 
liorde  God  ic68. 

And  therfore  we    require  and 

comand   3ron,   by  the  aucthoritee 

'^f  thefe  pfen  ts^  not  only  to  csufe 


open  pelamac*'ons  to  be  made  ia 
all  ffayo**,  m'ketts,  townes,  and 
other    places  of  ailembly  w<Ma 
our  counties  of  jtrngHtUf  CmrwwHi 
MeprywMtb^  Dimhigb^  and  Efiymt^ 
that  all  and  ev''  pfon  mad  pfons 
thatentend  to  mayateigne  tncirt 
lyvings  by  name  or  color  of  myn* 
ilrells,  rithm  rs,  or  barchcs,  wthia 
the    Tdmith  of  AbtrfianM^   com* 
phending  the  faid  fyve  (hires,  £hal 
be  and  aopearfe  before  you  the  Ijid 
^aye  and   place,  to  fhewe   theire 
learnings  accordingly:  butalfothat 
you,   xx**«,  xix«»,  xviii*",  xvii*, 
xvi««,  xv«»,    xiiii~»,    xiii«",    xii% 
xi",    x^,  ix>  viii,    vii,    or  vi  of 
you,    whereof   youe,   S'    Richard 
BMey^    S'    Reet  Gruffitb,    EWet 
Prici,  and  Wm  Mtfyu^  £fqoior^ 
or  iii**  or  ii  of  you,  to  be  of  the 
nomb'  to  repayre  to  the  faid  place 
the  daye  aforfaid,  and  caHing  to 
you  fuch  expert   men  in  the  faid 
facultie  of  the  If^tl/be  mnfick,  as  to 
you  fhall  be  thought   convenient 
to   pceade  to   thexecuc'on  of  the 
pmifsS  and  to  admytt  foch  and  fo 
many  as   by   your  wifdomes  and 
knowledges  you  (hall  fynde  wor^ 
thy   into   and   and'  the  degrees 
heretofore  in    femblable   fort,  to 
ufe  exercife  and  iblowe  the  fcyen- 
ces  and  facultes  of   theire    pfef- 
fyons  in  fuch  decent  ord'  as  fhall 
apptaigne  to  eche  of  theire  de. 
grees,  and  as  yo'  difcrecTona  and 
wifdomes  (hall  pfcribe  an  to  tbcm, 
geaving  ftraijght  monycons    and 
comaundm'  in  e*  name  and  oa  o' 
behalf  to  the  reft  not  worthy   that 
they  retnme  to  fome  hoaeu  lab^ 
and  due  exerci(e,  fach  as  they  be 
moft  apte  onto  for  mayateaanaoe 
of  their  lyvings^  apoa  uaiae  to  be 
taken  as  fturdy   aad    idle   vaca* 
boondes,.and  to  be  afed  accordia| 
to  the  lawes  and  flata^cs  pvidcd  ia 
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xhiX  behalf,  letting  yoa  wyth  o' 
U\d  coonfaill  look  for  Bdvertifem' 
by  due  certificatt  at  yo«r  handes 
of  yoF  doings  in  thexecuc'on  of 
Che  fatd  pmifs*.  For  feeing  in 
any  wife  that  upon  the  faid  af- 
fembly  the  peas  and  good  order 
be  obferved  and  kept  accordingly* 
aflfertaynin^  you  that  the  faid 
fTi/im  Mofijm  hath  proifed  to  fee 
furnyture  and  things  neceflary 
pvided  for  that  afTembly  at  the 
place  aforfaid.  Gevcn  under  o* 
fignet  at  o*"  citie  of  Cbefter  the 
xxiii*^  of  OSchtr,  the  nynih  yearc 
of  o^raigne. 

Signed  her  Hignfs  coonfaill, 
in  the  m'ches  of  Wales. 

In  confeqoencf,  an  EipeJdfod 
ww%  held  on  the  26th  of  May  tol- 
Jowing  :  and  on  this  occafion  fifty- 
five  perfoDs  received  their  degrees. 

Four  were  created  chief  bards  of 
vocal  fong, 

Seven^—— primary  ft  udents  of  vo- 
cal fong. 

Three fecondary  ftudentj  of 

vocal  fong. 

Three  — -  probationary  ftudeots 
of  vocal  fong. 

Instrumental  Music- 
Harp. 
Three  were  created  chief  bards  and 

teachers  of  in ftru mental  focg. 
,  Five  .^-—  chief,  bards    (bat    not 

teachers)  of  inftmmental  fong. 
Four  f— -  primary  ftodents  of  in- 

ftrumental  fone;. 
Five  —  fecondary  ditto. 
Three'——  probationary   ftndent^ 
of  in  lira  mental  fong. 

Cr  WTH. 

:Two  were  created  chief  bards  and 
teachers  of  indromental  fong. 
Four  — —  chief  bards    (but  not 
teachers)  of  inflr«mentai  fuBg. 
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One  ■         primary  lludent  of  in- 

fir  a  mental  fong. 
Seven  —  fccondar/  ftudents  of 

inftrumental  fong. 
Four  —probationary  iludectsof 

inllramenta(  fong. 

It  mull  be  obferved,  that  play- 
ers on  crwths  with  three  ftrings, 
taborers,  and  pipers»  were  reckon* 
ed  among  the  ignoble  performers: 
they  were  not  allowed  to  fit  down, 
and  had  only  a  penny  for  their 
pains. 

The  different  dfgrees  were  com- 
prehended in  this  lift.  There  were 
fojor  in  the  poetic&l,  and  five  iv 
ibe  mufical  faculty.  The  loweft,  . 
or  more  properly  what  (hould  be 
called  a  candidate  or  probationer^ 
was  T  Dyfcybl  Y/pas^  or  the  l^^tjt 
difcipU^  who  was  obliged  (if  a  can- 
did  ate  for  poetry)  to'  underftand 
the  contradion  of  five  fpecies  of 
Englyus^  and  to  com pofe  them  be- 
fore a  Penctrddt  who  was  to  de- 
clare upon  his  confcience^  that  he 
was  endowed  with  a  true  poetical 
genius.     After  this  he  commenced 

Dyfcybl  Dyfcyblaidd,  DifiipuLu 
difiiplimabilis  :  here  he  becomes  s 
graduate;  bat  muft  onderftand 
twelve  of  our  different  metres,  and 
produce  fpectmens  of  each  of  hit 
own  compofition  ;  and  if  in  three 
years  time  he  does  not,  by  his  me- 
rit, acquire  the  next  dwet^  he  it 
degraded  from  this.  If  he  fuc- 
ceeds,  he  then  proceeds  to  the  de- 
gree of 

Dyfcybl  Pencdrddiaidd,  or  can. 
didatc  for  degree  of  Pimardd.  when 
he  maft  andferftand' the  proprktr 
of  expreffions;  and  the  diffsrenc 
metres,  and  compofe  in  twenty* 
one  fpectet ;  and  if  in-t1iree  years 
he  does  not  attain  by  hit  own  me- 
rit to  the  next  degree,  he  falla 
back  into  that  of  Dyfcybl  dyfcy^ 
bUuddi  other  wife  he  becomes  a 
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Penbtrdd  or  Penccrdd»  chief  of 
tlie  faculty  he  was  candidate  in ; 
ivhen  it  is  nccefiary  he  ihoald  be 
accompli (hed  in  every  branch  of 
liis  art.  He  then  received  the 
badge  of  the  iilver  harp ;  or  that 
of  a  golden  or  filver  chain  >  which 
he  wore  npon  his  (houlder.  He 
alfo  was  placed  with  much  cere<» 
mony  on  a  magnificent  chair,  part 
of  iht /urnytMri  mentioned  in  the 
patent )  was  there  invefted  with 
nis  degree  ;  and  then  acquired  the 
honourable  name  oiCadeirfarddtOr 
Bardd  cadiirianvg. 

In  inftru mental  muiic  there  were 
£ve  degrees ;  which  differ  nothing 
from  thofe  in  the  other  faculty^ 
except  in  -the  two  loweft  :  i«  the 
Dj/cyhl  jfpa$  bih  radd^  or  without 
a  degree  ;  2.  Ujjcybl  j/pas  grad* 
dawit  or  graduated  ;  3.  Dy/cyhl 
dy/cyblaiddi  4.  Djfybl  pmciird' 
diaidd\  $.  Pemardd.  Thefe,  like 
the  others,  were  to  be  attained  by 
their  refpedive  merits  in  the 
fcience ;  but  as  their  c^aalifications 
are  expreflcd  in  technical  terms  of 
Britijb  mu(ic>  it  is  paft  my  fltill  to 
give  an  explanation*  None  but  a 
]Pr»rifr^/{hould  prefume  to  become 
an  initrudor.  The  chief  of  our 
days>  is  that  uncommon  genios,  the 
blind  Mr.John  Parry  of  Rhiwabon, 
who  has  had  the  kingdom  for  his 
CyUb  cUra,  or  muficd  circuit,  and 
remains  unrivalled. 

Our  Pencerdds  thus  qualified, 
were  licenfed  to  fing,  or  to  per- 
form under  certain  reftriftions.  By 
the  law  of  our  princes,  patiicular 
regard  was  paid  to  their  morals : 

*  They  were  to  be  no  make-bates, 
^  no  vagabonds^  no  ale.honfe 
'  haonterSf     no    drunkards^    no 

*  brawllers,  ao  whore-hunters,  no 
'    *  thecVcs^aor  companions  of  fuch; 


«  in  which  thinrs,  if  they  oflend, 

*  everie  man,   by    the   ftatnte,  ii 

<  made  an  officer,  and  anthorized 

<  to  arreft  and  punifii  them  ;  yea, 

*  and  to  take  from  them  all  that 
'  thdy  have  about  them  *.* 

They  were  prohibited  from  ut« 
tering  any  fcandalous  words  in 
fpeech  or  whifpers  ;  detradion, 
mocking,  fcoffing,  inventing  lies, 
or  repeating  them  after  othen, 
under  pain  of  fine  and  imprifon- 
menc:  nor  were  they  to  makes 
fong  of  any  pq^bq  without  his 
confent;  nor  to  ent^r  any  man's 
houfe  without  formal  leave  firft  ob- 
uined. 

Every    Ftnbardd  and   Penctrdd 
was  allowed  to  take    in  difciples 
for  a  certain  fpace  of  time,  bat 
not  above  one  at  a  time.     A  diici- 
p)e  was  not  qualified  to  make  zw>* 
ther»    Bach  was  to   be  with  his 
teacher  during  Z>m/,  onlefs  pre- 
vented  by  ficknefi  or   imprilbn* 
ment,  nnder  pain  of  lofing  nis  de- 
gree.     He  was   obliged  to  fhew 
every  compofition  to  his  teacher 
before  it  was  publicly  fang.     They, 
were  not  to  follow  the  prafiice  of 
tliry  doMp  u  e.  dunghill  bards  and 
muficians^  or  any  other  fpeciea  of 
vanbond  minlbels.     They  were 
enjoined  a  month  before  each  fefti- 
val,  io  fettle  their  roots  with  theit 
refpeftive  teachers,  leaft  too  many 
of  them  (hould  crowd  to  the  famtf 
places ;  only  one  being  allowed  to 
go  to  a  perfon  who  paid  ten  ponads 
a  year  rent  \  and  two  to  foch  who 
payed  twenty  pounds^  and  lb  on  in 
proportion  to  thofe  of  higher  raaki 
and  every  teacher  was  obliged  to 
keep^  a  copy  of  thefe  roles,  to  Ihtw 
and  inculcate  to  his  papilt  in  tima 
of  Lntp  when  they  came  for  duir 
inftrudionsk 
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No  perfoti  was  to  mimic,  mock, 
br  feoff  at  the  awmyddion  on  ac- 
count of  their  mental  abfence,  or 
when  they  bad  on  them  the  anjijtn 
or  poitieus  furor ;  from  an  opinion 
that  no  bard,  duly  authorized, 
could  ever  meditate  on  improper 
fubjeds,  « 

To  whatfoever  houfe  they  came 
in  the  time  of  wakes,  they  muft  rt^ 
main  there  while  the  feafting  lall- 
ed  I  oniefs  they  had  leave  from  tbje 
maher  of  the  houfe,  or  were  invited 
by  another.  If  they  wandered  from 
houfe  to  houfe,  they  were  to  be  ap- 
prehended as  ftrollers  and  vaga* 
bonds,  and  to  be  deprived  of  their 
e/tra*p  w^ich  was  forfeited  to  the 
ufe  of  the  church.  If  they  got  in- 
toxicated, they  forfeited  their  fe» 
ward:  but  if  they  violated  the  cha- 
rity of  wife  or  maid»  they  were 
fined  and  imprifooed,  and  loft  their 
elera  for  feven  years* 

Their  fees  or  rewards  were 
regulated.  A  dyfcyhl  dyfcyhlaidd 
was  entitled  to  3/.  i^d.  for  his 
€9nuydd. 

A  dyfcybl  fnutirddiatdd^  tt^ 
ceived  for  the  famie  fpeciet  of  com- 
pofition  6s»  gd. 

His  teacher,  or  the  Pencerdd, 
had  no  more' ;  only  the  mailer  of 
the  houfe  ofually  prefented  him 
with  a  garmeat,or  fome  other  mark 
of  favour. 

The  minftrelt  received  thefe  re- 
wards; a  dyftybl  yfpas  gradda^nl 
had  only  i/.  upon  each  of  the  great 
feftirals. 

A  ^yhk  dy/cybUudd,  at  the 
fame  feafons  2  /.  and  a  dyfcybl  ptm- 
ttirddtaidd  5  /•  4  i/. 

A  pinctrdd  the  fame,  befides  a 
voluntary  gratuity.  He  was  alfo 
entitled  to  feci  at  royal  and  other 


weddings;  and  apon  their  cyUb 
eUra,  which  was  permitted  only 
once  in  three  years,  fiut  befides 
thefe  fees,  in  order  to  encourage 
the  difvyr  to  keep  up  the  language 
and  the  memory  of  the  exploits 
and  pedigrees  of  the  Britmtt,  they 
were  allowed  a  penny  out  of  cvtry 
ploughland,  and  a  halfpenny  out 
of  every  half  plooghland  of  their 
diftria. 

The  Finbardd  and  Rincerddt  in 
their  circuits,  frequented  only  the 
houfes  of  the  gentry  ;  but  if  he 
degraded  himieif  by  vifiting  the 
commonalty,  he  was  only  to  ex- 
pert the  fee  of  a  common  rZ/rtt/r, 
whofe  province  it  was  to  vifit  the 
plibeian  houfes.  The  following 
were  the  perfons  who  were  allotted 
to  entertain  the  vulgar  ears. 

A  perfon  labouring  under  any 
infirmity;  fuch  asblindnefs,  lame- 
nefs,  Wr.  a  dyfcybl  yfpat^  a  dyfcybl 
dyfcyblaiddttLtk  d  dyfcybl ptnairddiaidd. 
1  he  firft  regulation  was  founded  on 
humanity. 

JNo  public  feftivity,  great  feaft, 
or*  wedding  could  be  duly  folem- 
nised  without  ihe'prefence  of  the 
bards  and  mindrels.  A  glorious 
emulation  arofe  among  them  ;  and 
prises  were  bellowed  on  the  mod 
worthy.  In  1176,  the  Lord  Rbyt 
Prioce  of  South  Walu^  made  a 
great  feail  f  at  Chriftmas^  on  ac- 
count of  the  finifliing  his  new  caf* 
tie  at  Aberteifii  of  which  he  pro- 
claimed notice  through  all  Britain 
a  year  and  a  day  before  ;  great 
was  the  refort  of  ftrangers,  who 
were  nobly  entertained  ;  fo  that 
hone  departed  unfa tisfied.  Among 
deeds  of  arms,  and  variety  offpw 
tac/tStKhy  invited  all  the  bards 
of  MWr/»  and  provided  ckiirs  for 


*  Or  their  pay.    Sometimes  it  fignifies  the  aft  of  their  perambulation. 
t  Powol,  «37. 
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tbeniy  which  were  placed  ia  his 
hall,  where  they  fat  and  difpoted* 
and  fang,  to  ihew  their  fkill  in 
their  refpedive  facalties,  and  be- 
llowed great  rewards,  aad  rich 
gifts  on  the  Tidors.  The  bards 
of  N^rtb  Walit  won  the  prizes ; 
bat  the  minllrels  of  Rbyi*%  hoofe. 
liold  excelled  in  their  facolty. 
On  this  occafion  the  Brmwdw 
Liys,  or  Jui/^i  of  tht  cqurt,  and 
officer  fiftb  in  rank,  declared  aloud 
the  vidor,  and  received  from  the 
bard,  for  his  fee,  a  mighty  drink- 
ing-horn, made  of  the  horn  of  an 
ox  ;  a  golden  ring,  aod  the  cnflion 
on  which  he  fat  in  hi»  chair  of  dig- 
■ity  ♦. 

The  bards  of  thofe  times  often 
accompanied  their  voices  with  the 
harp,  as  they  were  wont  of  old, 
in  the  manner  defcribed  by  Jm- 
mioMMs  Marcillinmt  f .  There  was 
alfo  another  fpecies  of  mafician, 
of  an  inferior  kind,  called  Datcei- 
niad,  who  accompanied  the  muH- 
cal  inftruments  of  others  with  his 
fong*  He  was  inferior  to  both 
bard  and  mindrel ;  yet  it  was  re* 
qaiilte  he  (hoald  bepofiefledofa 
coniiderable  degree  of  knawledge 
in  both  fciences  :  he  oaght  to  be 
able  to  tane  the  harp  and  crwth: 
ta  (hew  his  fkill  in  playing  feve- 
lal  notes  and  keys,  and  to  be  per- 
feAly  converfant  in  what  are  called 
the  twenty-foar  meafures  of  in- 
ilrumental  fong;  ^nd  to  be  able 
to  ling  wich  judgment  and  melody. 
He  was  likewife  to  b<!  roaftcr  of 
reading  pftly,  and  writing  correct- 
ly. He  was  not  only  to  onder- 
fiand  the  twenty-fonr  modes  of 
metrical  compofiiion»  ;  but  to  ex- 
hibit fpecimens  of  his  own,  at  leaft 
in  three  of  them ;  and  if  he  met 

*  Leget  Wallks,  iS. 


with  any  old  foog  Ikaltily  tratf* 
fcribed,  he  was  to  redify  iL  He 
was  alio  to  cany  with  him  a  harp 
or  er^jotb  in  a  white  cafe.  He  was 
further  required,  not  only  to  be 
a  reaiy  waiter  at  table,  bat  to  be 
an  expert  canrer  of  every  fpecies 
of  fowl.  Ac  the  weddings  of  aay 
of  the  royal  family,  his  ofice  was 
to  wait  on  the  bride. 

On  thofe  occafion  §*  I  am  le* 
minded  of  another  coftom  in  which 
the  bards  were  concerned*  After 
their  nuptial  feaft,  a  Fmuvii 
was  conftiiated  CjffCUr^  or  fi^ 
Ukt  •/  tbi  tlir^  and  feated  in  • 
chair  furroanded  by  the  other 
bards  (landing,  who  made  bim  the 
fnbjeA  of  their  merry  and  ludicroot 
compofitions,  to  raife  mirth  in  the 
company.  He  was  that  day  to 
make  no  reply  ;  but  on  the  next, 
he  was  to  divert  the  hall  at  the  ei' 
peace  of  the  inferior  bards  ;  aad 
was  alfo  to  compofe  a  poem  npoa  a 
fabjed  given  him  fuitable  lo  hit 
dignity* 

The  moft  inferior  of  the  mnfical 
tribe  was  fometimes  admitted. 
This  was  the  Daienuiad  fem  fmfhnmt 
or  he  that  fung  to  the  fovnd  of  his 
dob;  being  ignorant  of  every 
other  kind  of  ineromcnt.  When 
he  was  permitted  to  be  in  trod  need, 
he  wat  obliged  to  ftandin  the  mid- 
dle of  the  hall,  and  fing  hit  nw^/, 
or  anftM,  bracing  time,  and  play- 
ing the  fymphony  with  hia  pmfimm 
or  club ;  but  if  there  was  a  pro- 
UiSof  of  mufic  prefent,  bis  leate 
muft  be  fir  ft  obtained  before  he 
prefomed  to  entertain  the  com- 
pany with  this  fpeciei  of  neSody. 
Wherever  he  came  he  miift  aA  ai 
a  menial  fervant  to  tho  bvd  Of 
mafician. 
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Miscellaneous  Essays. 


Om  (rfMigj  inut  tafie.    Prm  Rey- 
nold's dcddimical  Di/c^Mr/iu 

IT  has  been  the  fate  of  arts  to 
be  inveioped  in  myflerioas  and 
Incoinpreheiirible  language^  as  if 
.  it  was  thought  neceflary  that  even 
the  terms  (h^uid  correfpond  to  the 
idea  encertaintd  of  the  indability 
and  uncertainty  of  the  rules  which 
they  exprefled. 

To  fpeak  of  genius  and  ta(le»  as 
any  way  conneded  with  reafon  or 
c6mn)on  fenfe,  would  be,  in  the 
opinion  of  fome  towering  talkers, 
to  fpeak  like  a  man  who  pofTeiTed 
neither,  who  had  never  felt  that 
enthufiafm,  or,  tb  afe  their  o^n  in- 
flated language^  was  never  warmed 
by  that  Promethean  fire,  which  ani- 
mates the  canvas  and  vivifies  the 
jnarble. 

If,  in  order  to  be  intelligible,  I 
appear  to  degrade  art  by  bringing 
her  down  from  her  vifionary  fitua- 
tion  in  the  clouds,  it  is  only  to 
give  her  a  more  folid  manfion  upon 
the  earthk  It  is  neceflary  that  at 
fome  time  or  other  we  ihould  fee 
thing!  as  they  really  are,  and  not 
impofe  on  ourfelves  by  that  falfe 
magnitude  with  which  objeds  ap*^ 
pear  when  viewed  indiftinaiy  as 
through  a  mift. 

^  We  will  allow  a  poet  to  exprefs 
his  meaning,  when  his  meaning 
11  aot  well  known  to  himfelfj  with 


a  certain  degree  of  obfcority,  as  it 
is  one  fource  of  the  fublime.  But 
when,  in  plain  profe,  we  gi'avely 
talk  of  courting  the  mofe  in  (had/ 
bowers  ;  waning  the.  call  and  in- 
fpiration  of  Gt*nius,  finding  out 
where  he  inhabits,  and  where  he 
is  to  be  invoked  with  the  greateft 
fuccefs ;  of  attending  to  times  and 
feifcns  when  the  imaginatioa 
ihoots  with  the  greateft  vigour^ 
whether  at  the  fummer  folilice  or 
the  equinox ;  fagacioofly  obfcrving 
how  much  the  wild  freedom  and 
liberty  of  imagination  is  cramped 
by  atterition  to  ellablifhed  rules  ; 
and  how  this  fame  imagination  be- 
gins to  grow  dim  in  advanced  age» 
fmothered  and  deadened  by  too 
much  judgment.  When  we  talk 
fuch  language,  or  entertain  fuch 
fentiments  as  thefe,  we  generally 
reft  contented  with  mere  words,  or 
at  bell  entertain  notions  not  only 
groundlefs,  bat  pernicious. 

If  all  this  means  what  it  it  vtry 
poflible  was  originally  intended 
only  to  be  meant,  that  in  order  to 
cultivate  an  art,  a  man  fecludes 
himfelf  from  the  commerce  of  the 
world,  and  retires  into  the  country 
at  particular  feafons ;  or  that  ac 
one  time  of  the  year  his  body  is  ia 
better  health,  and  confequently 
his  mind  fitter  for  the  bufinefs  of 
hard  thinking  than  at  another 
time;  or  that  the  mind  may  be 
L  3  fatigued 
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►  if?  bc'iric,  ti*i 


c>c.»  y^tLg  f&r  pc£e£L?  pc-^vcil 


r02.c. 


1:1  CBi::Tit:on,  ai  to  ilrw  ]?:•  of 
1:1  p>oaeri  in  Lis  htier  ]:/?.  Bs: 
I  231  p-trfiicrd,  ir«t  fcsr:c  a  po:t 
is  to  be  foasdyfrsrm  Hcxer  doaa 
to  Dr.dca,  »bo  preferred  •  fco^d 
Viiai  is  t  r?ced  bocfy,  and  cccti- 
B*jed  pr2c:i£az  bis  prcfe£oii  to  the 
Ter*  lift,  whw  !aterwork:  arc  act 
at  rcp'cte  srlth  ibe  £re  cf  ir^ag^ra- 
ticD,  a  rV.cfe  which  were  prc-daced 
ID  his  acre  ycathfj!  d£;9. 

Tcj  cidcrfisr.d  liierarr  there 
icttaph'.fi  or  idcij  rxprcfTcd  id 
jy.-eiicii  IkL^iiigtf  ftrxDi  to  be 
equally  abfurJ  a*  t''  conciLdcp  :ha: 
Licaufe  pairier-  (- iztziwn  Te^re- 
f»nt  p'«ti  wriiir.g  from  the  difi^tft 
of  a  ];::Ic  wirgrd  boy  or  ge.ijs, 
that  thii  famegeniwS  did  r?i!!y  in- 
form hiro  ID  a  v.-hilperwhat  bei^at 
to  M-rice;  and  that  he  is  hrmfelf  hoc 
a  mere  machine,  unconfci'jcs  of  the 
cperatioDs  of  hisowT  minJ. 

Opioicns  grn'rraliy  recivcd  and 
fl'>a:ine  in  the  uorld,  wise:her  true 
rr  fall?,  we  nut^r^Wy  a  rcj^t  and 
tr,A:e  car  own  ;  they  may  oe  con- 
fidercd  as  a  kind  of  inheritance  to 
%'.hich  we  fucceed  a;id  are  ten^nis 
for  Ufr,  and  which  \%e  leave  to  our 
poflrrity  very  neAr  in  the  condition 
jn  which  we  received  it  ;  not  much 
Lcingin  any  one  man's  power  either 
to  impair  or  improvr  ir. 

The  greateft  part  of  thefe  opi- 
nioiiff  like  current  coin  in  its  cir- 
culation, we  are  obliged  to  take 
without  weighirg  or  examining ; 
but  by  this  inevitable  inattentioa, 
many  adulterated  pieces  are  re. 
ccivcdj  whicb«when  we  feriodfly 


e£l=i'e  cir  «nZ:£«  wt  sii 
iinM  avsT.  S3  tsc  crTffcrr  of 
yi-p^^ij  cpiairci,  wirr  be  embo- 
c::s   lis  ic?^«!ed^,    azi  fecssa 

baring     sie  ziwe  £roa  :ka<Se  wkicii  uc  caly 
p!as£s»>.     Bat  it 


p^xslitfiy  m  caty  to  c25«  proie€m 
cf  art  BOt  to  let  any  opisiDH  i6- 
!a:iBg  to  /£«r  art  pals  vBexmBisei. 
The  cactioo  and  arccLS^edioi 
reqcired  ia  fack  ezataisatiaB  «e 
{till  prrfeiitJy  ktre  zn  cpprrtsciiy 
cf  exp-aining. 

Geoics  a&d  taSe,  in  tbeir  ccs- 
mon  acreptitioB,  appear  to  be  vtrf 
cear!y  r«la:ed ;  tbe  dilereacc  Sa 
cciy  ia  this,  tbat  genios  has  fopcr- 
added  to  it  a  habit  or  power  cf 
evec-Jtiofi.  Or  me  maj  tar,  thit 
tafte,  whea  this  power  is  adicd, 
changes  its  naase,  and  is  caDed 
genios.  They  both*  in  the  pops- 
lar  opinion,  pretend  to  aa  utire 
exemption  from  the  re&raint  of 
rulef.  It  is  fuppofcd  that  tbdr 
powers  are  intaitive  ;  that  node: 
the  name  of  gebins  great  verb 
are  prodoced,  and  oaoer  tbe  naae 
of  tafle  an  eza£l  jadgment  is  gtTCit 
without  our  knowing  why,  nd 
wiihont  being  nnder  the  leafl  ob- 
ligation to  reafoD,  precept^  orei- 
perience. 

One  can  fcarce  ftate  tbcfe  opinkw 
without  expofiog  their  abfordity  ; 
yet  they  ^re  conftaatly  in  the 
mouths  of  men,  and  particdarly 
of  artiiif.  They  who  have  thiaght 
ferioufly  on  this  fabjed,  do  doc 
carry  the  po:nt  fo  far  ;  yet  I  aa 
p?rfuaded,  that  even  among  tbofe 
few  who  may  be  called  thinkm, 
the  prevalent  opinion  gives  Wi 
than  it  ought  to  the  po«ren  of 
reafbn  ;  and  confiders  the  princi- 
ples of  tafte.  which  give  all  dnr 
aathority  to   tbe  rules  of  art,  ai 
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Bore  fluftoatinjt,  and  as  having 
Ms  folid  foundations,  than  we  Ihall 
find*  upon  examination,  they  really 
bave. 

The  common  faying,  that  la^a 
are  not  to  ho  ili/putuip  ow(>s  its  in- 
flaence,  and  its  general  reception, 
to  the  fame  error  which  leads  as 
to  imagipe  it  of  too  high  original 
to  /ubmit  to  the  authority  of  an 
earthly  tribunal.  It  will  likewiie 
correfpond  with  ihf  notions  of  chofe 
who  confider  it  as  a  mere  phantom 
of  the  imagination,  fo  devoid  of 
f^bftinceas  to  elude  all  criticiim.  ' 

We  often  appear  to  differ  in  fen- 
timents  from  each  oiher,  merely 
from  the  inaccuracy  of  terms,  as 
we  are  not  obliged  to  fpeak.  always 
with  critical  exaflhefs.  Something 
of  this  too  may  arife  from  want  of 
words  in  the  language  to  rxprefs 
the  more  nicedifcriminations  which 
a  deep  inveftigation  difcovers.  A 
great  deal  however  of  this  differ- 
ence vanidieSj^  when  eaclT opinion 
is  tolerably  explained  and  under- 
ftood  by  conftancy  and  precifton  in 
the  ufe  of  terms. 

We  apply  the  term  tafte  to  that 
ad  of  the  mind  by  which  we  like  or 
diflike,  whatever  be  the  fubje^. 
Qar  judgment  upon  an  aii;y  no- 
thing, a  fanc^  which  has  no  foun- 
dation, is  called  by  the  fame  name 
which  we  give  to  our  determination 
concerning  thofe  truths  which  refer 
to  the  moil  general  and  mod  unal- 
terable principles  of  human  nature, 
to  works  which  are  only  co  be  pro- 
duced by  the  greatest  cifurts  of  the 
human  underitanding.  However 
inconvenient  this  may  be,  we  are 
obliged  to  take  words  as  we  find 
tliem ;  all  we  can  do  is  to  dillin- 
gaifli  the  thingt  to  which  they  are 


We  may  lefs  pafs  thofe  things 
which  are  at  once  fubjcfts  of 
talle  and  fenfe,  and  which  having 
as  much  certainty  as  the  fenfes 
themlelves,  give  nooccafion  to  en* 
qniry  or  difpute.  The  natural 
appetite,  or  talle  of  the  human 
mind,  is  for  truth  ;  wheiher  that 
truth  refults  from  the  real  agree- 
ment or  equality  of  original  ideas 
among  themfcivea ;  from  the  a- 
grecment  of  the  rcprefentation  of 
any  objedi  with  the  thing  repre- 
fented ;  or  from  the  correfpon« 
dence  of  the  feveral  parts  of  any 
arrangement  with  each  other.  It  ti 
the  very  fame  taAe  which  relilhei 
a  dem:)n(lration  in  geometry,  that 
is  pleafed  with  the  refemblance 
of  a  pidure  to  an  original,  and 
touched  with  the  harmony  of  rou- 
.fie. 

All  thefe  h^ve  unalterable  and 
fixed  foundations  in  natdre,  and 
are  therefore  equally  invelligated 
by  reafon,  and  known  by  ilady  ; 
fome  with  more,  fome  with  lefs 
clearnefs,  but  all  exa^ly  in  the 
fame  way.  A  pi£iure  that  is  un- 
like, is  faUf.  Difproportionate 
ordonnance  of  parts  is  *nut  right ; 
becaufe  it  cannot  be  tru*,  until  ic 
ceafes  to  be  a  contradiction  to  af- 
fert,  that  the  parts  have  n  >  rcla» 
tion  to  the  whole.  Colouring  if 
true  where  it  is  naturally  adapted 
to  the  eye,  from  bright nefs,.  from 
foftncfs,  from  harm.ny,  frum  re- 
femblance ;  becaufe  ihefe  agree 
with  their  objedl  nature ^^Tid  there- 
fore are  true  »  as  true  as  mathe- 
matical  demon ilration  ;  but  known 
to  be  true  only  to  thole  who  lludy 
thefe  things. 

But  befides  real,  there  Is  alfo 
apparent  truth,  or  opinion,  or  pre- 
judice.    With  icgard  to  real  truth, 

h  3  whca 
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when  it  is  known,  the  ufte  uhich 
conforms  to  it,  'n,  and  muil  be, 
uniform.  Witn  r  gard  to  the  Se- 
cond fort  of  truth,  which  miy  be 
cahed  truth  upon  fuiFeranctr,  or 
truth  by  cou^tefy,  it  is  not  fixed,  bac 
▼aridbic.  However,  whilll  ihefe 
opinions  and  prejadices,  on  which 
It  is  founded,  continue,  they  ope- 
rate as  trutii  ;  and  the  att,  whofe 
office  i:  is  to  pleaie  the  minc^,  as 
well  as  inftru^  it,  mull  di.-e^'t  iiielf 
according  to  tfimiom,  or  it  will  not 
attain  its  end. 

In  proportion  as  thefe  pr<>judices 
are  known  to  be  generally  difFufed, 
cir  long  received,  the  talle  which 
conforms  to  them  approaches  nearer 
to  certainty,  and  to  a  fort  of  refem. 
blance  to  real  fcience,  even  where 
opinions  are  found  to  be  no  better 
than  prejudices.  And  fince  they 
defcrve,  on  accuunt  of  their  dura- 
tion and  extent,  to  beconfidered  as 
really  trne,  tht-y  become  capable  of 
no  fmall  degree  <^)f  (la!)ility  and  de- 
termination by  their  permanentand 
uniform  nature. 

I  fhajl  now  fay  fomething  on 
that  part  off/f/tt,  which,  as  1  have 
hinted  to  you  before,  does  not  be- 
long fo  much  to  the  external  form 
of  ihings,  but  is  addrefTed  to  the 
mind,  and  depends  on  its  original 
frame,  or,  to  ufe  the  expn  Uion, 
the  organization  of  the  foul  ;  I 
m^an  ih^  iinaginaticn  and  the  paf- 
fionf.  Tiie  principles  of  thefe  are 
as  invariable  as  the  former,  and  are 
to  be  known  and  reafonrd  upon  in 
the  fame  manner,  by  an  ^pp'/al  to 
com::. on  fcnfe  deciding  upon  the 
common  feelings  cf  maokir.d. 
This  fcnfe,  and  thefe  feelings,  ap- 
pear  to  me  ot  equal  authority,  and 
ci^aally  ccncluiive. 


^ 


Now  thia  appeal   implies  a  ft- 

neral  uniiormicy  aod  ^grccaeot  ia 
the  mirds  of  men.  I  woald  be 
elfe  an  irle  and  vain  endcavport9 
eOabiifi)  ralrs  of  art ;  it  would  be 
purfuing  a  phaotorn  to  atten.pt  to 
move  affedioas  with  which  we 
wre  entirely  una*- qo minted.  We 
have  no  reaf -n  to  lufpeA  there  ii 
a  greater  difference  between  oar 
minds  than  between  our  forms,  of 
which,  though  there  are  no  ivo 
a  ike,  yet  there  is  a  general  fimi- 
litude  that  goes  through  the  whole 
race  of  mankind  ;  and  thoie  who 
h.ive  cultivated  their  taftecao  dif> 
tinguilh  what  is  br^atiful  or  de- 
formed or,  in  other  wordt,  what 
agrees  or  what  deviates  from  tht 
general  idea  of  nature^  in  one  cafe, 
as  well  at  in  the  other. 

The  intrrn«tl  fabric  of  oar  mind, 
as  well  as  the  external  form  of  oat 
bodies,  being  nearly  uniform ;  il 
feems  then  to  follow  of  courfei 
that  as  the  imagination  is  incapa- 
ble of  producing  any  thing  origi- 
nally of  itli^lff  and  can  only  vary 
and  combine  thefe  ideas  with  which 
it  is  furniQied  by  meams  of  the 
fenfes,  thne  will  be  of  conrfe  aa 
agreement  in  ihe  imaginations  u 
in  the  fenfes  of  men.  There  being 
this  agreement,  it  follows,  that  in 
all  cafes,  in  oor  lighieft  amufe* 
ments,  as  well  as  in  our  moft  Seri- 
ous ad^ions  and  engagements  of  lifei 
we  mult  regulate  our  affection! 
of  every  kind  by  that  of  others. 
The  w/ll.difciplinedmind  acknow- 
ledges this  authority,  and  fubmils 
its  own  opioion  to  the  public 
voice. 

It  is  from  knowing  what  are  the 

general   feelings    and    paffions   of 

mankind,  that  we  acquire  a  true 

idea     of   what    imagination    is{ 
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tbongh  it  appears  as  if  we  had  no- 
thing to  do  but  to  confult  our  own 
particular  fenfations^  ahd  thefe  were 
iufiicient  to  enfure  us  from  all  error 
and  miftake. 

A  knowledge  of  the  difpo^tion 
and  charafter  of  the  human  mind 
can  be  acquired  only  by  experi- 
ence :  a  great  deal  will  be  learned, 
{  admit,  by  a  habit  of  examining 
what  pafles  in  oar  bofoms,  what 
are  our  own  motives  of  a^ion,  and 
of  what  kind  of  fentiments  we  are 
confcious  on  any  occaiion.  We 
may  fuppofe  an  uniformity,  and 
conclude  that  the  fame  effed  will 
be  produced  by  the  fame  caufe  in 
the  minds  of  others.  This  exami- 
nation  will  contribute  to  fugged  to 
OS  matters  of  enquiry  ;  but  we  can 
never  be  fure  that  our  own  (enfa- 
tions  are  troe  and  right,  till  they 
are  confirmed  by  more  extensive 
obfervgtion. 

One  man  oppofing  another  de- 
termines nothing  ;  but  a  general 
nnion  of  minds,  like  a  general  com- 
bination of  the  forces  of  all  man^ 
kind,  makes  a  ftrength  that  is  irfe- 
fiilible.  In  fa£t,  as  he  who  does  not 
know  himfelf  does  not  know  others, 
fo  it  may  befaid  with  equal  trutlh, 
that  he  who  does  not  know  others, 
knows  himfelf  but  ycry  imper- 
feAly. 

A  man  who  thinks  he  is  goard- 
ing  himfelf  againft  prejudices  by 
rending  the  authority  of  others, 
leaves  open  every  avenue  to  iinga- 
larity,  vanity,  felf-conceit,  obfti- 
nacy,  and  many  other  vices»  all 
tending  to  warp  the  judgment,  and 
prevent  the  natural  operation  of  his 
faculties. 


This  fubmiffion  to  others  is  a  de- 
ference which  we  owe,  and  indeed 
are  forced  involuntarily  to  pay.  Im 
faA,  we  are  never  fatisfied  with. 
our  opinions  till  they  are  ratified 
and  confirmed  by  the  fulFrages  of 
the  rell  of  mankind.  We  difpute 
and  wrangle  for  ever ;  we  endea- 
vonr  to  get  men  to  come  to  us,whea 
we  do  not  go  to  them. 

He  therefore  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  works  which  (lave  pleafed 
different  ages  and  different  coun* 
tries,  and  has  formed  his  opinion 
on  them,  has  more  materials,  and 
more  means  of  knowing  what  ia 
analogous  to  the  mind  of  man^ 
than  he  who  is  converfant  only 
with  the  works  of  his  own  age  or 
country.  What  has  pleafed,  and 
continues  to  plea(e«  is  likely  to 
pleafe  again  :  hence  are  derived 
the  rules  of  art,  and  on  this  im- 
movable foundation  they  mnd  ever 
ftand. 

This  fearch  and  fludy  of  the 
hillory  of  the  mind  ought  not  to 
be  confined  to  one  art  only.  It  is  by 
the  analogy  that  one  art  bears  to 
another,  that  many  things  are  as- 
certained, which  either  were  but 
faintly  ieen,  or  perhaps,  would 
not  have  been  difcovered  a(  all. 
if  the  inventor  h^d  not  received 
the  firft  hints  from  the  pradlices  of 
a  filler  art  on  a  fimilar  occafion  *• 
The  frequentalJufions  which  every 
man  who  treats  ofany  arc  is  oblig- 
ed to  draw  from  others  in  order  to 
illuflrate  and  confirm  his  princi- 
ples, fufiiciently  ihew  their  near 
connedioa  and  infeparable  icU* 
tion. 


^  Nulla  ars^  non  alterius  artis,  ant  materi  ant  propinqna  eft. 

Tbetull.  as  cited  by  Junius. 
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All  arts  having  the  fame  general 
end,  which  is  to  pleafe,  and  ad- 
drefling  themfelvei  to  the  fame  fa- 
calties  through  the  median  ef  the 
feBfes,  it  follows  that  their  roles 
and  principles  maft  have  a^  great 
affinity  as  the  diiFerent  naattrials 
and  the  diiferent  organs  or  vehicles 
by  which  they  pafs  to  the  mind, 
^i\\  permit  them  to  retain  *. 

We  may  therefore  conclude,  that 
the  real  fubflance,  as  it  may  be 
called,  of  what  goes  ut2der  the 
name  of  tade,  is  fixed  and  efla- 
blifhed  in  the  nature  of  things  ; 
that  there  are  certain  and  regular 
cau fes  by  which  the  imagination 
and  paffiont  of  men  are  afieded; 
and  that  the  knowledge  of  thefe 
ran  fes  is  acquired  by  a  laborious 
and  diligent  inveiligatioa  of  na- 
ture,  and  by  the  fame  flow  pro« 
grefs  as  wifdom  or  knowledge  of 
every  kind,  however  inflantaneoos 
its  operations  may  appear  when  thus 
acquired. 

It  has  been  often  obferved,  that 
the  good  and  virtnous  man  alone 
can  acquire  this  true  or  juil  relifh 
rven  ofworks  of  art.  This  opinion 
will  not  app' ar  entirely  without 
foundation,  when  we  confider  that 
the  fame  habit  of  mind  which  is 
acquired  by  our  fearch  after  truth 
in  the  more  ferious  duties  pf  I'.fe,  is 
only  transferred  to  the  porfuit  of 
lighter  amufemcnt^.  The  fame 
difpofition,  the  fame  defire  to  find 
fomething  Heady,  fubflantial  and 
durable,  on  which  the  mind  can 
lean,  as  it  were,  and  reft  with  fafe- 
ty.  The  fubjedl  only  is  changed. 
We  purfue  the  fame  method  in  our 


iearch  after  the  idea  of  beaatj  and 
perfeAion  in  each  ;  of  virtue,  by 
looking  forward  beyond  ourfelvei 
CD  fociecy,  and  to  the  whole  ;  of 
arts,  by  extending  our  views  ia 
the  fame  manner  to  all  ages  and  all 
limes. 

Every  air»  like  oar  owd»  has  in 
its  compofition  flu£luating  at  well 
as  fixed  principles.  It  is  an  attea* 
tive  enquiry  into-  their  difference 
that  will  enable  us  to  determine 
how  far  we  are  influenced  by  cof« 
tom  and  habit,  and  what  is  fixed  in 
the  nature  of  things. 

To  diftin^iih  how  moch  his 
foHd  foundation,  we  may  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  fame  proof  by  which 
fome  hold  wit  ought  to  be  tried  ; 
whether  it  preferves  itfclf  when 
tranflated.  That  wit  is  falfe  which 
can  fubGft  only  in  one  language; 
and  that  pidure  which  pleaf^s  only 
one  age  or  one  nation,  owes  its  re- 
ception  to  fonie  local  or  accidental 
aflbciation  of  ideas. 

We  may  apply  this  to  every 
cuftom  and  habit  of  life.  Thas 
the  general  principles  of  urbanity, 
politenefs,  or  civility,  have  been 
ever  the  fame  in  all  nations  ;  bot 
the  moue  in  which  they  are  dref« 
fed  is  continually  varying.  The 
genera]  idea  of  fhewing  refped  is 
by  making  yourfelf  lefs  ;  but  the 
manner,  whether  by  bowing  the 
body,  kneeling,  proftration,  puU 
ling  ciF  the  upper  part  of  onr 
drefs,  or  taking  away  the  lower  f, 
is  a  matter  of  habit.  It  would  be 
unjufl  to  conclude  that  all  orna- 
ments, becaufe  they  were  at  fifft 
arbitrarily  COD  trived»  are  therefore 


*  Omnes  artes  quse  ad  humanitatem  pertinent,  habent  quoddam  commune 
vinculum,  et  quafi  cognatione  inter  fc  continentvr.  CiCEa^. 

f  Put  off  thy  Ihocs  from  cff  thy  feet :  for  the  place  whereon  thoo  tt^ndcft  U 
holy  giound.  ExODUs,  chap,  iii.  5, 
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■Bdeferving  of  our  attention  ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  who  negleAs  the 
oaltivation  of  thofe  ornaments,  a£ls 
cnntrarily  to  nature  and  reafon. 
As  life  would  be  imperfed  without 
its  higheft  ornaments  the  ArtSy  (b 
thefe  arts  themfelves  would  be  im- 
perfedt  without  thtit  ornaments. 

Though  we  by  no  means  ought 
to  rank  thcfe  with  poAtive  and 
fubdantial  beauties,  yet  it  rouft  be 
allowed  that  a  knowledge  of  both 
is  effentially  requifite  towards  for- 
ming a  complete,  whole,  and  per« 
fed  tafte.  It  is  in  reality  from 
the  ornaments  that  arts  receive 
their  peculiar  charader  and  com- 
plexion :  we  may  add,  that  in 
them  we  find  the  chara6leriftical 
mark  of  a  national  taile,  as  by 
throwing  up  a  feather  in  the  air, 
we  know  which  way  the  wind 
blows,  better  than  by  a  more  heavy 
matter. 

The  ftriking  diftindion  between 
the  works  of  the  Roman,  fiolog- 
iiian  and  Venetian  fchools,  confills 
more  in  that  general  efFed  which 
is  produced  by  coLouri,  than  in 
the  more  profound  excellencies  of 
the  art ;  at  lead  it  is  from  thence 
that  each  is  diftinguifhed  and 
known  at  hr^  fight.  As  it  is  the 
ornaments,  rather  than  the  pro* 
portions  of  architedlure.  which  at 
ihe  firft  glance  diftinguiOi  thedif. 
ferfnt  orders  frorra  each  other ; 
the  Doric  is  known  by  its  triglyphs, 
xWt  Ionic  by  its  volutes,  and  the 
Corinthian  by  its  acanthus. 

l*afie  in  drefs  is  certainly  one 
of  the  loweft  fubjeds  to  which  this 
word  is  applied  ;  yet  there  is  a 
right  even  here,  however  narrow 
its  foundation  refpeding  the  fa- 
ihion  of  any  particular  nation. 
B«it  we  have  itill  more  flender 
means  of  determinipg»  in  regard 


to  the  different  cuftoms  of  difFe«» 
rent  ages  or  countries,  to  which  to 
give  the  preference,  (ince  they 
ieem  to  be  all  equally  removed 
from  nature. 

If  an  European,  when  he  haa 
cut  off*  his  beard,  and  put  falTe 
hair  on  his  head,  or  bound  up  his 
own  natural  hair  in  regular  knots« 
as  unlike  nature  as  he  can  pofiibly 
make  it ;  and  having  rendered 
them  immoveable  by  the  help  of 
the  fat  of  bogs,  has  covered  the 
whole  with  Hour,  laid  on  by  « 
machine  with  the  utmoft  reg^ila- 
rity  ;  if,  when  thus  attired  he  lU 
fues  forth,  he  meets  a  Cherokee 
Indian,  who  has  bellowed  as  muck 
time  at  his  toilet,  and  laid  on  with 
equal  care  and  attention  his  yellow 
and  red  cker  on  particular  parts  of 
his  forehead  or  cheeks,  as  he 
judges  moil  becoming;  whoever 
defpifes  the  other  for  this  atten- 
tion to  the  faOiion  of  his  country  ; 
which  ever  of  thefe  two  firll  feeli 
himfelf  provoked  to  laugh,  is  the 
barbarian. 

•  AH  thefe  fa(bions  are  very  innor 
cent,  neither  worth  difquifition,  nor 
any  endeavour  to  alter  them,  a| 
the  change  would,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, be  equally  diftant  from  nav 
ture.  The  only  circuroftances 
againil  which  indignation  may 
reafonably  be  moved,  is  where  the 
operation  is  painful  or  deftrudive 
of  health,  fuch  as  is  pradifed  at 
Otahaiti,  and 'the  ftrajt  lacing  of 
the  Englifli  ladies ;  of  the  lad  of 
which,  how  deilrudive  it  rouil  be 
to  health  and  long  life,  the  proftf^ 
for  of  anatomy  took  an  opportu? 
nity  of  proving  a  few  days  iince  ia 
this  Academy. 

It  is  in  drefs  at  in  things  of 
greater  confequeuce.  Fashions 
priginate  from  thofe  oply  who  havp 
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Ae  bigh  and  powerfal  advtotages 
0f  nukt  btrzh,  and  fortooe.  As 
jnanjr  cf  ths  orca-nentj  of  art, 
th'>re  at  )?afi  for  which  do  reafoa 
cao  b?  giYeo,  are  traDfjiittsd  to 
Vf,  are  adopted,  and  acijuire  cbeir 
confe^aence  from  ibe  com  pas  j  in 
which  \^c  have  been  ofed  to  fee 
Ch'Oi.  As  Greece  and  Rome  are 
tkr  foin tains  from  whence  have 
B  ved  all  kinds  of  excellence,  to 
t:i^:  veneration  which  they  have  a 
rio^ht  to  clkiffl  for  the  pleafore  and 
ktiOA'ledge  which  they  have  af- 
forded Off,  we  volnntarily  add  oor 
approbation  of  ewery  ornament 
and  cvfry  cnflom  chat  belonger!  to 
fhem,  even  to  the  fa (h ion  of  their 
dreff.  For  it  may  be  obferved 
that,  not  fatisfied  w:tb  them  in 
their  own  place,  we  make  no  dif- 
licuhy  of  drefling  f>?.tues  of  modern 
heroes  or  fenatcr?  in  the  faQiion  of 
the  Roman  armour  or  peaceful 
7obe,  we  go  fo  far  as  hardly  to  bear 
a  flatue  in  any  other  drapery. 

The  fixates  of  the  great  men  of 
thofe  nations  have  come  down  to 
«s  in  fculpcure.  In  fculptare  re- 
aiain  almofl  all  the  excellent  fpe* 
cimens  of  ancient  art.  We  have 
fo  far  aflbciatcd  perfonal  dignity 
to  the  pcrions  thus  reprefcnicd, 
lind  the  truth  of  ^rt  to  their  man- 
ner  of  rcprefsntation,  that  it  is  not 
in  our  power  any  longer  to  feparate 
them.  This  is  not  fo  in  painting ; 
becaufe  having  no  excellent  antient 
portraits,  that  connection  was  never 
jormcd.  Indeed  we  could  no  more 
venture  to  paint  a  general  officer 
in  a  Roman  military  habit,  than 
we  could  make  a  flatue  in  the  pre- 
sent uniform.  But  fince  we  have 
no  ancient  portraits,  to  (hew  how 
ready  we  are  to  adopt  thofe  kind 
of  prejudices  we  make  the  beft 
authprity  ampng  the  quoderas  fervc 


the  fane  perfiofe.  The  f  reit  va« 
riecy  of  excellent  portraits  «irb 
whic*:  Vandyke  has  enriched  :hia 
narioB,  we  are  sot  conrcnc  to  ad. 
mire  for  their  real  excel iencr,  but 
extend  oar  approbation  evea  to 
the  dn(t  which  happened  to  be 
tr.e  faftiion  of  that  age.  We  all 
very  well  rcmen^ber  bow  common 
it  was  a  few  year«  ago  for  portraits 
to  be  drawn  in  ;his  Gothic  drefs, 
and  thif  cntlom  is  not  yet  entirely 
laid  afid?.  By  thia  meant  it  atft 
be  act;no»ledged  very  ordinary 
pidore?  acquired  fomething  of  tbt 
air  and  e0eA  of  the  works  of  Vao- 
dyke,  and  appeared  therefore  at 
irit  fight  to  be  better  pidures  than 
ttiey  really  were;  tkey  appeared 
ib,  however,  to  thole  only  who 
had  the  means  of  making  this  af« 
focbtion,  for  when  made,  it  w»i 
irrefiftible.  But  this  aflbciatton  it 
nature,  and  refers  to  that  fecoa- 
dary  troth  that  comet  froin  coo- 
formi'y  to  general  prejudice  aad 
opinion;  it  is  therefore  not  merely 
fantafticaU  Befides  the  prejodica 
which  we  have  ia  favour  of  antteot 
dre/Tes,  ihere  may  be  likewife  other 
reafons,  amongft  which  we  may 
juftly  rank  rhc  fimplicity  of  them« 
confiftiogof  little  more  than  one 
fiogle  piece  of  drapery,  without 
thofe  whimfical  capricioua  formt 
by  which  all  other  dreflet  are  em* 
barrafF'd. 

Thus,  though  it  is  from  the 
prejudice  we  have  in  favour  of  the 
antients,  who  have  taught  ot  ar- 
chi tenure,  that  we  have  adopted 
likewife  their  ornam-*nts ;  and 
though  we  are  fatisfied  that.neiiher 
nature  nor  reafon  are  the  foqada* 
tion  of  thofe  beautiet  which  we 
imagine  we  fee  in  that  art,  yet  if 
any  one  perfoaded  of  thii  tratk 
ftioatd  therefore  invent  new  oid/m. 

of 
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ef  equal  beauty,  which  we  will 
fappofe  to  be  poffible,  yet  they 
would  not  plea^y  nor  ought  he  to 
compla^Ui  (ince  the  old  has  that 
great  advantage  of  having  cuflom 
and  prejudice  on  its  fide.  In  this 
cafe  we  leave  what  has  every  pre- 
judice in  its  favour,  to  take  that 
which  will  have  no  advantage  over 
what  we  have  l^ft,  but  novelty, 
which  foon  deftroys  itfelf,  and  at . 
any  rate  is  but  a  weak  antagonift 
jigainft  ciiftom. 

Thefe  ornaments  having  the 
right  of  poffeffion,  ought  riot  tO 
be  removed,  but  to  make  room  for 
not  only  what  hat  higher  prpien- 
iions,  but  fuch  pretentions  as  will 
balance  the  evil  and  confufion 
which  innovation  always  brings 
with  it. 

To  this  we  may  add^  even  the 
durability  of  the  materials  will  of- 
ten contribute  to  give  a  fuperiority 
to  one  objeft  over  another.  Orna« 
nents  in  buildings,  with  which 
fade  is  principally  concerned,  are 
compofed  of  materials  which  laft 
longer  than  thofe  of  which  drefs 
is  compofed  ;  it  therefore  makes 
higher  pretenfions  to  oar  favour 
^nd  prejudice. 

Some  attention  is  furrly  required 
to  what  we  can  no  more  get  rid  of 
than  we  can  go  out  of  ourfelves. 
We  are  creatures  of  prejudice; 
we  neither  can  nor  ought  to  eradi- 
cate it;  we  mud  only  regulate  it 
by  reafon,  which  regulation  by 
reafon  is  indeed  little  more  than 
obliging  the  lefFer,  the  local  and 
temporary  prejudices,  to  give  way' 
to  thofe  which  are  more  durable 
ind  lafting. 

'He  therefore  who  in  his  praAice 
of  portrait  painting  wifhes  to  dig- 
nify his  fubjeft  which  we  will 
(uppofe  to  be  a  Ladyi   will  not 


p.iint  her  in  the  modern  drefs,  tho 
familiarity  ef  which  alone  is  fu^- 
ficient  to  d' ftroy  all  dignitv.  He 
takes  care  that  his  work  fhrJI  cor- 
refpond  to  thofe  ideas  and  that 
imagination  which  he  knows  will 
reguate  the  judgment  of  others; 
and  therefore  drefles  his  figure 
fomething  with  the  general  air  of 
the  antique  for  the  fake  of  dig. 
nity,  and  prcfcrves  fomething  of 
the  modern  for  the  fake  of  like- 
nefs.  By  this  condufl  his  wo^ka 
correfpond  with  thofe  prejudices 
which  we  have  in  favour  of  what 
we  continually  ffe  ;  and  the  relifli 
of  the  antiqje  fimplicity  corre« 
fponds  with  what  we  may  call  the 
more  learned  and  fcientific  preju« 
dice. 

There  was  a  ftatue  made  not 
long  fince  of  Voltaire^  which  the 
(culptor,  not  having  that  refpeA 
for  the  prejudices  of  mankind 
which  he  ought  to  have,  has  made 
entirely  naked,  and  as  meagre 
and  emaciated  as  the  original  ia 
fatd  to  be.  The  confequence  i^ 
what  might  be  expeded ;  it  haa 
remained  in  the  fculptor's  fliop, 
though  it  was  intended  as  a  pub-f 
lie  ornament  and  a  public  honour 
to  Voltaire,  ai  it  was  procured  at 
the  expence  of  his  cotemporarj 
wits  and  admire*'s. 

Whoever  would  reform  a  na- 
tion^ fuppofing  a  bad  talle  to  pre* 
vail  in  ir^  will  not  accompliih  hia 
purpofe  by  going  diredly  agiinft 
the  ilream  of  their  prejudices* 
Men's  minds  muft  be  prepared  ta 
receive  what  is  new  to  them.  Re. 
formation  is  a  work  nf  time.  A 
national  tafte,  however  wrong  ic 
may  be,  cannot  be  totally  chang. 
ed  at  once ;  we  muft  yield  a  little 
to  the  prepofleffion  which  hat 
Ukei)  hold  on  the  mind,  and  we 
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%lb:  »cili  c£:6>^  -^^s,  if  e»- 
4canrcired  i^  be  :s:rcc£ced  st 
icns.       W:.«a     Biuifo    Fr&^ca 

iridb  Zhuz,  ?^I  VerscM  ^d 
Ticvrz,  I'j  ii^,fa  if.c  library  cf 
Su  Ma.'k,  L:*  work,  V&fari  Ciyi, 

th«  cihf  ri :  ti&e  c.-j  iBanner  cf  iM 
Kcmkn  (ctMoi  m-.i  rtrf  I'A  calcj- 
h;cd  ic  pSeafe  ejes  tb«:  h&d  been 
SCCoios^d  to  tbe  Ijzariazcj, 
fp leader  acd  riccDcfs  of  Vtx- 
tias  colonncgs  H^i  the  Rg- 
aant  been  t^c  jodges  of  this  work* 
frcbkhly  the  determinition  woald 
Bzwt  Le?n  joi  costrar|r;  for  in  the 
Munt  Doble  pMJU  cf  the  trt,  Bau 
fifto  Franco  was  perhaps  not  iafc« 
fsor  to  aoy  of  hit  riYalf* 


fb^wghtt  «s  Ctmaureial  Smhjidt, 
From  Dr»  FrankliD'/  Ftiaiad 
FragMtntt, 

O/Bmlarioit  upon  CtrMg  aMd9f  tht 

Poor. 

IN  inland  high  coantrifi,  remote 
from  the  Tea,  and  whofe  rivers 
iire  fmal!,  running  from  the  coun- 
try, and  not  to  it,  iti  is  the  ctfe  of 
Switzerland;  great  diilrefs  may 
arife  from  a  courfe  of  bad  harvefts. 
If  public  granaries  arc  not  prond* 
rd,  and  kept  well  flored.  An- 
ciently too,  before  navigation  was 
fo  genera],  fliipi  fo  plenty,  an4 
Lommerctal  connedlions  io  well 
rftablilhed  ;  even  maritime  coun- 
tries might  be  occafionally  diftref. 
fed  by  bud  crops.  But  fuch  is  now 
tba  fac'lity  off  communication  be- 
twren  ihofe  countries,  that  an  na- 
reftrained  commerce  can  fcarce 
a?cr  fail  of  procuring  a  fuffieicocy 


ix  a2T  af  i&CB.     If  icdead  asy 
gjver^ scar  is  •»  iapraccat,  as  to 
i£v  hi  aaft^s  oia  iaportec  oon, 
fani,  vjk  eTparzMOom,^  or  cospel 
UM  ^ '«  a:  iiaaiasc   prices ;    taoe 
t£s  pssfle  maj  fmMer  fdaie  faansc 
froa    mTTcaaais    avoidiag    their 
porta.     Bat  vierrrrr  commerce  is 
kao^a  la  be  alw«>  s  free,  and  the 
oerchaat  abf^Iate    aM^er  of  his 
co«iBOcitr,  as  ia  HolUnd,  theit 
will  alvays  be  a  reaibaabk  iupplr. 
Whea    aa  ezportatioa  of  con 
takes     place,     occafioned     by   a 
higher     price    ia    ibtae     ibiriga 
coaatries,  it  is  conaK^a  to  raife  a 
claaoar,  oa  the  fappofiiioa  that 
are  fiiall  thereby  prodoce  a  doacf- 
tic  €i8iiae.    Them  fellows  a  pioki- 
biticB,    foaaded    oo    the    imagi- 
aary  d.ftfefi  of   the   poor.    The 
poor,   to  be  faie,  if  in  diftrefs, 
ihoald  be  relieved  ;  bat  if  the  far- 
*mer  coald  have  a  hi^h  price  for 
his  cora  froa  the  fiweign  deaaad, 
Bui  he  by  a  prohibition  of  expor- 
utioa  be  compelled  to  take  a  low 
price,  not  of  the  poor  only,  bat 
of  every  one  that  eau  bread,  evea 
the  ncheft?  the  dnty  of  relidaag 
the  poor  is  incuabent  on  tbe  rich ; 
but  by   this  operation  the  wh<4e 
harden  of  it  is  laid  oa  the  laraer, 
who  is  .to  relieve  the  rich  at  the 
fame   time.      Of   the    poor    too, 
thofe  who  arc  maintained  by  the 
pari  flies  have  no  right    to  claim 
this  facrifice  of  the  farmer;   as, 
while  they  have  their  allowaoce, 
it  makes  no  difference   to  theat 
whether  bread  bn  cheap  or  dear. 
Thofe  working  poor,    who    now 
mind   bofinefs  only  jfve   or  fim^ 
days  in  the  week,  if  bread   ihould 
be  fo  dear  as  to  oblige   them   to 
work  the  ^hole^  required  by  the 
commandment,  do  not  feen  to  ha 

liggri^v^f  fo  at  to  Imp  a  mht 

li 
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to  pnblic  redrefs.  There  will  then 
remain^  comparatively,  only  a 
few  families  in  every  diftri^t,  who, 
from  fickneft  or  a  great  number 
of  children,  will  be  (o  diftrefled  by 
a  high  price  of  corn,  ai  to  need 
relief}  and  thefe  (hoold  be  taken 
care  of  by  particular  benefadltons, 
without  retraining  the  farmer'a 
profit. 

Thofe  who  fear,  that  exporta- 
tion  may  fo  hr  drain  the  country 
of  corn,  as  to  (larve  ourfelves,  fear 
what  never  did,  nor  ever  can  hap- 
pen. They  may  at  well,  whrfi 
they  view  the  tide  ebbing  towards 
4he  fea,  fear  that  all  the  water 
will  leave  the  river.  The  price 
of  corn,  like  water,  will  find  its' 
own  level.  The  more  we  export, 
the  dearer  it  becomes  at  home; 
the  more  is  received  abroad,  the 
cheaper  it  becomes  there  ;  and,  as 
foon  as  Ihefe  prices  are  equal,  the 
exportation  ftops  of  courfe.  As 
the  feafons  vary  in  difiPerent  coun- 
iriei,  the  calamity  of  a  bad  har- 
veft  is  never  univerfal.  If  then, 
all  ports  were  always  open,  and 
all  commerce  free ;  every  ma- 
*  ritime  country  would  generally 
•at  bread  at  the  medium  price, 
or  average  of  all  the  harvefls ; 
which  would  probably  be  more 
equal  than  we  can  make  it  by  our 
artificial  regulations,  and  therefore 
a  more  Heady  encouragement  to 
agriculture.  Th?  nation  would 
all  have  bread  at  this  middle 
price;  and  that- nation,  which  at 
any  time  inhumanly  refufes  to  re. 
lieve  the  diftreifej  of  another  na- 
tion, deferves  no  compaflion  when 
in  diArefs  itfelf. 

0/  tbi  Efia  of  Dearne/s  of  Provi- 
fhnt  mpon  ff'grking^  and  ufon  Ma* 


THE  commoB  people  do  aoft 
work  for  pleafure  generally^  but 
from  neceffity.  Cheapnefs  of  pro- 
vifions  makes  them  more  idle; 
lefs  work  is  then  done,  it  is  thea 
more  in  demand  proportionally^ 
and  of  courfe  the  price  rifes. 
Dearneis  of  proviiions  obliges  the 
manufadtorer  to  work  more  days 
and  more  honrs  ;  thus  more  work 
is  done  than  equals  the  ufual  de- 
mand ;  of  courle  it  becomes  chea- 
per, and  the  manufaflures  in  con- 
ibquence. 

Of  an  open  Trade. 

PERHAPS,  in  general,  it  wo  old 
be  better  if  government  meddled 
no  farther  with  trade,  than  to  pro- 
ted  it,  and  let  it  take  its  co^rkm 
Moil  of  the  ftatutes  or  a&s,  edids* 
arrets,  and  placartf  of  parliajnents* 
princes,  and  flates,  for  regulating, 
direding,  or  reilraining  of  trade, 
have,  we  think,  been  either  poli- 
tical blunders,  or  jobi  obtained  by 
artful  men  for  prxvace  advantage 
under  pretence  of  public  good. 
When  Colbert  afTcmbled  fom'e  wife 
old  merchants  of  France,  and  de- 
fired  their  advice  and  opinion  hov/ 
he  could  bell  fenre  and  promote 
commerce ;  tkdr  aniWiT,  after 
confultatioo,  was  in  three  worda 
only,  La\ffe9i  nous  f aire  \  *  Let  V9 
alone^*— -It  is  faia  by  a  very  folid 
writer  of  the  fame  naiion,  that  he 
is  well  advanced  in  the  fcience  of 
politics,  who  knows  tne  full  force 
of  that  maxim,  Pas  trop ^wverncr^ 
*  not  to  govern  too  muca  ;'  which, 
perhaps,  .wjuld  be  of  more  ulb 
when  applied  to  tiade,  than  in 
any  other  public  concern.  It 
were  therefore  to  be  wiflied,  that 
commerce  were  as  free  between 
all  the  nations  of  the  world,  aa  it  ^ 
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U  between  the  fevenl  counties  of 
England ;  fo  would  all,  by  mu- 
tual communication,  obtain  more 
enjoyments.  Thofe  counties  do 
not  ruin  each  other  by  trade,  nei- 
ther  would  the  nations^  No  na- 
tion was  ever  ruined  by  trade, 
eren,  feemingly,  the  moft  difad- 
Tantageoos. 

Wherever  defirable  fuperflnlties 
are  imported,  induflry  is  excited, 
and  thereby  plenty  is  produced. 
Were  only  neceflaries  permitted  to 
be  purchafed,  men  would  work  no 
more  than  was  neceiTary  for  that 
purpofe. 

Of  FrobibiiiOMf  nviih  ri^t3  fo  the 
Exportation  of  Gold  and  Sikfir. 

COULD  Spain  and  Portugal 
-kave  fucceeded  in  executing  their 
•Ibolifli  laws  for  hedging  in  the 
€Uckow,  as  Locke  calls  it,  and 
have  kept  at  home  all  their  gold 
and  itlver,  thofe  metals  would  by 
this  time  have  been. of  little  more 
value  than  fo  much  lead  or  iron. 
Their  plenty  would  have  lefTened 
their  value.  We  fee  the  folly  of 
thefe  edifls :  but  are  not  our  own 
prohibitory  and  reftriflive  laws, 
that  are  profcfTcdly  made  with  in- 
tention to  bring  a  balance  in  our 
favour  from  our  trade  with  foreign 
nations  to  be  paid  in  money,  and 
laws  to  prevent  the  neceffity  of 
exporting  that  money,  which  if 
they  could  be  thoroughly  execut- 
ed,  would  make  money  as  plenty, 
and  of  as  little  value ;  I  lay,  are 
not  fnch  laws  akin  to  thofe  Spaniih 
edifts;  follies  of  the  fame  fa- 
•milyf 

0/  the  Returns  for  foreign  Articles. 

IN  faft,  the  produce  of  other 
funtries  can  hardly  bp  obtained. 


onlefs  by  fraud  and  rapine,  iridi* 
out  giving  the  frodmct  of  onr  Umi 
fir  our  indmjtry  in  exchange  fbr 
them.  If  we  have  mines  of  gold 
and  filver,  gold  and  filver  may 
then  be  called  the  prodoce  of  oar 
land  :  if  we  have  not,  we  caa 
only  fairly  obtain  thofe  metals  by 
giving  for  them  the  prodoce  of 
oar  land  or  induftry.  When  we 
have  them,  they  are  then  only 
that  produce  or  indufiry  in  another 
(hape ;  which  we  may  give,  if 
the  trade  requires  it,  and  our  other 
produce  will  not  fuit,  in  exchange 
for  the  produce  of  fome  other 
country  that  farniihes  what  we 
have  more  occafion  for,  or  more 
defire.  When  we  have,  to  an  ia- 
convenient  degree,  parted  with 
our  gold  and  filver,  our  indufiry 
II  fli  mala  ted  afreih  to  procnit 
more;  that,  by  itt  means,  we 
may  contrive  to  procare  the  iauae 
advantage* 

OfReftrednts  upon  Commerce  in  Tim 
of  War. 

WHEN  princes  make  war  by 
prohibiting  commerce,  each  maf 
hurt  himfelf  as  much  aa  his  ene* 
my*  Traders,  who  by  their  bo* 
finefs  are  promoting  the  common 
good  of  mankind,  as  well  as  far* 
mers  and  Afliermen  who  labonr 
for  the  fobfiftence  of  all,  (honld 
never  be  in  terra  p  ted,  or  molefted 
in  their  bnfinefs;  bat  enjoy  die 
protedion  of  all  in  the  time  of 
war,  as  well  as  in  time  of  peace. 

This  policy,  thofe  we  are  pleaf- 
ed  to  call  Barbaiiant,  have,  in  a 
great  meafare,  adopted;  for  the 
trading  fabjed^  of  any  power» 
with  whom  the  Emperor  of  Mo* 
rocco  may  be  at  war,  are  not  lU 
able  to  capture,  when  within  fight 
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f^  Us  land,  going  or  coming; 
and  have  otherwife  fiee  liberty  to 
trade  and  refide  in  his  dominions. 
As  a  maritime  power,  we  pte- 
fume  it  is  not  thought  right,  that 
Gnat  Britaim  flioald  grant  fuch 
freedom,  except  partially:  as  in 
the  cafe  of  war  with  France, 
when  tobacco  is  allowed  to  be 
fent  thither  ondcr  the  fandion  of 

.  paiTports. 

BxeboMgis  in  Trait  may  bt  gainful 
to  tacb  Forty. 

IN  tranfaaions  of  trade,  it  it 
Bottobefoppofedythat,  like  game- 
ing,  what  one  psLTty  gains  the  other 
mnft  neceffarily  io/t.  The  gain  to 
each  may  be  equal.  If  A  has  more 
corn  than  he  can  confume,  but 
wants  cattle;  and  B  has  more 
cattle,  but  wants  corn,  exchange 
is  gain  to  each  :  hereby  the  com- 
mon dock  of  comforts  in  life^  is 
increafed. 


0/  Faftr  Cftdit, 

IT  is  impoffible  for  government 
to  circamfcribe,  or  ^x  the  extent 
--of  paper  credit,  which  muft  of 
courfe  fluctuate.  Government  may 
as  well  pretend  to  lay  down  rules 
for  the  operations,  or  the  confi- 
dence of  tytty  individual  in  the 
courfe  of  his  trade^  Any  feem- 
tng  temporarv  evil  arifing,  mu(l 
naturally  work  its  own  cure. 


Rules  for  a  Clnl  formerly  ofiahlijbed 
in  Philadelphia  «•  From  tha 
famt. 

Frtvions  ^ueffion^  to  bt  dnfvaertd 
at  €<utry  Mating. 

HAVE  you  read  over  theft 
queries  this  mornings  in  or* 
der  to  conlider  what  yon  might 
have  to  offer  the  Junto  touching 
any  one  of  them  ?  via. 

**  1.  Have  you  met  with  auf 
thing  in  the  author  you  laft  read^ 
remarkable,  or  fuitable  to  be  com- 
municated to  the  Junto?  particu- 
larly in  hidory,  morality,  poetry* 
phyfic,  travels,  mechanic  arts,  or 
other  parts  of  knowledge. 

2.  What  new  ftory  have  yoa 
lately  heard  agreeable  for  telling 
in  converfation  ^ 

3.  Hath  any  citizen  in  yo«r 
knowledge  failed  in  his  buiinefii 
lately,  and  what  have  yoa  heai4 
of  the  caufe  } 

4.  Have  yon  lately  heard  of  any 
citizen's  thriving  well,  and  bj 
what  means  ? 

5.  Have  yoa  lately  heard  bow 
any  prefcnt  rich  man*  here  or 
elfewhere,  got  his  eftatef 

6.  Do  you  know  of  any  fellow. 
citizen,  ivho  has  lately  done  a 
worthy  adlion,  defer v ing  praife 
and  imitation  ?  or  who  has  com- 
mitted an  error  proper  for  as  to  be 
warned  againft  and  avoid  ? 

7.  What  unhappy  effeds  of  la- 
temperance   have   you  lately  ob« 


^  This  was  an  early  performance ;  and  carries  along  with  it  an 'air  of  finea<- 
larity,  accompanied  with  fuch  operative  good  fenfe  and  philanthrophy,  as  cha- 
raAeriies  it  for  Dr.  Franklin^s.  We  are  informed  by  the  editor,  that  the  dub 
for  whMi  it  was  written,  was  held  in  Philadelphia ;  and  was  compofed  of  mea 
conBderablc  for  their  influence  and  difcretion  )  for  though  the  chief  iieafures  of 
Penfyivania  ufually  received  their  firfi  formation  in  this  club,  it  eaiitcd  for  %o 
jtoxt  without  the  nature  of  its  iaib'tution  beii^  publicly  known* 

feffve4 
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ftrvtd  or  heard  ?  of  imf.-aicace  ? 
cf  pa£o.i  ?  or  of  amj  ciher  vice 
crfc:!y> 

8.  V^'-at  happv  e€eds  of  tes- 
perar.ce  ?  cf  pr-jdtcce?  of  made- 
racier.  ?  or  of  asy  other  rirce? 

9.  Have  yea  or  any  cf  vocr 
acqaaictance  beea  !a*e!y  ficSc  or 
woGn::ed  .'  If  fo,  what  re Sf  dies 
were  ufrd^  and  v^hat  were  their 
c^eas  ? 

iz.  V/ro  do  yoa  know  that  are 
Ihorily  goir.g  vo;ag«^t  or  joiirnies, 
if  one  {\-.j!;:  have  ccca£oa  to  fead 
by  the.T.  ? 

11.  Do  yoa  :>tr.<  of  any  thiog 
at  prefenty  in  «bhich  :he  J  jd:o  rsay 
b:  fervsceabU  lo mmniina^  to  :h;:r 
CO  an  try,  to  their  frieodi^  o:  to 
ibemreV/Ti  ? 

12.  Hith  any  defcnringftrangcr 
arrived  in  town  Hnce  ]aft  meecing, 
that  yoQ  heard  of?  and  what  have 
you  heard  or  obferved  of  his  cha- 
radl^r  or  merits?  and  whether, 
think  yoa,  it  lies  in  the  power  of 
the  Jaoto  to  oblige  him,  or  en- 
courage hi.ii  as  he  deferves  ? 

13.  Do  you  know  of  any  de- 
fer ving  young  beginner  lately  fet 
up,  whom  it  lies  in  the  power  of 
the  Junto  any  wjy  to  encourage  ? 

14.  Have  yo'i  lately  obferved 
any  defeat  in  the  laws  of  your 
ecuntry,  [of]  which  it  woald  be 
proper  to  move  the  legiilatare  for 
an  amendment?  or  do  yoo  know 
of  any  beneficial  law  that  is  want- 
ing ? 

15.  Have  you  lately  obferved 
any  encroachment  on  the  juft  liber- 
ties of  the  people  ? 

16.  Ilaih  any  body  attacked 
your  reputation  lately  ?  and  what 
c^n  the  Junto  do  towards  fecur- 
ing  it? 

17.  Is  there  any  man  whofe 
fricnd(hip  you  wanr«   and  which 


the  Jonto,  or  aaj  of  ikem,  ca 
procare  for  yoa  ? 

i3.  Have  yom  la»Iy  Ward  a«f 
aaesber'i  caxraAer  aitssked,  asd 
ham  have  yo«  dcfecdcd  it  ? 

i^  Haib  aoj  mas  ujared  yoif 
from  whoa  it  it  in  tke  power  of 
the  Janto  to  prccvre  redrefs  ? 

20.  Id  wkat  oiaaoer  caa  tke 
Juato^  or  any  of  them,  aCi  joa 
in  any  of  year  hoaocrabie  defigai? 

21.  Ha^e  jca  aoy  weighs-  af- 
f;«ir  in  hand,  in  which  joa  thiak 
the  advice  of  \hc  Jaato  may  te 
cf  fervice  ? 

22.  What  benefits  Lave  yea 
lately  received  fiOA  anj  man  nut 
prtfsat  ? 

23.  Is  there  anj  difiicalty  ia 
mailers  of  opinion,  of  jufiice,  asd 
iojuftice,  which  you  would  gladi/ 
have  difcofled  at  this  time? 

24.  Do  joa  fee  any  ching  anib 
in  the  pre&nt  csftoms  or  proceed- 
ings of  the  Jonto,  which  might 
be  amended  ? 

Any  peribn  to  be  qaalified,  to 
ilacd  np,  and  lay  Ala  hand  on 
his  breall,  and  be  aiked  thefe 
qneftionti  viz. 

1.  Have  you  any  particular  dif- 
refped  to  any  prefent  meoabcrs  ?«« 
Anfiwerm     I  have  not. 

2.  Do  yoo  fincerely  declare  that 
you  love  mankind  in  general ;  of 
what  profeffion  or  religion  foerer  I 
— ^/^*  I  do. 

3.  Do  you  think  any  perfoa 
ought  to  be  harmed  in  hia  body» 
name,  or  goods,  for  mere  fpecnla- 
tive  opinions,  or  his  external  way 
of  worihip  ? — jim/ku.     No. 

4.  Do  you  love  troth  £or  troth's 
falvc,  and  will  you  endMvonr  Im* 
partiiilly  to  £nd  and  recdve  it 
yourfelf,  and  coram naicate  at  to 
otheri  }'^Anpw.    Yes. 
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^tfirf^oHonj  an  fatriarchai  CuJIoms 
and  Manrnrs ;  ly  tbi  Urn.  Dainei 
BAfrto^on* 

TTAVIN«m«  tht'bookor 
XjI  <5«»efc  Hitty  iMidi  afitefN 
^mn,  I  %rave  fbrmed  a  ftott  ftctdi 
of  the  pdtfbrc^l  ccrftoitn  and 
inanners,  formed  virliidi, and  more 
particcrlfrljr  tv)uit  rdates  to  ttieTr 
narria^eSf  I  tie'^er  couTd  at  all 
iDOBipretiertd  from  the  pcrttfal  of 
iittacb«d  c!rapters ;  ktietd  fcarce* 
ly  be  t^biferved  alfo  ^at  Cadi  «it(^ 
'^HDS  and  manners  motl  in  many 
TtfptiGtt  diffbr  from  thofe  of  tbetr 
"defcendatits,  when  they  became  a 
tonfiderabie  nattofli  ^^  Hv«d  in 
titles. 

A  patriarch  pitched  hh  tents 
Where  the  gronmi  wvs  tmocctipitd 
by  otb^s ;  or>  if  occnpitd,  where 
be  was  permit^td  to  purchase ;  as 
in  the  inftance  of  Jacob's  procur. 
ing  land  from  the  children  of  Ha- 
mor,  for  an  hundred  pieces  of  mo- 
ney. 

As  the  hrft  of  thefe  patriarchs 
(Abraham]  bad  318  traininl  Ser- 
vants, when  he  affifted  hh  nephew 
Lot ;  if  we  multiply  518  by  5, 
according  to  the  common  rule  for 
giving  the  number  of  /euk,  there 
were  probably  1590  in  this  pa- 
triarchal family:  Elan  alfo  meets 
Jacob  with  400  men. 

Their  cattle  conHfled  of  camels, 
ct>ws,  afles,  fheep,  and  goats ;  but 
I  do  not  find  any  mention  of  the 
borfe  in  the  book  of  Genefis,  ex- 
cept of  the  horfemen  which  came 
from  Egypt  with  Jofeph,  when  he 
is  to  bury  Jacob  ;  anti,  indeed, 
this  quadruped  con  fumed  too  much 
provender,  to  be  eafily  furni(hed 
in  fuch  a  country  as  the  land  of 
Canaan ;  befides  the  camel  was  a 
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mach  more  tSM^MAent  beaft  of 
burthen,  in  their  flow  joiirnka 
cfver  trads  of  fohry  deferu. 

The  diftatoce  CO  which  fbey  re-* 
moved  mvttk  ha^  depended  npon 
'thrfr  ^dfng  proper  ftfbfi ftencfe  for 
themfelves  wad  their  tattle^  whitft 
t!»e  firft  thing  neeeRary,  when  they 
had  fijred  tbdr  itolenient,  was  tb 
^g  wells ;  which  na  of  4abotir efta* 
bltflied  their  property  in  the  t*nd 
that  was  coatigooo^. 

The(b  wells  were  of  difttvUt 
kinds,  and  were  moft  vJ^Inable  if 
am  ebollitiofh  of  the  WHter  'ip* 
pttrei,  when  they  lire  d^cribed 
as  iMng  'waterii  as  kail  f«cb 
is  the  exprelfion  ill  the  Septwr- 
gint,  though  not  in  our  ver- 
fion* 

S6me  of  \}Aft  w^lli  had  Heps  tt> 

to  down  into  them,  and  had  be- 
del a  trottgh  to  receive  the  water 
when  b)-(3^gnt  up  in  the  pitchers ; 
as,  otherwife,  there  would  not 
have  been  a  fullicient  qiiancity  for 
the  larger  cattle,  and  particnlarly 
the  camels :  it  (ho aid  ifbsm  alfo, 
that  this  labour  was  impofed  upon 
the  women,  who  choie  the  cool 
of  the  evening  for  this  purpofe, 
and  carried  their  pitchers  on  their 
(houlders. 

Other  wells  were  covered  with 
a  large  done,  which  required  fonre 
ftrength  to  remove  it,  aiad  prt*- 
vented  the  fand  of  ordure  from 
being  bfown  into  the  well»  as  alio 
accidents  to  the  cattle,  or  the  eva* 
poration  of  this  fo  pirecioiis  an 
element  in  (o  parched  a  country. 
Other  wells  again  had  a  wall  round 
them,  to  which  they  planted  vines. 
Thefe  wells  being  (o  valuable, 
fometimes  occafioned  contentions 
between  the  herdfmen,  in  which 
it    does    not  appear    what    arms 
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were  uftd,  hot  it  fliool^  (ttm  that 
the  bow  and  thritfiit^  ftRord  were 
fheir  oolx  weapons  in  war,  and 
Chat  the  killing  with  ihe  eagt  of  the 
{word,  Geo.  xzxiv.  26.  is  there* 
fore  unprcper^  as  the  Septoagint 
expreffion  is  §»  i^fuSt  uxysuf^, 
and  the  literal  tranilacion  from  the 
Hebrew  is  im  ere  giaJii,  Perhaps 
the  bow  is  the  oioft  ancient  of 
thefe  weapons,  as  it  isalljded  to 
in  the  covenant  with  No«h.  The 
hulband  acd  his  wives  lived  in 
feparate  tents,  or  hoofes :  as  Ifaac 
goes  into  th^t  of  his  mother  Sa- 
rah, aftfr  her  death,  and  three 
tents  are  fearched  for  the  images, 
nfiz,  Jacob's,  Leah's,  and  Ra- 
chel's: in  procefs  of  time  alfo 
booths  were  built  for  their  cattle, 
from  which  circomftance  Jacob 
names  a  place. 

The  patriarch  himfelf  feems  not 
to  have  been  occupied  in  any  ma- 
nual labour,  but  is  often  repre- 
iented  as  fitting  before  the  door  of 
his  tent,  or  under  the  (bade  of  a 
tree,  with  a  truly  Aiiatic  indo- 
lence, as  upon  the  arrival  of  a 
Granger,  he  is  faid  to  /i/t  up  his 
tyes  and  fit:  which  very  particu- 
lar exprfflion  feems  to  imply  an 
cflbrt  in  fuch  an  adl. 

When  the  ftranger  arrive?,  he 
is  received  with  great  courtefy 
and  hofpitality  ;  for  Abraham  ad- 
dreflVs  the  angels  (\\'hom  he  doth 
not  know  to  be  fo)  as  his  Lords, 
and  ftlles  himfelf  thtir  fervant. 
They  ate  then  invited  to  waih 
their  feet,  whilft  Sarah  prepares 
the  bread,  and  Abraham  procures 
a  calf,  butter,  and  milk  for  them, 
which  they  eat  under  the  fhade  of 
a  tree,  and  Abraham  wiits  upon 
them  during  their  repalK  If  the 
flf  ADgcr  travelled  with  caitir,  they 


were  al(b  provided  irich  finw  ael 
provender. 

The  patriarch's  onm  catde  were 
kept  either  by  bis  ions,  or  fa* 
rants,  who  attended  tliea  day  and 
night ;  at  leaft^  it  was  n  covenait 
between  Laban  and  Jacob  "  that 
"  if  any  were  ftolen  either  by  day 
'*  or  night,  or  deftrojed  by  wild 
«<  beafts,  the  fliepherd  ihonid  be 
"  anfwerable  for  them." 

Thefe  fenranu  became  /•  either 
by  being  born  within  the  pacri- 
arch*s  diftrid,  or  were  pnrchaTed 
for  money;  whilft  A>ffic  few  en- 
gaged only  for  a  term  of  years, 
as  in  the  in  fiance  of  Jacob  aod 
Laban.  But  thofe  who  coohl  If 
moft  depended  upon  were  tW 
children  of  the  patriarch  himielf, 
or  their  defendants  ;  the  increaie 
of  which  was  encouraged  by  eveiy 
poflible  means  (being  their  bet 
wealth),  and  unhappy  was  the 
woman  who  did  not  bear  a  confi- 
derable  number.  The  wife  in- 
deed having  no  fortune,  was  pi^ 
chafed  by  the  hufband  for  this 
fole  purpofe,  which  if  (he  did  not 
anfwer,  ner  difgrace  was  complete. 
Hence  Rachel  is  difmifled  wiA 
bleffings  and  wifhes  for  her  firoit- 
fulnef*,  and  fays  afterwards  to  her 
hufband,  *'  give  me  children  or  I 
''  ihalldie:"  hence  God  is  fop. 
pofed  *'  both  to  open  and  ihot  her 
*'  womb ;"  and  upon  bearing  a 
child,  *'  God  hath  t^Cken  away 
"  her  reproach."  The  belief  that 
the  Meiliah  might  be  defcended 
from  them,  might  poffibly  contri- 
bute alfo  to  this  \Q  very  earMi 
defire  of  becoming  a  mother. 

in  their  marriages  (from  dM 
time  of  Ifaac  at  Icaft),  it  fecai 
to  have  always  been  wiQied  that 
the  bride  fhould  Utc  at  m  diiaKC 
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from  the  patriarchal  refidence^  but 
that  (he  (hoold  be  related^  and  par- 
ticu]arly  a  firft  coufin. 

The  firft  requifice  probably  arofe 
from  the  danger  cf  early  inceft  in 
the  patriarch's  own  family;  and 
the  fecond,  from  apprehenHons  of 
difagreement  between  the  ho  (band 
and  wife,  after  thfe  introduflion  of 
circumcifiony  which  the  wife  mieht 
probably  have  oppo(ed,  when  her 
new-born  infant  was  but  eight 
days  old»  unlefs  (he  was  in  feme 
meafure  defcended  from  Abraham 
the  introducer  of  this  practice. 

We  find  accordingly  that  Zi- 
porak,  who  was  a  Midianite,  and 
married  to  Mofes,  had  delayed 
this  operation  (b  long,  that  he  is 
threatened  with  death  by  an  an- 
gel ;  opon  which  the  mother  com- 
plies indeed,  but  reproaches  Mofes 
twice  with  behg  a  hlooiy  hu(band 
to  her  on  this  account.  Jacob's 
fons  likewife  for  the  fame  reafon 
declare,  that  they  will  not  marry 
the  daughters  of  the  Schechemites» 
till  circumciHon  is  fubmitted  to  by 
all  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  towii 
of  Shechem. 

It  was  allowed  to  ciarry  at  leaft 
two  wives  thoueh  fillers ;  but  as 
both  of  thefe  might  prove  barren, 
we  find  that  in  the  inftance  of  Ra- 
chel and  Leahf  they  received  from 
tBeir  father  two  handmaids,  in 
whom  they  continued  to  have  fuch 
abfolute  property,  that  if  they  he- 
flowed  them  upon  their  hulbands 
in  marriage,  the  children  which 
they  bore  were  in  a  manner  confi- 
dered  as  their  own,  whitll  to  make 
them  more  completely  fo,  the 
handmaid  was  delivered  upon  the 
knees  of  her  mtilrefs :  «•  Go  in 
**  unto  her,  and  (he  (ball  bear 
««  upon   my   knees,    that   I  may 


<*  have  alfo  children  by  her.'* 
Gen.  XXX.  It  feeins  to  me  that 
what  I  have  fuggelled  is  fairly  to 
be  inferred  from  thefe  words ; 
and  I  have  been  informed  by  a 
learned  friend,  that  fome  years 
pail  it  was  not  uncommon  in  many 
parts  of  England,  for  the  grand- 
daughter  to  be  delivered  upon  the 
knees  not  only  of  the  grand-mo- 
ther,  but  the  grand-father.  The 
hu(band  often  alfo  places  the  wife 
upon  his  knees  for  this  fame  piir- 
pofe,  aihonpft  the  lov^er  clafs  of 
peafants  both  io  Pruflia  and  Lap- 
land. 

Though  the  handihaid's  chil- 
dren were  therefore  confidered  as 
legitimate,  yet  (he  and  her  o(F. 
fpring  feem  to  have  continued 
under  the  power  of  the  midrefs, 
for  Sarah  infifls  upon  Hagar  be- 
ing fent  with  her  child  into  Mhe 
defert,  which  'Abraham  cannot  op- 
pofe,  though  he  wi(hes  to  do  fo; 
and  fuch  a  maid  is  therefore  fome- 
times  (liled  a  Bond-^oman, 

Whilft  the  miilrefs  however  was 
fatisfied  with  her  hand-maid's  be- 
haviour, both  (he  and  her  children 
were  treated  nearly  in  the  fame- 
manner  as  the  wife  and  her  chil- 
dren would  have  been.  Thus  Jo- 
feph  the  fon  of  Rachel  keeps  (heep 
wich  the  fons  of  Bilhah  and  Zil- 
pah,  (who  were  handmai(i^  to 
Rachel  and  Leah)  and  the  only 
reafon  given  for  Jacob's  preferring 
Jofeph  is,  that  he  was  the  fon  of 
bis  old  age.  The  brothers  alfo 
rcfent  Jofcph's  conceiving  from  his 
dream,  that  he  (hoald  have  any 
fuperiority  over  them.  Thus  Ja- 
cob likewife  with  his  two  wives 
and  their  handmaids,  and  his  e[e- 
ven  fons,  advance  by  them(e)vci 
when  he  is  approaching  Efau  un- 
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der  appreheofioot  that  he  flull 
DOC  be  well  receired*  whil&  he  u 
preceded  by  other  piru  of  his 
trAiB,  who(e  IWes  ar«  ooc  fo  pre- 
cioas  CO  him. 

It  flioold  feeoi^  indeed^  chat  there 
was  ibme  fort  of  diiUaclion  be- 
tweea  the  two  forts  of  marriage^ 
as  far  as  related  to  the  mothers, 
thoagh  not  as  to  the  children,  for 
it  was  a  geoeral  law  in  all  the 
countries  aijacent  to  the  promiied 
land,  that  adolterf  with  the  wife 
of  the  more  foleron  marriage, 
fhouU  be  poniflsed  with  death. 
Bat  if  the  woman  was  not  under 
fach  a  contract,  the  princes  of  the 
EaU  often  placed  her  in  their  fera- 
glio.  By  this  I  woolH  allode  to 
the  inftances  of  Sarah  and  Rebecca 
whilft  in  Egypt  and  Gerar;  hot 
the  book  of  Genelis  does  not  for- 
nifli  an  example  of  its  being  ap 
eaual  crime  to  commit  adultery 
with  the  wife's  handmaid,  after 
fhe  had  been  given  iu  marriage 
to  the  hafi>and#  On  the  contrary, 
Renben  lay  with  Bilhah,  his  mo- 
ther Rachel's  handmaid,  which 
fhe  had  given  in  marriage  to 
Jacob;  nor  does  any  panifii- 
ment  or  reproof  immediately  fol- 
low, thougn  the  Septoagint  adds 
this  cenfure,  xmi  womf^p  ifttn 
tfUfliop  avl&. 

To  avoid,  however,  this  offence 
of  adultery  with  the  wife  of  the 
more  folemn  marriage,  if  the  pa- 
triarch removed  to  the  dominioos 
of  a  foreign  prince,  it  fcrems  to 
have  not  been  uocommcn  to  mur- 
der him,  (for  which  the  punifli- 
ment  was  not  probably  fo  fevere  in 
the  cafe  of  a  flranger)  as  the  wo- 
man was  thrn  become  a  widow 
and  not  a  viife  ;  by  which  mod 
horrid  evafion,  the  letter  of  the 
law  feems  to  have  b^en  faiiilicd. 


Murder  had  iadccd  bce»  forbU 
IB  the  time  of  Koah  ;  hot  this 
precept  did  not  probsblj  teach  to 
cooa:ries  which  were  not  uiha« 
bited  by  his  ttore  imaicdutt  dc- 
kendants  ;  for  whea  Abnkm  ap» 
prehends  bciig  nmrdntd  ia  AU- 
melech's  kingdom  on  accoBBt  of 
his  wife  Sarah,  he  gives  it  as  a 
reafoB,  "thai  the  fejo-  of  God  was 
««  not  in  ckia  plaee  ;''  by  which  I 
uBderftand  that  the  diriBC  lav 
againft  narder  promalgcd  to  Noih 
had  Bot  been  heard  of,  or  at  leaf 
was  Boc  obfenred  in  AbimcM'i 
cooBtry,  thoagh  it  is  Tcry  dear 
that  adaltery  with  9^rah  (whiil 
fhe  was  wife  of  Abrmh^m^  woaU 
have  becB  poBifhetf  whh  death} 
and  from  another  finilar  iaftaacc, 
that  the  fame  law  prevailed  if 
Egypt.  Heace  alio  AbiselechV 
when  he  u  iBformed  that  I&ac 
is  the  hofbaad  of  Rebecca,  1^ 
fues  a  proclamatioii  for  his  pro- 
tection. 

As  a  wife  was  only  retjpcAcd  fcr 
iC  number  of  childrea  with  which 
e  or  her  handmaids  iscreafed  the 
patriarchal  family,  the  ^reatdt 
injury  ihe  coold  receive,  was  the 
preventing  E'er  having  thr  ^rliel 
opportunity  of  bearing  leritinate 
children.  Hence  the  dausoter  be- 
ing at  the  father's  difjpofai,  Lahaa 
inarms  Jacob  that  he  noft  not 
complain  cf  Leah  being  impoiSBd 
npon  him  in  (lead  of  Rachel,  be« 
caufe  Leah  was  the  elder  fifter, 
and  therefore  was  not  to  lofe  a 
year  of  child-bearing  ;  of  which 
(he  was  capable  before  her  yonnger 
Mcr. 

When  a  wii^  wat  once  moved 
from  the  family  of  one  patriarch 
to  another,  (he  could  not  be  re- 
turned without  much  tronble  and 
inconvenience:    befides  which,  u 

I  have 


t 


MISCELLANEOUS   ES$AYS.        165 


I  have  o1>rerved  before,  (he  was 
in  reality  parchafed  for  the  porpofe 
of  Hearing  children,  and  coafe- 
quently  whilft  (he  was  of  a  proper 
age,  no  time  was  to  be  loft  in  pro- 
viding hfr  with  another  hu(band 
(upon  the  death  of  the  firft)'  from 
the  fame  family  which  had  made 
the  pnrchafe  ;  the  next  brother  in 
faccefSon  beine  fixed  upon  for  the 
fecond  hufband. 

This  appears  moft  llrongly  in 
what  is  mentioned  with  regard  to 
Tamar,  who  was  firft  married  to 
Er,  the  eldeft  of  three  brothers, 
then  to  Onan  the  fecond,  and  af- 
terwards betrothed  to  Selah  the 
third  when  he  (hoald  be  fully 
grown.  When  this  happens*  Ta- 
mar thinks  herfelf  moft  highly  in- 
jured by  his  not  being  immediately 
more  folemnly  married  to  her,' 
which  is  the  occafion  of  her  lofing 
the  firft  opportunity  of  bearing 
children,  and  therefore  (he  com- 
mits inceft  with  her  father.in-law, 
Who  acknowledees  afterwards  thac 
he  had  been  guilty  of  a  greater  fin 
in  not  completing  the  marriage 
between  Tamar  and  Selah,  than 
Ihe  had  by  adultery;  for  which 
otherwife  he  had  ordered  her  to 
have  been  burnt.  A  difappoint- 
ment  of  the  fame  fort  occafioned 
the  death  of  her  fecond  ha  (band 
Onan,  who  feems  to  have  declin- 
ed having  children  by  her,  be- 
caufe  he  conceived  at  leaft,  that 
Tamar  was  already  pregnant  by 
his  elder  brother  Er« 

fiut  a  ftili  ftronger  inftance  of 
this  fuppofed  duty  of  bearing  chil- 
dren, appears  in  the  conduA  of 
Ihe  two  daughters  of  Lot«  who 
commit  inctft  with  .their  father 
from  the  (ame  motives,  nor  do 
they  incur  any  blame  when  the 
^  deceit  is  difcovered  \  and  X  am  in- 


formed by  dT  able  orientalift, 
that  the  name  of  one  of  the  fons, 
vis:.  Moab,  fignifies,  of  §r  hy  my 
Fashtr;  and  of  the  other,  wz, 
Jmmen  or  Btih-ammi,  the  fin  ef  my 
neareft  kirn ;  from  which  it  is  very 
clear  that  they  meant  to  perpe- 
tuate an  honour,  and  not  a  dif- 
grace  to  themfelves  or  their  chil- 
dren.  Befides  this*  the  two  daugh- 
ters concert  a  deliberate  plan  with 
each  other  for  this  purpofe,  afii^n- 
ing  it  as  a  reafon  that  their  fatner 
nuoi  gr^ni^n  oU^  and  it  cannot  there- 
fore be  fuppofed  to, have  arifen 
from  the  common  inducements  to 
incontinence.  I  cannot  conclude 
what  [  have  ftated  with  regard  to 
the  patriarchal  marriages^  without 
obferviog,  that  though  fome  of 
their  ufages  in  this  refpefl  may 
appear  fo  very  fingular,  and  per. 
haps  blamable  according  to  our 
own  inftitotions,  yet  it  muft  be 
recolleAed,  that  no  pofitive  law  of 
divine  revelation  was  promulged 
till  the  decalogue,  except  th^  for- 
bidding of  murder  in  the  time  of 
Noah,  and  the  covenant  of  cir- 
comcifion.  The  patriarchs  there, 
fore  accommodated  their  laws  to 
their  own  Ttty  particular  fituatimi.. 

A  patriarch  feems  to  have  had 
the  higheft  powers  over  his  chil- 
dren and  family ;  at  leaft  Lot  of- 
fers his  daughters  to  the  Sodo- 
mites, and  Abraham  obliges  his 
fon  *'  Ilhmael,  together  with  all 
"  the  men  of  his  houfe,  born  itt 
'*  the  houfe,  and  bought  with 
**  money  of  the  ftranger,"  to  be 
circumcifed.  Reuben  moreover 
offers  to  deliver  up  his  two  fons  to 
be  (lain,  if  he  does  not  bring  back 
Benjamin. 

This  parental  authority  was 
much  enforced  by  the  father's  be- 
ing  believed    to  have   it   in    hn 
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psiwtr  CO  cooler  «rihrr  bapp^oHs 
rr  rosfffy  by  r.ii  b  ^fE^  gt  or  curfes, 
which  »ere  thrrefore  drfcrred  t  H 
rfueae  old  age,  thtf  eyes  of  bo:h 
I^£C  aod  Jacob  being  fo  dim  ihJt 
they  cariD:>t  dilhoguifli  oojeds, 
when  ihey  pronounce  ibeir  blef- 
fingt  CD  tbeir  children.  Tie  mo- 
ther,  bowever,  di-es  not  appear  lo 
bave  bad  any  ftfcb  pov^er,  nor 
do  we  find  soy  icttance  cf  a 
daaghter  being  eitber  bl'.-fied  cr 
corfed.   ^ 

Tae  refp^d  to  the  father  doring 
Kit  life  wa*  fucht  that  it  Iboald 
fee  ID  the  child  was  not  permitted 
10  fi:  in  his  prefeoce.  from  a  very 
partfcular  excufe  which  Rochel 
m^.krs  en  the  occ^iion ;  whilft 
ji%cob  f wears  by  the /ear  of  his 
father  Ifaac^  i.  e.  by  the  fear  be 
was  under  of  his  father's  dilpiea- 
fu'e.  Efan  alfo  declares  that  he 
will  kill  Jacob,  when  f/aac  eHee^ 
and  Jofeph's  brechren  apprehend 
be  ivill  revenge  himfelf  on  the 
death  of  Jacob.  Gen.  xxxi.  42. 
and  L,  15. 

The  bleffing  or  cnrfe  protiounc- 
ed  by  the  fa;ber,  was  a  prophetic 
viiion  of  what  was  to  happen,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  revoked  or 
altered  ;  for  Kaac  cannot  change 
what  he  hath  given  Jacob  reafon 
to  expeA  when  his  deceit  is  dif- 
covered;  nor  can  Jacob  be  pre- 
vailed upon  by  loieph  to  put  his 
right  hand  upon  his  fon  ManafTeh, 
became  greater  bleifings  were  to 
come  upon  his  youpger  brother 
Ephraim.  It  appears  alfo  from 
wh^t  hath  been  ilated,  that  the 
bledlng  wn%  given  by  the  faih-r*s 
putting  his  right  h'nd  upon  the 
held  of  the  ion  who  was  to  re* 
ceive  it. 

The  parental  authority  was  en- 
deavoured to  be  fupported  as  long 
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as  poffible  by  tbe  fooeral  bososri 
paid  CO  the  decealed  patriarch, 
and  the  place  of  his  burial.  The 
firft  porchafe  that  we  hear  of  there* 
fore  in  the  Old  Tefiansenc,  is  that 
of  tiie  cave  of  Macpelah,  in  the 
▼alley  of  Mam  re,  tvbicb  Abra- 
ham bcmght  from  the  ions  of  Uetk 
(who  were  otherwife  wiHing  to 
accommodate  bim  in  the  baryiag 
of  Sarah),  that  it  nigfac  be  fecurcd 
to  him  and  his  defcendaou. 

The  conveyance  therefore  b 
made  to  Abraham  with  all  poiEble 
foieranlties  and  ace o racy,  in  regard 
to  :he  boaadariesy  which  were  de- 
livered down  to  bis  grand. fon  Ja- 
cob, «bo  remifi.is  bis  children  of 
them  when  he  is  dying,  and  re- 
quefis  to  be  interred  in  the  cave 
which  had  been  porcbafed  by  his 
grandfather. 

V/hen    the    patriarch    dies,  die 
exprclfion    afed    i?,    that    he   was 
gathered  unt§  his  peopU,  with  which 
Montanus'  literal  verfion   from  the 
Hebrew  agree;,   being  coiUQus  eft 
ad  papules  Ju9s.      As  I   muft  own 
that. I  do  not  underftand  the  ptcaa- 
ing  of  either  the  Englifh  or  Latia 
tranfl^tion  ;  I  bave  therefore  coa- 
fulted  the  Septuagint,  where  the 
words   are  v^^yhiAn    v^j    rot  >mm 
aJltf,  which  I  tranflaie,  '«  the  (•rpt 
«•  nuas  produced  before  bis  people^* 
and    whicb  is  the  firlt  fenfe   that 
Stephens  gives  to  this  verb,  citing 
Herodian  with  regard  to  the  fune- 
ral   of    Severus  :    xalajcofxkfr^*   lus 

ayo^af  7P^Mix7%.  L.  iv.  in  pi  inc. 
Dio  alio  cenfures  Tiberius  tor  his 
ncglea  of  Livia.  »1,  •oaif«r«»  tvt^. 
xtTTO'alof  bit  atry^oM/araw  atHo^  *#•- 
aMao,  Dio.  L.  Iviii.  in  priac.iuk 

tavla  ii  .  .  .  ri^«w<y«ilK 
(f-.  the  corpfe)   TOK  «5-cwoK  mAt9H 

Luciannt 
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Lucianns  de  Lufto,  p.  807,  Ed, 
Bour4elot. 

«  Stt  tua  funera,  mater* 
«*  VroduxW"  A€D.  xi.  486. 

where  the  poet  literally  tranfla*.c8 
the  Grcfk  term  ofcd  iA  the  above 
citations  with  regard  to  funerals. 
Thas  likewife  Scatius, 


<*  £c  puerile  feretrum 
««  FroJuxi,*^  L.  ii.  S,  i. 

To  this  it  may  be  added,  that  the 
expreflion  of  ^ing  ^at hired  to  bis 
people,  is  only  applied  to  the  death 
of  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob; 
from  whence  it  may  be  fairly  in- 
ferred, that  the  honour  of  produc- 
ing the  body,  and  weeping  over 
it  in  public,  was  paid  only  to  the 
head  of  the  patriarchal  family. 
Perhaps  Abraham  might  have  in- 
troduced thefe  funeral  foleronitiet 
after  he  had  been  in  Egypt. 

Iftimael  indeed  is  faid  to  have 
been  gmthered  to  his  people,  in  our 
vcrfion  of  Gen.  xxv.  17  ;  but  the 
Septuagint  runs  wfo?  to  yiwc»  and 
not  irpo;  roir  ^ao»  at/)» ;  and  it 
ihould  feem,  therefore,  that  his 
corpfe  was  only  lamented  over  by 
his  relations.  If  we  confider,  how- 
ever, the  term  yi»oc  to  be  a  fed  in 
as  extenftve  a  fenfe  as  Acm^,  it  muft 
be  recolledsd  that  Ifhmael,  on  the 
death  of  Abraham,  was  the  head 
of  the  patriarchal-  family. 

I  (hall  now  endeavour  to  fliew 
that  this  is  the  Irue  ienfe  of  the 
text  from  the  particulars  which 
are  ilated  both  as  tb  Sarah  and 
Jacob's  funeral ;  f 'r  as  to  thofc  •f 
Abraham  and  Jfaac,  it  is  only 
mentioned  that  thcv  were  gathered 
unto  their  people^  and  were  buried. 

I  (hall  begin,  however,  with  the 
1^  inSance>  vif.  that  of  Jacob, 
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becaufe  the  c^Hbnies  a&d  in  the 
burial  of  Sarah,  will  then  be  better 
underftood^ 

Jacob,'in  his  lad  agonies,  is  faid 
to  raife  his  feet  upon  the  bed,  and 
therefore  lay  in  fuch  an  attitude 
that  his  corpfe  might  he  produced  ' 
to  bis  people  (according  to  my 
tranilation  of  the  paffage) ;  imme- 
diately after  which  Jofeph  falls 
upon  his  father's  face,  weeping 
and  kiiSing  it ;  which,  with  other 
public  lamentations,  continued  (as 
I  apprehend)  till  the  corpfe  was 
buried. 

This  laft  particular  is,  I  think* 
fairly  to  b^  inferred  from  difTerenc 
paflages  which  relate  to  the  funeral 
of  Sarah. 

Sarah  died  at'fome  didance  from 
where  Abraham  happened  to  be, 
who  thfrefore  comes  to  mourn  and 
weep  for  b^r  before  (he  is  interred  ; 
and  addrefles  the  fons  of  Heth, 
the  hodj  of  his  nvife  lying  be/cn 
him ;  **  and  Abraham  Hood  up 
••  from  before  his  dead  and  fpake 
•*  unto  the  fons  of  Heth."— In 
the  next  verfe  he  fays,  *'  give  me 
**  a  burying  place  that  I  may  bury 
««  my  dead  out  of  my  fight  :^*  and 
the  fame  expreflion  is  again  re- 
peated in  the  8th  verfe. 

I  have  already  obferved  how 
material  a  purchafe  the  cave  of 
Macpelah  was  confidered  both  by 
Abraham  and  his  defcendants,  it 
being  deftined  to  receive  their  re- 
mains, and  Dr.  Shaw  informs  us, 
that  it  continues  -to  be  (hewn  by 
the  Mahometans ;  he  forgets,  how- 
ever, to  mention  whether  it  is  a 
dcuble  one  according  to  the  Septua- 
gint, and  the  literal  ver(ion  froui 
the  Hebrew,  as  fuch  a  fcparatioa 
muft  dill  continue  if  the  cave  does. 

I  cannot  here  but  obferve,  that 
it  is  much  to  be  wifhed  the  travel- 
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]er»  iato  the  Proifln  Land  woold 
look  oqc  fpr.  mviy  p«triarch4 
tiqaiciet,  if  they  happen  not  to  ba 
of  a  periihable  Batoici  Thus  Dr. 
Shaw  hath  g;iven  at  an  engraving 
of  the  rock  of  Mersbah  ;  nor  do  I 
fee  greater  diScultiet  ia  difcorer- 
ing  the  cave  near  Zoar^  in  which 
Lot  and  hit  daaghterf.lived,  thaa 
the  care  of  Mtcpelah. 

Pour  difftrept  pillars  are  fasd  to 
ba/e  beeq  erected  by  Jacob  in  com* 
jceiBOratioQ  of  particular  crenti^ 
Ai  it  cannot  probably  ha»x  an% 
fwercd  any  purpofe  to  dcftroy 
Cbem,  and,  oo  the  contrary,  both 
Jews  and  Mahoinetani»  profefs  an 
eooal  veneration  for  the  memory 
of  the  patriarchs,  I  do  not  ice  why 
fome  remains  of  fuch  antiquities 
may  not  flill  continoe.  ]  ihould 
fopppfe  likewife*  that  the  twelve 
ilones  which  JoOiua  ordered  to  be 
pidccd  where  the  IfraeBloi.lhonld 
encamp  after  the  paAge  of  the 
Jordan,  may  be  ftill  foond  out  by 
an  inqoifitive  and.perfevering  trsr 
veller. 

A  map  of  the.  co^pkte  courfc 
of  this  river  it  alfo  much  wan  ted  j^ 
as.  well  as  of  all  the  ilations  men- 
tioncd  in  the  patriarchal  timest 
notwithftanding  the  labours  of  Re* 
land.  Dr.  Wei  Is »  and  others,  who 
have  rather  taken  notice  of  the 
places  which  occnr  in  the  later 
books  of  the  Old  Teftament. 

If  it  be  faid  that  it  is  impoflible 
to  iettle  thf  m  with  any  precifioo, 
1  admi(  the  objedion  if  ac^aracj 


in  lonptnde  «pd  Inumde  ist  isb» 
qoirrd  ;  boc  circomftAoces  aic  not 
wanting  to  fix  the  fitoatioa  of  moi 
of  them*  fo  as  greatly  to  illoAiate 
the  book  of  Genefis. 

Another  objrdion  may  be  per- 
haps made,  from  the  iolecnrity  to 
the  tratiellerv  aod  the  ignomace  of 
the  pideiit  inhabitants  of  the  Pio* 
mifed  Land.  With  regard  to  the 
firft  of  tbefe  circomftances,  I  have 
little  doobt  but  that  if  appKcattoo 
was  made  through  our  minifter  at 
Cbnftantinople^  9^  proper  guard 
nnght  bo  procured  |  bot  even  thb 
wonld  figiiify  little^  uolefs  tho  ptr» 
foo.urlM)  uttdertakes  foch  a  joancy 
can  readily  fpeak  the  laagittge  <^ 
the  country  himfelf,  or  is  attended 
by  ai^  able  interpreter,  who  may 
aflt  fach  qoeftions  as  are  neccHarjj 
and  which  require  no  great  faga> 
city  of  knowledge  io  the  peiioa  who 
is  to  give  the  anfwer. 

Daines.  BaaatKCToa. 

*^*   It  is  much  to  be  wiihed^ 
likewife,  for  the  illoAration  of  the 
Greek  aod  Roman  Claflics,  that  a 
miffioaary  of  tafte  and  a  laudfcape^ 
painter  were  fent  with  the  fame 
advantages  into  poetical  Thrace. 
How  little  do  we  koow  of  the  river 
Strymam,   Mount  ^moa»  &c.— As 
for  antieot  Greece,  ii  bath  laidy 
been   very  thoroughly   exaoiitted, 
and    the  republic   of   letters   am 
much  obliged  to  the  Society  of  the 
Difettantf  (or  the  left  voyage  u«der* 
taken  for  this  landaUc  purpofe* 
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POETRY, 

ODE  /or  thi  N  E  W    YEAR,    1779. 
Written   bj  W.  Whitehiaij,   Eff,  P.  L. 

O  arms,  to  arms,  yrfoni  of  might. 
And  hail,  with  fouiidi  of  war,  the  ncw^borii  year! 


Britannia,  from  her  rocky  height. 
Points  to  the  Gallic  coaft,  and  liTts  her  fpear. 

The  itnmortal  hatred,  which  by  turns. 

Wakes  and  (leept,  with  fury  burns :. 
New  caufc  of  jnft  offence  has  Albion  found. 
And  lo  !  it  bleeds  afreih  the  eternal  wound  ! 

Tho'  great  in  war,  of  (kill  pofleil, 
Tbo'  native  courage  fire  their  breaft 
AVith  ardour  for  the  public  weal. 
One  want,  at  lead,  our  rivals  feel. 
The  want  of  freedom  damps  each  gen'rooi  aim  ; 
Whoe'er  the  lord  they  ferve,  th'  oppreiEan  is  the  fame. 

Power  defpotic  rarely  knows. 

Rarely  heeds  a  fubjefi*s  woes. 
By  force  it  claimt,  with  grafping  hand^ 
Whate'er  ambition  dares  demand. 
The  ravag'd  merchant,  plunder'd  fwain. 
May  pour  their  weak  complaints  in  vain  ; 
Their  private  forrows  are  their  own, 
A  tyrant  feels  not,  tho'  a  people  groan. 

O  happier  far  the  welUmix'd  fbte. 
Which  blends  the  Monarch's  with  the  Subjeft's  fate^ 
And  links  the  fceptreto  the  fpade. 
The  ftroke  which  wounds  the  lowlieft  clown. 
Is  infult  to  the  Britifli  crown. 
And  he  atucks  our  rights  who  dares  the  throne  inrade; 

One  common  flames  one  a£Hve  foul 
Pervades,  and  animates  the  whole ; 
One  heart,  one  hand,  dire£lt  the  blow. 
And  hqrls  the  vollied  vengeance  on  the  foe. 

ODE 
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ODE  firWs  MAJESTY'S  Birth-Dat. 
Bj  tbt  famt, 

LE  T  Gallia  mourn  !  th'  infulting-  foe,  \ 

Who  dar'd  to  aim  the  treach'rous  blow^^ 
When  loft,  (he  thought,  in  deep  difmay. 
Forlorn,  dlftrefs'd  Britinnia  lay. 

Deems  fhe  mis  for  tone  e*er  can  tame. 
The  genVous  inborn  Britifh  flame? 

Is  Agincoitrt  fo  little  known, 
Muft  freih  convidtion  curb  her  pride. 
Each  age  new  annals  be  fupply'd. 

Of  Gallia's  ihame  and  our  renown  ? 

What  though  a  while  the  temped  (hrouds 
Her  fummics,  and  a  night  of  clouds 

Each  rock  and  mountain  wears ; 
Yet  foon  returns  the  flitting  breeze, 
And  brighter  o'er  her  fubjed  fcas 

The  Q^een  of  Ifles  appears. 

Let  Gallia  mourn  !  th'  infuhtng  fee. 
Who  fees  by  all  the  winds  that  blow. 
Her  treafores  wafted  to  the  coaft. 
She  iDfoleatly  deem'd  was  loft« 

Yon  fun  that  with  meridian  ray 
Now  gilds  the  confecrated  day. 

When  Britain  breathes  her  annual  vow 
For  Him,  the  gaardian  of  her  laws. 
For  him,  who  in  her  facred  canfe 

Sids  the  red  bolt  of  vengeance  ^low ; 

That  very  fun,  when  Ganges*  ftreani 
Redden'd  beneath  his  riflng  beam. 

Saw  Britain's  banners  wave 
In  ^aftern  air,  with  honeft  pride. 
O'er  vanquilh'd  forts,  which  Gallia  tried. 

But  tried  in  vain  to  fa^pie, 

Tbftt  Tery  fun,  e'er  evening  de\ir 
Has  dimm'd  his  radiant  orb,  wiil  vie^ 
Where  Locia's  mountains  tbwV  on  high. 
And  feem  to  prop  the  weAern  iky. 
That  oft  conteded  ifland  own 
Allegiance  to  the  Britiih  throQ^r. 
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Like  her  own  oak,  the  foreft's  kiog, 

Tho'  Britain  feels  the  blows  aroand  ;- 
Ev'n  from  the  fteel's  infliAive  fiinj^ 
New  force  (he  gains,  new  fcyons  Ipring^ 

And  flouriih  from  the  wound. 


ELEGY   foMf/s  DASHWOOD. 

Bj  Mr.  Hammowd. 

This  Elegy  has  not  yet  found  a  place  in  his  Works.  In  Dodfley^ 
Colledion  th^re  is  an  Anfwer  to  it;  which,  thoagh  generally  afcrib- 
ed  to  Lord  Hervey,  was  more  probably  written  by  Lady  Mar/ 
Worlley  Montague. 

OSay,  thoo  dear  pofTeflbr  of  my  bread, 
Where's  now  my  boafted  liberty  and  reft ! 
Where  the  gay  moments  which  I  once  have  known ! 
O,  where  that  heart  I  fondly  thought  my  own ! 
From  place  to  place  I  folitary  roam. 
Abroad  uneafy,  nor  consent  at  home. 
I  fcorn  the  beauties  common  eyes  adore; 
The  more  1  view  them,  feel  thy  worth  the  more; 
Unmov'd  I  hear  them  fpeak,  or  fee  them  fair. 
And  only  think  on  thee,  who  art  not  there. 
In  vain  would  books  their  formal  fuccour  lend^ 
Nor  wit  nor  wifdom  can  relieve  their  friend  ; 
Wit  can't  deceive  the  pain  I  now  endure. 
And  wifdom  (hews  the  ill  without  the  cure. 
When  from  (by  light  I  wafte  the  tedious  day« 
A  thoufand  fchemes  I  form,  and  things  to  fay ; 
But  when  thy  prefence  gives  the  time  I  feek. 
My  heart's  fo  full,  I  wi?h,  but  cannot  fpeak. 

And  could  I  fpeak  with  eloquence  and  eafe^, 
Till  now  not  ftudious  of  the  art  to  pleafe. 
Could  I,  at  woman  who  fo  oft  exclaim,  • 

Expofe  (nor  blufh)  thy  triumph  and  my  (hame. 
Abjure  thofe  maxims  I  fo  lately  priz'd. 
And  court  that  fex  I  foolilhly  defpis'd. 
Own  thou  haft  foften'd  my  obdurate  mind. 
And  thou  reyeng'd  the  wrongs  of  womankind ; 
Loft  were  my  wordSj  and  fruitlefs  all  my  pain^ 
In  vain  to  tell  thee,  all  I  write  in  vain ; 
My  humble  (ighs  (hall  only  reach  thy  ears. 
And  all  my  eloquence  (hall  be  my  tears. 

And  now  (for  more  I  never  muft  pretend) 
Hear  me  not  ai  thy  lover,  bot  thy  friend ; 

Thoufandf 


rr%      ANNUAL   REGISTER^   1779. 

TjMMfinds  win  bam  Aj  Gtde  hart  csfinvr. 

For  witibcvt  dtMcr  aose  likedMi^  ae  ^nr  ; 
Bbc  wifclr  cLooiK  who  bet  d<sfencs  cfij  Mamt^ 
So  flull  tlie  clKHcr  idcff  beccae  tkf  Imc  ; 
Nor  je?  defpift,  tboafk  void  of  wiasis^  mn^ 
The  pUIo  aiuS  kooeft  coortlhip  of  ckc  beart: 
Tee  fkilfzl  wngne  in  lore's  perfstive  fc»re» 
Thccfh  lefi  it  feels,  ^11  pldiflr'aiia  fiattcr  adr^ 
Adc!,  measly  leaned  ia  tku  gsilcj  cra^e. 
Can  loog  abofe  m  ft-sd,  ■odbislnli^  maid. 
Atd  £nce  thHr  lips,  (b  knovisg  to  deccirr, 
Thy  noexpeiimc'd  jostii  BiigUHbon  believe; 
Aad  fince  Vaeir  uars,  ia  falfe  fabaRffics  dre0, 
Migbt  ihsw  the  iqr  coldsers  of  thj  breaft  ; 
O  *  (hot  thine  ejes  to  foch  deceitial  woe  : 
Csoght  by  the  beaoty  of  thy  ootward  (bow, 
L':ke  soe  they  do  not  love »  whatever  tbey  fecai^ 
Like  me— -with  paftoa  founded  oa  eieeai. 

Firfnffbi  MifiUfy  tf  Mr.  Bo»CAWEV,  m  Smt  ^  the  Ut€  Ahmn 
ivbo  was  mw/oriumaXit^  JrezvMfJ,  as  hi  vffas  isuhiss^  in  m  Femd'  Umjk 
/p  Sir  Charles  Price  of  Jacatca, 

Writttn  ntar  his  Grarue  iy  Dr.  Wo  x,  c o x. 

FORLORN,  from  ihade  to  fiiade  I  roiFe, 
By  frieikd (hip's  (acred  fpirit  led. 
Where  horror  wraps  the  twilight  grove. 
That  glooming  fetms  tamoorn  tbe  dead. 

Dear  yovth  !  tho'  heace  I  waader  far. 
Thy  fate  will  cloud  each  rifing  mora  ; 

And  !o !  wi'.h  evening's  dewy  fiar. 
My  tears  flull  bathe  thy  diftant  am. 

Remembrance  oftei^,  with' a  figh. 
Shall  view  the  fpoc  where  many  a  maid» 

And  many  a  fwain,  with  fwimmiageye. 
The  tender  riie  of  forrow  paid^ 

Remembrance  often  (ball  imiMirt ' 
The  fmile  of  blift'on  Albion's  brow. 

When  kindling  in  thy  ydnthfol  heat^; 
She  faw^tbe  beaAi  of  valoor  glovy. 

Yei— Albion's  genios  with  amaze 
Did  ofc  thy  warrior  looks  devoar  ^ 

Prood-co  behold  thy  eagle  gaze. 
High  fix'd  on  glory's  ftar-clad  tower !      V 
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(low  few  the  fi^t  of  Virtue  mouro  t 
For  few,  alts  I  xhe  friends  (he  knows— ^ 

'Yet»  here  ihe  moves  a  Pilgrim  lorn^ 
To  bid  her  foa  in  pc^ce  repofe. 

With  Scnlptore^  let  the  Marble  groan* 
Where  Flattery  mocks  the  lifelefs  ear-— 

How  nobler  far  thy  namely  fione^ 
EmhalmM  by  Fity^  fimple  tear  i 

0/r  her  MaJ9fty*s  rtbuiUing  tbt  Lodgings  of  the  Black  Prince,  a»d  Henry  Vv 
at  Qj^een*s  College,  Oxford. 

By  Mr.  TicltEL.     (Npt  frinttd  iM  its  Works.) 

WHERE  bold  and  gri|ceful  foars,  fecure  of  hvffii 
The  pilci,  now  worthy  great  PhiUppa*s  oa^^ 
Mark  that  old  raip^  Gothic  add  uncouth, 
Wbere  the  Black  Edward  pafsM  his  beardlefs  yo^tb; 
And  the  6fth  Ifenry,  for  hi^  firii  Tcnpwn^ 
Ottt-ftrippM  each  rival,  in  a  ftpdent's  gown, 

itn  that  coarfe  age,  were  Princes  fond  to  dwell 
With  meagre  monks,  and  haunt  the  filent  cell: 
Sent  from  the  Mo;)|ifC^*s  to  the  Mufe's  courts 
Their  meals  were  fro^al^  and  their  ffleeps  were  (hort^ 
To  couch  at  curfea-time  they  thought  no  fcQxOj 
And  frote  at  m^tini  every  wioter-morn;  j 

They  read,  an  early  book,  the  ilarry  frame. 
And  lifp'd  each  conftellation  by  its  name; 
Art,  after  art,  ftill  dawning  to  their  view. 
And  their  miod  opening,  as  their  (lature  grew. 

Yet,  whqfe  ripe  manhQod  A) read  our  faipp  ft  far^ 
Sages  in  peace,  and  demi-gpds  in  war  ! 
Who,  Hern  in  fight,  made  echoing  Creffi  ring, 
And,  mild  in  conqaeft,  fervM  his  captive  King^ 
Who  gained,  at  Agincourt,  th?  vigor's  bays. 
Nor  took  himfelf^  but  gave  goe4  Heaven  the  praife? 
Thy  nurfelittgs,  incient  dqme !  \q  viftne  form'd; 
To  mercy  liftening^  sirhilft  in  fields  they  ftorin'd  ; 
Pierce  to  the  fierce:  and  wl^'m  tb' o^ppreft  to  favei 
Through  life  revered,  and  wprll^ip'4  iq  th^  grave. 

In  tenfold  pride  their  moqldering  roofs  (hall  ihige^ 
The  (lately  work  of  bounteous  Caroline ; 
And  bleft  Philippa,  with  unenvious  eyes. 
From  Heaven  behold  her  rival's  fabric  rife. 
If  dill,  brii^  faint,  this  fpot  deferves  thy  care. 
Incline  theSno  th' ambitious  Mufe*s  pray'r: 

O,  coold'ft 
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O,  could'ft  thou  win  young  William'^  bloom  to  grice 
His  mother'a  walls,  and  fill  thy  Edward's  place. 
How  would  that  genius,  whofe  propitious  wings 
Have  here  twice  hover'd  o'er  the  Tons  of  Kings,  ^ 
Defcend  triumphant  to  his  ancient  feat. 
And  take  in  charge  a  third  Planugenet ! 

JUPITER  and  MERCURY;  a  FaBU.     fTritteh /om  Time  after 
jDr.  Goldsmith's  Poem  of  KtViXiziion. 

Bj  David  GAaaicK,  Efy. 

TT  ERE,  Hermes,  fays  Jove,  wTio  with  neftar  was  mellow, 

\ji   ^^  fetch  me  fome  clay,  I'll  make  an  odd  fellow.; 

Right  and  wrong  (hall  be  jumbled,  mucti  gold  and  fome  drofi^ 

Without  caufe  be  he'  pleafed,  without  caufe  be  he  crofs. 

Be  fure;  as  I  work,  to  throw  in  coiitradidions ; 

A  great  love  of  truth,  yet  a  mind  turn'd  to  fidions  : 

Now  mix  thefe  ingredients,  which,  warm'd  in  the  baking; 

Turn  to  learning  and  gaming,  religion  and  raking. 

With  the  love  of  a  wench »  let  his  writings  be  chafte ; 

Tip  his  tongue  with  (Iran ge  matter,  his  p^n  with,  fine  talle  : 

That  the  Rake  and  the  Poet  o*er  all  may  prevail^     . 

Set  fire  to  the  head,  and  fet  fire  to  the  tail: 

for  the  joy  of  each  fex,  on  the  world  I'll  beftovv  it. 

This  fcbdlaT,  rake,  chrillian,  dope,  gamefter,  and  poet ; 

Though  a  mixture  fo  odd,  he  mall  merit  great  fame* 

And,  amongft  other  mortals^  be  Goldfmith  his  name ! 

When  on  earth  this  (frange  meteor  no  more  ihall  appear^ 

You,  Hermes,  (hall  fetch  him— to  make  us  fport  here. 

LINES  accdfiotied  hy  the  intended liemoliticn  of  Fxiak  Ba com's  5/«fr 

in  Oxford. 

ROGER!  if  with  thy  magic  glalTes 
Running,  *chou  fee'ft  below  what  paflTes, 
As  when  on  earth  thou  didft  defcry 
With  them  the  wonders  of  the  iky— ^ 
Look  down  on  yon  devoted  walls  I 
Oh !  fave  them-^re  thy  Study  falls ! 
Or  to  thy  votaries  quick  impart 
The  fccret  of  thy  myJUc  art : 
Teach  us,  ere  Learning's  quite  forfakeh. 
To  honour  thee,  and-^<i;#  enr  Bacon ! 


VERSE$ 
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VERSES  iy  Henry  Fox,  E/f.  afiifwards  Lord  HdLUAKP^  ^^ ^ 
Ladjy  fuitb  am  artificial  Rd/0^ 

FAIR  copy  of  the  faircft  flower. 
Thy  colours  eqaal  Nature's  power) 
Thou  haft  thb  Rofe's  blafhiag  hae« 
Art  fall  as  pleafing  to  the  view : 
Go,  then,  to  Chloe's  lovely  breads 
Whofe  fweetnefs  can  give  all  the  reft. 
Bat  if  at  firft  thy  artfal  make 
Her  hafty  judgment  ihould  miftakf. 
And  ike  grow  peevi(h  at  the  cheats 
Urge  'twas  an  innocent  deceit. 
And  fafely  too  thou  may 'ft  aver. 
The  firft  I  ever  us'd  to  her. 
Then  bid  her  mark,  that,  as  to  view^ 
The  Rofe  has  nothing  more  than  yoa^ 
That  iot  if  to  the  eye  alone 
Her  wondrous  beauty  ftie  made  known; 
'  That,  if  (he  never  will  difpenfe 
A  trial  to  feme  fwecter  fenfe  ; 
Nature  no  longer  we  prefer, 
tier  very  pid«re  equals  her* 
Then  whiiper  gently  in  her  ear. 
Say,  (bftly,  if  the  bluftiing  fair 
Should  to  fuch  good  advice  incline. 
How  much  I  wiih  that  trial  mine. 


Tbi  First  of  November  ;  or,  the  Win  t  i  r^s  Walc^ 
Bj  Dr.  JoMNsoif. 

BEHOLD,  my  fair,  where'er  we  rove. 
What  dreary  profjpeAs  round  us  rife  ! 
The  naked  hill,  the  leaflefs  grove,    ^ 
The  hoary  ground,  the  frowning  ikies  1 

Nor  only  through  the  wafted  plain. 
Stern  Winter,  is  thy  force  confefs'd ; 

Still  wider  fpreads  thy  horrid  reign  ; 
I  feel  thy  power  ufurp  my  breaft. 

Enliv'ning  Hope  and  fond  Deiire 
Refign  the  heart  to  Spleen  and  Care  ; 

Scarctf^frighted  Love  maintains  her  firf. 
And  flftture  faddeas  to  defpair. 

-^  It 


t^      ANNUAL   REGISt£ii>    i^ 

In  groondlefs  hope,  and  caufelefs  fear, 
lUffb^ff  niao  i  iiebold  iky  ioom 

Still  chaMtng  wWi  the  dwDgfiM  ^ear^ 
The  flave  orfon-ihine  and  of  gloom. 

Tir'd  with  rain  joyi  t»d  Mfe4iUrQM^ 
With  menul  and  cocporeal  flrife^ 

Snatch  me,  my  Sftnla,  to  xhf  «raf * 
And  fcreen  me  from  the  jllt#f  life. 

Extras  from  a  MoNpcr  /•  tht  Utrnmy  •f  Hr.  <5AB.«ick  ;   hy  Afr. 

Sheridajt.     Sfukimat  Dtmrf-Lmt  ntatrr^ 

AM  I D  the  lifts  which  leek  iafenvont  fame. 
Our  toil  attempts  the  moft  precarioM  ci«ifn  ! 
To  him,  ^k9^  mimic  pencii  wins  fkt  prise. 
Obedient  Fftmc  inmorul  wreath*  fvpplies  : 
Whatever  of  wonder  Reynolds  bow  may  raife, 
Raphael  fttll  boafts  cotemporary  pt«ife: 
Each  dazzling  light,  and  gaudier  Mown  iubda'd^ 
With  undimini(h'd  awe  his  works  are  view'4  : 
E'en  Beauty's  portrait  wears  a  ibftcf  prime, 
Touch'd  by  the  tender  hand  of  mellowing  Time* 

The  patient  Sculptor  owas  an  homblef  part^ 
A  ruder  toil,  and  more  mechanic  art ; 
Content  with  flow  and  timorous  ftrofee  to  trace 
The  lingering  line,  and  mould  the  tardy  grace  : 
But  once  atchiev'd^-tho*  barbarous  wreck  o*erthro# 
The  facred  Fane,  and  lay  its  glories  low. 
Vet  (hall  the  fcolptur'd  Rain  rife  to-day. 
Graced  by  defedl,  and  worfliip'd  in  decay  ; 
Th'  enduring  record  bears  the  artift's  name^ 
l)emands  his  honours,  and  afTerts  his  fame, 

Superior  hopes  the  poet*s  bofom  ^rt"^ 
O  proud  diiUn^ion  of  the  facred  lyre  !— 
Wide  as  th*  infpiring  Phcebus  darts  his  ray, 
RifFufive  fplendor  gilds  his  votary's  lay. 
Whether  tlje  fong  heroic  woes  rehearfe. 
With  epic  grandeur,  and  the  pomp  of  verfe  ; 
Or,  fondly  gay,  with  unambitious  guile 
Attempt  no  prize  but  favouring  Beauty's  fmile  ; 
Or  bear  deje^ed  to  the  lonely  grove 
The  foft  defpair  of  unprevailing  love,— 
What?*cr  the  theme— thro*  every  age  and  cltmc 
Congenial  paflions  meet  th'  according  rhyme  ; 
The  pride  of  glory— Pity's  figh  fincerc^v^ 
Youth's  earlieil  blufh<— and  Beauty's  vl%ln  tear. 

^  Sad 
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Sach  is  their  meed— /i&rir  honours  thu5  ffcnrfy 
Whofe  arts  yield  obj«'dr>  and  whofe  works  endure* 
The  j^clor  only,  Ihrinks  from  times  award; 
FccbJe  tradition  is  His  Memory's  guard  ; 
By  whofe  faint  brcith  his  mrritb  xnufl  abide, 
Unvouch'd  by  proof— to  fubftance  unallied  ! 
Ev'n  matcblefs  Garricft's  d^rt,  to  Heaven  refign'd,. 
No  fix'd  effcft,  no  model  leaves  behind  ! 

The  Grace  of  J^ion-^thc  adapted  Mien 
Fiitbfttl  as  Nature  to  the  varied  fcene ; 
Th*  exprejji've  G/tf»r/— whofe  fubtle  comment  draws 
Hntranc'a  attention,  and  a  mute  applaufe  ; 
Gefture  that  marks,  with  force  and  feeling  fraught, 
A  fenfe  in  fiicnce,  and  a  will  in  thought ; 
Hnrmonious  Speech^  whofe  pure  and  liquid  tone 
Gives  verlc  a  mufic,  fcarce  confefs'd  its  own  ; 
As  light  from  gems  affumes  a  brighter  ray. 
And  cloathed  with  orient  hues,  tranfcends  the  day  !— 
Fajfion's  wild  break— and  Frirwn  that  awes  the  fenfe. 
And  every  Charm  of  gentler  EUquence^-^ 
All  perifhable  ! — like  the  clc6lric  lire 
But  ftrike  the  frame — and  as  they  ftrike  expire  ; 
Incenfe  too  pure  a  bodied  fiame  to  bear. 
It's  fragrance  charms  the  fenfe,  and  blends  with  air. 

We  are  obliged  to  the  Writer  of  the  Elegy  on  the  Marchionefs  of  Ta« 
viilock*,  for  the  following  original  Pieces. 

D     IT     T     y. 

The  Meafure  adapted  to  an  old  mournful  Turn. 

WHILST  the  children  of  fortune  with  intVefted  praife. 
To  the  joys  in  pofTeflion  ftill  tune  their  fond  lays  ;-— 
The  fon  of  affliftion,  unbrib'd,  will  deplore 
Thofe  joys,  and  thofe  charms,  which  now  are  no  more.  \ 
For  the  fweeteft  of  maids  was  my  Betty  5-^ 
And  the  joy  of  all  hearts  was  my  Betty. 

Her  looks  were  more  pfeaiing  than  the  bloom  of  fweet  May, 
And  her  eyes  were  the  fun  that  enlightened  my  day  ; 
Her  accents  could  torture,  or  paffion  beguile; 
But  who'll  fing  the  rapture  that  hung  on  her  fmile  ? 
For,  &c. 

^  See  Ann.  Reg*  for  176S1  vol.  XI.  Poetical  Article,  p.  24!. 
Vol.  XXII.  N  All 
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All  natnre  around  me  is  joyfal  and  gay,— 
The  trees  (hoot  their  bads,  and  the  flow'rs  deck  tkeir  May  ; 
No  void  in  creation's  bright  fpace  is  defcried. 
Save  that,  which  the  life  of  my  foal  once  fupplied* 
For,  &c. 

But  the  fanfhine  of  life  now  for  ever  is  flown  f 
Unpitied  nty  fi;rief,  and  unbled  is  my  moan  ; 
In  forrow,  and  darknefs,  I  pafs  the  long  day, 
Whild  anguifii  new  tnoefl  the  fad  voice  of  each  lay. 
For,  &c. 

Thus,  difcolourM,  and  jaandi'c'id,  tllobjefts  appear^ 
He  hates  joy  in  others,  who's  loft  all  that's  dear. 
Like  the  fliades  of  the  haplefs,  I  feek  the  ftiil  night. 
And  haunt  in  the  gloom  each  paft  fcene  of  delight* 

For  the  fweeteft  of  maids  was  my  Betty  ; 

And  the  joy  of  all  hearts  was  my  Betty. 


IMPROMPTU. 

BEYOND  all  climates,  far  above  all  (kies^ 
The  foul  that  once  informed  my  Silvia  Aica  t 
May  guardian  angels  ftill  point  oat  its  way. 
Through  all  the  regions  of  eternal  day ; 
May  heavenly  love  ftill  blefs  that  tender  mind. 
Which  ever  was  with  love  and  truth  combined. 
And  that  her  joys  unmix'd  witb  care  may  fiow» 
Conceal,  kind  heaven,  from  her  my  heart^felt  woe 


EXPOSTULATION. 

J)  O  O  R,  throbbing  heart  \  a  while  refrain  t 
I  fink  beneath  thy  woe ; 
!  grant  a  (hort  recefs  from  pain. 
For  Siort  the  fpace  we  go. 

No  fortune  can  our  f at^  reprieve^ 
So  wretched  is  our  ftrife ; 
For  you  can  only  live  to  grieve. 
And  grief  cots  me  from  life. 


'A«CM1 
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Prefaces,  Biographical  and  Critical^ 
to  the  fTorks  of  the  EngliQi  Potts  % 
hy  Samuel  Johnfon,  4^0/.  izmo^ 

TH  E  many  and  e/Tential  be- 
nefitSj  that  Englifh  literature 
hath  already  derived  from  th«  la- 
bours of  Do£lor  Stmael  Johnfon, 
have  long  been  fubjeds  of  general 
obfervation  and  experience.  The 
merit  of  having  given  precifion 
and  ftability  to  our  language  be- 
longs almoft  exclufively  to  him. 
'  Like  virtue,  it  is  a  merit  that 
will  be  its  own  reward.-  In  guard- 
ing our  tongue  againfl  the  innova- 
tions of  time*  he  has  provided 
the  bell  fecurity  for  his  own  fame, 
and,  as  it  were,  conne61ed  his  re- 
putation with  the  very  exidence 
of  our  language.  It  remained,  to 
form  the  judgment  and  tafte  of 
the  nation  on  the  fame  folid  bafis, 
on  which  he  had  eftabliftied  its 
vocabulary.  This  talk  he  has 
performed  with  hit  ufual  ability 
in  the  work  now  before  us;  in 
which  he  hath  undertaken  to 
write  criticifms  on  that  clafs  o{  our 
writers,  which  affords  the  mod 
confpicuous,  as  well  as  the  moft 
nomeroas  inftances  of  beauties  and 
of  faults  of  t,\tx^  fort. 

Criticifm  has  been  very  juftly. 
coalideredasthelaftfttiitof  literary 


c^p^rience.  An  early  ac()daintance 
with  authors  of  eftablifhed  reputa- 
tion, a  frequent  intercourfe  with 
the  men  of  genius  of  our  own 
times,  and  a  competent  fhare  of 
natural  abilities,  are  fufficient  to 
form  thofe  habits  of  difcrin^ioation, 
which  enable,  what  is  ufually  called 
a  man  of  tafte,  to  pronounce  with 
great  accuracy  on  the  merits  of  li- 
terary prod  anions.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  philofopher,  by  maxima 
drawn  from  the  nature  of  things* 
the  flrudure  of  the  human  mind, 
add  the  operation  of  the  paffions, 
may  arrive  at  an  equal  degree  of 
certainty  in  tracing  out  the  effeAs 
of  art,  and  laying  down  rules  for 
producing  them.  But  the  bufinefs 
of  criticifm  does  not  end  here.  To 
trace  the  gradual  progrefs  and  im- 
provement of  our  tafte,  and  point 
out  the  caufes  that  have  tended  to 
retard  or  promote  it ;  to  compre- 
hend as  it  were  in  one  view  the 
whole  circle  of  th^  arts  and 
fciences,  to  fee  their  mutual  con- 
nexions and  dependencies,  and  to 
invelligate  the  effects  which  at  va-< 
rious  times  they  have  produced  oq 
each  other,  are  objects  of  general 
criticijm,  important  in  therofelves, 
and  which  require  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  feveral  fubjeftt 
on  which  they  depend.  In  occa- 
N  *  Jional 
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fonal  critUifm^  cxtcnfivc  cxpc- 
1  ience  is  IHII  more  effentially  ne- 
cefTary.— In  art,  as  in  morality, 
great  excellence  is  always  nearly 
allied  tofome  kindred  fault.  The 
beaoties«flnd  defeds  of  compoficicn 
are  not  only  connefled  with,  bat 
frequently  arife  out  of  each  other. 
The  abfurd  conceits  and  extra- 
vagant fancies,  which  difguH  or 
fhock  the  reader  in  the  juvenile 
poems  of  our  bed  poets,  were  the 
true  feeds  and  germs,  which  after- 
wards ripened,  by  proper  culture, 
into  the  mofl  luxuriant  harveds. 
But  this  chemical  procefs,  if  we 
may  be  allowed  the  expreifion,  of 
genius,  in  which,  ftill  preferving 
fome  analogy  to  iti  priftine  form, 
it  is  tranfmuted  into  a  fubdance  of 
«  more  valuable  kind,  is  not  eafily 
to  be  purfued,  except  by  thofe, 
whofe  own  experience  hath  ad- 
mitted them  into  the  fecrcts  of  the 
art.  Such  an  adept  we  may  fairly 
fuppofe  our  learned  critic  to  be. 
Our  readers  have  had  fofficient 
proofs  of  it,  in  the  extradls  we  have 
already  inferred.  The  following 
chambers  of  Waller  and  Dryden 
arc  in  the  fame  mallerly  ftyle. 

"  As  much  of  Waller's  reputa- 
tion was  owed  to  the  foftnefs  and 
fmooihnefs  of  V\^  numbers ;  it  is 
proper  to  confider  thofe  minute 
particulars  to  which  a  vcrfifyer  muft 
attend. 

"  He  certainly  very  much  excel- 
led in  fmootbnefsmofl  of  the  writers 
who  were  living  when  his  poetry 
commenced.  The  poets  of  Eliza- 
beth had  attained  an  art  of  modu- 
lation, which  was  afterwards  neg- 
Jeft^d  or  forgotten,  Fairfax  was 
acknowledged  by  him  as  his  mo- 
del ;  and  he  might  have  lludied 
with  advantage  the  poem  of  Da- 
vies,  which,  though  merely  philo- 


fophical,  yet  feldoixi  leaves  the  etr 
ungratified. 

<*  But  he  was  rather  fmooth  thaa 
ftrong  ;  of  the  full  re/ounding  //w, 
which  Pope  attributes  to  'Dr^^tv^^ 
he  has  given  very  few  examples. 
The  critical  decifion  has  givea  tbt 
praifeof  ftitngth  to  Denham,  and 
of  fweetnefs  to  Waller. 

"  His  excellence  of  veriificatioa 
has  fome  abatements.  He  ufes  the 
expletive  do  very  frequently  ;  and 
though  he  lived  to  fee  it  almoiluai- 
verfally  ejeded,  was  not  more 
careful  to  avoid  it  in  his  laft  com- 
pofitions  than  in  his  firft.  Praife 
had  given  him  confidence;  aod 
finding  the  world  fatisfied,  he  fa- 
tisfied  himfelf. 

"  His  rhyofics  are  fometimes  weak 
words :  /o  is  found  co  make  the 
rhyme  twice  in  ten  lines,  and  oc- 
curs often  as  a  rhyme  through  hii 
book. 

•'  His  double  rhymes  in  heroic 
verfe  have  been  ccnfured  by  Mn. 
Phillips,  who  was  his  rival  in  the 
tranflation  of  Corneille's  Poropey; 
and  more  faults  might  be  found, 
were  not  the  enquiry  below  attea- 
tion. 

*•  He  fometimes  ufes  the  obfolete 
termination  of  verbs^  as  ivuxnk, 
affc^etb ;  and  fometimes  retains 
the  final  fyllable  of  the  preterite, 
as  amasced,  fuppo/id ;  of  which  I 
know  not  whether  it  is  not  to  the 
detriment  of  our  language  that  we 
have  totally  rejefted  them. 

«*  Of  triplets  he  is  fparing  ;  but 
he  did  not  wholly  forbear  them  :  of 
an  Alexandrine  he  has  given  no 
example. 

««  The  general  chara^er  of  hb 
poetry  is  elegance  and  gaiety.  He 
is  never  pathetic,  and  very  rarely 
fublime.  He  feems  neither  to  have 
had  a  mind  fl^uch  elevated  by  at* 
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♦arc,  nor  ampHfied  by  learning. 
His  ihoughts  are  fuch  as  liberal 
converfaiioti  and  large  acquaint- 
ancc  with  life  would  eafily  fup- 
ply.  They  had  however,  ihen 
perhaps,  that  grace  of  novelty, 
which  they  are  now  often  ruppofcd 
to  wane  by  thofe  who,  having  al- 
ready found  them  in  later  books, 
do  not  know  or  enquire  who  pro- 
duced them  firlh  This  treatment 
is  unjull.  Let  not  the  original 
author  lofe  by  his  imitatori. 

'*  Praife  however  (hould  be  due 
before  it  is  given.  The  author  of 
Waller's  Life  afcribes  to  him  the 
firft  pradice,  of  what  Erythraeus 
and  fome  late  critics  call  AlUtera- 
tioH,  of  ufing  in  the  fame  verfe 
many  words  beginning  with  the 
fame  letter.  But  this  knack,  what- 
ever be  its  value,  was  fo  frequent 
among  our  early  writers,  that  Gaf- 
coign,  a  writer  of  the  fix  tee  nth 
centary,  warns  the  young  poet 
againft  affeding  it ;  and  Shake, 
fpeare  in  the  Midfummer  Nigbt^t 
Dream  is  fuppofed  to  ridicule  it. 

•*  He  borrows  too  many  of  his 
fentimentsand  ill uflrations from  the 
old  Mythology,  for  which  it  is 
vain  to  plead  the  example  of  the 
ancient  poets:  the  deities  which 
they  introduced  fo  frequently,  were 
considered  as  realities,  fo  far  as  to 
be  received  by  the  imagination, 
whatever  fober  reajbn  might  even 
then  determine.  But  of  thefe 
images  time  has  tarnilhed  the  fplen- 
<lor.  A  fiction,  not  only  detected 
but  defpifed,  can  never  afford  a 
folid  bafis  to  any  pofition,  though 
fometimes  it  may  farnifh  a  tran- 
iient  allufion,  or  flight  illudration. 
No  modern  monarch  can  be  much 
exalted  by  hearing  that,  as  Her- 
cules had  had  hit  clul,  he  hai  his 


*«  But  of  the  praife  of  Waller, 
though  much  may  be  taken  away, 
much  will  remain  ;  for  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  he  added  fomeihing 
to  our  elegance  of  diftion,  and 
f^mething  to  our  propriety  of 
thought ;  and  to  him  may  be  ap- 
plied what  TafTofaid,  with  equal 
fpirit  aixl  juftice,  of  himfelf  and 
Guarini,  when,  having  perufed  the 
Paftor  Fido,  he  cried  out,  «  U  he 
**  had  not  read  Jminta/  he  had 
*'  not  excelled  it." 

From  the  Preface  to  Milton's 
works,  wc  have  already  given  oar 
readers  a  large  extract.  The  poet 
who  follows  next  in  the  feries,  is 
the  celebrated  author  of  Hudihrafs. 
The  original  idea  of  this  poem  is, 
he  thinks,  undoubtedly  to  be  found 
in  the  hiftory  of  Don  Quixotte. 
"  Cervantes,  he  oblerves,  fhew^ 
a  man  who  having  by  the  incef- 
fant  perufal  of  incredible  tales, 
fubjed^ed  his  underdanding  to  his 
imagination,  and  familiarifed  his 
mind  by  pertinacious  meditation 
to  think  of  incredible  events,  and 
fcencs  of  impoflibleexiftence,  goes 
out  in  the  pride  of  knighthood  to 
redrefs  wrongs  and  defend  virgins, 
to  refcue  captive  princefTes  and 
tumble  ufurpers  from  their  thrones; 
attended  by  a  Tquire,  whofe  cun* 
ning,  too  low  for  the  fafpicion  of 
a  generous  mind,  enables  htm  of- 
ten to  cheat  his  mailer. 

••  The  hero  of  Butler,  is  a  Prcf- 
byterian  juAice,  who  vn  the  confi. 
dence  of  legal  authority,  and  the 
rage  of  zealous  ignorance,  ranges 
the  country  to  reprefs  fuperdition, 
and  corredl  abu(es,  accompanied 
by  an  Independant  clerk,  difputa- 
tious  and  obltinate,  with  whom 
he  often  debates,  but  never  con* 
quers  him. 

N  3  .     *«  Ccr* 
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WtU  £-r  iVm  Qttlx-,ti  ,  cfcac,  aow- 

■liCi  t«fe  and  »:-i3€  i  r.  i%  pre- 
lerve  i>ar  eil*e.u  ;  »  .-^i^v^  ac  b, 
or  »k^cr7er  he  doei,  be  :i  oiade 
W  suLCcaleCi  dezrerij  commorAf 
r\dicalcftu,  biC    aever  cc«:escu- 

k:e. 

«'  Eat  for  poor  HadibraG,  his 
poet  had  no  teademtU  ;  eve  caries 
not  that  any  pity  (hoald  be  the«a, 
or  reipcSt  paid  bin  ;  be  gi^cs  bin 
»p  ai  oace  to  laagbcer  ard  cca.- 
uapt,  wlrhost  any  qoalicy  tbat 
can  dignity  cr  pro:e^ 

"In  formi&g  :r.e  cbaracer  of 
Hod'.brafs,  and  df  fcribiog  bir  per* 
Ion  aiid  hzbiUtt.tnts^  tbe  aacbor 
ieems  to  labour  v^;:h  a  tam&lcooos 
confy.'ion  of  d  fl*niiiar  ideas.  He 
bad  read  tbe  Aiflory  of  the  mock 
knigbc-erraoc ;  he  knew  the  do- 
tic^ni  2ni  manner  of  a  Prefiiyteriao 
jnagiftrikte,  and  tried  to  anite  tbe 
•bfardiciei  of  botb,  bowcTcr  dif- 
tanr,  in  one  perfcnage-i^Tbas  be 
gave  him  that  pedantic  oftenutioo 
of  knowledge  which  has  no  rela- 
tion to  chivalry ;  and  loads  him 
with  martial  incumbrances  that 
can  add  nothing  to  bis  ciril  dig- 
jtfty.  He  fends  him  out  a  c^Ig- 
mllififf  and  yet  never  brings  him 
within  fight  of  war.'* 

Dryden  follows  Batler^  and  oor 
learned  critic  has  paid  him  the  am- 
ple and  liberal  attention  he  fo  well 
defervei.  It  is  not  eafy  to  make 
felediions  from  an  ;>athorj,  wbo 
writes  with  fo  much  judgment  at 
Dr.  Johnfon,  without  dome  great 
injuftice  to  the  parti.  The  two 
following  extracts,  which  contain 
bis  opinion  on  the  profe  and  poe- 
tical   language   of   Dryden^    are 
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wriraen  «:^  ^^^^^  ^puii,  ^anmp 
aad  pcccsraxiog, 

«•  CriiJcifai,    dr'^tcr  ^da&c  et 
df?rVi:i7e,  cccapiea   ^Lnr^  a.l  hii 
r'iie,  exrepc  ufiore  par^  wirxii !» 
aas   tfe^ctei    C3  hU  ^airoai;  bat 
■cne  c£    kis    prefixes    were  ever 
Vha9%':iz  Cir-i  oa.i«     Tbc^  kave  aet 
die  fGnaaiiTT  "fa  {-TZiioi  fyle,  ia 
viix'*  .le  arft  half  of  the  feaeBBCt 
be "i  i    the  ccber.        I  be  claafes 
are  oeT-r  CkaLascei,  aor  :be  periccs 
xodeiled  ;    e'^cr?    w>rd    items  m 
crop   by  ciiarce,    tikoogk   it    falli 
13:0  its  proper  place       Nochiag  is 
c^'^i  cr  ijingoid  ;   t^  whole  is  ai'y. 
acimaici,  ari   Tigoroes  ;  what  is 
litcl',   is  g'ly;    what  is   great,  ii 
fpler.cid.     He  may  be  tbocgbt  fi» 
oi'^Qiion    bioif-lf   tor>    freqaeady; 
bat  while  be  forces  biaafelf  apoa 
oor  eticem,  we  caaaot  refa^  hi« 
to  ft^ad  high  io  bis  cwa.     Erery 
thing    is   ejTCofed  by  tbe  play  of 
images  and  tbe  fprigbtlinefa  of  ex- 
prefion.     Though  all  ia  eafy.  Bo- 
th ing  is  feeble  ;  thoosb  all  icems 
carelefsy   there  ia  ootbing  barfli; 
and  though,  fiace  bis  earlier  works^ 
more  than  a  century  baa    pa§ed» 
tbey  have  notbiog  yet  oncoatb  or 
obfolete. 

^  He  who  writes  moch,  will  not 
eafily  efcape  a  manDer*  fucb  a  re- 
currence of  particular  nodes  as  may 
be  ci&ly  noted.  Dryden  is  always 
^nether  ami  the  Jamtt  be  does  no^ 
exhibit  a  (econd  time  tbe  fame 
elegancies  in  tbe  fame  form,  aor 
appears  to  have  any  art  other  thaa 
tbat  of  exprefling  with  clearneft 
what  he  thinks  with  vrgoar.  Hii 
(lyle  could  not  eafily  be  imiuted, 
eiiber  feriooOy  or  ludicrouQy,  for 
being  always  equable  and  always 
varied,  it  has  no  prominent  or  dit. 
^rii^inativecharae^ers*  fbebcattf 
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iwlio  IS  totally  free  from  difpropor- 
tion  of  p^rts  and  features  cannot 
be  ridiculed  by  an  overcharged  re- 
femblancc," 

From  his  profe,  however,  as 
Dr.  John  Ton  properly  remarks^ 
J)ryden  derives  only  his  accidental 
and  fecondary  pr^ife  ;  •*  the  veue- 
ration,  contir.ues  he,  with  which 
iiis  name  is  pronounced  by  tvery 
cultivator  of  Bnglifk  literature,  is 
paid  to  him  as  he  refined  the  lan- 
guage, improved  the  fentiments, 
«nd  tuned  the  numbers  of  Engliih 
poetry. 

*«  After  about  half  a  century  of 
forced  thoughts,  and  rugged  metre, 
fbme  advances  towards  nature  and 
harmony  had  been  already  made 
hy  Waller  and  Denham  :  they  had 
ihewn  that  long  difcourfes  in  rhyme 

frew  more  pleafing  when  they  were 
roken  into  couplets,  and  that 
verfe  confifted  not  only  in  the 
number  bat  the  arrangement  of 
fyllables. 

<«  Bat  though  rhey  did  mucii, 
who  can  deny  chat  they  le^  much 
to  do?  Their  wbrks  were  not 
many,  nor  were  their  minds  of  very 
ample  comprehenfion.  More  ex- 
amples of  more  modes  of  compofi- 
tion  were  neceflary  for  theeilabiKb- 
ment  of  regularity,  and  the  intro- 
du^lion  of  propriety  in  word  and 
thought. 

«'  Every  language  of  a  learned 
nation  neceflarily  divides  itfelf  into 
•didiion  fcholallic  and  popular,  grave 
and  familiar,  elegant  and  grofs ; 
and  from  a  nice  dilUndion  of  tbefe 
different  parts,  arifes  a  gi'cat  part 
of  the  beauty  of  ftyle.  But  if  wc 
except  a  few  minds,  the  favourites 
of  nature,  to  whom  their  own  ori- 
ginal reditude  was  in  the  place  of 
mles,  this  delicacy  of  feledion  was 
little  known  (o  oar  aathori ;  oor 


fpeech  la^  before  them  in  a  heap 
of  confunon,  and  every  man  took 
for  every  pu  rpofe  what  chance  might 
offer  him. 

"  There  was  therefore  before  the 
time  of  Dryden  no  poetical  dic- 
tion, no  lyUem  of  words  at  once 
refined  from  the  groffnefs  of  do- 
mc'ftic  ufe,  and  free  from  the  harih- 
nefs  of  terms  appropriated  to  par- 
ticular arts.  Words  too  familiar^ 
Or  too  remote,  defeat  the  parpofe 
of  a  poet.  From  thofe  ibundt 
which  we  hear  on  fmall  or  oa 
coarfe  occafions,  we  do  not  eafilf 
receive  llrong  impreflions,  or  de- 
lightful images,  and  words  towhick 
we  are  nearly  ftran^er8,  whenever 
they  occur,  draw  that  attention  on 
themfelves  which  they  (hould  con- 
vey to  thiiigs. 

"  Thofe  happy  combinations  of 
words  which  diftinguiih  poetry 
from  ppofe,  had  been  rarely  at- 
tempted i  we  had  few  elegancies  or 
flowers  of  fpeech,  the  rofes  had 
not  yet  been  plucked  from  the 
bramble,  or  different  colours  had 
not  been  joined  to  enliven  one 
another* 

*•  It  may  be  doubted  whether 
Waller  and  Denham  could  have 
overborn  the  prejudices  which  had 
long  prevailed,  and  which  even 
then  were  (heltered  by  the  protec- 
tioa  of  Cowley.  The  new  verfi€- 
cation,  aS  it  was  called,  may  be 
confidered  as  owing  its  efiablifh- 
ment  to  Dryden;  from  whofetime 
it  b  apparent  that  £ngli(h  poetrf 
hat  had  no  tendency  to  relapfe  to 
its  former  favagenefs/* 

The  minor  poets  that  follow 
Dryden,  from  Derham  down  to 
Hughes,  occupy  each  a  fmall  but 
well .  proportioned  (hare  of  the 
author's  attention.  The  diftin* 
goifhing  featares  and  the  charac« 
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teriftic  faults  and  merits  of  each, 
arcal*vays  marked  with  great  judg- 
ment and  precifion. 

Bt-fore  we  difmifs  this  article,  it 
will  b'  n^rceffary  to  take  fome  no- 
lice  oi  ihe  billorical  part  of  thtfe 
prefaces. —The  great  reputation 
whicji  D  'ylor  Johnfon  has  already 
acquired  cs  a  moral  and  biogra- 
phic.J  writer,  will  not  fufFer  any 
diminution  from  his  prefcnt  fuc- 
cefsful  attempt  to  give  (as  be  him- 
felf  well  expreflls  ii)  ufefulpleafure, 
—Great  care  appears  to  have  been 
taken  in  feiedling  the  moll  au- 
thentic materials:  the  errors,  into 
which  partiality,  prejudice,  or 
want  of  difcernmenr,  have  led  any 
of  his  prcdeceflbrs,  are  judicioufly 
corrcfted  ;  and  ev^ry  part  is  inter- 
fperfjd  with  thcfe  beautiful  etFu- 
iions  of  moral  fentimeot,  and  re. 
niarkson  the  manners  of  mankind, 
which  diftinguifh  him  beyond  any 
writer  in  the  Engliffi  language. — 
But  whilft  we  do  him  judice  in  this 
refpeft,  it  is  impoflible  not  to  ob- 


fetve  that  many  parts  of  bis  work 
bear  ftron^  marks  of  thofe  pcliti- 
cal  prejudices,  ander  the  influence 
of  which  it  is  well  known  his  mind 
unfortunately  labours.  It  is  for 
his  own  fake  we  wi(h  that  he  bid» 
on  the  prefcnt  occafton,  reprefled 
an  ufelcfs  zeal.  We  (hould  be  lorry 
to  think,  with  him»  that  'virultnce 
and  malc^vdJence  really  belong  to 
any  party  : — he  has  taught  as  that 
they  certainly  do  not  belong  to 
one  alone. — If  failiou^  (!•  c.  the 
party  we  oppofe)  yiUvm,  as  he 
fays,  La'ves  a  man  bottefi,  hp^L-iX'ir 
jV  migl't  find  him,  how  will  the 
jealous  dignity  of  Dodtt>r  Johnfon'i 
charafler  brook  the  fofpicions  of, 
perhaps,  the  greater  part  of  his 
readers  i  The  bad  men  of  both 
fides,  who  have  an  intereft  in  the 
deftrudlion  of  a'lcharaAer,  will  be 
glad  10  make  ufe  of  bis  authority; 
and  he  c^innotcomp  ain  if  thofe  of 
the  adverfe  party  bring  his  o;va 
example  as  one  proof  of  his  rule*. 


•  The  part  which  Milton  took  in  the  public  tranfa6lions  of  the  times  he  liv-d 
in,  feems  to  have  made  him  particularly  obnoxious  to  our  learned  critic.  We 
fliali  therefore  fubmit  to  our  readers  fome  of  the  mi  frtrpre  fen  rations  of  which  he 
is  accufed,  together  with  the  anfwcis  that  have  been  given  to  ih*jm.  *' I aa 
**  i/bamed,  fays  Dr.  Johnfon,  to  relate'  lubat  I  am  afraid  is  too  true^  that  Md- 
<«  ton  cujas  the  lafi  fiudtnt  in  either  univerfity  that  fuffered  the  puhic  indignity  tf 
«*  corJ:ral  puniJhment.^"—T)[ic  only  cvidci.ce  of  Milion's  having  futfcrcd  this 
indigniiy  reits  on  the  following  lines,  taken  from  his  verfes  to  l3codati, 

Ncc  duri  libet  ufquc  minas  perfcrre  migiltri, 
Cater aque  ingenio  non  ibbeunda  meo— 
The  fomething  elfe^   he  contends,    muft  be  corporal  correction  ;     for  he  addi, 
nubat  ijoas  niore  than  threats y  luas  evidently  punijhmewt.    To  this  it  is  a-fwtr- 
ed,  that   by   rendering  catera  in  the  fingular  number,  fometbinj^  elfe  5    he  has 
made  the  application  pnrticuhr,  which  in   tbe  original  h  general — He  has  at- 
tempted to  pervert  the  Icnfe  ft-.il  farther,  by  explaining  catera^  fbmetting  m§n 
than  /Ar^fl/J ;— -whereas  it  means  in  general  the  many  inluhs,   befntes   threats, 
to    which   academical   fubordination    mii,ht    make   him  liable.       But    however 
this  may  be,   he  is  ccitair.ly  not  the  laft  (Indent  in  either  univerfity   that  iiif- 
fered  this  indignity.     At   Oxford,  both  in   the  public  and  private  llatutet,  the 
injunftion    of  mfli6ting   corporal   punilhment  on   boys  under    fix.tcen  rcmaiQft 
in  force  at  this  day  j  and  at  fome  colleges,  where  the  foundation  fchdart  aro 
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A  Hiftory  of  the  Military  Tran/ac 
gions  of  the  Britifh  Nation  iu  In- 
doflan.     Fol.  II. 

TH  E  hr^  volume  of  this  hif- 
tory  was  publiihed  in  the 
year  1763  •,  and  contains  an  ac- 
count of  the  affairs  of  India,  down 
to  the  commencement  of  the  war 
between  the  Englifii  and  French 
in  1756.  To  thf  continuation  now 
before  us  is  prefixed  an  enquiry 
into  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the 
Englilh  commerce  in  the  province 
of  Bengal. 

Ic  appears  that  the  trade  of  this 
country  was  opened  to  the  Englifh, 
by  means  cf  a  furgeon  named 
Boughton^  who,  in  1636,  was  fcnt 
from  Surat  to  Agra,  to  attend  a 
daughter  of  the  Emperor  Shaw 
lehan.  His  endeavours  for  the 
cure  of  the  lady  proving  fucccfiful, 
the  Emperor,  befides  other  fa- 
voursj  granted  him  the  privilege 
of  a  free  trade  throughout  his  do- 
minions. Having  obtained  this 
indulgence,  Houghton  immediately 
proceeded  to  Bengal,  where  he  in- 
tended to  purchafe  goods,  and  to 
carry  them  by  fea  to  Surat.  He 
had  no  fooner  arrived  in  the  for- 
mer of  thofe  places,  thm  he  was 
employed  to  cure  a  favourite  wo- 
man belonging  to  the  Nabob  i>f 
the  province;  which  having  efFedl- 
cd,  the  latter  prevailed  upon  him 


to  remain  in  the  country ;  giving 
him  at  the  fame  time  a  handfome 
ilipend,  and  confirming  the  privl^ 
lege  that  had  been  grnnted  by  the 
Emperor,  with  a  promife  to  extend 
it  to  all  others  of  the  Englifh  na- 
tion who  ihould  come  to  Bengal. 
Houghton  fent  an  account  of  hit 
fuccefs  to  the  Englifh  governor  of 
Surat,  by  whofe  advice  the  com- 
pany in  1640  fent  two  (hips  from 
England  to  Bengal,  the  agents  of 
which  being  introduced  to  the  Na- 
bob by  Boughton,  were  kindl/ 
received,  and  afiiAed  in  their  mer- 
cantile tran  factions. 

For  fome  years  the  Englifh  car- 
ried on  their  trade  in  this  province 
without  any  molellatton,  but  af- 
terwards the  government,  either 
difavrwing  the  patents  that  had 
been  granted  to  Bou»hton,  or  anni- 
hilating their  operation  by  the  nar- 
row conilru^'lion  which  they  now 
put  upon  them,  the  fettlers  were 
obliged  to  pay  the  fame  duties  with 
other  merchants.  Nor  was  this 
the  only  infra^ion  of  former  ilipv- 
lations  that  they  began  to  expe- 
rience. The  Nabob  henceforth 
aifumed  a  more  arbitrary  condu6t 
towards  them,  and  their  commerce 
was  frequently  interrupted  by  un^ 
ufual  exertions  of  defpotifm. 

Againfl  thefe  evils  our  author 
obfcrves,  that  there  were  only  two 
remedies,  namely,  war  or  retreat^ 


clcfted  very  young,  it  was  commonly  praflifed  down  to  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century.  In  another  place  he  alTerts,  that  "  Milton  nuirefy  oimtUd 
"  all  frayer,  either  in  bis  family^  or  in  frvvate,^^  With  regard  to  the  latter 
part  of  the  charge,  it  is  anfwcrttl,  that  it  deftroys  itfclf,  for  folitary  prayer 
could  only  be  known  to  God  and  himielf.— As  to  family  prayer,  it  appears  to 
be  a  calumny  drawn  from  an  exprciTiou  of  Toland's,  who  fays,  «« tnat  in  the 
««  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  frequented  none  of  the  afTemblics  of  ariy  particular 
««  feft  ot  Chriftians,  nor  made  ufe  of  their  peculiar  rites  in  his  family^'*  Bifhep 
Newton  has  altered  this,  into  his  not  ufing  any  religious  rites  in  bis  family.  And 
from  the  bifhop,  as  a  ftory  never  lofes  in  the  tellings  Dr.  Jobnion  roundly 
concludes  that  he  nearer  ufed  prayer  in  bis  family  % 
•  Sec  Ann.  Reg.  Vol.  VIJ,  for  1764, 
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cidier  of  which  coald  not  fail  of 
proving  detrimental  to  the  com* 
paoy,  con£dering  that  the  Bengal 
trade,  notwithftandlrg  the  various 
terrain ts  in^pofed  by  the  Nabob, 
via  Uill  very  lucrative.  For  forty 
year5  therefore  the  Englifh  com- 
pany atteaipted  no  military  re* 
fiftaocc. 

But  the  peaceable  acquiefcenceof 
the  FngliOi  rather  increafed  than 
diminiihed  the  exa^ions  impofed 
liy  the  governors  of  the  province  ; 
be(jde»,  that  the  a£ls  ofoppreffion 
cxerciied  by  thoie  inferior  defpots 
were  abetted  by  the  Emperor  at 
X>elhi«  Determined  therefore  to 
try  tJiecfie^of  arms,  the  company. 
Id  the  year  1685,  with  the  ap« 
probation  of  King  James  II.  fitted 
•ot  two  fieets,  one  of  which  was 
oidcied  to  crnife  at  the  bar  of  Su- 
nt, on  all  vefiels  belonging  to  the 
Mogor*  fttbje^s,  and  the  other 
^efigned  not  only  to  commit  hofti- 
lities  by  iea  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Ganges,  bat  likewife  carried  fix 
llBodred  regular  troops,  in  order 
to  attack  the  Nabob  of  Bengal  by 
laDd. 

The  coodud  of  this  war  was  en- 
trsfted  to  Job  Char  nock,  the  com- 
pasy's  priocipal  agent  at  Hugh- 
ley,  a  man  of  courage,  but  void  of 
aiilitary  experience.  He  defeated 
the  forces  of  the  Nabob  in  two 
diiferent  aAions;  but  pitching 
bis  camp  in  an  unhealthy  part 
of  the  province,  in  the  fpace 
of  three  months  be  loft  by  lick- 
liefs  three  hoiidrcd  Europeans, 
which  was  two  thirds  of  bis  whole 
force. 

The  miifortone  attending  the 
3rmy  was  compenfated  by  the 
fitcccfs  of  the  fleet  that  had  been 
lent  oBt  to  Sural,  which  greatly 
diftrefled  the  trade  of  the  Mogul's 
fobjfdsy    4nd   took    from   Uicm 


prizes  to  the  aaiOQiic  of  a  aiHiot 
fterling  money.  The  clamoor 
raifed  by  the  merchants  in  confe- 
qoence  of  this  difafter,  induced  the 
Emperor  to  fend  one  of  his  officers 
from  Delhi,  with  orders  to  hear 
the  complaints  of  the  Englifli,  and 
to  mitieate  the  oppreffions  which 
they  had-  fuffered.  Hoftilities  fooa 
after  ceafed ;  and  by  a  treaty  (ign* 
ed  in  Auguft,  1687,  it  was  ftipa- 
lated  that  the  Englifh  (hould  not 
only  be  permitted  to  return  to  all 
their  factories  in  the  province,  hot 
might  likewife  erefl  docks  aod 
magazines  at  Ulabarca,  a  village 
fituated  on  the  weftern  bank,abooC 
fifty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  tiic 
river. 

This  treaty  was  no  fooner  rati- 
fied than  the  war  at  Surat  broke 
out  afrefli,  and  the  Nabob  of  Ben- 
gal not  only  gave  up  the  EngliA 
trade  to  the  rapine  of  hb  officers, 
but  demanded  a  very  large  foo, 
as  an  indemnification  for  the  loft 
which  the  country  had  fuftained  by 
the  late  hoftilities.  In  confequeoce 
of  fome  onexpedled  events,  how- 
ever, an  accommodation  again  took 
place  between  the  contending  par- 
ties without  this  requi6tion  being 
granted  ;  and  the  company  receiv- 
ed a  patent  from  the  Emperor,  al- 
lowing them  to  trade  free  of  cof- 
toms,  on  oondition  of  paying  an- 
nually the  fum  of  three  thonfiuid 
roupees. 

In  i696,an  iafarre&ion  was  com- 
menced by  the  rajahs  on  the  wefera 
iide  of  the  river  Haghley,  withia 
whofe  jurifdidioo  were  fi mated  the 
principal  fettlementsof  the  £nglitb, 
French,  and  Dutch,  all  which  im- 
mediately augmenting  their  reijpec* 
tive  forces,  declared  for  the  Nft- 
b(  b ;  of  whom  they  at  the  fane 
time  reqaefted  permiflion  to  pot 
their  fadoriea  into  a  ftate  of  dt- 
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fence.  The  Nabob  ordered  them 
in  general  terms  to  defend  chem- 
felves  ;  and  they,  confidering  this 
ord^r  as  implying  a  grant  of  their 
requefty  proceeded  with  all  expedi- 
tion to  raife  walls  and  baflions 
round  their  faAories ;  of  which 
that  of  the  Englifti  was  at  Cal- 
cutta, where  they  had  built  their 
principal  magazines.  Such  was 
the  origin  of  the  three  European 
forts  in  the  province  of  Bengal,  the 
firft  that  ever  were  fufFered  to  be 
erefled  by  foreigners  within  the 
Mogul  empire. 

In  1 698,  they  obtained  from 
Azim.aUSbah,  the  grandfon  of 
Aurengzebe,  permiflion  to  purChafe 
from  the  Zemindar  or  Indian  pro- 
prietor, the  town  of  Soola-kuay, 
Calcutta,  and  Govind-pore^  with 
their  diftrids,  the  prince  referving 
an  annual  fine.  About  this  time, 
the  union  of  the  two  companies, 
by  augmenting  the  dock,  increafed 
the  trade,  and  enlarged  the  views 
of  the  diredlion.  The  commerce 
pf  Bengal  more  efpecially  became 
the  objed  of  their  attention.  The 
fubordinate  factories  of  Coffimbu- 
zar,  Dacca,  and  fiallafore,  were 
refettled:  the  exports  and  imports 
were  doubled  in  value  and  quan- 
tity, and  the  garrifon  of  Calcutta 
was  augmented  to  300  men  :  all 
which  the  government  of  Bengal, 
contrary  to  its  ufual  maxims,  be- 
held without  repugnance,  and  even 
without  demanding  money  as  the 
price  of  its  forbearance  and  favour. 
The  increafing  importance  of  the 
colony  induced  the  company,  in 
1707,  to  withdraw  the  fetclermencs 
in  it  from  their  former  dependence 
on  Madrafs,  and  to  declare  Cal- 
cutta a  prefidency  accountable  only 
|0  the  diredtion  in  England. 
i*  Jl^'  tranquillity  which  t]ie 


company  ^now    enjoyed   was  in  a 
(hort  time  difturbed  by  the  Nabob 
Jaffier  Khan,  at  this  time  appointed 
Governor  of  Bengal,  and  who  wat 
better  enabled  to  take  cognizance 
of  their  affairs  by  having  remov- 
ed the  feat  of  government   from 
Dacca  to  Muxadavad,  in  the  centre 
of   the  province.     Mixing  policf 
with  o{^preflion,  he  greatly  retrain* 
ed  the  freedom  of  their  commerce^ 
without  openly  violating  the  pri* 
vilegcs  which  they  had  obtained 
from   Aurengzebe  and   Azim-aU 
Shah.     In  order  to  obtain  a  redreft 
of  their  grievances,  the  prefidency 
of  Calcutta,  in  the  year  1713,  pro* 
pofed  to  the  company  in  England 
the  fending  an  embafly,  fupported. 
by  a  valuable  prefent,  to  the  Great 
Mogul.  The  expedient  was  accord- 
ingly  adopted  ;  and  after  variout 
delays   occafioned  by  the  intrigues 
of  the  vizir,  they  at   length   ob« 
tained  the  principal  objeAs  of  their 
mifljon.     One  of  thofe  was,  that 
the  company  fhould  be  allowed  to 
purchafe  thirty-fevcn  towns  in  Ben. 
gal,  which  would  give  them  a  dif. 
triSt  extending  ten  miles  fouth  of 
Calcutta  along   the  banks  of  the 
river  Hughley,  the  paflage  of  which 
might  be  eafily  commanded  by  the 
ereflion  of  batteries  or  redoubts  : 
and  what  added  to  the  value  of  the 
acquiQtion  was,  that  the  revenqe 
of  the  territory  wonld  be  fufficient 
to  defray  the  charge  of  its  protec- 
tion.    The  confequences  of  fo  ad- 
vantageous  a   gram   were  beheld 
with   indignation    by   the    Nabob 
Jaffier,  who  had  endeavoured  froo^ 
the    beginning    to    coudterad  the 
purpofe   of  the  embaffy;  but  not 
daring  openly  to  difpute  the  Mo- 
gul's orders,  he  prevailed,  by  fc-    ' 
cret  intrigues,  with  the  holders  of 
the  land^  not  to  part  with  it  to  the 
company 
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*tiimj«-?     :i.»:     iibiii&rcrT    if   ins 

mt-'y  c/  ^e  JA^uVi  fL}:^iii  to 

<^en  cf  t^^  pc»Jttt^  to  k^C'z.Kilktr 

f«f(rw<n;!^  bsTe  re&^i*^  the  f^ae 
••cvrT''OJ*:r.c?«,  wLicb  ha:  forced 
tfceE*ig':fJ*t'j<j«i?Hii;?aW:  it* at 
Cfcefei#/e  couf.crraded  by  a  bri^ 
;iircii  ti>  Azffn'«]*Siiih,  who  for- 
d  the  Governor  of  Hughley  fxoa 
^r<efdi0g  ic  hik  ir^teatsoDf.  B/ 
thi«  cr;ftl!4if)t  sttitniy^n  to  fsoeey, 
Az^flpal-Shali  in  three  years  amaf- 
itrd  tnree  aiiliiocf  of  pooodt  ft;r- 
Jing,  which  he  czrt'ied  with  hia 
•»t  of  the  provioce :  but  he  Jefr 
behind  htm  hi>  (on  ForrukOiir  to 
get  more  ;  who,  in  1713,  gained 
the  throoe,  after   hit   fahtr  had 

CriOied   itt  difpuiing  it  with  hit 
other*/' 

Prom  thft  time^  the  Engiifh 
company  ccocinued  to  reap  the 
Iryict  of  their  commercial  privi. 
lcge#  tin  the  year  1756,  when,  by 
the  ruptare  between  Grrat  Britain 
Bnd  Vrnncf,  and  by  the  intffline 
div'i^Otts  in  India,  it  neceffkrily 
became  involved  in  all  the  caUmi- 
tiet  of  war.  The  military  tran- 
fadions  of  this  period,  are  reLaed 
with  the  fame  orecifion  and  acca- 
racy  which  diflinguifhed  the  for- 
volume  of  thii  biftory ;  and  if 


n.krtj.   nc     i*.>n»    imc    rrz 

n»rr  icn  rrsr ;  - «  a?  rtannr^i  a  1 


T .  T.    .•  .>.  ^iT -^    •-iLr    Qr«i2^ 

TVaZ.  Tr-»  -T *  :i.ai  iarc  caer- 
13    ajp-x-r2     of   rt*e    r^ 
px.:xies  of  itkiim,   bech  iaaTfOetf 

bcra  ma^e  oa  a  mOkMkxMi  cciabi 
of  tae  aztarr  of  i!;fitfs  cas^r^ibocs; 
i:  if  no:  to  be  vocbscrej  LSki  lifv 
hare  failei  ia  gmag  a  ki  ari 
ezpTt&r^  refmb'acoe  of  las  er- 
eiaal.  *«  It  ku.  I  ikiek,  £>y^  tK 
iraraed  prelate,  brca  a&irerialiv 
aoderfiood,  that  the  propbecaei  oif 
l:'a:ah  are  written  ia  prole.  TV 
flyle,  the  thooghtf,  toe  iia^es 
the  ezprefioflf,  have  beea  allo^td 
to  be  poetical^  and  that  ia  tke 
higbeft  degree :  bac  tbac  they  are 
written  i«i  verle,  io  oaeafore,  or 
rhythm,  or  whatever  it  is  tha:  dif- 
tiguilhes,  as  poetry,  the  compofi- 
tion  of  (hofe  books  of  the  Old  Tef- 
tamenc,  which  au-e  allowed  to  he 
poetical,  fuch  as  Job,  the  PfaliDS, 
and  the  Proverbs,  from  the  hiilori- 
cal  books,  as  mere  profe  ;  this  ha 
never  been  fuppofed,  at  leaft  hai 
not  been  at  any  time  the  prevail- 
ing opinion.  The  opinions  of  tbe 
learned  concerning  Hebrew  verfie 
have  been  various :  their  ideas  of 
the  nature  of  it  vague,  obfcnre,aDd 
imperfedl ;  yet  ftill  there  has  beet 
a  general  perfaafioo,  that  fome 
books  of  the  Old  Tcaamoot  art 
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written  in  vcrfc;  but  that  the 
writings  of  the  prophets  are  not 
of  chat  number." 

The  defign  of  the  preliminary 
diflcftaiion  is  to  refute  this  erro- 
neous opinion  ;  to  ihew  that  there 
is  a  manifcft  conformity  between 
the  prophetical  flyle  and  that  of 
the  books  fuppofed  to  be  metrical  ; 
a  conformity  in  every  known  part 
of  the  poetical  charaAcr,  which 
equally  difcriminates  the  propheti- 
cal  and  the  metrical  books,  from 
tbofe  acknowledged  to  be  profe. 
This  fubjea,  which  the  learned 
author  had  before  treated  in  his 
eighteenth  and  nineteenth  Prelec- 
tions, is  here  more  fully  and  mi- 
nutely difcufled. 

«•  The  firft,  he  fays,  and  moft 
manifeft  indication  of  vcrfc  in  the 
Hebrew  poetical  books,  prefents  it- 
felf  in  the  acroftick  or  alphabetical 
poems,  of  which  there  happily  re- 
main many  examples,  and  ihofc  of 
various  kinds.  The  nature,  or 
rather  the  form,  of  thcfe  poems  is 
this :  the  poem  confitls  of  twenty. 
tw6  lines,  or  of  twenty-two  fyftems 
of  lines,  or  periods,  or  ft^nzas,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  the  let- 
ters of  the  Hebrew  alphabet;  and 
every  line,  or  every  ftanza,  begins 
with  each  letter  in  its  order,  as  it 
Aands  in  the  alphabet ;  that  is,  the 
£rll  line,  or  firft  llanza,  begins 
with  aleph,  the  fecond  with  beth, 
and  fo  on.  There  are  dill  extant 
in  the  books  of  the  Old  Tetta- 
aient,  twelve  •  of  thefc  poems ; 
reckoning  the  four  firft  chapters  of 
the  Lamentations  of  Jeremiah  as 
fo  many  diftin^t  poems ;  three  f  of 
them    perfeaiy   alphabetical:    in 


IS9 

which  every  line  is  marked  by  its 
initial  letter ;  the  other  nine  le^ 
perfeAly  alphabet! cal ,  ia  whick 
every  Aanza  only  is  Co  <ii^o« 
guiflied." 

After  examining  fbffie  remarfc- 
able  circumdaaces  in  thefe  compa- 
ctions, he  concludes,  that  '*  botk 
thefe  i'pecies  of  alpbabecical  poems 
confift  of  verfes  properly  fo  called  ; 
of  verfes  regulated  by  (bme  ob- 
fervation  of  harmony  or  cadeoce; 
of  meafure,  numbers,  or  rJiytha. 
For  it  is  not  at  all  probable  ia  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  or  from  ex- 
amples of  the  like  kind  in  odicr 
languages,  that  a  portion  of  mere 
profe,  in  which  numbers  and  har- 
mony are  totally  difregarded,  ihould 
be  laid  out  according  to  a  ^le^of 
divifion,  which  carries  with  it  fuck 
evident  marks  of  fludy  and  labo«r, 
of  art  in  the  contrivance,  and  ejc 
adnefs  in  the  execution.  And  in 
general,  that  the  reft  of  the  poemt 
of  the  Hebrews,  bearing  evidently 
the  fame  marks  and  charaderiHics  . 
of  compofition  with  the  alphabe- 
tical poems  in  other  refpeds,  aqd 
falling  into  regular  lines,  often  into 
regular  flanzas,  according  to  the 
paufes  of  the  fentences,  which  ftaa- 
zas  and  lines  have  a  certain  parity 
or  proportion  to  one  another,  thefe 
likewife  confift  of  verfe  meafured 
by  the  ear,  and  regulated  accord- 
ing to  fome  general  laws  of  metre, 
rhythm,  harmony,  or  cadence.'* 

The  attempt  to  difcover  the  laws 
of  the  Hebrew  metre,  or  rhythm, 
he  coniiders  as  vain  and  impoffible: 
but  he  conceives  that  there  are 
other  circumftances  which  fufi- 
ciently  difcriminate  the  parts  of  the 


•  Pfal.  xxv,.xxxiv,  xxxvii,  cxi,  cxii,  cxix,  cxlv. 
Lam.  i,  ii,  iii,  iv. 

t  Plai.  cxii  cxli.    Lam.  iii. 
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Hebre«v  fcriptures  that  are  written 
in  verfe,  from'thofe  that  are  writ- 
ten  in  profe.  The  firft  and  princi* 
pz\  of  thefe,  is  the  correfpondence 
of  one  verfe^  or  line,  with  another, 
which  he  calls  parallili/m.  When 
m  propofition  is  delivered,  and  a 
iecond  it  fubjoined  to  it,  or  drawn 
under  it,  equivalent,  or  contraded 
with  it,  in  fenfe,  or  fimilar  to  it  in 
the  form  of  grammatical  con (Ir ac- 
tion, thefe  he  calls  parallel  lines, 
md  the  words  or  phrafes  anfwering 
one  to  another  in  the  correfponding 
lines,  parallel  terms. 

Parallel  lines  he  redpces  to  three 
ibrts  :  parallels  fynonymous^  paral- 
lels antithetic^  and  parallels  fyn- 
ibitic.  Of  each  of  thefe  he  gives 
a  variety  of  examples,  in  order  to 
Ihew  the  various  forms,  under 
which  they  appear :  firll  from  the 
books  univerully  acknowledged  to 
be  poetical ;  then  correfpondent 
examples  from  the  prophet  Ifaiah  ; 
and  fometimes  alfo  from  the  other 
prophet!  ;  to  (hew,  that  the  form 
and  charaAerof  the  compofition  is 
in  all  the  fame. 

Firft,  of  parallel  \\TitiJynonymous  : 
that  is,  which  correfpond  one  to 
another  by  expreifing  the  fame 
fenfe  in  different  but  equivalent 
terms.  As  in  the  following  ex- 
amples : 

*  O-JehoTab,  in  -  thy  -  ftrength  the  -  kiog 

mall- rejoice  3 
And-in-thy  falvation  how  greatly  (hall-he* 

exult ! 
The-defire  of-hjs-hcart  thou-haft-granted 

unto  him ; 
And  the-requeft  of-his-lips  thou-haft-not- 

denied.*     P/*.  xxi. 

•  Becaufe  I-called,  and-ye-refufed  5 

I  -  ftretched  -  out  my  -  hand,    and-no-one 
regarded,  &c.     Vrov.  i.  24. 

Seek-ye  Jehovah,  while-he-may-be-found ; 
CaU-yc-upoa^him,  whik-bt-is-near,'  &c. 
1/4.  W.  6. 


The  author  produces  many  otbef 
examples,  from  the  prophets,  in 
which,  he  obferves,  the  parallel 
lines  fometimes  confift  of  three  or 
more  fynonymoas  terms ;  fone-* 
times  of  two ;  which  ia  generally 
the  cafe,  when  the  verb,  or  the  no- 
minative cafe  of  the  fird  fentenceis 
to  be  carried  on  to  the  fecood,  or 
onderftood  there;  and  fometimes  of 
one  only. 

The  terms  in  Englifh,  confifting 
of  feveral  words,  arc  hitherto  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  marks  of  conneSion; 
to  ihsw,  that  they  anfwer  to  fiogk 
words  in  Hebrew. 

Sometimes,  he  obfenres,  the  lines 
confift,  each  of  double  members, 
or  two  propofitions. 

*  Bow  thy  heaven,    O  Jehorah,   and  de- 

fcend  ; 
Touch   the    mouatainti      and    they   6al 
fmoke,*  &c.     Pf^  cxiv.  5. 

*  And  they  (ball   build  honfcf,  and  AiU 

inhabit  them  ; 
And  they  iball  plant  vineyards,  and  ftall 
eat  the  fruit  thereof,  &c'  ffs,  Ixt.  ai. 

Sometimes  they  arc  formed  byi 
repetition  of  pan  of  the  firft  fea- 
tence. 

«  My  voice  is  unto  Cod,  and  I  cry  alooij 
My  voice  unto  God,  and  he  will  hcarkca 

unto  me.* 

•••••• 

The  waters,  faw  thee^  O  God  ; 
The  waters  faw    thee  5    they    were  ieiscd 
with  anguifli.'    P/.  Uevii.  1.  16. 

*  /For  he  hath  haanbled  thofe  that  dwcU  oa 

high  5 
The  lofty  city,  he  hath  broaght  her  dowat 
He  hath  brought  her  down  to  the  ground  5 
He  hath  kvelled  her  with  the  duft. 
The  foot  fliall  trample  upon  her; 
The  feet  of  the   poor,  the  ftm  of  tk 

needy.'    IJa,  xxvi.  5,  6. 

There  are  parallel  tripleU»  when 
three  lines  correfpond  together,  and 
form  a  kind  of  ftanza  ;  of  wkich 
however  only  two  Qommonly  air 
fy  nonymoui. 

«Thr 
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Where  cvtry  word  harh  iti  oppo- 
file  :  for  the  terms  /ir/Arr  and  ot#- 
tber  are,  as  the  logicians  faj,  re- 
latively oppofiie, 

*  The  mtmoTj  of  die  jaft  ii  a  bkffins  } 
But  the  name  of  the  wicked  fliall  roC* 

Prwv.  X.  7. 

Here    ar«   only   two  antithetic 

terms  :  for  memory  and  mmmu  are  f/- 
nonymous. 

*  There  is  chat  fcattextth,  aai  ftiU  ea« 
creafcth  \ 

And    that    is    nnreafonabljr    fpaxiag^*  yet 
groweth  poor.'     Proo,  xu  24. 

Here  is  a  kind  of  double  antithelit; 
one  between  the  ti¥o  lines  them- 
felves,  and  I  ike  wife  a  fisbordiaate 
oppoGtion  between  the  tw^i  parte 
of  each. 

This  form,  he  obferves,  is  pecii« 
liarly  adapted  to  adages,  aphorifms* 
and  detached  fentences,  and  chac 
wc  are  not  therefore  to  expeft  fre* 
qaenc  inftances  of  it  in  the  other 
poems  of  the  Old  Tcftament;  efpe- 
cially  thofe  that  are  elevated  ia 
the  (lyle,  and  more  conneded  ia 
the  parts.  The  author  however 
adds  a  few  examples  from  the  higher 
poetry. 

*  The&  in  chariotty  and  thofe  in  hoHes; 
But  we  in  the  name  of  Jehovah  oar  Coil 

«M1  be  ftroog. 
They  are  bowed  down,  and  fallen ; 
But  we  are  rifen,  and  maintaia  •aKelves 

firm.'     P/.  XX.  7,  8» 

The  bricks  are  fallen,  but  we  will  bvlU 

with  hewn  ft  one: 
The  fycamorea  are  cut  down,  but  we  will 

replace  them  with  cedars,    {(«.  tx.  lo. 

The  third  fort  of  parallels  th« 
aathor  calls  Jpitbetic,  or  conilruc- 
tive,  where  the  parallelifm  confiftt 
only  in  the  fimilarform  of  conftruc* 
tion  :  in  which  word  does  not  an- 
fwer  to  word,  and  fentence  to  fen* 
tence,  as  equivalent  or  oppoiite; 
but  there  is  a  correfpondence  and 
equality  between  different  propo- 
fi lions  in  lefpedt  of  the  (bape  and 
\     /ittm 


«  The  wicked  fltall  fee  it,  and  it  fliall  grieve 

him; 
He  ihall  gnafti  his  teeth,  and  pine  away  ; 
The  defire  of  the  wicked  (hall  perifh.' 

VJ.  cxii.  10. 

«  And  he  (hall  foatch  on  the  right,  and  yet 

be  hungry ; 
And  he  ihall  devour  on  the  left,  and  not 

be  Satisfied ; 
Xvery  man  (hall  devour  the    fte(h  of   hit 

neighbour."  Ifa*  ix«  20. 
There  are  likewife  parallels  con- 
fifting  of  four  lines :  two  diitichs 
being  foconnedted  together  by  the 
fenie  and  the  conflru£lion,  as  to 
make  one  ftanza.  Such  is  the 
form  of  the  thirty-feventh  Pfalm, 
which  is  evidently  laid  out  by  the 
initial  letters  in  (lansasof  four  lines. 
<  Be  not  moved  with   indignation  againft 

the  evil  doers  j 
Kor  with  xeil  againft  the  workers  of  ini« 

quity : 
For  like  the  grafs  they  (hall  foon  be  cut  off; 
And  like  the  green  herb  they  (hall  wither.* 
P/.  xxxvii.  I,  2. 
*  The  ox  knoweth  his  polTeflfor ; 
And  the  afs  the  crib  of  his  lord  : 
But  Ifrael  doth  not  know  Me ; 
Neither  doth  my  people  confider/   Jfa,  i.  3. 

In  ftanzas  of  four  lines  fometimes 
the  parallel  lines  anfwer  to  one 
toother  alternately;  the  firft  to 
the  third,  and  the  fecond  to  the 
fourth  : 

^  As  the  heavens  are  high  above  the  earth ; 
So  high  is  his  goodneis  over  them  that 
fear  him : 
At  remote  as  the  eaft  is  from  the  we(^  ; 

So  far  hath  he  removed  from  as  our 

tranfgreffionst*     P/.  ciii.  11,  xa. 

^  And  ye  faid  :    Nay,  but  on  horfes  will 

we  flee ; 

Therefore  (hall  ye  be  put  to  flight: 

And  on  fwift  courfers  will  we  ride  ; 

Therefore  (hall  they  be   fwift,    that 
pujfue  you.'  JJa,  xxx.  16. 

He  next  proceeds  to  the  fecond 
:ibrt  of  parallels,  viz.  the  ataithetU ; 
of  which  kind  are  the  following  : 

.<  A  ^(q  fen  rejoiceth  his  father  : 
Bat  a  foolifh  fon  is  the  grief  of  hit  mo- 
.  ther.*    Pr9v.  x.  x. 
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tarn  of  the  whole  fentence,  and  of 
the  conftruflive  parts ;  fuch  as  noap 
anfwering  to  noun,  verb  to  verb, 
member  to  member,  negative  to 
negative,  interrogative  to  interro* 
gative. 

•  Pralfc  ye  Jchovan,  ye  of  the  earth  j 
Ye  fea-monfters,  anii  all  deeps  t 
Pire  and  hail,  foow  and  vapour,  &c. 

Pj»  cxlviil.  7. 

<  Is  fuch  then  the  fad  which  I  choofe  ? 
That  a  man  ihould  afflidb  his  foul  for  a 

day^ 
Is  It,  that  he  (hould  bow  down  his  head 

like  a  bulru/h ; 
And  fpread    faclccloth  and    afhcs    for  hit 

couch,  &c.     Ija.  Ivjij.  5,  6. 

In  thefe  inftances  it  is  to  be  ob- 
fcrved,  th^t  though  there  are  per- 
haps no  two  lines  correfponding 
one  with  another  as  equivalent  or 
oppofite  in  terras  ;  yet  there  is  a 
parallelifm  equally  apparent,  and 
almoft  as  ilriking,  which  arifes  from 
the  fimilar  form  and  equality  of  the 
lines,  from  the  corrcfpondence  of 
the  members  and  the  conftruAion  ; 
the  confcquence  of  which  is  a  har- 
mony and  rhythm  little  inferior  in 
cfFeft  to  that  of  the  two  kinds  pre- 
ceding. 

**  Of  the  three  different  forts  of 
parallels,  as  above  explained,  every 
one  hath  its  peculiar  charader  and 
proper  effeft :  and  therefore  they 
arc  differently  employed  on  dif- 
ferent occafions  .  •  .  Synonymous 
parallels  have  the  appearance  of 
art  and  concinnity,  and  a  iludied 
elegance.  They  prevail  chiefly  in 
fhorter  poems;  in  many  of  the 
Pfalms;  in  Blaam'b  prophecies  ; 
frequently  in  tiiofe  oJ  Haiah,  which 
are  mod  of  them  diftind  poems  of 
no  great  length.  The  antithetic 
parallelifm  gives  an  acutenefs  and 
force  to  adages  and  moral  fen- 
tences ;  and  therefore  abounds  in 
Solomon's  proverbs,  and  elfewhere 


is  not  often  to  be  met  witk.   Tl« 
poem   of   Job,    being   oo  a  Jaip 
plan,  and  in    a  high   tragic  ftyle, 
though  very  cxadl^n  thedivifionbf 
the  lines,  and  in   the  parallelifait 
and  afFoidiog  many  fine  examplo 
of  the  fynonymous  kind»  yet  coi* 
fifts  chiefly  of  the  conftruaife.    A 
happy  mixture  of  the  feveral  ibro 
gii'e:»   an   agreeab!e  variety ;  and 
they  fcrve  mutually  to  recofflmend 
and  fet  off  one  another/* 

He  next'confiders  the  diflindioi 
of  Hebrew  verfes  into  longer aod 
fhorter,   founded    alfo  on  the  ai- 
thority  of  the   alphabetic  poems; 
one  third   of    the   wboK-   oun|ber 
being  manifcftly  of  the  larger  Ibrt 
of  verfe,  the   reft  of  the  fhorter. 
He  does  not  attempt  exaftly  lode* 
fine,  by  the  number  of  fyllablfi, 
the  limit  which  feparatea  one  fort 
of  verfe  from   the  other  ;  all  that 
he  affirms  is  this;  that  one  of  the 
three  poems  per feftly  alp habcticil, 
and    therefore    infallibly    divided 
into  its  verfes;  and  three  of  the 
nine  other  alphabetical  poemi,  di- 
vided into  their  verfes,   after  the 
inanner  of  the   perfedlly  alphabe- 
tical, with  the  greatell  degree  of 
probability  ;  that  thefe  four  poemi^ 
being  the  four  firfl  Lamentations  of 
Jeremiah,    fall   into    verfes  aboat 
ore  third  longer,  taking  them  one 
with  another,  than   thofe  of   the 
other  eight  alphabetical  poems.— 
Example  of  thefe  long  verfes  from 
a  poem  perfedlly  alphabetical : 
<  I  am  the  man,  that  hath  feen  afflidion, 

by  the  rod  of  his  anger  : 
He  hath  led    me,  acd    made  me  walk  in 
darknefs,  and  not  in  light.*  &a 

Lam*  iii.  1— ^i 

Examples  of  the  fame  fort  of 
verfe,  where  the  limits  of  the  verfei 
are  to  be  colle£led  only  from  the 
poetical  coniiruaion  of  the  fca- 
tcaces : 


ACCOUNT    OF    BOOKS.        193 


♦  Tfe  Taw  of  Jehovah  it  perfeft,  reftor- 

ing  the  foal: 
The  teftimony  of  Jehovah  is  fore,  making 

wife  the  fimple/  Sec.         Pf.  xia-  7- 
f  A  foun^  of  a   multitude  in  the  meuo- 

tainsy  as  of  many  people; 
A  found  of  the  tumult  of  kingdomsy  of 

nations  gathered  together,*  Ifa.  ziii.  4. 

The  learned  prelate  having  cfla- 
bliihed,  on  the  grounds  we  have 
already  mentioned,  his  opinion  con- 
cerning the  compofition  of  the  pro- 
phetical writings,  proceeds  to  point 
ont  the  Yery  ionporrant  advantagea 
which  are  to  be  derived  from  this 
Ibarce,  both  to  the  tranflator  and 
interpreter  of  the  fcriptares. 
/  Flat^eii,  he  obferves,  and  infi- 
pidity,  will  generally  be  the  con- 
fequences  of  a  deviation  from  the 
nadve  manner  of  an  original, 
which  has  a  real  merit  and  a  pe* 
culiar  force  of  its  own.  To  exprefs 
therefore  the  form  and  faihion  of 
the  compofition  becomes  as  necef- 
fary  in  a  tranflation,  as  to  give  the 
author's  fenfe  with  fidelity  and  ex- 
mdnefs :  but  with  what  fuccefs  can 
this  be  attempted,  when  the  tranf- 
lator himfelf  has  an  inadequate  or 


even  falfe  idea  of  the  real  charaaer 
of  the  author,  as  a  writer ;  of  the 
general  nature  and  of  the  peculiar 
rorm  of  the  compofition  ? 

He  next  proves,  in  a  number  of 
examples,  that  this  attention  to 
the  «peculiar  torn  and  call  of  the 
original,  may  be  of  ftill  greater  nfe 
to  the  interpreter,  by  leading  him 
into  the  meaning  of  obfcnre  worda 
and  phrafes,  and  by  fuggefting  tht 
true  reading  where  the  text  is  cor* 
rnpted. 

With  regard  to  the  fidelity  of  the 
tranflation  now  offered  to  the 
public,  the  excellent  author  haa 
entered  very  largely  into  the  prin* 
dples  of  critidfm,  and  the  method 
of  interpretation,  on  which  he  haa 
proceeded.  It  would  be  impoffible 
to  do  juflice  to  this  part  of  his  dif- 
fertation  without  tranfcribing  the 
whotle ;  we  (hall  therefore  content 
ottifelves  with  faying,  that  the 
principal  objeds  of  his  ihvaloable 
obfervations  sire,  the  Maibretic 
punduation,  the  flate  of  the  He- 
brew text,  and  the  ancient  verfions 
of  theOldTeftament. 


♦<i»  The  Mrticle  from  eur  vny  reJ^eaabU  correJ^onJent  at  Liverpool* 
«IMi/f  hyfifM  accident 9  miflaidi  but  Jball  be  infirted  in  the  next  it»lum. 
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gmgtwunt  hetwan  the  Arttbrnfa^  and  ibe  Bell  PomU,  frigaies.  frmA 
fthnntr^  bravely  taken  bj  the  Alert  cutter.  Aaoiber  Fre»cb  frigatifeJk 
im  nnitb  tbt  fleet ;  and  is,  nuitb  tbe  Licerme  and  Jcbo^mfr,  Slnu^  t$ 
England.  Fleet  retnnu  to  Port/mQutb  fir  a  reirrfercemimt.  RnLorii 
and  bounty  of  tbe  Frencb  King,  to  tbe  (J/icers  etmd  cre-tu  of  tbt  Bell  Ptide. 
Admiral 'Kepf  el  fails  again  from  Portj^.outb.  Foili  in  ^uritb  tbe  Freuh 
fleet  under  tbe  Count  d  Orvilliers  ;  and  after  a  cbace  ef  five  days,  brims 
ibem  «./  length  to  ad  ion.  Account  of  tbe  engagesment  em  tbe  zytb  efjnfy. 
Vienu  of  tbofe  circumftances  lubich  'were  Jn^pe/ed  to  ba^e  frc^vented  thet 
oBion  from  being  decifive.  French  fleet  efcafe  in  tbe  night,  and  rctan 
$n  Brefl.  Prudent  and  temperate  conduB  objer*ved  by  the  Admiral.  Rt' 
turns  to  Plymuth  to  refit.  Proceeds  again  f  fea,  but  camssot  meet  ihi 
Frencb  fleet.  [50 
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pofition  to  tbe  addrefs  in  general ^  in  tbe  Houje  of  Lords,  but  sso  assundmad 
propofed.  Addrefs  carried  upon  a  di*uifion,  MoHots  to  addrefs  tbe  Crom, 
in  the  HouJe  of  Commons,  for  a  difawowal  of  certain  pajfages  in  tbe  lets 
nsanifeflo  iffued  by  the  Commijfoners  at  New  Tork.  ^be  mation,  efief 
long. debates,  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Similar  mot  lose  by  tbe  Marquis  rf 
Rockingham,  likitvife  caufes  much  debate,  and  is  rejeQed  upon  a  divi/m. 
Proteft.  Circumftances,  lohicb  tended  to  the  tendering  tbe  late  aSim 
off  Brefl,  a  fuhjeS  of  parliamentary  dijcuffion.  Adsuiral  Keppel,  bei^ 
ealled  tspon,  gives  feme  account  of  that  hufine/s  in  the  Houfe  of  Commns. 
Anfwered  by  Str  Hugh  Pallife^.  Reply.  Court  martial  ordered  for  tht 
trial  of  Admiral  Keppel.  ConduS  of  the  admiralty  confured  and  Jup- 
ported:  ^ueftion,  relative  to  the  difcretionary  potuers  of  that  boorit 
much  agitated.  Bill  brought  in  and  pnffed,  for  tbe  holding  cf  the  trial 
of  Admiral  Keppel  on  fljore,  (in  confideration  of  bis  ill  ft  ate  of  besdib) 
inftead  of  its  being  held  a  board  foip,  as  before  prefer sbed  by  the  Urn. 
Recefs.  [7S 
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dkdare  esgainfh  acting  under  the  prefent  Jyftem.      Rejegnmien  of  monek 
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Admiral  Byron  takes  the  command  in  the  Weft  Iwdiet.  Esodeeevoxn  Ho 
dravi  M.  D^Eftaing  to  an  engagement  without  effeQ.  Mortality  at  St. 
Lncia.  Mr.  Byron  convoys  the  bomeward-bouxd  trade.  Lrfs  of  the 
iJUud  of  St,  Vincent* s,  during  the  ab/ence  of  the  fleet.  French  fim  re* 
enforced  by  the  arrival  of  M,  de  la  Motte  :  proceeds  to  tbt-reduSim  of 
the  Granades,  Lands  a  body  offerees,  'which  invejl  tbe  Hofjpital  HiU 
in  the  iflamd  of  Granada,  Attack  the  vforks  by  night,  amd  carry  them 
by  ftorm.  Lord  Macartney  propofes  to  capitulate ;  but  tbe  terms  ojfered 
hy  U*Efteung  being  deemed  inadmijfible,  furreuders  tbe  fort  axd  iflaad  at 
dfcretion.  Admiral  Byron  returns  to  St.  Lucia;  proceeds  nvitb  ybe 
fitet  and  army  for  the  recovery  of  St.  Vincent* s.  Recei^ves  imtell^oeee 
at  fea  of  tbe  attack  upon  Granada,  and  being  ignarant  of  tbt  great  Ju» 
perioi'ity  of  the  French  fleet,  changes  his  eour/i  ia  order  to  faecmr  thai 
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iJUaul*      Otffjtrent  nfUws  and  e^niuB  of  tit  boftiU  cumnatuUrs.     Em* 
gagement^     Extraordinary  aB$  of  gallantry.       Vict'odmiral  Batrington 
nuonnded.    French  petfevire  in  their  refolution  of  not  coming  to  a  ckfit 
eiBion.      Views  of  the  Britifle  commanders  totally  changed^  upon  difcO'^ 
mering  thai  the  ijland  was  already  loft,  as  thev  had  no  force  cafaile  of  * 
attempting  its  recovery.     Trart/Ports  and  difahled  fiips  fent  off  to  St. 
Chriftopher^s  in  the  evening.       Followed  next  day   by   the  fleet  \   tho 
isusny  having  returrud  to  Granada  in  the  night.     Prodigious  lofs  of  men 
on  the  French  fide  accounted  for.      Claim  a  viBoryi  and  upon   what 
ground.     M.  U*Efteung  direBs  his  operations  to  the  northward.     Firft  ' 
objeSt,  the  reduBion  of  Georgia.^^Second^  an   attack   upon   New  Torkp 
in  i^junBion  with   General  IVaJbington.      Arrives  ufon   the  coaft  ^ 
Carolina;    takes   the    Experiment    man    of  war,    and  fome  frigates* 
Anchors  off  fybee.      Lands  his   troops,  and  invefts  the    town  of  Sa* 
vasmah.      Smmmoru  General   Prevoft.      Is  Joined  hy  Getteral   Lincoln^ 
and  Count   Polajki.       Attacks   the    Britijh  lines,   and  is  repvlfed  with ' 
great  flaughter,      French  retire  to  their  ftfips,  and  totally  abandon  tb€ 
toafts  of  Americeu  [*I99 
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